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Q.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports, 

7.  On  Theohgieal  Seminary. 
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One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fifih  Annual  SesaUms. 


ACTS  MD  PROCEEDINGS 

OftluS^nodofihe  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States^  at  its  AnnwU 
SesHons^  hdd  in  Danville^  Montour  county y  Pennsylvania^  in  the  month 
of  October^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 
Eighty- One,  The  Sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth 
and  dosed  on  the  ctftemoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  incLuHve. 


ARTICLE  L 

OPKNIKO  OP  SYNOD. 


Synod  convened  according  to  appointment  in  Shiloh  Reformed 
charch,  in  Danville,  Pa.,  on  Wedn^ay,  October  19,  A.  D.  1881, 
at  7 :  30,  p.  M.  After  the  Session  was  opened  with  religious  service, 
the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  president.  Rev.  A.  S.  Leinbach, 
from  1  Cor.  2:  14:  ''  But  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things 
of  the  Spirit  of  Grod :  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him ;  neither  can 
he  know  them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned."         , 


.     .   ARTICLE  IL 

KEBfBEBS   PRE8EKT. 
I.      FROM  THX  CLASBIB  OF  BAST  PENNSTI<VAiaA.. 

.   IRnuters:  T.  O.  Stem,  Thoe.  C.  Porter,*  D.  D.,  and  Isaac  K. 

Loos. 

'  \I3der$:  Sam'l  N.  Bachman*  and  Jeremiah  Lynn.* 

n.     FBOK  THX  CI^ASSIS  OF  LEBAKOK. 

Mmideri:  F.  W.  Dechant,  John  O.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Steinmeta, 
M.  L.  Pritch,**  P.  Y.  Shelly/  H.  A.  Keyser,*»  and  H  Mosser.f* 

Elder$ :  8oL  Hartman,'  «fas.  T.  Reber,*  Charles  Eantner,  Charles 
Bohner**  and  J.  S.  Guldin.* 

m.     FBOM  THE  OLASBIS  OF    PHIULDELPHIA. 

^        mniden:  John  H.  Sechler,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  J.  D.  Detrich, 
%     Geo.  S.  Sorber '  and  A.  B.  Stoner. 

3         W^  The  figore  at  the  end  of  the  name  indicate!  the  day  of  the  leflsions  on 

wiuch  the  delegate  took  his  seat. 
*         D  indicates  uie  fourth  day,  e  the  fifth,  /  the  aiJEth  day  on  which  the  delegate 
;^      thus  marked  obtained  leave  of  abaence. 

*  Rer.  John  P.  Stein,  secundns,  oocapied  the  aeat  of  Bey.  H.  A.  Keyaer, 
pomariaa,  before  his  arriyal. 

t  Ber.  A.  S.  Leinhach,  secondus,  occnpied  the  aeat  of  Bey.  H.  MoMer,  pri- 
mirigg,  before  hia  arxiTid.  ^ 
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Elders:  Jacob  G.  Brown/  Jones^etweiler,  Wm.  K.  Gresh  and 
Wm.  Brownback. 

ly.     FROM  THE  GLAS8IS  OF  LANCASTXR. 

Ministers:  J.  A.  Peters,  C.  8.  Gerhard,  G.  W.  Snyder,  L.  F. 
Zinkhan '  and  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D. 

Elders:  J.  J.  Nissley,'*  Geo.  W,  Henael,  Christian  Gast  and  B. 
F.  Bausman. 

V.     FBOH  THE  CHASSIS  OF  O08HENH0PPEN. 

Ministers :  L.  K.  Evans'  and  L.  J.  Mayer. 
Elders:  A.  K.  Lorah.* 

VI.     FROM  THE  CLAflSIS  OF  EAST  8T78(^UEHANNA. 

Minieters :  Thos.  J.  Barclay,  Sol.  B.  Schafer,'  John  K.  Millet ' 
and  Z.  A-  Yearick.* 

Elders:  Charles  Hartzel,  J.  B.  Leinbach  and  John  K.  Haas,'  * 
Roger  Hendricks.' 

VU.     FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  WEST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Ministers:  Geo.  P.  Hartzell,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  Daniel  M.  Wolff* 
and  8.  Sidney  Kohler.**^ 
Elders:  Jacob  Dunkle,  Jonas  Hoy  and  Samuel  Messerly. 

*  Yin.     FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  TOHICKON. 

ARnisters :  H.  J.  Welker,  N.  Z.  Snyder  and  Jacob  Kehm. 
Elders :  Jacob  Hess,*  Richard  Deemer  and  Wm.  Hunt. 

tZ.     FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  LEHIGH. 

Ministers:  N.  8.  Strassburger,  I.  E.  Graeffand  Thbs.  N.  Reber.* 
Elders :  Daniel  Oswald,  David  Lutz  and  R.  H.  Kramm.* 

ADVISORY  MEMBERS. 

The  following  were  present  during  one  or  more  sessions  of 
Synod: — 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania — Revs.  D.  F.  Brendle, 
D.  Y.  Heisler. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lebanon — Revs.  A.  8.  Leinbach,  T.  8. 
Johnston,  D.  D.,  J.  P.  Stein. 

From  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia — ^Revs.  P.  8.  Davis,  D.  D., 
C.  G.  Fisher. 

From  the  Classis  of  Lancaster — ^Revs.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Theo. 
Appel,  D.  D. 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna — ^Revs.  O.  8.  Strunk,  P. 
8.  Kohler,  G.  B.  Dechant,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  Thos.  J.  Hacker. 

From  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna — ^Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr. 


*  Be^  Joshua  H.  Derr,  secandas,  occupied  the  seat  of  Bev.  S.  Sidney  Eoh- 
ler  belm  his  arriyal. 


iai7I8TEBS  OF  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  at  different 
iDtenraJs  during  the  Sessions : 

From  the  Presbyterian  Church — Revs.  R.  L.  Stewart,  John 
Johnson. 

From  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church — Bevs.  J.  H.  Early, 
J.  R.  Groff,  M.  S.  Shindel. 

From  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church— Revs.  Max  Lentz,  I.  H. 
Torrence. 

From  the  Evangelical  Association — Rev.  E.  Homberger. 

From  the  Baptist  Church — Rev.  G,  P.  Street. 


ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz  was  chosen  President. 

Rev.  L.  F.  iZinkhan  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  John  P.  Stein  was  chosen  Staied  CUrk. 

Elder  John  J.  Nissl^  was  re-elected  TVeouurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house  to  be  the  first  six  pews 
irom  the  chanoeL 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing  the 
present  sessions : 

Morning  Session  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11 :  30  A.  M. 

Afternoon  Session  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  4 :  30  P.  M. 


ARTICLE  V. 

8TANDI90  COMMITTEES. 

Minutes  of  Synod:  Revs.  J.  H.  Derr,  L.  F.  Zinkhan,  L.  J. 
Mi^yer ;  Elders  D.  Lutz,  Will.  K.  Gresh,  Richard  Deemer. 

Overtures :  Revs.  A.  B.  Stoner,  H.  J.  Welker,  D.  W.  Dechant ; 
Elders  Dan'l  Oswald,  S.  N.  Bachman,  S.  Hartman. 

Correspondence  taith  Sister  Churches :  Revs.  J.  D.  Detrich,  D.  W. 
Deehant,  J.  8.  Stahr ;  Elders  Jas.  Dunkle,  Jones  Detweiler,  8.  N. 
Bachman. 

Minutes  of  Classes :  Revs.  J.  H.  Sechler,  G.  W.  Snyder,  Geo. 
P.  Hartxell ;  Elders  J.  G.  Brown,  G.  W.  Hensel,  Sam'l  Messerly, 

Examination,  Licensure^  and  Ordination :  Revs.  T.  C.  Porter. 
D.  D.,  N.  8.  Straflsbareer,  Joe.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D. ;  Elders  Richard 
Deemer^  Jonas  Hoy,  A.  K.  Lorah. 
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State  of  Rdigum  and  Statistical  Report :  RevB.  D.  E.  KIopp,  D.  D., 
J.  Kehm,  T.  N.  Reber ;  Elders  Jacob  Hess,  W.  Brownback,  B.  F. 
Bausman. 

Theological  Semhuiry :    Revs.  C.  8.  Gerhard,  T.  J.  Barkley, 
E.  GraefiT;  Elders  Christ,  Gast,  J.  B.  Leinbach,  Jeremiah  Lynn. 

Mimons:  Revs.  I.  K.  Loos,  L.  K.  Evans,  A.  S.  Leinbach; 
Elders  Chas.  Kantner,  Jones  Detweiler,  C.  G«st. 

Finarice :  Revs.  T,  O.  Stem,  George  8.  Sorber,  J.  K.  Millet ; 
Elders  W.  K.  Gresh,  a  W.  Hensel,  Charles  Startzel. 

Nominations :  Revs.  J.  A.  Peters,  J.  O.  Johnson,  J.  H.  Sechler ; 
Elders  J.  T.  Reber,  8.  Hartman,  A.  K.Lorah. 

Piiblvoations:  Rievs.  N.  8.  Strassburger,  8.  B  Schaefer,  N.  Z. 
8n7der ;  Elders  J.  8.  Brown,  J.  T.  Reber,  B.  F.  Bausman. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

OOlOCnNICATIONS. 

1.)  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon, 
Philadelphia,,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon  and  Lehigh,  were  received,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the 
State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

2.)  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Theological  Saminary. 

3.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

4.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  and  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the 
Reformirte  Hausfreund  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication. 

5.)  The  Minutes  of  the  last  Triennial  Sessions  of  the  Greneral 
Synod  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Synod. 

6.)  Several  other  communications  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.  To  the  same  Committee  were 
also  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  Greneral  Synod,  held  in  May  last, 
in  Tiffin,  Ohio. 

This  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  taken 
up,  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted.    This  report  is  as  follows : — 


Your  Commttee  on  Sjmodical  Minutes  report  the  following  itemf  claiming 
the  mttention  of  this  Synod : 

I.      MnrUTES  OF  OENEBAL  BTVOD. 

Item  1,  p.  3.  Gknerml  Synod  met  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  May,  1881.  Semions 
eommeodng  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and  closing  on  the  25th.  The  offioen 
of  Synod  ars :  Bey.  J.  H.  Grood,  D.  D.,  President ;  Bey.  I.  H.  Beiter,  I).  D., 
Slated  Clerk ;  Mr.  Wm.  D.  Groas,  Treasarer. 

I4mm  2,  p.  50.  General  S  jnod  commends  the  caase  of  Home  Miasions  to  the 
Dutrict  Synoda  and  their  Boards,  requesting  the  taking  of  action  to  increase 
tlie  actiyity  and  efficiency  of  the  Church  in  this  work. 

Item  3,  p.  50.  General  Synod  repeats  its  request,  that  the  Board  of  the 
Diitrict  Synods  report  to  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod  at  least  one  month 
bei<>re  its  triennial  meeting. 

Rem  4,  p.  50.  Each  District  Synod  is  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  its 
tmmal  mmatea  to  General  Synod's  Board. 

lion  5,  p.  101.  General  Synod  earnestly  requests  the  Synods  and  Classes  to 
take  action  with  reference  to  orphans'  homes. 

item  6,  p.  111.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution,  sent  down  to  Classes,  were 
dedaied  adopted. 

Item  7,  p.  112.  Synods  and  Classes  are  requested  carefully  to  examine  the 
leriaed  Constitution,  as  published  in  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  to 
gire  an  expression  of  opinion  on  certain  proposed  changes  in  our  practical 
church  goyemment. 

Rem  8,  p.  159.  The  addition  of  a  column  to  the  present  statistical  table, 
giring  the  estimated  saluation  of  the  church  property  of  the  seyeral  congre- 
gations and  charges  of  the  church,  is  recommended. 

Rem  9,  p.  167.  General  Synod  apportions  to  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
as  iti  portion  of  the  expenses  of  General  Sjmod  $1,080.00. 

Rem  10,* p.  167.  This  Synod  is  requested  to  make  immediate  payment  of  a 
balance  of  $340.00  due  the  Treasurer  of  General  Synod. 

Rem  11,  p.  168.  The  District  Synods  are  t^  see  to  paying  their  respectiye 
ibares  of  a  claim  doe  George  Gelbach. 

Rem  12,  p.  170.  The  next  triennial  General  Synod  meets  in  the  Third 
Beformed  Charch  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  on  the  Wednesday  before  the 
leoond  Sunday  of  May,  A.  D.  1884,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  eyening. 

n.    xnamn  of  stsod  ik  united  ttateb. 

Rem  13,  p.  26.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  was  instructed 
to  pay  Bey.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  his  salary  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
ViwtorB. 

Ilem  14,  p.  42.  The  attention  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylyania  and  Leb- 
anon is  called  to  the  fact  of  their  paying  missionaries  without  orders  from  the 
Board  of  Missions. 

Rem  15,  p.  43.  Classes  are  requested  promptly  to  pay  their  assessments  to 
the  Washington  Miasion  Fund. 

Item  16,  p.  49.  Claasea  are  referred  to  assessments  to  Contingent  and  Sink- 
ing Fund. 

Rem  17,  p.  60.  The  Treasurer  of  Synod  is  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  Hymn  Book  Committee. 

Rem  18,  p.  50.    Delinquent  Classes  are  urged  to  pay  up. 

Item  19,  p.  51.  Synod  requests  Classes  to  see  to  it  that  its  ministers  fbmish 
fiiU  and  accurate  reports  from  eyery  pastoral  char^. 

Rem  20,  p.  52.  Sjnod  requests  all  Classes  within  its  bounds,  to  take  such 
jDsaaares,  as  in  their  judgment  may  seem  proper  to  remedy  the  eyib  connected 
in  aome  localities  with  Sunday-school  celebrations. 

ilCBi  21,  p.  56.    The  Beys.  Gea  Wolff,  D.  D.,  Isaac  E.  Loos  and  J.  S.  Van- 
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deraloot  were  appointed  hv  the  Svnod  as  a  Committee  of  Conference  with 
■imilar  committees  from  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac  with  reference 
to  plans  for  promoting  the  success  of  the  publication  operations. 

Jtem  22,  p.  56.  The  Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing,  in 
conjunction  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Hymns 
for  the  Reformed  Church  with  music  attached,  was  continued  with  instractioos 
to  complete  their  work  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

Item  23,  p.  56.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  with  reference  to  the  pub- 
lication ana  distribution  of  the  Minutes. 

Item  24,  p.  58.  Goehenhoppen  Classis  was  reRpectfuIly  requested  to  take 
the  case  of  David  Y.  Schanb  into  consideration  avesh,  with  a  yiew  of  re>li- 
censing  him,  under  certain  circumstances  named. 

Item  25,  p.  59.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this 
Synod  to  convey  through  the  Corresponding  Secretary  the  Christian  greet- 
ings of  this  Synod  to  the  widows  of  the  Rey.  James  B.  Kiley  and  Bey.  Thomas 
H.  Leinbach.  Bespectfully  submitted, 

Beys.  J.  H.  Debb, 

"        L.  F.  ZiNKHAN, 

"      L.  J.  Mayer, 
Eldebs  D.  Lutz, 

*'      Wm.  K.  Gresh, 
**     Bich'd  Deemer,  , 


OommiUee, 


In  regard  to  the  items  1,  3  and  6,  they  were  simply  adopted. 
For  the  results  of  the  action  reported  on  items  2  and  4  see  Article 
XIV,  Missions.  On  items  5  and  25  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous. 
On  items  7  and  8  see  Article  XX,  Church  Government.  On  items 
9,  10, 11, 15,  16, 17  and  18  see  Article  XV,  Finance.  On  item  12 
see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  References.  On  item  13  see  Article 
XIII,  Theological  beminary.  On  items  14, 19,  20  and  24  see  Ar- 
ticle X,  Minutes  of  Classes.*  On  items  21,  22  and  23  see  Article 
XIX,  Publication. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

OVERTURES. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Over- 
tures, taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report ; 

Item  1.  A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Or- 
phans' Home,  containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution. 

Item  2.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  Pittsburgh 
Synod : 

a)  Naming  certain  persons  as  nominees  for  election  as  members  of  the 
Boud  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

6)  Stating  that  Eider  W.  £.  Schmertz  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

e)  Stating  that  Rev.  Theo.  Appcl»  D.  D.,  was  re-elected  by  the  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh  as  Missionary  Superintendent. 

Item  3.    A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  U.  S.»  reporting  a  resolution  of  that  Board,  re- 
questing Synod  to  pay  the  collections  taken  at  the  missionary  meetings  held 
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dinng  the  present  sevions  of  Synod  to  the  Treasuier  of  the  Board  for  the 
relief  of  it<  musionaries. 

Item  4.  A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. — 1. 
StatiDg  whose  term  of  office  expires  and  when. — 2.  Keporting  a  resolution  of 
the  Board  at  its  late  meeting  odling  the  special  attention  of  Synod  to  that 
ps/t  of  the  Treasurer's  report  which  relates  to  the  arrearages  of  certain  Classes 
oa  Synodical  Apportionments  for  Ck)ntingent  and  Sinking  Funds. 

Item  o.    A  Beport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

Item  6.  A  Report  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Rey.  S.  B.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  ef  the 
Board  of  Edocation  of  the  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  of  the  U<  S., — rendered 
by  Bey.  Charles  G.  Fisher. 

lion  7.    Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Home  Missions. 

Item  8.    Beport  «f  the  Committee  on  Hymn  Book  with  Music. 

Item  9.  A  letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  Northern  Illinois 
dassis,  prajing  the  privilege  of  sending  a  financial  a^ent  into  the  territory  of 
Synod  to  collect  funds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  college  in  Forreston,  111. 

Item  10.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  S^ard  of  nome  Miflsions  (Tri- 
Synodic)  patting  Rey.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  and  H.  Mosser  in  nomination  for 
the  office  of  Misuonary  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  suhmitted, 

^EV.  A.  B.  Stoker, 
**    H.  J.  Weuleb, 
*•    F.  W.  Dbchant, 
£]:j>eb8  Daniel  Oswald, 
**    S.  N.  BachmaNi 
"    Sol.  Hartman, 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  1  and  9  see  Article  XXI,  MIb- 
oellaneoos.  On  items  2,  4  and  10  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 
On  items  3,  5  and  7  see  Article  XIV,  Missions.  On  item  6  see 
Article  XIII,  Theological  Seminary.  On  item  8  see  Article  XIX, 
Publication. 


Committee* 


ARTICLE  IX. 

COSRiSPONI^KCE  WITH  BISTEB  CHURCHES. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Corres- 
pondence with  Sister  Churches,  and  adopted : 

You'  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Charches  haye  had  no  doc- 
Qoients  placed  in  their  hands  and  no  delegates  have  been  appointed  by  this 
Synod  to  correspond  with  any  of  the  sister  charches,  owing  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Latheran  Ministeriam,  which  is  printed  on  page  40  of  the  Minutes  of 
the  said  Miniateriiim.  See  record  of  said  resolution  in  Minntes  of  Synod  of 
United  States,  on  the  10th  page.  And  farther,  on  the  same  page,  a  resolution 
of  theSjnod  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Meyerstown  discontinuing  sucn  interchange 
between  sister  deo<Hninations. 

BespectfoUy  sahmitted, 

J.  D.  Detrich, 
F.  W.  Dechant, 
I.  S.  Stahb, 
Jacob  Dunkirk, 
Jones  Detwexlxb. 
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ARTICLE  X. 

MINI7TSS  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report.    It 
waB  received,  taken  up  item  bj  item,  amended,  and  adopted. 
The  report,  as  adopted,  is  as  follows : — 

To  the  Syjind  of  the  UnitedSUUu: 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classea  begs  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report: 

The  Minates  of  the  different  Classes  were  placed  in  onr  hands,  and  from 
said  Minates  we  have  gleaned  the  following  items  which  claim  the  action  of 
fijnod : 

L  IrregtUariHes. 

1.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  E.  Penna.  Classis  incorrectly  reports  that  the  next 
annual  meeting  of  said  Classis  will  be  held  in  1881.     (p.  4.) 

2.  The  Minates  of  £.  Penna.  Classis  are  irregular,  Because  the  Committee 
on  OrdinaUon  and  Installation  fails  to  state  that  it  ordained  LicentUUe  J.  W. 
Mabry.     (p.  15.) 

3.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  E.  Penna.  Classis  fails  to  number  all  the  pages  of  the 
Classical  Minutes. 

4.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  state  in  the  call  for  a  special 
meetinff,  held  Dec.  14, 1880,  whence  and  by  whom  the  call  was  issued,  (p.  1.) 

6.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  &ils  to  state  in  the  call  for  a  special 
meeting  held  Feb.  21, 1881,  the  year  in  which,  whence,  and  by  whom  the  call 
was  issued,    (p.  3.) 

6.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  recognize  the  synodioal  re- 
lation of  Mercersbur^  Classis.     (pp.  9,  10.) 

7.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Clsssb  fails  to  append  the  names  of  the 
Committee,  or  name  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Oyertures.     (p.  11.) 

8.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  commits  an  irregularity  in  includ- 
ing both  the  items  and  action  on  the  items,  in  the  simple  statement  that  "  The 
following  report  was  submitted/'  in  the  case  of  the  reports  of  the  Committees 
on  Oyertures,  Minutes  of  Synod,  Minutes  of  Classis,  and  Finance. 

9.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  commits  an  irregularity  in  append- 
ing the  name  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to  the  report  and  action  on 
the  items  in  the  report,  in  the  case  of  the  reports  on  the  Committees  on  Oyer* 
tores,  Minutes  of  Synod,  Minutes  of  Classis  and  Finance. 

10.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  notice  any  action  on  the 
part  of  Lebanon  Classis  in  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Missions,     (pp.  22,  23.) 

11.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  uses  the  term  East  Susquehanna 
Classis  when  West  Susquehanna  should  be  used.     (Item  18,  p.  11.) 

12.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  state  the  year  in  recording 
the  time  of  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  Classis.    (p.  30.) 

13.  The  Minutes  of  Philadelphia  Classis  are  incomplete  because  a  Com- 
mittee proyided  for  in  a  resolution,  was  not  appointed,    (p.  40.) 

14.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lancaster  Classis  niils  to  mention  either  the  state  or 
the  county,  m  giying  the  name  of  the  next  Annual  Meeting,    (p.  37.) 

15.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lancaster  Classis  foils  to  recognize  the  synodical 
relations  of  Meroersburg  Classis.     (pp.  38,  45.) 

16.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  East  Surauehanna  ClaasiB  fails  to  state  that  Bro. 
MetEgar  was  dismissed  to  Lebanon  Classis*    (p.  3.) 
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17.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  East  Sosqaehanna  Glania  fiiils  to  state  what  mem- 
boB  of  the  Committee  were  present  at  the  ordination  of  Bro.  Strunk.     (p.  27.) 

18.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  East  SuBqnehanna  Claasis  fails  to  state  that  Licenr 
tiaie  0.  H.  Stnmk  was  ordained,    (p.  20.) 

19.  The  Slated  Clerk  of  East  Suaaaehanna  Claseis  fails  in  giving  the  name 
^f  the  place  of  the  next  Annual  Meeting  to  mention  either  the  state  or  the 

eoant/.    (p.  58.) 

20.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  East  Susqaehanna  Classis  incorrectly  reports  that 
the  naxt  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  in  1881.     (p.  58.) 

21.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  East  Susqaehanna  Clamis  fails  to  recognize  the 
sjnodical  relation  of  both  Zion's  and  Allegheny  Claasis.     (pp.  Z,  16.) 

22.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis  foils  to  recognize  the 
sjDodical  relations  of  Iowa  Classis.     (p.  7.) 

23.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  West  Susquehanna  Claasis  gives  an  incomplete  re- 
cord because  he  &ils  to  append  the  names  of  the  Committee,  or  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  to  the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committees,  on  Over- 
taxea,  Religious  Services,  Minutes  of  Sjmod,  Missions,  Ex.,  Lie,  and  Ord.,  and 
ilnance, — and  to  the  reports  of  Special  Committee  on  Spring  Mills'  Petition, 
snd  on  Reouest  for  Aid  from  Williamsport.    (p.  30.) 

24.  The  Minutes  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis  record  the  appointment  of  a 
pv-caput  tax  Committee,  (p.  19),  but  nowhere  state  that  any  report  was  re- 
ceived from  the  said  Committee. 

25.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis  (ails  to  record  the  names 
of  the  Delegates  to  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S.  elected  at  the  last  Annual  Meeting 
ofOassis.     (p.  29.) 

26.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  append  the  names  of 
the  Committee,  or  of  the  Chairman  ot  the  Committee,  to  the  report  of  theCom- 
mitteee  on  Overtures,    (pp.  9,  22.) 

27.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Lehigh  Classis  fails  to  recognize  the  synodical  rela- 
tion of  New  York  Classis.    (p.  7.) 

11.  RequesU. 

1.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  that  Synod  designate  what  constitutes  a  svffi- 
eie nt  number  of  marp^al  references,    (p.  13. ) 

2.  Ldincaater  Claans  makes  a  request  to  Synod  in  reference  to  the  synodical 
■MUJument  for  Missions,    (p.  32.) 

3.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  excuse  it  from  paying  $400 
of  the  synodical  assessment  for  Home  Missions,     (p.  32.) 

4.  Lehigh  Claasis  calls  attention  of  Synod  to  certain  irregularities  of  Synod, 
(p.  17.) 

IIL  Subjeda  Referred. 

1.  Eaat  Pennsylvania,  West  Susquehanna,  Tohickon,  Goshenhoppen,  Le- 
high, Lebanon  and  Philadelphia  Classis,  adopted  all  the  requests  and  assessments 
of  Synod,  with  the  exception,  in  some  Classes,  of  the  request  on  Sunday  School 
CdebrationB. 

2.  In  the  case  of  D.  Y.  Shaub,  Oothenhoppen  Classis  reiterates  its  former 
action,     (p.  6.) 

3.  Lancaster  and  East  Susquehanna  Classis  adopted  all  the  requests  and  assess- 
ments of  Synod,  except  the  assessment  for  Missions. 

IV'  LieentureSf  OrdinaiionSj  Dimiuala  and  Receptions. 

h  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Thomas  A.  Fenstermaker. 
Joshua  Wolbach,  and  A.  F.  Kront ;  ordained  Lie  J.  W*  Mabry ;  and  receivea 
Bev.  M.  H.  MiRhler  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

2.  Lebanon  Claasis  licensed  Mr.  Edwin  A.  Gkrnant  and  dismissed  him  tq 
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Lebigh  Classis ;  received  the  Lie.  Tobias  Kessler  from  Lebigb  Classis  and  or- 
dain^  him  ;  reoeiyed  Rev.  B.  S.  Metzgar  from  East  Susqaehanna  ClaBsis,  and 
Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.  D.,  from  Mercersburg  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac;  dis- 
missed Rev.  J.  H.  Leinbach  to  Lehigh  Claasis,  and  Rev.  C.  Baam  to  East 
Basquehanna  Classis. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Mr.  W.  H.  B.  Lecrow ;  received  Lie  K.  J.< 
Miller  from  Lehigh  Classis,  and  ordained  him ;  received  Rev.  A.  R.  Thompson 
from  Lancaster  Classis,  and  Rev.  D,  W.  Ebbert  from  Mercersbuxg  Classis, 
Synod  of  Potomac. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  A.  R.  Thompson  to  Philadelphia  Classis, 
and  Rev.  S.  P.  Brown  to  West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  received  Licentiates, 
John  B.  Kiefier  and  Qeorge  B.  Resser,  from  Mercersburg  Classis,  Synod  of 
Potomac. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  ordained  Lie.  O.  H.  Strunk :  received  Rev.  W. 
B.  Sandoe  from  Allegheny  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsbui^h,  and  Rev.  C.  Baum  from 
Lebanon  Classis;  dismi^ed  Rev.  B.  S.  Metzgar  to  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  M. 
H.  Mishler  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  W.  E.  Krebs  to  Zion's  Classis, 
Synod  of  Potomac,  and  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller  to  Heidelberg  Classis,  Synod  of  the 
North  West. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr,  from  Northern 
Illinois  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Edmonds  from  Kansas  Classis, 
Synod  of  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Simon  P.  Brown  from  Lancaster  Classis ;  dismissed 
Rev.  Willoughby  Donat  to  Lebanon  Claasis,  and  Lie  F.  Wilson  Brown  to 
Iowa  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  licensed  Cosmos  Hnber  Herbst. 

8.  Lehiffh  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Newton  J.  Miller,  and  dismissed  him  to 
Philadelphia  Classis;  ordained  Lie.  Wm.  J.  Kerschner:  ordained  Lie.  Chas. 
Theodore  Heimbereer,  and  dismissed  him  to  New  York  Classis,  German 
Synod  of  the  East ;  dismissed  Lie  Tobias  Kessler  to  Lebanon  Classis ;  received 
Rev.  John  Hiester  Leinbach  and  Lie.  E.  A.  Gemant,  from  Lebanon  Claasis. 

Note. — Items  Overlooked  at  Previoua  Sessions  of  Synod. 

Lehigh  Classis  in  1880,  licensed  Messrs.  Wm.  J.  Kerschner,  and  Jacob  S. 
Hartzell ;  and  ordained  Lie  Nevin  W.  A.  Helfiridi. 

F.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

1.  The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions,  in  Christ 
Reformed  Church,  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Friday  after  A^icension 
day,  May  19,  1882,  at  7i  o'clock,  p.  M.  Rev.  M.  A.  Smith,  President,  and 
Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Staled  Clerk, 

2.  The  Classis  of  Lebanon  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Reformed 
Church,  Newmanstown,  Pa.,  onthefirstWednesday  after  Whitsuntide,  1882,  at 
8  p.  H.  Rev.  Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.  D.,  Prendmtf  and  Rev.  John  P.  Stein, 
Stated  CUtL 

3.  The  Classis  of  Philadelphia  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Union 
Church,  Whitemarsh,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  June  2,  1882,  at  8  p. 
M.    Rev.  J.  D.  Detrich,  President^  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Stated  Oerk. 

4.  The^Classis  of  Lancaster  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions,  in  the  Reformed 
Church,  Columbia,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  evening  after 
Whitsunday,  ▲.  D.  1882,  at  7^  o'dodc.  Rev.  S.  Schweitzer,  JVesideiU,  and 
Rev.  D.  W.  Gterhard,  Slated  Clerk. 

5.  The  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions,  in  Zion*s 
Reformed  Church,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  Ce,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Wednesday 
after  Whitsuntide,  A.  d.  1882,  at  7.45  p.  v.  Rev.  Z.  A«  Yearick,  Fi-esident,  and 
Rev.  B.  O.  Shoemaker,  Staled  Clerk. 

6.  The  Claasis  of  West  Susquehanna  will  meet  in  Annaal  Sessions  in  St 
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John'i  Beformed  Church,  Mifflinbarg,  Union  Co.,  Pa*,  on  the  third  Wednes- 
day of  Maj,  1882,  at  7}  o'clock,  p.  M.  Bev.  Geo.  P.  Haitzell,  Piretident,  and 
BcV  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  CUrk. 

7.  The  Claasia  of  Qoshenhoppen  will  meet  in  Annual  Seflsioni,  in  Tiinitj 
Beformed  Charch,  Lower  Milfora,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Fridaj  after  Asoenaioo 
Day,  May  19, 1882,  at  2  o'clock,  p.  x.  Bey.  A.  L.  Dechant,  PrtndeiU,  and 
Bey.  L.  JT.  lfm;^er.  Stated  CUrk, 

8.  The  Claaaui  of  Tohickon  will  meet  in  Annual  Seffdons,  in  Christ  Beformed 
Charch,  Springtown.  Backs  Co  ,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  Maj  19,  1882,  at  7^  o'clock, 
P.  M.     Key.  Dayid  Bothrock,  PraidgiU,  and  Bey.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  Stat^  CXerk, 

9.  The  Claasis  of  Lehigh  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Maiden  Cre^ 
Chnrch,  in  the  yillage  of  Blandon,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  firrt  Friday  after 
Aaceosioo  Day,  May  19,  1882,  at  7}  o'clock,  p.  M.  Bey.  Abraham  Bartholo- 
mew, Ptttidait,  and  Bey.  N.  8.  Siraasbarger,  Stabtd  CUrk. 

Bespectfiilly  snbmitted, 

JkO.  H.  SECHIiEB, 

Geo.  W.  Sntdkr, 
Geo.  p.  Habtzell, 
Geo.  W.  Hensel. 
J.  G.  Brown, 
Sajcu  Mebbeblt. 

The  judgment  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the  several  items 
reported  as  irregularities  was  affirmed. 

Por  the  action  of  Sjnod  on  Requests  No.  1,  see  Article  XXI. 
Hiscellaneons ;  Nos.  2  and  3,  see  Article  XV.  Finance;  No.  4, 
see  Article  XVI.  Appeals  and  References.  The  several  items  re- 
ported as  subjects  referred  to  the  Classes  were  adopted. 


Qnamtttes. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

KXAMTNATIOK,  LICENBURB  AKD  ORDINATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
aminatioii,  Licenaure  and  Ordination,  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Lioeneare  and  Ordination  beg  leave  re- 
spedfoUy  to  report,  that  no  candidates  for  Examination  or  Lioensore  were 
lefeiied  to  the  Committee,  and  that  they  have  nothing  farther  to  report. 

Bespectfolly  rabmitted, 

J.  H.  DOBBS,  Chairman 


ARTICLE   XII. 
RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Slate  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports,  and  adopted. 


Fathkbs  and  Brethbbn  : — Yoar  Committee  on  the  State  of  Beligion  bee 
leave  to  report  that  they  hare  carefully  examined  the  reporti  firom  the  serenu 
CUflKB,  and  tabnlaleJ  and  wimmariaed  the  Staliatics. 

From  thcK  aeTeral  aoooanta  of  the  work  of  the  Lord  within  the  particQlar 
parta  of  the  viiieymfd  covered  t»y  them,  we  find  the  following  things. 

Of  oooiae  we  are  well  aware  that  no  figorea,  and  apparent  fiwts,  or  any  de- 
Aw^rjfmm  from  Um  aame  can  determine  mfaaolat^y  the  measure  of  progicw  on 
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the  one  hand,  nor  ^et  that  of  retrogreBsion  on  the  other ;  still  it  is  true  that 
only  from  the  principlei  that,  *'  By  their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them." 

AH  the  reports,  while  they  make  mention,  in  greater  or  less  proportion,  of 
eWdences  of  discooragement  within  the  bounds  of  their  Classes,  yet  the  gen- 
eral tone  running  through  them  Sb  that  of  hope  and  subntantial  adTanoement. 

The  doctrines  of  the  Uhurch  have  been  iaitnfully  taught,  both  in  the  pulpit 
and  the  Catechetical  Classes.  The  administration  of  the  sacraments  has  been, 
every  where,  regularly  attended  to.  Discipline  has  not  been  neglected,  and 
there  seems  to  have  been  more  cause  for  extreme  measures  during  the  last  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  From  all  this  have  grown  a  proportionate  amount  of 
fruit,  which  appears  in  the  Statistics  as  summarized  for  record  by  this  Synod. 
From  this  summary,  we  find  that  the  number  of  ministers  within  our  bounds 
10  one  less  than  last  year.  Five  congregations  have  been  added  to  our  roll. 
The  Synod  has  at  this  time  within  its  bounds  1,248  more  members,  and  1,522 
more  unconfirmed  members  than  one  prear  ago.  There  were  82  more  infant, 
while  there  were  92  less  of  adult  baptisms.  In  the  number  of  additions  by 
confirmation  and  certificate,  there  has  been  a  decrease,  of  the  former  to  the  ex- 
tent of  152,  and  of  the  latter  181 ;  1,870  less  of  our  membershlD  enjoyed  the 
advantages  and  blessings  of  the  Lord^s  Supper.  While  the  loss  by  aismissala 
has  been  less,  the  death  roll  was  larger  by  699.  In  the  Sunday  School  work 
while  there  are  12  schools  less  reported  than  one  year  ago,  the  number  of 
scholars  has  been  increased  by  1,356.  The  number  of  students  for  the  Minis- 
try is  12  less  than  during  last  year.  The  columns  of  contributions  as  reported 
show  a  gratifying  increase — being  for  congregational  purposes  (7,558.36,  and 
forpurdy  benevolent  ^ving  $8,125.20  more. 

Tnus  we  see  that  while  there  is  abundant  room  for  greater  results,  yet  the 
Synod  has  great  reason  to  thank  God  and  take  courage  with  still  greater 
earnestness  and  seal  to  press  forward  in  the  work  of  the  Church  under  the 
guidance  and  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  blessed  leadership  of  the  great  head 
of  the  Church. 

During  the  year  the  Lord  has  said  to  several  of  the  brethren  "  Come  up 
higher."  Rev.  John  M.  Clemens,  of  £.  Susquehanna  Classis ;  Bev.  Frederick 
Walk  and  the  Bev.  S.  B.  Fisher,  D.  D.  Their  labors  are  ended,  they  have 
sone  to  their  reward,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.  Let  us,  too,  be  fidth- 
nil  unto  death,  and  there  awaits  each  of  us  also  a  '*  Crown  of  life.'' 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

DanvilU,  Pa.,  Oct,  25, 1881.  D.  E.  Elopp, 

J.  Eehm, 
Wh.  Bbowkback, 
B.  F.  Bausman, 

[For  Statistical  Beports  see  Appendix.] 


Committee. 


The  following  religious  services  were  observed  during  the 
Sessions  of  Synod : 

1.)  The  Sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with 
religious  services. 

2.)  Rev.  Wm.  C.  SchaeiSer,  Geo.  W.  Snyder,  Jno.  H.  Sechler 
and  Elders  Roger  Hendricks  and  Jno.  J.  Nisslej  were  appointed 
early  in  the  Sessions,  a  Committee  on  Religious  Services,  who  re- 
ported at  intervals  their  several  appointments,  which  were  approved. 
The  report,  as  finally  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

The  Committe  on  Beligious  Services  olSer  the  following  as  their  report : 

Shiloh  Brfarmed  O^vrcA.— Thursday,  7 :  30  F.  M.  Sermon  by  Bev.  £.  V. 
Qerhart^  D.  D. 
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FridiTy  7:30f.  x.  Sunday  School  Institute.  Ist  topic,  Besponsibilit^, 
ind  Infiaence  of  the  Sunday  School  Teacher,  Rev.  Jno.  K.  Millet  2d  topic 
Methods  of  Teaching  and  Ij&mou  Helps,  Bev.  A.  B.  Stoner.  Sd  topic,  Sunday 
Scbool  Music,  Bev.  J.  D.  Detrich. 

Saturday,  7 :30  P.  M.    Preparatory  Sermon,  Bey.  Jno.  O.  Johnson. 

Sunday,  10  A.  x.  The  Holy  Communion.  Sermon  by  Bev.  Jno.  A.  Peters. 
2  p.  X.  Sunday  School  Senrioe.  Addresses  by  Bey.  L.  K.  Evans  and  Bev. 
N.  Z.  Snyder. 

Sunday,  7  :  30  P.  x.    Sermon  by  Bev.  H.  Mosser. 

Monday 9  7 :30  p.  x.  Missionary  Meeting.  Addresses  by  Bev.  P.  S.  Davis, 
D.  D. ;  Bev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D. ;  Bev.  D.  E.  Elopp,  D.  D. 

Manmiale  B^orriMd  Vhvaxh, — Sunday  afternoon.  Sermon  by  Bev.  Geo.  W. 
Snyder. 

Grot€  Pretbyterian  C^urcA.— Sund^.  10 :30  A.  x.  Sermon  by  Bev.  T.  C. 
Porter,  D.  B.    7 :  30  p.  x.      Sermon  oy  Bev.  Thos.  J.  Barclay. 

Fine  Street  LtOheran  OiureA.— Sunday,  10 :  30  A.  X.  Sermon  by  Bev.  L.  E. 
Evans.    7 :  30  p.  X.     Sermon  by  Bev.  J.  H.  Dubbe.  D.  D. 

8l  Paul's  M.  E.  CfttircA.— Sunday,  10 :  30  A.  x.  Sermon  by  Bev.  D.  £. 
Klopp,  D.  D.    7 :  30  p.  x.    Sermon  by  Bev.  T.  O.  Stem. 

Mahoning  Prttbyterian  Ckwreh- — Sunday,  10  :  30  A.  x.  Sermon  by  Bev.  P. 
8.  Davis,  l5.  D.    7 :  30  p.  x.    Sermon  by  Bev.  C.  8.  Gerhard. 

Bajftiat  C&ureA^--Sonday,  10:30  A.  x.  Sermon  by  Bev.  N.  S.  Strassburger. 
7 :30  p.  X.     Sermon  by  Bev.  N.  Z.  Snyder. 

2Viitt^  Ijuiheran  ChunK. — Sunday,  10 :30  A.  x.  Sermon  by  Bev.  Jna  P. 
Slein.    7  :  30  p.  X.     Sermon  by  Bev.  I.  E.  Graeff. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

Bey.  Wx.  G  Sceazffbb, 
Bev.  Geo.  W.  Sktdeb, 
Bey.  Jno.  H.  Sechleb, 
Elder  Booeb  Hendbicks, 
Elder  Jno.  J.  Nisslet. 

The  several  religions  services  provided  for  in  the  above  report  were  observed 
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Committee. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 
I.   REPORX8  OF  THE  BOARDB  OF  TBXTBTEBB  AND  VISITORS. 

a).  B/epori  q^  Board  <^  Trutteee, 

10  THE  STXOD  OF  THE  REFORXED  CHTTRCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Seminary  respectfully  pre- 
Knt  their  Annaal  Beport : 

The  uBoal  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  and  the  routine  business 
of  the  Board  has  been  transacted. 

We  received  a  copy  of  the  action  of  Synod  directing  our  Treasurer  **  to  pay 
ill  orders  drawn  on  him  by  the  President  of  the  Boara  of  Visitors,  for  all  in- 
cidental and  legitimate  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  in  the  transaction  of 
its  busiccsB.'* 

We  have  not  complied  with  the  action  of  Synod  for  the  very  sufficient  rea- 
son that  we  are  about  three  hundred  dollars  ($300)  short  of  sufficient  funds  to 
pty  the  Intimate  expenses  of  the  Seminary  proper,  and  we  do  not  understand 
tbs  action  of  Synod  to  mean  that  these  drafts  upon  our  Treasurer  shall  take 
pteosdeooe  of  regular  standing  obligations,  such  as  Professors'  salaries,  coal 
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light,  etc.,  incnrred  in  mnning  the  Institution.  We  doubt,  also,  the  authority 
of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  to  pass  such  action  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  other  Synods  represented  in  both  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of 
Visitors. 

Since  our  last  report,  some  of  our  inrestmenlB  have  been  paid,  and  we  have 
been  compelled  to  reinvest  at  5  per  cent,  interest,  and  at  this  time  we  are 
notified  by  holders  of  $13,000  of  our  funds,  that  unless  we  allow  them  to  keep 
their  loans  at  5  per  cent,  they  will  pay  them.  Onr  experience  is  only  the 
same  as  others.  The  Treasurer  of  Synod  (U.  S.)  has  had  to  invest  at  the  eame 
rate  of  interest,  and  so  also  the  Finance  Committee  of  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College. 

About  $4,000  of  our  endowment  fund  bears  no  interest  and  is  practically 
worthless,  consisting  of  Classical  notes,  etc.,  which  by  tacit  consent  the  Synod 
has  never  authorised  us  to  ]9ush  to  coll|ption,  if  indeed  they  are  collectable. 

Another  source  of  unavoidable  expense  is  the  keeping  up  the  Professors' 
houses.  The  heating  apparatus  and  other  absolutely  necessary  repairs  this 
year  will  amount  to  over  $200  in  excess  of  our  regular  expenses  for  repairs. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  we  think  that  instead  of  adding  to  tne  drafts  upon  our 
Treasurer,  it  may  be  necessary,  in  the  near  future,  for  Svnod  to  furnish  us  aid, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  meet  the  legitimate  and  unavoiaable  expenses  incurred 
in  running  the  Institution.  Two  years  ago.  Synod  passed  an  action  requesting 
the  congregations  to  pay  to  our  Treasurer  the  proceeds  of  om  collection  during 
the  year.  The  total  receipts  from  this  source  were  $24.09.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  nearly  every  Pastor  present  at  that  meeting  of  Synod  and  voting 
for  this  action  went  home  to  his  chaqi^e  and  ignored  the  request  of  Synod. 

We  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the  Seminarv  property  at 
Meroersburg,  Pa.,  leased  by  this  Synod  to  the  regents  of  Mercersbnrg  College, 
has  been  advertised  for  sale  by  the  Sheriff  of  Franklin  county  durine  the  cur- 
rent ^ear.  The  regents  of  Mercersbnig  College  have  mortgtwed  the  lease,  and 
on  this  mortgage  judgment  has  been  obtained,  and  the  Sheriff  advertised  it  for 
sale.  We  consider  the  property  in  danger  so  long  as  this  mortgage  is  suffered 
to  remain.  It  is  for  Synod  to  determine  if  any  action  is  need^  to  protect  its 
interest  in  this  property.  If  it  should  be  sold  under  this  mortgage,  it  may 
pass  out  of  the  control  of  our  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gross,  PreaiderU. 
Jno.  B.  Both.  Treasurer, 
£dw.  J.  Zahm,  Bee.  Secretary, 

Lancaster,  Pa,f  Oct.  6th,  1881. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer  referred  to  in  the 
above  report : 

John  B.  Both,  TreasureTf  in  account  with  Theoi/xjical  Semhtabt  of  the 

BkFOBXED  ChUBCH  IK  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

1880.  DR. 

Oct.  12.    For  Int.  on  Eieffer  legacy  of  Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Trs $176  73 

Nov.  1.  *•      of  Mrs.  E.  M.  Killongh  to  date 75  00 

«     6.  "       "  Jacob  Heyser  to  Oct  1,1880 120  00 

"     6.  •'      "  A.  B.  Wmgerd  to  Oct.  1, 1880 35  41 

"     6.  •«      "         *'             "      Nov.  1,  1880 325  83 

"     6.  *'      '*  Horst  Mortgage  to  Oct.  1. 1880 116  04 

Dec.  11.  "      "  Mrs.  A.  M.  Steacy  to  Dec  13, 1880 24  00 

"    16.  "     on  Loan 1  14 

Carried  forward 874  15 
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DR.  (OONTINUED.) 

1881. 

Amoant  brought  forward 874  15 

Jin.  13,          "      on  Loan 13  06 

"   20.          "       "  Lehigh  Val.  R.  R.  Bonds  to  Dec.  1, 1880  ...  150  00 

•*   25.          "      of  G.  S.  Griffith  to  Jan.  1,  1881 60  00 

**  31.    For  dividend  on  Fire  Ins.  Co.  Stock  to  Jan.  1, 1881  ...  20  00 

Feb.  4.      For  lot.  of  W.  £.  Schmertz  in  full 15  00 

"   5.            "        *•  O.  L.  Schreiber  to  Jan.  1,  1881 6  00 

"   5.            •*        ••  Geo.  Sarbaogh,  on  account 60  00 

•*   7.            '*        ••  Geo.  W.  Schroyer  to  Feb.  8,  1881 106  00 

"16.            **        "  W.  L.  Harbaugh  to  Aug.  13,  1881 36  00 

"  21.           "        on  Loan 7  50 

Mch.  1.           "        of  Jno.  Becker  to  Feb.  28,  1881 240  00 

Apl.  1.            **        on  Loan 6  13 

**   1.            ••        ofGeo.Houseworth  to  April  1,1881 45  00 

•*    1.            •'        •*  E.  J.  Zahm  to  April  1,  1880 307  25 

«   6.  "        *'  Kieffer  Legacy  to  April  1, 1881  ....  260  00 

"  6.  "        "  Cook        '^  Oct.  1, 1880 36  00-296  00 

"   5.            "        "  J.  B  Roth  Mortgage  to  April  1, 1881  ....  300  00 

••   7.            "        "  Geo.  Sarbaugh,  on  account 50  00 

••   9.            "        "  Geo.  Sarbaugh,  on  account 100  00 

May  2.             "        "  E.  M.  Killough  to  May  1, 1881 75  00 

«*   3.             "        "  W.  Suaq.  Claasia,  on  account 24  07 

"  7.             *•        •*  C.  Gaiter,  Mortgage  to  May  1, 1881 14  60 

"  11.            **        "  Jacob  Heyser  to  April  1,  1881 120  00 

••  31.            "        "  A.  M.  Steacy  to  June  13, 1881 24  00 

June  10.          "        "  Geo.  Sarbaugh,  on  account 70  00 

'*    10.     Special  collection  received  of  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treasurer 

of  Lancaster  Clamb,  in  aid  of  same 18  09 

Jane  13.     For  Int.  of  Jno.  B.  Roth  to  April  1,  1881 60  00 

*«    16.           "        •*  E.  J.  Zahm 31  11 

"    27.           ^        on  Lehigh  Val.  R.  R.  Bonds  to  June  1, 1881  .   .  150  00 

July  15.      I>ividend  Harrisburg  Bridge  Co.  Stock 5  10 

Aug.  4.        For  Int.  on  Geo.  W.  Schroyer  to  Aug.  8, 1881 105  00 

"20.             ''of  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Treas.  of  Lehigh  Classis  15  00 
**  20.              "        on  Kieffer  Legacy  to  Aug.  1881  ....    216  50 
**         •'  Cook        "        to  April  6,  1881  ...     36  00 

252  50 
Less  Jno.  J.  Nissle/s  expenses  to  Chambersborg 

to  satiny  mortgage 4  00 

248  00 

Aug.  27.     For  Int  of  Jno.  Becker  to  Aug.  28,  1881 240  00 

Sept.  1.             "        "  Jno.  B.  Roth  to  Sept  1, 1881 125  00 

«    7.             "        on  W.  Susq.  Classis  Bond 11  94 

"  20.             •*        "  Horst  Mortgage  to  April  1, 1881 116  04 

"  27-             "        "  Bond  of  Mercersbnrg  Classis  to  July  1,  1881  .  60  00 
*'  24.     Collected  from  St  Stephen's  congregation  of  Law  for  Sem- 
inary Relief  Fund 6  00 

*'  28.    For  Int  on  Houseworth  Mortgage  to  Oct  1, 1881  ....  45  00 

"30.             *«        '«  S.  M.  Keen  Judgment  to  Oct  1, 1881    ....  75  00 

•'  30.             '*        "  Geo.  Besore's  Bond  to  Jan.  1, 1881 30  00 

30.             "        "  BuildingFund  to  date 577  46 

30.             **        "Rev.  J.Krttxing'sNote 9  00 

$4,946  99 
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1880.  CR. 

Oct.  11.    By  ami.  Bal.  due  Treasurer,  per  report $1655  09 

Not.  5.  ''      "    paid  McComas,  attorney's  fee  in  collection  of  claim 

v$,  Zeller  and  Wingerd • .    .   .   .  217  00 

'*    5.  "  E.  G.  Smith,  attorney,  expenses  to  Hagentown    ...  10  00 

Dec.  9.       "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account  of  Balary 200  00 

*•  9.        "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  on  account  of  salary 200  00 

"  9.        **  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account  of  salary 100  00 

"  28.      •*  Jos.  R.  Goodell,  coal  bill 60  20 

**  31.      "  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account  of  salary 100  00 

1881. 

Jan.  6.       "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account  of  salary 100  00 

**  13.  "  interest  paid  on  Klopp  legacy  to  Oct,  1, 1880    ....  40  00 

"25.      "  E.V.  Gerhart,  salary  to  Jan.  *1.  1881 75  00 

"  25.      '»  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  Jan.  1.1881 60  00 

**  25.      "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  Jan.  1, 1881 175  00 

"  26.      "  O.  Hechi'B  bill  of  repairs  at  Dr.  Apple's 6  60 

Feb.  7.      **  Gouts  in  suit  in  FranKlin  Co 28  10 

••  21.      "  Thofl.  G.  Apple,  on  salary  account 200  00 

•'  21.      *'  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  salary  account 200  00 

"  21.      •'  F.  A.  Gart,  on  salary  account 150  00 

*'  26.      '*  Stamped  Check  Book  and  Stamps,  P.  0 5  00 

'*  26.       "  J.  Bauflman,  Treasurer  F.  and  M.  col 50  00 

Mch.  2.      •*  New  Era  Printing  Co.,  bill 21  00 

A  pi.  12.     **  Shertzer  &  Co..  bill  of  repairs,  Dr.  Apple's 7  75 

**  12.      **  J.  BauRman,  Treasurer  F.  and  M.  col. 50  00 

"  12.      "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  salary 200  00 

"12.      "  T.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  April  1,  1881 175  00 

"  12.      '*  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  April  1, 1881 100  00 

'*  16.      "  Bill  of  repairs  at  Dr.  Gerhart's 2  48 

May  10.     '*  Bill  of  coal  oil 1  00 

*'  14.      "  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple,  on  account  of  salary 200  00 

"19.      "  Lane  &  Co.,  bill  of  blinds,  Dr.  Gerhart's 5  00 

June  6.      "  K,  V.  Gerhart,  on  account  of  salary 200  00 

•'  6.       *'  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account  of  salary 150  00 

"  30.      "  Henry  Leonard,  Janitor,  extra  labor 5  00 

July  6.      *•  E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to  July  1,  1881 150  00 

"  6.        •'  T.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  July  1,  1881 175  00 

"  6.       *'  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  July  1,  1881        100  00 

Aug.  26.    •*  T.  G.  Apple,  on  account  of  salary 200  00 

•*26.      "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account  of  salary 200  00 

**  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account  of  salary 150  00 

"  26.      "  Jacob  Bausman,  Treasurer  F.  and  M.  col 50  00 

Sept.  7.      "  Bateman's  bill  of  painting  at  E.  V.  Gerhart's 8  90 

"    7.  '*  P.  W.  Fry's  bill  of  paper  hanging  at  E.  V.  Gerhart's   .  9  64 

**  28.      •*  E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  in  full  to  Oct.  1, 1881 175  00 

"  28.      *«  T.  G.  Apple,  salary  in  full  to  Oct  1,  1881 175  00 

"  28.      "  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  in  full  to  Oct.  1, 1881 100  00 

'*  29.      "  J.  Bau«man,  Treasurer  of  F.  and  M.  col 50  00 

"  29.      "  J.  B.  Both,  Treasurer,  salary  to  Oct.  1, 1881 100  00 

$6,382  66 

Sept.  30.    Amount  Dr.  brought  forward 4,946  99 

Oct.  1,1881.    Amount  due  Treasurer  is $1,436  67 

Respectfully  presented, 

Lcmeaster,  Pa^  Oct.  1,  188L  Jno.  B.  Roth,  IVeasurer. 
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The  nndenigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treasurer's 
aoooonts  and  oompftred  hia  yoachers,  find  them  oorrecL 

Qeo.  W.  Hensel, 
LctnauUr,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1881.  Ebw.  J.  Zahx. 


9rATEicBST  OF  Svin>BY'  Funds  ik  hands  of  John  B.  Roth»  Trsasuber 

OF  Thbolooical  Seminary. 

Bhidowment  Fund, 
1880. 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  Principal  reported  to  Sjnod  .  % $69,668  81 

Dec.  31.  Annie  M.  Eyerman'ii  note  paid 100  00 


$60,768  81 
1881. 
Oct  1.    hem  note  or  claim  m.  Daniel  Reisher  recovered  of  former 

Treaanrer,  A.  Wingerd,  and  loet  in  suit 469  06 


Oct  1.    Amount  of  Fund $69,299  76 


Jno.  fi.  Both,  Treagurer  in  oeeount  with  Librabt  Fund. 

1880.  DR. 

Amount  of  Principal $2,069  96. 

Oct  11.    For  amount  collected  due $145  83 

Not.  5.      '•     interest  received  of  A.  B.  Wingerd 24  59 

1881. 

Feb.  1.      "             "            **        "  Jno.  Meily  to  April  1, 1879  ...  60  00 

Apl.  1.      '«             "            •'        "  E.  J.  Zahm  to  April  1, 1881    .    .  16  00 

$245  42 

1881.  CR. 

Jin.  7.    Br  amount  paid  Zahm  A  Co.'fl  bill $25  00 

"  25.  "         "        "     F.  W.  Chrislem's  bill 4  26 

Mch,  25.    "        "        *•    W.  B.  Billing's  bill 15  00 

Apl.  12.  '•         "        "    Zahm  &  Co.'s  bill 24  82 

May  16.  '*         "        "    A.  Bendell's  bill 8  20 

Jane  16.  ««•«*•    Insurance  on  Library 16  00 

Joly  6.  "         «.        ««    Zahm  &  Co.'s  bill 6  15 

*♦  6.  "         •'        "    A.  Bendeirs  bill 1  72 

'*  19.  "         "        •*    I.  M.  Stoddart's  bill 6  00 

Aog.  26.  **        •'        "    Zahm  &  Co.'8  bUl 9  40 

$115  54 
Oct  1.    Balance  due  funds $129  88 

$245  42 


SMALTZ  FUND. 
1880.  DR. 

Anoount  of  Principal $5,000  00 

Octl.    For  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $183  39 

1881. 

Apl.  1.    For  interest  of  T.  Franke  to  April  1,1881 160  00 

$338  39 
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1880.  .      CR. 

Oct  12.    By  amount  paid  order  Ko.  1    i 50  00 

•M2.        "            ••           "        "2 60  00 

"12.        "           •*           **        **    Z 50  00 

1881. 

Jan.  13.        "            "        S.  B.  Fisher,  Treasurer 33  39 

ApL  7.          "            '•        S.  B.  Fisher,  Treasurer 160  00 

1333  39 


BXJILDDfO  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
1880. 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  fund  reported  to  Synod $12^96  06 

1881. 

Mch.  24.  I.  T.  Beber's  note  paid  in  full 300  00 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  fund  is $12,696  05 

PITTSBTTBO  PROF.  FUlfl). 

1880. 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  Fund  is $1,718  30 

All  interest  receired  on  this  sum  is  credited  by  orders  of 
the  Seminary  Board  to  the  Contingent  Fund  account  of 
Theological  Seminary. 
Oct.  1, 1881.    No  increase  in  Fund. 

Bespectfully  presented, 

Jno.  B.  Both,  Treamrer, 
Lameaater,  Pa.,  Oct.  1,  1881. 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  baring  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac 
counts  and  compared  his  youchers,  find  them  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Heksel, 
LaiMoaier,  Pa.,  Oct,  6,  1881.  £dw.  J.  Zahm. 


6.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  V^eiiors. 

TO  THE  HOKOBABLE  BTKOB  OF    THE    BEFOBMED    CHT^TBCH  IN  THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

Dear  Brethren :  The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  presents 
to  your  honorable  body  through  the  undersigned,  the  following  as  their  Annual 
Beport: 

At  the  opening  of  the  Seminary  in  September  one  year  ago,  the  following 
persons  were  admitted  as  members  of  the  Junior  Clas^  fourteen  in  number : 
Solomon  A.  Alt,  Bemamin  F.  Bausman,  William  F.  Faber,  Geo.  W.  Gerhaitl, 
Daniel  N.  Hamish,  John  N.  Hoobaugh,  Alfred  P.  Horn,  Charles  W.  Leyan, 
Henry  H.  Saugus,  David  B.  Schneder,  Frank  W.  Smith.  Adam  S.  Weber, 
Jalrus  A.  Wickert  and  George  A.  Zeller.  The  Bey.  S.  Olin  Garrison,  an  or- 
dained minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  haying  previously  pur- 
sued his  studies  in  the  Drew  Seminary  of  his  own  Church,  wishing  to  ayail 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  him  as  missionary  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
to  complete  his  theological  studies,  was  admitted  to  the  priyileges  of  the  Sem- 
inary Class,  and  he  finished  his  studies  with  the  Senior  Class. 

As  a  matter  of  regret  we  state  that  several  of  the  students  were  under  the 
necessity  of  absenting  themselves  from  the  Seminaiy  during  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  year  on  account  of  ill  health,  or  because  tney  found  it  necessary  to 
engage  in  teaching  in  order  to  increase  their  funds  for  their  support  in  the 
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fotore.  The  conduct  and  diligence  of  the  students  in  the  discharge  of  their 
dodes  have,  as  a  general  thing,  been  good  and  commendable.  They  seek  to 
make  themselves  useful  in  the  Sunday  School,  and  during  the  year,  a  new  in- 
terest has  been  awakened  among  them  in  the  cause  of  missions  and  fostered  in 
their  weekly  meetings.  The  examiuations  at  the  close  of  the  year  were 
listened  to  with  much  interest  by  the  Board,  and  were  approved  as  satisfactory. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Cfaj«s,  having  completed  tne  prescribed  course  of 
studies,  and  sustained  their  final  examination  creditably  in  the  presence  of  the 
Board,  received  the  regular  certificate  of  dismission  prepared  for  this  purpose, 
setting  forth  these  facts,  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Seminary  in  May  last.  They 
are  eleven  in  number,  and  their  names  are  as  follows :  Albert  A.  6lack,  T.  X. 
Fenstermacher,  S.  Olin  Garrison,  Edwin  A.  Gemant.  Edgar  A.  Hassler,  Cos- 
mos H.  Herbst,  Newlin  J.  Miller,  Cyrus  J.  Musser,  Georg«  B.  Biraser,  Calvin 
S.  Slagle  and  Joshua  Wolbach.  Most  of  them  have  entered  upon  the  active 
duties  of  the  ministry,  and  are  occupying  fields  of  usefulness  in  the  Church. 

The  Board  is  satisfied  with  the  work  done  by  the  Seminary  during  the  past 
year,  and  believe  that  there  is  cause  for  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  to  the 
Head  of  the  Church  for  the  measure  ofprosperity,  with  which  He  has  hitherto 
favored  our  School  of  the  Prophets.  The  whole  number  of  students  reported 
in  the  annnal  catalogue,  present  and  absent,  was  31. 

Hitherto  the  Board  of  Visitors  has  been  acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  Board  of 
Education,  but  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  last  year,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Visitors  belonging  to  this  Synod,  have  organized  them- 
selves into  a  Board  of  Education,  which  will  hereafter  transact  its  business 
apart  from  the  sessions  of  the  Board.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  is  annexed 
to  this  report. 

The  Secretary  is  further  instructed  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to 
the  followin;;^  action  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  at  its  last  Annual  Meeting. 

Baolvedf  "That  the  President  of  the  Board  be  instructed  to  draw  an  order  on 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  favor 
of  Dr.  Theodore  Appel  for  $40  for  salary  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  for  two 
years,  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  Synod  at  its  last  Annual  Meeting  at  Meyers- 
town,  Pa.,  and  also  $20  as  salary  for  the  present  year,  and  likewise  an  order 
00  said  Treasurer  in  favor  of  the  President  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  trans- 
mission of  sermons  of  the  graduating  class  through  the  mail  and  per  express 
— amounting  to  $2.31 — as  ordered  by  the  Synod  at  the  above  meeting. 

BesoUied,  That  in  case  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  refuses  to 
honor  the  above  orders,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  be  instructed  to  incorporate 
the  fact  in  the  annual  report  of  this  Board  to  Synod  by  way  of  complaint- 

In  accordance  with  the  last  of  these  resolutions,  I  hereby  inform  the  Synod, 
that  the  Treaaarer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  has  refused  to  honor  the  orders 
above  referred  to  when  present^  to  him.  I  further  state  that  he  has  refused 
to  pay  an  order  drawn  on  him  by  the  President  of  the  Board  for  $10.00,  the 
amount  needed  to  piy  for  the  new  diploma  on ''  certificate  of  dismission  "  pre- 
pared by  the  Secretary  as  ordered  by  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Sec^y  of  the  Board, 

ST90p««[a  oT  Report  or  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Boani  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  account  with  the  late  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Treasurer,  ren- 
dered by  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Exr. 

CR. 

By  balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  20, 1880 $203  56 

By  cash  received  from  Classis  of  Lebanon 105  00 

Carried  forward $308  56 
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Brought  forward |308  5% 

Bj  cash  receiyed  from  CiaBsis  of  East  Pennsylyania 151  45 

•'                   "                       Tohickon 265  76 

*•                   ••      Klopp  Legacy  per  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  .   .  40  00 

•*                   ••      Smaltz  Fund             *«                   **             .   .  183  39 
**                  «'      Trinity  Ref  d.  S.  S.,  York,  Pa.,  rabject  to  order 

ofS.  S 225  00 

"    refunded  by  W.  F.  Faber 129  85 

"    received  from  Gerhart  Legacy  per  Treaa.  of  Synod  ....  6  00 

$1,310  01 
DR. 

To  cash  paid  bcneficiariea  of  Lebanon  Clasaia f  105  00 

•'  East  Pennsylvania 151  45 

**  "  Tohickon 265  76 

"  "  General  Board 465  00 

"  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple  for  use  of  Henry  M.  Yamanaka,  per 

order  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D 100  00 

Expensea  of  Treasurer  of  the  Board 3  80 

Balance  in  Treasury 219  00 

^1,310  01 

I  have  examined  this  account,  compared  it  with  the  vouchers,  and  find  it 
correct,  with  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $219. 

DatmUe,  Pa,,  Oct.  20, 1881.  Thos.  C.  Porteb. 

II.     REPORT  OF  COMMITT£E  OX  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  to  whoib  the  fore- 
going documents  were  referred,  submitted  their  report,  which  was 
received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted.  The  re- 
port as  adopted  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  ofier  the  following : 

The  documents  referred  to  us  are,  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  ViBitors  and  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  together  with  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  latter 
Board,  and  the  Board  of  Education. 

From  the  Board  of  Truetees  we  learn  that  $100  was  added  to  the  endow- 
ment fund  by  the  payment  of  a  note  to  that  amount.  A  loss  of  $469.05  was 
Rudtained  during  tne  year  by  the  adjusting  of  a  former  unfortunate  inyest- 
ment  The  endowment  fund  at  present  amounts  to  $69,299.76.  The  income 
of  the  Seminary  has  somewhat  decreased  during  the  year  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  the  Board  was  obliged  to  reinvest  a  certain  p^prtion  of  the  endow- 
ment fund  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest  than  was  formerly  received. 

The  Board  also  reports  that  it  was  obliged  to  expend  this  year  for  repairs 
on  the  ProfesBon*  houses  $200  more  than  usual,  and  that  they  are  $300  short 
without  paying,  as  directed  by  Svnod,  the  salary  voted  by  the  Board  of  V^isi- 
tora  to  itH  Secretary,  and  other  incidental  and  legitimate  expenses  incurred 
by  the  Board  of  Visitors  in  the  transaction  of  its  business.  The  Secretary,  on 
the  other  hand,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Bortrd  of  Vinitors. 
calls  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  its  request  has  not  been  complied 
with. 

In  reference  to  this  whole  matter  we  ofier  the  following: 

Besolved,  that  to  relieve  the  Board  of  Trustees  from  its  financial  embarrass- 
ment (which  necessarily  prevented  it  from  carrying  out  the  injunction  of 
Synod  in  reference  to  expenses  incurred  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  in  the  trans* 
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adioD  of  its  businem)  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  authorized  and  directed  to 
brini;  the  needs  of  the  Seminary  before  the  church,  and  secure  the  requii*ite 
additional  funds.  ' 

Suoleed,  that  in  carrying  out  these  instructions  the  Board  shall  exercifle  its 
own  judgment  regarding  the  best  manner  in  which  the  end  is  to  be  accom- 
plished, either  by  presenting  its  claims  directly  to  the  different  Classes,  or  by 
putting  an  agent  into  the  field. 

The  Board  of  Trastees  calls  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the 
Seminary  property  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Sheriff. 
In  rt ference  to  this  fact,  we  offer  the  following: 

Baolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Srnod,  a  lease  granted  at  a  nominal 
rate  of  interest  for  a  long  period  of  years  does  not,  in  any  way»  involve  a  sur- 
render of  the  property  in  question. 

Betoived,  That  the  Board  be  authorized  and  directed  to  institute  such  mea- 
sores  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  our  rights  in  said  property. 

From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  it  appears  that  durin<7  the  cur- 
rent year  the  receipts  were  $1 310.01 »  and  the  disbursements  $1091.01,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $219  m  the  treasury. 

From  the  Board  of  Visitors  we  learn  that  during  the  year  the  Seminary 
prospered,  under  the  blessing  of  God.  The  professors  and  students  attended 
laithfnilr  to  their  respective  duties,  and  the  latter  made  commt^ndable  pro* 
grew,  fourteen  students  were  received  into  the.  institution ;  eleven,  having 
completed  the  course  of  study,  were  dismissed. 

Id  riew  of  the  continued  prosperous  condition  of  the  Seminary,  your  com- 
mittee recommends  the  following : 

Beaoived,  That  this  Synod  hereby  express  its  heartfelt  gratitude  to  the  Great 
Head  of  the  Church  for  His  bles^^ing,  and  for  the  prosperity  which  the  Semi- 
nary enjoyed  during  th  e  past  year ;  and  we  devoutly  pray  God  that  He  may 
continue  to  bless  and  prosper  the  Seminary  and  all  connected  with  it,  to  the 
glory  of  His  name  aad  to  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

C.  S.  Gerhard, 
I.  E  Graeff, 
T.  J.  Bark  LEY, 
J.  B.  Leinrach, 
Christian  Gast, 
Jeremiah  Lynn. 

in.    ELECTION  OF  THE  BOARDS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  THEOLOGI- 
CAL SEMINARY. 

Board  of  Trustees, —DAniel  W.  Gross,  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Edward 
J.  Zahm,  Charles  Santee,  John  Heilman,  Owen  L.  Schreiber,  John 
B.  Roth,  George  W.  Hensel,  Aaron  S.  Renninger,  William  E. 
Scfamertz.  William  J.  Baer,  Thomas  J.  Craig,  Adam  B.  Wingerd, 
Louis  Markel,  Henry  Wirt,  Isaac  H.  Keifier,  Henry  M.  Cocklin, 
Israel  Loucks. 

Boa^d  of  Visitors. — Revs.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Charles  H. 
Leinbach,  D.  D.,  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D  D.,  Charles  F.  McCauley, 
D.  D.,  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  Daniel  M.  Wolff,  Jacob  ().  Miller, 
D.  D.,  Edmund  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  A.  E  Truxal,  R.  Humphrey 
Deatrick,  Joseph  H.  Arit>el,  D.  D.,  and  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D. 
(memberB  of  the  former  board  were  all  continued). 
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ARTICLE    XIV. 

MI8SIOK8. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  of 
the  Tri-sjnodic  Board  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions.     It  is  as  follows : 

I.   REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OP  MISSIONS. 

To  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac  Synods  : 

Respected  Brethren  : — The  Superintendent  of  Missions  hereby  re- 
spectfully presents  this  his  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  condition  and 
progress  ot  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  during  the  past 
year. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Grac^  Reformed  Church,  Easion, — ^Under  the  care  of  the  Board  fiv^ 
years.  Members,  80.  S.  S.  scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  10.  Additions, 
5.  Benevolence,  I30.  Local  objects,  over  $600.  Cost  of  property, 
13,000.  Indebtedness,  about  $1,200.  Reduction  of  debt  during  the 
year,  $300.  Attendance,  better  than  in  former  years.  The  condition  of 
the  mission  steadily  improving.  In  a  great  measure  dependent  for  its 
increase  on  members  removing  from  the  country  to  the  town.  Appro- 
priation fixed  by  the  Claris — not  reported  to  the  Board.  Pastor,  D.  Y. 
Heisler. 

Salem's  Reformed  Church,  Catasauqua, — About  seven  years  under  the 
care  of  the  Board.  Members,  140.  S.  S.  scholars,  150.  Baptisms,  19. 
Additions,  16.  Losses,  5.  Benevolence,  M3*S3-  Local  objects, 
$1,094.66.  Cost  of  property,  $3,100.  Its  value  much  greater.  Its  pre- 
sent indebtedness  is  $1,600.  Reduction  during  the  year,  $1,500.  There 
is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  condition  of  this  mission,  as  compared 
with  that  of  previous  years.  Its  indebtedness  is  still  in  its  way,  also  the 
financial  disrepute  into  which  it  had  fallen  during  previous  years.  It  is, 
however,  overcoming  both  of  these  difficulties,  and  its  financial  status 
in  the  community  has  improved.  Appropriation  fixed  by  Classis.  Pas- 
tor, J.  J.  Crist. 

Chrisfs  Mission,  East  AUeniown. — ^This  mission  was  served  during 
part  of  the  past  year  by  Rev.  J.  Fritzinger.  After  his  withdrawal,  the 
kev.  W.  J.  Kershner  became  its  pastor.  The  Classis  of  Lehigh  declined 
extending  to  it  any  further  assistance,  and  it  is,  therefore,  no  longer  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Board.  With  the  help  which  it  expects  to  receive 
from  members  of  the  Reformed  church  in  other  congregations  in  the 
city,  it  is  believed  that  it  will  hereafter  be  able  to  sustam  itself. 

Si.  JohfCs,  Reading. — Members,  390.  Baptisms,  71.  Additions,  65. 
S.  S,  scholars,  400.  Cost  of  church  property,  $22,000.  Reduction  of 
indebtedness  during  the  past  year,  $500.  The  financial  condition  of  the 
mission  is  improving ;  and  if  it  were  not  for  its  indebtedness,  the  mission 
would  be  self-supporting.  The  pastor  has  been  serving  the  Birdsboro 
mission  during  the  year,  which  at  present  is  building  a  new  church  for 
its  use  If  this  congregation  can  be  connected  with  one  or  more  neigh- 
boring congregations,  it  will  constitute  a  self-supporting  charge,  and 
pastor  Steinmetz  will  be  relieved  of  a  part  of  his  arduous  labors.  He 
can  then  devote  more  time  and  attention  to  his  congregation  in  Reading. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $300.   This  year,  $200.     Pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

St.  John's,  West  Philadelphia. — For  several  years  past  this  mission 
has  been  suifenng  firom  financial  difficulties.     Its  income  was  not  suffi- 
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cient  to  meet  its  expenditures.  The  actual  amount  of  indebtedness  over 
a  year  ago  was  diminished,  as  said  in  last  year's  report,  but  this  was  ac- 
complished by  the  sale  of  one  of  its  houses,  and  was  not,  therefore,  in 
itself,  a  financial  gain.  The  indebtedness  had  been  accumulating  for 
several  years  before.  The  pastor.  Rev.  J.  S.  Vandersloot,  having  been 
invited  to  take  charge  of  a  mission  in  another  part  of  the  city,  conclu- 
ded to  withdraw  from  his  post,  so  that  the  way  might  be  opened  to  place 
the  mission  upon  a  better  financial  basis.  The  mission,  accordingly, 
has  been  vacant  for  several  months,  but  it  has  been  regularly  supplied 
by  the  Superintendent  and  others.  The  way  is  now  open  for  the  loca- 
tion of  another  pastor  over  it ;  and  so  soon  as  that  is  brought  about,  the 
Board  has  good  hopes  that,  under  new  auspices,  it  will  take  a  new  de- 
parture, and  overcome  the  difficulties  which  have  stood  thus  far  in  the 
way  of  its  progress.     Appropriation  last  year,  I300.     Vacant. 

GriU€  Churchy  Pht/adtiphia,—Th\s  mission  grew  out  of  a  mission 
Sunday-school,  which  had  been  kept  up  by  the  members  of  the  Re- 
formed church  for  a  number  of  years  previously,  at  the  corner  of  5th 
and  Dauphin  streets,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city.  Last  spring  it 
made  an  application  to  the  Board  to  be  recognized  as  a  mission,  and  to 
be  supplied  with  a  missionary  pastor.  It  was  signed  by  over  fifty  per- 
sons. A  congregation  of  some  twenty  persons  was  organized  by  the 
Classis  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Vandersloot  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  Board  to  take  charge  of  it  as  missionarv*  It  is  believed 
that  the  number  of  members  will  be  largely  increasea  during  the  course 
of  the  year.  The  Sunday-school,  numbering  over  one  hundred  schol- 
ars, had  been  carried  forward  with  energy,  during  previous  years,  and 
it  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  A  lot  of  ground  has  been  selected 
for  a  new  church  or  chapel,  and  it  is  proposed  to  build  on  it  during  the 
course  of  the  year.  The  mission  is  promising.  It  is  located  in  a  part 
of  the  city  where  missionary  labor  is  needed,  and  where  is  much  mate- 
rial belonging  to  the  Reformed  church  which,  with  the  divine  blessing, 
may  be  gathered  into  a  flourishing  church.  Appropriation,  $500.  Pas- 
tor, J.  S.  Vandersloot. 

Second  Church,  Harrisburg, — Members,  109.  Baptisms,  16.  Addi- 
tions, 16.  S.  S.  scholars,  273.  Benevolence,  $80.  For  local  objects, 
1689.  No  debt.  The  Missionary  Society,  composed  mainly  of  S.  S. 
scholars,  contributed  one-fourth  of  the  amount  devoted  to  benevolence. 
This  congregation  has  been  receiving  missionary  help  since  its  organi- 
zation, a  little  over  seventeen  years  ago.  During  the  period  it  has  been 
under  the  charge  of  the  present  pastor — eight  years — it  has  been  making 
encouraging  additions  from  year  to  year,  in  all,  147  ;  but  its  losses,  by 
removals  or  death,  have  been  also  large,  so  that  its  growth  in  numbers 
has  been  impeded  by  circumstances  which  were  beyond  its  control. 
The  Classis  of  Lancaster  is  at  present  making  an  effort  to  connect  it 
with  a  congregation  in  the  country,  by  which  it  is  thought  the  charge 
will  be  nearly  or  quite  self-sustaining.  Appropriation  last  year,  I250. 
This  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwingii  Church,  Harrisburg, — ^This  mission  has  been  supplied  for 
two  years  by  the  Rev.  John  G.  Fritchey,  during  which  time  he  has  re- 
duced the  indebtedness  from  $2,000  to  $1,100,  and  re-established  it4  fi- 
nancial reputation.  Confidence  has  been  restored,  and  the  members 
are  united  and  willing  to  work  together  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
church.  Mr.  Fritchey,  in  view  of  his  advancing  age,  isanxiom  to  with- 
draw from  the  mission,  and  the  way  seems  now  to  be  prepared  to  secure 
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some  one  to  succeed  him  It  is  thought  that  before  long  the  Board  will 
be  able  to  obtain  a  competent  person  to  take  charge  of  it.  Members, 
66.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  o,  all  heads  of  families.  S.  S.  scholars, 
40.  Benevolence,  $3.  Local  objects,  ^268.  Value  of  property,  esti- 
mated at  ^10,000.    Appropriation,  ^100.    Pastor,  Rev.  J.  G.  Fritchey. 

Columbia, — Members,  165.  Losses,  16  by  removal;  10  by  death.  Addi- 
tions, 19.  Baptisms,  18.  S.  S.  scholars,  185.  Benevolence,  $93.  For 
local  objects,  $960.  Value  of  church  property,  |7,ooo ;  of  parsonage, 
13,000.  The  congregation,  under  difficulties,  is  making  progress.  For 
a  number  of  years  past  it  has  had  a  troublesome  debt  to  contend  with, 
amounting,  during  the  year,  to  $1,625.  ^  few  weeks  ago,  an  effort  was 
made  to  pay  it  off.  Over  $1,200  was  secured  for  this  purpose,  and  in  a 
few  weeks  more  it  is  expected  that  the  balance  will  be  provided  for. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $125.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  C.  S. 
Gerhart. 

Wilkes-Barre, — The  present  missionary  has  had  charge  of  this  mis- 
sion now  nearly  four  years.  Number  of  members  at  Wilkes-Barre,  312. 
At  Nanticoke,  120.  In  all,  432.  Gain,  112,  and  losses,  37,  leaving  a 
net  increase  of  75.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Baptisms,  64.  Benevolence, 
I54.  Local  objects,  % — .  Cost  of  property,  113,000.  Indebtedness 
last  year,  $3,650.  This  year,  $1,600.  At  Nanticoke  the  congregation  is 
making  an  effort  to  erect  a  church,  for  which  $800^  have  thus  far  been 
secured.  An  eligible  piece  of  ground  was  donated  for  this  purpose  by 
the  Susquehanna  Coal  Company.  The  mission  at  Plymouth,  referred 
to  in  last  year's  report  as  growing  out  of  the  mission  at  Wilkes-Barre, 
has  been  doing  well  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Meckel,  and  now 
receives  an  appropriation  from  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna.  It 
has  42  members,  and  expects  to  erect  a  new  church  for  its  udc  by  the 
coming  spring.  Missionary  work  in  the  Wyoming  Valley  thus  far  has 
made  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress,  and  promises  well  for  the 
spread  of  the  church  in  that  section  of  the  country.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $300  ;  this  year,  $225.    Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Haven, — Member**,  140.  Two  congregations.  Additions,  11. 
Bapti  ms,  5.  S.  S.  scholars,  90.  Benevolence,  $30.  Debt,  $729.  Re- 
duction during  the  year,  $81.  Cost  of  church,  $2,200,  but  worth  much 
more  now.  In  need  of  repairs.  The  church  building  of  the  country 
congregation  is  of  little  value,  and  must  soon  be  replaced  by  a  new  one. 
The  attendance  upon  the  means  of  grace  is  good,  and  the  mission  is 
growing  both  internally  and  externally.  When  the  present  pastor  took 
charge  of  it  in  1879,  ^*  ^^^  much  distracted,  and  its  prospects  gloomy. 
Since  then  it  has  rallied,  and  its  condition  is  again  promising  for  the 
future.  Support  of  the  pastor  inadequate.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$300.    This  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  I.  S.  Stahr. 

East  Liberty  and  Wilkinsburg, — The  congregation  at  East  Liberty  has 
been  making  progress  during  me  year.  The  membership  was  increased 
one-third  since  last  January.  The  indebtedness,  $1,600,  was  reduced 
to  $750.  •  Street  assessment  of  nearly  Sioo  per  year  is  a  burden  on  the 

congregation,  likely  to  continue  for  several  years  to  come. Wilkins- 

burg  is  also  doing  well,  but  it  has  a  heavy  debt  to  carry,  and  its  effect  on 
the  congregation  is  depressing.  Members  in  both  congregations,  100. 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  23.  S.  S.  scholars,  130.  For  benevolence, 
$29.  For  local  objects,  $920.  Value  of  property,  about  $6,000.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $525.  This  yew,  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  W.  Knap- 
penberger. 
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Orbiumia,  Huntingdon  Co, — Three  congregations.  Under  the  Board 
five  years.  Members,  115.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  8.  S.  S.  schol- 
ar, 90.  Value  of  property,  $1,500.  Benevolence,  I65.  Local  objects, 
I73D.  Indebtedness,  I70.  Reduction  of  debt  during  the  year,  $130. 
The  attendance  on  worship,  good.  Some  growth  during  the  year.  The 
support  inadequate,  making  it  necessary  for  Jthe  pastor  to  teach  during 
a  part  of  his  time.  The  pastor,  Rev.  J  M.  Schick,  after  laboring  success- 
folly  in  this  charge  for  five  years,  recently  withdrew.  Appropriation, 
|ii2.    Vacant. 

Sulphur  Springs^  Bedford  Co. — Congregations,  3.  Members,  169 
Baptisms,  24.  Additions,  9.  Sunday-schools,  2,  union.  Benevolence, 
162.  Local  objects.  I503.  The  mission  was  established  in  1873.  It  has 
built  a  ne#  church  at  Mann's  Choice  worth  |i,8oo,  and  a  parsonage 
worth  $1,600.  These  two  buildings  were  paid  for  gradually  from  year  to 
year ;  the  remaining  indebtedness  was  paid  off  during  the  year.  It  has 
been  making  progress,  internally  and  externally,  and  its  prospects  for 
the  future  are  good.  The  pastor,  W.  A.  Gring,  was  recently  called  to 
another  charge,  and  he  left  with  the  kind  wishes  of  his  people.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $200. 

Duncannon, — ^There  are  three  congregations  comprising  this  mission. 
The  congregation  at  Marysville  has  improved  its  church  building,  and 
paid,  in  all,  $300  for  local  purposes,  which  amounted  to  $10,  on  an  ave- 
rage, for  each  member.  The  Missionary,  Rev.  U.  H.  Heilman,  having 
received  a  call  from  another  charge  in  ttie  church,  there  is  a  probability 
that  he  will  accept  of  it  and  withdraw  from  the  mission.  The  congre- 
gation at  Duncannon  is  making  a  slow  but  encouraging  progress.  No 
statistics  given.     Appropriation  last  year,  $225. 

Fhst  Churchy  Allegheny  City, — This  mission  has  been  vacant  during 
the  past  year.  It  was  thought  best  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Synod  that  the  arrangement  made  last  year  for  its  supply  should 
be  discontinued,  and  our  missionary  interests  in  Allegheny  City  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  Classis.  Nothing,  as  far  as  we  know,  has  been 
done  to  revive  the  mission  during  the  year,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
it  rill  lie  dormant  for  the  lime  being.  We  need  very  much  a  church 
organization  in  Allegheny  City,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  time  will  still 
come  when,  under  more  favorable  circumstances,  we  again  will  be  able 
to  occupy  this  field. 

Shenandoah  City, — No  reports  have  been  received  from  this  mission 
during  the  year.  It  has  hitherto  stood  under  the  supervision  of  the 
missionary  department  of  the  Ursinus  Union.  Appropriation  last  year, 
I300;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  J.  G.  Neff. 

St,  John^s  Churchy  yohnstown. — Under  the  care  of  the  Board  two 
years.  Members,  61.  Baptisms,  15.  Additions,  12.  Losses,  2.  For 
benevolence,  $43.  For  local  objects,  about  $1,500.  The  new  church 
was  dedicated  in  November  last,  and  since  then  all  the  remaining  in- 
debtedness— several  hundred  dollars — ^has  been  cancelled.  Its  cost  was 
>3.ooo.  This  mission,  during  the  short  time  it  has  been  aided  by  the 
Board,  has  made  a  commendable  degree  of  progress.  Its  beginnings 
were  humble,  and  by  no  means  encouraging  to  feeble  sight.  It  has  been 
largely,  thu^  far,  the  work  of  faith,  hope  and  charity.  It  received  liberal 
aid  from  the  citizens  of  Johnstown  in  the  building  of  the  church.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  ^500 ;  this  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  W.  H.  Bates. 
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S/.  LuJ^^s,  Lancas//^, -Members,  $1.  Baptisms,  21.  Additions.  18. 
S.  S.  scholars,  215.  Whole  number  enrolled  during  the  year,  260.  For 
benevolence,  $21.90.  For  local  objects,  J531.15.  Value  of  property, 
$2,800.  No  indebtedness  on  property.  The  Sunday-school  has  largely 
increased  during  the  year,  and  i^*  compo-ed  mostly  of  the  children  of 
the  poor.  Its  weekly  conttibutions — $60— were  nearly  sufficient  to  pay 
its  expenses.  Contributions  to  pastor's  salary,  about  $50.  The  balance 
of  the  expenses  were  met  by  the  contributions  of  friends  of  the  mission 
and  proceeds  of  concerts  and  festivals-  The  Harbaugh  Missionary  So- 
ciety was  started  during  the  year,  and  holds  regular  monthly  meetings, 
which  are  well  attended.  This  mission  is  doing  a  good  work  among  the 
poor  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  and  has  been  enjoying  manifest  tokens 
of  the  divine  favor  since  its  organization,  about  three  years^go.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  I300 ;  this  year,  the  same.     Pastor,  W.  F.  Lichliter. 

Overton,  Bradford  Co. — The  prosperous  condition  of  this  mis  ion,  as 
presented  in  our  last  annual  report,  was  interrupted  by  the  withdrawal 
of  its  pastor,  who  accepted  a  call  to  another  charge,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  Classis.  Several  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  a  successor, 
but  thus  far  without  success.  The  opportunities  for  building  up  churches 
in  this  field  are  favorable,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  suitable  person  will  be 
secured  before  long,  who  will  come  and  carry  forward  tne  good  work 
on  the  foundation  which  has  been  laid.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150. 
Vacant. 

Latrohe. — Two  congregations.  Members,  123.  Additions,  at  Latrobe, 
25.  Baptisms,  10.  S.  S.  scholars,  65.  Benevolence,  $50.  For  local 
purposes,  $600.  'Cost  of  property,  $7,200.  Indebtedness,  $1,850.  Re- 
duction of  indebtedness,  $92.60.  The  mission  seems  to  be  looking  up, 
and,  if  its  progress  is  slow,  it  is  steady.  The  present  pastor  took  charge 
of  it  during  3ie  year.  He  commenced  preaching  m  Ligonier  valley, 
where  he  organized  a  congregation  of  25  members,  which  he  has  con- 
tinued to  serve.  Appropriation  la  t  year,  $200;  this  year,  the  same. 
Pastor,  S.  H.  Eisenberg. 

TVinity  Mission,  York  G?.— This  mission  has  disappointed  the  expec- 
tations of  the  Board  and  its  friends.  For  a  year  or  more  it  has  made 
little  or  no  progress  It  ha««,  in  fact,  declined,  and  the  Board  has  with- 
drawn its  com mis^'ion  from  the  missionary.  It  will,  therefore,  devolve 
on  the  Classis  to  devise  measures  by  which  its  wants  shall  be  provided 
for. 

Sharon^  Mercer  Co, — No  reports.  Statistics  as  reported  in  the  minutes 
of  General  Synod.  Members,  185;  baptisms,  11 ;  additions,  12;  S.  S. 
scholars,  69  ;  benevolent  objects,  $15  ;  local  objects,  $1800.  The  mis- 
sion is  still  vacant,  but  supplied  by  Rev.  F.  P.  Hartmetz.  Appropria- 
tion $100.  % 

New  Castle^  Lawrence  Co. — Organized  as  a  mission  in  January,  1880. 
Members,44.  Baptisms,  9.  Unconfirmed  members,  27.  Additions,  9. 
Worships  in  a  fented  hall.  An  effort  is  now  in  progress  to  build  a  house 
of  worsnip,  which  is  much  needed.  The  amount  raised  in  subscriptions 
and  cash  up  to  this  time  is  a  fraction  over  $2,000.  It  is  proposed  to  go 
forward  in  the  erection  of  the  new  church  yet  this  fall.  It  is  to  cost 
about  $2,500,  exclusive  of  the  lot.  Much  of  the  time  of  the  missionary 
has  been  occupied  in  securing  subscriptions  for  the  church  in  the  town, 
and  in  congregations  at  a  distance ;  but  its  spiritual  interests  have  not 
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materially  suffered.  It  is  not  likely  that  it  will  make  considerable  pro- 
gress until  it  is  furnished  with  necessary  church  accommodations.  Its 
prospects  are  encouraging.  Appropriation  last  year,  ^50 ;  this  year, 
the  same.    Pastor,  J.  M.  Souder. 

Marietta, — ^Thc  congregation  at  Marietta,  organized  several  years  ago, 
was  for  some  time  a  mission  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Lancaster, 
and  wa««  assisted  by  a  number  of  its  congregations.  But  the  help  thus 
obtained  was  not  sufficient  to  support  its  pastor,  and  it  appealed  to  the 
Board  for  a  small  appropriation,  which  wa^  granted.  The  Classis  con- 
nected it  with  the  Maytown  con^^regation,  and  so  strengthened  the  charge. 
The  mission  is  growing,  and  with  some  help  in  time  of  need,  it  has  good 
prospects  of  becoming  self-supporting  at  no  distant  day.  The  mission- 
ary. Rev.  S.  P.  Brown,  withdrew  from  tlie  field  last  winter,  and  he  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Resser  in  the  spring.    Appropriation,  %\oq, 

Ttonesta  amiCDudois.— Both  of  these  points  have  been  recognized  as 
missions,  and  appropriations  made  for  their  support,  but  thus  far  they 
have  been  without  missionary  pastors. 

VIRGINIA. 

Winchester, — Although  this  mission  was  without  a  pastor  for  a  time, 
it  did  not  suffer  any  serious  loss.  Its  members  held  together,  and 
waited  in  faith  and  prayer  for  some  one  who  should  break  unto  them 
the  bread  of  life.  By  the  appointment  of  the  Board,  the  Rev.  A.  R. 
Kremer  took  charge  of  it  last  spring.  His  labors  thus  far  have  had  the 
effect  to  encourage  the  brethren  and  to  inspire  hope  that  his  labors 
among  them  will  be  blessed.  A  reduction  of  $50  has  been  made  in  the 
church  debt.  I500  still  remains  to  be  paid.  It  will  be  gradually  re- 
duced by  the  efforts  of  the  Mite  Society,  which  maintains  itself  in  the 
congregation  with  commendable  zeal.  No  statistics  have  been  furnished 
to  us.  Appropriation  last  year,  ^250.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor, 
A.  R.  Kremer. 

Mint  spring.  Trinity  Mission,  Augusta  Co. — The  new  church  at 
Mint  Spring  was  finished  last  fall  and  a  day  appointed  for  its  dedication, 
but  when  the  time  came  for  this  solemn  act  it  was  decided  that  it  should 
be  postponed  until  the  debt  incurred  should  be  in  some  way  provided 
for.  The  new  church,  therefore,  has  not  yet  been  dedicated,  as  there 
is  still  a  debt  of  $128  resting  on  it.  A  Sunday  school  has  been  gathered 
together,  and  services  have  been  held  in  the  church  every  two  weeks, 
which  are  well  attended.  As  the  Middlebrook  charge  has  been  strength- 
ened by  a  new  church  and  a  new  congregation  in  the  town  of  Middle- 
brook,  it  is  now  proposed  to  reconstruct  it  and  unite  one  of  its  congrega- 
tions with  Trinity  Mission,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  and  put  it  in  the  way  of 
becoming  self-sustaining.  The  Board  has  agreed  to  this  arrangement, 
and,  with  the  help  of  the  Virginia  Classis,  proposes  to  make  a  small  ap- 
propriation to  each  of  the  new  charges,  so  soon  as  the  new  arrange- 
ment can  be  carried  out.  In  a  few  years  it  is  believed  that  there  will 
be  two  respectable  charges,  where  five  years  ago  we  had  only  one,  and 
that  without  standing  or  influence.  Appropriation  last  year,  $i$o. 
Pastor,  A.  J.  Wbitmore. 

DELAWARE.  , 

Sr.  Jokn*s,  Wyoming,  Kent  County, — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  this 
charge  became  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  the  pastor.  Rev.  £.  H. 
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Dieffenbacher.  A  successor,  however,  was  secured  soon  afterwards,  so 
that  it  was  not  long  vacant.  Members,  95  ;  Baptisms,  6 ;  Additions,  5  ; 
Sunday-school  scholars,  75  ;  cost  of  property,  $2,000.  No  indebtedness. 
Benevolence,  $23.30.  Local  objects,  I304.23.  The  failure  in  some  of 
the  crops  has  been  a  loss  to  the  mission,  but  being  rooted  and  grounded 
in  the  truth,  it  is  making  progress,  and  its  prospects  are  encouraging. 
Organized  as  a  mission  m  1870.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This 
year,  $150.     Pastor,  N.  J.  Miller. 

MARYLAND. 

Cumberland. — ^This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
since  1867.  It  had  been  a  mission  many  years  previously.  The  pre- 
sent pastor  has  had  charge  of  it  now  for  seven  years.  Its  growth  has 
been  gradual  and  its  prospects  are  good.  Members,  i$6;  unconfirmed 
members,  112;  Baptisms,  15;  Additions,  20;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
no;  value  of  property,  $5,500,  of  cemetery,  $1,000.  Indebtedness  on 
both  $2,000.  Amount  of  indebtedness  paid  off  since  1867,  $4,300; 
Benevolence,  $50 ;  Local  objects,  $750.  Attendance  good.  Appropri- 
ation last  year,  $200.    This  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

Rid^ely^  Caroline  Co. — This  mission  at  present  consists  of  three  con- 
gregations, the  first  at  Ridgely,  the  secgna  in  Queen  Ann  Co.,  and  the 
third  near  Easton,  in  Talbot  Co.  Members,  73 ;  Sunday-school  scholars, 
35 ;  Baptisms,  14  ;  Additions,  9.  The  new  church  at  Ridgely  is  under 
roof  but  not  yet  finished,  for  the  want  of  funds.  The  new  church  in 
Talbot  county  was  dedicated  a  short  time  ago.  It  is  a  union  church 
and  cost  between  $400  and  $500.  Provision  was  made  at  the  dedica- 
tion to  pay  off  all  remaining  indebtedness  by  the  different  denominations 
represented  in  it,  four  in  number.  The  congregation  in  Kent  county, 
which  is  small,  has  not  as  yet  any  church.  It  worships  in  private 
houses,  and,  in  the  summer  time,  in  a  grove.  It  has  met  with  losses  by 
deaths  and  removals,  which  have  prevented  it  from  securing  for  itself 
a  building  of  its  own.  The  missionary  has  not  been  adequately  sup- 
ported, as  the  mission  at  Ridgely  did  not  raise  the  amount  of  salary 
which  was  expected.  The  loss,  however,  was  partially  made  up  by 
missionary  boxes  and  private  contributions  from  friends  of  missions  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  will  need  similar  help  during  the  coming  winter. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $325  ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  Joseph  Han- 
nabery. 

East  Baltimore, — ^The  attention  of  the  Board  has  been  directed  by  the 
Classis  of  Maryland  to  the  eastern  portion  of  the  city  of  Baltimore  as  a 
suitable  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  new  mission.  Arrangements 
are  at  present  being  made  to  put  up  a  chapel  for  the  use  of  a  mission 
Sunday-school  and  for  preaching.  One  of  the  resident  ministers  of  our 
church  has  consented  to  take  charge  of  this  interest  for  the  present 
without  any  compensation. 

•  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Concord,  Cabarrus  Co. — ^At  the  recommendation  of  the  Missionary 
Committee  of  the  Classis  of  North  Carolina,  the  Rev  J.  D.  Gurley  was 
commissioned  to  labor  as  missionary  at  Concord,  about  one  year  ago. 
We  had  some  valuable  members  in  the  town,  who  came  forward  and 
were  organized  into  a  congregation.  Services  have  been  held  regular- 
ly in  a  hall  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  every  Sunday,  and  a  fair  beginning 
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has  been  made.  Mr.  Gurley  taught  school  for  a  while  in  order  to 
minister  to  his  support,  but  other  schools  having  sprung  up  in  the  town 
this  resort  has  failed  him  for  the  present.  An  effort  was  made  at  the 
Gassis  to  connect  some  country  congregations  with  the  mission,  but  it 
was  deemed  premature  at  the  lime  This,  however,  may  yet  be  ac- 
complished. Mr%  Gurley  has  accepted  of  invitations  to  preach  in  nearly 
all  the  charges  of  the  Classis,  where  his  services  were  well  received  and 
highly  appreciated  In  this  wa^,  as  also  by  visiting  missionary  points 
in  the  bounds  of  the  Classis,  it  is  believed  that  his  usefulness  will  be 
much  increased  from  year  to  year.  Appropriation,  I250.  Pastor,  J.  D. 
Gurley. 

ZJncolntan. — A  good  while  ago,  there  was  a  flourishing  Reformed  con- 
gregation at  Lincolnton,  but  owing  to  different  causes  it  was  suffered  to 
decline,  and  nearly  all  of  its  members  connected  themselves  with  other 
denominations.  For  a  number  of  years  no  Reformed  minister  preached 
in  the  place.  A  few  members— only  a  few — ^remained  true  to  the  church 
of  their  fathers,  and  it  was  thought  best  to  supply  these  with  preaching, 
and  to  make  an  effort  to  revive  the  congregation,  if  possible.  The 
Rev.  J.  A.  Foil,  who  had  been  preaching  occasionally  in  the  town,  was 
commissioned  during  the  year  by  the  Board  to  take  charge  of  this  in- 
terest, with  a  small  appropriation.  He  has  been  preaching  at  this  point 
once  in  four  weeks,  and  has  had  good  audiences.  It,  however,  needs 
more  attention  than  Mr.  Foil  can  give  it  in  connection  with  his  other 
engagements.  It  may  possibly  be  connected  with  other  points  within 
the  bounds  of  Classis  hereafter,  where  preaching  is  called  for,  and  a 
new  missionary  field  be  formed,  in  which  good  results  might  be  expected. 
A  small  class  of  catechumens  has  been  formed  at  Lincolnton.  Appropria- 
tion, $50.     Pastor,  J.  A.  Foil. 

Afoffitfs  Grove, — This  congregation  came  under  the  care  of  the  Board' 
during  the  past  year.  The  members  were  poor,  and  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
C^il  had  served  it  for  several  years  with  little  or  no  compensation.  It 
has  no  church  of  its  own,  but  has  been  worshipping  in  a  school  house, 
conveniently  adapted  to  its  purposes.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
was  constituted  a  mission,  and  the  Board  made  a  small  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  its  pastor.  Mr.  Cecil  has  recently  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  and  it  will  devolve  on  the  Classis  to  provide  for  its  spiritual 
wants,  either  by  connecting  it  with  some  other  charge  or  by  temporary 
supplies  through  its  missionary  committee.  Members,  41 ;  Baptisms, 
2 ;  Additions  i  ;  Appropriation,  ^50.    Vacant. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Washington. — During  the  past  year  the  attention  of  this  mission  has 
been  mainly  occupied  in  securing  for  itself  a  suitable  house  of  worship. 
The  members  were  first  called  on  for  their  subscriptions,  and  they  all 
gave  liberally  for  their  circumstances.  The  pastor,  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Son- 
tag,  then  spent  several  months  in  visiting  the  churches,  and  succeeded 
in  raising  the  amount  of  subscriptions  to* a  little  over  ;$2,ooo,  when  steps 
were  taken  by  the  committee  of  Maryland  Classis  to  go  forward  with  the 
ttec^ion  of  a  new  church.    The  contract  was  awarded  to  good  and  re- 

rnsible  persons.  It  is  in  good  taste,  in  the  style  of  Queen  Ann,  and 
co^  will  be  14,100.  The  building  is  now  in  the  process  of  erection. 
It  is  expected  to  be  paid  for  by  the  subscriptions  already  received  and 
some  that  are  still  to  be  secured,  which  will  be  supplemented  by  the 
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be  unworthy  of  his  office.  He  found  many  of  his  countrymen  who 
needed  the  gospel,  but  manifested  little  or  no  interest  in  having  it 
preached  to  them.  They  had,  in  some  degree,  lost  confidence  in  min- 
isters, as  well  as  in  Christianity  itself.  This  made  the  beginning  of  his 
work  somewhat  inauspicious,  but  he  has  not  become  discouraged.  He 
preaches  at  present  in  a  rented  hall,  and  has  succeeded  in  gathering 
the  children  together  into  a  Sunday-school,  which  is  growing,  and  pro- 
mises well  for  the  future.  The  beginning  seems  to  be  feeble,  and  the 
work  arduous ;  but  we  have  the  assurance  that  brother  Hartman's  labors 
for  the  souls  of  men  will  not  be  in  vain  in  the  end.  He  is  well  qualified 
for  the  work  which  he  has  undertaken,  and  is  much  needed  to  assist  the 
brethren  already  in  the  field  in  planting  the  pure  Christian  faith  in  the 
place  of  Satan's  synagogue.    Appropriation,  $400.    Pastor,  C.  Hartman. 

OREGON. 

Portland, — ^Membership,  172;  no  at  Portland,  13  at  Sandy,  organized 
into  a  congregation  during  the  year.  50  at  German  Creek  and  the 
Dalles,  also  lately  organized.  Two  Sunday-schools,  with  ninety  scholars. 
Something  over  ^1,000  were  raised  for  congregational  purposes,  such 
as  salary,  sexton,  fuel,  and  the  debt  of  I365  mentioned  in  last  year's 
report,  %^o  were  raised  in  the  congregation  for  the  completion  of  a  new 
church  in  Rev.  Lange's  charge.  The  missionary  has  spent  much  time 
in  exploring  the  country  and  in  organizing  new  churches,  and  it  has 
become  necessary  to  send  other  laborers  into  the  field  to  assist  him  in 
his  work.  Accordingly  two  new  missionaries  were  commissioned  by  the 
Board  at  its  late  meeting,  to  labor  in  Oregon,  in  fields  to  be  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Classis  of  Portland.  They  came  from  the  Pilger-Mission 
of  St.  Chrischona.  at  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  are  highly  recommended 
for  the  work  by  Inspector  Rappard.  Their  names  are  A.  Kreuter  and 
F.  Ewald.  Pastor  Gantenbein  says  that,  in  addition  to  the  points  which 
he  has  been  trying  to  hold  until  relief  should  come,  thtre  are  yet  a 
dozen  prominent  cities  and  German  settlements  of  great  promise  to  our 
•  church  on  the  north  Pacific  coast,  as  yet  untouched  by  us,  which  we 
should  take  possession  of  soon,  before  it  is  too  late.  Appropriation, 
last  year,  $250.    Pastor,  John  Gantenbein. 

Salem. — The  annual  report  of  this  mission  has  failed  to  reach  us,  and 
so  we  cannot  give  statistics.  The  missionary  serves  two  small  congre- 
gations of  Germans,  one  at  Salem,  the  capital  of  the  State,  which  is  still 
without  a  church,  and  the  other  at  Waldo  Hills,  which  completed  its 
church  during  the  year  for  something  over  I500.  He  preaches  at  other 
points,  in  school-houses  and  private  houses.  Latterly  he  has  been 
preaching  regularly  at  Mehannah,  a  summer  resort,  which  in  the  course 
of  time  might  be  made  the  centre  of  a  new  missionary  field.  He  con- 
tinues to  explore  the  country,  to  visit  from  house  to  house,  and  to  en- 
courage his  fellow-countrymen  to  wait  in  faith  until  Providence  sends 
them  a  shepherd  to  gather  them  into  the  folds  of  their  own  church. 
Appropriation,  last  year,  I250;  this  year,  |20o.  Pastor,  Jacob  Muell- 
haupt. 

Canby^  Clackamas  Co. — ^Under  the  Board  2 J^  years.  Congregations,  3, 
Members,  70.  Additions,  47.  Gain,  43.  Baptisms,  5.  S.  S.  scholars,  39. 
Local  objects,  I400.  During  the  past  year  the  pastor,  Rev.  Julius  Lange, 
organized  two  new  congregations,  one  at  Oregon  City,  and  the  other  at 
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New  Era,  seven  miles  distant.  The  first,  the  St.  Peter's  Church,  owns 
three  acres  of  land,  on  which  there  is  a  parsonage,  which  serves  at 
present  as  a  house  of  worship.  The  second,  the  St.  John's  Church,  has 
taken  measures  to  put  up  a  new  church  for  its  use.  An  eligible  piece 
of  ground  has  been  donated  for  the  purpose,  and  subscriptions  in  money, 
labor  and  material  secured.  As  the  people  are  mostly  beginners,  and 
still  poor,  the  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Portland 
Classis,  has  contributed  $50  to  encourage  and  assist  in  this  movement 
The  small  church  erected  by  the  congregation  at  Meridian,  referred  to 
in  last  year's  report,  has  been  finished,  and  is  now  paid  for.  It  is  worth 
1650  at  present,  and  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  worth  considerably  more. 
Brother  Lange,  owing  to  fewness  of  laborers  in  the  field,  has  preached 
at  various  other  points  within  the  bounds  of  the  Classis.  His  health, 
which  had  somewhat  suffered  in  consequence  of  his 'arduous  labors,  has, 
we  are  glad  to  report,  been  restored  to  him.  Appropriation,  last  year, 
$200 ;  this  year  tne  same.    Pastor,  Julius  Lange. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

Walla  Waila, — ^This  mission  was  supplied  for  some  time  by  Rev. 
George  Maechtcrsheimer.  During  the  past  year,  by  the  advice  of  his 
Classis,  he  was  induced  to  transfer  his  labors  to  another  place  in  the 
Territory.  The  field  is  still  vacant,  and,  as  it  is  an  important  one, 
efibrts  will  be  made  to  supply  it  with  a  suitable  missionary,  it  is  hoped, 
at  an  early  day.    Appropnation  last  year,  $200,    Vacant. 

Seattle,  Puget  Stfuftd.— By  the  advice  of  the  Portland  Classis,  Mr. 
Maechtersheimer  was  commissioned  to  labor  as  missionary  at  this  point. 
He  was  well  received  by  his  fellow-countrymen,  and  his  prospects  of 
success  in  this  field  are  encouraging.  Appropriation,  |20o.  Pastor, 
George  Maechtersheimer, 

i^rnnus  Union, — ^The  Rev.  F.  W,  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  the 
Church  and  Committee  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  reports  that  since  the  last 
annual  meeting  of  Synod  he  has  received  for  missionary  purposes, 
^60.49.  Three  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount  has  passed  through  the 
hands  of  our  Treasurer  for  the  support  of  a  mission  under  the  care  of 
the  Board.  The  balance  has  been  paid  into  the  Treasuries  of  other 
missionary  boards  of  the  church. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  missions 45 

Membersinthe  missions 4»i59 

Baptisms  during  the  year 470 

Additions  during  the  year 588 

Sunday^chool  scholars 3.406 

Amount  collected  for  benevolence $932 

"  "  local  objects ^18,929 

Cost  of  property $164,000 

Indebtedness 127,450 

FINANaAL    STATEMENT. 

From  the  treasurer's  report  it  will  appear  that  the  income  of  the  Board 
dnrine  the  year,  from  all  sources,  was  $12,220.8$.    To  this,  however,. 
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must  be  added  over  $i,ocx>,  received  by  the  treasurer  for  the  Washing- 
ton Chapel,  not  included  in  the  income  as  given  above.  The  amount 
then  would  be  113,294.  Last  year  the  income  was  ^15,403,  which  was 
larger  than  usual,  because  many  of  the  contributions  came  in  the  form 
of  thank-offerings  for  the  return  of  peace  and  reconciliation  in  the 
church — supposed  to  be  $5,000.  The  aifference  between  the  receipts  of 
the  two  years  is  less  than  was  anticipated,  and  the  income  during  the 
past  year  was  larger  than  during  any  previous  ordinary  year.  There 
was  due  our  missionaries  in  salary,  on  the  first  of  October,  $4,000,  with 
a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $1,240. 

The  following  statement  of  the  income  of  the  Board  for  missions  in 
former  years — since  i860 — ^may  be  interesting  and  instructive  at  the 
present  time : 

Income  from  i860  to  1865 — five  years $28,538 

"  "      1865  to  1869,  from  the  whole  church,  all 

the  Synods 42,487 

^                       "           "      1869  to  1873,  ^^om  all  the  Synods 19,616 

•  "  "      1873  to  ^877,  from  three  Synods,  on  the 

tri-Synodic  plan 36.315 

'*          "      1877  to  1 88 1, on  the  tri-Synodic  plan  cont'd  46,019 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $15,000  at  least — ^more  if 
possible — in  order  to  meet  current  expenses ;  for  which  we  suggest  that 
the  three  Synods  interested  be  requested  to  adopt  measures  to  raise  the 
following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $8,500 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac 375o 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 2,750 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

That  the  Synods  request  each  congregation  within  their  bounds,  to 
take  up  one  collection  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a 
Church  Building  Fund,  to  assist  missions  to  erect  churches,  either  in 
the  way  of  a  loan  or  a  donation. 

That  the  Synods  request  all  the  ministers  and  pastoral  charges  to  be 
more  careful  hereafter,  that  the  assessments  made  for  missions  be  more 
fully  met. 

That  missionary  festivals  be  held  in  each  Classis,  and  in  the  different 
congregations ;  that  missionary  societies  be  organized  and  encouraged 
in  each  congregation  or  Sunday  School ;  that  missionary  intelligence  be 
diffused  in  all  our  churches,  and  our  people  be  urged  to  give  more  liber- 
ally, so  that  our  missionaries  may  be  more  promptly  paid  and  encour- 
aged in  their  work. 

A  RETROSPECT. 

As  the  period  for  which  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  three  Synods,  conjointly,  comes  to  a  close  during  the  present 
year,  it  is  proper  at  this  time  to  make  a  brief  review  of  our  missionary 
work  during  the  period  of  time  he  has  been  in  office.  It  is  a  matter  of 
encouragement  to  the  Church  that  the  cause  of  missions  has  been  pros- 
pered, and  that  it  has  not  been  without  manifest  tokens  of  the  divine 
avor. 
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Most  of  the  missions  reported  four  years  ago,  are  still  under  the  care 

of  the  Board.      Only  a  few  of  them  have  become  self-sustaining. 

Others,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  are  approaching  to  the  point  when 
they  will  be    able    to    provide  for  themselves.      The  most  marked 

feature  of  our  missionary  work  during  that  period  of  time  is  found  in  its 
enlargement  or  expansion.  Following,  what  were  deemed  clear  indica- 
rions  of  Divine  Providence,  the  Board  established  a  number  of  new 
and  interesting  missions.  The  mission  at  Johnstown,  from  an  humble 
and  inauspicious  beginning,  has  grown  up  and  is  making  cheering  pro- 
gress, having  secured  for  itself  a  church  of  its  own,  not  encumbered 
with  any  remaining  debt.  Other  missions  have  been  established  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod — at  Latrobe,  New  Castle,  and  more 
recently  at  other  points,  which,  however,  have  not  as  yet,  been  supplied 
with  missionary  pastors.  St.  Luke's  mission,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  which 
grew  out  of  a  Mission  Sunday-School,  was  commenced  in  1879,  ^^^  ^^^ 
been  successful  in  erecting  for  itself  a  new  Church,  with  no  large  amount 
of  indebtedness  resting  on  it.  The  present  missionary  at  Emporia, 
Kansas,  was  commissioned  in  the  y^ar  1879.  ^^  organized  the  flock, 
which  had  been  gathered  together  oy  his  predecessor,  into  a  congrega- 
tion, and  has  been  successuil  in  putting  up  a  neat  church  for  its  use, 
whilst  he  has  explored  different  parts  of  tne  State,  and  visited  various 
places  where  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  have  settled.  Quite  re- 
cently the  Board  has  sent  out  another  missionary  to  co-operate  with  him  in 
building  up  the  waste  places  of  our  Zion  in  that  State.  Last  spring  a  mis- 
sionary was  commissioned  to  the  neighboring  State  of  Nebraska,  where 
he  finds  many  members  of  our  church,  among  whom  he  proposes  to 
build  up  missionary  churches.  The  Mission  in  San  Francisco  became 
self-supporting  some  three  years  ago,  and  it  soon  became  necessary  for 
the  Board  to  commission  another  laborer  to  assist  in  carrying  forward 
the  work  of  missions  among  the  Foreign  Germans  in  San  Francisco 
and  suburbs.  Four  years  ago  we  had  only  two  missionaries  in  Oregon 
and  Washington  territory  ;  now  we  have  four,  and  we  will  have  six,  as 
soon  as  two,  from  the  Missionary  Institute  of  St.  Chrischona,  Basel,  now 
in  this  county,  shall  have  reached  their  field  of  labor.  The  first  mis- 
sion in  Oregon  was  started  about  six  years  ago  at  Portland.  It  is  now 
nearly  or  quite  self-supporting — a  source  of  encouragement  and  hope 
to  other  missions  growing  up  around  it.  The  increase  of  laborers  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  led  to  the  formation  of  two  Classes  instead  of  one. 
The  Mission  of  Middlebrook,  Va.,  has  become  self-supporting,  and  a 
new  one  established  in  the  neighborhood.  In  North  Carolina,  three 
new  missions  have  commenced  within  the  past  year,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  assist  in  reviving  and  strengthening  our  Church  in  the  South. 

But  whilst  we  have  endeavored  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  wants  of 
our  people  in  the  West  and  the  South,  and  in  smaller  towns  and  villages 
in  the  East,  we  have  not  overlooked  the  destitution  of  our  larger  cities. 
Over  one  year  ago  we  undertook  to  assist  the  eastern  German  Board  in 
sustaining  a  German  mission  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  have  lately 
conunenced  a  promising  English  mission  in  Philadelphia,  and  are  just 
about  adopting  measures  to  establish  one  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  It  is 
only  the  want  of  means  that  has  prevented  us  from  having  an  English 
mission  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  extending  our  work  among  the  foreien 
Germans  in  New  England.  The  mission  in  Washington,  D.  C,  is  now  m 
its  fourth  year,  and  has  encouraging  prospects  of  permanence  and  suc- 
cess.   All  this  shows,  that,  limited  as  our  resources  are,  we  ckn,  with 
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prudence  and  care,  extend  our  work  also  into  our  large  cities,  and  build 
up  churches  for  our  people,  who  are  continually  flowing  into  them  from 
the  court  try. 

As  system  and  order  are  necessary  in  carrying  forward  the  work  of  mis- 
sions— just  as  much  as  in  any  other  enterprise — it  has  been  a  primary 
object  with  the  Board  to  encourage  and  foster  missionary  societies  in  our 
congregations  and  Sunday-schools.  During  the  last  four  years  many  of 
these  have  sprung  up  in  all  directions,  and  have  proved  themselves  to 
be  a  blessing  to  the  churches,  as  well  as  perennial  sources  of  increase  to  our 
missionary  treasury.  To  supply  these  societies  with  missionary  intelli- 
gence, as  well  as  to  awaken  still  more  the  missionary  spirit  among  our  peo- 
ple, a  monthly  missionary  paper  has  been  published  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board,  which,  if  properly  encouraged,  cannot  fail,  as  we  believe,  to  be- 
come one  of  the  most  potent  agents  in  advancing  our  missionary  interests. 

From  this  brief  review,  as  well  as  from  what  has  appeared  in  our  re- 
ports from  year  to  year,  it  will  appear  that  the  cause  of  missions  is  ad- 
vancing— making  some  progress  among  us.  As  a  consequence,  our  peo- 
ple are  becoming  more  interested  in  this  department  of  benevolence,  and 
their  liberality  is  improving.  During  the  last  four  years  the  entire  amount 
raised  for  missions,  as  reported  regularly  through  our  treasurer  was  in 
round  numbers  $46,000.  The  amount  actually  contributed,  but  not  so 
reported,  was  considerable.  It  would  be  difficult  to  give  the  precise 
amount.  During  the  previous  four  years  the  amount  reported  was  $36,- 
000,  showing  an  increase  of  $10,000  during  the  second  term  of  what  has 
come  to  be  known  as  the  Tri-Synodic  Plan. 

But  whilst  these  facts  go  to  show  that  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
East  has  made  a  good  beginning  in  its  missionary  enterprises,  it  should, 
however,  be  remembered  that  it  is  only  a  beginning.  Our  increasing 
liberality  has  fallen  far  short  of  the  providential  openings,  which  God 
is  making  to  us,  and  most  manifestly  inviting  us  to  enter  and  cultivate. 
As  a  denomination  we  have  the  means — and  we  hope-the  heart  also — 
of  doing  much  more  for  our  Divine  Lord,  who  has  done  so  much  for  us. 
We  have,  in  fact,  great  reason  to  humble  ourselves  in  the  dust  and  to 
hide  our  faces  in  shame  when  we  call  to  mind  what  we  might  do,  and 
listen  to  the  urgent  calls  that  are  made  upon  us  for  help  in  the  many 
waste  places  of  our  country.  It  is  a  cause  in  which  we  can  no  longer 
stand  still  or  be  indifferent,  without  being  guilty  of  the  commission  of  a 
great  sin,  and  of  the  perpetration  of  a  great  wrong  upon  those  who  call 
to  us  for  help  in  their  time  of  need.  It  is  becoming  more  and  more  a 
matter  that  should  cause  ministers  and  members  to  fear  and  tremble, 
lest  God  should  withdraw  altogether  the  light  of  His  countenance.  Upon 
us,  tlierefore,  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  shepherds  of  the  flocks,  com- 
mitted to  our  care,  more  especially,  lies  a  solemn  responsibility  to  cry 
aloud  and  spare  not,  until  our  Reformed  Zion  awakes  from  her  slumbers « 
and  puts  on  her  strength  and  her  beautiful  garments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THEODORE  APPEL, 

Superintendent  of  Missions. 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  4, 1881. 
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n.      REPOBT  OF   TREA8UBEB. 

The  followipg  report  was  received  from  the  Treasurer  of  ^he 
Board  of  Missions : — 

Ih  the  Board  of  Mistioru  of  the  R^ormed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I  regret  to  annonnce  to  the  Board,  and  through  it  to  the  Synods  and  the 
Chardi  at  large,  that  the  finances  are  not  in  as  promising  a  condition  as  at  the 
date  of  my  last  annual  report. 

The  contributions  have  fallen  off  very  seriously  during  the  year,  being  more 
than  twenty-four  hundred  dollars  less  than  during  the  previous  year. 

Some  of  the  Classes  have,  it  is  gratifying  to  state,  increased  their  contribu- 
tions very  handsomely,  but  others,  alas,  have  oome  far  behind. 

The  present  indebtedness  of  the  Board  to  the  missionaries  is  nearly  $4000, 
fiowardit  pa/ing  which  there  is  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  $1230.97,  leaving 
to  actual  indebtedness  of  more  than  $2700. 

Unleas  the  Church  manifests  more  liberality  during  the  present  year,  the 
number  of  missions  must  be  reduced  and  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries  cut 
down.  8ach  a  step  is  painful  to  contemplate,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  may 
be  av«Tt«l  bj  God's  people  increasing  their  offerings  so  that  His  reign  may  be 
extendecl  and  His  kingdom  come. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  sources  and  amounts  contributed  for 
MiflsiOTis^  viz : 

Synod  of  the  United  States, 

Oassis  of  Philadelphia $  116  00 

Tohickon 689  28 

Goshenhoppen 1536  76 

East  Pennsylvania 809  45 

*'        Lebanon 1529  61 

"        Lancaster 761  45 

"        East  Susquehanna 353  00 

«'        West  Pennsylvania 662  20 

Lehigh 473  74 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States    $  6931  48         f 

Synod  of  the  Pototnaeh, 

Cltuma  of  Zion $  387  15 

"         Maryland 910  12 

*•         Mercersbuig 1006  25 

"         Virginia 170  95 

**        San  Francisco 15  00 

"        North  Carolina 72  41 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  .   .      $  2561  88 

Synod  of  Pittvbwrg, 
From  the  Treasurer  of  Synod $  2062  49 


From  Ldeke  legacy  (principal)  . 

'•         '^  "       (interest)     . 

*^      Adelaide  Dechant  legacy  . 

-      Gerhard  legacv 

Balance  in  Treasary  Oct  11,  1880 


Iflscettaneotia  Sowreee, 

.1  500  00 


11  555  85 


135  00 
2i  00 
6  00 
963  86      $  1628  86 


Total  from  all  sonroes 13  184  71 
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Duburaements. 

Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  year   $11  568  74 
Paid  Treasurer  lows  Clarats  ....  35  00 

Paid  Treasurer  Iowa  Classis  per  Trea- 
surer Pittsburgh  Syuod  ...  350  00 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  Oct.  11, 1881          1230  97      13  184  71 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  H.  SfiiBEBT,  Treasurer. 
Harridmrg,  Pa.,  Oct.  3,  1881. 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  for  that  purpose,  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  ex- 
amined the  Treasurer's  Report  with  the  accompanying  yoachers,  and  iSnd  it  to 
be  correct,  with  a  balance  of  $1230-97  in  the  Treasury. 

Witness  our  hands  this  3d  day  of  October,  18S1. 


Sv^.'^gS""'}   «-»^ 


ADDENDA. 

The  following  sums  were  contributed  by  the  different  Classes  during  the 
Bynodical  year,  for  Washington  Mission  Chapel,  viz : 

Lebanon  Classis I  148  10 

Lancaster  Classis 134  67 

Lehigh   Classis 66  00 

Go^henhoppen  Classis 60  00 

West  Susquehanna  Classis 99  00        I  497  77 

Virginia  Classis 18  00 

North  Carolina  Classis 25  00 

Zion's  Clapsis 105  40 

Mercersburg  Classis 551  31        $  699  71 

Miscellaneous 32  40 

Total $  1229  88 

I  III.      BEFOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIOHB. 

The  fol lowing  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report  that  the  folloMring  documents 
have  been  referred  to  them  : 

1.  The  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Mifsions  of  the 
Tri  Synodic  Board. 

2.  I'he  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

3.  A  resolution  of  the  General  Synod  directing  the  attention  of  this  Synod 
to  this  cause,  and  requesting  increased  activity  in  its  behalf. 

'  4.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  requesting  that  the 
mone^  collected  at  the  missionary  meetings  held  during  our  present  sessionB 
be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries. 

5.  The  First  Triennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

6.  A  resolution  of  this  Synod  regarding  the  statement  before  Synod  of  the 
Rev.  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  concern- 
ing the  work  of  said  Board. 

I.     The  Report  of  the  SuperinterulerU, 

R«v.  Dr.  Theodore  Appel,  gives  a  detailed  account  of  the  condition  and 
progress  of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year. 
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The  nomber  of  minions  is  47.  Of  these  26  are  in  Pennsylyania,  2  in  Vir- 
nois,  3  in  Msryland,  3  in  Nortli  Carolina,  2  in  California,  3  in  Oretg^on,  2  in 
WsahiDKtoa  Territory,  and  one  each  in  Delaware*  Washington  City,  New 
York,  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

To  carry  forward  these  missions  and  the  work  presented  by  tlie  continually 
widening  field,  naoney  is  needed.  Besides  an  actual  indebtedness  of  more  than 
12700,  St  least  f  15,000  will  be  needed  to  meet  the  current  expenses  alone  dur- 
iitff  the  coming  year.  Of  this  latter  amount,  your  committee  recommend  that 
$8,500  be  asmimed  by  this  Synod.    Therefore, 

Boohed^  That  this  sum  be  assessed  on  the  Classes  as  follows : 

Classis  of  East  PennsyWania I    800 

"        Lebanon 1  550 

Philadelphia 550 

*•        Goshenhoppen 1  200 

"        Tohickon 826 

*'        East  Susquehanna 1  000 

"        West  Susquehanna 825 

••        Lancaster 1  000 

•*        Lehigh 750 

$8  500 
n.    The  IVeaturer'9  Beport. 

From  this  we  learn  that  there  is  now  due  to  our  missionaries  nearly  |4,000, 
towards  paying  which  there  is  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  only  $1,230.97, 
Icaring  the  above  named  indebtedness  of  more  than  $2700  resting  on  the  Board. 
These  debts  must  be  paid.  The  miasionaries  must  have  bread,  clothing  and 
shelter  for  themseWes  and  families.  Owe  no  man  anything  is  the  dictate  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  enlightened  -Christian  conscience.  The  following 
daates  fell  abort  in  the  payment  of  their  last  year's  assessments : 

Classia  of  Philadelphia $    434  00 

Tohickon 137  72 

«'         Lebanon 20  39 

"         East  Susquehanna 147  00 

**         West  Snsqnehanna 162  80 

'*         Lancaster 238  55 

••         Lehigh 276  26 

ToUl  arrearages 1  914  72 

Two  Classes — ^the  East  PennsyWania  and  the  Goshenhoppen-^oyerpaid  their 
•sNssmenta. 

In  reference  to  this  general  snbject  your  Committee  suggest  the  following 
action: 

Baotoedy  1.  That  the  canse  of  Home  Missions  be  commended  to  the  pray- 
ers and  liberality  of  the  Church. 

2.  That  a  Srnodical  missionary  meeting  be  held  in  this  church  on  Monday 
•▼ening,  October  24th,  at  which  a  collection  for  Home  Missions  is  to  be  taken 
op  and  paid,  according  to  the  recjuest  of  the  Board  ^under  item  4  of  this  re- 
port) to  the  Treasurer  for  the  relief  of  our  missionaries. 

ni. 

Items  5  and  6  embrace  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions.  The  printed 
docament  embodies^  besides  the  report  proper  of  the  Board  of  Comm  HHioners 
for  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church,  the  list  of  the  officers  and 
mefflbera  of  the  Board — its  charter,  order  of  business,  form' of  bequest,  consti- 
totaoo,  report  oi  the  Treasurer,  Ac.  Your  Committee  are  pleased  to  uqte  the 
prospcroos  financial  ooodition  of  the  Board,  the  sam  of  $21,0/6.18  having 
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been  paid  into  its  treasary,  of  which  $17,72170  have  baen  diabur^ied,  leaving 
a  balance  of  $3,330.48  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

Another  feature  presented  by  the  above  named  document  is  that  the  Board 
has  already  receive  i  several  legacies  from  friends  of  the  cause.  Such  gifts 
will,  in  all  probability,  continue  to  flow  into  the  Lord's  treasury.  The  gold  and 
«ilver — the  earth  and  the  fullness  thereof— are  His.  We  too  are  His.  And 
when  mites  and  millions  are  cheerfully  and  lovingly  offered  to  Christ,  then 
will  the  kingdom  come  and  the  heathen  be  given  to  Him  for  His  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  His  possession. 

But  the  Board  needs  now,  and  will  continue  to  need  not  only  money  but 
men.  A  single  yoan|;  man  is  desired  to  be  an  assistant  to  our  missionary  in 
his  foreign  field.  It  is  important  to  secure  an  unbroken  succession  of  work- 
men in  the  mission  ;  so  that  should  one  of  the  men  be  overcome  by  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day,  the  other  might  continue  the  work  till  support  could 
come.  In  vie^  of  these  recited  facts  your  Committee  suggest  the  following 
action : 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Classes  in  arrears  be  requested  to  make  prompt  pay- 
ment of  the  amount'i  they  still  owe  on  former  assessments  for  Mi^isions. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  Synod  request  all  the  ministers  and  pastoral  charsea 
to  be  more  careful  hereafter,  that  the  assessments  made  for  missions  be  fally 
met 

Resolvedy  3.  That  this  Synod  recommend  the  holding  of  missionary  festivals 
in  each  Classis  and  in  the  different  congregations ;  that  missionary  societies  be 
organized  and  encouraged  in  each  congregation,  missionary  intelligence  dif- 
fused in  all  our  churches,  and  our  people  urged  to  give  more  liberally  so  that 
our  missionaries  may  be  more  promptly  paid  and  encouraged  in  their  work. 

Resolved,  4.  That  this  Synod  recommend  each  congregation  within  its 
bounds  to  take  up  one  collection  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
a  Church  Building  Fund  to  assist  missions  to  erect  churches,  either  in  the 
way  of  a  loan  or  a  donation. 

Resolved,  5.  That  we  commend  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  to  the  prayers 
and  liberality  of  the  Church. 

Resolvedj  6.  That  the  question  of  sending  a  second  missionary  to  the  foreign 
field  he  commended  to  the  prayerful  consideration  of  our  Classes  and  Congre- 
gations, in  the  hope  that  the  Lord,  who  knoweth  the  hearts  of  all,  ma^  be 
pleased  to  show  whom,  if  any,  He  hath  chosen  to  take  part  in  this  ministry 
and  apostleship.  Look  out  among  you  a  man  of  honest  report,  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  wisdom,  whom  we  may  appoint  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word 
in  tiapan;  and 

Whereas,  There  are  important  advantages  in  employing  native  converts 
in  the  Foreign  Mission  work  in  their  respective  countries ;  and 

WhereaSf  There  are  already  many  native  Japanese  studying  in  the  Collies 
and  Seminaries  of  other  Churches  in  the  United  States,  (and  one  such  in  our  own 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College),  with  a  view  to  the  Christian  ministry  ;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  request  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  consider  the  propriety  of  taking  nnder 
their  care  a  native  Japanese  youth  (either  the  one  now  at  College,  or  some 
other  one  that  may  present  himself),  and  preparing  him  for  the  miasion  work 
of  our  Church  in  his  native  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Isaac  K.  Loos, 
L.  E.  Evans, 
Chas.  Kantner, 
Christtiak  Gast, 
J.  B.  Leinbach, 
Jones  DetwiiiEb.   J 


OommiUee, 
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Dr.  Tho8.  8.  JohnstOD,  Secretary  of  Board  of  Foreign  Missiops, 
presented  to  the  Synod  a  number  of  copies  of  the  First  Triennial 
report  of  the  Board  of  Ck)mmissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, — with  a  brief  address,  in 
which  he  gave  an  interesting  statement  of  the  success  that  crowned 
the  efforts  of  the  Church  in  this  department  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence. In  regard  to  ^is  matter  Synod  adopted  the  following 
resolution : 

Sesohed,  That  this  Sjnod  has  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  intereatiog 
statement  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  S.  Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Miffiiona,  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Board,  and  the  subject  of  Foreign  Mis- 
■iomi,  aa  embodied  in  the  triennial  report  of  this  Board  of  Commiraionen  for 
Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Chorch  in  the  United  States. 

The  term  of  the  Misfiionary  Superintendent  having  expired,  the 
President  of  the  tri-Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions  submitted  a 
double  number  of  Candidates,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nomination.  The  election  was  held,  and  the  tellers  reported 
through  the  President  that  it  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Rev.  Henry 
Mosser,  to  serve  for  four  years  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1882. 

The  Missionary  Meeting  provided  for  in  the  report  on  Missions 
was  held  on  Monday  evening.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Rev. 
P.  S.  Davis,  D.  D.,  Rev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  and  D.  E.  Klopp,  D. 
D.  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Missions  the 
money  collected  at  this  meeting  was  paid  to  its  Treasurer  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  relief  of  our  Missionaries. 

IV.      ELECnOK  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  the  Board  of  Missions  to  serve 
four  years,  from  January  Ist,  1882 : — 

Revs.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  John  O. 
Johnson,  I.  K.  Loos  and  Thos.  J.  Barkley ;  Elders  Geo.  W.  Hen- 
■el  and  Wm.  H.  Seibert. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Trustees  of  Synod  submitted  their  Annual  Report,  accom- 
panied with  the  Treasurer *s  Report.  It  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  except  the  nominations  for  filling  the 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  Board,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nominations. 

Bepcrl  of  the  Board  of  Tnuteet  of  Synod, 

To  the  SjDod  of  the  Beformed  Chorch  in  the  United  States,  convened  at 
Dasville  October  19, 1881. 

Fathers  ajtd  Bretbilen  :  Your  Board  begs  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
In^;  report  : 
The  Board  is  composed  of  the  following  members : 
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Jamefl  T.  Rsber,  whose  term  expires  Janaary  1, 1882 
Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snjder,  "  •'  "         "  1883 

John  J.  Niiwiey,  "  **  «'         "  1884 

Rev.  C.  S.  Gerliard,         "  "  "         "  1886 

R.  F.  Kelker,  «  •*  *•         "  1886 

As  James  T.  Raber's  term  will  expire  January  1, 1882.  we  propose  the 
naoies  of  John  F.  Orth,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and  George  H.  Small,  of  Harriabarg, 
Pa.,  as  suitable  candidates  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  at  ila  late  meeting : 
lUsolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  respectfully  calls  the  special 
attention  of  Synod  to  that  part  of  the  Treasurer's  report  which  relates  to  the 
arrearages  of  certain  Classes  on  Synodical  apportionments  for  the  contingent 
and  sinking  funds.  Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  Snydeb,  PresidenL 

John  J.  Nisslet,  Treasurer,    In  ctceount  with  the  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  JMited  States'^ 

•         fob  contingent  fund  and  board  of  publication. 

1880.  Db. 

Oct.  18,  To  Balance  in  Treasury I  90  80 

*'        **  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 19  20 

**  30,    "  Cash  from  East  Penna.  Qassis,  per  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler, 

Treas 60  00 

1881. 
Jan.  21,  "  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq. 

Treas.    . 66  00 

"     27,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 8  00 

April  5,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A.  , 

Haas,  Treas 11  00 

May     3,  *'  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 21  00 

"  13,  *'  Cash  from  Tohickon  Classis,  per  I.  G.  Gerhardt,  Esq., 

Treas 55  00 

July  13,  *'  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rev.  T.  F.  Johnston,  D. 

D.,  Treas 115  00 

Aug.  20,  **  Cash  from  Classis  of  Lehigh,  per  Rev.N.S.Strassburger, 

Treas 65  00 

Sept.  21,  "  Cash  from  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treas.    45  00 
.1    24,  «<  "         Tohickon         "      •*    L  G.  Gerhardt,  Esq., 

Treas 54  00 

^     *'    "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 38  01 

u      «    «f  Qjjsii  from  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treas.    14  00 
Oct.     4, "  '*        Goehenhoppen  Classis,  per  D.   B.  Mauger, 

Esq.,  Treas 88  00 

$749  01 

1881 .  Cb.  " 

Jan.    3,  By  Cash  paid  Jas.  T.  Raber,  Esq.,  Travelling  Expenses  .   .  $    2  35 
"      "    *•  "       Rev.  C.  8.  Gerhart,  "  i'         .   .        1  45 

"    24,  '•  •*  "    8.  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  salary  as  Stated  Clerk, 

Translating  Minutes,  Postage,  &c. 126  25 

*«      "   ««    Cash  paid  Reformed  Church  Pub.  Board,  on  acct  of 

Printing  Minutes  of  Synod  for  1880 93  00 

Carried  forward I'i2a  05 
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Broagfat  forward $223  05 

M^  13,  *'    Cish  paid  Reformed  Pab.  Boanl.  bal.  in  fall  for  Print- 
ing Minutes  of  Synod 165  00 

Jone  13.  "    Caah  paid  Rev.  F.  A.  Gast,  Expenses  to  Mercersburg  .  .  6  83 
Oct     ^  "            "        W.  D.  Grosa,  Eftq.,  Treaaurer  General  Synod, 

balance  due  on  AaaeaBment  at  Lancaster,  Pa 340  00 

"   10,  *'    Balance 14  13 

$749  01 

SiNKiKG  Fund  Acxjount.  

1880.  Br. 

Oct.    18,  To  Balancein  Treasury $409  05 

******  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 10  07 

"     90,  "  Cash  from  East  Penna.  Classis,  per  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler, 

Treas. 50  00 

1881. 
Jan.  21,  *'  Ca«h  from  East  Susquehanna  Claasis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq., 

Treas 116  00 

**     27,  ''  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Cl&vis,  per  Rey.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 15  85 

April   5,  **  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rey.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 24  50 

May     3,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rey.  W.  A. 

HaaR,  Treas 71  35 

■*     13,  "  Cash  from  Tohickon  Classis,  per  I.  G.  Gerhardt,  Esq., 

Treas 56  00 

July  23,  "  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rev.  T.  F.  Johnston,  D. 

D.,  Treas. ,110  00 

Aug.  20,  "  Cash  from  Classis  of  Lehigh,  per  Rey.  N.  S.  Strassbur- 

ger,  Treas 60  00 

21,  "  Cash  from  Lancaster  Classb,  per  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treas.    25  00 
f.     24,  "  •'        Tohickon        "        •'    1.  G.  Gerhardt,  Ei»q.,  "      50  00 

**     *'     "  *'        West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas. 33  00 

<.     »     «<  (^h  ffOQ,  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rey.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treas.     35  00 
Oct.      4,  "         "        Goshenhoppen  Classis,  per  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq., 

Treas. 85  00 

••     10,  "  Cash  from  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rey.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Treas.,      20  00 

$11602 

1881.  Ca.  

Jan.  21,  By  Caah  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Esq.,  Treas.  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, 6  Months'  Interest  on  $2500.00  loan  to  Jan.  9, 

1881 $  75  00 

**        •*  Cash  paid  same  on  acct  of  Prindral  of  said  Loan  .   .   .    500  00 
July  23,    «         "        Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Eso.,  Treas.  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, 6  Months'  Interest  on  balance  of  Loan 60  00 

Oct.    4,    "  Cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Esq.,  Treas.  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, on  acct.  of  Principal  of  Loan 500  00 

•*    10,    "  Balance 33  82 

$1168  82 

Xhe  nndefBigned,  appointed  a  committee  to  audit  the  account  of  John  J. 
Niasley.  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Synod,  certify  that  they  have  compared  his  youch- 
ers,  ana  find  it  correct ;  and  that  there  remains  in  his  hands  a  balance  due 
Contingent  Fond  of  $1413,  and  Sinking  Fund,  $33.82. 

C.  S.  Gerhard, 

Hdrrithtrff,  0¥.  \%  188L  W.  H.  H.  Snyder. 
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Sdminabt  and  Gerhart  Fund. 

1880.  Db. 

Oct  20,  To  Cash  from  A.  and  S.  Hoerner,  6  moe.  interest  on  Cook 

Legacy 13800 

Jan.    4,  "  Six  mos.  interest  on  Gerhart  Legacy 9  00 

*'    25,  ^  Cash  from  Isaac  Mumma,  Esq.,  6  mos.  interest  on  Kiefier 

Legacy 125  00 

Mar.  14,  *'  Cash  from  B.  Wolf,  Jr.,  6  mos.  interest  on  Kiefier  Legacy,  135  00 
May  13,  "  Cash  from  A.  and  8.  Hoemer,  6  mos.  interest  on  Cook 

Legacy 36  00 

Jnly  12,  "  Cash  from  Isaac  Mumma,  Esq.,  6  mos.  interest  on  Kieffer 

Legacy,  to  Aug.  1,  1881 126  00 

**    13,  *'  Cash  6  mos.  interest  on  |300  Harrisbui^  City  Bond8,Ger- 

hart  Legacy .        9  00 

Aag.  11,  '*  Cash  from  B.  Wolf,  Jr.,  principal  of  Mortgage  against 

Wm.  Heyser  (Kieffer  Legacy) 4500  00 

'*  122  days  accrued  interest  on  same 91  50 

$5066  60 

1881.  Cb.  ~ 

April  6,  By  Cash  paid  John  B.  Roth,  £sq.,Trea8.  Theological  Sem- 
inary, 6  mos.  interest,  Kieffer  Legacy $260  00 

**        "  Cash  paid^Jolm  B.  Roth,  Eso.,  Treaa.  Theological  Sem- 
inary, 6  mos.  interest.  Cook  Legacy 36  00 

July   13,   *'  Cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home. Missions,  one 

year's  interest  on  |100  Gerhart  Fund 6  00 

"  .     "  (^SLfth  paid  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treas.  Foreign  Missions,  one 

year's  interest  on  $100  Gerhart  Fund 6  00 

**        "  Cash  paid  Chas.  G.  Fisher  for  nse  of  Board  of  Education, 

year's  interest  on  $100  Gerhart  Fund 6  00 

Aug.  12,   *'  Expense  to  satisfy  Wm.  Heyser,  Mortgage 4  00 

*"    20,    "  Cash  paid  John  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

interest  on  Kiefier  Legacy 212  50 

**        *'  Cash  paid  John  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

6  mos.  interest  on  Cook  Legacy 36  00 

"  Balance 4500  00 


$5066  50 


The  following  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are  in  arrears,  viz. : 


OorUin^ent  Account. 
1880  East  Pennsylvania,  $55  00 

$65  00 

1878  East  Susquehanna     80  00 

1879  •*  75  00 

1880  .  "  72  50 

227  50 


SinkiTig  Fund, 

1879  East  Pennsylyania  $52  25 

1880  "  50  00 

102  25 

1878  East  Susquehanna  95  00 

1879  *•        86  00 

1880  "        67  60 


1880  Wcft  Susquehanna    60  49  247  60 

60  49  1879  West  Susquehanna    32  25 


1876  PhUadelphia  ...    60  00 

1877  *•     ...  65  00 

1878  "     ...  75  00 
1880     "     ...  59  00 

259  00 

$601  99 


1880      "        67  60 

99  76 


$449  50 
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Batrtnd  Faiktn  and  Brethren: — In  preientiog  this,  mj  third  anDnal  report, 
I  beg  to  state  that  there  have  been  ^p  changes  made  in  the  investments  of 
Sjnod  doringthe  past  year,  excepting  that  the  mortgage  against  Wm.  Kevser, 
of  f4500,  conMtitating  a  part  of  the  Kteffer  Legacy,  has  been  paid  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  awaiting  re-investment 

The  Treasurer  is  pleased  to  inform  Synod  that  he  has  been  able  daring  the 
past  year  to  pay  off  the  balance  of  $340  due  the  General  Synod,  on  af^sessment 
at  LancaMer,  Pa.,  and  also  paid  |1000  on  account  of  principal  of  $2500  loan 
fcr  nse  of  Publication  Board. 

The  Treasnrer  is  also  pleased  to  inform  Synod  (hat  some  of  the  Classes  have 
heeded  the  request  of  Synod,  and  paid  their  assessments  in  full.*  Others  are 
■tlli  in  arreaiB  for  a  number  of  yearit,  and  in  one  case  not  anything  has  been 
paid  during  the  past  year.  Very  respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  J.  NissLEY,  Treasurer, 

HmitmeUtomn,  Pa„  October  17,  1881. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted  ;^— 

BEPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

Toar  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  items 
vere  referred  to  us  for  consideration : 

1.  The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 

2.  A  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  calling  attention  to  that 
part  of  the  Treasurer  s  report  which  relates  to  the  arrearages  of  certain  Classes 
oo  Synodical  apportionments  for  the  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds. 

3.  An  apponionjnent  to  this  Synod  by.  the  General  Synod  of  $1,080.00  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  meeting  at  Timn,  Ohio. 

4.  A  resolution  of  Synod  assumine  $1,500.00  of  the  indebtedness  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  to  the  estate  of  N.  Fisher. 

Your  Committee  examined  the  Treasurer's  report  and  find  a  balance  of 
$47.95  in  the  Treasury,  of  which  amount  $14.13  is  credited  to  the  Contingent 
Fund,  and  $33.82  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  Treasurer  reports  that  he  has  paid  the  $340.00  which  had  still  been 
owing  the  assessment  of  the  General  Synod  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  und  also  the 
gratifying  fact  that  he  has  been  able  to  pay  $1000.00  on  the  loan  effected  for 
the  use  of  the  Publication  Board.  This  leaves  a  balance  of  $1,500.00  of  the 
original  loan  unpaid.  Of  this  amount  your  Committee  deem  it  proper  to 
apportion  $500.  The  Treasurer  further  states  that  he  holds  in  his  hands, 
awaiting  re-investment,  the  sum  of  $4,500,  the  same  being  a  part  uf  the  Kieffer 
legacy,  received  by  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  held  againn  Wm.  Heyser. 

The  foUowing  arrearages  on  the  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds  are  also 
ported  by  the  Treasnrer : 

OontingerU  Fund,        Sinking  Fund. 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  1880         $  55  00 

1879  $  52  25 

1880  50  00 


East  Susqoehanna  Classis,    1878 

1879 
1880 


West  Sasqnebanna  aassis,  1880 

1879 
1880 


55  00 

80  00 
75  00 
72  00 

102  25 

95  00 
85  00 
67  50 

227  50 
60  49 

247  50 

32  25 
67  50 

60  49  99  75 
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Philadelphia  CI 


1876 

60  00 

1877 

65  00 

1878 

76  00 

1880 

59  00 

259  00 

Making  atotal  of  1601.99  for  Contingent  Fund,  and  f449.50  for  Sinking 
Fund. 

In  yiew  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  bj  way  of  the  resolution  re- 
ferred to  your  Committee  calls  special  attention  to  these  arrearages  we  would 
suggest  the  following  action : 

Beaolved,  That  Synod  request  those  Classes  which  are  in  arrears  to  Contin- 
gent and  Sinking  Funds  to  take  such  measures  at  their  next  annual  meetingB 
as  will  assure  a  speedy  payment  of  such  indebtedness. 

Assuming  the  apportionment  of  f  1.080  by  the  General  Synod,  |400  as  the 
amount  necessary  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  present  Synodical  year, 
^500  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  together  with  the  $1500  additional  aranmed  by 
Synod,  provision  will  have  to  oe  made  for  $1,480  for  Contingent  Fund,  and 
$2  OOQ  for  Sinking  Fund. 

In  order  to  meet  this  yoor  Committee  recommend  the  following  apportion- 
mmt. 

CoiUingeiU  Fund.  Sinking  Fund. 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis    ...    |  184  00 |  240  00 

Lebanon  Classis 414  00 540  00 

Philadelphia  Classis 81  00 105  00 

Lancaster  Classis 92  00 ]20  00 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  ...        173  00 225  00 

West  Susquehanna  Classis  ...       104  00 135  00 

Ooehenhoppen  Classis 138  00 180  00 

Tohickon  Classis 150  00 195  00 

Lehigh  Classis 207  00 270  00 

1543  00  2010  00 

BespectfuUy  submitted,  T.  O.  Stem, 

J.  K.  MiLLSTT, 

G.  W.  Hembel, 
Chas.  Hartzeli., 

G.  8.  SOBBER. 


As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  Classes 
of  Lancaster  and  East  Susquehanna  desired  to  be  relieved  of  a 
portion  of  the  Synodical  assessment  for  Home  Missions.  The 
request  was  granted. 


An  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Soard 
of  Trustees  of  Synod.  Revs.  Jos.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  and  li.  P. 
Zinkhan  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  counted 
them,  and  reported  the  results  through  the  President.  The  elecUon 
resulted  in  tlie  choice  of  John  F.  Oith,  of  Reading,  Pa. 
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Revs.  Thomas  N.  Reber  aad  S.  B.  Scheafi^r  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-tive  cents  from  each 
member  of  Synod  to  defray  the  immediate  contingent  expenses  of 
Sjnod.  This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received  and  adopted  : 

Toar  committee,  appointed  to  collect  an  assessment  of  25  centjt  from  each 
member  of  Sjnod  to  pay  for  expenses  incurred  at  the  present  meeting,  tieg 
leave  to  report. 

That  the  work  of  the  committee  has  been  attended  to^  and  that  thej  have 
realized  the  8um  ol  seventeen  dollars,  which  has  been  paid  to  the  panior,  liev. 
W.  C.  Schaefier.  Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  N.  Beb£B. 


In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  instruction 
is  giren  by  the  General  Synod  to  the  District  Synods  to  pay  their 
respective  shares  of  a  claim  due  George  Gelbach.  And  whereas  no 
official  statement  is  given  of  the  amount  due  Mr.  Gelbach,  there- 
fore : — ^It  was 

Etsdved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  discover  the  amount 
of  brother  (jelbach's  claim,  and  embody  the  same  iu  his  next  annual  report. 

Renolvedf  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  Synod ical  assessments  for  Missions  and  other  pnrposen  and  re* 
port  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod  upon  what  basis  such  assessments 
shall  be  made. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Revs.  C  S.  Gerhard,  H.  Mosser,  I.  K.  Loos,  J. 
Kehm,  and  Elder  Wm.  K.  Gresb. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFEREXCES. 

The  judgment  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  in  re^rd 
to  the  itemsj  contained  in  their  report  under  the  head  of  Irregularis 
ties  was  affirmed. 


In  regard  to  several  omissions  by  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes 
of  Clares  appointed  by  Synod  a  year  ago  the  following  action  was 
taken: 

Where-Vs,  The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Clasps,  appointed  by  the  Synod 
at  Meyert'tciwD  in  1880,  failed  to  report  the  Licensure  ot  certain  brethren,  and 
the  ordination  of  another  brother,  therefore  : 

RtsoltefJj  That  the  present  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  for  the  year 
l^Sl,  be  authorized  to  attend  to  the  duty,  overlooked  la«t  year,  and  enter  the 
nameff.  together  with  the  factx,  of  licensure  and  ordination  under  a  note»  head- 
ed, *-  Items  overlooked  at  previous  se-wions  of  Synod/' 

As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  the  General 
Brufxi  will  hold  its  next  triennial  ses^iions  in  the  Third  Reformed 
Church  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on  the  Wednesday 
before  the  second  Sunday  of  May  A.  D.  1884,  at  eight  o'clock,  p.  M. 

4 
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ARTICLE  XVII. 

CX)MPLAINT8. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  Synod.  . 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

BUNDAY-BCHOOLS. 

There  being  no  report  received  from  the  Sunday-School  Board 
the  following  action  was  taken : 

Resolved,  That  in  yiew  of  the  fact,  that  the  Sunday-School  Board  has  failed 
to  8eDd  an  annual  report  of  its  work  to  this  Synod,  the  Stated  Clerk  be  in- 
structed to  call  the  attention  of  said  Board  to  this  neglect  and  remind  it  of  the 
action  of  Synod  of  1878,  page  50,  on  this  subject. 

The  discussion  on  questions  pertaining  to  the  Sunday-School 
took  place  on  Friday  evening.  The  services  were  presided  over  by 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz.  The  first  subject,  namely,  the  "  Re- 
sponsibility and  Influence  of  the  Sunday-School  Teacher,"  was 
discussed  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Millett.  The  second,  *'  Methods  of  Teach- 
ing and  Wesson  Helps,"  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Stoner,  and  the  third, 
"  Sunday-School  Music,"  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Detrich.  These  were  fol- 
lowed by  several  volunteer  speakers.  The  discussions  were  quite 
interesting. 

The  nomination  of  candidates  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  who  reported  a 
double  number  of  candidates.  The  election  was  held,  and  re£fulted 
in  the  choice  of  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  PMicaUon  from  Auffwt  l$t,  1880,  to 

July  Ist,  1881. 

To  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  the 
Board  of  Pablication  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  States  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report : — 

The  Board  during  the  year  has  held  one  special  and  three  r^^Iar  meet- 
ings. At  each  due  attention  was  given  to  the  interests  entrusted  to  their 
chaige.  It  takes  great  pleasure  in  reporting  a  continued  improvement  In  its 
afiairs.  In  all  of  the  departments  there  has  been  an  increase  of  receipts,  and 
in  the  case  of  some  of  the  Periodicals— as  laAt  year — the  increase  has  been 
very  decided.    Only  two  of  the  latter  have  suffered  a  decrease  in  the  number 
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of  sabscribere,  viz. : — The  Reformed  Qwxrterly^  to  the  number  of  27,  and  the 
iDoothlj  CkUfTi  TVeaaury,  to  the  number  of  490,  loos  than  last  year*  whilst  in 
the  otliers,  the  increaHe  over  all  dincontinuanceA  is  yery  considerable,  showing 
1  gradual  and  permanent  gain.  The  following  is  the  ezcesM  of  additions  over 
discontinuances  in  each  caise  :  Messenger,  27C  ;  GfJumUan,  249  :  Child's  Treasuryt 
(semi-monthly),  674;  Sttnshinef  932;  and  Lesmn  PnperSt  17G8.  In  the  case 
of  the  Masaen/ger  it  may  be  remembered  that  the  number  of  subscribers  it  now 
has,  is  for  the  double  sheet  alone,  so  that  in  comparing  the  number  of  sub- 
scriben  wiih  that  of  I&ntyear,  we  find  the  increase  is  all  told  a  small  fraction 
over  one  lhou$«and  (1000).  Al-^o  in  the  case  of  the  Child's  IV^ogary,  whilst 
there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  num()er  of  subitcribers  for  the  MojUfUy,  there 
has  been  a  corresponding  increase  in  those  of  the  Semimonthly, 

In  the  Book  Department,  as  a  whole,  there  is  an  improvement  There 
seema  to  be  a  more  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  ministers  and  mem- 
ben  of  the  Church  to  give  it  their  patronas^e.  And  this  they  certainly  owe 
to  it,  since  it  is  the  establishment  of  the  Church,  and«  that  not  for  the  benefit 
pecuniarily  of  any  particular  individuals,  but  for  that  of  the  Church.  There 
IS  still,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  too  many  to  give  their 
patronage  to  outside  parlies  and  ignore  altogether  the  claims  of  their  own 
Fnblication  House.  The  Board  would  here  emphatically  reiterate  the  fact, 
that  it  has  the  ability  and  facilities  for  supplying  any  book  or  books  at  the 
same  rates  at  which  they  Cin  be  h:ui  at  any  other  house.  Nothing,  verily,  is 
saved  to  the  parties  thus  giving  their  orders  to  other  houses,  whilst  it  is  that 
much  gain  to  our  own  house,  if  thev  favor  it  with  them.  During  the  year, 
31,850  copies  of  books,  &c.,  were  printed  for  this  department. 

The  usnial  Committee  to  whom  is  assigned  the  si)ecial  duty  of  taking  an  ac- 
count of  stock  and  investigating  the  financial  condition  of  the  establishment, 
w^  appointed.  They  attended  to  their  duty  and  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted  : — 

•*  Brethren  of  the  Board  of  PubliecUion  : 

'*  Your  Committee  appointed  to  take  account  of  stock  and  report  upon 
the  aivets  and  liabilities  of  the  Board,  respectfully  offer  the  following.  We 
find  the  Book  department  in  good  condition.  We  still  have  a  considerable 
amount  of  unsaleable  stock  on  hand,  on  much  of  which  we  place  no  estimated 
value.  There  is  also  some  of  the  stock  that  has  depreciated  in  value,  which 
we  rednced  accordingly  in  our  estimate  of  assets. 

After  throwing  out  all  stock  as  valneleas  upon  which  we  could  not  realise  at 
ODce,  and  deducting  for  depreciation  of  stock  and  all  bad  or  doubtful  accounts, 

we  find  the  Asaeis  to  be  in  sum  total $42,949  47 

Keal  Estate 35,000  00 

$77,949  47 

Liabiliticj!, $34,434  48 

Mortgage, 20,000  00 

64,434  48 

Excess  of  asseta $23,514  99 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  expenses  are  now  fully  within  oar 
own  income,  and  that  the  prospects  are,  we  will  be  able  gradually  to  reduce 
oar  liabilities  even  after  paying  the  heavy  amount  of  interest  to  be  met  an- 
nnallv  on  mortgage  and  loans. 

All  our  Periwlieahi  are  now  self-sastaining,  and  some  of  them  pays  hand- 
some profit,  which  meets  the  interest  account. 

The  wholesale  department  of  the  Book  Store  is  also  paying  well,  bat  the 
retail  department  fifdls  considerably  shon  of  expenses,  if  we  count  reasonable 
rent  Ibr  siore  room  on  second  floor. 
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Through  the  energy  of  onr  attorney,  Daniel  H.  Wingerd,  Esq.,  a  large 
amount  has  been  collected  on  ohl  account^.  We  heartily  recommend  that  the 
good  work  be  continued  without  respect  to  persons,  until  all  the  old  accounts 
be  collected  up. 

The  outlook  is  very  encouraging,  if  the  Synods  will  allow  us  to  po  forward 
in  our  own  way,  and  our  ministers  and  members  will  give  us  their  confidence 
and  patronage. 

J.  W.  Love,         ^ 

A.  B.  WiNOERD,     V  Committee. 

Geo.  Gelbach,     J 

WhilHt  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  to  report  thus  encouragingly  of  the 
interei^ts  und^r  its  charge,  it  is  made  to  have  feelings  of  sadness,  when  it 
here  chronicles  the  fact  that  ere  its  present  finaDciai  year  had  reached  iVi 
clwe.  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.D.,  was 
stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  his  lalWrs,  and  called  up  higher.  Though 
death  met  him  far  from  his  home  and  the  scene  of  his  many  years  labor  for 
the  Church,  he  fell  at  his  post  of  duty.  It  may  well  be  said,  that  the  present 
enconragiug  condition  of  the  affairs  of  the  Board,  is  mainly  owing  to  bis  un> 
tiring  energy  and  pronounced  bu8ine^s  qualifications,  not  to  say,  to  his  life- 
long devotion  and  unselfish  interest  in  the  Publication  afiairs  of  the  Church 
he  loveii  so  well,  and  for  which  he  labored  so  abundantly.  Verily,  the  Church 
will  never  know  how  much  he  has  done  and  sacrificed  in  this  particular,  and 
owes  him  a  great  drbt  of  gratitude  for  whatever  she  has  to-day  in  the  way  of 
Publication  interests.  He  closed  his  earthly  career  in  the  72d  vear  of  hia 
age,  on  Whitsunday  (June  5th),  1881.  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  whither  he  had  gone  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  General  Sjnqd.  His  remains  were  borne  to  Ciiam- 
berrburg,  and  deposited  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  Reformed  Church,  alongside 
of  beloved  dead,  there  to  await  the  resurrection  morn. 

Immediately  upon  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  its  Superintendent 
and  Treasurer,  the  Board,  at  the  call  of  its  President,  met  at  its  rooms  in 
special  session,  June  16,  1881.  It  recognized  the  life  and  character  of  its 
late  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  by  adopting  the  following  minute : — 

The  Board  of  Publication  has  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death 
of  Rev.  Samuel  R.  Fisher,  D.  D  ,in  Tiffin,  O.,  on  Whit«^unday.  His  intimate 
and  long  continued  association  with  the  Church  has  endeared  and  familiarized 
him  to  the  great  body  of  its  members,  and  his  intimate  and  cherished  relations 
with  this  Board  gained  for  him  the  confidence  and  love  of  all  who  compose  it. 
Identified  with  the  ministry  of  his  Church  for  nearly  fifty  (60)  years,  and 
connected  with  its  Publication  interests  for  more  than  tbrty  (40)  years,  the 
Church  most  sensibly  felt  and  keenly  appreciated  his  nsefuln&^<4  as  pastor, 
preacher,  editor  and  manager  of  its  publications.  Even  '*  in  a  good  old  age/' 
"  his  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural  force  abated."  *'  He  died  in  his  har- 
ness,'' while  engaged  upon  an  important  work  for  the  Church,  which,  if  he 
had  been  spared  to  complete,  would  have  crowned  his  life  of  useful  industry. 

'*  As  a  shock  of  com  cometh  in  his  season/'  has  he  been  gathered  by  the 
Great  Harvester  to  his  eternal  reward.  "Neither  shall  his  place  know  him 
any  more  on  earth/'  but  on  the  records  of  the  Church,  and  in  the  hearts  of  its 
members,  his  memory  shall  be  unfading.  Where  dwell  the  just  made  perfect, 
is  the  spirit  of  our  dead  brother  and  friend. 

The  Board  at  the  same  time  requested  the  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  to  fill 
the  plac^  of  Synodical  Editor  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  made  vacant  bv  the  death 
of  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  I).,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Syno«i. 

The  Board  also  appointed  Rev.  Chas.  G-  Fisher,  who  had  bieen  his  father  a 
assistant  for  the  past  fifteen  months,  as  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  until 
the  meeting  of  Synods.  Hence  the  business  of  the  Board  has  gone  on  without 
any  interruption  and  with  usual  care  and  attention,  as  the  annual  statement 
accompanying  this  report  will  show. 
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The  Board,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Board,  has  been  able  to  collect  a  goodly  portion  of  its  outptanding  dues,  and 
in  this  particular  much  is  due  to  the  Attorney  of  the  Board,  Daniel  H. 
Wingerd,  Esq.  The  Board  has  directed  the  Superintendent  to  pui^h  the  mat- 
ter of  cril lections,  so  as  to  brinf;  its  bu8in<*8fl  more  and  more  to  a  cash  buRis. 

The  General  Agent,  H.  K.  Biuklev,  has  met  with  signal  success  in'adding 
to  ihe  number  of  subscribers  to  **  The  Messenger  ^^  during  the  year.  The 
Board  asks  for  him  the  earnest  and  hearty  co-operation  of  the  brethren  of 
the  Church.  who9«  charges  he  may  vif^it  from  time  to  time  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  work  he  has  undertaken — a  work  that  concerns  the  whole  Ciiurch. 

The  Board  during  the  year  accepted  the  resignation  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Wliit- 
mer,  as  Editor  of  the  '*  Child  s  Treasury"  and  appointed  Rev.  R.  L.  Qcrhart, 
as  hiA  soocessor,  who  has  already  entered  on  his  duties. 

The  Board  has  resolved  to  issue  during  the  coming  year,  two  (2)  grades  cf 
Leflfon  Papers — Advanced  and  Primary.  In  order  to  have  a  uniform  and 
satisfactory  series  of  Lessons  and  CommentB  for  the  Church,  the  Board 
would  reitpectfuliy  ask  the  Synods  to  allow  it  to  see  to  the  editing  and  prepara- 
tion of  the  same  for  the  coming  year. 

At  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  held  last  June»  it  was  informed  of  the 
disposal  made  by  its  late  Superintendent  and  Treasurer,  in  liis  Iu<i  will  and 
Tej*tanient,  of  his  original  investment  and  advances  as  Treasurer,  viz. :  *'  that 
if  the  Board  so  wished,  $15,000.00  of  the  sum  total  should  remain  for  the  use 
of  the  Board  for  15  years,  provided,  good  security  should  be  given  for  its 
payment  at  the  end  of  that  period  and  that  theintereiit  be  regularly  paid."  The 
Board  by  way  of  arriving  at  a  settlement  with  the  P^xecuiur  of  the  Estate  — 
t»  to  the  actual  amount  due  said  estate,  found  it  to  bts — up  to  June  16.h.  1831, 
principal  and  interest,  $17,886.06. 

In  the  same  will,  the  late  Superintendent,  devises  to  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion, the  Stereotype  plates  and  Copyrights  of  his  books  published  by  the 
Board,  riz.:  ''  Exercises  on  Heidelberg  Catechism/'  '*  Heidelberg  Catechism 
Simplified/*  and  *'  Family  Asnistant." 

Among  the  liabilities  of  the  Board  were  two  notes  amounting  to  '?2. 000.00, 
held  by  the  £i$tate  of  Mrs.  N.  Fi.-her,  dec'd,  of  which  Hon.  John  Cwtjna  is 
Administrator.  The  Administrator  having  informed  the  Board  by  letter  that  it 
was  his  desire  to  settle  up  the  estate  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Board  made  pro- 
visions for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  same,  by  makinc:  a  loan  throu!<U  a 
oote  for  four  (4)  months,  thrown  in  bank,  endorsed  by  individual  membei*s  of 
the  Board.  The  Board  would  respectfully  reque'«t  the  Synods  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  providing  the  Board  with  funds  sufficient  to  cancel  tlio  loan 
thus  made  when  It  becomes  due,  in  the  usual  proportions  from  each  Synod. 

The  term  of  service  of  D.  W.  Gross,  one  of  the  Trustees  from  the  Svnod 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  from  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh, will  expire  on  Jan.  1st,  1882.  Hence  it  will  devolve  upon  these  two 
Synods  CO  fill  the  vacancies  that  will  thus  occur  in  the  Board  at  their  Annual 
Be»ions.  D.  W.  GROdd,  President, 

Cbas.  G.  Fisheb,  Secretary  pro  tern, 
PhiladeipbU,  Sept.  27th,  1881. 

Tbe  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  super- 
intend  tbe  publication  of  the  **  Hausfreund,"  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  ou  Publication: 

TO  THE  BEV.  SYNOD  OF  THE  BEFORMED  CHURCH  OF  THE  17.  S. 

The  Committee  on  the  poblicstiou  ot  the  Hansfreund  would  respectfully 
ofier  the  following  report  with  regard  to  said  paper : 
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The  Hausfreund  continues  to  be  published  every  two  weeks.  The  paper  is 
not  only  Belf-sustaining,  but  during  the  year  $100  was  appropriated  out  of  its 
surplus  funds  to  Home  Missions.    The  paper  has  over  1,900  subscribers. 

Bespectfnily  submitted, 

Jko.  W.  STfitNMETZ,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Publication  to  whom  the  foregoing  reports 
were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received, 
taken  up  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted.  The  report  as 
adopted  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  reports :  That  we  received  the  annual 
report  of  the  Bosrd,  an  itemized  statement  of  its  receipts  and  diRbnrsements 
during  the  year  ending  Aug.  Ist,  1881,  and  of  its  liabilities  and  assets  on  the 
Fame  day,  and  a  report  of  the  Hausfreund  Committee.  From  these  papers  we 
learn, 

a.  That  the  condition  of  the  Bosrd  improved  during  the  past  year.  The 
subscription  list  of  the  different  periodicals,  with  two  exceptions,  has  not  onlf 
been  maintained,  but  increased. 

6.  That  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  Bev.  Saml.  R. 
Fisher,  D.  D.,  ditd  during  the  year,  and  that  hiR  place  has  been  filled  by  ap- 
pointing his  son,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  as  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer, 
till  the  present  meeting  of  Synod. 

e.  That  the  late  Rev.  Sami.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  directed  in  his  last  will  and 
teMtament,  that  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  $15,000.00  of  his  original  in- 
yextment  and  advances  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  for  its  use, 
provided  cood  security  be^iven  fur  its  payment  at  the  end  of  15  years  from 
date  and  tlie  regular  pavment  of  interest  thereon. 

He  has  alno  generously  bequeathed  to  the  Board  of  Publication  the  stereo- 
type plaics  and  ropyrighis  of  his  books,  viz.,  **  Exercises  on  the  HeideU)erg 
Catechism,'  '*The  Heidelberg  Catechism  Simplified/'  and  *'The  Family 
Assistant." 

Your  Committee  rrcommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption: 

1.  Resolved,  That  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  appointment  of 
Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher  by  the  Board,  as  its  Superintendent  and  Treasurer. 

2.  Resolved f  That  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  from  the  Board  of  the 

Provision  made  in  Dr.  Fisher's  will  whereby,  if  desired  by  the  Board,  it  may 
ave  the  use  of  $15,000.00  subject  to  certain  conditions. 

3.  JReaolved,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  provided  for  in  the 
Sinking  P^und  the  sum  of  $1,500,  this  Synod's  portion  of  $2,900,  due  the  estate 
of  N.  Pif«her  deceased,  be  included  in  the  assessment  for  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed  to  apportion  the  same  at  the 
present  sessions  of  Synod. 

4.  Besolvedf  That  the  Board  of  Publication  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  to 
pelect  a  jperson  to  prepare  the  Sunday-School  Lesson  Papers  for  the  coming 
year. 

5.  Resolvedf  That  Sjmod  accepts  with  feelings  of  thankfulness  the  stereo- 
type plates  and  copyrights,  bequeathed  to  the  Board  by  the  late  Rev.  Saml. 
R.  Fisher,  D.  D. 

6.  Besolved,  That  the  Periodicals  and  Publications  of  the  Board  be  recom- 
mended to  the  members  of  the  Church  for  their  support,  and  that  the  pastors 
and  officers  of  our  congregations  be  reouested  to  co-operate  with  H.  K. 
Binkley,  the  General  Agent  of  the  Board*  in  procuring  subscribets  fur  th« 
Publications  of  the  Church. 
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7.  Reached^  That  tlie  Hdtu^eund  be  heartily  recommended  to  the  favor  of 
the  German  members  of  the  Church. 

Beepectfully  submitted,  N.  S.  Stbassburoeb, 

8.  B.  SCHAFER, 

N.  Z.  SmroER, 
1.  G.  Brown, 
Jastes  T.  Reber, 
B.  F.  Bausman. 

The  election  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  was  held  and  re- 
Balted  in  tbe  election  of  James  T.  Reber  for  the  term  of  four  years 
from  the  1st  of  Januaryf  1882. 

A  vacancj  having  occurred  on  tbe  Editorial  Staff  in  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  S.  R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Synod  entered  into  an  election, 
which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Jno.  H.  Sechler,  as  Synodic 
Editor.  

As  the  eminent  services  of  the  late  Rev.  Saml.  R.  Fisher,  D«  D., 
came  prominently  before  the  mind  of  Synod  in  tbe  consideration  of 
the  Report  on  Fublication,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  minute  expressing  tbe  feeling  of 
this  Synod  in  regard  to  his  untiring  labors  for  tbe  Church,  and  the 
loss  it  has  sustained  in  his  decease.  The  committee  consists  of 
Revs.  T.  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  J.  Kebm,  and 
Elders  Jones  Detwiler  and  Wm.  R.  Gresh. 

The  report  was  read  and  adopted  by  a  rising  vote.'    It  reads  as 

follows : 

Your  Committee  appointed)  to  draft  a  memorial  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
tbe  Rev.  Saml.  B.  Fisher,  D.  D..  which  occurred  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  on  the  5th 
of  Jane,  1881,  daring  hia  attendance  at  the  seflpions  of  the  General  Synod, 
rqxirt  aa  foUowB: 

Betohed,  That  we  hereby  exprera  oar  profonnd  regret  for  the  loan  of  our 
venerable  brother,  Saml.  R.  Fisher,  D.  I).,  who,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
(oTi^  years,  ban  dischtirged,  with  eminent  ability  and  fidelity,  the  difficnit 
dntiea  of  the  office  of  Stated  Clerk  to  this  Mother^ynod  of  the  Reformed 
Choich  of  the  United  States. 

Raohedy  That  we  hereby  bear  testimony  to  his  high  Christian  character, 
his  sterling  moral  integrity  in  his  business  relations  and  his  devoted  zeal  to 
tbe  best  interests  of  the  Chnrch  of  his  fathers. 

Thos.  C.  Porteb,  D.  D.,  Chairmany 

D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D., 

J.  Kbhm, 

Jokes  Dstwhjsb, 

Wm.  R.  Gresh. 

The  committee  appointed  a  year  ago  consisting  of  Revs.  Geo. 
Wolfl^  D.  D.,  L  K.  Loos,  and  J.  8.  Vandersloot,  to  confer  with 
BimiUur  committees  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  the  Potomac 
with  reference  to  plans  for  promoting  the  success  of  the  publication 
operations,  reported  that  probably  through  a  failure  to  notify  the 
aforesaid  Synods,  no  committees  were  appointed  for  this  purpose, 
and  consequently  no  work  done  toward  tius  end.  The  committee 
was  discharged. 
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Synod  was  informed  that  the  Stated  Clerk  had  complied  with 
its  instructions  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of  its 
last  annual  sessions. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  in  respect  to  the  publi- 
cation and  distribution  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sessions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instracted  to  have  seventeen  hundred 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  present  sefisions  duly  authenticated,  published ; 
twelve  hundred  in  the  English  and  five  hundred  in  the  German  language. 

Beaolved,  ThatJ  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  be^  requested  to  digtribute  the  Minutes 
of  Synod,  to  the  different  Classes,  on  tlie  basis  of  assessment  of  contingent 
fund.  • 


The  Committee  continued  by  the  Synod  of  last  year  to  co-operate 

with  a  similar  committee  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  m  the 

preparation  of  the  "  Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 

States/'  with   music,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 

read  and  referred  to   a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  J. 

Kehm,  Geo.  W.   Hensel  and  D.  M.  Woiff.    The  report  read  as 

follows : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book  with 
rouHic  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  the  work  of  selecting  suitable  tunes  for  the  hymns — a  work  equally 
apportioned  between  your  Committee  and  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac — has  at  length  been  completed :  it  only  remains  now 
for  the  Synod  to  determine,  whether,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  General 
Synod  held  at  TiflSn,  appointing  a  committee  *'to  provide  a  Hymn  Book  for 
the  use  of  the  whole  English  portion  of  the  Church,"  it  is  expedient,  at  this 
time,  to  incur  the  expense  of  publit^hing  a  book,  which  the  next  General 
Synod  will  set  aside.  Should  it  be  deemed  best  to  await  the  action  of  the 
General  Synod's  Committee,  which  is  instructed,  "  to  complete  its  work  and 
report  no  later  than  by  the  next  triennial  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,*'  the 
results  of  the  labors  of  your  Committee  would  he  preserved  as  material,  for 
any  future  Committee,  that  might  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  edition  of  the 
proposed  Hymn  Book  with  music.    Bespectfully  submitted, 

F.  A.  Gast, 
W.  E.  Krebs, 
£dw.  J.  Zahm. 

The  Committee,  appointed  by  Synod,  to  whom  the  above  report 
was  submitted,  read  their  report,  which  was  adopted.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Hymn  Book  with  music  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  paper  placed  in  their  hands ;  but 
in  view  of  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  on  this  subject,  they  do  not  feel 
satisfied,  to  recommend  to  Synod,  at  the  present,  to  order  the  publication  of 
such  an  edition — on  the  other  hand,  they  do  not  think,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  the  committee  ought  to  be  dischar]^. 

We  therefore  recommend  to  Synod  the  following  action : 

WnSREASy  This  Synod  does  not,  at  present,  see  its  way  clear  to  order  the 
pnblication  of  an  edition  of  the  Hymn  Book  with  music,  therefore 

Besdved,  That,  this  Committee  be  continued  until  the  General  Synod  shall 
have  disposed  of  the  Hymn-Book  question. 
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Boohed,  That  thiR  Synod  appreciates  tlie  care  and  labor  bestowed,  bj  the 
Comisittee  on  the  Hjmn  Book  with  mnsic,  and  returns  its  thankn  to  them 
for  liie  fiiithfai  performance  of  their  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Kehm, 

D.  M.  Wolff, 

Geo.  W.  Uensel. 


ARTICLE  XX.  i 

CHURCH   GOVERNMENT. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  reported  an  item  requesting 
Spcds  and  Classes  carefully  to  examine  the  revised  Constitution, 
as  published  in  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  and  to  give  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  on  certain  proposed  changes  in  our  practical 
Church  government. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of 
Bev».  L  E.  Graetf,  N.  Z  Snyder,  Geo.  P.  Hartzell,  Elders  Geo.  W. 
Hensel  and  Wm.  K.  Greeh.  A  report  was  presented  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  after  some  discussion,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
until  the  next  Annual  Meeting.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Your  Comnaittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  propof^ed  revised 
Constitution  of  our  Church,  find  it  proper  to  Bay  that  the  General  Synod  a^ks 
a  cartful  ezaminatif  n  and  consideration  of  this  reviision  of  our  organic  law, 
ind  desires  especially  to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  relative  to  the  three 
following  points,  viz. : 

First  it  18  proposed  to  have  the  General  Synod  meet  annually,  instead  of  tri- 
ennially. 

Id  view  of  the  fact  that  this  hody  in  to  he  numerically  small,  and  that  it  ia 
to  have  jurisdiction  only  in  matters  of  general  interest,  we  deem  it  proper  that 
tbe  proposed  change  should  be  given  a  careful  consideration. 

In  the  second  place  it  is  proposed  to  have  the  district  Synods  elect  the  dele- 
giies  to  the  General  Synod,  instead  of  the  Classes. 

As  this  change  seems  to  be  necessarily  involved  in  the  adoption  of  the  first 
one,  we  may  lie  allowed  to  suggest  that  this  also  is  entitled  to  our  thoughtful 
(XHiAideration. 

The  third  point  on  which  we  are  a^ked  to  give  an  opinion  is,  the  concentrar 
tion  of  Churcn  work  on  Boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod. 

Although  thiA  measure  is  not  necersarily  the  result  of  the  two  previous  ones, 

may  still  be  regarded  as  their  normal  outcome  and  completion,  and  as  cal- 
culated io  nnify  and  strengthen  our  benevolent  operations.  H(!nce  this  change 
ibo  shoii.d  receive  our  calm  and  enlightened  consideration. 

We  are  not  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  go  into  any  detail  in  reference  to  all 

e  changes  proposed  in  the  revision,  and  therefore  we  limit  our  judgment  to 
the  poinis  already  mentioned. 

Respectfully  sabmitted, 

I.  £.  Gbasff,  Chairman, 

The  recommendation  of  General  Synod  to  add  another  column  to 
the  present  statistical  table,  giving  the  estimated  valuation  of  the 
Church  property  of  the  several  congregations  and  charges  of  the 
Churchy  is  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  Classes. 
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ARTICLE  XXL 

MISCELLANEOaS. 

The  following  paper  waa  received  frt)m  the  President  and  Super- 
intendent of  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Wonielsdorf,  Pa.,  and  referred 
ix)  a  Committee  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  J.  A.  Peters, 
T.  J.  Barclay,  Jones  Detwiler,  Jas.  T.  Reber. 

TO  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  THE  TTNITED  STATES. 

{StaterMnt  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,) 

Fathers  and  Brethren :  The  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home 
at  WomelRdorf,  Pa.,  aak  leave  to  submit  to  your  reverend  body  the  following 
statement : 

During  the  past  year  the  Lord  has  again  bestowed  manv  blessings  on  our 
Home.  We  have  had  no  case  of  serious  illness  among  the  inmates.  The  de- 
portment of  the  orphans  has  been  highly  commendable.  On  last  Good  Friday 
five  of  their  number  were  confirmed  as  members  of  the  congregation.  During 
the  year  a  number  were  dismissed  from  the  Home,  and  new  ones  were  received. 
At  present  we  have  66  orphans  in  the  institution. 

The  farm  yielded  encouraging  crops — 290  bushels  of  wheat,  198  bushels  of 
rye,  439  bushels  of  oats,  350  bushels  of  corn,  15  bushels  of  buckwheat,  150 
bushels  of  grapes,  150  bushels  of  potatoes,  30  tons  of  hay,  and  pasture  for  10 
head  of  cattle,  25  bushels  of  peaches,  25  bushels  of  apples,  and  all  the  vege- 
tables for  the  use  of  the  Home. 

It  afibrds  us  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  whole  of  the  cash  payment 
($4000)  still  due  on  the  property,  with  one  year's  interest,  has  been  entirely 
liquidated.  The  receipts  for  current  expenses  during  the  year  were  smaller 
than  they  have  been  for  years  past,  and  were  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  neces- 
sary outlay.  For  a  number  of  years  a  floating  debt,  incurred  chiefly  by  making 
needed  improvements,  has  accumulated  to  the  amount  of  $2,800.  The  Board 
deeply  regrets  the  existence  of  the  only  remaining  incumbrance,  and  earnestly 
appeals  to  the  friends  of  the  Home  to  help  us  remove  it. 

By  reason  of  a  lack  of  funds,  we  still  can  admit  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
fatherless  applicants.  We  scarcely  know  what  construction  to  put  on  the 
diminution  of  our  receipts  during  the  past  year.  Times  have  been  improving. 
Money  certainly  haf«  not  been  as  scarce  as  in  the  preceding  years.  Yet  there 
has  been  a  falling  ofl*  of  support.  We  cannot  fill  our  building  with  orphans 
unless  we  receive,  along  with  them,  the  needed  means  of  support  Pie&«e  send 
U8  help,  that  we  may  enlaige  and  extend  the  benign  influence  of  this  Home. 

6.  Bausman,  Pres,  Board  of  Managers. 
D.  B.  AlbriohTi  Superintaident* 


The  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  waa  re- 
ceived and  adopted. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  BETHANY  ORPHANS'  HOME. 

Your  Ck)mmittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  statement  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  on  the 
general  subject  of  Orphans'  Homes,  would  respectfully  report : 
U  That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  documents  committed  to  their  charge, 
and  are  rejoiced  to  learn  that  the  debt  formerly  resting  upon  (he  real  estate  of 
Bethany  Orphans*  Home  has>  during  the  past  year,  l^on  entirely  liquidated, 
and  that  the  cultivation  of  its  farm  has  been  attended  by  an  encouraging  de- 
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^Kft  of  prosperity.       'We   regret,  however,  to  be  informed  that  there  is  still  a 
cQii«i)denb\e  ftoating  debt  to  be  provided  for,  and  that  the  contributions  re- 
cently received  have  been  bo  small  as  to  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  necesMirj 
comnt  expemea.     Tbe  latter  fact  would  seem  to  indicate  a  lack  of  zeal,  owing, 
VeTlkaps,m  pait,toa  mistaken  impression  that  the  prosperity  of  the  institution 
'^  90  g;reai  aa  to  enable  it  to  dispense  with  the  libenil  contributions  of  former 

Tinder  the  ^rcamstances  your  Committee  would  beg  leave  to  propose  the 
iAloving  action : 

BaUnd^  1.  That  the  success  which  has  attended  the  earnest  and  self-denying 
likon  of  the  Managers,  Snperinteodent  and  other  friends  of  Bethany  Orphans' 
Bomet  calU  for  devout  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  urges  us  to  re- 
Kwed  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  noble  charity. 

BfsUved,  2.  That  the  cause  of  the  orphans  be  specially  commended  to  the 
empathy  and  liberality  of  pastors  and  churches,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
take  up  collection.:)  for  this  purpose  during  the  Christmas  festivaU 

Bc^Aved,  3.  That  the  Classes  be  requested  to  take  measures  to  increase  the 
tfflouni  of  their  contributions  to  the  Orphans'  Home,  so  that  its  benevolent 
■-•pentionflt  may  be  enlarged,  and  that  the  congregarions  be  recommended,  if 
puvdble,  wverallj  to  determine  the  minimum  amount  of  their  annual  contribu- 
:ioo«,  so  that  the' institution  may  be  in  some  degree  assured  of  a  reliable  and 
regular  income. 

ResrJreti,  4.  That  this  Synod  suggest  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bethanv 
Orphan.^  Home,  that  thev  issue  an  appeal  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  to  each 
pastor  in  this  Synod  and  m  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  to  the  friends  of  the 
orphan  cause  in  other  Synods  of  the  Church,  for  special  collections  from  con- 
rregations  and  Sunday-schools,  and  donations  from  individuals  at  the  next 
Christmas  Festival,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  DUBBS, 

J.  A.  Peters, 
T.  J.  Bahclay, 
Jones  Detwileb,  . 
Jab.  T.  Keber. 


Committee. 


In  the  dUcussion  of  the  Orphan  Cause,  the  eubject  for  caring  for 
indigent  persons  was  brought  into  consideration,  thereupon  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted : 

ResohetL  That  a  Committee  of  five,  three  ministers  and  tiro  elders,  bo  ap- 
pc'inted.  who  shall  take  into  consideration  the  advisability,  on  the  part  of  the 
*rharch,  of  taking  some  steps  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  indigent  persons  of 
'jir  oommonionf  and  that  the  Commiitee  suggest  some  plan  looking  to  this  end 
lod  npirt  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Synod.  The  Committee  con- 
f.^  at  Bev9.  P.  S.  Davis>  D.  D.,  D.  £.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  J.  Nissley, 
Jas.  T.  Beber. 

An  overtare  from  Northern  Illinois  Classis  was  submitted  to  a 
oommittee  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Derr,  I.  E.  Graeff  and  J.  J. 
NisEJej,  who  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted.  It 
reads  as  follows : 

SEQUEST  OF  THE  KORTHEBN   ILLINOIS  CL^SSIS. 

Toor  committee^  to  whom  the  request  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Claaais  was 
refemd,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  action  for  adoption:  Jj 
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This  Sjnod  sincerely  sympathizer  with  the  brethren  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Classis  in  their  d&Mre  and  attempt  to  efltablish  a  college  within  the  territory  of 
their  Classic,  and  believe!^  that  such  an  institution,  properly  funded  and  in- 
ternally fitted  out,  would  indeed  prove  an  unspeakable  ble^fling  to  our  Church 
in  that  portion  of  the  West,  centering  in  the  proposed  locality,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  public  in  that  portion  of  our  country.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
heavy  demands  upon  the  financial  resources  of  this  Synod  at  this  time,  as  re- 
gards, more  especially,  its  publication  and  missionary  interests,  it  feeU  itself 
reluctantly  constrained  to  refuse  the  request,  in  its  present  form,  of  said  Clasais. 
In  doing  thin,  however,  the  Synod  does  not  wish  to  bar  the  door  against  grant- 
ing such  a  request  in  the  future,  especially  as  soon  as  undoubted  evidence  is 
presented  to  it  of  proper  efTorts  having  been  made  to  call  out  the  means  of  that 
portion  of  the  Churcn  directly  interested  in,  and  contiguous  to  such  an  enter- 
prise, and  the  plan  for  its  general  internal  equipment  ha»  been  properly  sub- 
mitted, accompanied  by  proper  assurances  of  its  certain  ultimate  success. 

Meanwhile  this  Synod  calls  the  attention  of  brethren  (x>%^essed  of  wealth  to 
this  request  of  Northern  Illinois  Classis  for  aid  in  erecting  and  founding  a 
college  at  Foreston.  Illinois,  as  presenting  an  opportunity  of  the  highest  and 
noblest  order  for  the  exercise  of  their  benevolence,  and  for  so  investing  their 
wealth  as  to  cause  it  to  bring  an  unspeakable  blessing  to  the  Church  and  the 
world  for  coming  generations.  Such  an  institution,  properly  endowed  and 
equipped,  planted  in  the  portion  of  Illinois  indicated  in  this  request,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Reformed  Church,  would  prove  a  light-tower  to 
guide  thouaanus  to  a  haven  of  peace,  who  would  rise  up  in  the  flay  of  judg- 
ment to  bless  the  munificent  donor,  or  donors. 

Kcspectfully  submitted, 

Joshua  H.  Debb,  Chairman. 

In  connection  with  this  report  the  following  instruction  was  given : 

Hesolvedf  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  immediately  transmit  to  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  Northern  Illinois  Classis  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  special  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  request  of  said  Classis  in  ref- 
erence to  sending  an  agent  into  our  territory  in  the  interests  of  a  college,  to  be 
located  at  Foreston^  Illinois. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  Sessions  of  Synod,  Rev.  I.  H.  Torrence, 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bible  Society,  was  introduced  to 
Synod,  who  presented  a  number  of  documents,  and  addressed  the 
Synod  briefly  on  the  Bible  cause,  whereupon  the  following  action 
was  taken  : 

lUaolved,  I.  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  remarks  of  the 
Rev.  I.  II.  Torrence,  Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bible  Society. 

Hesolvcdf  2  That  the  subject  of  the  Bible  cause  and  the  documents  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  of  three  to  report  a  minute  on  this  subject  daring 
the  present  Sessions  of  Synod. 

The  committee  consists  of  Bev.  J.  O.  Johnson,  J.  D.  Detrich  and 
Jones  Detwiler. 

The  committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted. 
It  read  as  follows  : — 

BEFOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OK  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  in  reference  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Bible  Society  and  its  work  would  respectfully  present  the  following  re- 
port : 

The  Pennsylvania  Bible  Society  distributes  th& Scriptures  amongst  the  des- 
titute of  all  nationalities  and  in  several  languages.    In  the  homes  of  the  poor 
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• 

arni  of  Ron-chnrclv-jo'ng  people,  in  railrond  depotsi,  caw  and  b<rit«  the  Wtml  of 
God  wcitiM  «e!dom  in:  j»een  or  hean)  were  it  not  for  the  labors  of  thi*  Society. 
The  pJacanU  of  ^in  are  flung  broadcast,  and  are  |KM>tefi  bi'lbre  the  eyes  of  old 
«nd  yo4in^;  and  the  |)eo|de  of  God  do  well,  by  a  fn^e  distribution  of  tlie  Sacred 
^vriptnres.  to  c<»nnteract  the  influence  of  mich  ndverti«»enu*nt8  of  evil. 

When  the  Bi^>le  S^ici^'ties  began  their  gooti  work  in  the  early  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  Bibles  were  com paraiively  Hcarccj  but  now  six  or  seven 
niillion  copies  of  the  Word  are  pnblis)ie<l  annually.  In  view  of  the  great 
?QncefM  of  ihe<e  Societies  we  •*  rejoice,  yt»a,  and  will  rejoice."  Their  work  is 
auxilianr  to  that  of  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  is  worthy  of  the  confldence 
and  co-t>penttion  of  the  Church.    Therefore, 

Rtmirtd,  That  Synod  invokes  the  blessing  of  Qod  upon  the  Bible  Society, 
and  pravi^  for  i\a  continued  u»iefulne$>s. 

Retfoirfidy  That  Synod  commends  it  to  the  liberality  of  our  congregations, 
and  to  the  co-operation  of  all  our  memben. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
J.  O.  JonxsoN,  1 

J.  D.  Detricii,  >      Oommiitee, 

Jones  JDetwiler,     ) 


The  Committee  on  Nominations^  to  whom  had  been  referred  bo 
much  of  the  reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Pub- 
hcation,  as  related  to  the  filling  of  the  vacancies  occurring  in  these 
B«»ard5 ;  a  communication  from  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  in  regard  to  the  vacancies  oc- 
curring in  that  Board  ;  several  letters  received  in  reply  to  telegrams 
s«ent  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  such  other  nominations 
as  are  usually  made  for  the  election  held  by  Synod,  submitted  their 
report,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  fourth  day  of  the  Scj^sions.  The  re- 
port was  received  and  adopted.  The  election  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  at  10  a.  m.,  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Kessions,  and  the 
Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  thp  requisite  number  of  copies 
of  the  Nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod. 

The  election  was  held  at  the  time  appointed. 

The  President  apjwinted  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  Geo.  S.  Sorber,  L.  F. 
Zinkhan,  P.  Y.  Shelly  and  S.  S.  Kohler  as  tellers.  These  received 
the  ballots  as  the  roll  was  being  called — counted  them — and  re- 
ported the  results  through  the  President  as  found  recorded  in  each 
cade  in  its  appropriate  place,  except  the  filling  the  vacancies  occur- 
ring in  the  board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Colle^re, 
which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  lion.  J.  B.  Livingston,  Geo.  W. 
Hensel  and  John  Heilman. 


Mr  H.  K.  Binkley,  agent  of  the  Church  Periodicals,  who  has  been 
m  successful  in  soliciting  subs^cribers  for  the  "  Messenger  "  and 
"  Haiisfreund,"  was  introduced  to  Synod.  Having  received  per- 
middon  to  address  the  Synod,  he  presented  his  cause  to  the  members 
of  this  body  in  such  a  manner  as  proved  that  he  was  thoroughly  in 
earnest,  and  to  aaeiat  him  in  his  work  he  solicited  the  hearty  co- 
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operation  of  all  ministers  and  elders  to  give  our  Church  papers  a 
^ider  circulation. 


On  the  fifth  day  of  the  Sessions,  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  M.  L.  Fritch 
and  Elder  B.  F.  Bausman  were  appointed  a  Committee,  through 
whom  all  applicants  for  absence  shall  be  presented  to  Synod.  They 
reported  from  time  to  time  such  applications  as  were  made  to  them 
for  absence,  when  in  each  case  the  Synod  was  brought  to  a  direct 
vote  on  them. 


The  request  of  Lebanon  in  regard  to  marginal  references,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  T.  J.  Barclay,  T. 
O.  Stem  and  J.  B.  Leinbach,  who  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted. 

Your  Gommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  Iq  recard  to  marg:iDal 
references,  report  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Synod  that  there  should  be  a 
sufficient  number  of  marginal  references  to  indicate  the  leading  subjects  in  the 
body  of  the  minutes.  Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  J.  Barclay,  Ckainnan, 


A  number  of  tracts  on  the  office  of  Deaconess  were  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  for  distribution.  The  President  appointed 
Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer  to  distribute  the  same  among  the  delegates  of  this 
body. 


ARTICLE  XXIL 

RESUMPTION  AKD  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  the  oongresation  of 
the  Shiloh  Reformed  Church  through  its  pastor,  and  to  the  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity, for  the  kind  and  hospitable  entertainment  received  by  the  members  of 
this  Synod  during  its  present  Sessions. 

Rcftolvtdy  That  the  Suited  Clerk  be  instructed  to  tender  the  thanks  of  thi^ 
Synod  to  the  different  railroad  companies  for  permitting  the  members  of  Synod 
to  pass  over  their  roads  at  reduced  rates  of  travel. 


The  roll  was  called  and  none  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
sion. The  minutes  were  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 


63 
ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Betolrtdj  That  -we  adjoam  to  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Reformed 
Cbureb  at  Bellefonte*  Osntre  county,  Pa.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  October, 
A-  D,  1882,  at  7  :  30  r.  M- 

The  members  of  Synod  gathered  around  the  chancel,  sang  a 
iijmn,  repeated  the  Apostles'  Creed  and  Lord's  Prayer  in  unison, 
&nd  vere  dismissed  by  the  President  with  the  Apostolic  Benedic- 
tion. Jon.  W.  Steinmetz,  President. 

Jxo.  P.  Stehst,  Staled  Clerk. 

Official  copj  from  the  original  minutes. 

Jon.  p.  Stein,  Sated  Clerk. 
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Members  Present...... ...M.. 3 
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**              **       Publieatioo  of,  ordered 66 
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"        Beport  of  the  Superintendent  of. 24 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


The   Reformed   Church   Publication    Board   comprehending  the 

necessity  of  having  a  Book  and  Stationery  Store,  for  the  accommo<latiou 

of  the  membership  of  the  Beformed  Church,  and  relying  on  their  patrons  to 

sustain  and  successfully  carry  forward  such  an  enterprise,  have,  at  considerable 

expense,  established  a  store  at  the  above  locality,  where  can  at  ail  times  be  had 

the  publications  of  the  Church,  together  with  a  full  and  complete  assortment 

of  the  newest  Sunday-school  books  from  the  various  leading  houses  in  this 
city,  New  York  and  Boston.    Also, 

FAMILY  BIBLES,  SUNDAY-SCHOOL  HYMN  BOOKS, 

POCKET  BIBLES,  REWARD  CARDS, 

PRAYER  BOOKS,  WALL  ILLUMINATIONS, 

BLANK  BOOKS,  PAPER  AND  ENVELOPES, 

BLACK,  RED  and  VIOLET  INKS,  INK  STANDS,  &c. 


Special  attention  paid  to  the  selection  of  Sunday-school  Libb abides, 
and  the  filling  of  orders  of  Theological  Wobks,  guaranteeing  to  do  so  at  as 
reasonable  a  rate  as  any  other  regular  House  in  the  City.  Any  book  published 
sent  postpaid,  to  any  address,  upon  receipt  of  price.  Orders  solicited,  and 
satisfaction  assured.    Address, 

REFORMED  CHURCH  PUBLICATIOJT  BOARD, 

907  Arch  Street, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Omm  Mwndred  mtid  TMriif-^ixih  Annuai  8e99ionB. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


SYNOD 


OF    THE 


REFORMED  CHURCH 


IN    THE 


UNITED  STATES 


AT 


BELLEFONTE,   PA.,   OCTOBER,   1882. 


PHILADELPHIA: 
BEFOBMED  CHUSCH  PUBLICATION  BOARD, 

907  Abch  Strebt. 
1882. 


XjEI^MI^T^. 


ART.  L  OPEKiKa  op  Stnod. 

ART.  II.  Meicbebs  Present. 

ART.  III.  Election  of  Offxcsbb. 

ART.  IV.  Rules  of  Order. 

ART.  V.  Appointment  of  Standing  Coicmittees. 

1.  On  Minutes  of  Synod, 

2.  On  Overtures. 

3.  On  Qnretpondenee  with  Sister  Chwrehes. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes, 

5.  On  Exeaninaiionf  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

6.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical  Reports. 

7.  On  Theological  Seminary. 

8.  On  Missions. 

9.  On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  Publications. 

ART.   VI.  CoMMUNICATIONa 

ART.  VII.  Minutes  of  Synod. 
ART.  VIII.  Overtures. 

ART.  IX.  CORRESPONDENOB  WITH  SiBTER  ChURCHES. 

ART.  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

ART.  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

ART.  XII.  Religion  and  Morals. 

ART.  XIII.  Theological  Seminary. 

ART.  XIV.  Missions. 

ART.  XV.  Finance. 

ART.  XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 

ART.  XVIL  Complaints. 

ART.  XVIII.  Sunday-schools. 

ART.  XIX.  Publication. 

ART.  XX.  Church  Government. 

ART.  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

ART.  XXIL  Resumption  and  Close. 

ART.  XXIII.  Adjournment. 


0»«  Hundred  and  Th4riW'9keih  Annual  SesaUmB* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  ike  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chureh  in  the  United  States,  at  itt  Annual  Se$- 
iiofM,  held  in  Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  Pa.,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the 
year  of  Our  Lord  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty-  Two,  The  See- 
dona  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  eleventh  and  closed  in  the  afternoon  of 
ihej^enth  ^  iht  monih. 


AKTICLE  L 

OPBNIVO  OF  8TN0D. 


jSjnod  oonyeDed  according  to  appoiDtment  in  St.  John's  Be- 
formed  church,  in  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  October  11th, 
A.  D.  1882,  at  7*30  p.  h.  After  the  session  was  opened  with  relig- 
ious services,  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  president,  Bey.  J. W. 
Steinmetz,  from  St  Lake  2, 17:  The  z^  of  thy  house  has  eaten 
me  up. 


ARTICLE  IL 

MEMBERS    PRESENT. 
I.      rSOM  THI  CLA8BU   OV  BABT  FINNSTX^VANIA. 

Mtniiiers:  T.  O.  Stem,  J.  E.  Freeman,  I.  K.  Loos,  M.  A.  Smith.' 
Elders:  Thoe.  T.  Miller,  Amos  Heller,  S.  N.  Bachman,'  Peter 
Loux. 

U.   7EOM  THl  OLASaiB  OV  LBBAHON. 

Kniden:  J.  E.  Heister,  D.  D.,  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  A.  J.  Bach- 
man,  D.  B.  Albright,  George  Wolff,  D.  D. 

Elders:  Lewis  Kreamer,  B.  Boltz,  Jas.  T.  Reber,  D.  S.  Raber, 
Gbas.  Boner. 

UI.      FmOM  THB  GliABSU  01  FHTLAPILPHIA. 

lEmders:  Jas.  I.  (Jood,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.,  G.  H.  John- 
ston, J.  H.  Sechler,  D.  R  Klopp,  D.  D. 

JEiders :  M.  Bushong,  H.  C.  Hooyer,  J.  G.  Brown,  A.  B.  Oress- 
nan,'  H.  M.  Housekeeper.' 


The  figure  at  the  end  of  the  Dune  indicates  the  day  of  the  Bessione  on 
whkh  the  del^ate  took  his  seat. 
The  letters  in  their  order  indioate  the  di^  on  whioh  the  deleg^  ohtained 
of 


IT.      FBOM  TBI  0LAUI8  OF  LAXCABTBE. 

Mnidera:  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  J.  H.  Pennebacker,  J.  H. 
Dubbe,  D.  D„  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  S.  SweiUer.** 
E/ders:  Josiah  Keen,  J.  J.  Nisslej/  Jacob  Oorgae,**  E.  J.  Zahm.^ 

T.      FSOM  TBS  KA8T  SUBQUSHAJTHA  CLAUM. 

Mninters:  Rev.  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  O.  H.  Strunek,  T.  J.  Hacker, 
T.  J.  Barkley* 

Elder:  J.  R.  Hilbush. 

VI.      mOM   THB  WUT  8USQUBHAHNA    CLASSU. 

Ministers:  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  W.  A.  Haas,  J.  H.  Derr,  S.  M. 
Roeder. 

Elders:  John  Hoffer,  George  B.  Jordan,  R  B.  Kramm,"  Jacob 
Dunkle.' 

TII.      FROM  THB  OOBHBNHOPPIX  CLA88U. 

Ministers:  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler,'  L.  K.  Evans.* 
Elders:  D.  B.  Mauger,  Nathan  Zern.' 

VIII.      FROM   THB  CIJ188I8   OF  TOHICKON. 

Ministers:  Rev.  F.  J.  Mohr,  A.  B.  Eoplin. 
Elders:  8.  8.  Weaver,  Henry  Weisel.* 

IX.      FROM  THB  CLAJMI8  OF  LBHIQH. 

Ministers:  Rev.  K.  8.  Strassbnrger,  Thoe.  N.  Reber,  J.  H.  Ldn- 
bach.' 

Elder:  Chas.  H.  Beiver. 

ADVISORY  MEMBEBS. 

The  following  were  present  during  one  or  more  of  the  sessions: — 

From  West  Susquehanna  Oomw— Rev.  W.  H.  Groh,  J.  P.  De 
Long,  J.  8.  8tahr,  Wm.  M.  Landis,  Daniel  M.  Wolff,  Wm.  R. 
Yearick. 

From  the  Ctassis  of  Philadelphior^IieY.  P.  8.  Davis,  D.  D.,  Chas. 
G.  Fisher. 

From  theLaneaster  Classis'-Rev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.D.,  D.  B.  Shuey. 

Ffom  East  Susquehanna  Clams — ^D.  O.  Snoemaker. 

From  Tohickon  Gfaww— Lie.  H.  K.  Binkley. 

From,  East  Pennsylvania  Classis — Rev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman. 

From  Somerset  Chassis ^  Synod  o/ jRettaiury— Rev.  C.  IT.  Heilmaa. 

From  Clarion  Classis^  Synod  of  i\<£i6ufy— Rev.  J.  M.  Evans, 
Elder  D.  Humphrey. 

From  Mereerskury  Classis^  Synod  of  Poiomae — ^Rev.  J.  David 
Miller. 

Elder  E.  B.  Kramm  wm  suooeeded  oa  the  5th  day  by  Elder  H.  A.  Mingle. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Groh,  m  seeimdaB,  occupied  the  seat  of  S.  M.  Boeder  on  the 
4th  day. 


Frwn  CarlMe  Ctauis^  Synod  of  Potomac— Bey.  H.  T.  Spaogler, 
ftod  Elder  Geoige  Hoobaugh. 

MIKI9rE3l8  OF   OTHER   CHUBCHE8. 

The  presence  of  the  following  persons  was  announced  at  differ- 
«it  intervals  during  the  Sessions: 

From  the  Lutheran  Church — ^Rev.  S.  8.  Fuist 
From  the  Presbyterian  Church — Rev.  Wm.  Lowery. 
From  the  Episcopal  Church — Bev.  John  T.  Hewit. 


ARTICLE  m. 

ELECTION    OF   OFFICEB& 

Rev.  Geo.  H.  Johnston  was  chosen  President 

Bev.  W.  C.  Schaeffer  was  chosen  Corregpanding  Secretary. 

Rev.  John  P.  Btein  is  Stated  Oerk. 

Elder  J.  J.  Nissley  was  re-elected  Treaaurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

BULEB  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  Synod  defined  the  bar  of  the  house  to  be  the  first  ten  pews 
from  the  chancel. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  upon  for  opening  and  closing 
the  sessions : 

The  Morning  Semon  to  open  at  9  and  close  at  11.30  A.  m. 

The  Afternoon  Session  to  open  at  2  and  close  at  5  p.  m. 

An  Evening  Session  was  hdd  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  Sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEEB. 

The  following  were  appointed  by  the  President: 

Minutes  o/i^iod;— Rev.  J.  R  Hiester,  D.  D.,  T.  O.  Stem,  O.  H. 
Strunk,  and  Elders  Geo.  B.  Jordan  and  Amos  Heller. 

Overtures: — ^Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  A.  R.  Bartholomewi  J.  H. 
Pennebacker,  and  Elders  8.  S.  Weaver,  Josiah  Keen. 

Correspondenee  wUh  Sister  Churches: — Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomber- 
ger«  D.  D.y  D.  B-  Albright,  J.  E.  Freeman,  and  Elders  Peter  Louz, 
and  Chas.  H.  Biever. 

Minutes  of  Classes: — Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  James  I.  Grood,  T.  J. 
Hacker,  and  Elders  D.  8.  Raber  and  D.  B  Mauger. 

Examination  and  Licensure: — Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.«  J.  H. 
Sechler,  A.  B.  Koplin,  and  Elders  J.  O.  Brown  and  M.  Bushong. 
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8Me  of  Religion  and  SUditUoal  Reporiif — Rev.  J.  H.  Derr,  A.  J. 
Bachman,  I.  K.  Loos,  and  Elders  T.  T.  Miller  and  J.  R.  Hilbush. 

Theological  Seminary :— Bey.  W.  S.  Bchaeffer,  F.  J.  Mohr,  N.  8. 
Strassburger,  and  Elders  Henry  Weisel  and  H.  G.  Hoover. 

Missions  :—ReY.  N.  8.  Straasbarger,  Geo.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  T.  O. 
8tem,  and  Elders  Lewis  Kreamer  and  E.  B.  Kramnu 

Finance: — J.  H.  Sechler,  D.  B.  Albrighty  J.  E.  Heister  and 
Elders  James  T.  Beber  and  J.  G.  Brown. 

Nomination: — ^Bey.  A.  G.  Whitmer*  M.  A.  Smith,  Jas.  I.  Good, 
and  Elders  T.  T.  Miller  and  J.  J.  Nissley. 

Publication: — Bey.  A.  B.  Eoplin,  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D.,  J.  H. 
Derr,  and  Elders  E.  B.  Eiamm  and  D.  8.  Raber. 


ARTIGLE  VI. 

OOHICUNIGATIOIIB. 

1.)  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Penni^lvania,  Lebanon, 
Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Snsqaehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Gk>shenhoppen,  Tohickon  and  Lehigh,  were  received,  and  referred 
to  the  Gommittee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the 
State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Reports,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Gommittee  on  that  subject. 

2.)  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Gommittee  on  the  Theolcgical  Seminary. 

3.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  Nominations. 

4.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  Finance. 

5.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Gommitttee  on  Publication. 

6.)  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

7.)  Other  documents  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Overtures. 


ARTIGLE  VIL 
MimrrBB  of  stkod. 

The  reading  of  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  of  Synod 
was  dispensed  with,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Gommittee  on 
Minutes  of  Synod. 

This  Gommittee  submitted  its  report,  which  was  received,  taken 
up  item  by  item,  and  adopted. 

This  report  is  as  follows : — 

Tour  Committee  on  Synodieal  Minutes  report  the  following  items  claiming 
Uie  attention  of  this  Synod : 
Item  1,  p.  23.    A  resolution  directing  the  Board  of  the  Theological  Seminaiy 


io  iBstitiiie  meMiirM  to  proteei  our  li^to  in  tk«  Seminaiy  property  si  Mercers- 
Imrg,  Pa. 

Item  2,  p.  i2.  A  series  of  resolutions  requesting  delinquent  olssses  to  make 
prompt  paTment;  to  see  to  it  that  assessments  be  ftilly  met ;  and  reeommend- 
ing  measures  for  raising  missionary  ftinds. 

Item  3,  p.  42.  A  request  to  the  Gommissionfrs  for  Foreign  Missions  to  eon- 
nder  the  propriety  of  preparing  a  natiye  Japanese  youth  for  the  missionsry 
vof^  in  Japan. 

Item  4,  p.  48.  A  request  to  the  classes  in  arrears  to  the  Contingent  and 
Sinking  Funds  to  adopt  measures  to  secure  speedy  payment. 

lUm  bf  p.  49.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  report  a  plan  and  basis 
upon  which  Synodical  assessments  shall  be  made. 

lUm  (5,  p,  SO.  Instruction  to  the  Btated  Clerk  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Sunday  School  Board  to  their  n^lect  of  a  certain  duty. 

JUm  7,  p.  56.  Instruction  to  &e  Stated  Clerk  In  reference  to  the  publication 
of  the  Synodical  minutes. 

Item  S,  p.  56.  Instruction  to  Rot.  C.  G.  Fisher  in  reference  to  the  distribution 
bf  the  minutes  of  Synod. 

Jiem  9,  p.  57.  A  reoommendatiott  of  the  General  Synod  to  giye  the  estimated 
valuation  ef  Church  property  in  the  statistical  table. 

Item  10,  p.  69.  A  commendation  of  the  cause  of  the  orphans,  with  ^  request 
to  the  classes  to  adopt  measures  to  secure  increased  contributions. 

Item  11,  p.  59.  Appointment  of  a  Committee  to  devise  a  plan  for  caring  for 
indigent  persons  of  our  communion. 

Item  12,  p.  60.  Instruction  to  the  Stated  Clerk  to  transmit  the  action  of  the 
Synod  toaching  the  request  of  the  College  at  Foreston>  111. 

Item  18,  p.  57.  Action  on  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revised  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Church  was  postponed  to  this  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  £.  Husnn. 
T.  O..SnM. 
0.  H.  Stbuhok. 
G.  B.  Jordan. 
A.  HsLLvn. 

For  the  result  of  the  action  on  item  1  see  Article  XIII,  Theo- 
logical Seminary :  on  items  2  and  4  see  Article  XV,  on  Finance : 
on  item  3  see  ^V,  Missions.  Items  6,  7,  8,  9, 10,  12  attended  to. 
On  items  6,  11, 13  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  Vm. 

OYEBTURBB. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report. 
It  was  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  was  adopted. 

Tear  Committee  on  Orertures  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  following  docu- 
ments hare  come  into  their  hands : 

Ham  1.    A  report  of  the  Board  of  Tnistecs  of  Synod  recommending : 

a)  The  names  of  Rot.  6.  W.  Snyder,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Rot.  J.  £.  Heistor, 
D.D.  of  AnuTille,  Pa.,  to  flU  ths  place  of  Rot.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  whose  torm 
acpira  January  1,  ISf^S. 

h)  Recommending  the  appropriation  of  $600  for  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the 
eosnng  year,  aad  that  the  delin^eaft  classes  be  urged  again  to  pay  their  appor- 
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lum  2.    A  letter  from  the  Treunrer  of  Eut  PennsylYiaU  GUasia  to  Uie 

Treasurer  of  Sjnod  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  asseBsments. 

Item  8.  A  oommunioation  from  Rey.  B.  Baownan,  D.D.,  President  of  Board 
of  Managers,  and  Rev.  D.  B.  Albright,  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphani* 
Home,  on  behalf  of  that  institution. 

Item  4.  Letter  from  Rey.  J,  B.  Kneist,  D.D.,  in  regard  to  the  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Oleyianus,  asking  for  co-operation  on  the  part  of  this  Synod. 

Item  6.  An  overture  from  the  Synodical  Editor  of  this  Synod  asking  for  a 
judgment  of  this  Synod  as  to  the  status  of  its  editor  in  relation  to  the  Editor-in- 
Chief. 

Item  6.  A  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein  with  reference  to  certain  moneys 
owing  Elder  Qeo.  Gelbach  by  the  Church  Extension  Board,  which  Bro.  Gelboch 
has  designated  when  paid  for  use  on  the  Pacific  Slope. 

Bespectfiilly  submitted, 

Rev.  D.  £.  Klopp.  Elder  Josiah  Kxmi, 

"    A.  R.  Barthlomkw.  "    S.  S.  Weaver. 

"    J.  H.  Pahnebbokxr. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Ist  part  of  item  1,  and  for  items 
Zf  4  and  5,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous.  For  2d  part  of  item 
1^  and  for  items  2  and  6,  see  Article  XV,  Finance. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

COBREBPOKDENCE  WITH  SISTER  CHURCHES 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  Sister  Churches  report  that  no 
papers  or  items  were  referred  to  them. 

Reepectftilly  submitted,     J.  H.  A.  Bombxrosr. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MnOTTEB  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report    It 
was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  amended,  and  adopted. 

The  report  as  adopted,  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Reformed  Synod  of  the  United  States  : 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  begs  leaye  to  offer  the  following  report : 

The  minutes  of  the  different  Classes  were  placed  in  our  hands,  and  ftrom 
said  minutes  we  present  the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod : 

/.  Irreffularitiee. 

1.  East  PennsyWania  Classis  fiuls  to  state  to  what  Classis  the  Licentiate   J. 
Wolbach  was  dismissed. 

2.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  fails  to  note  the  Synodical  relation  of  the  Mer- 
cersburg  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

8.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  does  not  giro  the  proper  title  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,     (pp.  24,  89.) 

4.  The  Lebanon  Classis  ftimishes  only  a  few  mar^nal  references. 

5.  The  same  Classis  falls  to  record  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  sessions  at 
the  regular  annual  meeting. 

6.  The  same  Classis  does  not  record  the  reading  and  adoption  of  the  minates 
at  the  regular  and  adjourned  meetings. 
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7.  He  also  ikOa  to  ftumiah  th«  Report  on  the  Stftte  of  Beli^on  and  Morals  on 
ft  nperaie  paper. 

8.  The  minatee  of  Goshenhoppen  ClassU  do  not  state  the  name  of  the  Chnroh 
where  the  next  Annual  Meeting  is  to  be  held,  as  required  by  the  Qeneral 
Sjnod. 

9.  The  Claasis  of  Goshenhoppen  does  not  state  the  plaoe  where  the  Lioentiate 
C.  H.  Herbst  was  ordained  and  installed. 

10.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Tohickon  Classis  does  not  attest  his  minutes  as  an 
ofidal  oopy  of  the  original  minutes. 

11.  The  East  Susquehanna  Classis  inoorrectly  reports  item  9  of  Committee  on 
Overtures,  and  item  1  of  Committee  on  Synodioal  Minutes,  as  strioken  from  the 
fieport,  instead  of  re-numbering  the  items. 

12.  The  same  Classis  reports  item  89  of  Committee  on  Classioal  Minutes  as 
acted  upon  twice,     (pp.  28,  80.) 

14.  The  same  Classis  reports  the  Classis  as  acting  on  items  10  and  11  of 
Report  on  Synodical  Minutes,  which  items  are  not  found  in  the  report. 

16.  The  minutes  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis  report  an  item  ^in  a  certain 
Beport  laid  on  the  table  till  some  other  business  come,  but  Classu  failed  to 
take  up  the  item  at  the  proper  time. 

16.  The  East  Susquehanna  Clasais  did  not  incorporate  a  oopy  of  the  Trea- 
Borer^s  Beport  in  the  minutes. 

jReguut$. 

1.  The  Philadelphia  Classis  caUs  the  attention  of  Synod  to  a  mistake  In  its 
minutes  of  1881,  p.  41,  in  regard  to  arrearages  of  said  Classis  for  *76,  '77,  '78 
and  '80.     (p.  89.) 

2.  Philaddphia  Classis  OTcrtores  Synod  for  its  judgment  on  the  question  of 
the  relation  of  an  elder  to  the  Classis  before  his  credentials  are  presented  and 
acted  upon.     (p.  48. ) 

3.  Lancaster  Classis  instructed  its  delegates  to  Synod  to  call  the  Synod^s 
attention  to  the  disproportion  of  English  and  German  minutes  published. 

4.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  requests  Synod  to  open  an  additional  column  to 
report  the  valuation  of  Church  property. 

5.  The  same  Classis  also  requests  an  increase  of  its  numoer  of  Minutes  of 
Synod,     (p.  20.) 

6.  Lehigh  dfssis  requests  Synod  to  correct  an  error  in  the  statistical  table 
in  which  Jordan  charge  is  cre«uted  with  $49.00  for  beneyolence,  which  should 
be $419.00.     (pp.  20,  23.) 

7.  Ldiigh  Classis  also  asks  Synod  for  a  deliTerance  on  the  question  whether  the 
Treasurer  of  Classis  shall  deduct  the  contributions  which  Pastors  may  pay  to 
Mismons  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  and  to  the  Beneficiary  Board  of  Ursinus  College 
from  their  classical  assessments,    (pp.  18,  20.) 

///.  (hmpiamtt  and  AppeaU, 

1.  Eer.  A.  P.  Segler  gsTO  notice  that  he  would  appeal  from  a  certain  action 
adopted  by  Tohickon  CUusis  to  Synod,     (p.  18.) 

2.  Rot.  P.  P.  A  Hol&nan  gave  notice  that  he  would  appeal  to  Synod  frt>m  a 
eertain  action  of  Goshenhoppen  dassis.    (p.  28.) 

/r.  Suisfedf  Jlrferr§d. 

1.  All  the  Classes  adopted  all  the  requests  of  Synod,  except  Philaddphia 
nassii  which  dedines  to  assnme  the  assessment  of  Synod  for  Home  Missions,  and 
refers  to  this  action  as  its  position  in  regard  to  all  Synodical  assessments  for 
btaevolenee.     (p.  24.) 

The  same  CUu»is  also  asks  to  be  excused  from  commending  the  publications 
of  the  Church,  and  from  eo-opemliag  with  the  Agent  of  the  Board  of  Publioa- 
(p.  26.) 
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F.  Ideauunt^  Orimaihmtf  DkmuBak^  mmd  JUeqfUonM, 

1.  East  PennByWania  Classis  reoeiTed  the  Lioeiitiate  G«o.  W.  Kenohner  from 
the  Goshenhoppen  Claasis,  and  diranined  the  Idcentiate  A.  F.  Kroot  to  the  TilBn 
daasis,  SjBod  of  Ohio. 

2.  The  Philadelphia  Classia  recelTed  the  Rot.  Jno.  P.  St^n  from  the  Lebeaoa 
Clanie,  and  the  BeT.  8.  P.  Mauger  from  the  Lanoieter  Claesie,  Synod  of  Ohio, 
and  dismissed  Rev.  E.  H.  Dieffenbacher  to  the  Meroersburg  Classis,  Synod  of 
the  Potomac. 

^  8.  Lancaster  Classis  receiTcd  Rot.  A.  S.  Staaffer,  and  Rer.  8.  B.  Shaffsr, 
'ftxHn  the  Bast  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rot.  H.  A.  Friedel  .firom  the  South 
Classis  of  Long  Island,  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America,  and  dismissed  Rer. 
S.  Kuhn  to  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rey.  L.  P.  ^khan  to  the  Bfarj- 
land  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

4.  Lebanon  Classis  receiTed  the  Licentiate  Geo.  A.  MiUl,  Rer.  J.  A.  Rebar, 
and  Rer.  Geo.  B.  Russell,  D.D.,  from  the  Meroersburg  Classis,  l^nod  of  tlie 
Potomac,  Rer.  W.  Donat  from  the  West  Susquehanna  cSassis,  and  Rer.  L.  D. 
Steckel  fr^m  the  Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  and  dismissed  Rer.  Q. 
W/  Anghinbaugh,  D.D.,  to  Meroersburg  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Rer. 
Jno.  P.  Stein  to  Philadelphia  Classis,  &t.  C.  H.  MuaU^ler  to  East  Susquehaana 
Classis,  Rev.  A.  H.  Leiss  to  St.  Joseph's  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  licensed 
A.  S.  Keiser. 

6.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  S.  S.  Kohler  fh>m  West  Susque- 
hanna Classis,  Rev.  C.  H.  Mutohler  from  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  George  P. 
Hartzell  from  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  T.  S.  Land  from  the  Iowa 
Olassis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  Rev.  J.  H.  Bunsberger  from  the  Western  New  York 
Classis,  German  Synod  of  the  £ast>  the  licentiate  J.  J.  Bothrodt  from  Tohickon 
Classis,  licensed  the  Theological  Student  A.  M.  Maesenheimer,  i^nd  ordained 
W.  A.  M.  Maesenheimer  and  J.  J.  Rothrock ;  and  dismissed  Rev.  Z.  A.  Yearick 
and  !>•  0.  Shoemaker  to  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rev.  A.  S.  Stauffer  and 
Rev.  S.  B.  Shaffer  to  the  lAncaeter  Classis,  and  Rey.  P.  S.  Kohler  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  receiyed  Rey.  D.  0.  Shoemaker  and  Z.  A. 
Yearick  frtmi  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Rey.  T.  R.  Deitz  from  the  Clarion 
Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  dismissed  Rey.  Geo.  P.  Hartzell  and  Rey.  P.  8. 
Kohler  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  Rev.  D.  G.  Klein  ami  Rey.  C.  W.  £. 
Siegel  to  Clarion  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  licensed  Geo.  W.  Kerscbner,  and  dismissed  him  to 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis, 

8.  Tohickon  Gassis  licensed  Jas.  R.  Lewis,  J.  J.  Rothrock,  and  H.  R.  Bink- 
ley,  and  dismissed  the  Licentiate  Jas.  R.  Lewis  to  Zion's  Classis,  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  and  J.  J.  Rothrock  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  licensed  Wilson  D.  Donat,  and  dismissed  him  to  East  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  and  dismissed  the  Licentiate.  Jacob  S.  Hartzell  to  Clarion 
Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Rev.  L.  K.  Derr  to  the  German  Classis  of 
Philadelphia,  German  Synod  of  the  East. 

Time  and  Place  of  Meetinff. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  St.  John's 
Reformed  Church  at  Ban|or,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Friday,  May  18th,  188S, 
at  7}  o'clock  p.  M.  Rev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  D.D.,  PretidaU,  and  Rev.  T.  O. 
Stem,  Stated  Clerk. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  Trinity  Refonned  Church 
at  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Trinity  Sunday,  1888,  at  8  o'clock 
P.M.  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  PreeidetU,  and  Rev.  Tobias  Kessler,  Stated 
dark, 

8.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  Trinity  Reformed 
Church,  Philsidelphia,  June  8th,  1888,  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  Rev.  Qeoi^  S.  Sorber, 
Ptetident,  and  Rev.  John  H.  Sechler,  Stated  Clerk. 
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4.  Linotfter  Claaais  will  meet  in  Annual  BwBions  in  the  Refbnned  Chnroh 
at  Lineoln,  Luteaflter  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  WhitrSundaj^  1888, 
at  7}  o'clock  p.  M.  BeT.  0.  B.  Shney,  Prendent,  and  ReT.  D.  W.  Gerhard, 
Slaud  Clerk. 

b,  Eut  Susquehanna  ClaasiB  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  St.  John's 
Beformed  Chnrch,  Milton,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  the  first  Wednesday  before 
Trinitj  Sunday,  1883,  at  7}  o'clock  p.  M.  Key.  Wm.  C.  Schaeffer,  JVemdent,  and 
ReT.  T.  J.  Berkley,  Stated  CUrk. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sossions  in  the  Trinity 
ItefotiDed  Church,  Centre  Hail,  Centre  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
May,  1888,  at  7^  o'cloek  p.  M.  Rot.  R.  L.  Oerhart,  Jhrendent,  and  Rot.  W.  A. 
HsM,  Slated  CUrk. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Qassis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Old  Goshen- 
boppen  Church  on  Friday  alter  Asoension,  1888,  «t  2  o'oloek  p.  x.  Ber.  £11 
EfiUer,  Premdeni,  and  Rer.  L.  J.  Mayer,  Stated  Clerk, 

8.  Tohiekon  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  8U  Andrew's  Re- 
formed Carardi,  Bridgetown,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Friday  alter  Asoension,  1888, 
at  7}  o'dodc  p.  m.  Ber.  G.  W.  Both,  Pretident,  and  Rot.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  StaUd 
Oerk. 

9.  Ldu^  ClassiH  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Reformed  Church  at 
Mertitown,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday  before  Asoension  Day,  1888»  at  7} 
e'doek  p.  x.  Ber.  Bei^amin  Weiss,  Pruidenty  and  Be?.  N.  S.  StrasiArarger, 
StetedOerk. 

Bespectfblly  submitted, 

W.  A.  Haas. 
T.  N.  BnuB. 
Jas.  I.  Good. 
T.  J.  Haokbb. 
John  Hopm. 
D.  B.  Mauoik. 

Hie  judgment  of  the  Committee  in  regard  to  the  several  items 
rqwrted  as  irregularities  was  approved. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  tne  Ist  and  6th  items  on  Requests,  see 
Article  XV,  on  Finance. 

On  RMuests  Nos.  2  and  7,  see  Article  XX,  Church  Govern- 
ment;  Koe.  3  and  5,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous. 

On  Appeals  Noa.  1  and  2»  see  Article  XVI,  Appeals  and  Refer- 
eoeei.    llie  remaining  items  in  the  report  were  approved. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

SXAMIHATIOir,  LICBN8UBB  AK1>  OBDINATION. 

■ 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
tBunation,  Licensare  and  Ordination,  and  adopted :— * 

Tlie  Committee  on  BxamiuAtion,  licensure,  end  Ordination  would  respect 
fi^j  npvrt  thftt  no  candidates  for  examination  or  licensure  were  referred  to 
^ra  by  Synod,  and  that  they  hare  nothing  additional  to  report. 

BeepectAilly  submitted, 

Jos.  HsMBT  Dimas. 
Jko.  H.  RinHT.aa. 
A.  B.  KoPLUi. 
Mabtix  Busaovo. 
J.  G.  Beowx. 
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ARTICLE  XII. 

BEUOION  ▲KD  MORALfi. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
Religion  and  Statistical  Reports.    It  waa  adopted. 

Report  on  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  for  the  Synodical 
year  of  1881-1882  :— 

Bmr.  AVD  Dear  Fathvbs  axd  BBKTHBBir  .'—Borne  forward  on  the 
re»4leMi  tide  of  time,  we  have  met  once  more,  at  the  close  of  a  synodical  year, 
in  solemn  council,  with  reference  to  that  portion  of  work  entrusted  to  us  in 
the  kingdom  and  Church  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  This  is  the 
one  hundred  and  thirty-sixth  year  of  our  hialory  as  an  organised  branch  of 
the  Church  of  Christ  in  this  country.  Like  the  years  of  Jacob's  life,  com- 
paratively few  have  they  been,  snd  though  often  not  unmixed  with  evil,  thev 
tiSTC  also  been  fraught  with  Divine  blessings,  each  the  parent  of  one  better  to 
come.  The  infancy  of  our  Church  in  this  country  but  Uttle  antedates  onr  in- 
fancy SB  a  nation,  and  durin^r  the  birth  throes  of  that  early  period,  it  brought 
the  ministrations  of  the  Gkispel  and  the  sacramental  blessings  of  the  bread  and 
cup  oi  the  Lord,  to  the  defenders  of  the  national  changes  and  vicissitudes 
which  have  transpired  since  that  earlv  period.  It  has  witnessed  both  foreign 
and  domtatic  wars,  ss  well  as  far-reaching  political  conflicts  and  changea.  It 
has  had  its  internal,  educational,  disciplinary  and  theological  conflicts,  making 
most  notable  advances  through  all,  in  a  clearer  apprehension  of  thefiuth  once 
delivered  to  the  saints,  and  in  creating  outward  forms  for  the  expression  of  ita 
spiritual  life  snd  faith.  Through  all  these  conflicts  it  has  never  forsaken  the 
word  of  the  Lord,  which  endureth  snd  abideth  forever.  The  shield  and  power 
of  Him  who  haspurchased  us  by  His  own  blood,  has  preserved  us  from  dia* 
memberment  The  Omnipotent  wings  have  shed  peace  into  our  strifes^  that 
we  still  might  live  ss  brethren.  Contrasting  our  infancy  and  its  poverty,  with 
our  present  comparative  maturity  and  wealth  in  both  temporal  and  spiritual 
thiufis,  we  may  well  join  our  various  Classes  in  their  expreoBlon  of  devout 
grstiiude  to  God.  Lixe  the  first  disciples  of  our  gracious  Lord,  we  have  been 
spared  to  meet  a^ain  and  spread  before  Him,  and  before  one  another,  in  our 
Synodical  capacity,  all  that  we  have  done,  and  to  receive  new  directions  and 
new  enoouraeement  from  Him,  through  His  Church,  and  by  mutual  counsels 
and  prayer,  for  our  future  work.  It  is  only  thus,  when  we  withdraw  from  the 
dust  ana  smoke  of  battle,  that  we  can  see  whither  the  tide  of  the  conflict  is 
movin^f.  it  is  by  descending  and  disentangling  ourselveB  from  the  scaflblding 
for  a  time,  and  taking  some  advanced  position,  thai  we  can  see  the  beautiful 
proportions  of  Zion's  walls  arise,  upon  which  we  are  so  intently  engaged  ;  and 
It  is  thus  also  that  the  defects  of  onr  new  work  will  more  fully  stand  to  view* 
so  that  we  may  see  the  need  of  new  forms  of  sdaptation  for  our  means  and 
energies. 

Your  committee,  in  the  midst  of  refleetions  like  these,  has  made  a  careful 
analysis  of  the  several  Classical  reports,  and  statistical  material  furnished  to 
ita  hands,  and  it  is  thus  enabled  to  present  the  following  statements,  based 
upon  this  analysis. 

L  The  Classes  write  as  with  one  voice,  and  in  deep  tones  of  piety,  in  ex- 
pressing  gratitude  to  Gk>d  and  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  spared 
lives  and  health  of  their  ministers,  for  the  blessings  which  have  attended  the 
labors  of  the  ministry  in  all  forms  of  church  work,  and  for  the  success  with 
which  these  labors  and  work  have  been  crowned.  Humbly  and  devoutly  all 
is  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  adorable  Redeemer^  and  His  name  is  exultingly  praised 
for  His  goodness  to  His  servants  and  to  £bs  Church  in  which  they  are  called 
to  labor. 
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n.  The  auautiT  hvf  all  beeo  ppared  in  life  and  health,  so  that  with  no- 
Mrea  rankR  thef  naTe  been  enabled  to  panue  their  DiTiue  calling.  This  ie 
is  abo  made  the  rabject  of  deroat  gratitude  to  God. 

Id  the  Philadelphia  Clamis  the  death  of  a  joang  licentiate,  a  mdoate  of 
Uninat  College  and  its  Theologi<al  Department,  Wm.  H.  beckron,  in 
owDtiooed  and  moamed.  In  the  report  of  the  name  Clanu  the  deaths  of 
three  prominent  elders  are  annoonced,  naraelT,  Isaac  Barritt.  of  St.  John's, 
WjoDung,  Delaware;  Peter  8.  Brownback,  of  Brownbacks.  Chester  oonnty, 
F^ ;  and  Richard  W.  Eastlack,  of  Heidelberg  Chaivh,  Philadelphia.  These 
Ktre  finished  their  work  on  earth,  and  have  gone  to  their  eternal  reward. 
From  the  roll  of  the  West  Susquehanna  dassis,  the  name  of  one  of  its  super- 
mooated  brethren  will  in  fhture  disappear,  the  ReT.  Adolph  B.  Casper,  the 
(Mat  member  of  the  Classis.  long  a  faithful,  humble,  and  unobtrusive  servant 
ofQirist,  having  departed  this  life,  and  gone  to  his  reward,  soon  after  the 
umaal  meeting  of  said  Classis,  in  Maj  last  In  the  Lebanon  Classis  the 
nckocsi,  and  eooaequent  absence  from  the  annual  meeting,  of  several  brethren, 
18  mentioned. 

With  these  exceptions,  it  would  seem,  our  ministry  have  all  been  merci- 
fcllv  spared,  as  we  hope  and  prav,  for  future  usefulness  in  the  Church 
Biilitsnt. 

III.  Four  Classes,  namely,  West  Susqoehanns,  Ooshenhoppen,  Lancaster, 
andTohickon.  lament  over  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  of  young  and  old, 
fnm  amonff  the  membership  of  several  charges  in  their  respective  bounds, 
Wioging  affliction  also  Into  the  home  of  one  of  the  pastors  of  Gkmhenhoppen 
damn, 

IV.  From  the  reports  it  would  seem  that  all  our  ministers,  with  only  a 
few  exceptions,  were  actively  engaged  in  preaching  the  Gk)spei,  and  in  attend- 
\oz  upon  the  duties  of  their  sacred  calling.  None  seem  to  have  been  really 
i^le ;  even  thoee  who  have  passed  their  three-score  years  and  ten,  were  fre- 
qosntly  found  bearing  testimony  for  Christ 

Uoited  tewtimony  is  borne  to  the  orthodox  and  pure  character  of  the 
pnachiog.  The  Qoepel,  it  is  said,  was  everywhere  preached  in  its  pnrikff 
tlie  brethren  evidently  laying  themselves  under  severe  tribute  to  draw  things 
Bev  and  old  from  the  sacred  oracles,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  souls  con* 
fiding  in  them  to  be  taught  the  way  of  llie.  The  sheep  of  the  Master's  flock 
vere  not  fed  on  th«  husks  gathered  from  merely  worldlv  soiiroes.  While  ail 
nlemnlj  prolasB  to  have  brought  the  pure  and  beaten  oil  to  the  sanctuary,  this 
Quitter  IS  specially  made  prominent  by  one  Classis,  that  of  Philadelphia,  as 
jario^  ben  its  settled  aim  and  purpose^  and  that  over  against  all  nseless  later 
iavcntiona 

Id  all  these  ikithfnl  efiR^rts  special  prominence  is  given  to  the  Scriptural  and 
Apoitolie  method  of  instmcting  the  young  faithfully  in  the  doctrines  and 
duties  of  our  holy  religion.  Not  only  the  young,  bat  in  many  cases  the  aged 
oeirledofs  of  religion  and  Christian  instmction  by  catechisatlon,  are  now 
Meking  the  blessings  resulting  from  thb  method  of  inculcating  truth.  Many 
mdently  raised  ander  a  difimnt  system,  seem  to  be  seeking  preparation  in 
^  way  for  Holv  Baptism  and  Confirmation,  and  thus  for  fbll  membership  in 
^  Church  of  <G9irist  These  labors  are  crowned  with  abundant  success. 
Thily,  it  is  declared,  as  the  result  of  solemn  experience,  the  word  of  Qod 
**  dosR  not  return  iroto  Him  void,  but  aocomplisheth  that  whereimto  it  is  sent.'' 
Sipoeis  are  reproved,  the  erring  are  recalled,  God*s  saints  are  edified  in  their 
ipiritoal  life,  and  sorrowing  and  burdened  souls  are  comforted.  Thus  are 
(«r  bithfi]],  and,  in  very  many  cases,  self-denying  ministry  endeavoring  to 
^  their  honest  portion  of  the  univemal  work  devolving  upon  Christ's 
nioi^try  In  general,  and  are  aivisting  in  gathering  in  an  eternal  harvest, 
^Huably  and  patiently  awaiting  an  eternal  reward.  In  foith fulness,  in  ear^ 
Bttt,  islfeacnficing  endeavor,  and  in  permaneotly  suooessftil  results,  they 
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IniW  occapj  a  foremost  pondoB  amoog  Uie  fiutMiil  ministiy  of  the  Itod.  md 
their  well  denervc  to  be  eitcemcd  vety  ]ii|;bW,  in  love  for  their  work'a  eeke. 

V.  The  earlj  coDMcration  throogh  H0I7  Bapliam  on  the  pert  of  th«  parents 
uf  their  obUdren  to  the  Trinne  <^,  in  meny  cneu  in  the  face  of  adveree 
teachings  and  inilaence*  by  ftJae  teaebem,  it  especial  Ij  mentioned  ss  indicating 
not  only  tliat  a  wholesome  reliffioiis  Tiew  and  leeling  are  gaining  ground 
among  our  people,  and  are  readiing  oat  to  their  sarroondia^s,  but  also  mt 
eridence  of  the  eiKet  of  faithful  and  aealous  feeacfaing  and  enftnoement  of 
aound  doctrine  on  this  snljecL  Adolta,  too,  raised  wiui  falae  views,  and  in 
iodifferrace  to  the  Holj  Ordinance  of  Christ,  are,  in  many  directions, 
aronaed  to  seek  the  blessings  promised  to  the  rightful  recipient  of  this  sacra- 
ment. 

VI.  The  Hokj  Communion  of  oar  Lord's  bodj  and  blood,  it  is  declared 
with  SDCcial  emphasis^  is  faithfully  administered,  and  that  greater  care  is  exer* 
deed  than  ever  before  that  it  may  not  be  desecrated  by  molutely  unworthy 
persons.  The  fiuthfol  attendance  upon  this  Ordinaooa  of  Christ,  the  reports 
further  declare,  is  attended  with  vifubly  happy  results.  It  is  also  stated,  how- 
ever, that  in  some  cases  no  suspensions,  nor  excommunications  are  reported, 
where  nevertheless  a  greater  watchfulness  and  laithfulneas  as  to  the  lives  of 
many,  and  their  use  of  the  Holy  Communion,  must  have  brought  about  a  dif- 
ferent result,  with  a  greatly  improved  spiritual  condition.  This,  sorely,  is  a 
matter  of  the  higbest  moment,  and  those  paston  who  fail,  in  this  respect,  to 
exercise,  together  with  their  consistories,  the  needed  care  and  discipline  to 
prevent  Christ's  Holy  Sacrament  from  being  prolaned,  cannot  expe^  Gfod*B 
blessing  to  rest  upon  their  work,  nor  their  people  to  advance  in  piety.  On 
this  subject  the  teachings  of  Qod*B  Word  and  our  precious  Catechism,  are 
surely  unmistakable.  No  pro&nations  o(  this  Holy  Ordinance  are  to  be  per^ 
mitted  except  on  pain  of  God's  wrath  on  all  concerned. 

Deep  regret  is  expressed,  in  many  cases,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  Holy  Sa- 
crament is  largely  neglected  by  even  members  of  the  Church,  some  absenting 
themselves  irmn  its  use  during  long  intervala  und  some  attending  Qpop  it  but 
once  a  year.  The  statistical  tables,  indeed,  show  still  fiur  too  great  a  disparitx 
between  members  and  communicant  membera  Whatever  the  cause  may  m 
of  indiflRBrence  and  n^lect,  whether  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  early 
faithful  instruction,  or  m  the  unwieldy  charges  still  existing  in  some  portions 
of  the  church,  maaing  proper  pastoral  attention  and  watcfafolneBs,  and  the 
more  frequent  administration  of  the  Sacrament  next  to  impossiUe,  it  ts  never- 
theless a  sickly  condition  of  things,  which  psstore,  Consistories,  and  Classes^ 
and  all  concerned  should  seek,  in  all  eamestnera,  speedily  to  heal,  with 
Qod's  help.  It  is  a  state  of  things  by  which  precious  souls  are  imperilled  and 
lost 

VII.  At  no  time  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  has  so  much  attention  been 
giTen  to  Sunday  Schools,  and  Sunday  School  work,  as  at  the  present  time.  The 
reports  all  speak  of  this.  Not  only  are  ministers  more  alive  than  ever  before  to  this 
intertet,  giving  it  largely  their  pergonal  attention,  watching  over  the  kind  and 
manner  of  the  instructions  imparted  in  these  nurseries  of  the  Church,  and  ad- 
vancing their  devotional  services,  but  the  eldenhip  also  and  laity  in  general, 
are  making  it  the  subject  of  their  fostering  oare^  and  are  devoting  their  time 
and  active  enei^^ee,  in  many  cases,  to  the  advancement  of  this  interest  The 
Sunday  School  is  being  made  the  starting  point  of  many  promisiBg  missions, 
in  cities  and  other  places,  from  which  fully  organised  congregations  are  fre- 
quently made  to  taice  their  start,  becoming  towers  of  light  in  oomparatively 
KMsaken  oomnMinities.  The  most  ha|>py  fruits  are  being  constantly  gathered 
from  ibis  eouroe  into  the  catechetical  class,  and  from  thence  to  the  blesBed 
Communion  altar*  An  interest  which,  in  its  present  still  oomparatively  im- 
tierfeot  state^  often  provided  with  imperfect  devotional,  as  well  as  teaching 
helps,  and  into  whoae  libraries  often  a  useless  and  most  pemidoas  literature  ia 
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to  find  hi  wmj',  ean  yet  bMr  incfa  good  fruits,  fihould  indeed  receive  the 
piolbiiiid  mttention  and  care  of  the  whole  Church,  from  its  hamblett 
her  to  iu  hiebeet  judicatories.  It  is  not  going  too  fiur  to  sa^,  that  not 
omfy  afaoaJd  soch  helps  he  protided  ss  are  now  at  hand,  or  acoesBible,  to  be 

u,  as  sow,  oreTen  misiued,  as  the  pleasure  and  inclination  of  indiTiduab 

y  di<*tate,  but  that  the  Ohnrch,  or  its  proper  judicatories,  should  proyide 

naea  of  inaCraction  adapted  not  only  to  cnildhood  and  routh,  but  also  to 
tlie  capacities  of  the  humblest  teacherB,  snch  courses  inclodi'nff  instruction  in 
BihlioJ  geography,  Biblical  History,  Biblical  antiquitia>,  and  Scriptural  re- 
etiatioDs,  to  be  followed  by  the  learning  of  the  Catechiran,  and  the  ministers' 
work  in  the  catechetical  elass.  There  is  no  more  reason  why  these  matters 
ahoald  not  be  aathcMitatively  proTided  for  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church, 
than  that  a  Catechism  should  be  proTided  for  the  hands  of  the  minis-' 
ten,  from  which  to  instruct  these  same  persons  after  their  childhood  and 
youth  have  been  measurably  wasted  in  often  exceedingly  desultory  and  widely 
diTogent  matters  and  ways  of  instruction.  By  such  a  systematized  course  of 
mstraction,  truly  harmonious  in  its  matter,  punned  at  all  points  and  places 
alike,  the  work  of  our  teachen  would  be  made  far  more  agreeable  and  effi- 
dent,  and  a  lar  more  solid  basis  weald  be  proTided  for  the  pastor  s  subsequent 
instrucCloiM  than  is  now  done,  and  onr  rising  memberahip  would  truly  be 
made,  like  Timothy,  to  know  the  Scriptures  from  their  yontn  up.  This  want 
is  ouning  to  be  more  universally  felt,  and  we  may  be  naid  to  be  groping  our 
way  towards  meeting  it.  May  the  Qreat  Friend  of  children  guide  us,  and 
tesch  Off  in  feeding  His  lambs. 

VII  I.  Oar  progress  as  a  Church  is  also  indicated  by  the  disappearance  of 
dilapidated  church  edifices,  snd  thdr  replacement  by  more  substantial,  comely 
and  churdilT  stractures.  New  onei^  too,  in  many  places,  where  none  existed 
heretofore,  tasteAiIly  and  invitingly  constructed,  are  alluring  devout  wonhin- 
pers,  aa  well  as  others,  to  their  seats  and  altars.  The  hearts  of  our  people 
are  thtn  lovingly,  gratefully,  and  piously  pouring  themselves  forth  toward 
the  Lord,  through  ukt  building  of  beautiful  temples,  built  and  devoted  to  His 
servi<3e  and  glory. 

IX.  Our  reports  note  the  &ct,  too*  as  a  mark  of  religious  and  moral  pro* 
giiaa.  that  salaries,  in  many  instances,  are  more  promptly  and  adequately 
paid  than  heretofore,  thus  lightening  the  burdens  and  cares  of  our  paston,ana 
Mcreaaing  their  e£Bcienoy.  In  rome  instances  there  is  still  much  room  for  im- 
nfovement  in  this  respect,  and  oongregations  and  oonsistories  should  diligently 
labor  to  remove  sil  causes  of  complaint  on  this  soore^  that  their  faithful  paa- 
Ion  may  do  their  work  more  ftilly  with  **  joy  and  not  with  grief,  which  is  not 
^ood  far  them.*' 

JL  All  the  reports  agree  in  noting  great  advances  in  the  amount  of  our 
bant,  rol  tut  contribntions.  Our  home  mismonar^  opentions,  we  are  told, 
and  perhaps  even  to  a  fuller  extent  our  Foreign  Missionary  -work^  fino 
hearty  reaponses  on  the  part  of  a  large  portion  of  our  people,  xhis  desire  to 
see  the  cords  of  our  Zioa  lengthened,  snd  her  borden  widened,  as  well  as  her 
stakes  strengthened,  is  to  be  rq^arded  as  evidence  that  the  moral  and  spiritual 
condition  of  oar  people  is  trnly  improving.  Qrest  sdvances  have  been  made 
in  this  respect  during  the  past  Synod  ical  year.  With  this  ever-widening  field 
bAre  »  in  our  own  country,  and  with  the  heathen  knocking  st  our  doors, 
enr  Ghrifltian  life  findb,  Indeed,  abundant  opportunity  for  its  exercise  and  ex* 
pscssioo,  whilst  those  panting  as  the  hart  m  the  desert  for  the  river  of  lift, 
ihooki  not  fell  to  elicit  a  joyful  response  from  us»  who  are  entrusted  with  such 
great  blemi^is. 

XL  Li  ooododingthls  raport,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  sa^,  in  the  way 
of  snmmaiy,  that  the  gemml  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  all  which  we  have 
aoced  in  the  foregoiv  pan  of  this  report,  is  to  this  tStd :  That  on  the  one 
hand,  this  has  indeed  been  a  year  of  imiversal  progrew  amoQg  us  in  every 
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w&j,  witliiii  the  bonndB  of  this  Synod.  Ail  departments  of  our  Church  work 
haye  been  greatl/  blessed.  The  Lord  has  truly  verified  His  Word  to  us  : 
"  ho,  I  am  with  you  always*  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  For  this  we 
owe,  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  unfeigned  thanks.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  many  imperfections  in  our  lives,  in  our  work,  and  zeal,  and  dili- 
gence, which  are  to  be  lamented.  We  have  still  come  short  in  man^  ways  of 
our  duty,  and  have  failed  to  improve  our  privileges  and  opportunities  as^  we 
should  have  done.  Our  piety  needs,  greatly  needs,  deepening  amd  solidifying. 
We  need  personal  and  collective  purification  in  piety  and  morals.  In  the 
matter  of  our  benevolence,  though  greatly  improved  in  amount,  and  even  in 
tone,  yet  we  still  f^reatly  need  improvement  in  this  respect  if  we  would  ever 
fully  realise  the  blessedness  of  giving,  and  understand  its  truly  devotional  bear- 
ing. For  our  defects  let  us  truly  humble  ourselves  before  the  Lord,  and_  in 
view  of  our  need  seek  His  grace  and  spirit.  With  feelings  and  prayers  like 
these,  let  us  enter  upon  the  year  opening  before  us,  and  God,  who  is  faithful, 
will  bless  us,  and  to  Him  shall  be  the  glory. 

Respectfully  submitted,   Joshua  H.  Dibb. 

A.  J.  Bachmah.       T.  T.  MiiiiiSR. 
laAAO  K.  LOO0.       J.  B.  H11.BD8H. 
[For  Statistical  Beports  see  Appendix.] 

The  following  religiouB  services  were  observed  during  the  Sessions  of 
Synod. 

1.)  The  Sessions  of  each  day  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
•ervices. 

2.)  In  the  early  part  of  the  Sessions  the  President  appointed  Rev.  J.vF. 
De  Long,  8.  M.  Boeder,  and  Elder  Jno.  Hoffera  Committee  on  religions 
services,  who  reported  at  intervals  their  appointments,  which  were  ap- 
proved. 

The  report  as  finally  adopted,  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Religious  Services  ofler  the  following  as  their  report : 

SL  JohiCs  Rtformsd  Chureh. — Thursday  evening.  Temperance  Sermon  bv 
Bev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 

Friday  Evening.  Discussion  on  Sunday  School  topics.  1.  How  to  Teach, 
by  Bev.  J.  H.  A.  Bombeiger,  D.D.  2.  Alms  Giving,  by  Bev.  T.  J.  Barklej. 
3.  Lesson  Beview,  by  Bev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 

Saturday  Afternoon.    Preparatory  sermon  by  Bev.  J.  H.  Sechler. 

Saturday  Evening.    Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Dobbs,  D.D. 

Sunday  Morning.    Sermon  by  Bev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D. 

Sunday  Evening.    Sermon  by  Bev.  D  E.  Klopp,  D.D. 

Sunday  School  Addiesses  by  Bev.  T.  J.  Hacker,  Elder  T.  T.  Miller,  and 
Bev.  O.  H.  Stmnck. 

Reformed  Church,  at  Houserville  and  Boalsburg.  Sermon  by  Bev.  J.  £. 
Heister,  D.D. 

JUformed  Churchy  Centre  Hall.    Sermon  by  Bev.  J.  H.  Pennebacker. 

Btfcrfoed  Oiurch,  Tussyville.    Sermon  by  Kev.  A;  J.  Bachman. 

Presbyterian  Church.  Morning  Sermon  by  Bev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D.  Evening 
Sermon  by  Bev.  T.  O.  Stem. 

Methodist  Ouareh.  Morning  Sermon  by  Bev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder.  Eveniog 
Sermon  by  Bev.  Jas.  I .  Good. 

Lutheran  Church.  Morning  Sermon  by  Bev.  Geo.  Wolfi^  D.D,  Evening 
Sermon  by  Bev.  L.  E.  Evans. 

Undon  Church  <if  Boiling  Springs. — Sermon  by  Bev.  A.  B.  Koplin. 

iStote  a>2^— Sermon  by  Bev.  W.  C.  Sohaffer. 

Monday  Evening.  Missionary  Services.  Addresses  by  Bev.  Jas.  L  Good» 
Theo.  Appel,  D.D.,  and  Bev.  J.  H.  Derr. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  F.  Ds  Loira,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  XUI. 

THEOLOGICAL  BEMINABT. 
L  BXPOm  QW   TBS  BOAKM  OV  nUtTSB  AHD  TUIT0B8. 

a.)  Bspert  of  Board  of  IViitfMff. 

TO  TBS  ITMOD  OT  THB  BBTORMSD  CBUBOH  III  THS  UBITKD  ITAT18. 

Bmirm :  The  Bowd  of  TnutMs  of  Theological  Seminary  rwpeetftilly  report : 


Hie  Boud  mel  in  Ha  vsoal  epring  and  antumn  seasions.  At  its  May  meeting 
itoiguiixed  by  eleeting  D.  W.  GroeSi  Prea. ;  6.  W.  Hansel,  V.  Prea.;  John  B. 
Bath,  Trcaa. ;  a&d  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Sec. 

Ai  this  same  meeting  it  took  np  the  action  of  Synod  in  reference  to  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  Seminary,  and  oonduded  to  send  out  circulars  to  eyery 
FkaCer  in  the  three  Synoda  interested  in  the  support  of  the  Seminary,  and  aa 
ht  sa  practicabte  to  erery  daaaia. 

Ihis  matter  waa  attended  to  by  our  ExecntiTe  Committee,  but  we  regret  to 
itata  that  the  reaponaea  haye  been  Tory  few.  One  Classis,  Westmoreland,  haa 
responded  throagh  ita  Treaanrer,  sending  na  f77.86  from  nine  congregations,  and 
tvo  other  congregationa,  one  in  Weet  Susquehanna,  and  one  from  Philadelphia 
danis,  hare  aeni  anma  aggregating  fSO.M.  We  have  heard  frt>m  a  few  other 
CQDgregationa  proasiaing  collMtiona,  and  we  trust  that  the  Synods  may  endorse 
oar  action  and  urge  auch  Qassea  or  Congregations  aa  haye  not  yet  taken  action, 
to  ghre  ua  the  benefit  of  at  least  one  collection  aa  promptly  aa  possible. 

I^ods  wHl  aee  by  the  report  of  our  Treaanrer,  that  the  deficit  in  the  income 
of  oar  InatitatkA  still  eontinues,  and  hence  the  continued  need  of  efforts  for  ita 
relief  Thia  atate  of  things  will  not  be  remedied  until  our  endowment  is  in- 
creased. We  haye  thia  in  proepect,  but  it  is  not  yet  ayailable,  and  it  would  be 
Baeh  wiaer  for  the  church  through  the  Synods  to  do  all  in  ita  power  to  make 
good  this  defideney,  ao  that  our  endowment  may  not  be  impaired. 

The  Potomac  Synod  at  ita  meeting  in  1881,  yoted  1 100  to  pay  its  pro  rata  of 
th^defidency  in  the  income  of  the  Seminary ;  this  we  regarded  as  a  proper  plan, 
provided  the  money  be  forthcoming,  but  as  yet  nothing  haa  been  paid  an  this 
soMf  but  we  aappoae  it  will  be  at  the  ooming  meeting  of  that  Synod. 

We  also  odl  the  attention  of  Synoda  to  the  expenses  of  the  Board  in  meeting 
sad  in  the  tranaaetioBa  of  its  business.  The  Board  is  composed  of  eighteen 
members,  nine  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  six  from  the  Potomac,  and 
three  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod.  It  is  often  difficult  to  get  enough  members 
together  for  a  quorum,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  one  reason  is  tbe  expense 
attending  tbe  trayelling  to  and  from  the  meetings.  We  suggest  that  the  mem- 
ben  from  the  different  Synods  who  may  attend  the  meetings  of  our  Board  be 
directed  to  present,  to  the  Synod  from  which  they  come,  their  bills  of  expenses 
iacnrred  in  altendance  at  the  meetinss,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  by 
Synods  to  their  Ftnaoce  Committeea  wiu  the  yiew  of  haying  them  incorporated 
m  the  Contingent  Expenaes  of  Synod,  and  that  the  Treasurers  of  the  Synods  be 
directed  to  pay  said  bills  out  of  this  Itand. 

In  reference  to  the  Seminary  property  at  Mereersburg,  your  Board  recom- 
Bcnd  that  tbe  Synod  of  the  United  States  with  the  concurrence  of  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  Uvnsfcr  by  deed,  the  entire  property  to  Potomac  Synod  with  such 
resei  lationa  aa  may  be  proper,  in  the  judgment  of  tbe  Synods,  to  preyent  friture 
friction  or  confiict  between  the  Synods  in  reference  to  the  matter  of  Theological 

D.  W.  Obosb,  PretidenL 
Jiro.  B.  RoTB,  Treasvrer, 
Edw.  J.  Zabb,  Socreiary. 
,  Pa.,  StpL  28M,  1882. 
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John  B.  Both,  l^eawrer,  in  aeeowU  with  Tbholooioal  Sbkihakt  ov  tbs 

RSPORMSD  GeOBOB  IV  TBB  VMTtMD    StATM. 

1881.  DR. 

Oct.    1.   For  Int  on  Bond  of  Lebanon  CUsais  to  June  80,  1881  .  •  |  80  00 

"    14.  "         "  Noto 9  00 

«    14.  **  '<  Mn.  K  M.  KiUough  to  Not.  1,  1861 ....  76  00 

Not.   6.  «         "  Account  Bond  W.  Susq    CltatiB 2  76 

Doo.    1.  **         *•  Bond  ZSon's  CUssis  to  May  1,  1881 120  00 

*'      7.  "         *'  David  Knunm's  Plaanfield  Bond 72  00 

H    10.  **  "  Lehigh  V.  B.  R.  Bonds  to  Deo.  1,  1881  ...  150  00 

1882. 

Jan.  14.  **         "  AUemanian  F.  Ins.  Co.  Stoek 20  00 

**    16.  '<         **  Steacj  Mort.  to  Deo.  18,  1881 24  00 

"    16.  «<  «  Bond  E.  Susq.  Classis  to  Jan.  1, 1882  ....  60  00 

**    26.  "         **  Account  Bond  Qeo.  Sarbaugfa 60  00 

Feb.    7.  '<         "  Account  Bond  W.  Susq.  Classis 10  80 

**     7.  **        "  Cook  Lega<7,  Jno.  J.  Nisslejr«  Treas 86  00 

"      7.  "         "  Kieflfer    "             "          "          " 125  00 

*<      8.  <«         «  Schroyer  Mort.  to  Feb.  8, 1882 105  00 

"    28.  "         ««  Becker         «*      "  Feb.  28,  1882 240  00 

'*    28.  "         **  Bond  A.  B.  Wingeid  in  full 100  80 

March  7.  '*         **      "    Geo.  Carbuigh  on  account 120  00 

"      28.  **         *'  Houseworth  Mort  to  April  1,  1882 45  00 

«      80.  «  *•  Bond  Saml.  M.  Keen  to  April  1,  1882  ....  75  00 

April  1.  "         **  Brown  Mort  to  April  1,  1882 105  00 

«*    8.  "         "  J.  B.  Roth's  Bond  to  April  1,  1882 50  00 

«    7.  "         ''  Ermantrout  Mort  to  April  1,  1882 270  00 

**  18.  "         "  Loan 10  18 

M  29.  <*  «  £.  M.  Killough  Mort  to  May  1,  1882  ....  75  00 

B(ay    8.  "         '•  Note 9  00 

•'    18.  "         "  Account  Bond  of  W.  Susq.  Classis 12  18 

"    17.  "  of  Rev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  Treas.  of  £.  Penn.  Classis  .  28  75 

June  6.  «        on  Steady  Mort  to  June  18,  1882 24'00 

«     6.  "         "  Bond  Geo.  Sarbaugh 120  00 

July  1.  «         *'      "      M.  P.  Heckerman 16  00 

«     1.  «         "      '<      £.  J.  Zahm  to  April  1, 1882 220  26 

'*  10.  "         **  Harrisburg  Bridge  Co.  Stock 5  85 

«    29.  "         *'  Cook  Legacy,  Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Treas 86  00 

"    29.  "  <<  Kieffer    **      on  accH.,  Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Treas  .  125  00 

«    29.  '<  "  Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Bonds  to  June  1,  1882  ...  150  00 

Aug.  8.  "         '<  Schroyer  Mort  to  date 105  00 

'«    15.  **  "  Bond  of  Lebanon  Classis  to  June  80, 1882  .   .  80  00 

«   28.  "         "           "      Jno.  Becker  to  dale 240  00 

Sept.  8.  "  "  Bond  Mercersburg  Classis  to  July  1, 1882  .  .  60  00 

"     19.  <•  "  Bond  W.  Susq.  Classis,  Rot.  Haas,  Treas.  .   .  6  88 

«<    19.  "  '*  Rey.  N.  S.  Strassburser,  Treas.  Lehigh  Classis  .  15  00 

•'    20.  "  "  Rev.  Geo.  Besore's  Bond  to  Jan.  1, 1882  ...  30  00 

«    22.  '<  **  Bond  of  Zion's  Classis  to  May  1,  1882  ....  60  00 

i(    <28.  '<  '<  G.  S.  Griffith's  Bond  to  Jan.  1,  1882  ....  30  00 

u    25.  '<  *'  £.  M.  KiUough's  Bond  to  Nov.  1,  1882  ...  75  00 

<<    27.  Amount  receiyed  of  J.  W.  Loye,  Treas.  Westmoreland 

Classis,  collections  for  Seminary  relief 77  36 

"    19.  Rey.  W.  A.Haas  for  Seminary  relief 6  56 

•<    27.  Int  from  Building  Fund 499  38 

$8,963  54 
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1881. 

Oet.l. 

"22. 

"26. 

"31. 
I>ee.l. 

"    1. 

"    1. 

"    7. 

"  13. 

"28. 

"23. 

"  28. 
1881 
Jan.  11. 

"  16. 

"  25. 
Feb.  18. 

"  18. 

"  18. 
Meh.25. 

"    25. 

"    12. 
21. 
28. 
29. 
Jqb«  6. 

"     6. 

"    6. 

"    29. 

"    29. 

"    29. 
July  1. 

"    1. 

"    10. 

"    22. 

"    22. 
Aug.  14. 

"    26. 

"    25. 

"    28. 

"    29. 
otpL  8. 

"    15. 

"      6. 

"    16. 

"    15. 

"    15. 

"    12, 


CB. 
By  Bal.  due  Treumrer,  per  aoeoust  recMTed 
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Henry  Leonard 
Copy  of  Amended  Seminary  Charter  .   . 
Biu  of  Repaire  at  Dr.  Apple's  Hoose  .    . 
E.  y.  Oerhari,  D.  D,,  on  Salary  aoooont 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  "  «• 

P.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  *•  " 

Goodell's  Coal  Bill 

Arnold's  Bill  of  Furnace  at  E.  Y.  G  .    . 

E.  v.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Salary  aeoount  . 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  P., 

F.  A.  Gast,  D.  B., 
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11485  67 

7  88 

2  76 

75 

200  00 

200  00 

160  00 

56  26 

100  00 

176  00 

176  00 

100  00 


Int.  paid  on  Klopp  Legacy  to  OeL  1,  1881 .... 

Ami.  paid  Taylo/s  BiU 

J.  Bausman,  Treasurer  F.  and  M.  col.  . 
£.  V.  Gerbart,  D.  P.,  Salary  aooount  . 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D., 
F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D., 
Bill  of  Diplomas  .... 
**     Catalogues    .   .   . 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  Salary  to  April  1, 1882 
F.  A.  Oast,  D.  D.,  "  "     1,1882 

E.  V,  Gerhart,  D.  D.,      ••  "     1,1882 

J.  Bausman,  Treasurer  F.  and  M.  col.  .   . 

E.  V.  Gerbart,  D.  D.,  Salary  account  .   . 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  **  .   . 

F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  "  .  . 
£.  v.  Gerbart,  D.  D.,  Salary  to  July  1,  1882 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  "  ««  1,1882 
F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  •«  "  1,  1882 
J.  Bausman,  Treasurer  to  July  1, 1882,  . 
Steinman  &  Hensel's  Bill  and  P.  0.  Slips 
Arnold's  Bill  of  Furnace  to  E.  V.  G.  . 

E.  V.  Gerbart,  D.  D.,  Salary  account . 
Bill  of  Repaira  at  Dr.  Apple's  House  . 
Sundry  Bills  and  Poet  Office  Stamps  .  . 
T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  Salary  account  .  . 
O.  Hecbt's  Bill  StoTe  Repairs.  .  .  .  • 
Grid's  Bnck  Bill 

F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  Salary  account .   .   . 

E.  Sbertzer's  Bill 

£.  y.  Gerbart,  D.  D.,  Salary  to  Oct  1.  1882 
T.  G.  Apple.  D.  D.,  "  "    1,  1882 

F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  ••  "  1,  1882 
J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F.  and  M.  col.  Oct.  1. 1882 
J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer,  Salary  to  Oct.  1,  1882 
on  Klopp  Legacy  to  Oct.  1,  1882 


40  00 
1  60 

60  00 
200  00 
200  00 
160  00 

10  00 

21  00 
176  00 
100  00 
176  00 

60  00 
200  00 
200  00 
160  00 
175  00 
175  00 
100  00 

60  00 

10  00 
100  00 

60  00 

1  60 
6  00 

200  00 

2  70 
4  00 

150  00 
8  50 
825  00 
175  00 
100  00 

50  00 
100  00 

40  00 


1882.  |6,146  80 

Sept.  28.    Amount  Dr.  bronglit  fonraid 8,963  64 

Balance  due  Treasurer,  Sept.  28,  1882 |2,188  26 

Tba  nadersigned.  Auditing  Committee,  haying  examined  the  Treasurer's 
sceoonta  and  compared  his  fouchers,  find  them  correct. 

%  SqU.  28, 1882.  IsiiABL  Laucm.  /  ">««««• 


so 

JoHV  B.  Roth,  Treatwrer  of  Tkeohgieal  JBhrnbuw^  m  aeeouni  wUk  Libeast  Fpvo. 

1881.  DR. 

Amount  of  Prindpal  la $2,069  96. 

Oet.  1.    For  Balaaoe  dii«  por  aoooimt  rendered  . (129  88 

1882. 

Feb.  28.  For  Interest  of  A.  B.  Wingerd  in  ftaU 49  70 

Jnlyl.      «  «<        K  J.  Zahm  to  April  1, 1882 16  00 

1194  68 

1881.  CR. 

Not.  8.    By  emoont  paid  D.  B.  Sobneder's  bill |660 

•  "  12.  "  "    Christem'B  biU 7  66 

«  12.  «  "    A.BendeU'8  bill 6  28 

"  18.  "  "    D.  B.  Schneder^s  bill 10  66 

Dec.  1.  "  ''    A.  Bendell's  Un 196 

*«  16.  "  "    W.  H.  Boy'B  bill 966 

1882. 

Jan.  2.  "  "    8.  H.  Zahm  ft  Co.'b  biU 87  10 

Feb.  11.  *'  '<    F.  W.  Christem'B  bill 4  46 

"  21.  •'  <•    I.  M.  Stoddart  ft  Co.*8  bill 6  00 

Moh.  8.  "  "    W.  F.  Draper's  biU 76 

Ma722.  **  "    Pilger Bachhandlung 90 

M  29.  "  "       "             " 1  40 

Jnnel2.  <*  *'    Insoranee  Co.  .  . 6  60 

"12.  •'  "            "          " 6  60 

Aug.  4.  **  "   8.  H.  Zabm  ft  Co.'s  MU 10  16 

<'   81.  "  •<    A.  BendeU'a  bUl 6  40 

'•   81.  "  **   Stamped  Oieck  Book 1  OO 

1194  68 
Sept.  28.    Balance  due 72  08 

Sept.  28.    Balanoe  in  hands  of  Treasurer f  72  03 

eTATIMSXT  OF  THS  SXALTZ   FUHD. 
1881.  DR. 

Oct.  1.  Amount  of  Principal  is  ...  .  $6,000  00 

Oct.  18.    For  Interest  receiTed  to  Oct.  1,  1881 $160  00 

1882.  CR. 

Jan.  12.    By  amount  paid  Rer.  C.  G.  Fisher 160  00 

HTUBUnOK  PBOF.  FClfD. 

1881. 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  Prindpal  is |1,718  80 

Ko  increase. 

IXBOWMXIfT  F17KI>. 
1881. 

Oet.1.    Amount  of  Fund $69,299  76 

'*    7.    ReceiTed  Principal  of  Flainfleld  Bond  w.  Dsrid  Kramm, 

Oct  1, 1882 60  00 

$69  849  76 
About  $4000  of  this  Fond  yields  no  interest. 


ai 


1881. 

Oct  1.    Amouni  reported  to  Board |12,096  06 

1882. 

Jan.  2.    Saadry  Notea  eoL  Oct  1, 1882 97  00 

Amount  of  Fund |12,798  06 

The  nnden%ned  Auditing  Committee,  haying  examined  the  Treaaorei^s 
aeooonta  and  compared  Touchers,  find  them  correct. 

I.  H.  KEIfB»,         \  rW,mm^iiUs 

LauaMer,  Pa.,  8qfL  2S,  19S2.  UuxmlLxvckb.  /"»»»««»«• 


b,)  B^ort  of  the  Board  of  VUiton, 

TO    THB  HirORMSD  8TH0D  Of  THS  UMITKD  8TATB8. 

The  nnderaigined  reapectftiU  j  presents  the  following  as  the  Annual  Report  of 
tbe  Board  of  raiton  of  the  Theological  Seminary : 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  three  in  number :  Theodore  Frank,  Calvin  B.  Holler  and  Lewis  Reiter. 
The  two  latter  are  graduates  of  F.  &  M.  College.  Mr.  Frank  had  received  his 
tiaining  in  a  gymnasium  before  he  came  to  this  country  firom  Germany.  Mr. 
Better,  ali«r  remaining  a  short  time  in  the  Seminary,  embraced  what  he  con- 
lidered  a  good  opportunity  to  teach  school  for  a  year.  He  thought  that  in  this 
vay  he  might  accumulate  ftinds  so  as  to  complete  his  studies  hereafter,  with 
len  assistance  from  the  Church. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  five  in  number,  having  completed  the  pre- 
scribed eoorve  of  study  in  the  Seminary,  and  having  sustained  a  creditable 
examination  in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  received  the  usual  testimonial,  setting 
forth  these  fhcts,  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Seminary  in  May  last.  Their  names 
are  ss  foUows:  Wilson  D.  Donat,  Qeo.  W.  Kerschner,  James  R.  Lewis,  Jacob  J. 
Bothroek  and  Christian  Summey. 

With  one  exception  they  have  all  found  places  in  the  Master's  vineyard— 
mostly  in  ndssionary  fields, — and  are  occupying  posts  of  usefulness  in  the 


Of  the  Middle  Class,  twelve  in  all,  three  were  absent  firom  the  Seminary  dur- 
tag  the  year,  Ibr  reasons  that  were  satisfhctory  to  the  Faculty.  All  the  rest  of 
the  studenta— sixteen  in  number— pursued  their  studies  without  interruption 
daring  the  year.  Their  conduct  and  their  progress  in  their  studies  were  good, 
sad  thmr  exaninations  satlsfhetory. 

As  the  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  during  the  past  year  was  con- 
■iderably  smaller  than  during  previous  years,  (it  has  increased  somewhat  dur- 
ing the  present  term)  the  Board  requested  the  Secretaiy  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  different  Synods  to  the  subject  in  his  Annual  Report.  The  decrease 
referred  to  is  supposed  to  be  owing  to  various  causes,  but  mostly  perhaps  to  some 
general  cause,  which  has  been  operating  in  other  Churches  in  this  country,  as 
their  Seminaries  have  the  same  experience  to  report  as  our  own.  A  few  years 
ago  the  supply  of  mlnistsrs  in  our  own  denomination  seemed  to  be  nearly  or 
qsite  equal  to  the  demand.  This,  however,  is  not  the  oase  at  the  present  time. 
Neariy  all  our  ministers,  who  have  health  and  strength  to  labor,  are  engaged 
in  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry ;  but  there  are  vacant  charges  and  missionary 
fields,  whidi  cannot  be  supplied  without  calling  ministers  fh>m  other  fields, 
where  they  are  useftally  employed.  The  Board,  therefore,  urges  the  Synods  to 
adopt  measures  that  will  tend  to  induce  a  larger  number  of  the  young  men  of 
the  Qrardi  to  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  to  urge  them 
to  enter  up<m  a  thorough  preparation  of  themselves  for  this  good  and  holy  work. 
Unless  this  is  done  at  the  present  time,  the  prospect  now  is,  that  the  progress 
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of  the  Chnroh,  espeeiaUj  in  the  next  leu  jeurs,  will  be  serionBlj  returded. 
Nerer  before  had  we  better  openings  for  the  extension  of  our  borders  than  at 
the  present  time ;  but.  as  God  workk  bj  human  agents  and  instrumentalities,  so 
He  calls  upon  us  to  derise  means  by  which  we  may  enlarge  our  tents,  to 
lengthen  our  cords  and  strengthen  our  stakes. 

The  following  minnte  in  regard  to  the  death  of  the  Rer.  Dr.  Fisher  was 
adopted  by  the  Board,  and  ordered  to  be  embodied  in  its  Annual  Report  to  the 
Synods : 

1 1  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  the  Board  here  records  the  death  of  the  Rot.  S. 
R.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  who  for  forty-two  years  was  a  most  fiuthfid  and  efficient  mem- 
ber of  this  body.  His  noble  and  large-hearted  charity,  his  apostolic  spirit ;  and 
especially  his  doTotion  to  the  institutions  of  learning  and  the  beneyolent  enterprises 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  will  be  cherished  as  a  precious  memorial  of  his  untiring 
fidelity  to  the  cause  and  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Respeotf^y  submitted, 
October  18M,  1882.  '  Thsodobs  Appil. 


e.)  R^ifort  of  the  Board  of  EdueaHofL 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
in  account  with  Rot.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

GR. 

By  Balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  19,  1881 ^19  00 

By  Cash  received  from  Tohickon  Classis 246  00 

*<                  *'    Whitemarsh  Cong.  Rev.  J.  D.  Detrick,  Pastor  .  10  00 

**                  «<    C.  Shultz,  Treasurer  Zion's  Classis 80  00 

'*                  *'    Klopp  Legacy,  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  ....  80  00 

"                   «*    Smaltz  Fund            "                  "          ....  150  00 

"                  "    Diridend  Harrisburg  Nat.  Bank 46  00 

•'                  '*    Ref  d.  Ch.  Pub.  Board,  Interest 861  68 

"                  "    Gerhart  Legacy,  Int.,  J.  J.  Nisaley,  Treas  .  .  6  00 

By  Cash  reminded  by  Ber.  0.  H.  Strunck  in  full 100  00 

Rev.  L.  Zahner  in  ftill 600  00 

**        balance  of  Legacy  Sarah  Brinker  Est.,  less  cost  of  collection  29  64 

11,777  22 
BR. 

To  Cash  paid  beneficiaries  of  Tohickon  Classis |246  00 

"           "            ••            on  General  Fund 276  00 

"        ;  "            "            on  Bmaltx  Fund 260  00 

"  •*  «*    Rer.  T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  for  use  of  H.  M.  Tama- 

anaka,  per  order  of  Rev.  J.  O.  Hiller,  B.  D.  60  00 

<«         Loaned  to  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board 100  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 866  22 

11,777  22 

We  the  undersigned  examined  this  account,  compared  it  with  Uie  vouchers, 
and  find  it  correct  with  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  |866  22. 


TKBonoRs  Appxl,  \  n^^u*^ 
D.  M.  WoLW.         /  «'««««^- 


n.  BEPOBT  OF  THB  CX>KMITrBX  ON  THS  THBOU>GIGAL  8BICINABT« 

Hie  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  to  whom  the  fore- 
gomg  documents  had  been  referred,  snbmitted  their  report.  The 
rqwrt  was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted,  and  is  ai 
ibllowB: — 

The  Gommittea  on  the  TheologiMl  Seminaiy  ofiSor  the  ibllowiag  report: 

The  docanents  referred  to  ni  are  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  the 
Board  of  YigitorB,  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminarj,  and  of  the 
Treaeorer  of  the  Board  of  Sducation. 

From  the  Board  of  Trustees  we  learn  that  the  Board  took  action  in  reference 
to  the  finaneial  condition  of  the  Seminary,  bj  sending  out  circulars  to  every 
pastor,  and  as  Ikr  as  practicable  to  every  dassis,  within  the  bounds  of  the  three 
Synods  ittterested  in  the  support  of  the  Seminary;  but  that  thus  ttiv  the 
responsea  hare  been  few,  only  eleven  congregations  having  responded,  and 
these  contributing  only  $107.91.  The  Synod  is  requested  to  endorse  the  action 
of  the  Board,  and  urge  such  classes  and  congregations,  who  have  not  yet  taken 
action,  to  do  so  aa  promptly  as  possible.  The  deficit  in  the  income  of  the  insti- 
tution still  continues,  and  it  is  urged  upon  the  church  through  its  Synods  to  do 
all  in  its  power  to  make  good  this  deficiency,  so  that  the  endowment  may  not  be 
impaired. 

In  reference  to  this  matter  we  offer  the  following : 

Rewolwed^  That  this  Synod  endorsee  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  in 
making  appeahi  for  contributions  to  the  different  classes  and  congregations ;  and 
that  we  urge  all  congregations,  who  have  not  yet  done  so,  to  take  at  least  one 
eoUeetion  for  the  Seminary,  aa  soon  as  practicable. 

The  Board  of  Tmsleea  also  reports  that  it  is  diffloolt  to  secure  a  quorum  at 
its  regular  meetings,  owin^  in  part  at  least,  to  the  flu^,  that  no  provision  is 
made  to  meet  the  traveling  expenses  of  its  members,  and  it  suggests  that  these 
ezpcnsea  of  its  members  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fttnd  of  the  respective 
^nods. 

In  reference  to  this  we  recommend  the  following : 

Boohed,  That  we  cannot  accede  to  this  request  of  the  Board* 
In  reference  to  the  Seminary  property  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  the  Board  recom- 
mends that  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ooucurrence  of  the  Pitts- 
borgh  Synod,  transfer  the  entire  property  to  the  Potomac  Synod,  with  such 
reservations  as  may  seem  proper,  so  as  to  avoid  all  jfUrther  friction  or  conflict. 
In  referenee  to  this  we  recommend  the  following : 

Rewolved,  That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminaiy,  be  author- 
ised 10  transfer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  their  successors  in  office, 
the  Seminniy  property  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  with  this  reaervation,  that  the  said 
property  be  need  fbr  no  other  than  educational  or  religious  purposes,  and  like- 
wise that  it  be  not  aUowed  to  pass  out  of  the  possession  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  we  learn  that  the  Endowment  Fund  is  $69,849.- 
78:  thai  the  Income  of  the  Institution  during  the  past  year  was  $8,968.54,  and 
Che  disbursements  $4,711.18,  leaving  a  deficit  of  $747.59,  which  with  last  yearns 
deficit  leaves  the  Seminary  indebted  to  the  Treasurer  to  the  amount  of 
$2,188.26. 

From  the  lepori  of  the  Trsasnrer  of  the  Board  of  Edacation,  we  learn  that 
the  balance  in  thai  treasury  is  $866.22. 

From  the  Beard  of  Visitors  we  learn  that  the  Institution  has  been  in  success- 
ftd  operation  dvring  the  past  year,  the  professors  and  students  having  been 
CDaUed  to  attend  to  their  dntiea.    The  Board  calls  the  attention  of  the  Synod 
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to  the  &ct  that  the  number  of  students  is  not  m  large  as  formerly,  and  that 
eonsequentlj  the  number  going  out  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
Church.  Three  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  one  of  whom,  however,  after  a  short  time  engaged  in  teaching  to 
aoonmulate  fUnds  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Five  persons  completed  their 
studies,  were  dismissed,  and  with  one  exception  are  now  engaged  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry. 

In  Tiew  of  these  facts  we  offer  the  following : 

Retohed,  That  we  devoutly  pray  Qod  that  He  may  eontinue  to  bless  the 
Seminary  and  all  connected  with  it,  to  the  glory  of  His  name  and  to  the 
advancement  of  His  kingdom ;  and  that  we  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that 
He  would  send  forth  more  laborers  into  His  vineyard. 

Resolved^  That  we  call  the  attention  of  our  young  men  to  the  great  need  of 
(he  Church,  for  more  laborers  to  occupy  our  vacant  charges  and  the  various 
xnission  fields  which  are  opening;  also,  that  we  urge  upon  our  ministers  to 
present  to  their  prayer^l  consideration  the  duty  of  consecrating  themselves  to 
the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  re-affirms  the  action  of  the  Danville  Synod,  which 
authorizes  the  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  expedient,  to  raise  fiinds  to  meet  the  deficiencies  in  the  Institutien. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Wm.  C.  ScHiSFFEB, 

N.  S.  Strassbubgkr, 

F.  J.  MOHR, 
Hbnrt  Weisbl, 
H.  C.  Hoover. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MIB8IOK& 
L      RSPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MIS8IOKB. 

The  following  Annual  Report  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Missions  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions: 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  VnUed  Statee, 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  herewith  transmit  to  your  rererond  body  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  HVi-synodic).  They  need  no 
comments  from  us ;  they  speak  for  themselves.  We  only  ask  that  through  you 
this  cause  of  the  Master  may  receiTO  enlarged  sympathy  and  support  from  our 
pastors  and  their  congregations. 

Tours,  in  the  Gospel, 

J.  O.  Milubr,  I^teident, 
W.  H.  H.  Shtdkr,  Secretary. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDEIH?  OP  MISSIONS.  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1881-1882. 

To  the  Reverend  Synode  of  JPiUsburgh,  of  the  Piotomae,  and  of  the  UwUed  Statee  : 

Rbspbctsd  BBBTHaEN :— The  Superintendent  of  Missions  hereby  presents  to 
your  honorable  body  his  Fifth  Annnsi  Report  of  the  progress  and  condition  of  thft 
missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions, 

PEmnSTLYAVIA. 

Oraee  Chatrek,  f^sMton.— Members,  86.  S.  S.  scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  14^ 
Additions,  10.  Benevolence,  $32.67.  Looal  olirieotif,  $600.  Original  cost  of  nro« 
pertf ,  $S,600.  Indebtednen  (on  lot)  $1^100.  Reduotioii  of  indebtedness,  £B5. 
IJncKr  the  Board  six  years.  Ai^ropriation  last  year,  |350.  This  year,  the  saoM. 
Pastor,  D.  Y.  Heisler. 
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Saiem's  Ckurek,  Otatuamqua^-^UudBT  the  Board  eight  jeAn.  Hemben,  179. 
Last  jear,  140.  S.  S.  scholars,  225.  Last  year,  150.  Baptiami^  22.  Additions,  43. 
BeaeTolenoe,  $53.  Local  objects.  $1,080.  Estimated  value  of  property.  $10,000. 
Indebtedneas,  $1,600 ;  but  a  plan  has  been  in  operation  to  reduce  the  aebt,  and 
$400  had  by  this  means  aocumolated  in  the  treasniy  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which 
mount  by  this  time  has  been  used  for  the  pnrpose  intended.  Appropriaaon  last 
year,  $400.    This  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  J.  J.  Crist 

8L  John*s  Chttreh,  lieading.—iiemheraj  450 ;  last  year,  350.  S.  S.  soholars. 
444;  last  year,  400.  Baptisms,  68.  Additions,  88.  Beneyolenoe,  $280.  Local 
otijedB,  $2,200,  indadins  $600,  paid  to  reduce  the  indebtedness,  for  which  the 
members  are  accnstomea  to  make  monthly  contributions.  Cost  of  property,  in- 
dnding  paraonase,  $22,000,  but  worth  more  at  present.  Under  the  Boara  toi 
Tears.  Under  the  present  pastor  seven  years.  The  indebtedness,  which  has 
hitherto  prevented  tne  mission  from  being  self-supporting,  is  diminishin(|  firom 
year  to  year.  Services  well  attended  both  German  and  English.  Appropriation, 
lirt  ^ear,  $200 ;  this  yetf,  $100.    Pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

Btrdtborc^  Mitnon, — This  mission,  supplied  for  several  years  past  by  Pastors 
Sleinmetz  and  Davis,  of  Beading,  was  served  by  licentiate,  G.  M.  Zacharias,  fbr 
several  months  during  the  winter,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Z.  then 
withdrew,  and  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Classis  to  connect  it  with  other 
eottgr^ations  in  the  neighborhood,  so  as  to  make  it  a  self-sustaining  charge.  This, 
however,  has  not  as  yet  been  carried  out,  and  the  mission  remains  vacant.  The 
eongr^ation  at  Birasboro'  have  quite  recently  dedicated  their  new  church,  35  by 
50  feet,  at  a  coat  of  $2,350.  Some  indebtedness.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200. 
Vacant. 

SL  John's  Churchy  West  Philadelphia. — This  mission,  after  beins  vacant  for  five 
BKMOtha.  was  again  supplied  with  a  pastor  on  the  1st  of  February  Gwt,  since  which 
time  it  naa  been  doin^  well.  As  it  was  supplied  bv  the  Superintendent  and  others 
whilst  it  was  vacant|  its  interests  did  not  materially  suffer,  and  when  the  Board 
SDooeeded  in  sni^lying  it  with  a  pastor,  the  .members  received  him  gladly  and 
eheerfull  J  united  with  him  in  working  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  Zion. 
Members,  58.  S.  S.  scholars,  85.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  11. 
Church  papers,  4  copies.  Benevolence,  $16.58.  Local  objects,  $372.  Cost  of 
property,  about  $7,000,  but  it  ii  not  worth  that  much  at  present.  Indebtedness, 
$2,400.  An  Aid  Society  raised  $35  in  seven  months  to  assist  in  paying  the  inter- 
est on  the  indebtedness.  It  is  thought  that  the  location  of  the  churon  building, 
and  its  somewhat  uninviting  appearance,  are  a  barrier  to  the  progress  of  the  mis- 
sion, and  it  ia  hoped  that  thewav  may  be  open  before  very  long  for  the  removal  of 
this  difficulty.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $500 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  J.  P. 
Stein. 

Oraee  Churchy  Philadelphia. — Dnrins  the  year  this  mission  was  successful  in 
putting  up  a  new  church,  in  which,  al&ough  stall  unfinished,  it  has  been  worship- 
ug  Ibr  the  last  three  or  four  months.  In  other  respects  it  had  also  been  making 
a  commendable  degree  of  progress,  until,  during  the  summer  its  pastor,  Bev.  J. 
Saml.  Vandersloo^  found  it  necenaiy,  on  account  of  his  failing  health,  to  with- 
draw from  the  field,  at  the  end  of  his  first  ]rear's  labor.  Some  loss  has  been  incur- 
red in  this  way,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  in  the  end  be  overruled  for  good. 
After  the  withdrawal  of  the  pastor,  the  Board  immediately  took  steps  to  supply  the 
mission  with  a  suitable  pastor,  but  in  this  they  have  up  to  this  date  been  unsuc- 
eessfbl.  Members,  52 :  at  its  organization,  alwut  one  year  ago,  26.  S.  S.  scholars, 
144.  B^itiflms,  9.  Additions,  27.  Benevolence,  $25.  Cost  ^of  church  building 
when  ooflipletea  about  $1,800.  Amount  thus  far  paid,  $1,141.17.  Amount  needed 
to  finiah  the  chnreh  over  $200.  Debt  on  the  church  at  present,  $649.52.  Other 
odeUedness  about  $150.  Mortgage  on  the  ground,  $3,000.  A  Mite  Society  has 
been  active  in  raising  money  to  pay  the  semi-annual  interest  on  the  mortgage. 
"  The  Little  Gleaners,"  a  society,  after  raising  $40  for  furnishing  the  pulpit,  now 
eo^peraies  with  a  missionary  society  lately  organised.    Appropriation  last  year, 

StBond  Chttrdif  Hiarrieburg, — Members,  115.  S.  S.  schdanL  285.  Baptisms,  IL 
Additictts,  12,  of  which  11  were  heads  of  families.  Benevolence,  $112.  Local 
oljeels,  $671  JO.  Original  cost  of  property,  $6,000.  Present  value^  considerably 
gnatcr.    Church  papers  are  patronized.    Some  50  or  60  members  m  the  mission* 


«ry  looiet/.  The  miisioii  ia  erowing  in  nnmbere  and  liberality,  tmt  it  tafkn  ftom 
remoyalB,  which  prevent  it  from  making  any  rapid  advance  towards  self-support 
There  is  some  prospect  that  it  may  hereafter  be  strengthened  by  the  establishment 
of  a  new  mission  at  Steelton,  in  the  vicinity.  It  would  be  an  important  ntm 
towards  becoming  selfsostaining,  if  it  oould  erect  a  parsonage  in  a  vacant  lot, 
which  it  owns  in  the  rear  of  the  Church.  It  has  been  amission  for  about  ei^jht- 
een  years.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $250 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  G.  W. 
Snyaer. 

Zwingli  CAuf«/k,JiaiTi»6utv.— Members,  85.  S.  8.  scholars,  d5.  Baptised,  7. 
Additions,  19.     Benevolence,  $142.     Local  objects,  $491.     Value  of  church 

Soperty,  $10,000.  Indebtedness,  $1,100.  Some  Qerman  papers  circulated.  No 
issionary  Socie^,  but  a  Ladies'  Society,  composed  of  27  members,  collects  funds 
and  makes  contributions  for  the  aid  of  the  church.  The  mission  is  making  a 
gradual  progress  spiritually  and  financially,  and,  if  not  disturbed  by  changes  in 
pastoral  relations,  as  it  was  too  much  in  the  past,  it  has  the  prospect  now  of  be- 
coming a  well-established  Christian  congregation.  The  present  pastor  took 
charge  of  the  mission  about  one  year  ago.  and  since  then  he  has  been  laboring 
efficiently  and  with  much  satisftiction  to  nis  people.  His  services  are  ezdusively 
German.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200 ;  this  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  H.  A« 
FriedeL 

Co/KiM&ia.— Members,  180.  Baptisms,  32.  Additions,  28.  S.  S.  scholars,  200. 
Benevolence.  $88.50.  Local  objects.  $2,563.40.  Value  of  property,  $11,000.  In- 
debtedness, provided  for  last  year.  $1,063.40,  was  all  paid  up  during  the  year. 
Services  well  attended,  and  a  good  spirit  pervades  the  congregation.  Thus,  after 
many  years  of  struggle  and  conflict,  this  congregation  has  jpradually  been  grow- 
ing, and  has  come  to  stand  on  a  good  and  permanent  foundation.  Under  God  its 
success  and  prosperity  have  been  the  result  of  the  aid  and  encouragement  of  the 
church  at  large.  After  the  Ist  of  January  next  it  ex^ts  to  be  self-supporting. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $150.    No  further  appropriation.    Pastor,  C.  S.  Gerharo. 

Wiiiei'Barre  Jfit9um.-Two  congregations,  one  at  Wilkes-Barre  and  the 
other  at  Nanticoke.  Members,  487 ;  last  year,  482.  S.  S.  scholars,  225. 
Baptisms,  70.  Additions,  70.  Benevolence,  $60.  Local  objects,  about  $724. 
Cost  of  property,  $13,000.  Debt,  $1,400.  Reduction,  $200,  with  prospects  of  a  far- 
ther reduction  at  an  early  day.  The  new  church  at  Nanticoke  is  to  be  dedicated  on 
the  24th  of  September,  with  little  or  no  debt.  Dimensions,  36  by  65  feet  Members 
at  Nanticoke,  135.  The  mission  at  Plymouth,  which  grew  out  of  the  mission  at 
Wilkes-Barre,have  recently  put  up  a  new  church  building.  It  is  doing  well  under 
pastor.  Rev.  S.  C.  Meckel,  wnoas  ne  receives  an  appropriation  from  Clas^,  will 
nereaner  be  enabled  to  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  interests  of  the  mission. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $225 ;  this  year,  $175.    Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Haven  MiuUm, — ^Two  con^Tj^ations.  Members,  153 ;  last  year,  140.  S  8. 
scholars,  130.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  16.  Benevolence,  $37.  Local  objeots, 
t625.  Cost  of  property,  $2,200.  but  worth  much  more  at  present  Indebtedness, 
including  repairs,  $1,000.  As  soon  as  present  indebtedness  is  paid  oiT  the  mission 
will  be  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming  self-sustaining.  The  present  pastor  has  been  in 
the  field  ^re  years,  during  which  the  mission  has  increased  largely  in  mem- 
bership ;  a  church  was  i^urchased  for  $2,200,  and  repaired  for  $600,  the  Classis  of 
West  Susquehanna,  paying  $1,100  for  the  purchase  of  the  building.  75  member* 
have  been  added  to  tne  church,  and  the  Sunday  School  has  more  than  doubled  the 
number  of  its  scholars.  The  mission  has  good  prospects.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $300 ;  tiiis  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  I.  S.  Stahr. 

English  Mission  at  TTiUiommort— During  the  past  year  the  congregation  was 
divided  so  as  to  form  two.  one  German  and  the  other  English.  The  Qerman  por- 
tion retain  the  old  churon,  assume  the  debt,  expect  to  support  their  own  pastor, 
and  pledge  themselves  for  $1,500  to  assist  the  English  bretnren  in  the  erection  of 
a  new  church.  The  latter,  not  being  able  to  support  a  nastor,  have  been  taken 
under  the  care  of  the  Board  as  a  mission,  ana,  by  tne  recommendation  of 
Classis,  have  been  promised  an  appropriation.  They  are  at  present  seeking  to 
secure  for  themselves  a  pastor.  With  what  they  receive  f^m  the  old  congrega- 
tion, and  the  promise  of  a  $1,000  from  the  Classis,  they  expect  to  go  forward,  and 
erect  for  themaelves  a  new  church  during  the  coming  year.  AppropriaUon,  $300. 
Vacant. 
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Zion*9  Reformed  Ckureh,  Stroucbbwrff. — ^Tliii  ooiimgatioii  was  organised  on  ihe 
I7th  of  May  liist,  and  constituted  a  miasion  by  the  Classia  of  East  PennRjrlvanut. 
It  was  then  placed  under  the  Board,  and  the  Rev.  Q.  W.  Kerechner  commissioned 
to  take  charge  of  its  interests.  It  commenced  with  35  members,  but  as  tliere  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  Reformed  material  in  the  town  and  neighborhood,  it  has 
CDeooraging  prospects  of  increase  in  the  future.  Thus  fkr  Mr.  K.  has  been  hold- 
faig  his  services  in  the  court-house  with  ^ood  audiences,  especially  in  the  even- 
ing; bat  the  fbrther  success  of  the  mission  depends  on  its  having  a  house  of 
wmhip  of  its  own,  and^  accordinglv,  steps  will  be  taken  at  as  early  a  day  as 
poauble  to  put  up  a  suitable  ehuren  building.  Had  a  congregation  been  or- 
piused  in  StroudsouT^  twenty  years  aso,  we  might  now  have  a  flourishing  church 
m  that  place.  But  it  is  never  too  fate  to  do  good,  and  as  Providence  seems 
m  manifestly  to  have  led  to  the  establishment  of  this  new  ooneregation  where 
it  was  much  needed,  we  mav  hope  He  will  bless  it,  and  possibly  enable  us  to 
make  up  for  lost  time  and  lost  opportunities.  Mr.  K.  seems  to  be  well  adapted 
fvr  the  situation  he  ha^  been  called  to  fill,  and  to  be  appreciated  in  the  com- 
munity for  whose  spiritual  interests  he  is  laboring.  Appropriation,  1900. 
Ftator,  G.  W.  Kenchner. 

Eagt  Liberty  and  WUkimbura. — Two  congr^ations.  Members,  111.  S.  S. 
scholars,  150.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  19.  Erasures,  14.  Benevolence.  $36. 
Local  objects,  $1,290.71.  Value  of  property  at  East  Liber^,  iSjOOO ;  at  Wilkins- 
burg,  $3,500.  Debt  on  the  former,  $350 ;  on  the  latter,  $1,500.  These  missions  are 
both  overooming  the  financial  difficulties  of  former  years,  and  a  general  feeling  of 
hopeftilness  andencouragement  pervades  the  memliers.  We  may  now  hope  that 
a  prosperous  career  In  the  future  may  be  the  answer  to  their  faith  and  prayers. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $550 ;  this  year,  $500.    Pastor,  J.  W.  Knappenberger. 

Orbtm>niaf  Huntingdon  Co.  This  mission  was  supplied  with  a  pastor  on  the  Ist 
o&April  last,  and  seems  to  have  ralUed  again  from  the  loss  it  sustained  in  being 
w  thout  a  pastor  for  more  than  six  months.  Three  congre^tions.  Under  the 
Board  six  years.  Members,  as  &r  as  ascertained,  92.  Baptisms,  5.  Additiona, 
S.  S.  S.  senolars,  82.  Benevolence,  $10.  Local  objects,  $350.  Value  of  church 
pn^terty,  $1,500.  The  congregation,  hitherto  worshipping  in  a  school-house 
nave  commenced  the  building  of  a  new  church  near  tne  town  of  Shirleysburg, 
wliieh  will  be  ready  for  dedication  before  the  winter  sets  in.  This  mission  requires 
a  parsonage,  without  which  it  will  be  difficult  for  it  for  some  time  to  come,  to  give 
hi  pastor  an  adequate  support.  The  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  is  good, 
aad  the  missionary  fsels  encouraeed  to  believe  that  with  the  blessing  of  God 
he  will  succeed  in  building  up  the  chai^.  Appropriation,  as  requested  by 
Ctasis,  $160.    Pastor,  C.  H.  Keiter. 

Sulphur  Springi,  Bedford  Co, — ^This  field  was  without  a  pastor  for  eight 
■MiDtns,  when  one  was  secured  who  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  Ist  of  April 
last.  It  oonsisbi  of  three  ooimvgations.  Members,  155.  Three  8.  Schools. 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  5.  Value  of  property  about  $4,000.  Debt,  $40,  which 
is  soon  to  be  paid.  One  of  the  churches  oeing  uncomfortable  in  cold  weather,  the 
erection  of  a  new  one  is  agitated.  Under  the  Board  as  a  mission  since  1873.  Four 
eatechetical  classes,  at  the  prewnt  time,  numbering  40  catechumens,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  expect  to  be  confirmed  during  the  coming  spring.  The  work  of 
grace  is  reviving  in  the  hearti  of  the  people,  and  the  labors  of  the  pastor  are 
^ypreeiated.  In  a  year  or  so,  this  minon  should  become  self-sustaining.  Ap- 
propriation, $200.    Pastor,  E.  H.  DiefTenbacher. 

DuneawMn. — ^Vacant  during  the  greater  part  of  tiie  year,  but  supplied  with  a 
pastor  a  short  time  ago.  Two  oongrentions,  one  at*  Duncan non,  ana  the  other  at 
Marysville.  The  congregation  at  Dellville  was  abandoned  several  years  ago,  but 
the  miasioiiary  is  at  present  endeavoriitt  to  resuscitate  it.  Members,  120.  S.  S. 
aehc^ars,  100.  Baptisms,  6.  Contributions  for  local  and  benevolent  objects,  $70. 
Pormer  im>ropriaiion.  $225.  This  vear,  $200.    Pastor.  J.  R.  Lewis. 

Skenambak, — Memberi,  850.  d.  8.  scholars,  250.  Baptisms,  50.  Additions, 
29.  ContributioDsto  local  and  benevolent  objects.  $600.  Cost  of  property,  $5000. 
lad^iiedness,  $1,000.  Reduction  during  past  vear,  $500.  Under  the  Board,  five 
yean.  The  mission  will  probably  become  sdf-sustaining  in  the  course  of  a  year 
«r  two.    Appropriation  last  year,  $300.    This  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  J.  G.  Neff. 

A.  Jokm^  CSkfurek,  JbAiutoim.~Members,  77.    8.  8.  scholars,  125.    Baptisms, 


14.  Additions,  16.  Benerolenoe,  $31.  Local  objeoti,f466.  Value  of  propertf, 
$3,000.  No  debt.  Church  papers,  102.  Under  tiie  Board  two  and  a  half  years. 
The  mission  is  making  encouraging  progress,  in  the  way  of  inward  as  well  as 
outward  growth.  Appropriation  iMt  year,  1600.  This  year,  $450.  Pastor,  W. 
H.  Bates. 

Si,  Luk^s,  Zoneos^.— Members,  00.  S.  8.  scholars,  220.  Bi^ptisms,  16.  Ad- 
ditions, 11.  Benevolence.  $22.90.  Local  objects,  1275.  Original  cost  of  the 
church,  »2,100,  which  with  the  lot  makes  the  preeent  value,  $2,800.  No  debt  A 
balance  on  the  heater  debt — f  43,  was  paid  during  the  year.  Church  periodicals  of 
all  kinds,  252.  The  Harbaugh  Missionaij  Society  with  40  members  collects  about 
$15  per  annum.  Organised  as  a  mission  3i  yean  ago.  Under  present  pastor  two 
years.  After  he  has  practiced  the  most  rigid  economy,  his  support  has  been  ina- 
dequate. Beoently  he  received  an  overture  firom  the  Faculty  or  F.  M.  College,  to 
teach  one  hour  per  day  in  the  college,  and  to  take  charge  of  Harbaugh  Hall,  these 
duties  to  be  discharged  in  connection  with  the  pastorate  of  the  mission.  As  this 
arrangement  Is  like^  to  prove  mutually  beneficial,  it  is  hoped  that  the  state  of  his 
health  will  allow  him  to  aooept  of  this  offer.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  The 
fixing  of  the  appropriation  for  the  coming  year  refezred  to  the  Executive  Council. 
Pastor,  W.  F.  LicUiter. 

OvertoM,  Bradford  Co. — ^Vacant  for  some  time,  but  again  supplied  with  a  pastor, 
since  lant  January.  Since  then  the  mission  has  shown  signs  of  new  life  and  aeti- 
vity.  The  congregation  at  Overton  is  putting  up  a  new  church,  and  the  one  at 
Dushore^  which  has  been  worshipping  in  an  old  church  belonging  to  another  de- 
nomination, expect  to  erect  a  church  for  themselves  at  no  distant  day.  The 
£lkland  congregation  has  a  church  of  its  own.*  There  are  out-lying  regions, 
where  the  missionarv  expects  to  labor  as  opportunities  present  themselves,  and  it 
is  believed  that  in  tiiis  wa^  the  mission  may  be  strengthened  and  new  missions 
started.  Three  congregations.  Members,  160.  8.  S.  scholars  over  100.  Bap- 
tisms, 14.  Additions,  1,  with  the  prospect  of  a  laige  increase  during  the  coming 
year.  Benevolence,  $12.71.  Local  objects,  $330.  Value  of  property,  I>1,000. 
Mo  debt.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150.  This  year,  $150.  Pastor,  C.  H. 
Hutschler. 

Zatrobe,  Weetmordand  Cb. — ^Two  coiupregations.  Members,  134.  8.  S.  schol- 
ars. 70.  ^aptiuns,  6.  Additions.  19.  Benevolence,  $40.  Local  objects,  $575. 
Value  of  property,  $9,500.  Indebtedness.  $1,850.  Reduction,  $200.  An  effort 
has  recently  been  made  to  liquidate  Uiis  dent,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  crowned 
with  success  within  two  years.  Under  the  Board  four  years.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.    Psstor.  8.  H.  Eisenberg. 

iSAoroti,  Mercer  Co. — ^No  report.  This  mission  has  secured  a  regular  pastor  and 
expects  to  become  self-supporting  hereafter. 

iiew  Oastie, — Members,  49.  8.  S.  scholars.  30.  Baptisms,  1.  Additions,  5. 
Benevolence,  $14.  Ixical  obiects,  $450.  The  new  chur<»i  was  dedicated  in  July. 
Its  cost  was  $3,669,  on  which  $2,500  have  been  paid,  collected  by  the  pastor  in  the 
mission,  in  the  town  and  neighboring  con^ntions.  The  remaining  mdebtednesa 
is  $1,050,  for  which  $600  have  been  provided  In  the  way  of  subscriptions,  most  of 
which  will  be  paid  at  no  distant  day.  Since  the  dedication  of  the  new  church, 
the  audiences  on  Sunday  have  very  much  improved.  A  case,  however,  of  what 
seemed  to  be  necessary  diKipline  has  disturbed  the  congregation,  and  inter- 
Cered  with  the  usefulness  or  the  pastor.  This  is  unfortunate,  as  the  pastor 
has  shown  much  energy  and  manuested  a  true  spirit  of  of  self-sacrifice,  and  in 
view  of  his  valuable  services  deserves  the  sympathy  and  support  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  mission.  Appropriation  last  year,  $450.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor, 
J.  M.  Sender. 

MarieUa, — Two  congregations.  One  at  Maytown  and  the  other  at  Marietta. 
Members,  157.  S.  S.  sctiolars,  225.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  11.  Benevolence, 
$30.50.  Local  objects,  $518.  Cost  of  |m>perty  at  Maytown,  $8,000.  The  church 
at  Marietta  is  owned  by  different  denominations.  Some  churai  papers  are  circula- 
ted, and  a  missionary  society  is  about  to  be  organised.  Attendance  good.  Liber- 
ality only  partially  developed  in  the  charge  as  a  whole,  and  the  pastor  is  inade- 
auately  supported.  Qermai^  services  are  held  every  two  weeks  at  Marietta,  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  of  Lancaster  Claosis,  of  which  Pr.  £.  V.  Gerhart  is 
chairman.    By  this  means  a  number  of  foreign  Germans  have  been  added  to  the 
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^mdi,  and  Uie  pfoapect  now  Si  that  the  congregation  will  be  materially  strength* 
catd  ftan  thia  aooree  in  the  Itataie.  Approfmation  laat  year,  $100.  This  year, 
175.    RMtor^Q.  B.  Bcaecr. 

Jianaia,  F&rt$i  Cb. — Thb  is  a  new  miarioBfSnpplied  with  its  first  pastor  during 
fiw  past  year.  Three  eongrmtions.  Members,  60.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  8, 
BcMToIeDee,  $82.  Locil  omeets,  $152.25.  Two  ohnreh  edifiem,  one  of  which  is 
■niim.  No  indebtedness.  The  missionary  reports  difficaltles  in  his  field,  which 
he  thmks  may  be  snxmonnted,  and  he  is  hopeftil.  The  field  is  laige,  and  there  is 
■n  crpcning  tor  the  establishment  of  a  nomber  of  preanhiny  places,  and  the  organ* 
intion  of  new  congrentions  in  the  flttnre.  The  ground  is  well  selected  for  the 
miaioDary  acdvi^  of  the  church.  Appropriation  last  year,  $360.  This  year 
the  ssme.    Pastor,  D.  G.  Klein. 

DifftpM,  Gear^Uid  Co, — ^This  miarion  was  organised  about  two  years  ago,  but  it 
was  withoat  a  pastor  until  last  February,  when  Bey.  D.  H.  Leader  took  cnarge  of 
it,  by  appointment  of  the  Board.  Since  that  time  the  members  hare  been  work* 
ing  earnestly  with  their  pastor,  and  the  mission  has  been  advancing  towards  per- 
manency. The  congresation  at  Dubois  expect  to  erect  a  church  at  no  distant 
d^.  A  new  oongreganon  has  been  organised  at  Boon's  Mountain,  with  the  pros- 
pect of  lapid  growth,  indnding  the  enction  of  a  church  during  tne  coming  year. 
A  similar  morement  is  on  foot  to  buUd  a  new  church  at  another  point  In  the 
eoonlry,  where  the  missionary  has  been  preaching.  Members,  47.  S.  8.  scholars, 
25.  Baptwma,14.  Additions,  22.  Benerolenoe,  $25.  Local  ejects,  $600.  Church 
property  two  acres  of  ground  worth  $100.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400.  This 
year  the  same.    Pastor.  D.  H.  Leader. 

JBTsttfsrftf/e.  CUar/iM  Cb.—This  mission  was  formally  taken  under  the  care 
of  the  Boara  daring  the  past  year.  It  was  serred  for  the  first  six  months  by  the 
Ber.  Jo^nn  Wolbach.  Imt  on  aooount  of  its  prevailingly  German  character,  he 
withdrew,  and  since  tnen^about  four  months— it  has  been  serred  by  the  Aer. 
Mr.  Siegu,  who  reports  that  itspnMpects  are  encouraging.  Members,  SO.  Bap- 
tisms, 6.  Additions,  S.  Contributions  for  local  ofcrjects.  $200,  and  a  small  amount 
for  benerolence.  Cost  of  property,  $100,  but  it  is  worth  twice  that  much  at  pre- 
sent. Indebtedness,  $26C.  No  Sunday-schools  hare  as  yet  been  established,  nut 
the  pastor  himself  gires  the  children  religious  instruction  on  the  Lord's  Day  in 
two  rlannfii,  the  one  in  the  German  and  the  other  in  the  English  language.  The 
nator  found  it  niufiiiy  to  reside  at  Pliilipsbiuirii,  Centra  Co.,  where  he  thinks 
he  wUl  beable  to  oigamae  a  oongrmtion  at  no  distant  day.  Appn^riation  last 
yea^  $360.    This  year  the  same.    Aslor,  C.  W.  £.  Siegel. 

MnendaU,  Somerset  Co* — ^This  eharse  became  a  mission  in  consequence  of  the 
dhriflion  of  the  Meyerniale  charge,  whien  took  effect  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago. 
It  was  beUered  that  with  the  help  of  the  Board  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  so,  two 
setfenimorting  charges  oould  be  formed.  Congregations,  2.  Members,  S06. 
8.8.ScttolarB,  130.  Baptisms,  34.  Additions,  57.  BeneTolenee,$280.  Congrega- 
tional purposes,  $752.  Chureh  property  worth,  $3,000.  Indebtedness,  $1200. 
Some  reduction  during  the  year.  Ohureh  papers,  316.  A  Missionary  Society 
rseently  organised  now  numbers  25  membcn.  The  services  on  Sunday  and 
during  the  week  are  well  attended.  An  effort  is  in  promss  to  pay  off  remaining 
indebtedness,  which  it  is  thought  will  be  accomplishcSl  during  the  next  year. 
The  strikes  asKmg  the  laborers  have  operated  aaunst  the  financial  progress  of  the 
•"'-^--^  dnringthe  past  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year,  $175. 
Pastor,  J*  M.  ochiek. 

Wiffe  Creek  Miseion^  Somereei  Gb.— This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of 

tibe  Board  since  last  October.    It  consists  of  four  congregations.  White  Oak, 

Mount  Lebanon,  Fair  Hone,  and  Hyndman.    All  of  the  congregations  hare 

drareh-bnildinn,  except  Fair  Hope.    A  new  church  at  Hyndnun  was  erected 

and  dedicated  during  the  past  year,  at  a  coat  of  $1700.    Members,  195.    S.  S. 

sdolars,  155.    Baptisms,  2^.    Additions,  7.    Benerolence,  $146.    Local  objecto, 

$842.    value  of  church  property.  $4600.  indudinff  interest  in  a  union  chureh. 

ladcbledness,  $450.    The  miarion  is  a  new  charge,  formed  by  the  diyision  of  the 

Mcyendale  charge.    The  resulti  show  the  propriety  of  the  change.    The  pro»» 

pedn  are  that  the  mission  will  become  self-sustaining  in  a  few  yean.   The  field  is 

aa  interesting  one,  and  oflen  fororable  openin|SB  for  missionary  work.    It  is  also 

a  difiksnlt  one  to  cultiTate  as  the  congregations  are  widely  separated,  and  the 
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pMftor  is  often  expoeed  to  the  inolemency  of  the  seasonfl :  trat  he  has  been  sao- 
eewrfUl  in  giving  them  a  new  impolae,  and  in  bringing  tnem  nearer  together  in 
spirit    Aporopriation  last  year^lSO.    This  year,  $140.    Pastor  S.  T.  Wagner. 

IHnity  Miaiion,  ScoUdale,  Weatmoreland  Co, — ^This  oongr^ation  was  oon- 
atitated  a  mission  by  the  Classis  of  Westmoreland,  and  snpphed  with  a  pastor  on 
tlie  Ist  of  June  laist.  Members,  60.  S.  S.  scholars,  40.  •  fiaptisms,  3.  Benevo- 
lenoe,  $1.62.  Amount  of  salary  promised,  $350.  Value  or  church  property, 
$4450.  Present  indebtedness.  $&46.  Beductaon,  $710.  Church  papers,  10. 
Attendance  ^food,  and  spiritual  progress  encouraging.  The  mission  is  preparing 
to  renovate  its  church  and  to  erect  for  itself  a  parsonage.  With  some  assistance 
ftom  the  Board,  the  mission  has  good  prospects  of  bc«ominff  self-sustaining  in  the 
oourse  of  a  few  years.    Appropriation,  $150.    Pastor,  A.  W.  J.  Best 

McKeespart. — Recently  a  new  mission  was  formed,  comprising  Braddook, 
Turtle  Creek,  and  MoKeesport  as  preaching  places,  and  the  Bey.  H.  I).  Darbaker 
placed  over  it  as  missionary.  Prospect  thus  far  encouraging.  Appropriation^ 
9600.    Pastor,  H.  D.  Darbaker. 

YIBOINIA. 

Wmchuier. — GongregatioDs,  3.  Members,  110.  S.  S.  scholars,  65.  Baptisms, 
7.  Additions,  6.  Losses,  10.  Benevolence,  $50.  Local  objects.  $450.  The 
mission  has  a  valuable  church  building^  a  good  parsonage,  on  the  latter  there  is 
an  indebtedness  of  about  $600,  on  which  $&0  have  been  paid  during  the  year. 
This  mission  has  been  a  lon^g  time  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  and  the  pastor 
expresses  his  regrets  that  difficulties  beyond  his  control  stand  still  in  the  way  of 
its  progress  towards  becoming  selfmpporting.  He  tMnks  that  it  will  be  best  to 
build  up  chapels  in  the  neighboring  country,  thus  strengthening  the  charge  and 
saving  to  the  church  those  members  who  cannot  be  reached  in  any  other  way.  At 
present  he  is  preaching  at  a  point  about  eight  miles  from  the  city,  and  at  that 
place  a  chapel  is  to  be  erected  during  the  coming  year.  If  this  succeeds,  other 
w>intB  will  receive  attention.  This  course  meets  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Board.  Appropriation  last  year  $250.  This  year,  the  same.  Pastor,  A.  K. 
Kremer. 

MidUUdMrookf  Auautta  Co, — During  the  past  year  the  Middlebrook  chai^  was 
divided,  as  referred  to  in  our  last  report.  Both  divisions  were  declared  missions, 
and  placed  under  the  Board  with  appropriations,  which  it  is  thought  will  be 
needed  not  more  than  a  fisw  yean  at  most.  The  mission  at  Mint  Spring  was 
connected  with  St  John's  Church,  so  as  to  form  one  ohaive,  whilst  the  congre|;a> 
tions  at  Middlebrook  and  Newport  remained  to  fbrm  anoUier.  The  congregation 
at  Middlebrook  purchased  an  unfinished  church  belonging  to  another  denomi- 
nation, completed  it,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  worship  of  God  as  a  Reformed 
Chnrcn.  This  was  a  Judicious  movement,  and  the  result  shows  that  it  has  gone 
very  far  to  streugthen  the  interests  of  the  church  in  that  part  of  the  Classis. 
Members  in  this  mission,  68.  S.  S:  scholars,  165.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  8. 
Church  property  worth,  $2500.  Indebtedness,  $300,  under  the  Board  since  June 
last  It  has  much  material  which  it  may  gather  into  the  church,  outlook 
encouraging^.    Appropriation,  $150.    Pastor,  S.  L.  Whitmore. 

Mint  Spring  Mtmtm, — Constituted  a  mission  during  the  year.  Supplied  at 
present  by  a  committee  of  Classis.  St  John's  Chureh  has  a  membership  of  100 
members.  Trinity  Church  at  Mint  Spring  has  a  church  building,  but  no  organized 
congregation.  One,  however,  will  be  orKanised  as  soon  as  a  pastor  can  be  secured. 
Church  propert]r  owned  by  tne  missionls  worth  between  fbur  and  five  thousand 
dollars.  The  mission  may  hereafter  be  strengthened  l^  establishiuj^  preaching 
points  in  the  surrounding  regions.    Two  Sunday-schools.    Appropriation,  $150. 

DBULWABB. 

8l.  John%  Wffomma,  ICetU  Cb. — Members,  100.  S.  S.  scholars,  76.  Baptisms, 
18.  Additions.  18.  Benevolence.  $36.  Load  objects,  $385.  Value  of  property, 
$2200.  No  inaebtedness.  Churcn  papers,  26.  Under  the  Board,  13  years.  The 
mission  has  good  prospects  of  being  strengthened  by  the  tide  of  foreign  emigration 
fiowing  into  the  State.  When  the  members  become  better  establiwed  in  their 
business  interests,  they  will  cheerfiilly  withdraw  firom  the  shelter  of  the  Board 
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and  proride  for  themaeWet.  The  present  frnitAil  ieason  has  been  an  advantage 
to  the  misakni.  sod  its  proepecti  are  more  hopeftil  than  last  year  when  there  was 
a  iailQie  in  tne  crops.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150.  This  year  the  same. 
Ptator,  K.  J.  Miller. 

MABTLAITD. 

Omberiand.—Uemhen,  126.  8.  8.  scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions, 
90.  BeoeTolenee,  110.  Local  objects,  $700.  Cost  of  property.  $6600.  Indebted- 
MSB  $2250.  Noredoetion.  Church  papers,  68.  A  Female  ana  a  Youth's  Society 
■ake  monthly  contributions  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  The  unfortunate 
strike  among  the  miners  compelled  some  40  members  to  remoye  temporarily  from 
tikeir  homes  and  seek  employment  elsewhere.  Losses  by  deaths,  and  removals,  10. 
Under  present  pastor  eight  years.  The  debt  and  the  strikes  have  operated 
milavonbly  upon  the  mission,  but  the  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  has  been 
geod.  The  pastor  attends  to  the  wants  of  the  young  who  are  becoming  English, 
and  an  Engush  congregation  is  nowing  up  in  the  mnom  of  the  mother  church. 
i^Mproprintion  last  year,  tlOO.   This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  F.  R.  dchwedes. 

Aidaeiy,  CktroUne  Co, — ^Three  congregations,  one  at  Bidgely,  one  near  Easton 
in  TslSoi  Co.,  and  athird  in  Queen  Ann  0>.  Members,  68.  Losses  by  removals,  10, 
8.8.  Seholan,  40.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  5.  Church  papers,  12.  Benevolence, 
IS.68.  The  new  church  at  Ridsely  was  dedicated  last  spnng.  Its  cost  was  about 
iSOOO,  with  little  or  no  indebtedness  restins  on  it.  The  mission  has  been  under 
the  Board  between  three  and  four  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the  con- 
oegataon  at  Ridsely  has  foiled  during  this  period  of  time  to  raise  the  salary  for 
me  pastor,  which  was  expected  when  he  became  its  missionary.  The  deficiency 
has  partly  been  made  up  by  the  gifts  and  contributions  of  otiier  churches,  and 
partly  by  the  manual  labor  of  the  missionary  himself.  To  some  extent  his  health 
nas  ailed  in  consequence  of  exposure  and  hard  work^  and  he  thinks  it  would  be 
best  if  the  Board  would  assign  him  another  field  of  usefolness.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $320,    This  year, .    Pastor,  J.  H.  Hannabery. 

EaM  Baltimore. — ^The  establishment  of  a  mission  in  the  eastern  section  of  the 
eity  of  Baltimore,  referred  to  in  our  last  annual  report,  has  made  some,  although 
not  much  progress  during  the  year.  An  examination  has  been  made  for  the  location 
of  a  chapel,  me  Classis  of  Manrland  have  promised  to  assist  in  its  erection  to  the 
amoont  of  ^1000,  and  our  conclusion,  basea  on  inquiries  made,  is  that  $2000  more 
can  be  secured  for  this  object  in  the  churches  of  Baltimore — ^provided  there  is  no 
forther  delay  in  initiating  a  movement  to  begin  some  actual  work.    Vacant 

NOBTH  CABOLUf A. 

Cfoneord,  Oabamu  Co. — ^As  this  minion  seemed  to  be  making  slow  progress, 
and  had  suffered  some  leases,  our  missionary,  Mr.  Gurley,  by  advice  of  his 
brethren  and  the  approbaticm  of  the  Board,  accepted  of  a  position  in  Catawba 
Collm  as  one  of  its  professors,  retaining,  however,  his  connection  with  the  mis- 
sion by  supplying  it  himself  or  getting  some  one  else  to  take  his  place.  In 
addition,  he  suppued  the  East  Rowan  charge  during  the  summer,  after  its  pastor 
had  remaned,  preached,  made  pastoral  visitations  and  catechised  the  youth.  Under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  has  been  thought  best  that  Concord  should 
be  connected  with  the  Central  Rowan  charve,  and  give  its  pastor  a  small  appro- 
priation. Mr.  Chirley  will  then  withdraw  from  this  field  at  the  end  of  this  year — 
the  1st  of  November,  and  will  need  no  forther  support.  Appropriation  $260. 
This  year,  $50,    Pastor,  O.  D.  Qnrley. 

LincdnUm,  Oabamu  Co, — Our  interest  at  this  place  remains  about  the  same  as 
it  WHS  one  year  ago.  The  attendance  at  divine  worship— once  a  month — is  good 
and  Bftme  additions  have  been  made  to  the  church.  It  deserves  the  attention  of 
the  Board — at  least  until  some  arrangement  can  be  made  by  which  it  may  be  con- 
nected with  other  points,  so  as  to  strengthen  it  and  make  u  self-sustaining.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $S0.    This  year  ue  same.    Pastor,  J.  A.  Foil. 

DUTBICT  or  OOI;VMBIA. 

Grace  Church.  Washington. — Members.  62.  8.  8.  scholars,  48.  Baptisms,  4. 
Additions,  10.  Benevolence,  $5,  Local  omects,  9500.  Cost  of  chapel.  $4700.  Of 
ground,  $3240.    Present  value,  |10,000.   The  indebtedness^  about  $2200,  has  been 
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flvamed  by  friends  of  the  misrion,  with  the  nndentanding  that  it  is  to  be  paid 
hereafter  by  the  aaeismentB  made  by  the  Claasis,  for  the  erection  of  the  cliapd. 
Aa,  however,  interest  must  be  paid  on  the  notes  as  they  are  renewed  from  time  to 
time,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  conffregations,  which  hare  not  afe 
vet  paid  their  apportionments  tor  the  Washington  Chapel,  should  do  so  with  the 
least  possible  delay.  In  this  way  much  interest  may  be  saved,  and  the  money  be 
devoted  for  other  useful  purposes.  The  mission  itself  pays  no  interest,  and  so  it 
may  be  said  to  be  practically  without  any  debt    As  already  announced  in  the 

Cpers  of  the  church,  the  new  chapel  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Qod  on  the 
It  Sunday  in  April.  It  is  a  neat  and  attractive  structure,  in  an  eligible  part  of 
the  city,  and  the  Board  conffratulates  the  church  in  view  or  the  suooeBs  which  baa 
crowned  its  efforts  to  establish  a  Cliristian  Church  in  the  National  Capital.  A 
good  bwinning  has  been  made  in  the  structure  which  has  been  erected  to  serve  for 
a  time  ror  the  wants  of  the  mission ;  but  as  the  congregation  erows  and  its  wants 
increase,  a  larger  and  more  imposing  building  will  be  needed,  for  which  there  is 
ample  room  on  the  lot  of  sround  on  which  the  present  house  stands.  The  build- 
Mig  up  of  a  distinctly  Raormed  Church  in  such  a  place  as  Washington  is  en- 
cumbered with  difficulties  of  a  peculiar  kind;  but  with  the  continuance  of  the 
divine  blessing,  which  has  thus  «ir  rested  on  this  undertaking,  we  may  hope  thai 
the  vine  here  planted  will  grow  and  be  abundantly  fruiuul  in  Aiture  years. 
Since  the  mission  has  been  permitted  to  worship  in  a  home  of  its  own,  it  baa 
received  a  new  impulse,  and  both  pastor  and  people,  thankful  for  what  Qod  has 
done  for  them  thus  hr,  have  experienced  a  new  inspiration  to  go  forward  with 
the  work  committed  to  their  hands.  Appropriation  last  year,  $S00,  This  year 
the  same.    Pastor,  C.  F.  Sontag. 

KXW  YORK. 

German  Evangdieal  81,  PauPi  Reformed  Miaeiofi, — Under  the  care  of  the 
Board  of  the  Eastern  Qerman  Synod,  but  assisted  in  part  by  this  Board.  Mem- 
bers, 125.  S.  S.  scholars,  125.  Baptisms,  IC^.  Additions,  25.  Benevolence, 
$100.  Local  objects,  1700.  Original  cost  of  property,  $4,000.  Present  value, 
$5,000.  Indebtedness,  $100.  Reduction.  $700.  Cnnrch  pspers.  110.  Contribu- 
tions of  Missionary  Society,  $100.  Members  in  the  Missionary  Society,  40.  At- 
tendance about  100.  Quarterly  rental  on  leased  ground,  $112.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $300 ;  this  year,  $150.    Pastor,  F.  Fox. 

KANSAS. 

St.  PauPi  Churek,  JBmparia. — ^Dnrinr  the  past  year  this  mission  was  unfor- 
tunate in  losing  its  pastor  Bev.  J.  G.  Shoemaker,  who,  on  account  of  his  health 
and  inadequate  support,  felt  compelled  to  withdraw  from  the  field.  Since  then  it 
has  been  vacant,  and  its  interests  as  a  matter  of  course  have  suffered.  Durinsthe 
month  of  JuljT  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey^  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  visitea  the 
mission,  administered  the  communion,  and  by  personal  intercourse  sought  to 
encounwe  the  members.  With  his  consent  he  was  elected  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tion, ana  the  Board  then  tendered  him  the  appointment  of  missionarv  to  Emporia 
and  of  superintendent  of  our 'missionary  interests  in  Kansas,  whion  he  has  ac- 
cepted. He  expects  to  enter  upon  his  duties  in  his  appointed  field  of  labor  by  the 
1st  of  November.  In  the  mean  time  he  expects  to  coliect  as  much  money  as  he 
can  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  parsonage  and  paying  off  the  debt  on  the  church 
at  Emporia.  The  interests  and  success  of  the  mission  require  the  adoption  of 
measures  of  this  kind,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Shuey  will  meet  with  encourage- 
ment and  support  in  this  object,  wherever  he  makes  application.  Both  he  and 
his  work  commend  themselves  to  the  generous  liberality  of  our  churches.  His 
visit  and  the  arrangement  of  the  Board  have  had  a  hi^>py  effect  upon  the  misrion 
in  the  way  of  encouragement  and  hope,  and  the  memoership  now  show  a  willing- 
ness to  make  a  new  start  and  to  do  what  they  can*  Appropriation,  $500.  Pastori 
D.  B.  Shuey. 

itlssoTrsx. 

Tarkio  Mieilotu-^Tht  Rev.  L.  M.  Hensell.  who  was  oomnussioned  to  labor  as 
missionary  in  Kansas  a  year  ago,  visited  various  points  and  preached  as  opportu- 
nities presented  themselves,    xn  travelling  from  place  to  plaoe  he  expoeea  him- 
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Klfi  great  deal,  ao  that  dnriiiff  the  winter,  becominff  phyBicnlly  disabled,  he 
aiked  lo  be  rdiered  from  farther  lerrice  under  the  Board.    Thu  request  was 

gnated. 

N1EBBABXA. 

ilwvro.— Daring  the  past  jear  our  miaaionary,  Mr.  Erb,  baa  done  a  large 
•niooBtofvork  in  the  way  of  exploration.  He  reports  that  he  finda  Reformed 
people  io  all  parts  of  the  State,  but  ao  scattered  that  it  becomea  difficult  to  find 
theia  near  enough  to  each  other  to  form  them  into  omuizations.  He  now  has 
ni  places  at  which  he  preaches  once  or  twice  a  month,  of  which  the  fkrtheat 
(^  mm  hb  home  in  Athora  ia  80  miles.  During  the  tall  and  winter  he  ex- 
pects to  fill  appointments  during  the  week  time.  He  continues  to  preach  at 
Avrora,  where  we  have  members  but  as  yet  no  oiganization.  At  York,  where 
be  preadiea  onoe  a  month,  he  expecta  to  organize  a  congregation  at  tne  next 
cooifflooioD,  for  which  the  people  are  now  read^.  At  Hampton  he  preaohea 
oaee  a  month  to  a  few  members  with  gradually  increasing  audiences,  in  Sann- 
den  Co.  he  preaches  to  an  organised  congregadon^  and  the  people  show  a  wil- 
liAgnes  to  do  what  they  can  for  his  support.  Six  miles  from  this  place,  al 
Ithaea,  there  are  Reformed  familiea,  whom  he  expecta  to  organize  into  a  congre- 
gstioD.  There  are  Reformed  familiea  in  SaUna  Co..  sixty  miles  from  Athora, 
whom  heeipects  to  visit  at  an  early  day.  A  short  time  ago  a  colony  of  some 
twenty  German  Russians,  twenty-five  mues  from  Athora,  applied  to  Mr.  Erb 
for  a  Beformed  minister,  and  he  promised  to  do  for  them  whatever  he  could 
in  the  future.  Thus  far  he  reports  fort^  members.  Many  still  stand  aloof,  who 
vill  be  gathered  into  the  church,  as  his  work  gives  promise  of  permanency. 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  6.  Thus  far  the  missionary  has  to  a  great  extent  been 
doiag  the  work  of  a  pioneer ;  but  it  is  easy  to  see  that,  if  it  is  kept  up  persistently 
for  a  number  of  years,  it  will  result  in  a  large  increase,  and  the  establishment  of 
maor  new  chureiies.  Thus  far  he  has  been  receiving  only  a  small  compensation 
for  his  services,  but  the  prospects  are  that  this  will  increase  from  year  to  year,  aa 
the  eoQutry  improves.  Last  winter  he  received  help  in  the  way  of  missionair 
boze§~<me  from  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ohio,  he  Knew  not  how— and  he  will 
iwed  similar  help  during  the  coming  winter.  The  laborer  is  worthy  of  hia  hire. 
Appn^riation,  last  year,  $300.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  Edmund  Erb. 

CALIFORNIA. 

SaUmU  Ckureh^  Nana. — After  the  withdrawal  of  pastor  De  Geller  from  Napa 
the  Rev.  George  Maecntersheimer,  our  missionary  in  Washington  Territory,  was 
eng^^ed  by  the  Board  to  take  his  place  at  Napa.  As  there  seemed  no  immediate 
prospect  tnat  the  mission  would  become  self-sustaining  for  years  to  come,  pastor  M. 
commeneed  preaching  at  three  other  points,  with  the  view  of  strengtnening  hia 
ehs^,  at  Sonoma,  St.  Helena  and  Valleys.  There  are  favorable  prospects  of  or- 
ganizing a  oongre^tion  at  Sonoma  at  an  early  day,  with  36  members.  It  is  too 
Kwn  to  speak  of  his  success  at  the  other  points,  but  it  may  be  said  that  thus  hx 
there  is  no  reason  for  discouragement.  It  is  believed  that  in  this  way  the  mission 
▼ill  become  self-supporting,  and  the  course  of  the  missionary  is  commended  by 
the  Bfjard.  The  congregation  at  Napa  holds  its  own,  but  its  indebtedness — 1500 — 
is  still  very  much  in  the  way  of  its  progress.  No  statistics  given  this  year.  Ap- 
Pjopriation  last  year,  $300.  No  appropriation  for  the  present.  Pastor,  George 
Hsechtersheimer. 

StockUm  — During  the  past  year,  the  Reformed  Church  at  Stockton,  in  the  begin- 
Ding  cherished  and  supported  by  this  Board,  but,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  self> 
lostainittg  and  apparently  prosperous,  met  with  a  great  calamity.  After  its  regu- 
lar pastor  resigned  and  withdrew  from  the  field,  a  so-called  minister  of  the  Gofipel 
crept  in  anawarea,  occupied  the  pulpit,  and  succeeded  in  inducing  a  laree  portion 
of  the  members  to  withdraw  from  the  Reformed  Church  and  connect  tnemselves 
yith  his  own  denomination.  He  farther  succeeded  in  getting  the  charter  changed 
in  one  of  the  lower  courts,  on  the  fialse  assumption  that  the  congregation  was  a  so- 
caDed  Independent  Reformed  Church,  and  as  such,  had  a  right  to  alienate  its 
property  and  transfer  it  to  somebody  else.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Board 
^ntnoriaed  the  Rev.  £.  De  Gfeller  to  proceed  as  our  missionary  to  Stockton,  and  to 
^  vhat  he  could  to  save  the  Reformed  Church  from  entire  dastruction.    In  thia 
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he  has  been  thus  far.  ander  the  bleasiiig  of  Qod,  suooessful.  He  has  rallied  such 
members  as  he  coula  find  that  were  true  to  the  Church,  and  has  been  preaching 
for  them  in  such  places  as  were  available.  A  suit  has  been  entered,  the  intruder 
Reeled  far  the  time  Ix'ing  at  least,  and  the  church  dosed  b^  the  sheriff,  until  the 
Supreme  Court  of  California  decides  the  true  ownership  of  the  church.  The  caae 
was  to  be  decided  last  week,  and  if  there  has  been  no  postponement,  we  may  ex- 
pect to  hear  the  result  soon.  The  property  is  worUi  about  $5,000,  and  the  cost  of 
the  suit  may  be  somewhere  between  four  and  five  hundred  dollars.  Appropri- 
ation the  same  as  at  Napa,  $300.    Pastor,  Eugene  De  Geller. 

Akuneda. — ^During  the  course  of  the  year,  pastor  Hartman  informed  the  Board 
that  his  labors  at  Alameda  did  not  seem  to  be  productive  of  good  results,  and  so 
he  made  the  request  that  he  be  asngned  to  bome  other  field  on  tlie  Pacific  coast, 
where  be  could  be  more  useful.  He  was  unwilling  to  receive  money  from  the 
ehurch,  unless  he  had  some  prospect  of  building  up  a  Christian  congregation 
among  the  Germans  at  Alameda.  At  the  time  he  wrote  to  us  he  did  not  see  that 
this  could  be  done,  and  so  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  elsewhere  to  preach  the 
Qospel.  Subsequently,  however,  a  change  took  place  in  his  prospects  and  he  con- 
cluded to  remain  at  his  post.  Some  twenty  persons  at  Oakland  came  forward  and 
entreated  him  to  organize  them  into  a  church,  which  he  consented  to  do.  The 
new  organization  is  called  "  Immanuel's  Church  at  Oakland.*'  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  missionary  has  been  approved  by  the  Board.  His  prospects  now  are 
more  enotmraging  than  they  were  one  year  ago.  S.  S.  scholars,  70.  Baptisms,  12. 
Appropriation  last  year  $400.    Thia  year  the  same.    Pastor,  C.  Hartman. 

OBEGON. 

Portland, — ^Three  congregations,  Portland,  Astoria  and  Oak  Point  Members 
ISO.  8.  S.  scholars,  65.  Baptisms,  40.  Additions,  13.  Benevolence,  $25.  Local 
Objects,  $74(3.  Property,  $8,000.  No  debt.  Congregation  at  Astoria  expects  to 
build  a  church  ;  have  b^n  offered  a  large  amount  of  lumber  for  that  purpose. 
At  Oak  Point  tlie  members  are  also  adopting  measures  to  build  a  church  with 
good  prospects  of  success.  At  Portland  the  congregation  propose  to  build  a  par- 
sonage during  the  year.  The  Anglo-German  Institute  belonging  to  the  mission  ia 
taught  by  the  daughter  of  the  missionary,  assisted  by  her  father  and  another  teach- 
er. It  has  met  thus  far  with  good  success,  and  has  proved  itMlf  a  useful  auxiliary 
to  the  mission.  It  is  now  proposed  to  convert  this  school  into  a  Mission  house,  for 
the  purpose  of  prejmring  ^oung  men  for  the  office  of  the  ministry  and  the  pro- 
femon  of  teaching  in  tlie  interests  of  the  Reformed  Church  on  the  Pacific  Coast, 
and  the  missionary  asks  for  the  counsel  of  the  Board  and  the  Synod  in  the  matter. 
The  mission  {iroposes  to  be  self-supporting  after  the  1st  of  October,  1^82.  under 
certain  conditions.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  Self-sustaining.  Under  the 
Board  eight  veurs.    Pastor,  John  Gantenbein. 

ScUem. — Members,  56.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  7.  S.  S.  Scholars,  20.  Pastor 
Muellhaupt  has  ceased  preacoing  at  Waldo  Hills,  and  referred  the  congregation 
to  Cliissis  for  supplies,  in  order  that  he  might  give  attention  to  other  points,  where 
congregations  may  be  organized.  Once  a  montn  he  preaches,  at  present,  in  Albany 
city,  where  he  has  the  prospect  of  or^nizing  a  congregation  at  an  early  day. 
Recently  he  visited  a  Swiss  settlement  in  Washington  Territory,  destitute  of  the 
means  of  i^race,  where  perhaps  something  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future.  For 
the  last  six  years  the  mission  at  Salem  has  been  worshipping  in  a  rented  hall, 
which  has  l>een  a  barrier  in  the  wav  of  its  progress.  Enconruged  by  the  Board, 
it  has  recently  purchased  a  valuable  property,  consisting  of  a  church,  two  lots, 
and  an  old  parsonage,  for  $2000.  In  a  few  years  it  will  be  worth  double  or  treble 
that  amount.  Thus  far  $450  have  been  advanced  to  effect  the  purchase,  and  the 
balance  is  to  be  paid  in  two  annual  installments,  falling  due  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber^ 1883  and  1884^  bearing  interest  at  nine  per  cent.  The  Board  has  promised  to 
assist  the  mission  in  this  undertaking,  to  the  extent  of  $250,  out  of  monies  received 
for  church'building  purp(»6es.  Of  this  amount  $(K)  have  been  already  paid  by 
contributions  sent  fiom  the  Easton  and  Frederick  congregations,  which  were  thank* 
fully  received  by  the  pastor  and  his  flock.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  Thia 
year  the  same.    Pastor  Muellhaupt. 

Stafford  J  Clackamas  County. — In  November  last  the  two  congregations  organ* 
ized  by  pastor  Lange— St.  Peter's,  near  Oregon  City,  and  St  John's,  near  New 
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En,— «t  his  request  were  snpplied  with  a  ptstor  of  their  own.  In  the  penon  of 
fiev.  Frederick  Kirald,  sent  to  this  ooantry  last  year  by  the  HU  Cbriachooa  Pilg«r 
InBtitaie,  at  Basel,  Switserland.  The  thirty-six  members  of  these  two  small  ecs- 
fresatioas  now  support  their  own  pastor.  The  first  mentioned  has  erected  a  eom- 
modioixs  parsonage,  in  which  it  worships  for  the  present,  and  expects  to  erect  a 
hoose  of  worship  at  an  early  da;f .  The  chnrch  at  New  Era,  with  the  help  of  $50 
sppropriated  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  for  which  the  pastor  and  members  expi 


their  heart-felt  thanks,  are  at  present  building  themselves  a  small  house  of  worship. 
vliKh  will  be  finished  and  dedicated  at  an  early  dajr.  Pastor  Lange,  on  account  oi 
Cnling  health,  has  been  compelled  to  confine  his  activity  to  the  single  congregation  at 
Keridian,  where  he  has  been  preaching,  teaching  school,  teaching  music,  and  cate> 
chising  the  yonth.  Providence  alone  has  prevented  him  from  making  long  minion- 
siy  tours,  or  asshiting  neighboring  brethren,  as  he  was  forraerlv  aocastomed  to  do. 
It  is  now  his  purpose  to  make  a  visit  to  Germany,  for  the  benent  of  his  health,  but 
at  the  earnest  entreatr  of  Classis  and  his  congregation,  he  has  promised  to  remain 
with  his  flock,  if  his  health  permits,  until  a  successor  comes  in  and  takes  his  place. 
It  will  be  observed  that  there  are  now  two  charges  in  his  field,  one  of  wbich  is 
self-supporting,  both  of  which  may  be  said  to  have  g^w^  out  of  the  small  mission 
St  Salem.  Members  of  the  Meridian  congregation,  31.  8.  S.  Scholars,  24.  Bap- 
tions,  3.  Losses,  5.  Additions,  2.  Contributed  for  eongre^:ational  purposes,  $400. 
Value  of  church  property,  $900,  dedicated,  without  any  debt  on  it,  in  June  last, 
smidst  general  rejoicing,  in  which  neighboring  ooni<regations  served  by  Pastor 
Lange  took  part.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year  the  same.  Pastor 
Jolius  Lange. 

West  Union,  Waskingion  OoniUy, — ^This  mission  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the 
Board  during  the  post  year,  and  its  pastor  was  received  from  a  sister  denomina- 
tion. He  has  one  small  congregation  with  seventeen  members,  and  a  Sunday-schood 
with  ten  scholars ;  but  he  makes  many  missionary  tours— on  foot^from  place  to 
place.  praichin:r  every  Sunday,  and  as  often  as  he  can  during  the  week.  He  has 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  that  his  labors  are  appreciated.  Some  of  his  hearers  travel 
ss  mr  as  ten  miles,  on  the  Sabbath,  to  attend  divine  services.  Much  of  his  time 
is  spent  in  visiting  the  people  who  are  scattered  about,  so  that  he  may  converse 
aad  proy  with  them,  and  read  to  them  the  word  of  Qod.  It  would  aanst  him  very 
much  in  his  work,  he  thinks,  if  he  could  take  with  him,  in  his  visits,  some  good 
books  and  reli^ous  tracts  in  the  German  language,  and  present  them  to  the  people. 
Borne  of  them  have  no  Bibles,  and  others  have  no  books  to  read.  This  missionary 
is  inade(^aately  supported.  With  $56  as  salary  from  tlie  people,  and  a  small  ap- 
propriation from  the  Board,  he  cannot  support  himself  and  ramily.  It  is  a  case 
u  which  relief  is  needed,  especially  during  the  coming  winter.  Appropriation  laat 
year,$l^a    This  year,  $200.    Pastor  H.  Stauss. 

WASHINGTON  TERRITORY. 

SuEUei. — Pastor  Krentor,  during  the  vear,  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to 
pastor  Gantenbein  in  his  misionary  work.  f*or  a  while  he  preached  at  the  Dalles. 
Wowing  to  difficulties  and  chan^  in  the  place,  he  withdrew,  and  by  advice  of 
Cfanvi,  mn  been  supplving  the  mission  at  Seattel.  During  the  year  he  has  also 
preached  at  Walla- Walla.  Unfortunately,  his  annual  report  fiiiled  to  reach  the 
OQperintendent,  and  he  is  not  able  to  report  the  results  of  his  activity.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $200.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor  A.  Kreuter. 

IOWA. 

The  following  missions  in  Iowa  were  placed  under  this  Board  at  the  suggestion 
of  the  Potomac  Synod,  and  bjr  the  request  of  the  Clnssis  of  Iowa,  and  with  this 
nn-lenitandin?,  the  Synod  promised  to  contribute  $450  for  their  support  during  the 
year.  The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  further  promised  to  contribute  $250  for  the  same 
object. 

Pt&unni  Valiey  Mistion,  Fremont  Co^ — ^This  mission  was  organised  in  May. 
1S79  by  the  Rev.  D.  P.  Lefever  with  17  members,  and  placed  under  the  Board  or 
MisDOBs  of  Iowa  Classis,  with  an  appropriation. 

It  has  at  present  65  memben,  a  Sunday-school  of  30  scholars,  exclusive  of  the 
adnlts  who  are  accaftomed  \o  attend  regularly,  and  a  catechetical  class  of  ten 
young  penona.    Three  children  were  baptized,  $50  contributed  to  benevolence, 
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and  $260  for  local  objecti.  The  attendance  on  dirine  serrioee  is  good  and  im- 
proving. The  new  church,  built  in  September  last,  cost  $1600,  and  wan  dedicated 
without  any  debt  resting  on  it.  The  mission  is  gaining  a  firmer  foothold  in  the 
communitj,  has  based  itself  on  true  Christian  pnnciples,  and  seeks  to  make  a 
stand  against  the  sorroondinff  tide  of  worldliness,  intemperance,  the  foolish 
amusements  of  the  world,  ana  other  sins  abounding  in  a  new  country.  The  sup- 
port of  the  pastor  all  told,  including  the  appropriation  of  the  Board,  during  the 
Tear,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  $276,  firom  which  it  is  plain  enough  that,  unless 
ne  had  em{>loyed  some  means  of  his  own  (his  pension),  must  have  come  to  want. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $126.    This  year,  $126.    Pastor,  D.  P.  licfever. 

Beamen  MiMum,  Grundy  Co, — ^The  missionary  commenced  his  work  in  thia 
field  on  the  1st  of  October,  1881,  with  one  organind  couffreffation.  Since  then  he 
has  organized  another  congregation  at  Lisoomb  in  MarBnali  Co.— -eighteen  milea 
distant — with  eight  members.  The  chaige  thus  consists  uf  two  congregations. 
Members,  31.  S.  S.  scholars,  99.  Benevolence,  $32.98.  Local  objects.  $66.  One 
missionary  society  with  36  members,  each  paying  ten  cents  per  montn.  Church 
papers,  10.  The  Lord's  supper  administerod  quarterly.  No  church  buildinga, 
out  in  case  there  are  no  losses  by  removals  or  otherwise  one,  if  not  two,  new 
churches  will  be  erected  during  the  coming  vear.  Many  of  the  members  came 
from  the  East  originally,  and  are  liberal  in  ineir  support  of  the  churoh.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $260.    This  year,  $260.    Pastor,  Henry  Bair. 

Three  other  missions  in  the  Iowa  Classis  were  taken  under  the  Board,  but  from 
these  no  annual  reports,  giving  statistics,  have  been  received.  They  are  as  fol- 
lows: Wilton  M%99umf  Muscatine  Co. — Appropriation,  $126.  Pastor,  S.  C. 
Long;  Brandon  Mimcn^  Buchanan  Co. — ^Appropriation,  $180.  Now  vacant; 
and  Xet^Aton  Mi$sion  on  the  rail-road  running  from  Oskaloosa  to  Des  Moines, 
vacant,  but  supplied  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Busa.    Appropriation  not  given. 

(/mates  Union, — ^The  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  the  Mission- 
ary Committee  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  reports  that  since  the  last  annual  meeting 
of  the  synod,  he  has  received  and  paid  out  for  miasionaiy  purposes  $771.61.  A 
part  of  this  amount  was  used  for  the  support  of  a  missionary  under  the  care  of 
the  Board,  and  the  balance  has  been  paia  into  the  treasuries  of  other  miasionaiy 
boards  of  the  Churoh. 

SUMMAKT. 

Number  of  missions... 66,  last  year,  46 

Members  in  the  missions 6,356,  ''  4,169 

Baptisms  during  the  year 720,  "  720 

Additions  during  the  year 666,  "  688 

Sunday-school  scholars 4,886,  "  3.406 

Amount  collected  for  benevolence... $1,923,  "  $932 

•*             "        for  local  objects $26,196,  "  $18,927 

Estimated  value  of  property  belonging  to 

the  missions $188,860,  *<  $164,000 

Reduction  of  Indebtedness...... $6,238,  ■ 

FINANOIAL  STATEMENT. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  it  appears  that  the  income  of  the  Board  during  the 
year,  from  all  sources  up  to  date  was,  for  missions  $11,804,  for  Washington  Chapel 
iSjOOd,  and  for  Churoh  Building  Fund,  164,  in  addition  to  some  contributions  to 
this  object  included  in  the  general  ftmd.  Whole  amount  $14,923.  It  comparea 
fitvorabiy  with  the  contributions  of  previous  years. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $16,600  in  order  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses, for  which  we  recommend  that  the  Synods  raise  the  following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $9,000 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac 4,260 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 8,260 

BEOOMMBKBATIOKS. 

The  Board  is  pleased  to  see  that  our  churehes  are  beginning  to  send  in  their 
contributions  to  the  Chnreh  Building  Fund,  and  it  recommends  to  the  Synods  to 
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rdtoste  their  TeqiieBts  of  last  year,  and  enoonnge  oharehes  and  indiTidnala  to  do 
more  for  tfaia  object  durinsr  the  coming  year. 

A»  tbe  Bourd  finds  it  difficult  to  sappiy  its  missions  with  pastors,  owing  to  the 
want  of  minifltora,  it  recommends  to  the  Synods,  to  adopt  measures  to  indnoe  mora 
of  oor  ypnns  men  to  derote  themselves  to  the  ministerial  work. 

The  boara  reoommends  to  the  Synods  to  adopt  all  suitable  measnres  to  difRuM 
nDssioDary  intelligenee,  to  awaken  the  missionarr  spirit,  and  to  develop  the  liber- 
ality of  OUT  people  in  promoting  the  interests  of  Cnrist's  Kingdom  in  the  mia- 
■ooary  work.  Itespectfully  submitted. 

THEODORE  APPEL, 

September  19, 1882.  Superintendent 

m.      REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  MI88IOKB. 
T»A§  Board  of  Munaiu  of  the  Brformed  Chwch  m  the  UniUdSUOet: 

I  b^  leave  to  present  the  following  Report  of  the  Raaaoea  of  the  Board 
during  the  past  Synodical  year. 

Contributiona  for  missions  were  made  as  foUowi  by  the  aevenl  elaases  oom- 
posing  the  three  Synods,  vis. : 

Synod  of  the  Vkiied  Statei. 

Oaesis  of  Philadelphia |    86  62 

•«         Tohickon 869  88 

**         Goshenhoppen  .•••...      667  68 

"         East  PennsylTania 1092  18 

"         Lebanon 1149  11 

"         Lancaster 626  28 

*•         East  Susquehanna 208  00 

*'         West  Susquehanna 661  96 

Lehigh 627  06 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States    $6,86162 

Synod  of  the  Fotomae, 

ChmoB  of  Zion I  867  66 

Maryland 1418  66 

Mercersburg 1241  68 

Virginia 801  86 


<< 
«i 

"         San  Frandsoo 24  80 

"         North  Carolina        76  66 


Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomao.  .      ...^.^       $8,420  16 

Synod  of  JPittabwyh. 

Gassia  of  Somerset |    8000 

From  Treasozer  of  Synod 2674  60 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  ....      |  2,704  69 

Mueellanooui  Somreei, 

From  Locke  legacy  (loaned  out)  .   .   .   .  |  600  00 

"        "         "      (interest) 167  88 

«•     other  legacies 78  00 

**  Reform^  Church,  Emporia,  Kan.  6  00 
"  Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  Evan- 
gelical Reformed  Church,  N.  T.  .  26  00 
•*  E.  and  S.  Dieffenderfer,  Michigan  .  10  00 
*•  CoUections  in  Neb.  per  Rev.  E.  Erb  26  00 
at  Synod  of  Danville    .       24  86 

'*     Loans 400  00 

I  1,286  10 

912,721  66 
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Balaaeo  in  the  Trawuy  Oet.  8, 1881 .  •  1,280  07 

Total  from  ftll  Muroes |18,962  62 

Abte.-*The  loan  of  f400  remains  unpaid. 

Duburtementt. 

Balance  in  the  Trearary  Oct  8, 1881  .   .  |  1,208  97 
Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  year  .   .    12,074  26 
"    Bey.  D.  8.  Fonae,  Treasurer  of  Iowa 

Classis 280  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  Sep.  19, 1882  .  .        894  29 

118,962  62 

We  certify  that  the  foregoing  account  of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  th« 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  was  this  day 
audited  by  us  and  found  correct,  and  a  balance  of  three  hundred  and  ninety* 
fnir  and  f^  dollars  ($894^)  found  in  the  Treasurer's  hands. 

Witness  our  hands,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  this  20th  day  of  September,  1882. 

W.  H.  H.  Smtdib,  )  Committee  of 
D.  W.  Gnoss,         J    AudUoTM, 

WiuhingUm  MUtion, 

The  following  sums  were  receiyed  during  the  year  for  Washington  Idiasioii, 
vis.: 

From  Classis  of  Lancaster |  183  43 

«  <«         Lebanon 411  00 

"  "         Lehigh 144  82 

"  ••         Tohickon 164  48 

"  "        Goshenhoppea 60  00 

$  968  18 

••  "         Zion 26  00 

<«  «*         Hercersburg 214  16 

<«         i«         Maryland 1860  18 

$2108  84 

One-half  of  Collection  of  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  14  00 

Total |80;6  62 

Hfote, — ^The  Board  is  indebted  on  loan  the  sum  of  91800,  towards  the  payment 
ef  which  there  is  in  the  Treasury  $222.78. 

Bespeetiblly  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  SxiBiBT,  Treatmw, 

IT.      FORSIGN    MIB8ION8. 

The  fullowiDg  paper  was  received  from  tbe  Secretarjr  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Miaaioos  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Mlasions: 

To  lAs  Synod  of  tki  Rtformtd  Church  m  Vu  United  States,  convened  at  BeUefonU^ 
Pa.,  October  11,  1882. 

BsAn  Bbbthbsv  :  At  the  last  quarterly  meeting  of  the  EzecutiTo  Committee 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
Ibr  Foreign  Missions,  and  Missions  among  the  Indians  of  our  own  country,  it 
was  nnanimously  resolved  to  call  your  attention  to  the  work  of  the  Board,  and 
•sk  your  earnest  and  prayerftil  consideration  and  co-operation  in  carrying 
forward  the  moTemeni  so  auspiciously  inaugurated  in  Japan  and  among  th« 


89 

Indiaiis.    In  reference  to  tlie  work  in  JajMUi,  we  call  your  attenUon  to  the 
following  £iets : 

1.  We  liATe  secured  a  good  and  substantial  property  in  the  Foreign  Concession 
(5o.  28  Tsuk^i,  Tokio,  Japan)  as  the  residence  of  our  missionary.  It  has  been 
paid  f:r,  and  is  increasing  in  value. 

2.  Oar  missionary.  Rer.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  has  fally  qualified  himself  to 
preach  and  teach  in  the  Japanese  language. 

&  A  honiie  was  hired  in  the  city  of  Tokio,  in  which  Mr.  Gring  has  been 
preadiing  and  catechising  regularly  for  the  past  three  months.  His  plan  is  to 
open  with  singing,  then  a  prayer,  short  sermon  and  singing  *,  then  a  question 
ia  the  catechism  is  put  upon  the  black  board,  and  all  present  commit  it  and 
the  aasver  to  memory  before  they  separate. 

4.  This  house  was  found  to  be  inconrenient,  and  the  possession  of  it  depended 
en  the  whim  of  the  landlord,  so  Mr.  Gring  has  secured  a  lot  in  the  same 
Dcigfaborfaood,  right  in  the  heart  of  the  great  city,  upon  which  he  proposes  to 
erect  a  chapel  and  school-room.  This  was  provided  through  the  agency  of  the 
satire  teacher,  as  none  but  natives  can  purchase  or  hold  property  in  other  than 
the  Foreign  Concession.  More  definite  information  on  this  matter  will  shortly 
be  given  to  the  Tfaureh. 

5.  Thus  we  have  made  an  important  commencement  in  that  great  empire  and 
among  that  interesting  people. 

6.  But  we  need  an  assistant  for  the  missionary.  All  our  interests  there 
depend  largely  upon  the  health  and  continuance  of  Brother  Gring.  We  have 
ai^)ealed  for  help.  Some  are  considering  the  matter.  There  should  some  one 
come  forward  at  once.  The  missionary  appeals  for  help.  There  solitary  and 
abne,  endeavoring  to  plant  our  Church  on  more  distant  shores,  that  we,  too, 
may  have  part  in  converting  the  heathen  to  Christ,  his  appeals  to  his  brethren 
are  intensified  by  the  circumstances  in  which  we  have  placed  him.  Will  not 
some  one  hear  the  Macedonian  cry  7  Dear  fathers  and  brethren,  we  commend 
this  great  work  to  your  prayers  and  liberality  and  favorable  action. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  8.  JoHHSTON,  Secretary, 

y.      REPORT  OF  COMHITTBE  ON  MISSIONS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Comtnittee  on  Mis- 
iions  and  adopted : 

Tour  Committee  on  Missions  respectfully  report  that  the  following  documents 
have  been  referred  to  them<: 

1.  The  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  of  the  Tri- 
synodic  Board. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  several  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board. 

4.  A  letter  from  the  officers  of  the  Tri-synodio  Board  of  Missions,  asking  for 
la  ** enlarged  sympathy  and  support*'  of  the  Master's  cause. 

6.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
IfJMiona  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

I.  Borne  Mierione, 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  contains  a  detailed  account  of  the  missions 
sader  their  care,  including  name,  location,  membership,  additions  by  confirma- 
tion and  certificate,  Sunday-schools,  contributions  for  benevolent  and  local 
objects,  value  of  property,  future  prospects,  appropriation  and  name  of  pastor. 
There  are  at  present  55  missions:  80  of  these  are  in  Pennsylvania,  8  in 
Tijgiaia,  1  in  Delaware,  8  in  Maryland,  2  in  North  Carolina,  1  in  the  District 
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of  ColumbU,  1  in  New  York,  1  in  Kansas,  1  in  Missouri,  1  in  Nebraska*  2  in 
California,  4  in  Oregon,  1  in  Washington  Territory,  2  in  Iowa. 

To  sustain  these  missions  during  the  ooming  year,  $16,500.00  will  be  needed. 
Of  this  amount  your  Committee  recommend  that  |9000.00  be  assumed  by  this 
Synod  and  apportioned  among  the  Classes  on  the  basis  of  17}  cents  for  every 
communicant  member  reported,  vis. : 

Qassis  of  East  Pennsylvania $1091  00 

**         Lebanon 2620  00 

PhiUdelphia 622  00 

**         Lancaster 689  00 

*<         East  Susquehanna       1110  00 

"         West  Susquehanna •  662  00 

**         Goshenhoppen 987  00 

«*         Tohickon 960  00 

Lehigh 1249  00 


tf 


$9680  00 

*  From  the  Treasurer's  report  we  learn  that  $5861.62  were  received  from  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  $3420.15  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $2704.59 
ttom  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  $1285.19  from  miscellaneous  sources,  and  $1280.97 
as  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  Oct.  18, 1881.     Total  tram  all  sources  $18,962.62. 

'    Of  this  amount  $18,558.28  were  disbursed  per  orders  of  the  Board ;  a  balance 

of  $894.29  remained  in  the  Treasury  September  19,  1882. 

-    The  Treasurer's  report  of  this  year,  we  are  assured,  compares  &vorably  with 

the  reports  of  previous  years. 

<   The  Board  owes  f  1600.00  on  a  loan  made  for  Washington  mission,  towards 

the  payment  of  which  there  are  in  the  Treasury  only  $222. 78. 

*  The  Board  of  Missions  calls  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the 
apportionments  made  for  the  payment  of  St.  Stephen's  Chapel  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  are  due,  and  requests  it  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  same 
as  promptly  as  possible.     Therefore 

Bttolvedt  That  the  different  Classes  who  are  delinquent  in  regard  to  these 
apportionments  be  and  hereby  are  earnestly  requested  to  pay  them  at  an  early 
day. 

It  also  requests  the  co-operation  of  the  Synod  in  securing  a  more  general 
introduction  of  the  Reformed  Mietitmary  Herald  into  our  congregations.  We 
would  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Reformed  Mueionary  Herald  be  and  hereby  is  heartily  com- 
mended to  our  congregations  as  a  means  to  advance  the  cause  of  missions. 

n.  Foreign  Mtamont* 

From  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  for  Foreign  Missions  we  gather  the 
following  facts,  to  which  its  Executive  Committee  calls  the  attention  of  Synod : 

1.  A  good  and  substantial  property  in  the  "Foreign  Concession"  has  been 
bought  and  paid  for  as  the  residence  of  our  foreign  missionary  in  Tokio,  Japan. 

2.  Our  missionary  is  now  prepared  to  preach  and  teach  in  the  Japanese 
language. 

8.  He  has  been  preaching  and  teaching  regularly  for  the  last  three  months. 

4.  Through  the  agency  of  the  native  teacher  a  lot  in  the  heart  of  the  great 
city  of  Tokio  has  been  procured,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a  chapel 
and  school-room. 

5.  An  assistant  missionary  for  the  foreign  field  has  not  yet  been  secured. 
The  Board  has  made  earnest  efforts  to  seure  one,  but  hitherto  without  suocesa. 
Some,  we  are  told,  are  considering  the  matter,  but  none  has  as  yet  been  pre- 
pared  to  say :  **  Here  am  I ;  send  me."  In  view  of  these  facta  your  Committee 
vuggest  the  following  action : 
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1.  Baobwif  That  we  ha^e  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  prosperity  of  onr 
miasion  in  Japan,  and  hope  that  its  fiiture  success  may  meet  the  expectations 
of  the  Qiarch. 

2.  Reaohed,  That  its  present  condition  and  future  prospects  should  urge  the 
members  of  the  Church  to  contribute  more  freely  for  its  support. 

3.  Reaolved,  That  we  praise  God  for  His  blessing  which  He  has  thus  far 
bestowed  upon  our  feeble  eiTorts  to  extend  His  kingdom  and  promote  His  glory 
tmong  the  heathen,  and  that  we  beseech  Him  to  presenre  the  life  and  health  of 
oar  foreign  miasionary  and  his  family. 

4.  Regohtd,  That  this  Synod  renewedly  commends  the  cause  ofToreign  missions 
to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of  the  Church. 

RespeetAiUy  submitted, 

N.  S.  Strassbukokr, 
T.  0.  Stem, 
Louis  Kkabmbb. 

VI.      MI8BI0NART  SERVICES. 

Special  missioDary  services  were  held  on  Monday  eveniDg.  The 
meeting  opeued  with  religious  services.  Addresses  were  delivered 
bj  Rev.  Jas.  I.  Crood,  Dr.  Theo.  Appel,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Derr,  who 
presented  the  need  of  the  foreign  and  home  field  in  the  cause  of 
missioDS.    After  the  addresses  a  collection  was  taken  for  missions. 

*         Vn.      MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  RELATING  TO  MISSIONS. 

Synod  realizing  the  importance  of  securing  the  interest  of  the 
entire  Church  in  the  cause  of  missions,  and  believing  that  this 
work  in  all  it  departments  can  be  satisfactorily  attended  to  by  the 
aothorized  Board  of  8ynod»  it  was  therefore 

Re9ol9ed,  That  a  committee  of  fiye  be  appointed,  to  whom  this  subject  is 
referred,  to  propose  ench  a  basis  as  may  be  calculated  to  unify  our  mission  work 
as  now  carried  forward  by  this  Synod  and  the  Ursinua  Union. 

The  Chair  appointed  Rev.  J.  E.  Heister,  D.  D..  J.  H.  Sechler, 
Lu  K.  Evans,  and  Elders  E.  J.  Zahm  and  D.  B.  Mauger  to  report 
at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  and  also  the  Report 
of  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  referrea  to 
the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.    The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees : 

Report  of  the  Board  of  TVustees  of  Synod, 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  conrened  at  Belle- 
fonte,  October  11,  1882. 

Fathkks  and  Bbvthbkn  :  Your  Board  begs  leare  to  present  the  following 
report: 

The  Board  is  composed  of  the  following  members : 
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Rer.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  whoM  term  expires  Janaary  1>  1888. 
John  J.  NisBley,  "        "         "  "        "  1884. 

Rev.  C.  8.  Gerhard,  "        "         "  "        "  1885. 

E.  F.  Kelker,  ♦•        "         "  **        "  1886. 

John  P.  Orth,  "        "         "  ««        "  1887. 

As  ReT.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder's  term  will  expire  Jan.  1,  1883,  we  propose  the 
names  of  ReT.  G.  W.  Snyder,  of  Harrisburg,  and  Rey.  Jonathan  Heister,  D.D., 
of  Annrille,  Pa.,  as  suitable  candidates  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  following  resolution  passed  the  Board  at  its  late  meeting : 

Resolvetfy  That  the  President  in  his  annual  report  recommend  to  Synod,  thai 
but  $500  be  assessed  for  the  coming  synodical  year  for  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
that  the  delinquent  Clashes  be  again  urged  to  pay  the  amounts  due  by  them 
respectively.  Respectftilly  submitted. 

W.  H.  H.  Smtdeb,  Prendent, 


JoHK  J.  Ni33LS7,  Treoiurer,  In  aeeount  with  the  Sjfuod  of  the  Reformed  Church 

in  the  UniUd  States, 

FOB  CONTINGENT  FUND  AND  BOABD  OF  PUBLICATION. 

1881.  Dr. 

Oct  11,  To  Balance  in  Treasnry I  14  13 

"    13^  "  Cash  from  Went  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Ber.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 13  32 

Not.    5,  **  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas. 12  30 

1882. 
Feb.    7,    **  Cash   from  West  Susqnehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,Trea«. 10  96 

May  13)  "  Oa^h  from  West  Susquehanna  Classisy  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 5  96 

"    16,   "  Cash   from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas  Treas. 4  46 

*'    20,  '*  Cash' from   Philadelphia  ciasais,   per  H.   C.  Hoorer, 

Treas- 81  00 

July  28,  "  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Gkorge  Hill, 

Trens 200  00 

Sept    2,   *<  Cash  from  Tohickon  Classis,  per   I.  S.  Gerhart,  Treas.  .      63  89 
^  '  25,  "         "         Qoshenhoppen    Classis,  per  D.    B.    Mauger, 

Treas 138  00 

"      **    "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas 21  27 

Oct.     Zf  **  Cash  from   Lancaster  Classis,  per  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 

Treas. 92  00 

"      5,  *'  Cash  from  Lehigh  Classis,  per  Rer.  N.  8.  Slrassburger, 

Treas. •   •   •    207  00 

"       **  "  Cash  from  Lebanon  Claaiis,  per  Rev.  Thos.  8.  Johnston, 

Treas. 150  00 

$1014  29 
1881.  Cit  ff==^ 

Oct  11,  By  Cash  paid  Rer.  C.  S.  Qerhart,  Travelling  Expenses  ...     2  50 

1882. 
Nov.  6,     *'         "        Rev.  J.  P.  Stein.  Salary  as  Stated  Clerk,  Trans- 
lating Minutes  of  Synod,  Postage,  Ac 108  40 
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KoT.  13,  By  Cuh  paid  Rey.  a  a  GerharC,  Trarelling  Expensea  .  .       1  14 
«     «     *•'         •'         John  F.  Orth.  Eaq.  "  *'         .   .       2  36 

July  23,**  "         Retbrmed  Church  Pub.  Board,  on   acct.  of 

Printing  Minuten  of  Sv*ood  for  1881 200  00 

8cpt    2»  **  C«8b  Paid  Reformed  Church  Pub.  Board,  bal.  in  full  for 

Printing  Minute><  of  Svnod 77  68 

Oct    6y    *"  Cai*b  paid  Wm.  D .  Grtjeis  Treaa.  Qeneral  Synod,  on  acct 

apportionment  at  Tiffin,  Ohio 600  00 

«      "    "  BaUnoe 22  22 

$1014  29 
SnociKO  FuwD  Account.  — === 

From  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  referrdd  to  Committee  on 
Finance: 

Resolved, — ^That  the  President  in  his  annnal  report  recommend  to  the 
Synod,  that  but  $500  be  asBfased  for  the  coming  Sy nodical  Year  for  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  and  that  the  delinquent  Claasee  be  again  urged  to  pay  the  amounts  due 
by  them  respeciively. 
1881.  Db. 

Oct  10,  To  Balance  in  Treasury 33  82 

"   1^    "  Cai>h  from  West  Susquehanna  Clasfus,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haais  Treas. 9  00 

Koy.  5,    "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas»  Treas. 15  00 

1882. 
May  13,    "  Cash   from  West  Susquehanna  Classic,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Hans,  Treaii 16  92 

"  16,    "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Baas,  Treas • 6  25 

'^    27,    "  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq., 

Treas 120  00 

Jnly  23,    **  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq., 

Treas. 160  00 

Sept.  25,  "  Cash    from  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  per  D.  B.  Mauger, 

Treas. 180  00 

"      "    "  CAsh  from  West  Susquehanna  Qassis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treas. 10  55 

Oct    3,    "  Cash  from  Lancaster  CUasis,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Panne- 

becker,  Treas. 120  00 

"     6     **  Cash  from  Lebanon,  per  Rey.  Thoa.  8.  Johnaton,  D>D.f 

Treaa. 230  00 

$891  54 
1882.  Cb.  = 

May  2,  By  (Mi  paid  William  H.8eibert,  Treaanrer  Board  of  Home 
Missions,  Six  Montln  Interest  on  $1500  Loan,  to  Jan.  9, 
1882 45  00 

Jnly  3*  "  Cash  paid  William  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  Board  of  Home 
Minions,  Six  Montlis  Interest  on  1500  Loan,  to  July  9, 
Igg2 4500 

Oct    2;    "  Cash  paid  Wiliiam  H.  Seibert,  Treasnrer  Boatd  of  Home 

Missions  on  acct  of  $1500  Loan 500  00 

"*     6^    <*  Balance  in  Tireas 301  54 

891  54 
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The  undersigned,  appointed  s  Committee  to  aadit  the  account  of  John  J. 
Kiasley,  Esq^  Treasurer  of  Sjnod,  certify  that  they  have  compared  his 
vouchers,  and  tind  it  correct,  and  that  there  remains  in  his  hands  balance  doe 
contingent  Fund  of  22.22,  and  Sinking  Fond,  301.54. 

C.  S.  Gerba&d. 

J.  F.  OSTH. 

>  Harritburgf  Oct,  6th,  1882. 


Semihabt  AiTD  Gebhabt  Fukd.  • 

1881.  Ds. 

Oct.  10,  To  Balance  in  hands  of  Tieas.    Uninvested  part  of  Kei£kr 

Legacy $4500  00 

1882. 

Oct.  11,    ''  Cash  from  A.  and  S.  Hoemer,  6  months  interest  on  Cook 

Leffacv 86  00 

Jan.  24,    "  Gai£  from  Isaac  Mumma,  6  months  interest  on  Keiffer 

Lesacy 125  00 

April  2,    *'  CaMi  from  Harrisborg  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  interest  on  6er- 

hart  Legacy 9  00 

May  2f    "  Gash  from  A.  and  S.  Hoemer,  6  months  interest  on  Cook 

Legacy 86  00 

July  25,    "  Cash  from  Isaac  Mumma,  6  months  interest  on  Keifier 

Legacy 125  00 

Sept.  28,   **  Canh  from  Leonard  Monntz,  6  months  interest  on  Keifier 

Leffacy 62  50 

**     **    "  Cash  from  Leonard  and  Adam  Mounts,  6  mos.  interest  on 

Keifier  L^incy 50  00 

Oct.    2,    **  Cash  from  Uarrisburg  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  interest  on  Oer- 

hart  Legacy 9  00 


$4952  50 
1882.  Ca.  == 

Feb.  7,  By  Cash  paid  John  B.  Both,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary,  6 

months  interest  on  $36  Cook,  and  $125  Keifier  Legacjr  .  $161  00 
April  1,    "  Canh  paid  Leonard  Mounts,  Loan  on  Mortgage  Keifier 

Lcffacy 2500  00 

«     '*    "  Cash  paid  Leonard  and  Adam  Mounts,  Loan  on  Mortgage 

Keifier  Legacy 2O0O  00 

July  28,    "  Cash  paid  John  B  Both,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

6  mos.  int.  on  Cook  $36,  and  Keifier  $125  Legacies  .  .  161  00 
Sept.    2,   ^  Cash  paid  John  B.  Both,  Treas..  6  mos.  interest  Keifier 

Legacy 112  50 

Oct     2,    '*  Cash  paid  B.  F.  Kelker,  Treas.  Foreign  Mission,  1  year's 

interest  on  $100  Qerhart  Legai^ 6  00 

"     "    '^  Cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home  Missions,  one 

year's  interest  on  $100  Gerbart  Legacy 6  00 

"     "    «'  Cash  paid  Cbas.  G.  Fisher,  Treas  Board  of  Education,  1 

year's  interest  on  $100  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

$4952  50 
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The  icdiowiiig  daates  within  the  bounde  of  this  Synod  are  in  arretn,  vis.  : 


On  QmiiftgeiU  Aeoouni, 
Oct.  6, 1882. 
1881  Lebanon  Claasis  |264  00 

1881  West  Sniiqoehanna  96  22 

1880  East  Pennsylvania    65  00 

1881  "  184  00 

230  00 

1880  East  Sosqnehanna     27  50 

1881  ^  173  00 


200  50 
86  11 


1881  Tohiekon  (now  paid) 

1877  Philadelphia  44  00 

1878  ••  76  00 

1880  <*         (paid)    69  00 

1881  "<         arrear    81  00 
1200.00 259  00 


11144  83i 


Sinking  FundAecowU, 
Tears.  Oct.  6, 1882. 

1881  Lebanon  Clansis  $310  00 

1880  West  Susquehanna   42  03 


1881 


136  00 


1881  Lehigh 
1879  East  Pel 

177  03 

270  00 

Dnsylvania 

62  25 

1880 

« 

50  00 

1881 

M 

240  00 

1881  East  Susquehanna 
1881  Tohiekon  (now  pd.) 
1881  Philadelphia,  $36  on 
aoct,  arr.  $69 


342  25 

202  50 
195  00 

105  00 


$1601  78 


Smerend Faiken ondBrtthren:  In  presenting  this, my  fourth  annual  report, 
I  b^  to  state  that  there  have  been  no  chanf^es  made  in  the  investments  of 
Synod  during  the  past  year,  and  that  the  $4500  balance  of  the  Keiffer  Legacy 
oninveaied  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  has  since  been  invested.  $2500 
loaned  to  Leonard  Mounts,  on  a  Judgment  Bond  secured  by  a  first 
Morteage  on  his  Farm,  situate  in  West  Hanover  Township,  Dauphin  County. 
The  b^anoe,  $2000,  is  loaned  to  Leonard  and  Adam  Mounts,  also  on  a  Judg- 
ment Bond  secured  by  a  first  Mortgage  on  their  farm,  situate  in  the  same 
township  and  county  aforesaid,  both  loans  bearing  intercBt  at  the  rate  of  five 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually.  Both  investments  are  con- 
sidered &nX  clasf^  and  have  been  made  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Synod. 

The  Treasurer  desires  to  inform  Synod  that  he  has  paid  $600  on  account  of 
pincipal  of  loan  from  the  B<Mird  of  Home  Mimions,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$1000  unpaid.  And  also  that  he  has  paid  $600  on  account  of  apportionment  by 
(leneral  Sjrned  at  Tiffin,  Ohio,  leaving  a  balance  of  $480  unpaid.  And  the 
$1500  additional  assumed  by  Synod  toward  paying  the  amount  due  on  the 
Ertate  of  N.Fisher. 

The  Treasurer  is  pleased  to  inform  Syno^  that  some  of  the  Classes  have 
heeded  the  request  of  Synod,  snd  paid  their  apportionments  promptly,  while 
oiben  are  still  in  arrears,  for  both  Sinking  and  Contingent  Fund  Account. 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  Svnod,  requesting  the  treasurer  to  ascertain  the 
amovmtdoe  Brother  Gelbach,  I  beg  to  report  that  the  amount  due  May  18th, 
187a  was  $702.11 :  4  yean  and  141  days  interest  to  October  7th»  1882,  $184.89, 
makmg  a  total  of  $887. 

The  Treasurer  desires  to  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  a  letter  received  per 
Bev.  D.  Y.  Heisler,  Tress,  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

Bespectfolly  submitted, 

Jvo.  J.  NOBLET,  2Was. 
jRou,  Oet.  6th,  1882. 
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The  Coromittee  on  Finance  snhraitted  their  report,  which  was 
received,  amended  and  adopted.  The  report  as  adopted  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Your  Committoe  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report  that  the  following  itemi 
were  referred  to  it  for  consideration: 

I.  The  Treasurer's  report. 

II.  The  Gelbach  claim. 

III.  A  resolution  from  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 

IV.  An  item  from  the  Minutes  of  Philadelphia  Classis  referring  to  a  discre- 
pancy between  Synodical  Minutes  and  the  Minutes  of  Philadelphia  Classis  with 
relation  to  arrearages  of  said  Classis  on  Contingent  Fund. 

1st.  Your  Committee  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  find  a  balance  of 
$22.22  credited  to  Contingent  Fund ;  and  balance  of  |801.&4  credited  to  Sink- 
ing Fund. 

The  Treasurer  reports : 

1.  That  the  $4,6CK)  balance  of  Kieffer  Legacy  uniuTcsted  at  last  meeting  of 
Synod  was  invested  during  the  year  in  two  judgment-bonds  (f  2,500  and  $2,000 
respectively),  secured  by  first  mortgage,  both  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  6 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

2.  That  he  has  paid  $500  on  account  of  principal  of  loan  from  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  leaving  a  balance  of  $1,000  unpaid. 

8.  That  the  $l,50i>  apportioned  at  the  meeting  of  Synod  last  year  to  meet 
indebtedness  of  the  Publication  Board  to  the  estate  of  N.  Fisher,  deceased,  ia 
still  unpaid. 

4.  That  $(iOO  of  the  apportionment  on  this  Synod  by  General  Synod  has  been 
paid  on  account,  leaving  balance  of  $480  unpaid. 

Ist  Item.  That  the  arrearages  on  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds  are  as  fol- 
lows ; — 


1881  Lebanon  . 


Contingent  Fund. 
.  $2(>4  00 

$264  00 


1881  West  Susquehanna  96  22 

1880  East  Pennsylvania  56  00 

1881  "  "  184  00 


96  22 


289  00 


1880  East  Susquehanna  27  50 


1881 


<i 


i« 


1877  PhilodelphU 
1878 

1880  " 
1881 

1881  Tohickon    . 


178  00 

44  00 

75  00 
59  00 
81  00 

86  11 


200  60 


259  00 
86  11 


$1144  83 


1881  Lebanon 


Sinking  Ikmd, 
.310  00 

$310  00 


1880  West  Susquehanna  42  08 

1881  "     •*     186  00 


1881  Uhigh 270  00 

1879  East  Pennsylvania  52  26 

1880  **  "  50  00 

1881  "  ••  240  00 


177  08 
270  00 


1881  East  Susquehanna  202  50 


1881  Tohickon . 


.  105  00 


1881  Philadelphia   .   .  105  00 


842  26 
202  60 
196  00 
106  00 


$1601  78 


2d  item.  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  Synod,  we  have  examined  into 
the  Gelbach  ckiin  and  find  from  the  Treasurer's  Report  that  the  amount  due 
Geo.  Gelbach,  May  18,  1878,  was  $702.11 ;  4  years  and  141  days'  interest  to 
Oct.  7,  1882,  $184.8'J,  making  a  total  of  $887. 

8d  item.  Assuming  $500  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
of  the  present  synodical  year,  we  recommend  the  following  apportionments : 
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For  Cbntinffent  .flmcC 

PennEjlYmnia  Clasais |50 

Lelwnoa  "      180 

Philadelphia  •<       30 

Lancaster  *'      . 85 

East  Susquehanna  "      50 

West  isusquehanna  "      85 

Goshenhoppen  *'      50 

TohickoB  "      50 

Lehigh  •<      70 

Total $600 

To  meet  the  $1,000  due  the  Board  of  Home  MissionSt  we  apportion  for  Sink- 
mg  Fond  the  $5Ci0  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  together 
with  $500  additional  upon  the  Classes  as  follows : 

For  Sinking  Fund. 

East  PennsyWania  Classis $100 

Lebanon  "  240 

PhUadclphia  " 70 

Lancaster  "  80 

East  Susquehanna  "  100 

West  Susquehanna       <*  80 

Goshenhoppen  '*  100 

Tohickon  "  100 

Lehigh  "  140 


Total $1,010 

4th  item.  Wkerttu  the  arrearages  on  Contingent  Fund  amount  to  $1,144.83, 
therefore — 

ff.  Re»olrtd,  That  we  enjoin  upon  the  delinquent  Classes  to  make  prompt 
^yment  of  the  same. 

Whneajt  the  $l,0(H)  apportioned  upon  the  Classes  for  the  Sinking  Fund  will 
liquid.ate  the  debt  (on  account  of  which  this  fund  was  created),  provided  the 
amounts  unpaid  on  said  fund  are  paid  up,  therefore — 

b.  ReMolced,  That  we  earnestly  and  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Gasses 
take  puch  measures  as  will  meet  both  the  amounts  unpaid  and  the  apportion- 
ment  now  made. 

5th  item.  Your  Committee  has  been  unable  to  obtain  any  definite  informa- 
tion with  reference  to  the  item  referred  from  the  Minutes  of  Philadelphia 
Claws.  Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Sechlkb,  ' 
D.  B.  Albright, 
J.  E.  IIeisteb, 
James  T.  Rkbbb, 
J.  G.  Brown. 

An  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Board 
of  Trnstees  of  Synod.  The  Pregideut  appointed  Elders  T.  T.  Mil- 
ler and  S.  Boltz  tellers,  who  received  the  votes,  counted  them,  and 
reported  the  election  to  have  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Bev.  J.  E. 
Heister,  D.D.,  of  Annviile,  Pa. 

Bev  Thomas  N.  Reber  and  Elder  D.  S.  Raber  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  an  asses:»meut  of  twenty-five  cents  from  each 
member  of  Synod  to  defray  the  immediate  contingent  expenses  of 


Committee, 
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Synod.     This  committee  submitted  the  following  report,  whicli 
was  received  and  adopted : 

Tour  committee  appointed  to  collect  an  assessment  of  twenty-fire  cents  from 
each  member  of  Synod  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  meeting,  beg 
leave  to  report — 

That  the  work  of  the  Committee  has  been  attended  to ;  that  erery  member 
now  on  the  roll  has  paid  the  same,  and  that  f  16  has  been  realized,  which  has 
been  passed  over  into  the  hands  of  the  Pastor  Loci. 

Respectfully  submitted,  T.  N.  Rsbbr. 


8TNODICAL  APPORTIONMENTS. 

The  Committee  appointed  a  year  ago  to  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  Synodical  Apportionments  for  Missions  and  other 
purposes,  presented  its  report  The  report  was  taken  up  item  bj 
Item,  amended  and  adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  in  session  at  Belle- 

fonte,  Centre  Co.,  Pa. 

Dtar  Brethren :  The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  Synod 
on  Synodical  Assessments  offer  the  following  report : 

One  of  the  most  difficult  practical  questions  with  which  Synod  is  confronted 
from  year  to  year  is  that  of  assessments.  The  members  of  Synod  always  differ 
in  reference  to  the  principle  or  basis  upon  which  the  assessments  ought  to  be 
made.  This  is  mainly  owing  to  the  many  modifying  circumstances  which  can- 
not help  but  exist  within  the  boundaries  of  an  organization  covering  as  large  a 
territory  as  the  Synod  of  the  United  States.  Some  of  the  congregations  are 
located  in  cities,  some  in  towns,  and  some  in  the  country.  Some  are  wealthy ; 
others  are  poor.  In  some  the  spirit  of  beneficence  has  been  cultivated;  in 
others  not,  or  only  to  a  very  limited  extent. 

These  circumstances,  in  addition  to  the  fietct  that  some  congregations  do  not 
send  their  benevolent  contributions  to  the  Synod's  Boards,  but  forward  their 
moneys  directly  to  the  congregations  and  beneficiary  students  whom  they  de- 
sire to  assist,  make  the  subject  unusually  perplexing,  and  no  basis  can  be  agreed 
upon  which  will  be  equally  well  adapted  to  all  the  Classes  and  congregations. 

The  one  which  the  Committee  are  about  to  recommend  they  believe  to  be  the 
most  equitable,  and  in  all  respects  best  calculated  to  reach  the  desired  result, 
provided  that  it  be  heartily  endorsed  by  the  pastor  and  elders,  and  the  proper 
effort  be  made  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

1.  Eetolvedt  That  all  apportionments  made  by  Synod  are  an  expression  of 
the  needs  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  gifts  of  the  people  are  voluntary  offerings 
to  Christ. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  moneys  that  Synod  may  at  any  time  wish  to  raise  be 
apportioned  among  the  Classes  on  the  basis  of  communicant  membership. 

8.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  desire  of  Synod  that  all  contributions  for  benevo- 
lent purposes  be  reported  by  Classes  to  Synod,  in  order  that  the  oongregationa 
making  them  may  receive  proper  credit  on  the  Minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted,  C.  S.  Obrhard,     I.  K.  Loos. 

H.  MOSSER,  J.  KSHM. 

To  the  request  of  the  Classis  of  Lehigh  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  following  answer  is  given: 

Resolvedy  That  according  t«  the  report  on  Synodical  Apportionment  just 
adopted,  the  deduction  asked  for  shall  be  made.  Lehigh  Classis  is  referred  to 
the  aforesaid  report 
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After  the  adoption  of  the  Report  on  ABBeasmentSy  several  resolu- 
tions touching  this  subject  claimed  the  attention  of  Sjnod.  These 
were  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester^ 
DD.,  N.  8.  Strassburger,  J.  H.  Sechler,  E  J.  Zahm  and  D.  B. 
Maager.  The  report  was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  and 
adopted.    The  report  reads  as  follows : 

Tour  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  general  Buljeot 
of  Apportionments,  recommend  the  following  action : 

1.  Euohed,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  tlut  S/nod  that  apportionments  for 
the  Tftrious  beneTolent  ol^ects  of  the  Church  should  be  based  on  the  number  of 
oommameantHnembers  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  sereral  Classes,  in  making 
apportionments,  are  hereby  directed  to  make  them  on  this  basis,  with  suok 
Dodifiestions,  as  for  instance  pecuniary  and  moral  ability,  and  as  other  oircum* 
fltiiioes  may  seem  to  require,  of  which  the  Classes  are  the  best  judges. 

2.  Thst  it  ii  the  sense  of  Synod  that  any  and  all  moneys  given  for  bencToleni 
purposes  by  the  congregations  or  charges  within  its  bounds,  should  be  reported 
bj  such  congregations  or  charges  to  the  Classis  with  which  they  stand  con- 
nected, to  the  end  that  the  Church  may  know  the  sum  total  given  for  this 
porpose. 

3.  That  each  particular  charge  or  congregation  shall  be  free  to  determine  to 
whit  particular  object  or  objects  within  the  bounds  of  our  branch  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  its  benevolent  contributions  shall  be  appropriated ;  but  to  pre- 
Krre  better  order  in  these  operations,  all  contributions  for  the  various  benevo- 
leot  purposes  represented  by  organised  Boards,  elected  by  Synod,  shall  pass 
through  their  hands  in  some  form,  either  in  the  form  of  receipt  or  cash,  whether 
deogoed  for  the  support  of  the  objects  or  persons  under  their  care  or  not. 

4.  That  the  apportionments  contemplated  by  thel  first  recommendation  of 
tbu  report  are  in  no  sense  to  be  considered  as  compulsory,  but  are  simply  ad- 
nsory  ss  to  the  minimum  amount  needed  to  carry  forward  the  objects  named 
jo  these  sppordonments,  and  that  therefore  no  Classis,  congregation  or  charge 
is  to  be  eoosidered  or  held  as  a  debtor  or  delinquent  should  it  fail  to  raise  the 
UDoont  of  its  apportionment. 

t>.  That  in  departing  from  the  custom  of  assessments,  as  it  heretofore  pre- 
viilel.  Synod  calls  the  attention  of  all  the  Classes,  and  through  them,  of  all 
p«!<tors,  to  the  great  importance  of  so  guiding  and  directing  the  work  of  bene- 
Toieaee  ss  to  draw  forth  the  fhll  resources  of  the  Church,  so  that  the  great 
work  of  missions  and  other  worthy  objects  may  not  languish  or  suffer  for  want 
rf  proper  support. 

6.  We  also  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  oommittee  to  consider  and,  if 
possible,  devise  some  plan  for  the  union  of  all  our  misnonary  work  under  one 
^cad,  said  committee  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

J.  £.  HiEBTER,  '     £dW.  J.  ZaHH, 

N.  8.  Strabsbuhoeb,    D.  B.  Mauoeb. 
JoHX  U.  Sschleb, 


ARTICLE  XVL 

APPEALS-  AKD  BEFEREKCEB. 


Tbe  judgment  of  the  Committee  on  MinateH  of  Classis  in  regard 
to  the  items  contained  in  their  report  under  the  head  of  Irregularis 
ties  was  affirmed. 

The  fir?t  and  second  items,  under  the  subject  of  Appeals,  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes^  were  referred 
4 
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to  a  special  committee,  consistitig  of  Bey.  Wm.  H.  Oroh,  J.  E. 
Hiester  and  A.  B.  Gressman,  who  submitted  the  following  report, 
wbichjwas  adopted.    The  report  reads  as  follows  : 

Your  oommittee  appointed  to  inyeitiffate  the  appeals  of  Bers.  A.  F.  Ziegler 
and  P.  P.  A.  Hoffman,  would  reRpectfull/  report :  That  there  la  no  eyidenoe 
at  hand  that  these  brethren  have  taken  ail  the  constitutional  nteps  neoessary 
to  prosecute  their  several  cases  before  the  6  jnod.  Hence  their  appeals  are 
not  in  order.  BespectfuHy  submitted. 

Wv.  H.  Gboh,  Chamnan. 

In  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  at- 
tention of  Synod  was  called  to  the  error  in  the  statistical  table  of 
crediting  the  Jordan  charge  in  the  classis  of  Lehigh  last  year  with 
only  $49  for  benevolence  instead  of  $419,  as  it  should  be. 

The  stated  clerk  was  ordered  to  make  the  correction  by  append- 
ing a  foot  note  to  the  statistical  table  of  the  Classis  of  Lehigh  for 

theJpresent  year.  

ABTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  action  of  Synod. 


ABTICLE  XVIIL 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Synod  on  Re- 
ligious Services,  made  provision  for  the  discussion  of  Sunday-school 
Topics  on  Friday  evening  during  the  sessions  of  Synod.  The  sub- 
jects discussed  were :  How  to  Teach ;  Alms-giving,  and  The  Benefit 
to  be  Derived  from  Lesson  Beviews.  As  no  necessity  seems  to  ex- 
ist for  a  Sunday-school  Board,  and  no  reports  have  been  received 
from  those  elected  to  that  position,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Sunday- 
school  Board  be  dissolved.      

ABTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  Annual  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

REPORT  OF  THB  BOARD. 

To  the  SynodB  of  the  United  States,  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  The  Board  of 
Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  respectmlly  submits  the 
foUowing  report: — 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  held  three  regular  meetings.  At  the  first 
meeting  George  Ctelbach  was  elected  PretiderU,  and  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Secretary 
and  Treaeurer  for  the  ensuing  year;  the  latter  was  also  elected  Superiniendeni  of 
the  Board.  It  is  perhaps  neraless  to  say  that  at  all  these,  due  attention  was  given 
to  the  interests  committed  to  its  charge. 

It  gives  the  Board  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been 
one  of  decided  improvement  and  great  encouragement  in  its  affairs  and  operm> 
tions.  In  the  two  Departments— Periodical  and  Book— there  has  been  am 
advance  in  the  receipts  over  those  of  last  year. 

From  the  Annual  Statement  of  the  Superintendent  submitted  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  the  following  summary  is  gathered,  indicating  the  fi»*"«^Tt\ 
eondition  of  the  Establishment : — 
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B«eeiptB  of  the  year $43,447  J>7 

Diabanementa 42,953.78 


of  Beceipta 493.79 

Liabilities,  July  31, 1881 34,434.48 

Loabilities,  July  31,  1882 30,827.32 

Decrease  of  Liabilities 3,607.16 

Geaeral  Aneta,  July  31, 1881 42,949.47 

General  Assets,  July  31,  1882 42,879.60 

Decrease  of  Assets. 69.97 

General  Assets....' 42,879.50 

Add  Beal  Estate 35,000.00 

Total  Assets 77,879.50 

General  LiabUities. 30,827U{2 

Add  Mortgage  ..••••.M....««M...... ....•••••  20,000.00 

160,827.32 


ExeeM  of  Assets •  ••—.-..«        $27,052.18 

As  to  the  Periodicals^  it  is  alao  gathered  firom  this  Statement  that  there  la 
taken  as  a  whol^  a  considerable  increase  in  their  number  durine  tne  year.  Some 
hare  snfTered  a  falling  off,  whilst  others  have  made  a  decided  advance.  This  wil 
be  noticed  as  they  are  taken  np  in  their  order.  "  The  Meuenger  **  has  had  the 
addition  of  232  subscribers  over  the  discontinuances  that  usually  occur — the 
vhole  namber  of  subscribers  being,  at  this  time,  a  fraction  less  than  6500,  which 
is  more  than  double  the  number  it  nad  when  the  Publication  Office  was  removed 
from  Chambenburg  to  Philadelphia  in  1864.  The  oontinned  increase  of  sub- 
scribers is  greatly  owing  to  the  active  operations  of  our  General  Agent,  H.  K. 
IKnkley,  in  the  d liferent  charges,  he,  with  the  eo-operation  of  the  Butors,  has 
been  able  to  canvass. 

In  the  framber  of  subscribers  of  *'  The  Guardian**  there  has  been  a  sliffht  de> 
cteaae  of  129.  This  has  been  main!  v  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  Board  issuing  during 
tbe  year  "  The  Scholars^  Quarterly  "  which  some  teachers  or  schools  have  taken 
in  prefereoee  to  it  as  a  help  in  giving  instruction  in  the  Sunday  School. 

It  was  indeed  expected  that  it  would  suffer  a  neater  reduction 'in  number,  for 
Ibe  reason  given,  Uian  it  has.  It  gives  the  Boara  pleasure  to  say,  that,  as  a  m«ga* 
sine,  it  is  growing  in  &vor  among  the  young  of  the  churchy  and  holding  its  former 
positioo  among  tne  Teachers  as  a  valuable  help  to  them  m  their  Sunday  School 


There  has  also  been  a  decrease  of  subscribers  for  "  The  Reformed  Quarterly 
Seeiew'*  to  the  number  of  25.  We  should  be  enabled  to  report  to  the  contrary 
IB  ngBird  to  this  Periodical.  We  note  also  a  small  decrease  in  the  number  of 
■ibaeribers  for  "  The  ChUd'e  TVeosury''— Monthly  and  Semi-Monthlv— 115  in 
the  one  and  431  in  the  other.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  the  fact  that  in  the 
endeavor  to  strike  a  higher  plane — namely,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  youih  in  our 
flsttday  Schools — there  has  been  a  neceaiiary  turning  fW)m  it  on  the  part  of  the 
jmncer  childira,  to  *'  Sunehine^**  it  seeming  to  meet  their  wants  the  better.  This 
act,  however,  doea  not  detract  from  the  character  of  the  paper  in  the  least,  but 
ii  the  natoral  consequence  of  that  which  has  been  stated.  Tne  paper  has  evidently 
been  erlited  with  marked  ability  and  to  the  general  satisfhetion  of  its  readers. 

**Sitmakime"  has  increased  tne  greatest  in  number— 1337,  and  is,  we  are  glad 
tD  say,  growing  in  Ikvor  and  interest. 

Tlie  decided  increase  in  our  Sunday  School  Helps  as  a  whole,  outside  of  **  T'Aa 
Gmarddan,"  shows  conclurively  the  wisdom  of  the  Synods  in  committing  the 
pRparation  of  the  Lessons  and  Comments  to  the  management  of  the  Board. 
The  arnmgement  thns  Ikr,  has  proven  satisfiutory  and  they,  as  well  as  the  form  in 
vUeh  they  have  been  iaaned,  have  met  with  general  aooeptanee.    Up  to  the  end  of 
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the  present  fiscal  Tear^-ranning  bat  three-quaiten  of  the  year — ^the  number  of  sab- 
scribers  for  "  The  Sdiolar^B  Quarterly"  hiu  been  9800,  and  for  the  ''JPrimary 
Letaon  Paper**  5952.  which  is  certainly  up  to  the  expectations  of  the  most  san- 
guine as  to  the  circulation  they  would  have  the  first  year  of  their  issue.  Their 
present  circulation  is  sufficient  to  insure  their  having,  in  due  course  of  time,  a 
wider  and  greater  one  and  ably  filling  a  lone  felt  want  in  the  Sunday  School 
i»t)rk  of  the  church.  This  success  of  the  new  Periodicals,  has  necessarily  caused 
h  decre&se  of  4168  in  the  number  of  the  former  "  Lestan  JPaper"  now  known  as 
me  "  Advanced"  but  this  is  greatly  overbalanced  by  the  increase  of  all  over  what 
was  the  number  issued  last  ^ear,  which  increase  is  il,o<>9. 

In  the  Book  Department  it  gives  the  Board  great  pleasure  to  note,  as  last  jear, 
a  marked  improvement.  The  Church  is  more  and  more  coming  to  the  pomt  of 
giving  its  patronage  to  its  own  Book  Store.  The  receipts  in  this  Department  have 
been  over  $2000  more  than  last  year.  This  has  been  owine  to  an  increase  of  trade 
and  a  more  thorough  collection  of  accounts,  it  is  still  oelieved  by  the  Board 
that  the  Church  wul,  in  time,  see  its  obligation  in  giving  its  undivided  support 
to  this  particular  branch  of  the  Board's  operations  and  find  it  to  its  interest  to 
do  so. 

The  number  of  books  printed  for  this  Department  during  the  year  has  been. 
26,250.  including  over  14,000  Church  Almanacs. 

Wisning  to  bring  the  business  of  the  Book  Department  especially,  as  near  as 
possible  to  a  cash  basis,  with  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  (Aug.  1st,  1882), 
u  is  proposed  to  allow  a  discount  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  bills — if  paia  within  30  days 
of  date  of  same.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  will  have  the  desii^  efiect  and  prove 
^  be  beneficial  to  both  the  buyer  and  the  seller. 

The  Committee,  as  in  other  years,  to  whom  belongs  the  duty  of  examining  the 
stock  in  the  store  and  investigating  the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  was 
duly  appointed,  and  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  8th,  1882. 

Brethren  of  the  Board  of  Publieaiion  : — Your  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  stock  and  accounts  of  the  Publishing  House  beg  leave  to  report: — 

That  we  carefully  went  over  the  stock  and  found  it  in  a  good  condition.  We 
found  it  necebsary  to  make  but  few  deductions,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Com* 
mittee  that  it  is  worth  its  present  estimated  value.  We  find  the  stock  in  the 
store  so  arranged  that  it  is  easy  to  see  the  amount  of  each  class  of  goods.  The 
store  books  we  find  in  a  good  business  condition.  The  new  accounta  are  not 
large  and  but  little  loss  need  be  sustained.  The  old  accounts  are  in  Uie  hands  of 
the  collector,  and  a  fair  percentage  is  being  collected.  You  will  find  statements  of 
stock  in  store  and  also  of  book  accounts  accompanying  this  report. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

A.  B.  WlNGEBI>, 

B.  Wolff,  Jb. 

The  Board  has  made  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  the  Estate  of  the 
late  TreaHurer  against  it,  in  the  matter  of  advances  made  by  him,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  his  wishes  as  expressed  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  which  were 
reported  to  the  Synod  last  year. 

During  the  year  the  Board  has  matured  the  plan  of  Life-Membership  subscrip- 
tions of  1^100.00  each  for  "  The  MesMenger."  This  Plan  had  its  origin  in  a  sag" 
ffestion  to  that  effect,  made  by  an  Elder  on  the  fioor  of  Synod  at  Danville,  Pa« 


By  resolution  of  the  Board,  the  amounts  received  from  this  source  are  to  be  a p* 
plied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt  of  the  Board.  An  effort  has  been  made  to 
secure  an  efficient  agent  to  canvass  tlie  church  for  the  purpose  of  securing  at  least 
One  Hundred  such  subscriptions.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  m  this,  the  Board  may 
be  successful,  and  that  the  Plan  itKlf  may  be  put  into  full  operation.    It  certainly 
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■Md  eonuiKiid  itself  to  tlioie  who  are  poneased  with  the  meuis  that  would 

eubie  them  to  eome  thus  to  the  help  of  the  Board  in  ita  endeavora  to  riae  Abovo 
hs  Tdght  of  debt,  and  thna  help  it  to  reach  that  day,  when  it  will  be  able  t9, 

^erote,  vhat  it  now  paya  out  of  its  income  for  interest,  to  enlarging  its  operationa 

in  the  m  of  pablishing  books  and  the  like. 

At  the  Ua  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  Superintendent  was  instructed  to  iaane 
the  Music  or  Tuoea  for  the  "  Hymns  for  the  Reformed  Church  "  as  prepared  by 
tb«  Committee  of  the  Synods,  in  a  separate  book ;  also  a  pocket,  or  a  32mo. 
niitioo  of  the  Hymns  alone,  with  and  without  the  Forms  of  the  Order  of  Worship. 
He  Tu  sIm)  instmcted  to  re-stereotype,  with  some  improvements  in  a  mechanic^ 
vaj,  the  Heidelbeiv  Catechism.  It  is  proposed  to  issue  these  as  soon  aa  possible; 
me  tad  perhaps  auof  them,  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Tht  Board  has  always  felt  the  great  necessity  of  the  Church  keeping  before  it 
^atinuslly  the  wants  of  its  Publication  interests,  and  giving  its  members  an 
oppoitooitr  of  contributing  towards  them.  This  can  be  done  oy  lifting  at  leaai 
oae  oollection  in  each  congregation  during  the  year.  In  years  gone  by,  the 
Sjoodft  hare  passed  resolutions  to  this  effect,  but  nothing  has  resulted  therefrom. 
Aj  there  now  seems  to  be  a  greatly  revived  interest  in  this  part  of  ofauroh  activity, 
the  Board  at  its  last  meeting  passed  the  following  resolution : — 

"Eetohtd.^—ThAt  we  hereby  renewedly  overture  the  Synods  represented  in  this 
Board,  to  see  that  at  least  one  collection  a  year  be  lifted  in  each  congnwation 
bdoneing  to  the  Synods  and  paid  to  our  Treasurer,  Bev.  Chas.  Q.  Fisher,  tor  the 
IK  of  the  Publication  Board.^' 

Shoald  the  Synods  take  &vorable  action  upon  this  matter,  it  is  proposed  to 
pBmie  s  plan  by  which  the  pastors  and  congregations  shall  be  kept  In  mind  of 
the  vish  of  the  Synod  to  which  they  belong,  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

In  February  last,  a  change  was  made  in  the  Business  Asent  in  charge  of  the 
Book  Department,  bv  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Taylor  who  had  been  in 
the  Krvice  of  the  Board  for  several  years.  Mr.  Louis  Boettger,  lately  in  the 
employ  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  Philadelphia^  and  a  member  of  the  Re- 
fcrmea  Church,  was  api>ointed  to  that  position.  It  is  to  be  hoped  his  long 
experience  may  enable  him  to  bring  his  particular  Department  up  to  what  it 
mid  be~a  Church  Book  Store--as  well  as  a  source  of  much  revenue  to  the 
Bottd. 

At  the  request  of  the  present  Editor  of  the  "  Reformed  Quarterly  Review,"  th^ 
Board  ^pointed  Bev.  J,  M.  Titzel,  I>-D.,  as  Co- Editor  of  the  same — the  appoint- 
Blent  to  go  into  effeet  at  the  beginnmg  of  the  next  year — the  addition  of  another 
£<litor  not  involving  an  increase  of  expense  in  the  way  of  salary.  Important 
iaprorements  are  contemplated  in  the  conduct  of  this  time-honored  Quarterly 
vith  the  opening  of  the  new  volume. 

The  terms  of  the  following  Trustees  of  the  Board  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
PRsent  year: — George  Gelbach,  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and  Adam 
B.  Wingerd  from  tlie  Svnod  of  the  Potomac.  It  will  devolve,  therefore,  upon 
&€«  two  Synods,  at  their  next  annual  Sessions,  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  will  tnus 
OKar  in  the  Board. 

The  Board  has  great  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  present  prosperous  condition 
^  the  important  interests  committed  to  its  care,  and  is  greatlv  encou rapped  to 
|D  forward;  all  it  asks  is  the  hearty  and  united  co-operation  ana  substantial  aid 
Qd  support  of  the  Church — ^which  it  has  every  reason  to  expect — and  there  is 
^  SHuranoe  that  greater  results  and  a  far  brighter  day  for  the  Beformbb 
Chubch  Pubucation  Boa&o  may  be  reached  in  the  near  future. 

Chab.  G.  Fishbb,  Seoreiarp.  Geo.  Gelbach,  FreeiderU, 

Sept  l&,  1882. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  Super- 
intend the  Publication  of  the  "  Hausfreund,"  and  referred  to  the 

Goiiunittee  on  Publication; 

Nazaebtb,  Pa.,  Oct.  9,  1882. 

To  the  Rev.  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  submit  to  your  Rev.  Body  the  following  report 
•&  the  **  Eeformirte  Hausf^eund  "  : 
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The  oireulAtion  of  the  <*Ref(t>nnirte  HeuBfreond"  is  atpruerU  2,800  eopin^ 
which  is  a  considereble  increase  over  the  ciroulation  of  last  year.  The  pros- 
pects for  the  paper  are  better  now  than  for  some  years. 

It  is  still  ediUd  by  Ber.  B.  Bausman,  and  published  at  Beading,  Pa. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  $100.00  was  giren  to  Church  Extension  from  the 
income  of  this  paper. 

BespectfuUy  submitted, 

B.  W.  Beinvcks, 

of  Claeaical  Committee  on  the**  Reformed  Mam^emuL*' 


The  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  foregoing  reports 
were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  received, 
taken  up  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted. 

The  report  reads  as  follows  : 

Dear  Fathere  and  Brethren, 

The  Committee  on  Publication  respectfully  report,  That  they  hare  examined 
the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  a  statement  of  its  receipts  and 
disbursements  during  the  year  ending  Aug.  1st,  1882,  and  of  its  liabilities  and 
assets  to  the  same  date ;  and  also  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  "  Beformirte 
Hausfreund." 

It  affords  your  Committee  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  year  just  closed 
•hows  decided  improrements  in  the  affurs  and  operations  of  the  Board.  Espe- 
cially gratifying  is  the  fact  that  the  total  liabilities  have  been  decreased  about 
$8,600  during  the  last  year. 

The  subscriptions  to  the  '* Messenger"  have  been  considerably  increased; 
while  the  unexpectedly  large  circulation  of  the  "  Scholar's  Quarterly,"  and  the 
great  increase  in  the  circulation  of  the  *'  Sunshine,"  at  once  easily  account,  and 
much  more  than  compensate  for,  the  slight  falling  off  in  the  circulation  of  the 
••Guardian,"  the  "  Lesson  Sheets,"  andthe  ••  Child's  Treasury." 

Taken  as  a  whole,  there  has  been  an  encouraging  increase  in  the  circulatioa 
of  our  publications  for  the  last  year. 

The  •*' Beformirte  HausfVeund  "  is  still  edited  by  the  Bey.  B.  Bausman,  D.D., 
and  reports  a  considerable  increase  in  its  circulation  over  last  year,  numbering 
2,600  subscribers.  During  the  last  year  the  sum  of  100  dollars  was  giren  to 
CSiurch  Extension  f^om  the  income  of  this  excellent  paper. 

Tour  Committee  regards  the  present  outlook  of  our  publication  interests  more 
hopefiil  for  the  future  than  at  any  time  since  the  removal  to  the  City  of  Philar 
delphia,  and  take  pleasure  in  recommending  the  following  resolutions  for  adop- 
tion: 

1.  Beeohed,  That  we  again  commend  to  the  pastors  and  congregations  within 
onr  bounds,  through  the  Classes,  all  the  periodicals  published  under  the  dir«o- 
tion  of  the  Beard  of  Publication. 

2.  JUeoloed,  That  the  ••Scholar's  Quarterly"  and  *•  Primary  Lesson  Papers*' 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  Church,  and  have  proTcn  themselves  valuable 
helps  in  our  Sunday  School  work,  and  that  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod  be 
and  are  hereby  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Sunday  Schools  to  the 
tame,  and  urge  them  to  adopt  them  wherever  it  is  practicable. 

8.  Beeolved,  That  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod  are  hereby  earnestly  re- 
quested  to  recommend  to  the  Sunday  Schools  within  their  bounds  to  give  the 
Board  their  patronage  and  individual  support  in  this  branch  of  their  opera- 
tions. 

4.  B'etolped,  That  this  Synod  approves  of  the  appointment  of  Ber.  J.  M, 
TiUel,  B.D.,  as  Co-Editor  of  the  '•Beformed  Church  Quarterly." 
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n«  term  of  offiee  of  Elder  Geo.  Gellmeh  in  the  Pabliomtion  Boerd  haviat 
upned,  jovr  Committee  would  rwpectfullj  recommend  his  re-election. 

Bespeetftilly  submitted, 

A.  B.  KoPLiw,  Ckainmtm. 
E.  y.  Gebhart. 
Joshua  H.  Dsuu 
J.  O.  Bnowii. 
D.  S.  Rabuu 

The  term  of  George  Gelbach  on  the  Board  of  Publication  being 
ended,  he  was  unanimously  re-elected  to  this  position. 

The  item  in  the  Report  on  Overtures  in  regard  to  the  position  of 
a  Synodical  Editor  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Bern  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  J.  H.  Dubbe,  Jas.  I.  Good,  and  Elders 
Jas.  T.  Beber  and  J.  (7.  Brown. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tour  Committee,  to  whom  was  submitted  an  orerture  requesting  this  Synod 
to  define  the  relation  of  its  Sjnodical  Editor  to  the  **  Messenger"  and  the  Editor- 
ia-Chicf,  beg  leave  to  offer  Uie  following : 

Aeeording  to  the  arrangement  entered  into  by  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  the  ^ttsburg^  Synod,  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  the  Editor-in-Chief 
of  the  "  Messenger  "  was  elected  by  all  three  to  take  charge  of  the  paper,  con- 
trol aU  the  matter  in  its  columns,  and  be  responsible  for  all  of  its  utterances. 
He  Is  the  officer  of  all  the  Synods,  and  must  have  reference  to  the  interests  of 


The  Synodical  Editors  are  chosen  to  co-operate  with  him,  and  assist  him  in 
his  work  of  promoting  the  upholding  of  the  Church  through  the  "  Messenger." 
Ilkeir  contributions  have  a  place  of  honor  on  the  editorial  page,  and  any  work 
they  may  do  for  any  department  of  the  paper  is  recogniied  as  work  done  offi- 
cially. This  arrangement  goes  upon  the  presumption  that  there  will  be  no 
irfaitraiy  exercise  of  authority  upon  the  part  of  any  one,  and  upon  this  point 
Aere  has  never  been  any  complaint,  nor  is  it  likely  that  any  will  arise.  The 
question  which  your  Committee  is  asked  to  answer  is  not  grounded  upon  any 
SricTaoce,  but  is  simpiy  for  Information. 

RespectftiUy  submitted, 

W.  H.  Sntdeb, 

J.   H.   BUBBS, 

JjLS.  I.  Good, 
Jas.  T.  Rbdbb, 
J.  O.  Bbown, 


Committee. 


Hie  Synodical  Editor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler,  presented  the  follow- 
ing preamble  as  the  ground  for  his  withdrawal  from  the  position  as 
Sfttodical  Editor  : 

If  by  the  action  of  Synod  to-day,  this  body  decides  that  the  articles  of  its 
^nodical  Editor  shall  be  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Editor-in-Chief  of 
the  "  Messenger,"  I  herewith  beg  leave  respectfully  to  resign  the  position  of 
Synodical  Editor. 

Brnod  accepted  of  the  resignation.  Bev.  H.  H.  W.  Hibschman# 
D.  D.y  was  nominated  to  fill  this  position,  and  was  elected  by  acola- 
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Bifttion  Synodieal  Editor  for  two  yean,  being  the  unexpired  term 
of  the  former  Synodieal  Editor. 

The  Stated  Clerk  informed  the  Synod  that  he  had  complied  with 
the  instruction  received  with  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  min- 
utes of  its  Annual  Sessions. 


The  President  of  Synod  appointed  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  T.  O.  Stem,  and  Elder  H.  G.  Hoover, 
to  whom  several  requests  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Min- 
utes of  Classes,  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  published  min* 
utes  of  Synod,  were  referred.  The  C/ommittee  presented  their  report, 
which  was  adopted.    It  reads  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  the  items  relating  to  the  distribution  of  the'  Min- 
utes of  Sjnod  have  been  referred,  respeotftiUj  report,  That  the  Classes  be 
hereby  directed  to  report  in  their  statistical  tables  the  number  of  minutes  they 
desire,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  guided  by  these  figures  in  printing  and 
distribuUng  them. 

J.    H.  FAKKSBBOKB&. 

T.  O.  Stem. 

H.   C.   HOOYBB. 

In  addition  to  this  report,  the  following  action  was  taken : 

Retolvtdy  That  the  Stated  Clerk  is  hereby  directed  to  publish  500  English  and 
100  Qerman  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  in  excess  of  the  minutes  wked  for. 

Sstolvedy  That  the  Stated  Clerk  is  hereby  authorized  to  publish  1,700  copiee 
in  the  English,  and  600  copies  in  the  German  language,  of  the  Minutee  of 
Synod  for  the  present  Synodic  year. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  hereby  requests  the  Reformed  Churoh  Publioatioa 
Board  to  change  the  title  of  the  Sunday  School  paper  called  the  **  Child's  Trea- 
sury, by  dropping  the  word  **  Child's.'' 


ARTICLE  XX. 

OUUBCH  GOYERNMEKT. 

The  Committee  on  the  Minutee  of  Synod  reported  an  item 
requesting  Bynods  and  Claeses  carefully  to  examine  the  reviaed 
Constitution  aa  published  in  the  Minutes  of  (general  Synod,  and  to 
give  an  expression  of  opinion  on  certain  proposed  changes  in  our 
practical  Church  government.  This  whole  subject  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  E  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  N.  8. 
Strassburger,  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  Elders  Charles  Denues  and  Geo. 
Hill,  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

In  the  report  of  the  Cemmittee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  there  was 
a  request  from  Philadelphia  Classis  to  Synod  for  its  judgment  in 
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regard  to  the  relaiioD  of  an  Elder  to  ClaaBis  before  admitted  by 
eredential.  This  subject  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
ooDsistiog  of  Rev.  I  "k.  Loos,  D.  E.  KIopp.  D.  D.,  and  Elder  J. 
Gorgu  The  committee  presented  a  report,  which  was  adopted. 
The  report  reads  as  follows : 

Tour  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  overture  of  the  Philadelphia 
ClasBis  to  Sjnod  for  its  judgment  on  the  question  of  the  relation  of  an  Elder  to 
the  Claaris  liefore  his  credentials  are  presented  and  acted  on  by  the  Classis, 
offen  the  following  report : 

A  Ciasns  when  fully  organized  consists  of  all  the  niiniftters  and  delegated 
elden  of  the  congregations  within  a  certain  district  designated  by  Synod.  The 
eoQgregatioQ  or  congregations  comprising  a  pastoral  charge  are  represented  by 
thdr  minister  and  an  elder  deputed  by  them,  and  furnished  with  proper  cre- 
dentials. A  Classis  consists  of  two  factors, — the  clerical  and  lay,  ministers  and 
elders.  The  clerical  factor  cha^iges  only  by  the  death  or  removal  of  a  minister ; 
the  lay  changes  in  most  cases  annually.  The  minister's  membership  doe8  not 
expire  with  the  classical  year;  that  of  the  elder,  on  the  other  hand,  usually 
doeg. 

Klders  become  members  of  Clarais  only  on  the  reception  and  approval  of 
their  credentials  and  the  consequent  enrollment  of  their  names.  And  it  is  only 
on  the  reception  of  the  credentials  of  a  delegate  that  a  Classis  comes  officially  to 
bow  that  the  elder  is  accredited  to  it. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  your  Committee  would  suggest  the  adoption  of  the 
following: 

1.  An  Elder  delegated  to  Classis  by  a  Consistory  is  not  a  member  of  Classis 
antil  his  credentials  are  received  and  approved. 

2.  Should  he  not  come  to  Classis  and  present  his  credentials,  or  come  late, 
h«  is  amenable  not  to  Classis  but  to  the  Consistory  that  appointed  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  K.  Loos,  C9iairman. 
D.  E.  Klopp. 

J.  GOBOAS. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  third  day  of  tAe  Sessions,  Rev.  J.  H. 
Derr,  M.  A.  Smith,  and  Elder  L.  Kreamer  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, through  whom  all  applications  for  leave  of  absence  shall  be 
preeeDted  to  Synod. 

The  committee  reported  from  time  to  time  the  applications  made 
to  them  for  absence,  when  the  Synod  was  brought  to  a  direct  vote 
on  them  in  each  case. 


The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home,  brought  to  the  attention  of  Synod  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Overtures,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
coDwstiDg  of  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  W.  H.  H. 
&iyder.  Elders  J.  G.  Brown  and  H.  C.  Hoover. 
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8TATEHBNT  OF  BETHAjrT  OBPHAN8*  HOME. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  m  the  DnUed  States. 

Fathbbs  and  Brkthrbit  :  In  behalf  of  tlie  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethanj 
Orphans*  Home  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  the  undersigned  reepeotfUllj  present  to  your 
reverend  body  the  following  statement: 

As  is  known  to  jou  all,  on  November  11th  the  main  building  of  our  Home 
was  destroyed  by  fire.  In  the  kind  proridenoe  of  God  all  the  inmates  were 
saved,  but  the  mo^t  of  the  ftimiture  was  destroyed.  The  whole  amount  of 
insurance  on  the  property  was  $12,400.  Of  this  amount  $2000  was  for  the 
furniture.  The  whole  of  this  insurance  was  promptly  paid.  Feeling  convinced 
that  the  Church  desired  the  erection  of  another  building,  the  Board  at  once 
took  steps  to  have  this  accomplished.  A  large,  commodious  brick  edifioe  is  now 
in  process  of  erection,  which  we  expect  to  dedicate  in  December  nexL  It  will 
be  larger,  and,  for  our  purpose,  better  arranged  than  the  old  one  was.  The 
cost  of  the  building  alone  will  be  $21,000.  The  furniture,  gas  arrangement, 
steam-heating  apparatus,  and  other  needed  improvements  will  increase  the 
expenses  fh>m  $7000  to  $8000.  Of  this  amount  we  still  need  about  $5000. 
We  appeal  te  the  benevolent  people  of  our  Church  to  help  us  dedicate  this 
building  free  fh>m  debt. 

Since  the  destruction  of  the  building,  the  family  of  the  Home  have  found 
shelter  in  the  dwelling  of  the  Superintendent  and  in  other  buildings  on  the 
premises.  Want  of  room  has  prevented  us  from  admitting  orphans  since  then. 
A  small  number  have  left  to  remain.  The  conduct  and  health  of  the  children 
have  been  remarkably  good.  The  officers  and  employees  of  the  Home  have 
borne  the  discomforts  of  our  imperfect  accommodations  with  cheerful  patience. 
Our  farm  has  produced  encouraging  crops.  The  receipts  for  current  expenses 
during  the  year  amounted  to  $rt654.65,  which  amount  was  inadequate  to  meet 
all  the  debts  incurred.  The  fire  entailed  upon  the  Home  unusual  current 
expenses.  Special  arrangements  had  to  be  made,  and  buildings  not  intended 
for  dwellings  had  to  be  made  habitable.  The  bulk  of  the  contributions  have 
naturally  been  designated  for  the  building  fhnd,  so  that  a  deficit  remains  for 
current  expenses.  The  Board  feels  deeply  thankful  to  God  for  the  helpfUl, 
sympathizing  firiends  which  He  has  brought  to  the  support  of  our  chastened 
Home  of  the  fatherless.  To  the  kindly  sympathy  and  prayers  of  these  friends 
we  commit  it  in  the  future. 

B.  Baubhan,  Preeident  Board  Managers, 
D.  B.  Albbioht,  SuperitUendsnL 

The  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  acted 
on  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report  as  adopted  reada  as 
follows : 

BETHAKT  OEPHAK8*  HOMB. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  would  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

From  this  report  we  learn  that,  during  the  past  year,  our  beloved  "  Bethany 
Orphans'  Home*'  was  destroyed  by  fire;  that  by  the  kind  providence  of  the 
Father  of  the  orphan  all  the  inmates  escaped  unhurt;  that  tbe  Board  of 
Managers  immediately  secured  as  comfortable  quarters  for  the  inmates  of  the 
Home  as  possible;  that  they  proceeded  at  once  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  edifice,  and  called  upon  the  Church  to  contribute  fUnds  for 
the  ^ame;  that  the  Church  responded  nobly  to  their  call,  yet,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  complete  and  ftirnish  the  new  building,  at  least  five  thousand  dollars 
more  will  be  required.  For  the  speedy  contribution  of  this  sum,  the  Board 
appeals  to  the  benevolent  people  of  the  Church,  in  order  that  the  new  building 
may  be  dedicated  f^ee  of  debt. 
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We  Umn  ftnther  that,  owing  to  aa  indebtodnMs  of  $3000  on  the  preTioaa 
7«er,  Mid  the  unusual  current  expenses  made  necessary  by  the  fire,  the  contri- 
butioBs  daring  the  past  year  towards  this  olyeot  were  insufficient  to  meet  the 


In  Tiew  of  the  foregoing,  your  Committee  would  respectfully  recommend  this 
fallowing  for  adoption : 

1.  Btaotfed,  That  it  is  with  feelings  of  derout  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  that 
this  Synod  reeords  the  proTidentiid  escape  from  the  iigury  and  death  of  all 
^— f*^  of  the  Home. 

2.  Rt9ol9fdj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Board 
of  Haaagera  for  their  prompt  action  in  providing  temporary  habitations  for  the 
erphana,  and  the  erection  of  the  conunodions  e<tifioe  which  is  now  approaching 
eonpletioB. 

8.  Resoiced^  That  this  Synod  commends  the  prompt  and  liberal  response  of 
ear  people  to  the  call  of  the  Board  for  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  new  build- 
ing, and  that  all  the  pastors  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  be  and  are  hereby 
requested  to  lift  a  colleetion  in  each  of  his  congregations  during  the  month 
of  Korember  next,  and  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  the  **  building 
fund"  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. 

4.  Raolved.  That  all  our  pastors  be  requested  to  keep  the  cause  of  the 
orphans  before  the  attention  of  their  people,  and  ask  their  liberal  contributions 
in  its  behalf. 

RespectfliUy  submitted, 

A.  B.  KopLiM,  duurman, 

D.  £.  SCHOCDLSR. 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdkb, 
J.  O.  Bbown. 
H.  C.  HOOVBB. 


The  Committee  appointed  a  year  ago  to  report  on  the  care  of 
the  indigent  submitted  their  report,  which  was  adopted.  It  is  as 
fidlows: 

REPOBT  OP  THE  COMBflTTEE  ON  THE  "  CARE  OF  THE 

INDIOEHT." 
T»  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  United  Statet: 

In  the  printed  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  held  in  Danrille, 
Pa.,  in  last  October,  we  find  (on  page  69)  the  following  record: 

^*Beeohed,  That  a  committee  of  five,  three  ministers  and  two  elddri,  be 
sppointed,  who  shall  take  into  consideration  the  adyisability  on  the  part  of 
the  Charcb  of  taking  some  nteps  for  the  purpose  of  caring  for  indigent  persons 
of  oar  communion,  and  that  the  committee  suggest  some  plan  looking  to  this 
end,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting." 

Tour  committee,  appointed  under  this  action,  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
resolniion  calls  for  a  report  upon  the  adyisability  of  making  some  provision 
fi>r  indigent  persons  in  our  communion  who  may  be  advanced  in  ytare.  This 
ianpression  comes  f^m  recollections  of  the  debate  had  upon  the  subject  at  the 
time  the  action  was  taken,  rather  than  from  any  direct  statement  in  the  minutes. 
Tke  report  on  the  Orphans*  Home  was  under  discussion,  and  in  that  connection 
the  mind  of  the  Synod  went  out  in  inquiry  as  to  the  Churches  duty  to  those 
who  mi^t  be  laboring  under  the  weight  of  years  and  yet  be  without  adequate 
sapport.  And  surely  this  class  of  persons  should  hare  not  only  sy  mpathy  but 
help.  Ministers  of  the  Word,  their  witss  and  others,  who  have  spent  their 
lives  in  the  senrioe  of  Christ,  may  be  left  homeless  and  penniless  in  the  OTening 
ef  their  days,  and  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  to  throw  them  upon 
the  charities  of  the  world. 
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Therefore  your  committee  would  make  the  following  suggestiona : 

(1)  That  while  euch  persons  have  proper  claims  upon  the  members  of  the 
Church  in  general,  and  should  be  supported  hy  contributions  from  them,  jet 
under  present  circumstances  we  recommend  that  the  attention  of  persons  of 
means  in  our  Church  be  directed  to  this  interest,  in  the  hope  that  bj  the 
blessing  of  God  their  Christian  sympathies  may  lead  them  in  the  disposition  of 
their  property  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  ffotnefor  Agtd  Indigent  Peraoru  belonging 
to  our  communion. 

(2)  In  case  any  one  gilt  or  bequest  should  not  be  sufiScient  to  buy  a  property 
or  endow  said  Home,  other  gifts  and  legacies  may  be  put  with  it  in  a  general 
fhnd,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  be  appointed  to  receive  such 
ftind  and  invest  it  until  it  shall  have  reached  an  amount  sufficient  for  the 
purpose. 

(8)  That  when  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  shall  have  been  raised,  a  smtahle 
property,  containing  not  less  than  ten  aeres,  eligibly  located,  with  buildings, 
either  already  erected  or  to  be  erected,  be  purchased. 

(4)  We  suggest  that  in  the  meantime  the  attention  of  Consistories  and  Classes 
be  called  to  this  general  subject,  urging  them  that  if  aged  indigent  persons 
within  their  bounds  can  be  cared  for  among  their  friends,  or  by  private  arrange- 
ment, it  is  a  duty  to  see  that  such  arrangements  are  effected.  It  cannot 
be  expected  that  all  such  persons  can  be  crowded  into  institutions,  and  often 
private  care  is,  for  many  reasons,  much  better;  especially  as  upon  proper 
recommendation  a  part  of  any  public  fUnd  may  be  devoted  to  those  who  may 
not  be  inmates  of  the  Home. 

(5)  We  would  like  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  great  care  should  be  ezereised 
in  any  institution  that  may  be  established  to  guard  against  anything  that  will 
pauperize  the  indigent.  And  therefore  your  committee  recommends  that  pro- 
vision  be  made  for  the  suitable  employment  of  inmates  of  the  proposed  Home. 

In  carrying  out  this  plan  all  Uie  details,  many  of  which  cannot  be  anticipated, 
must  necessarily  be  left  to  a  properly  consdtated  management  created  for  the 
purpose. 

Bespectftilly  submitted  by 

P.  8.  Payis,  Chainnan, 
D.  £.  Klopp, 
Isaac  K.  Loos, 

JXO.  J.  NiSSLETp 

Jamis  T.  Rbbsr. 

In  connection  with  the  adoption  of  this  report  the  following 
action  was  taken : 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  the  advisability  of  taking  measures  for  the 
oare  of  aged  indigent  persons  in  our  communion  be  constituted  a  permanent 
committee  in  this  matter,  and  report  from  time  to  time  at  the  annual  sessions 
of  this  body. 


On  motion,  the  subject  of  Temperance  was  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  to  suggest  such  action  to  the  Synod  as  it  may  deem 

S roper  for  adoption.     The  Committee  consisted  of  Kev.  W.  H,  H. 
Djder,  D.  B  Albright,  A.  6.  Koplin,  Elders  Jas.  T.  Beber  and 
J.  J.  NisBlej,     The  following  report  was  adopted : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  on  the  subject  of  Intemper- 
ance beg  leave  to  report  the  following  for  action: 

'    Whebkas,  The  almost  incredible  amount  of  5600,000.000  is  annually  expended 
in  the  United  States  for  intoxicating  liquors ;  and 
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WmcEKAs,  One-half  the  taxes  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  is 
directly  chargeable  to  the  use  or  abuse  of  alcoholic  beverages ;  and 

WiuKKASy  The  most  appalling  amount  of  crime,  suffering,  and  disgrace  is 
CMiscd  bjT  the  liquor  traffic ;  and 

Whkkkas,  The  efforts  hitherto  made  have  failed  to  fkimish  an  adequate 
remedy;  therefore 

Retoimfd^  That  this  Synod  fhTors  the  total  prohibition  of  the  manufikcture  and 
nle  of  intoxicating  drink  as  a  bcTerage  by  constitutional  amendment. 

Respectfkilly  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdbb, 
B.  B.  Albright, 
A.  R.  KoPLiN, 
Jamxs  T.  Rkber. 

The  following  additional  action  was  taken  on  the  Temperance 
qoestion : 

Befoietd^  That  Synod  earnestly  desires  its  pastors,  elders,  deacons,  and  people 
to  continue  to  use  all  proper  means  to  educate  the  public  mind  and  conscience 
to  the  approral  of  this  remedy. 


MONTJMEWT  TO  OLEVIANTJB, 

A  document  pertaining  to  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Qlevianus  has  come  through  the  Committee  of  Overtures 
to  this  Synod  asking  its  aid  in  this  work. 

A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  Geo.  Wolff,  J. 
H.  Dubhe,  I.  K.  Loos^  Elders  D.  B.  Mauger  and  Jno.  J.  Nissley, 
to  whom  this  subject  was  referred.  The  report  of  the  committee 
was  received  and  adopted.    It  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  OlcTianus  Monument  offer  the  following  report : 

Tour  committee  learns  through  Dr.  J.  B.  Kneist,  Chsirman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  German  Synod  East  that  said  Synod  has  undertaken  to 
erect  a  monument  to  the  honor  of  Casper  OlcTianus,  one  of  the  authors  of  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism,  and  asks  this  Synod  to  join  in  this  pious  work. 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  our  German  brethren  inaugurated  this  monument, 
•ad  deem  it  right  and  proper  to  join  in  honoring  him  to  whom  honor  is  dne ; 
but  would  suggest  to  them  the  propriety  of  including  the  name  of  L'rsinus,  the 
other  author  of  the  Catechism,  equally  oonspicuous  in  the  preparation  of  a 
STmbol  which  has  no  superior,  if  an  equal,  in  Christendom. 

The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : 

Eeaoivedy  That  we  haTe  learned  with  pleasure  that  the  German  Synod  East  of 
Uie  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  has  undertaken  to  erect  a  monument 
to  the  honor  of  Caeper  Olerianus ;  and 

Re»olrfd,  That  this  Synod  recommends  the  monument  to  the  faTorable  notice 
of  its  ministers  and  congregations. 

Rtmlted,  Ihat  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  erery  charge  should  contribute 
tt  least  sufficient  to  average  one  dollar  per  minister  and  congregation. 

Respectftilly  submitted, 

Gm.  Wolff, 

J.    H.  DUBBS, 

Isaac  K.  Loos, 
D.  B.  MAroER, 

J  KG.  J.  Nl&SLST. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIORB. 

The  CSommittee  on  Nominations  had  referred  to  it  as  mnch  of 
the  reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  and  the  Board  of  Pablication 
as  related  to  filling  vacancies  occurring  in  these  Boards;  also  a 
communication  from  Secretary  of  the  B^rd  of  Trustees  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College  in  regard  to  vacancies  occurring  in  that 
Board. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  Sessions  the  committee  presented  its 
report,  which  was  adopted  item  by  item : 

Iflt.  That  the  Sunday-«ohool  Board  be  dissolyed. 

2d.  That  no  change  be  made  in  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  nor  in  its  Board  of  Trusteee. 

8d.  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Publication  be  filled  by  the  re-election 
of  George  Gelbach. 

4th.  That  J.  M.  Wiestling  and  George  F.  Baer  be  re-elected  Tmatees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  CoUege. 

G.  M.  Bower,  Esq.,  of  Bellefonte,  was  elected  to  the  o£Soe  of 
Trustee  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  CkiUege. 


At  the  opening  of  the  Sessions,  Bevs.  D.  E.  Schoedler  and  Jas. 
I.  Good  were  appointed  to  report  the  proceedings  of  Synod  for  the 
public  press.  The  reports  were  sent  to  the  local  press,  to  the 
Beading  papers,  i^id  to  the  Associated  Press. 


An  overture  was  made  to  Synod  requesting  its  opinion  in  r^^ard 
to  the  status  of  a  person  whose  name  has  been  erased  from  the  list 
of  Church  members. 

It  was  resolved  that  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  thia 

?uestion  be  referred.    The  Chair  appointed  Kevs.  W.  S.  Schaefi*erp 
,  K.  Loos,  and  Eider  Lewis  Elreamer  to  report  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  of  Synod. 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac  being  in  Session  at  this  time,  in  the 
Berbrmed  Church  at  Altoona,  sen<fa  its  Christian  greeting  Uirouffh 
Bev.  P.  8.  Davis,  D.  D.,  to  this  Synod.  The  President,  in  toe 
name  of  this  Synod,  responded  by  returning  the  same  compliment 
to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

The  following  action  was  adopted  by  Synod. 

Whereas.  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  will  celebrate  the  Centennial  of 
Franklin  College  and  the  Semi-Centennial  of  Marshall  CoUege  in  1887 ;  and 

Whkbeas,  JbJforts  are  made  through  indiyiduala  to  erect  neoesaar^  buildings 
and  increase  the  efficiency-  of  the  College ;  and 

Whereas,  The  ProfetnoFship  of  English  Literature,  now  being  endowed  by 
the  Alumni,  needs  $15,000  in  addition  to  the  $10,000  already  received ;  therefore, 

£Uaolvcd,  That  we  commend  this  cause  to  the  pastors  and  oongregations  of 
ibis  Synod. 


68 
ARTICLE  XXn. 

RESUMPTION  AKD  CLOBE. 

The  fbllowing  resolutioDa  were  iinaoiinously  adopted : 

Baoiwed,  That  the  iliAQks  of  thb  Sjnod  be  tendered  to  the  con(^egation  of 
St.  John*!  Reformed  Chareh  through  its  putor,  to  the  other  congrfgations  of 
Bcncfonte  through  their  pastors,  and  to  the  dtisens  of  this  ooonmunitj  for  the 
kind  and  hospitable  entertainment  receired  by  this  Synod  daring  its  present 


JEnoJbtfd^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  its  reporters  for  the 
smiuis  rendered  by  them  during  our  present  Sessions. 

lUniwed,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  tender  the  thanks  of  this 
^fnod  to  the  different  railroad  companies  for  permitting  the  members  of  Synod 
to  pass  oTer  their  roads  at  reduced  rates  of  traveL 


The  roll  was  called.  None  were  found  absent  without  permission. 
The  minutes  were  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Seaolved,  That  we  adjourn  to  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  St.  PanVs 
Memorial  Qmreh,  Reading,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
October,  18S3,  at  7.80  p.  m. 

The  Synod  was  dismissed  with  the  singing  of  a  hymn.  The 
President  led  Synod  in  prayer.  The  Confession  of  Faith  and  the 
Lord's  Prayer  were  repeated  in  unison,  and  the  senrice  was  closed 
with  the  Doxologj  and  the  Apostolic  Benediction. 

Geo.  H.  JoHNBTONy  Prerident. 
Jna  P.  Srsnr,  ISaied  Clerk. 


Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Jko.  p.  Stein,  SUOed  Clerk. 
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One  Hundred  and  Thirty^Sevenih  Annual  Sewion^i 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  ike  Synod  pf  tkt  R^ormti  Chmreh  in  the  Untied  Statet  a/  its  Annual  SenionSf 
keLd  ta  Reading,  Berks  Co^  Pa^in  the  mtmth  cf  Odober,  in  the  year  of  Our 
Lord  One  Thoueand  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty-Three.  The  Sessions  com' 
memced  on  the  evening  of  the  tenth,  and  continued  unJtU  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth 
4^ the  monih,  indusizej  at  930  o  clock. 


ARTICLE  I. 
OPENING  OF  SYNOD. 


S^od  convened  according  to  appointment  in  St-  Paurs  Memo- 
rial Reformed  Church  in  Reading,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  Oct  lOlh, 
A.  D.  188^),  at  7.^  P.  M.  The  session  was  opened  with  Divine  ser- 
vice, and  the  sermon  was  preached  bj  the  president.  Rev.  George 
H.  Johnston,  from  St  Matt.  16 :  26 :  "  For  what  is  a  man  profited 
if  he  shall  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his  own  soul,  or  what 
shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?'* 


ARTICLE  IL 

MEMBERS   FRBBENT. 
I.   FROX  THE  CLASSIS  OF   EAST   PEXXA. 

MinisUsn:  Thos.  C  Porter,  D  D.,L  L-D ,  J.  J.  Crist,  Geo.  W. 
Kerschner,  Thomas  A.  Huber. 

ELden :  John  Weber,  Jos*  Laubach. 

II.  FROM  THB  CLASS  IS  OF  LEBAXOX. 

Miniden.-  A.  S.  Leinbach.  C.  F.  McCauIey,  D  D.,  P.  Y.  Shellj, 
H.  MoBser,  J.  J.  Fisher,'  J.  W.  Stein metz,  W  Dunat 

EUen:  Edw.  Pfeiffer,  H.  R.  Snyder/  Jno.  M.  Smith,*  S.  Withers, 
Jacob  Schomaker. 

IIL    FROM   THE   CLAS8I8   OF    PHILADELPHIA. 

AOniden:  D.  W.  Ebbert,  H.  M.  Kiefier,*  George  8.  Sorber,  D. 
Van  Hor.e,  D.D.,  J.  H.  Sechler. 

Elden:  George  Hartzell,  H.  C  Hoover,  A.  Schwenk,  John  F. 
Uoger. 

IT.   FROM   THK   CLASS  IS   OF    LA  VC ASTER. 

IKniden:  D.  W.  Gerhard,  J.  A.  Peters,  G.  W.  Snyder,  T.  G. 
Apple,  D.D.,  D  C.  Tobias. 

Elden:  W.  H.  Seibert,  &  L.  Dellinger,  G.  W.  Hensel,  John 
Zellen,  Jr. 


T.   FROM   THE   CLASSIS  OF   EAST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Ministers:  J.  B.  Kerschner,*  John  K.  Millet,'  G^.  B.  Dechant, 
Thos.  S.  Land,  O.  P.  Hartzell. 
Elders:  Chas.  Kewhard,  Henry  Helwig.* 

TI.   FROM   THE  CLASSIS   OF  WEST   SUSQUEHANNA. 

Ministers:  R.  L.  Oerhart,  Z.  A.  Yearick,  W.  M.  Landis. 
Elders:  J.  A.  Meyer,  L.  8.  Heller,  Henry  Keller. 

TII.  FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  GOSHEKBOFPEN. 

Ministers :  Eli  Keller,  A.  L.  Dechant 
Elders:  John  Say  bold,  Jonas  Welker.   . 

Tin.   FROM  THE  CLASSIS   OF   TOHICKON. 

Ministers:  D.  Bothtrock,  J.  Kehm,'  S.  K.  GroBS,' 
Elders:  Milton  Althouse,*  Wm.  Fluck.* 

IX.    FROM   THE   CLASSIS    OF   LEHIGH. 

Ministers:  I.  E.  Graeff,  W.  E.  Krebs,*  N.  C.  Sch»ffer,*  Ph.D., 
N.  8.  Strassburger. 
Elders :  B  H.  Kramm,*  Thomas  F.  Butz,'  Solomon  Griesemer,' 

B.  S.  Levan.' 

The  figure  at  the  end  of  the  name  indicates  the  day  of  the  sessions  on  which 
the  delegate  takes  his  seat. 

The  letters  in  their  order  indicate  the  day  on  which  the  delegate  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 

On  the  4th  day  B«t.  J.  H.  Leinbach  took  the  place  of  the  primarius,  Eev.  N. 

C.  Scheeffer,  and  Rev.  W.  J.  Kershner  the  place  of  Rot.  W.  £.  Krebs,  and 
Rev.  8.  M.  K.  Huber  the  place  of  £11  Keller. 

ADVI80RT  MEMBERS. 

The  following  were  present  durine  one  or  more  of  the  sessions : 

From  East  Fenna.  Ctassis — ^Revs.  1.  K.  Loos,  D.  Y.  Heisler,  D.D. 

From  Lebanon  Classis — Revs.  B.  Bausman,  D.D.,  F.  W.  Dechant, 
J.  E.  Heidter,  D.D.,  D.  B.  Albright,  J.  O.  Johnson,  J.  G.  Bucher, 
D.D.,  M.  L.  Frirch,  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.D.,  T.  8.  Johnston,  D.D., 
F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  J.  A.  Keber,  A.  B.  Bartholomew,  L.  D. 
Steckel  and  T.  G.  Leinbach. 

From  Philadelphia  Classis — ^Revs.  Ghas.  G.  Fisher,  P.  S.  Davis, 
D.D.,  P.  8.  Mauger,  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  D.  E.  KIopp,  D.D.,  and 
Jas.  I.  Good. 

From  Lancaster  Qassis. — Revs.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Theo.  Appel, 
D.D.,  8.  8weitzer,  A.  S.  8tauffer,  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D.,  C.  8.  Ger- 
hard. 

From  East  Susquehanna  Classis  -  Revs.  R.  Duenger,  T.  J.  Bar- 
clay, T.  J  Hacker,  G.  Baam. 

From  West  Susquehanna  Classis — Rev.  I.  8.  Stahr. 


From  Goshenhoppen  Clasds — ^Revs.  S.  M.  K.  Haber,  C  Z.  Weiser, 
D.D^  L.  J.  Mayer,  D.  E.  Schcedler,  L.  K.  Evans,  J.  H.  Leinbach. 

l^rom  Tohickon  Clasais — Rev  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  H.  J.  Welker. 

From  Gams  of  Ze^i^A— Revs.  B.  Weiss,  T.  N.  Reber,  S.  A. 
Leinbach,  £.  J.  Fogel,  £.  A.  Oernant,  A.  J.  Herman,  A.  J.  6. 
Dabbs,  W.  R.  Hofford. 

From  JuniaiaClassu,  Synod  of  Potomac, — Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley. 

From  Zion*9  ClasaU,  iSynod  of  Potomac. — Revs.  J.  O.  Miller, 
•  D  D„  M.  Kicffer,  D.D. 

From  the  Oerman  Synod  of  the  Ea>it, — Rev.  L.  K.  Derr. 

MINISTERS  OF    OTHER  CHURCHES. 

From  the  Lutheran  Church  — Revs  P.  K.  Huntzinger,  T.  C.  Bill 
heimer,  J.  J.  Frjr,  DD.,   W.H.Myers,  B.  D.  SweiUig,  M.  C- 
Horine,  J.  Knendig,  T.  T.  Jaeger. 

From  the  Methodic  Church.— RevB.  J.  B.  Dobbins,  D.D.,  T.  B. 
Neely. 

From  the  Presbt/terian  Church. — Rev.  Wallace  Radcliffe,  D.D. 

From  the  Baptist  Church. — A.  H.^Sembower. 


ARTICLE  m. 

ELECTIOX  OF    OFI^ICERS. 

Rev.  Thos.  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Geo.  S.  Sorber  was  chosen  Corresponding  Secretary. 
Rev.  John  P.  Stein  is  Stated  Clerk. 
Elder  John  Meily  was  elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  bar  of 
the  house  was  defined  to  be  the  first  ten  pews  from  the  chancel. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  sessions  of  Synod  open  at  9  A.  M.  and 
at  2  P.  M.  and  close  at  11.30  A.  M.  and  at  5  P.  M. 

An  evening  session  was  held  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDIirO  COMMITTEEB. 

» 

The  President  appointed  the  following  standing  committees, 
to  wit: 

Beliffious  Services. — Revs.  B.  Bausman,  D.  D.,  G.  F.  McGauley, 
D.  D.,  H.  Mosser,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

Minutes  of  Synod. — Revs.  N.  S.  Strassbarger,  J.  Kehm,  J.  K. 
Millet,  and  Elders  Joe.  Laubach  and  Geo.  W.  Hensel. 


OveriwreB, — ^Reva.  D.  W.  Gterhard,  Thos.  A,  Huber,  Geo.  P. 
Hartzell,  and  Elders  W.  H.  Seibert  and  J.  A.  Moyer. 

MintUes  of  Classes. — Revs.  G.  W.  Snyder,  J.  B.  Kerschner,  Z.  A. 
Yearitik,  and  Elders  Henry  Keller  and  Milton  Althouse. 

Examination^  Lieensure  and  Ordination, — Revs.  T.  G.  Apple, 
D.  D.,  W.  E.  Krebs,  D.  Rothtrock,  and  Elders  Chas.  Newhard  and 
H.  C.  Hoover. 

State  of  Religion  and  Statidics. — Revs.  I.  E.  Graeff,  H.  M.  Kief- 
fer.  Thos.  S.  Land,  and  Elders  John  F.  Unger,  and  John  Say  bold. 

Theological  Seminary. — Revs.  A.  S.  Lieinbach,  N  C.  Schaeffer, 
Ph.D.,  G.  P.  Htirtzell,  and  Elders  Jonas  Welker  and  S.  L.  Bellinger. 

Mimons  —Revs,  D.  Van  Home,  D.  D..  P.  Y.  Shelly,  W.  M. 
Landis,  and  Elders  Ed.  PfeifiVr  and  S.  Withers. 

Finance. — Revs.  Eli  Keller,  G-  W.  Kerschner,  J.  H  Sechler,  and 
Elders  G^.  Hartzell  and  John  Zellers. 

Nominations. — Revs.  J.  A.  Peters,  G.  B.  Dechant,  J.  J.  Crist, 
and  Elders  Joho  Weber  and  L.  S.  Heller. 

Publictition. — Revs.  R.  L.  Gerhart,  J.  W.  Stein metz,  S.  K.  Gross, 
and  Elders  B.  S.  Levan  and  Jos.  Laubach. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Penna.,  Lebanon,  Phila- 
delphia, Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna,  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Tohickon  and  Lehigh,  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on 
the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2  The  Annual  reports  of  th^a  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  B  >ard 
of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  also  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Education  were  received,  and  reterred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

3  Communications  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
F.  and  M.  College  and  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  and  a  R^'port 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Publication  of  the  Hausfreund  were  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tn-S^nodic  B  )ard  of  Missions, 
and  a  letter  from  the  President  of  theTri-Synodio  Board  were  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  for 
further  consideration. 

6.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Other  commanicalions  were  received  and  handed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

BELIGIOU8  SERVICES. 

All  the  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  divine 
Benrices.  The  committee  on  this  subject  reported  the  following 
order  of  services  which  was  adopted  and  complied  with  by  the  per- 
sons designated  to  fill  the  appointments. 

Bbkthrkk  :  Toar  Committee  on  Beligioua  Services  would  respectfully  report 
the  following  appointments : 

Tkundmf  Evening — 7.30  o'clock.     Sermon  by  Rev.  F,  A.  Rupley. 

Friday  Evening, — Missionaiy  meeting,  7.30  o'clock.  Presiding  officer.  Rev. 
John  A.  Peters.  Address  on  Foreign  Missions  by  Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D.D. ; 
on  Home  Missions  by  Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.  D.,  Rev.  John  Secbler,  Rev. 
Thomas  6.  Apple,  D.D. ,  and  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos. 

Saturday  Eeening — 7.30  o'clock.  Service  in  the  interest  of  the  Sunday-school 
cause.  Presiding  officer,  Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D.  D.  Addresses  by  Rev.  R.  L. 
Gcrhart  and  Rev  N.  C.  SchsBfTer,  Ph.D.  If  time  allows,  volunteer  addresses  of 
five  minutes  each. 

Smtday.—Ymt  Church  at  10  A.  M.,  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos ;  7  P.  M.,  Rev.  0.  H. 
Johnston. 

Swmd  CRwrcA—lO.SO  A.M.,  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer ;  7  P.M.,  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D. 

St.  Paul's — 10-80  A.M.,  communion.  Rev.  T.  C.  Porter,  D.D.,  LL.D.  Assist- 
ants in  distribution  of  elements,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.D.,  Rev.  M.  Kieffer, 
D.D.,  Rev.  Prof.  W.  E.  Krebs.     7  P.M.,  sermon  by  Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.D. 

SL  JoM$— 10  A.  M.,  German,  Rev.  £11  Keller  ;  7  P.M.,  English,  Rev.  J.  K. 
HiUet 

Zion't  C^ftttrcA— German,  10  A.M.,  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger ;  6.30  P.M.,  Rev. 
J.  J.  Fisher. 

PretbffUrian  Church— 10,Z0  A.M.,  Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D.D. ;  7  P.M.,  Rev. 
T.  C.  Porter,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

Ebeneier  M.  E.  CftureA -10.30  A.M.,  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple,  D.D. 

St.  Peter's  M.  E.  Church— 7.S0  P.M.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Kerschner. 

St.Luk^s  Lutheran— fi.  Ninth  St.,  10  A.M.,  Rev.  N.  C.  Schasffer,  Ph.D. 

Keyttone  State  Normal  School — Kutztown,  10.80  A.M.,  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Laud. 

Su  Matthew' 9  L»Uheran^H).SO  A.M.,  Rev.  John  Sechler;  7  P.M.,  Rev.  Prof. 
W.  E.  Krebs. 

HimtershUz  and  Shatter  Churchea^KM,  and  P.M.,  Rev.  G.  P.  Hartzell. 

North  Heidelberg  and  Bernville — A.M.  and  P.M.,  Rev.  D.  C.  Tobias. 

Oley  and  New  Jeruealem — A.M.  and  P.M.,  Rev.  A.  L.  Decbant. 

St.  John's  and  Robeson — A.M.  and  P.M.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Dechant. 

AmtyvilU'StiiviTdB.y,  P.  M.,  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Huber;  Sunday,  10  A.M.,  Rev. 
J.  K.  Millet. 

Sunday-school  Services^*!  o'clock,  P.  M.  First  Church,  Rev.  N.  C.  Schreffer, 
Ph.D.,and  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert;  Second  Church,  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer  and  Rev. 
6.  S.  Sorber;  St.  Paul's,  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos  and  Rev.  R.  L.  Gerhart ;  St.  John,  Uev. 
P.  Y.  Shelly  and  Rev.  J.  Kehm. 

Monday  evening.  7.30  o'clock— ^rmon  by  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D. 
ReapedftiUy  mibmitted.      B.  Bausmak  a  P  McCatjusy,  1  Oommittee. 

H.  Mosses,  J.  W.  Stsiumetz,    / 


ARTICLE  VIII, 

KIlfUTEB  OF  SYNOD. 

The  printed  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
seaeions  of  the  Synod  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
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the  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items  of  unfinished  business^ 
that  properly  claim  the  attention  of  the  present  meeting  of  Synod. 
This  Committee  presented  its  report  on  Thursday  morning.  It  was 
taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole.  The  report  reads 
as  follows : — 

Tour  Committee  on  MinuteB  of  Synod  reports  the  following  itema  whioh  olaiin 
the  attention  of  this  Synod : 

Item  1,  p.  23.  Congregations  are  urged  to  take  at  least  one  ooUection  for  the 
Seminary  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Item  2|  p.  28.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  was  author- 
ized to  transfer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Potomac  Synod  and  their  successors  ia 
office  the  Seminary  property  at  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  with  specified  reservations. 

Item  8,  p.  40.  The  delinquent  classes  on  apportionments  for  St  Stephen's 
Chapel  In  Washington,  D.  C,  are  urged  to  pay  their  arrearages  at  an  early  day. 

Item  4,  p.  41.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  propose  a  basis  to  unify 
the  mission  work  as  now  carried  forward  by  this  Synod  and  the  Ursinus  Union. 

Item  6,  p.  47.  The  delinquent  classes  are  urged  to  make  prompt  payment  of 
their  arrearages  on  the  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds  of  Synod. 

Item  6,  p.  54.  The  classes  are  requested  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Sunday 
Schools  to  the  **  Scholar's  Quarterly/*  and  the  **  Primary  Lesson  Papers." 

Item  7,  p.  54.  The  several  classes  are  earnestly  requested  to  recommend  the 
patronage  and  individual  support  of  the  Publication  Board  to  their  Sunday 
Schools. 

Item  8,  p.  56.  The  classes  are  directed  to  report  in  their  statistical  tables  the 
number  of  Minutes  of  Synod  they  desire. 

Item  9,  p.  56.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  authorized  to  publish  1700  English  and 
600  German  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Item  10,  p.  56.  The  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board  was  authorized  to 
change  the  title  of  the  '<  Child's  Treasury  *'  by  dropping  the  word  •<  Child's.' ' 

Item  1 1 ,  p.  56.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  examine  the  General 
Synod's  draft  of  a  new  Constitution. 

Item  12,  p.  59.  Pastors  are  requested  to  lift  a  collection  in  all  their  congre- 
gations for  the  building  fund  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home,  and  also  to  keep  the 
cause  of  the  orphans  before  the  minds  of  their  people. 

Item  13,  p.  60.  The  attention  of  consistories  and  classes  is  called  to  the  sub- 
ject of  **  caring  for  indigent  persons  of  our  communion.*' 

Item  14,  p.  60.  The  Committee  "  on  the  care  of  the  indigent/*  was  constituted 
a  permanent  Committee  and  sliall  report  at  the  annual  sessions  of  Synod. 

Item  15,  p.  62.  The  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  status  of  a  person 
whose  name  has  been  erased  from  the  list  of  Church  members. 

Item  16,  p.  68.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  was  instructed  to  tender  its  thanks 
to  the  different  railroad  companies  for  permitting  the  delegates  to  pass  over  their 
roads  at  reduced  rates  of  fare. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  Stbassbuegkb,  Oiairman, 

The  following  items  1,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  12, 13, 16  were  reported  as 
having  been  attended  to.  For  the  result  of  the  action  on  Item  2 
see  Art  (13)  XUI,  Theological  Seminary :  on  item  3  Art.  XV,  on 
Finance:  on  item  4  Art.  XIV,  Missions:  on  item  11,  Art  XX, 
Church  (Government :  on  item  14  see  Art.  XXI,  Miscellaneous :  on 
item  15  see  Art  XVI,  Beferences  and  Appeals. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

OVSBTUREB. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report.    It 
was  taken  up  item  bj  item  and  adopted. 

Tour  Conumttee  on  Overtures  beg  leave  to  sabmit  the  following  documents 
ciaiming  the  attention  of  this  body,  rix : 

1.  A  doucment  from  the  Board  of  Maoagers  of  the  Bethanj  Orphans'  Home, 
ttUiog  the  attention  of  this  Synod  to  that  benevolent  institution. 

2.  A  memorial  from  Philadelphia  Classis  having  reference  to  a  proper  observ- 
aoee  of  the  approaching  400th  anniversary  of  the  birthday  of  Ulric  Zwingli. 

3.  The  complaint  of  Lebanon  Classis  against  the  action  of  Ooshenhoppen 
Claasis  concerning  a  matter  of  discipline. 

Respectftilly  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gkrhabd,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Ist  and  2d  items  see  Art  XXI, 
MisoeUaneoos.     For  8d  item  see  Art.  XVII,  Complaints. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  their  report    It 
was  read,  taken  up  item  bj  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 
The  report  as  aaopted  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Statu : 

Fathers  and  Brethren :  Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  begs  leave  to 
offer  the  following  report : 

The  Minutes  of  the  various  Classes  were  placed  in  our  hands,  and  in  them  we 
find  the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod. 

/.  IrregularUiee, 

1.  Lebanon  Classis  fkils  to  add  up  the  columns  of  its  statistical  report. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  thrice  foils  to  give  the  Synodical  relation  of  the 
German  Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

3.  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  give  the  Synodical  relation  of  the  German  Phila- 
delphia  Classis. 

4.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  the  same  Classis  foils  to  properly  attest  its  Minutes  as 
tn  original  copy. 

&.  The  Minutes  of  Tohickon  Classis  do  not  bear  the  seal  of  the  Classis. 

6.  Lebanon  Classis  foils  to  give  the  year  for  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Classis. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  foils  to  give  the  denominational  relation  of  the 
Church  in  which  the  next  Annual  Meeting  of  Classis  will  be  held. 

8.  Ea*t  Susquehanna  Classis  foils  to  add  up  the  Columns  of  Minutes  of  Synod 
•sked  for  ht  ita  Statistical  report. 

9.  Tbe  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  detach  the  reports  on  the 
state  of  religion  and  statistics  from  his  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  Gassis  sent  to 
this  Synod. 

10.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  does  not  specify  in  its  Statistical  tables  the 
number  of  copies  of  the  printed  Minutes  of  Synod,  as  directed  by  the  Synod  of 
Beilefonte  one  year  ago. 

11.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  foils  to  page  its  Minutes. 
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//.  Requetti, 

12.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  decide  a  case  of  jurisdiction  be- 
tween it  and  the  Classis  of  Tohickon  touching  the  Landsdale  Mission  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Pa.,  and  to  take  such  action  as  it  may  deem  best  in  the  case, 
p.  82. 

13.  Lebanon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  ^ve  credit  to  Rot.  M.  L.  Fritch  for  his 
benevolent  contributions  for  the  year  1882,  p.  88. 

14.  Requests  are  made  by  the  various  Classes  for  the  following  quota  of  the 
printed  Minutes  of  Synod  ;  East  Pennsylvania,  101  English,  56  German ;  Leb- 
anon, 234  English,  115  German;  Philadelphia,  175  English,  4  German;  Lan- 
caster, 140  English,  12  German  ;  East  Susquehanna,  101  English,  56  German ; 
West  Susquehanna,  —  English,  —  German ;  Goshenhoppen,  104  English,  76 
German ;  Tohickon,  100  English,  47  German ;  Lehigh,  426  English,  824  German. 

///.  Complatntt  and  Appeals, 

15.  Lebanon  Classis  complains  of  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen 
^touching  the  dismission  of  Rev.  P.  P.  A.  Hoffman,  p.  84. 

16.  Tohickon  Classis  calls  Synod's  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee misrepresented  said  Classis  last  year  in  reporting  it  as  in  arrears  for 

•Contingent  and  Sinking  Fund,  p.  19. 

IV.  Subjects  Referred. 

17.  All  the  Classes  adopted  the  requests  of  Synod  with  the  exception  of  the 
'Classes  of  East  Susquehanna  and  Goshenhoppen  which  took  no  action  on  Synod's 

request  concerning  a  collection  for  the  Theological  Seminary.     The  latter  also 
failed  to  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  care  of  indigent  persons. 

V.  lAeenture  OrdmatiorUf  Receptions  and  Dismissions. 

18.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  H.  Schlappig  ft*om  the  Classis 

•  of  Lebanon.  Licentiate  F.  W.  Smith  from  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,  dismissed  Rev. 
H.  H.  W.  Hibschman,  D.  D.  to  the  Classis  of  Tiffin,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  or- 
dained and  installed  Licentiate  G.  W.  Kerschner. 

19.  Lebanon  Classis  licensed  Geo.  M.  Stihits,  Geo.  W.  Gerhard,  A.  S.  Weber 
.and  Geo.  A.  Zellers.     Dismissed  Licentiate  G.  W.  Gerhard  to  the  Classis  of  West 

Susquehanna,  and  deposed  Rev.  A.  S.  Keiser  from  the  Ministry. 

20.  Philadelphia  Classis  received  Rev.  A.  Romich  from  the  Classis  of  West 
Susquehanna,  Rev.  J.  S.  Hartzell  fW)m  the  Classis  of  Clarion,  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burg, Rev.  Jas.  Crawford  ftrom  Classis  of  Lancaster,  Licentiate  C.  W.  Levan  ft-om 
the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen,  and  dismissed  Rev.  A.  R.  Thomson  to  the  Classis 

•  of  East  Pennsylvania. 

21.  Lancaster  Classis  licensed  D.  B.  Schneder  and  B.  F.  Bausmann,  dismissed 
Rev.  Geo.  B.  Resser  to  Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey 
.to  the  CUssis  of  Kansas,  Synod  of  Ohio,  Rev.  Jas.  Crawford  to  the  Classis  of 
Philadelphia,  Licentiate  B.  F.  Bausmann  to  the  Virginia  Classis,  Synod  of  the 
Potomac,  and  Rev.  0.  S.  Gerhard  to  Lebanon  Classis,  received  Rev.  J.  M.  Souder 
from  Allegheny  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg. 

22  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  S.  Kuhn  from  the  Lancaster 
Dassis  and  Licentiate  W.  D.  Donat  from  the  Classis  of  Lehigh,  and  ordained 
and  installed  him. 

23.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  S.  Wagner  fVom  Somerset 
Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  Rev.  Henry  Keller  fVom  Iowa  Classis,  Synod  of 
-  Ohio,  and  Licentiate  Geo  W.  Gerhard  from  the  Classis  of  Lebanon ;  dismissed 
Rev.  J.  H.  Berr  to  the  Classis  of  Gettysburg,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev.  L.  E. 
Edmonds  to  the  Classis  of  Clarion,  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  Rev.  Abraham  Romich  to 
Philadelphia  Classis,  and  gave  permission  to  Rev.  H.  Keller  to  withdraw  from 
the  active  duties  of  the  Ministry  and  devote  himself  to  a  secular  calling. 
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24.  Goslienlioppen  Classis  ordained  Licentiate  Ghas.  S.  Weland,  licensed  J. 
A.  Wickeri  and  C.  W.  Leyan,  and  dismissed  Licentiate  J.  A.  MTickert  to  Mer- 
eenburg  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  and  Licentiate  C.  W.  Levan  to  Philadelphia 


^.  Tohickon  Claasia  dismissed  ReT.  J.  J.  Rothrock  to  East  SnsquehaBna 
Oasaa. 

26.  Classis  of  Lehigh  received  Rev.  Walter  E.  Krebs  from  Classis  of  Gettys- 
ViTg.  Bynod  of  Potomac,  licensed  A.  P.  Horn  and  F.  W.  Smith,  dismissed  Licen- 
tiate A.  P.  Horn  to  North  Carolina  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  and  Licentiate 
F.  W.  Smith  to  the  Classis  of  East  Pennftylvania. 

VI.  Tme  and  Place  of  Meeting, 

27.  The  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the 
Third  Street  Reformed  Church,  Easton,  Pa.,  on  the  2dd  of  May.  1884,  at  7.80 
p.  M.     Rev.  D.  F.  Brendle,  Pretident,  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk. 

28.  The  Classis  of  Lebanon  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  Bethany  Orphans' 
Hume.  Womelsdorf,  Pa.,  on  Thursday  after  Tiinity  Sunday  at  8  p.  m.  Rev.  L. 
D.  Steckel,  President,  Rev.  T.  Kessler,  StaUd  Clerk, 

29.  7%e  CUume  of  Philadelphia  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  St.  Luke's  Re- 
formed Church,  North  Wales,  Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  June  6th,  1884,  at  8 
o'clock  p.  X,  Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D.D.,  Pretident,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Stated 
CUrk, 

SO.  The  CUutiM  of  Laneaeter  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Reformed 
Church  a*.  Hummelstown,  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  on  Thursday  after  Whit-Sunday, 
June  5th,  1884,  at  7.80  p.  m.  Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  President^  Rev.  D.  W.  Ger- 
hard, StaUd  Clerk. 

31.  I7te  CZaj9»  of  Eatt  Susquehanna  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  at  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  before 
Trinity  Sunday  a.  d.  1884.  at  7.30  p.  h.  Rev.  A.  R.  Hottenstein,  President, 
ReT.  T.  J.  Barkley,  StaUd  Clerk. 

32.  2%e  daseis  of  West  Susquehanna  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  Re- 
formed Church  at  Lewisburg,  Union  county.  Pa.,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
May,  1884,  at  7.30  p.  m.  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  I^esident,  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated 
Oerk. 

33.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  Frieden's  Church. 
Friedensburg,  Berks  county.  Pa.,  on  Friday  after  Ascension  Day,  1884,  at  2 
o'clock  p.  M.     Rev.  D.  E.  Sclioedler,  President,  Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer,  Stated  Clerk. 

34.  T%e  Classis  of  Tohickon  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  the  First  Reformed 
Church,  South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  county,  Pa.,  on  Friday  after  Ascension 
Day,  May  23,  1884,  at  7.30  p.  m.  Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  President,  Rev.  N.  Z. 
Snyder,  SUiUd  Clerk. 

35.  The  Classis  of  Lehigh  will  meet  in  Annual  Sessions  in  Zion's  Reformed 
Cfaarcb,  Allentown,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Easter.  April  17th,  1884,  at 
7.30  p.  m.  Rev.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.D.,  President,  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Sta- 
ted Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  Sntdkb,  Chairman, 

The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  approved. 
For  the  action  of  Synod  on  12th  item  see  Art.  XX,  Church  Gov- 
ernment, 13th  and  23d  items.  Art.  XVI,  References  and  Appeals. 
On  item  15  see  Art.  XVd,  Oa  Complaint.  The  remaining  items 
of  the  report  were  approved. 
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ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMIKATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Stianding  Comroittee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordi- 
nation reported  as  follows,  which  was  received  and  adopted,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination,  begs  leave  to  re- 
port that  no  refereuoes  being  made  to  it  the  committee  found  no  duties  to  per- 
form. 

T.  G.  Afplb,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  XII. 

STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  STATISTICAL  REPORTS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistical 
Reports  presented  its  report  during  the  afternoon  session  on  Mon- 
day, which  was  received  and  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  beg  leave  to  report : 

The  reports  of  the  respective  classes  seem  to  indicate  that  when  we  come  to 
sit  in  judgment  on  the  religious  and  moral  condition  of  an  ecclesiastical  domain, 
it  is  well  to  say  but  little  and  to  say  that  little  well. 

The  Classes  give  devout  thanks  for  many  favors  of  a  beneficent  Providence, 
bestowed  in  the  economy  of  the  Christian  life.  All  the  reports  have  it  in  strong 
terms  that  the  Word  was  feiithfully  preached,  the  Sacraments  properly  admin- 
istered, and  all  the  agencies  of  Christian  nurture  kept  in  distinctive  force.  We 
are  told  that  there  was  much  increase  in  numbers,  prosperity  and  strength. 
Yet  it  is  not  concealed  that  there  is  still  much  evil  to  overcome,  and  large 
growth  necessary  in  that  which  is  already  right  and  good.  The  educational 
economy  of  the  faith,  as  it  is  understood  and  enforced  by  us,  is  reported  as 
coming  to  clearer  and  more  effective  practical  enforcement,  while  we  are  admon- 
ished, however,  that  even  in  this  thing,  in  which  we  have  all  along  been 
traditionally  most  orthodox  and  active,  we  are  yet  far  Arom  such  a  degree  of 
practical  efficiency  as  both  the  Gospel  and  the  circumstances  of  the  times  de- 
mand. 

We  are  told  very  positively  that  benevolence  is  increasing,  and  that  larger  sums 
of  money  are  flowing  into  the  Lord's  treasury.  These  things  being  so  we  are  in 
a  happy  line  of  prosperity  and  future  success.  Just  in  this  very  particular 
have  we  b«^en  too  long  seriously  at  fault,  and  if  now  at  last  our  finances  are 
rising  to  a  level  with  the  crying  demands  of  the  situation,  we  may  well  pause 
and  give  thanks  to  God  that  at  this  late  day  we  have  the  good  fortune  of  being 
delivered  from  the  pinching  narrowness-  of  our  past  financial  history. 

Some  of  the  reports  also  state  that  the  circulation  of  our  various  Church 
periodicals  has  been  largely  increased,  and  that  our  publication  interests  gener- 
ally are  in  a  more  promising  condition  than  before.  This  is  another  cause  for 
hearty  congratulation.  General  intelligence  is  one  of  the  necessities  of  the 
times.  The  printing  press  is  an  engine  of  power,  which  no  Church  can  afford  to 
ignore  at  this  htage  of  modern  history,  and  we  may  well  consider  ourselves 
happy,  ecclesiastically  and  confessionally,  since  we  are  waking  up  to  a  proper 
sense  of  this  fact. 

The  matter  of  discipline  and  effective  government  also  claimed  the  attention 
of  the  lower  judicatories.  What  is  reported  of  this  matter  is  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  mind  of  the  Church  is  led  to  grapple  with  it  as  of  cardinal  importance. 
The  enforcement  of  discipline,  it  is  suggested,  is  involved  in  much  difficulty  and 
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d«l\e»le  T«5p<mnbility.     This  may  be  the  reason  why  there  is  such  a  backward- 

B«a8  to  enforee  its  just  claims.    And  when  we  are  confronted  with  the  necessity 

of  p>od  goTemment,  as  a  warrant  of  genuine  freedom  and  of  social  and  moral 

finnf^,  there  is  a  universal  acknowledgment  of  the  necessity  of  compact  organ- 

iiatioa  for  the  purposes  of  confessional  growth.     In  response  to  this  growing 

do&aad  the  cry  comes  up  from  the  Classis  below,  and  down  fi*om  the  General 

^ynod  above,  tJiat  improTement  is  needed,  and  that  it  is  already  in  process  of 

OQimng. 

Such  are  the  main  points  on  which  we  are  required  to  touch  in  this  our  re- 
port. And  we  may  be  allowed  here  to  say  with  double  emphasis,  that  from 
th«w  things  it  would  seem  that  this  is  a  season  for  special  rejoicing  in  the 
hatoTj  of  our  Zion.  For  if,  in  connection  with  our  well  known  devotion  to  the 
theory  and  customs  of  educational  religion,  we  are  to  fall  in  broadly  and  gen- 
erously with  the  reigning  current  of  organized  practical  beneficence,  then  we 
liaTe  reached  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in  our  denominational  life  and  growth. 
Hay  Heaven  forbid  that  this  bright  picture  which  has  come  up  before  us  so 
aospiciottsly,  through  the  voice  of  the  Churches,  should  vanish  before  our  eyes 
and  we  be  left  sad  and  stricken  by  the  force  of  a  just  disappointment. 

Here  we  must  turn  away  fh>m  the  pleasant  tiisk  of  considering  the  cardinal 
issues  of  Church  history  and  Church  work,  and  turn  to  the  dr^kd  realities  of 
the  article  of  death. 

West  Susquehanna  Classis  reports  the  death  of  Rer.  A.  B.  Casper  and  Rev. 
Henry  S.  Bos^sler,  and  also  that  of  some  prominent  Elders. 

Laocaster  Classis  records  the  departure  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Friedel,  and  also 
thai  of  Elders. 

Philadelphia  Classis  brings  us  the  news  that  the  Rots.  J.  S.  Vandersloot  and 
J.  Hanziaberry  have  been  called  up  to  join  the  hosts  of  the  sainted  dead. 

These  olMtuary  noiices  of  our  departed  brethren  furnish  perhaps  the  most 
fitting  close  of  what  we  have  to  say  as  a  committee  to  this  Rev.  body  about  the 
rtate  of  the  Churches.  We  do  not  claim  that  we  have  covered  the  whole  ground 
so  as  to  take  in  every  particular,  yet  we  have  touched  upon  such  vital  points  as 
vill  not  fail  to  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  actual  condition  of  the  territory  we  here 
represent,  and  of  the  hopes  we  are  encouraged  to  entertain. 

And  now  unto  the  God  of  peace  be  worship  and  glory,  world  without  end. 

Respectfully  submitted,  I.  £.  Graeff,  Chairman, 

For  the  Statistical  Reports  see  Appendix. 


ARTICLE  XIIL 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

I.    aEPOBTS  or  THB   BOARDS   OF   TRUSTEES   AND   YISITOBS. 

(a.)  Report  of  Board  of  TYtuteet, 

Brethren :  The  Board  of  Trustees  held  their  regular  Spring  and  Autumn  meet- 
ing*. At  the  former  the  following  officers  were  re-elected,  D.  W.  Gross,  Presi- 
dent; Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Vice-President;  John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer;  Edw.  J. 
Zabin,  Secretary.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  are  D.  W.  Gross,  Geo. 
W.  Hensel,  John  B.  Roth,  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  and  Geo.  Z.  Kunkle. 

The  Treasurer's  report  which  accompanies  this  will  explain  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Institution,  and  will  show  the  continued  nece$«sity  of  aid  from  the 
ebtirefaes.  We  suggest  that  Synod  re-iterate  its  action  requesting  the  charges  to 
give  the  Seminary  one  collection  during  the  year.     Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  W.  Gross,  President. 
John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 
LsHcasUr,  Pa.,  Oct.  4M,  1888.  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Secretary. 
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John  B.  Roth,  Treawrer,  in  account  with  Theological  Seminary  of  ike  Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States.  • 

1882.  DR. 

Oct.  1.     For  Int.  r«c.  of  E.  V.  Oerhart  to  date |  62  8^ 

1.  "  "  *•  on  HousewoHh  Mort 46  OO 

1.  "  "  "  Kieffor  legncy,  J.  NlaBley  Tr 112  60 

2.  "  "  "  of  I.  H.  Brown  to  Oct.  1,  '82 90  OO 

8-  *•  "  "  of  H.  Stiimm  to  Aug,  2.  '82 4  4l 

4.  *«  "  "  of  Geo.  Sarbaugh  on  account 90  00 

6.  "  "  "  S.  M.  Keen  to  Oct.  1,  '82 75  OO 

"23.  "  "  •*  Geo.  F.  Bear  to  Apl.  21, '88 (50  OO 

Dec.  8.  **  ••  ♦*  J.  Heyser  on  account 150  OO 

"  11.  •*  *•  "  Rev.  W.  A.  Haa8,Tr.  W.  Susq.  Qasais 4  24 

*•  28.  "  •«  *•  A.  M.  Steacy  in  full  to  Dec.  13,  '82 24  00 

1883. 

Jan.  22.  "  "  "  Dr.  A.  U.  Strickler  in  full  to  Jan.  1,  '88  ...    .  29  84 

Feb.    8.  "  "  "  Goo.  W.  8chroyer  to  date 105  00 

"     19.  •*  "  *•  Kieffer  legacy,  J.  Niasley  Tr 125  00 

"    21.  ••  "  "  AUemania  Fire  Ina.  Co.  Jan.  1. '83 40  00 

••     22.  "  '*  •*  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  Bond 150  00 

"    27.  "  **  "  G.  8.  Griffith  to  Jan.  1.  '88 30  00 

"     28.  "  **  "  Geo.  Hill,  Tr.  E.  Susq.  ClaasiB,  Jan.  1,  '83    .   .    .  30  00 

"    28.  "  "  "  John  Becker  to  date 240  00 

Mar.  14.  "  "  "  H.  Stephen's  Cong,  to  Oct.  29, '82 42  00 

"    23.  •«  "  "  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas.  Tr.  W.  Susq.  Classifl 2  64 

30.  ••  •*  "  Houseworth  Mort.  to  Apr.  1, '83 46  00 

30.  "  "  "  P.  M.  Ermantrout  to  Apr.  1, '88 270  00 

31.  "  "  «•  8.  H.  Keen  toApivI.'88 75  00 

Apr.   2.  *«  •*  "  I.  H.  Brown  to  Apr.  1.  *83 90  00 

"      2.  "  "  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh  on  account 100  00 

"       6.  "  "  •*  A.  B.  Wingerd  on  account 100  00 

"      5.  "  "  "  Int.  on  Heckerman  Bond  to  Apr.  1,  '81    ...    .  66  00 

6.  *•  "  "  Kifffer  legacy,  J.  Nissley  Tr 112  50 

6.  "  "  *•  Cook  legacy,  J.  Nissley  Tr.  Apr.  1,  '83 72  00 

9.  "  "  "  E.  M.Killough  to  May  1, '88 76  00 

19.  "  "  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh  on  account 90  00 

a    28.  ••  **  **  E.  G.  Smith  in  full 125  00 

Jun.  4.  *'  •*  "  A.  M.  Steacy  to  J  unci  3. '83 24  00 

"     22.  "  "  **  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  Bonds 150  00 

July  2.  **  "  *•  J.  Ileyser  on  account 75  00 

5.  "  "  **  on  loan  to  July  1,  '88 188  47 

6.  **  "  •*  J.  B.  Roth  to  April  1, '83 5iM  0 

7.  "  ••  *•  Harrisburg  Bridge  Co.  dividend 6  60 

16.  •*  "  «*  Note  account  to  April  1. '83 9  00 

••     25.  "  •*  ••  Allemania  Fire  Ins.  Co.  Stock 20  00 

Aug.  8.  ••  •*  "  on  Robinson's  note  to  Apr.  1, '88 60  00 

"      8.  "  "  •'  KieflFer  legacy,  J.  Nissley  Tr 125  00 

I.     ]3  u  .*  «  Geo.  W.  Scbroycr  to  Aug.  8,  88 10:»  00 

*'    27.  *»  *«  "  John  Becker  to  August  28,  '83 240  00 

Sept  1.  **  **  <'  Bond  of  Lebanon  Gassis  to  July  1, '83    ....  8000 

'«      8.  «'  '*  «•  Bondof  EastSusq.  ClASsisto  Oct.  1,'88.   .   .    .  22  50 

.«      3.  «  M  u  E.  V.  Gerhart.  D.  D.  to  Oct.  1.  '68 61  67 

"       6.  "  •'  ♦«  Rev.  N.  8.  Htrassburger,  Tr.  Lehigh  Qassis  ...  15  00 

••     17.  "  ••  "  Bond  of  Mercersburg  Classifl  to  July  1, '88  .   .   .  60  00 

«.    24.  "  •*  "  S.  M.  Keen  to  Oct,  1,  '83 75  00 
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Sept.29.  ForlntreeonHouMworth  MorttoOcC.  1/88 45  00 


OcL 
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fromE.  J.  Zahmto  Apr.  1,  *8d 220  26 

from  John  Kepner  to  Oct  1,  '88 68  00 

Jacob  Heyser  on  account 75  00 

'*     Amt.  from  TheoLSem.  Relief  Fund  to  date   .   .    .  866  20 

on  Building  Fund  to  dale 587  07 


^882.  CR.  9  6,«45.07 

Sept.  28.  By  BaL  doe  Trs.  per  account  rendered $2»188  26 

Not,    4.  "   BUI  paid  I.  M.  Keefer 18  60 

Dec    2.  "  GoodeU^  Bill  and  coal  oil 8  58 

2.  ♦•   M.  F.  Stiegerwalt's  bni,  coal 68  OO 

XoT.  22.  "   E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.  salary  account 200  0^ 

•*      22.  *•  T.  O.  Apple,  D.  D.  salary  aoeount 200  oO 

"      22.  "  F.  A.  Oast,  D.D.saUry  account 100  OO 

Dec.    20.  "   E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.  salary  to  Jan.  1,  '88 175  OO 

"      20.  "  T.  O.  Apple,  D.  D.          «•            "            " 175  0 

"      20,  "  F.  A.  Cast,  D.  D.             "            "           " 150  OO 

1888. 

Jan,    17.  «'  Janilor*8salai7  to  Jan.  1, '88 50  00 

Feb.    22.  •*  E.  V.  Gerhart  on  salary  account         200  00 

"      22.  ••  T.  G.  Apple        "      «*          "          200  00 

"      22.  "   F.  A.  Gast          "       ««          '«          160  00 

Mar.  28.  '•  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  AprU  1,  '88 100  00 

••      23.  "  E.  V.  GerhaH         **        **        «*      176  00 

"      23.  "  T.  G.  Apple            "        "        "      176  00 

"      28.  •«  Janitor's  salary     "        "        "      60  00 

•*      28.  "  E.  G.  Smith,  expense  account 26  00 

Apr.     7.  ••  E,  V.  Gerhart  salary  account 200  00 

••        7.  "  T.  G.  Apple        "            "        200  00 

7.  "   F.  A.  Gast           "            "       160  00 

June  2f).  ••  E.V.  Gerhart     '*            "       to  July  1, '^8 176  00 

"      20.  "  T.  G.  Apple        "            "            ••            •« 175  00 

••      20.  "   F.  A.  Gast           "            «•            "            " 100  00 

••      20.  •«  Janitor's             «*            *«            *«            " 60  00 

'•      21.  *•   Bill  of  repairs,  E.  V.  Gerhart 17  54 

**      21,  "         «*    Coho,  lumber,  etc 14  80 

*.      27.  "        «•    Repairs.  E.  V.  Gerhart l  60 

July     9.  "         "    Catalogues  1888 21  84 

Aug.  20.  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  account 200  00 

"      20.  **   Thos.  G.  Apple,     "           "       200  00 

••      20.  "   F.  A.  Gast,            •«           "       160  00 

"      30.  "  T.G.Apple           "          "      to  Oct.  1, '88 176  00 

Sept.    3.  "   E.  V.  Gerhart       "           "      to  Oct.  1.  '88 175  00 

6.  "   8.  M.  Taylor's  bill,  coal  oil  and  brooms 1  40 

••      13.  •*    F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.  salaij  to  Oct.  1,  '88 100  00 

*•      18.  «•  J.  Bausman,  Trees.  F.  &  M.  Col 60  00 

*•      18.  ••   Klopp  legacy  int.  to  Oct.  1, '88 40  00 

"      18.  "   Postage,  stamps,  etc 6  00 

Oct     1.  ••   Treasurer's  salary  to  Oct.  1/88 100  00 


96,694.42 
Amount  Dr.  brought  forward 5,845.07 


Oet.1,  *88  Amount  due  Trees,  is f  1.849.86 
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The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treas.  account  and 
compared  his  Touchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Chas.  Santbe,  \  n^^ifi** 
October  4, 1883.  A.  G.  Rbnihokb,  /  "^"**««- 

LIBBABT  FUITD 

John  B.  Roth,  Treaturer  of  Theological  Seminary,  in  account  vfith  Libaary  Fund. 

1882.  DR. 

Principal ?2,069.96 

Sept.  28.    To  balance  due  per  account $72  03 

Nov.  20.    Tolnt.  rec*dof  Jno.  Meily  toApril  1,  82 90  00 

"      11.     •«  "  P.  Fisher's  Exrs 80  00 

Oct.      1.    •'  "         E.  J.  Zahm  to  Apr.  1. '83 15  00 

1882.  CR.  $257  03 

Oct.    10.     By  J.  M.  Stoddart's  bill  paid %    600 

"      27.      "   S.  M.  Zahm  &  Ck>.  "           17  46 

"      27.      "  Scribner  &  Sons       *«           2  80 

1888. 

Jan.  18.      "   W.  H.  Roy                 «*           6  80 

"     13.      "   F.  W.  Christern's      "           4  26 

Feb.  19.      "  American  Institute  of  Hebrew 210 

Mar.    2.      **  F.  W.  Christern's  Bill 2  00 

"      23.      "   F.  W.  Christern's      "           2  80 

June    8.      "  J.  M.  Stoddart  &  Co.  bill  paid 6  00 

"      11.      "  S,  M.  Zahm  &  Co.          "          84  00 

«      11.      «  Insurance  charges         <'         6  60 

"      11.      "          "             '*              *'         6  50 

"      20.      **  A.Bendeil'e                   '*         4  82 

"      20.      "  W.  L.  Greene  &  Co.       **         1  60 

Aug.   13.      "   F.  A.  Gast's  bill  paid 6  00 

Sept.  21.      "   C.  R.  Femer      "         7  76 

Oct.      1.      ''  Balance  due 141  26 

$257  03 
Oct.  1,  '83.    To  amount  of  balance  due ^141  26 

8TATEVEHT  OF  SHALTZ  FUKD. 

1882.  Amount  of  principal  is $5,000  00 

Oct.     6.    For  int.  rec.  to  Oct.  1, '82 $275  00 

1883.  May  16.      "  "        Apr.  1.  '88  ... 137  50 

Oct.     1.      "  '*        Oct.   1,  '88 137  60 

$660  00 

1882.  CR. 

Oct.     6.  By  Int  paid  C.  G.  Fisher,  Trs $276  00 

1883.  May,  15.   "        "        C.  G.  Fisher,  "      187  60 

Oct.      1.   «        "        C.  G.  Fisher,  "      137  60 

$560  00 

PITTSBtTBO  PEOP.  FUKD. 

1883.    Oct.  1.    Amount  of  principal  is $1,718  80 
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XVDOWXSHT  PUVD. 

188S.    Oet  1.    Amoant  of  prineip«l  it 169,849  76 

BUILDIHO  FUVD. 

1881    Oct    1.    Amount  of  principal  reported |12,79d  05 

1883.    llaj  10.    John  H.  Heilman's  note  paid 60  00 

«<     10.     Maria  Wanner's  note  paid 40  00 

October  1 ,  1888.  $12,883  06 


The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treasurer's  ao- 
eomits  and  compared  his  Touchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Oct  4, 1888.  A.  G.  RnmNQBa,  /  "'"^«'^- 

THEOLOGICAL  SEVIHAKT  BELIEF  rUITD. 

BecetTed  from  sundry  sources  from  June  llth,  1881,  to  date,  to  meet  deficien- 
cies in  expense  account  of  the  Institution. 

Jane  11.  R«t.  D.  B.  Shuej,  Tr.  Lancaster  Classis |18  09 

8t.  Stephen's  congregation,  Lancsater,  Pa 6  00 

Christ  Ref.  eongr^ption,  Phila. 25  00 

W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  congregation  Selinsgrove 6  56 

J.  W.  LoTO,  Tr.  Westmoreland  Claspis 77  85 

Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Tr.  New  Holland  congregation 8  84 

Salem  Reformed  congregation,  Harrisburg 85  00 

First  Reformed  congregation,  Lancaster 1600 

W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  W.  Susq.  Classis 17  fO 

A.  Bartholomew,  Lehighton 15  00 

C.  A  Shnlti,  Tr.  Zion's  Classis 86  16 

T.  J.  Craig  Tr.  Pittsburg  Synod 21  06 

L.  Markell,  Tr.  Potomac  Synod $50  00  . 

L.  Markell,   «•         "  *•       $50  00  .  100  00 

H.  J.  Myers,  Tr.  Gettysburg  Classis  .   .   .  '. 12  00 

Simon  S.  Miller,  Tr.  MaryUnd  CUssis,  Frederick  Cong.  ...  25  00 

Trinity  Ref.  Cong.,  Columbia,  Lan.  Co.  Pa 5  00 

A.  Bartholomew^  1>.  Mahoning  Charge 10  50 

St.  Stephen's  eongregatioo,  Lancaster,  Pa.    •••.,....  5  00 

W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  W.  Susq.  Classis 8  50 

Baritts  W.  Gerhard,  Tr.  New  Holland  oongrf^ion 8  80 

T.  A.  Hnber,  Tr.  Monroe  Co 20  00 

J.  W.  Pontius,  Zions  Charge  congregation,  St  PauVs  classis  .   .  14  00 

J.  H.  Fannebecker 18  36 

$498  20 
Less  amount  aeooontsd  for  in  former  reports 1^2  00 

Oet  1, 1888.  $866  20 


5.)  Ri^ort  of  the  Board  of  VkUon  of  Theologkdl  Semmary. 

TO  THE  BEVBRESD  8TV0D  OF  THE  UKITED  STATES. 

SapteUd  Brethren  .-—The  undersigned  begs  leare  topresent  the  following  as 
the  aanosl  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at 
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The  followiog  stadents  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class  at  the  opening  of 
the  Seminary,  one  j«ar  ago,  eight  in  nomber :  Oarl  C.  O.  Bets,  Henry  Ditsler, 
Charles  R.  Ferner,  Cyrus  M.  Hartzel,  Wm.  £.  Hay,  Warren  J.  Johnson,  Jona- 
than W.  Miller,  and  Lewis  Reiter. 

Mr.  Femer  was  absent  from  the  Seminary  during  part  of  the  year,  engaged 
in  teaching.  Mr.  Bets  lost  much  time  on  account  of  sickness,  and  finally  witli- 
drew  altogether  from  the  Seminary  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Middle  Class  consisted  of  only  three  students,  the  two  mentioned  in  last 
year's  report,  together  with  Calvin  B.  Heller,  a  former  student  of  the  Seminaiy, 
who  was  admittwi  ad  eundem. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  nine  in  number,  having  completed  the 
course  of  study  in  the  Seminary  prescribed  by  the  Synod,  and  having  sustained 
a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  received 
the  usual  TaUmomal,  setting  forth  these  facts  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Semi- 
nary in  May  last.  Their  names  are  as  follows :  B.  F.  Bausmann,  Qeo.  W.  Ger- 
hard, Daniel  N.  Hamish,  AlAred  P.  Horn,  Chas.  W.  Levan,  D.  B.  Sehneder, 
Frank  W.  Smith,  Adam  S.  Weber,  and  Jairus  A.  Wickert. 

The  whole  number  of  students  in  attendance  during  the  year  was  twenty,  (20} . 

The  examinations  of  the  Senior  Clate  this  year  were  conducted  orally  in  all 
the  branches  of  study  pursued  by  the  class ;  and  of  the  Middle  and  Junior 
classes,  orally  and  in  writing.  They  were  satisfactory,  and  this  order  will  be 
continued  hereafter. 

The  conduct  of  the  students  and  their  progress  in  their  studies  were  satis- 
tisciory.  In  their  meetings  they  sought  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  missions,  and 
to  gain  for  themselves  proper  view9  of  their  future  work,  but  of  the  nine  who 
finished  their  studies,  seven  were  able  to  officiate  both  in  the  English  and  Ger- 
man languages.  Three  of  them  have  taken  charge  of  Missions,  and  the  rest 
are  in  other  pastoral  fields,  occupying  posts  of  usvfiilness. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  last  Spring,  one  of  its  members,  Rev.  C.  H. 
Leinbach,  D.  D.,  an  honored  and  beloved  broiher,  fell  asleep  in  the  Lord,  and 
left  a  vacancy  in  the  Board. 

We  still  regard  the  number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  as  inadequate  to 
meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  Church,  and  would  still  urge  the  Synod  to  con. 
tinue  her  efforts  to  secure  a  larger  number  of  young  men  to  devote  themselves 
to  the  ministry.  *  RespectftiUy  submitted, 

Oct.  11, 1883.  Tqkodobb  Appbl,  Secretary, 


,       e.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education, 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  account  with  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

C&. 

By  Balance  in  Treasury,  Oct.  2,  1883 $856  22 

By  CMh  received  from  Treasurer  of  Tohickon  Classis 115  00 

•*            •*                  *'               East  Pennsylvania  Classis .  ...  810  00 

*'            •'           Klopp  Legacy,  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer ^00 

"            •*            Smaltx  Fund,               •*            "         660  00 

*'            *'            Geriiart  Legacy,  J.  J.  Nissley,  Treasurer  ...  6  00 

By  amount  loaned  Ref.  Church  Publication  Board,  returned  by  Treas.  .  100  00 

By  three  months*  interest  on  same 1  50 

11,978  73 
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Db. 

To  Cuh  paid  beneficiaries  of  East  PennsylTanwGMsia $310  00 

«  *•  Tohickon  Oassis 115  00 

"  **  on  Smslii  Fund 200  00 

•*  •«  on  General  Fond 790  00 

"         BeT.  Dr.  T.  0.  Apple  for  use  of  Japanese  student,  per 

order  of  Dr.  J.  0.  Miller 50  00 

"         Ber.  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple  for  use  of  particular  student  per 

order  of  above 26  00 

"         Rot.  Dr.  T.  AppeU  salary  as  Secretary  of  Board  ....      20  00 

*'         Expenses  of  Treasurer  to  Lancaster 4  26 

"         Balance  in  Treasury 464  47 

$1,978  72 

This  certifies  that  I  hare  examined  the  abore  account  with  accompanying 
Touchers,  and  find  it  to  be  correct.  Thbodokk  Appxl. 


II.  REPORT  ON  THEOLOGICAL  BEMINART. 

The  Standing  jCommittee  on  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  the 
forgoing  reports  had  been  referred,  reported  during  the  session  of 
Saturday.  The  report  was  received,  considered  item  bj  item, 
amended,  then  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  is  as  follows :— > 

The  Committea  on  the  Theological  Seminary  beg  leare  to  offer  the  following 
repoit: — 

The  doeoraeiiis  referred  to  us  are  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  Board  of  Education,  and  of  the 
Bmrd  of  Viaitors. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  we  learn  that  the  Endowment  Fund  is 
$69,349.76,  no  increase  having  been  made  since  the  report  of  last  year ;  that 
the  income  of  the  institution  was  $5846.07,  and  the  disbursements  $6694.42, 
lesTing  a  deficit  or  amount  due  the  Treasurer  of  $1349.85;  and  that  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  deficit  in  the  income,  moneys  from  special  sources  were 
receiTed,  amounting  to  $498.20,  less  $132,  accounted  for  in  former  reports,  or 
1366.20. 

1.  Hence  the  Board  of  Trustees  rep<Nrt  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  special 
aid  from  the  congregations  to  meet  the  current  expenses,  and  request  Synod  to 
leiterale  its  action  requesting  the  different  charges  to  lift  at  least  one  collection 
dnring  the  year  for  the  benefit  of  the  Seminary. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  states  that  twenty  students  were  in 
itteodance  daring  the  year ;  one  of  whom,  bowcTcr,  withdrew  before  the  close. 
At  the  opening  one  year  ago  eight  were  admitted  into  (he  Junior  class  and  one 
ioto  the  5Iiddto  elsM,  increasing  the  number  in  that  class  to  three.  The  stu- 
dents of  the  Senior  class,  nine  in  number,  completed  the  oonrse  of  study ;  seren 
«f  these  are  able  to  preach  in  both  langoages,  and  three  have  taken  charge  of 
suasions. 

2.  A  vacaney  in  the  Board  was  caused  by  the  death  of  Roy.  C.  H. 
Lonbach,  P.  D. 

3.  The  report  complains  of  the  inadequate  number  of  students  in  the  Semi- 
nary to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  church  :  and  therefore  be  it 

kaohid^  Thai  earnest  efforts  be  put  forth  to  induce  talented  young  men  to  • 
prepare  for  the  ministry. 

BespectfoUy  submitted, 

A.  S.  Leiitbach,  Chairman,. 
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XEXBEB8  OOKSTITUTIKG  THE  BOARDS  07  THE  THEOLOGICAL  BSXIirABT 

AT  LAHCA8TEB,  PA. 

Board  of  5fVtf«toM.— Daniel  W.  Qroes,  Edward  J.  Zahm,  John  B.  Roth,  Loais 
Markel,  George  Z.  Kunkle,  Ohaa.  Sanioe,  Henry  Wirt,  Isaac  H.  Kieffer,  William 
J.  Baer,  William  £.  Schmerts,  Owen  L.  Schreiber,  Adam  B.  Wingerd,  Thomas 
J.  Craig,  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  John  Heilman,  Henry  M.  Cocklin,  Aaron  G.  Bennin- 
ger,  Israel  Laucks. 

Board  of  Vuitort. — Rots.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Theodore  Appel,  D.  B., 
Daniel  M.  Wolff,  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D..  Chas.  F.  MoGauley,  D.  D.,  £.  R. 
Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Jos.  H.  Apple,  D.  D.,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D., 
Thos.  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Albert  E.  TnixaL 

In  the  place  of  Rot.  Chas.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  deceased,  Ber.  Chas.  G. 
Fisher,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected. 


ARTKXE  XIV. 

I.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HIS8I0K8. 

The  following  Annual  Report  was  reoeived  from  the  Board  of 
JCissionB  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Srformed  Church  m  the  United  Statea  ; 

Fatheri  and  Brethren  :   We  transmit  to  yoor  RoTerend  body  the  Reports  of 

rthe  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  **  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States."     The  Reports  are  enoouraging.    Our  missionary 

work  is  enlarging,  and  the  people  are  becoming  more  Uberal.    We  earnestly 

solicit  your  renewed  encouragement  of  the  pastors  and  people  in  your  bounds  to 

ithis  iMrk  afithe  Lord.     *'Go  preach  the  Gospel." 

Bespectftiliy  submitted, 

J.  0.  Mtllxr,  Preeident. 

W.  H.  H.  Sktdib,  Secretary, 

TO  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

*l%e  MlowiBg  motion  was  taken  at  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Mia* 
^sions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  held  in  Lancaster  Sept.  17, 
1883. 

Whereas  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
was  organised  In  the  year  1824;  and  whereas,  the  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  its 
work  during  its  entire  history,  therefore 

Re9di»edy  That  this  Board  suggests  to  the  three  Synods  the  propriety  of  ecie* 
brating  the  60th  Anniversary  of  the  Organisation  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and 
of  requesting  the  Synods  to  instruct  the  Classes  within  their  bounds  when  and 
in  what  manner  to  observe  the  Anniversary  and  make  the  occasion  both  inter- 
esting and  profi table  lo 'the  Church  generally. 

The  Synods  eonstituting  .this  Board  are  hereby  uiged  to  pay  the  Mveral  sums 
•Mumed  Ijy  them  lor  the  Washington  Mission. 

W.  H.  H.  Sktdsb,  Secretary. 
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IL  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MISSIONS,  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1882-1888. 

T9tkg  Beteremd  8jfmd§,  of  PUUkur^,  of  the  Pototnae,  and  of  ike  Umiied  SkUei: 

Respected  Bbbthben  : — ^The  Sap^rintendent  of  Minions  hereby  presenta  to 
mr  honorable  bodies  his  Sixth  Annoal  Report  of  the  proeress  and  present  con- 
oitioB  of  the  miasions  under  the  cai^e  of  toe  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
Choieh. 

PS^fKBTLYAinA. 

Grace  C^vreh,  Aston.— Under  the  Board  seren  rears.  Members.  86.  8.  8. 
M^olsrs,  aboat  100.  Baptisms,  21.  Additions,  5.  dontribfitions  for  oenevolent 
oKiefta,  sbont  190.  For  local  objects.  $600.  The  debt,  amonntine  to  $1,600,  was 
ail  paid  nfF  dnring  the  year,  $1,5ti0  or  which  was  the^nerons  rift  of  three  indi- 
Tidoals,  memben  of  the  mother  chnreh  on  8d  street,  &uton.  Tne  property,  now 
free  fiorn  all  encambrance,  is  worth  about  $4,000.  The  mission  dejiends  mainly 
fer  increase  of  memberehip  on  members  of  tne  chnreh  who  move  into  this  part 
of  the  town  firom  the  country,  all  of  whom  should  connect  with  it  at  once.  The 
Bciuhen  are  more  hope  Ail  than  at  anr  prerious  ]>eriod  in  the  history  of  the  mis- 
sHHL  "  Some  time  ago  the  Borough  Council,  havinff  ordered  certain  streets  to  be 
curiied  and  paved,  it  beeame  necessary  for  the  roissTon  to  comply  with  the  notice 
tt  regards  its  property.  The  members  agreed  to  do  the  work  themselves,  and 
for  three  nights  workra  by  torchlight,  digging  trenches  and  putting  in  the  heavy 
nirbtBg.  The  pastor.  Dr.  Heisler,  was  conspicuous  in  the  work,  which  waa  fin- 
iihed  on  Saturdmy  night  amid  great  rejoicinff."  Had  the  work  been  hired  out  it 
voold  have  eoai  the  congregation  in  all  about  $300.  Appropriation  last  year, 
«3oO.    This  yemr,  $250.    Pastor,  D.  Y.  Heialer,  D.D. 

Saiem't  Churehf  CkUaeawina. — Members,  150,  diminished  by  removals  and 
CTMores.  8.  8.  scholars,  20i>.  Baptisms,  27.  Additions,  16.  For  benevolence, 
IM.  Local  objects,  over  $500.  Value  of  property,  f  10,000.  Indebtedness, 
11,250.  The  church  papers,  to  a  certain  extent,  circulated  in  the  fiunilies.  A 
Misriooary  Society  was  started  last  winter,  and  it  has  now  one  hundred  dollars  in 
its  treasury.    An  eifort  was  made  during  the  year  to  strengthen  the  charge  by 


believe  can  be  done  in  this  way  in  a  much  shorter  time.  The  Boud  is  satisfied 
that  they  shoold  have  an  opiwrtunity*  to  make  the  experiment  The  present 
psslor  lias  been  in  the  field  six  yean.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400.  This  year, 
<350.    Pastor,  John  J.  Crist 

Si.  John*s  Church,  Reading,— One  congregation,  organised  in  1871.  Members, 
i^O.  8.  8.  scholars,  450.  Additions,  96.  Baptisms,  60.  Losses,  20.  Cost  of 
property,  $22,000.  Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $S40.  For  benevolence,  $114. 
ror  sahury  and  local  objects^  $2,000.  It  is  expected  that  the  mission  will  be 
itrengthened  by  annexing  to  it  another  congregation  that  worship  at  a  short  dis- 
tsace  in  the  country.  In  any  event  the  mission  hereafter  will  be  self'sustaining. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $100.    This  year,  nothing.    Pastor,  J.  W.  Steinmetz. 

BmUboro. — The  arrangement  referred  to  in  our  last  report  in  regard  to  con* 
B«cting  this  mission  with  other  congregations  was  carried  out  successfully  during 
the  year,  and  the  eongregation  no  longer  needs  any  assists  nee  from  the  Board. 

,  A.  John*e  Ckyrch,  Weei  PhUadetphia.—Uemben,  55.  8. 8.  scholars,  80.  Bap- 
tisas,?.  Additiona,  12.  Losses,  17.  Raised  for  benevolence,  $25.  For  local 
objects,  $457.  Church  papers,  12.  Value  of  church  property,  $6,000.  This  mis- 
(ioo  was  established  in  1865,  and  has  had  an  unfortunate  history.  It  has  had  its 
neccaitLs,  but  it  has  had  aUo  many  reversea  to  encounter.  The  population  upon 
whieh  it  seeks  to  confer  spiritual  blessinas  are  of  a  fluctuating  character,  and 
that,  whilst  it  haa  all  along  been  making  additions  to  its  membership,  it  has  been 
eslled  on  to  meet  many  losses.  The  location  of  the  church  and  the  character  of 
thebnilding  hare,  to  some  extent,  been  a  difficultv  in  its  way.  Neither,  we  pre- 
mae,  was  expeetea  to  become  permanent  During  the  past  year  an  effort  waa  made 
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to  difipose  of  the  propertr  and  to  build  {n  another  place,  in  aooordance  with  the 
adyice  of  the  Board.  Tne  present  indebtedneas  is  $2,4u0,  but  the  interest,  oon- 
tineent  expenses  and  salary  nave  been  paid  up  during  the  past  year  better  than 
ki  former  years,  when  there  was  usually  a  deficit,  and,  as  aVonsequence,  an  an- 
nual increase  in  the  amount  of  indebtedneas.  Under  the  efficient  senrices  of  the 
present  p&stor,  the  progreia  of  the  mission,  if  not  as  rapid  as  we  could  wish,  will^ 
8A  we  believe,  be  solid  and  sure.  Appropriation  last  year,  $500.  This  year,.$oOO. 
Pastor,  J.  P.  Stein. 

Second  Rrformed  Church,  Harruhurg. — Oi^ganized  as  a  mission  in  1864.  Served 
by  the  present  pastor  ten  vears.  Members,  119.  S.  S.  scholara.  230.  Baptisms 
daring  the  year,  10.  Additions,  17.  Losses,  10.  For  benevolence,  $160.  For 
local  ol^ects.  $650.  Chdrch  property  worth  $8,000.  No  indebtedness.  During 
the  period  tlie  present  pastor  has  bleen  serving  this  mission,  he  has  added  174 
members,  of  whom  83  faiave  been  dismissed  or  otherwise  separated  from  the  con- 
gregation. No  progress  has  been  made  in  securing  a  parsonage,  although  the 
matter  is  still  agitated.  Could  this  object  be  accom^ished,  the  mission  would  be 
nearly  or  altogether  self-sustaining.  The  project  of  establishing  a  mission  at 
Steelton,  near  Hajrrisburg.  is  now  in  the  nands  of  a  committee  of  Lancaster 
Classis.  The  prospects  of  organizing  a  congregaUon  and  of  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  at  that  place  are  said  to  be  encouraging.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250. 
This  year,  1200.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Zwinali  Church,  HarrUbwrg, — ^This  misrion  was  doing  well  according  to  our 
report  last  year,  and  we  had  hoped  that  it  was  in  a  fiiir  way  of  becoming  a  weU 
established  congregation ;  but  it  met  with  a  great  affliisdon  in  the  death  of  its 
pastor,  H.  A.  Freidel,  in  January  last.  He  was  an  efficient  pastor,  and  did  much 
to  encourage  the  hopes  and  strengthen  the  fiiith  of  the  people.  After  hb  death, 
the  Board  adopted  measures  to  secure  another  pastor,  but  the  consistory,  on  the 
ground  of  economj,  preferred  to  secure  the  services  of  Kev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  pastor 
of  the  English  mission  at  Harrisburg,  who  has  supplied  the  pulpit  once  a  Sab- 
baUi  for  aoout  six  months,  without  anv  expense  to  the  Board.  This  was  intended 
to  be  a  temporary  arrangement,  and  snould,  we  think,  ^ve  way  to  the  settlement 
of  a  regular  pastor  over  the  mission,  who  may  give  to  it  his  undivided  time  and 
attention.    It  has  suffered  somewhat  in  the  loss  or  removal  of  members,  and  its 

K resent  strength  is  not  as  great  as  it  was  one  year  ago,  when  it  reported  85  mem* 
ers.  The  number  of  S.  S.  scholars  is  also  less.  Value  of  property  about  ISyOcO. 
Indebtedness,  $1,221.  an  apparent  increase  over  that  given  last  year.  For  be- 
nevolence, $12.20.  For  local  objects^  $134.  Interest  received  as  rent  for  the  use 
of  the  lecture-room,  $120.    Appropriation  last  year,  $200.    Vacant 

09/ufn6ia.~Aooording  to  the  expectation  expressed  m  last  year's  report,  the 
mission  at  Columbia  be^me  self-supporting  on  the  first  of  January  last,  and  it  ia 
now  doing  welL 

WiUce»-Barre  Mimion. — At  present,  one  congregation.  Members,  375.  Bap- 
tisms. 63.  S.  S.  scholars,  200.  Additions,  87.  Losses.  S.  For  benevolence,  ^70. 
Looal  objects,  $1,700.  Indebtedness,  $800.  Re<luction  daring  the  year,  $750. 
At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  oonsistory  of  this  church  it  was  resolved  to  relieve 
the  Board  of  all  missionarv  supixtrt  from  October  1, 1^83,  and  also  to  return  the 
thanks  of  the  mission  for  tiic  aiu  extended  by  the  church  at  lar^  to  the  oongre> 
gation.  This  mission  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  Board  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

The  congregation  at  Nanticoke^  formerly  a  part  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  mission, 
dedicated  its  new  chnrch  during  tne  past  year  and  secured  for  itself  a  pastor  of  ito 
own,  promising  to  support  him  without  further  aid  from  the  church.  Said  min^ 
ister  na^  not  yet  eonnected  himself  with  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  as  wea 
expected,  and  the  Classis  appointed  a  committee  to  look  after  its  interests  in  the 
congregation,  whieh  belongs  to  Classis,  and  was  constitnted  a  distinct  cbai^ge  at 
its  List  annual  meeting. 

The  mission  at  Plymouth,  which  also  grew  out  of  the  Wilkea-Barre  mission,  is 
•till  under  the  efficient  oare  of  Pastor  S.  C.  Meckel,  and  receiTing  from  the  Classis 
$80(1,  as  missionary  support.  It  has  at  present  75  members,  a  good  Sunday  School, 
and  a  neat  chapel  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  whieh,  with  the  lot,  cost  $2,500,  and 
is  all  paid  for.    Its  prospects  are  encouraging.    Pastor,  F.  K.  Levan. 

Lock  Savcn  ifiwton.~«Two  congregations,  St.  Lake's  and  St.  John's.    Mem- 
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ben,  1$0.  S.  8.  tcboUra,  100.  Bftptisms,  6.  Additions,  26.  Lossei,  5.  For 
beocToleooe,  *62.  For  local  purposes^  $1,800,  of  which  $860  were  paid  for  the 
redoction  of  the  indebtedness  and  repairs.  The  amoant  of  indebtedness  unpaid 
is  ^500, — ^incurred  by  necessary  repairs  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  which, 
hoverer,  will  be  paid  in  at  an  early  day.  Value  of  property,  at  least,  $5,000. 
The  pastor  has  been  in  this  field  for  six  rears,  daring  wnicii  it  nas  made  encoar- 
aging  DToeress,  and  its  prospects  for  ttie  future  are  encouraging.  During  the 
ipring  lie  banded  in  his  resignation  to  the  Board  and  the  Clarals,  to  take  effect 
oo  the  1st  of  Joly  last,  but  remained  at  his  post  as  a  suppW  until  a  succesBor  was 
seeiued.  The  fiSer.  Q.  W.  Gerhard,  licentiate,  was  elected  by  the  congref^tion 
and  eommissioned  by  the  Board  to  take  his  plAoe.  who  enterea  upon  his  duues  on 
the  let  of  September,  with  good  prospects  or  nsenilness  before  him.  The  thanks 
of  the  eharoi  are  due  to  Mr.  Stalir  for  his  selfnienying  labors  in  rallying  this 
mission,  and  with  the  help  of  God,  in  establishing  it  on  a  good  foundation.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $300.    This  year,  $280.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Gerhard. 

St.  Jokm*$  Ckurch,  Wiliiamspori. — This  is  a  new  minion,  organised  in  the 
spttng  of  1682.  but  not  supplied  with  a  paakor  until  the  bej^inning  of  the  current 
year.  As  botn  the  German  and  the  En^ish  portions  of  the  old  congregation 
■eeded  more  preaching,  an  amicable  division  was  effected  more  than  a  year  ago. 
The  Germans  retained  tne  old  church,  but  agreed  to  give  the  English  $1,500  for 
the  erection  of  a  new  church  for  themselves.  The  Olanis  of  West  SuMuehanna 
promised  to  give  an  equal  amount.  Thus  encouraged  the  congregation  nave  pnr^ 
thased  ground  and  expect  to  lay  the  comer-stone  of  their  new  church  during  the 
wesent  month.  Its  prospects  are  encouraging.  Members,  7J.  8.  8.  scholars,  90. 
Baptisms,  S.  Additions.  28.  Losses,  2.  For  benevolence,  $56.  For  local  ob- 
jects, $1,^)0.  The  memoeiB  and  the  pastor  have  shown  eners^y  and  activity  in 
pntluug  forward  this  new  enterprise,  and  with  the  divine  blessing  have  the  pros- 
pects in  seeing,  at  no  distant  day,  their  efforts  crowned  with  success.  Two 
ebordieB  are  needed  in  Williamsport,  and  both  have  started  out  with  a  new  life 
and  a  new  spirit  The  appropriation  is  $300,  one-half  of  which  is  paid  b^  the 
CUflais,  and  the  other  by  this  Board.  Appropriation  this  year,  $150.  Assisted 
by  Claaais,  $150.    Pastor,  J.  8.  Wagner. 

Zion*»  Refcmud  Church,  Stroudiburg. — During  the  past  year  the  pastor  in 
charge  was  requested  by  tlie  Classis  to  supply  several  vacant  congregations  in  the 
eonntry,  and  this,  with  the  £act  that  he  had  to  be  absent  frequently  to  collect 
monev  in  other  charges  for  the  erection  of  a  new  churchy  prevented  him  from 
preaching  at  Stroudsburg  as  regularly  as  he  desired.  His  aaaiences  in  the  court- 
not&se,  however^  increased  rather  than  diminished,  when  he  was  at  home  and  able 
to  preach  for  his  pneople.  Thus  far  he  has  secured  $2,726  for  the  new  church,  to 
wluch  additions  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  as  the  money  is  needed.  The 
whole  coet  of  the  church  will  not  exceed  $5,000,  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
that  when  it  is  finished  there  will  be  little  or  no  indebtedness  resting  on  it. 
Ground  has  been  broken,  and  the  building  will  go  up  yet  this  fall,  but  will  not 
probablv  be  finished  until  next  spring.  It  is  proper  to  ad(i  that  the  missionary  bos 
met  witn  a  generous  encouragement  and  a  lioeral  help  in  the  different  charges  in 
the  Classis  which  he  thus  fiir  has  been  able  to  visit.  Members^  40.  Baptisms,  8. 
Xo  S.  school  as  yet  organised  Contributions  mostly  made  for  the  erection  of 
aehnrrh.  Prospects  encouraging.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  This  year, 
^75.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Kersohner. 

The  Bangor  Mimon. — This  mission,  consisting  of  two  or  three  congregations  in 
Nortliarapton  conntr,  separated  from  the  Mt.  Bethel  congregation,  was  constituted 
a  new  charge  at  its  last  annual  meeting  and  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Board 
as  a  mismon  for  the  present.  The  ground  had  oeen  prepared  for  this  result  by  Dr. 
Hibsehman,  by  whose  efforts  the  congregation  at  Bangor  was  organized,  and  sup- 
Mied  as  long  aa  he  remained  in  the  field.  A  pastor  has  been  secured,  but  the 
board  thus  far  has  received  no  report  of  the  progress  of  the  mission.  Appropria- 
tion, $- — .     Pastor,  J.  G.  Neff. 

Ead  JSjidf  JVilkinsburg. -^Two  congregations.  Members,  125.  8.  8.  scholars, 
150.  Baptiams.  5.  Additions,  22.  Losses  and  erasures,  19.  For  benevolence, 
$75.  For  local  objects,  $1,178.  Value  of  property.  $8,500.  Debt,  $1,350,  last 
ycAT  11  850.    Two  students  for  the  ministry.    Chufcn  papers,  166.    A  new  organ 
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pDrchased  dnring  the  year.  There  is  a  ''sociable"  in  one  oongresiition,  and  a 
"  mite  society  '*  in  the  other,  both  of  which  add  to  their  income.  The  miaraons 
progress  fiivorably.  Appropriation  last  year,  $500.  This  year,  $450.  Pastor,  J. 
W .  iCnappenberger. 

OrbUonia  Jfiwion,  Huniingdon  Cb.^Under  the  Board  seren  years.  Three  con- 
gregations, all  now  supplied  with  good  substantial  ehnit^  buildings.  Members,  98. 
8.9.  8.,  88.  Baptisms,!.  Additions,  6.  BaiMd  for  benevolence,  $61.  For  local 
objects,  $1,950.  Value  of  church  property.  $S,SOO.  The  debt  on  the  new  church 
at  Shirley  is  about  $200.  It  was  aedicatea  last  spring  amidst  general  rdjoicing, 
and  it  has  inspired  the  congregatioa  with  new  courage,  &ith  and  seal.  The  mis- 
sion is  making  gradual  progress  spiritually  and  finoncially.  But  it  needs  a  par- 
sonage, and  this  would  be  an  important  step  towards  its  beoomingself-sustainmg. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $150.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  C.  H.  Beiter. 

Sulphur  SprinoB  MutiUm,  Btdford  Oo. — Under  the  Board  since  1876.  Three 
congregations.  Members,  1,940.  Last  year,  1558.8.8.  Baptisms,  82.  Additions, 
50.  Losses,  8.  Erasures,  35.  For  benevolence,  $79.  For  local  objects,  $414. 
Value  of  property,  $8,000.  A  small  debt  of  $75  paid  off  durimp  the  year.  The 
additions  during  the  year  were  encouraging,  but  not  of  such  a  cnaiacter  as  to  add 
materially  to  the  financial  strength  of  the  cnarge.  There  has  been  also  a  ^neral 
waking  up  in  this  field,  but  much  remains  to  be  done.  A  ^ood  beginning  has 
been  pade,  and  in  the  direction  of  self-support.  Ai^yropriation  last  year,  $200. 
This  year,  $150.    Pastor,  £.  H.  Dieffenbacher. 

Duncawnon. — ^Durin^  the  past  year  an  old  oongregatinn  has  been  resuscitated 
and  the  charge  in  this  way  strengthened.  Under  its  new  pastor  it  has  been 
makin^i  encouraging  progress.  The  members  are  active,  and  are  at  present  engoged 
in  repairing  two  of  the  churches,  one  at  Dnncannon  and  the  other  at  Mar^sviUe. 
Congregations^  three.  Members,  121.  8.  8.  scholan,  100.  Baptisms  during  the 
year,  8.  Additions,  19.  Losses,  9.  Original  cost  of  property,  4,000.  Present 
value  about  the  same.  For  benevolence  and  local  objects,  $510.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $200.    This  year,  $175.    Pastor,  J.  R.  Lewis. 

Shenajidaah. — ^No  reports  of  any  kind  have  been  received  from  this  mission 
during  the  year,  and  we  have  had  no  means  of  judging  in  regard  to  its  progress. 
Vfe  understand  that  the  pastor  has  left  the  field  and  that  it  is  thought  that  the 
misirion  will  be  self-sustaining  after  the  present  year.  A  new  pastor  has  been  se- 
cured.   Appropriation  last  year  $300.    No  appropriation. 

St,  JohrCi  Chure\  Johnstown, — One  oong^regation.  Under  the  Board  three 
years.  Members,  9  4,  last  year,  77.  8.  8.  8.,  125.  Baptisms,  14.  Additions,  17. 
Losses,  7.  For  local  and  Mnevolent  objects,  S379.94.  value  of  property,  $3,000. 
No  debt.  A  small  amount  of  money  in  interest  to  put  up  a  new  church  in  a  more 
central  part  of  the  town,  as  the  present  building  is  becoming  too  small,  and  not 
convenient  for  some  persons  who  would  like  to  attend  its  services.  The  mission 
ought  to  have  a  parsonage  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  this  would  be  a  long  stride 
towards  self-support  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  of  the  8ynod 
is  directed  to  ic  as  a  matter  worthy  of  attention.  Appropriation  last  year,  $450. 
This  year,  $400.    Pastor,  W.  H.  Bates. 

St,  Lui^i,  Lancaster. — Organised  in  Jan.  1879,  with  8  members.  Members,  59. 
8.  8.  8.,  225.  Baptisms,  IS.  AddiUons,  12.  Erasures,  12.  Contributed  ibr  be- 
nevolence, $18.46.  Local  objects,  $325.  Value  of  property,  $2,850.  No  debC 
Chu  rch  publications  subscribed  for,  243.  Length  ofpastorate  3  years  and  3  months. 
One  of  tne  original  members  of  the  mission,  Eider  B.  F.  Bailsman,  always  &ithfnl 
as  a  member,  and  efficient  and  active  as  a  worker,  retires  at  this  time  to  become 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Shepherdstown,  West  Virginia,  The  mission  regrets  his 
separation,  and  will  miss  him  very  much  in  its  work ;  yet  it  n^oioes  that  it  can 
send  one  so  worthy  into  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry.  The  erection  of  the 
present  chapel  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  his  energy,  combined  with  that  of 
the  first  pastor.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  This  year,  $300.  Pastor.  W.  F. 
Lichliter. 

(herton,  Bradford  Oo, — Congregations,  3.  Members,  160.  8.  8.  scholars,  120. 
Baptisms,  10.  8ome  additions  by  certificate.  Other  statistics  not  given.  The 
congregation  at  Elkland  is  at  present  putting  up  a  new  church,  26  by  %)  fieet,  with 
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a  MeejiJe.  which  is  to  cott  about  1800,  for  which  upwards  of  $600  have  been  lecared 
aoKHig  the  members,  which  is  doing  well  M  thej  are  few  and  in  limited  circum* 
etaooes.  The  oongr^iation  at  Overton  had  resolved  to  put  up  another  church  in 
the  place  of  the  ohl  one  during  the  year,  but  were  not  able  to  agree  in  regard  to 
the  plan,  and  so  the  |>roject  has  been  postponed  for  the  present  It  has,  however. 
SQQceeded  in  purchasing  a  new  organ  for  the  old  church,  which  has  been  all  paid 
lor.  The  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace  is  good,  and  the  mission  is  making  a 
Bteadj  progreaa.    Appn^riation  last  year,  $150.    This  year,  $150.    Pastor,  C.  J3. 

Latnbe,  Waimoreland  0>.— Congregations,  2.  Members,  140.  S.  S.  scholars, 
7b.  Baptisma,  11.  Additions.  18.  For  benevolence,  $36.  Local  objects,  $900. 
IndebCcdneaa,  $1,325.  Reduction  during  the  year,  $525.  Under  the  Board  five 
yean.  The  assistance  extended  to  thw  strusgling  mission  by  the  Pittsbuii;  Board 
m  reducing  its  indebtedness  has  had  a  gooaeffeot  and  given  it  a  new  impulse  to 
BCiengthen  the  things  that  renaain.  It  is  advancing  towards  the  point  of  self-sup- 
port.   Appropriation  last  year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.    Pastor,  S.  H.  Eiseoberg. 

Shartm,  Mercer  Co  — This  mission  tried  to  become  self-sUpporting  during  the 
past  year,  but  the  pastor  had  to  make  extreme  self-denial,  and  it  was  necessanr 
that  partial  relief  should  be  extended  to  him  from  the  dassis.  Hereafter  he  will 
receive  assifitance  from  the  Pittsburg  Synod.  The  members  of  the  church  made  a 
strenuous  effort  to  pay  off  a  large  indebtedness  in  which  they  were  successful,  and 
hence  could  not  do  as  much  for  their  pastor  as  they  wished. 

Kern  QuUe. — The  diiBcnlties  in  this  mi«»ion  referred  to  in  our  last  report  con- 
tinuint;  to  operate  against  the  pastor's  usefulness,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  with- 
draw ^m  tne  field,  his  resignation  taking  effect  on  the  1st  of  January  last.  The 
mission  was  supplied  with  preaching  for  several  months  by  the  Bev.  McConnel, 
irader  the  direction  of  the  Pittsbui^  Board  until  a  pastor  could  be  secured.  He, 
however,  withdrew  some  time  in  the  spring  and  since  then  this  mission  has  been 
vacant.  The  effort,  however,  is  still  m  progress  to  secure  a  |>astor,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  be  crowned  with  success.  The  property  of  this  mission  is  worth  no 
lea  than  $4,000.  The  debt  resting  on  it  is  about  $\ ,000  for  half  of  which  provision 
has  been  made  in  the  way  of  pleoges  or  subscriptions.  In  the  absence  or  a  pastor 
these  subscriptions  have  not  been  paid,  probaoly  because  they  were  not  urged. 
Appropriation,  #450.    This  year  the  same.    Vacant. 

Marietta  Miition.  LancaHer  Co. — As  quite  a  n amber  of  German  fhmilies  were 
vtlling  to  connect  themselves  with  this  mission,  provided  they  could  be  supplied 
with  services  every  two  weeks,  it  became  neccessary  during  the  year  to  detach  the 
ifaytown  congregation  from  it,  so  that  it  might  eiyoy  the  exclusive  services  of  a 
pastor.  During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  it  was  vacant,  but  it  was  supplied  b^ 
a  eommittee  of  Lancaster  classis.  In  the  spring  it  secured  a  pastor  from  Semi- 
nary, who  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  first  of  June  last.  Under  the  new  ar- 
rangement the  minion  has  been  doing  well,  and  shows  an  increase  of  liberality. 
The  Classis  avists  in  the  support  of  the  pastor.  Organised  in  1881.  One  con* 
irregation.  Member*,  88.  S.  S.  8..  00.  Bafytisma,  19.  Additions,  21.  Losses, 
18.  A  union  church  for  different  aenominataons,  worth  $3^000.  Amount  raised 
for  benevolence  and  local  olirjects,  about  $200.  Appropriation,  $100.  Pastor,  D. 
B.  Sehneder. 

TUmetta,  JFbrreat  Co. — ^The  difficulties  in  this  mission  referred  to  in  our  last  re- 
port, not  having  been  adjusted,,  and  continuing  to  operate  against  the  pastor's 
Bsefulness,  he  felt  that  it  would  oe  best  for  him  to  leave  the  field,  and  accordingly 
he  withdrew  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  This  field  is  worthy  of  attention,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  Providence  may  open  the  way  at  some  ftoture  day  for  the  location 
ot  a  Shepherd,  who  may  gather  together  the  Lord's  flocks  ana  save  them  from 
the  attacKs  of  the  arch  enemy.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year,  $250. 
Vacant. 

DvhoiM,  ClearfiM  Co. — ^The  pastor  in  this  mission  has  been  active  during  the 
past  year  supplying  two  of  his  congregations  with  suitable  church  buildings,  and 
m  this  he  has  been  successful.  Both  churches  are  now  nearly  or  quite  ready  for 
oonseera^on.  In  order  to  secure  the  means  to  pay  for  them  it  became  necessary 
for  faim  to  visit  other  charges,  and  to  collect  firom  houM  to  house.    He  met  with 
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encouragement  wherever  he  went  The  members  of  the  mi«aion  contributed 
liberally  for  their  circnmstanees,  an<l  it  is  thought  that  if  anj  debt  should  be  in- 
cnrred,  it  will  not  be  too  onerous  for  them  to  bear.  Under  theiie  cireumstances 
the  pastor  was  not  able  to  devote  as  much  of  his  time  to  building  up  the  spiritual 
interests  of  the  coneregation  as  he  could  have  wished.  He  hopes,  however,  that 
now,  as  they  hare  houses  of  their  own  in  which  they  can  worsnip,  his  labors 
among  them  will  be  ftcilitated  and  be  attended  with  a  larger  increase.  During 
the  year  the  Olassis  separated  one  of  the  congregations  from  the  mission,  so  that 
it  might  be  supplied  with  German  services,  but  it  seems  nevertheless,  to  be 
stronger  at  present  then  it  was  one  year  ago.  It  has  been  a  mission  for  about  a 
year  and>a-nalf,  and  it  has  made  an  encouraging  degree  of  progress.  Congrega- 
tions, 2.  Members,  60.  B.  S.  Scholars,  45.  Additions,  8.  Benevolence,  $50. 
Collected  in  the  mission  and  elsewhere  for  new  churches,  12,500.  Appropriation 
last  year,  NOO.    lliis  year,  $350.    Pastor,  D.  H.  Leader. 

MoutzdaJe,  Clearfidd  0>. — One  congregation.  Members  at  present,  42.  Two 
years  ago,  when  the  mission  was  started,  there  were  eighteen  members.  S.  S.  8., 
25.  Baptisms,  9.  Additions,  17.  Losses,  8.  For  benevolence,  f  14.  For  local 
objects,  $1145,  which  was  expended  for  the  erection  of  a  parsonage,  which  is  paid 
for.  for  pastors  sala^  and  improvements  about  the  church.  The  greater  part  of 
this  amount  came  frora  citizens  of  Houtzdale  and  vicinity.  Present  value  of 
church  property,  $2000.  The  eost  of  the  church  building,  $400,  and  of  the  parson- 
age, $800.  The  mission  is  making  encouraging  progress.  It  should,  however,  if 
IKMsible,  be  connected  with  one  or  more  ouUving  mission  points;  thu  would  aa- 
sist  in  making  it  self-sustaininsr  at  an  earlier  oay.  Appropriation  last  year,  $350. 
This  year,  $300.    Pastor,  C.  W.  E.  Siegel. 

Meyeradole  Charge.  Somerset  Co. — Organized  in  1881.  Congregations,  2.  Mem- 
bers, 340.  S.  S.  S.,  about  100.  Baptisms,  3.  Additions,  42.  Leases,  8.  For  be- 
nevolence, $208  20.  For  congregational  purposes,  $2280.  Value  of  property, 
$3000.  Debt,  $70,  to  be  paid  yet  this  fall.  Beduction  of  indebtedness,  about 
$1400.  Probably  self-supporting  in  the  course  of  another  year.  Appropriation 
last  year,  $175.    This  year.  $120.     Pastor,  J.  M.  Schick. 

WUTs  Creek  Miaeion,  SomeraU  Cb.— Under  the  Board  since  Oct  1,  1881.  Four 
congregations.  Members,  217.  Sunday  SchoWs,  3.  Scholars,  125.  Baptisms, 
22.  Additions,  17.  Losses  6.  Benevolent  contributions,  $80.  Congregational 
purposes,  $424.  Indebtedness,  $450.  Two  of  the  congregations  suppli^  them- 
selves with  organs  during  the  year.  This  charge  is  spread  over  a  large  extent  of 
territory,  mostly  in  mountainous  districts;  the  labors  of  the  missionary  are 
arduous,  but  such  sections  of  country  are  generally  less  abundantly  supplied  with 
the  means  of  grace,  and  the  people  to  that  extent  usually  appreciate  their  privi- 
leges. As  the  mission  grows,  it  ought  to  be  divided,  or  some  new  arrangement 
made  in  the  contiguous  chazges.  Appropriation  last  year,  $140.  This  year,  $115. 
Pastor,  S,  T.  Wagner. 

McKeetpori  MUtUm. — This  mission,  started  a  little  ever  one  year  ago,  oonsista 
of  two  oouffreffations,  one  at  MoKee8|)ort  and  the  other  at  Turtle  Creek,  in  AUe- 
l^heny  Co.,  ootn  of  which  were  organised  in  October  last  Members,  71.  Bap- 
tisms, 10.  Additions,  30.  Losses,  7.  The  pastor  has  been  punctual  in  filling  all 
his  appointments,  but  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  devoting  a  large  pordon 
of  his  time  to  the  work  of  securing  the  means  for  the  erection  of  churches  for 
his  congregation.  Thus  &r  he  has  secured  enough  money  to  buy  a  lot  and  to 
erect  a  church  at  Turtle  Creek  without  any  debt,  and  the  corner-stone  has  just 
recently  been  laid.  He  has  a  balance  in  hand  for  the  church  at  McKeesport,  but 
as  he  has  alreadjr  canvassed  the  charges  which  were  opened  to  him,  he  desires 
the  Board  to  assist  him,  in  some  way  in  obtaining  additional  funds  to  erect  a 
second  church  at  McKeesport,  during  the  coming  year.  The  Board  allows  him 
to  go  forward  and  collect  money  wherever  the  people  are  willing  to  give.  The 
mission  is  making  encouraging  progress — ^greater  than  was  expected  when  it  was 
commenced.  Appropriation  last  year,  $500.  This  year,  $500.  Pastor,  H.  D. 
Darbaker. 

Trinii^  Mvuiont  SeoUd'aUy  Westmoreland  Co. — ^After  our  last  annual  report  of 
this  mission  was  rendered  it  seemed  to  be  making  favorable  progress  for  the  first 
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mx  months,  when  the  pastor  withdrew  irregularly  to  another  denomination. 
Binee  then  the  mission  has  been  vacant.  The  statistical  report  may  therefore 
nnt  be  qnite  eonplete.  One  congregation.  Members  re{)orted  last  year,  60.  S. 
K  Schoutfs  this  year,  48.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions.  5.  Contribntions  for  benevo- 
knee,  $17.  For  local  objects  as  far  as  ascertainea,  aboat  $500.  Value  of  prop- 
ertr,  $4350.  The  eharch  underwent  some  repairs,  costing  $350,  which  were  paid 
for.  The  Board  condemn  the  irregular  conduct  of  this  missionary.  Appro- 
priadoti  last  year,  $150.    This  year,  $150.    Vacant. 

Mcrtcr  HitHon. — This  is  a  new  mission,  consisting  of  two  congregations,  located 
in  the  south-eastern  part  of  Mercer  County,  with  some  70  or  80  members.  The 
Ber.  J.  J.  Pennepacker  took  charge  of  it  on  the  first  of  January  last,  and  in  his 
last  quarterly  report  dated,  June  30th,  he  spoke  favorably  of  its  progress  and 
prospecta.  He  had  just  held  his  communion,  and  some  wlio  had  become  estran- 
ged from  the  church  took  their  place  at  the  Lord's  table.  One  member  had  been 
received  by  baptism,  one  by  confirmation,  one  by  renewal  of  proftession,  and  sev- 
eral infiHita  were  baptized.  New  church  oflicers  had  been  elected  and  installed ; 
the  Snnday -schools  had  both  been  o|)ened,  with  25  scholars  in  the  one,  and  50^ in 
the  other;  the  attendance  at  worship  and  the  benevolence  of  the  people  were 
both  improving ;  and  generally  thinjp  in  the  mission  were  working  regularly 
and  hannonioaslv.  But  soon  after  this  report  was  written  Brother  Pennepacker 
was  overtaken  with  a  severe  afBiction  in  his  head,  resulting  in  partial  paralysis, 
which  may  incapacitate  him  from  further  pastoral  labors  ror  some  time  to  come. 
He  is  entitled  to  our  deepest  sympathies  and  our  earnest  prayers,  that  his  life  and 
usiefulneM  may  be  spared  to  the  church.  Appropriation,'  $100  Pastor,  J.  J. 
Pennepacker. 

Sl.  SUpKen^M  Reformed  Church  of  Reading. — For  some  time  past  a  movement 
has  been  oo  foot  to  establish  an  English  mission  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city 
of  Reading,  which  move  has  the  prospect  of  being  successful.  The  members  of 
Beformed  churches  in  the  city  purchased  the  ground  for  a  church,  and  on  the 
first  Sunday  in  September  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  building  was  laid.  The 
building  is  to  be  of  brick,  35  by  75  feet  and  is  to  be  handsomely  arranged  in  the 
interior.  All  the  expenses  are  to  be  paid  by  tlie  Reading  churches.  The  Rev. 
Calvin  S  Gerhard  has  been  commissioned  to 'take  charge  of  this  new  interest,  and 
Providence  permitting,  will  enter  upon  this  now  field  of  labor  about  the  bcgin- 
niogof  Xovember.  Tnere  is  room  for  more  Reformed  churches  in  Roadingj  as 
her  population  is  increasing  rapidlv,  and  Reformed  people  are  constantly  moving 
into  the  city  from  the  country.  With  Mr.  Gerhard's  pastoral  experience  and 
ability  as  a  'preacher,  it  will  not  be  long,  it  is  believed,  before  this  new  movement 
resalts  in  a  flourishing  and  useful  chureh  of  the  Ijord  Jusns  Christ.  The  larger 
portion  of  the  nlary  needed  for  the  support  of  the  pastor  will  be  raised  by  the 
fci^tTtg  dinrchea.    Appropriadon,  $300.    Pastor,  Calvin  S.  Gerhard. 

TIBOI5IA. 

1ftncA€a<«r.— Congregations,  2;  members,  tl2;  Sunday-school  scholars,  50: 
baptkms,  7 ;  additions,  9 :  losses.  5 ;  for  benevolence,  $20 ;  for  congregational 
purposes,  $420 ;   value  or  chureh  property,  15,000 ;  indebtedness,  $500.    In  the 


BBOBth  of  Attgnat  the  comer  stone  of  St.  Paul's  Reformed  chapel,  five  and  a  half 
mites  frtun  Winchester,  was  laid,  and  the  occasion  was  said  to  be  of  a  very  inter- 
esting character.  The  building  will  be  dedicated  in  November,  most  probably 
without  any  debt.  It  is  believed  that  a  flourishing  congregation  will  be  the  re- 
sult of  this  undertaking.  It  bevins  with  from  15  to  20  members,  which  it  is 
thought  will  steadily^  increase.  Another  chapel  will  probably  be  erected  in  this 
field  daring  the  coming  year,  which  will  help  also  to  strengthen  the  charge.  Ap- 
propriatioii  last  year,  $250;  this  year,  $250.    Pastor,  A.  R.  Kremer. 

MiddUbrooky  Au^utta  Cb.— Organised  in  1882.  Congregations,  2.  Memben, 
75.  Baptisms,  20.  Sunday-scholars,  130.  Additions,  23.  Losses,  — .  For  be- 
nevoleace,  $40.  For  loeal  objects,  $300.  Value  of  property,  $2,800.  Indebted- 
ness, $300.  Progress  encouraging.  About  to  erect  a  parsonage.  In  addition  to 
the  two  ooDgregations  served  bv  the  missionary,  he  nas  two  preaching  points, 
where  the  attendance  is  always  large.  Appropna^on  last  year,  $150.  This  year, 
$150.   Pastor,  8.  L.  Whitmore. 
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^  Mint  Spring  Miuion, — OmLniced  in  1882.  Supplied  with  a  pastor  for  the  first 
time  in  tn'e  month  of  March  last.  Hembeni.  134.  Sunday-school  scholars,  60.  Bap- 
tisms, 8.  Additions,  5.  Losses,  2.  Value  of  property,  $3,500.  Indebtedness,  about 
$210.  Contributed  for  pastor's  salary  and  benevolence  thus  far,  $85.  The  mission 
consists  at  present  of  only  one  congregation,  the  St.  John's  church,  near  Middle- 
brook.  No  congr^^tion  has  as  yet  ^en  ornmuEed  at  the  Mint  Spring  Church, 
which  was  put  up  and  nearly  or  ouite  paid  for  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  expected 
however,  that  a  conj^regation  will  oe  formed  at  this  latter  point  at  no  distant  day. 
When  this  is  once  efi*ected  the  way  will  be  open  to  make  the  charge  self-support- 
ing. The  mission  has  been  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  an  efficient  paa- 
tor,  and  it  devolves  on  the  members  to  co-operate  with  him  in  carrying  forward 
the  interests  of  Christ's  kingdom  to  a  suoeeasful  issue.  Appropriation,  $150. 
Pastor,  E.  Welty,  M.  D. 

MUk  Creek  Miuior^  Jiockingham  Co.,  Va, — ^A  new  mission,  organised  one  year 
ago,  with  two  conj^regations.  Members,  96.  Sunday-school  sonolare,  over  100. 
Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  7.  Losses,  2.  For  benevolence,  $50.  For  local  objfscts, 
$700.  Value  of  property,  $4,500.  JPreseut  indebtedness,  $250.  Bednction  of  in* 
debtedness,  $450.  A  parsonage  is  in  process  of  erection  at  Mt.  Jackson,  and  as 
soon  as  this  is  finished,  which  will  be  the  case  in  a  few  months,  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  put  up  a  chapel  near  bv,  when  a  new  congregation  will  be  organised. 
The  ground  for  this  purpose  has  Men  secured.  The  pastor  preaches  at  two  mis- 
sion points,  where  he  is  meeting  with  encouragement  In  Grace  church,  his 
principal  congregation,  he  has  a  class  of  thirty  catechumens  under  instruction, 
many  of  whom  will  soon  be  ready  for  admission  into  the  church.  The  pastor  ia 
encouraged  by  the  cordial  co-operation  of  his  members,  who  show  a  disposition 
to  assist  him  in  making  the  charge  self-sustaining  at  no  distant  day.  Appropria- 
tion, $150.    This  year,  the  same.    Pastor,  Geo.  A.  Whitmore. 

2%niJberviile  Minion^  Rockingham  Cb.,  Va, — Organized,  Oct,  1882.  Served  by 
the  present  pastor  since  the  beginning  of  June  last  Two  congregations.  Mem- 
bers, about  90.  Sunday-school  scholars,  30.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  1.  One 
church  building  in  the  country,  worth  $1,000.  The  church  building  at  Timber- 
Tille  commenced  three  yean  ago,  is  now  under  roof,  and  is  to  be  finished  yet  this 
fiiUl,  without  any  debt,  as  is  expected.  The  missionary  expects  ta  establish 
preaching  points  contiguous  to  his  present  field,  wherever  it  is  deemed  advisable, 
so  as  to  strengthen  his  charge.  Tne  salary  is  $300,  of  which  one  hundred  ia 
pledged  by  the  Board.    Appropriation,  $100.    Pastor,  C.  W.  Snmmey. 

HarriavilU  Mist  ion. — Two  congregations,  the  St  John's  and  the  St  Stephen's, 
having  been  separated  from  the  n^»dstock  charge  by  the  Classis  of  Virginia  at 
its  late  meeting,  were  formed  into  separate  charges  and  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  Board  as  a  mission,  the  Classis  agreeing  to  assist  in  the  support  of  a  pastor, 
provided  the  Board  would  make  a  small  appropriation.  To  this  the  Board 
agreed ;  but  thus  fiir  no  pastor  has  been  secured  to  take  charge  of  it  Appro- 
priation, $50. 

Roanoke. — Efforts  were  made  during  the  year  to  establish  a  mission  at  this 
place.  The  Classis  of  Virginia  obligated  themselves  to  raise  $.^K)0  for  the  support 
of  a  missionary,  and  the  Board  agreed  to  make  an  appropriation  of  $300  addi- 
tional firom  its  treasury  for  the  same  purpose.  A  competent  person  had  agreed 
to  take  chai^ge  of  the  mission,  but  his  Classis  would  not  allow  him  to  leave  hia 
present  charge,  and  thus  the  Board  and  the  Classis  were  both  defeated  for  the 
present  in  their  efforts  to  supply  this  field  with  a  missionary,  which  is  a  matter 
of  deep  regret.  It  is  a  field  that  ought  to  be  occupied  by  oar  church  at  an  earlj 
day.    Appropriation,  $800.    Vacant 

St,  Johns,  Wyoming.  Kent  Co, — ^This  mission  has  been  gaining  ground,  but  the 
pastor,  Rev.  N.  J.  Mnler,  on  account  of  continued  ill  health,  felt  compelled  to 
withdraw  from  the  field,  and  his  resignation  took  effect  on  the  1st  of  Jul^  last. 
Since  then  it  hu  been  visited  by  the  Superintendent  and  the  pulpit  supplied  by 
other  brethren.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  secure  a  suitable  pastor,  and  the 
prospecls  now  are  that  the  effort  will  be  crowned  with  success.  It  is  thought  de- 
sirable that  he  should  officiate  in  the  German  language,  to  some  extent,  as  that 
seems  necessary  in  order  that  the  foreign  Germans,  on  the  Peninsula,  who  are 
growing  in  numbers,  may  be  supplied  with  the  means  of  grace.    This  will  help 
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tp  gtrengtlien  the  Hkrion.    Appropriation  Ust  year,  $150.    This  year,  $150.    Ta- 
cuit 

CStmtierland, — ^IfemberSy  160.  Sanday-Scliool  seholars,  100.  BapUsms.  27. 
AdditUMifl«  2S ;  homea  S4.  For  beneyolence,  $10.  For  local  obfeets,  $750.  Value 
ofprciperCy,  $2,000.  Redoetion  thin  Hr,  $250,  bat  more  haa  been  snbecribed  for 
thU  porpoae.  ^^^^^^^  papera,  55.  Attendance  xood.  Progrcw  slow,  but  sure. 
DtiBeiilries,  Church  debt,  and  immigration.  A  Mission  since  1867.  Length  of 
present  pa^orate,  nine  years.  Appropriation  last  year,  $100.  This  year,  $ 
Bsifior/F.  R.  Schwedes. 

JBui  Baitimare, — Owing  to  Tarious  causes  no  fVirther  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  in  the  establishment  of  this  Mission. 

BOffdof,  Caroline  Co. — When  we  made  our  last  annual  report  of  this  mission, 
tbe  pastor,  Rer.  Joseph  Hannaberry,  was  suffering  from  ill  health.  He  preached 
errswonally,  butoontmued  to  grow  worse  until  the  month  oi  March,  when  he  gently 
(Al  asle^  in  Christ  and  rested  from  his  labors  here  on  earth.  He  was  fiuthful  as 
s  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  performed  a  usefhl  work  for  the  Church  on  the 
Essteni  Shore  of  Maryland.  His  memory  will  be  held  in  grateAil  remembrance 
by  those  whom  he  served  in  holy  things.  Tbe  Mission  was  supplied  with 
preaching  from  time  to  time  by  the  Superintendent  A  short  time  aj^  the  Rev. 
Charles  W.  Levan,  licentiate,  was  elected  by  the  Mission  and  commissioned  by 
tbe  board  as  missionary^  pastor.  He  enters  upon  his  duties  under  encouraging 
proqieeta.    Appropriation^  $300.    Pastor,  Charles  W.  Leyan. 

KOBTH  CABOLIlf  A. 

Qmeordj  CabamtM  Co,^After  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  withdrew  from  this  field 
the  Mission  was  i>laced  under  the  care  of  the  ReT.  Paul  Barringer,  who  haa  been 
lerring  it  as  missionary  in  connection  with  other  congregations  in  the  surround* 
ing  country.  He  reports  that  it  has  been  strengthenea  by  the  addition  of  seyeral 
uiilies  that  have  moved  into  the  town  from  tne  country,  and  that  the  member* 
ship  are  in  ^ood  spirits,  anxious  to  build  up  and  establish  the  church.  They  are 
very  much  m  need  of  a  church  building,  but  they  are  limited  in  their  means,  and 
sre  compelled  to  ask  assistance  from  abroad.  A  suitable  building  could  be  se- 
cured for  $d00  or  $1000.  With  help  from  the  church  building  fund  they  would 
be  willing  to  undertake  to  build  or  purchase  a  house  for  their  use.  They  all  feel 
that  a  pairtor  should  be  placed  over  them  as  soon  as  possible,  who  may  give  them 
all  of  his  time  and  attention.  Appropriation,  last  year  $50.  This  year,  $60.  Pas- 
tor, Pan!  Barringer.  _^ 

LincoliUon, — During  the  past  year  Mr.  Foil  has  continued  holding  services  at 
&is  place,  once  a  month,  (in  connection  with  his  other  duties)  which  have  been 
well  attendedfiiot  only  by  the  few  resident  members,  but  also  by  the  outside 
eommuttity.  The  mission  owns  a  good  church  building  and  has  a  nucleus  of  good 
members,  which  under  proper  care  and  attention  ought  to  grow  into  a  prosper^ 
oas  congregation.  It  deseryes  the  attention  of  the  Boanl  and  Classis.  Appropria- 
tion, last  year,  $50.    This  year  $50.    Pastor,  John  A.  Foil. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.    | 

WoMhinatan, — ^Thls  miarion  has  been  makings  steady  advance  during  the  year. 
Tbe  additions  to  the  congrej^tions  were  four,  ul  of  whom  were  heads  of  families. 
Twelve  children  were  baptised.  Catechetical  instruction  has  been  held  weekly, 
the  class  numbering  eight  members,  who,  however,  were  still  too  yoQng  for  con- 
firmation. Although  the  members  live  at  considerable  distances  from  the  church, 
the  attendance  on  the  Lord's  Day's  Services  has  been  good.  The  Missionary  Ser- 
vice is  l^ld  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month,  which  proves  itself  profitable  in  a 
spiritual  sense  and  edifying  to  the  congregation.  There  are  about  forty  scholars 
in  the  Sunday  School.  Some  of  the  chihlren  of  the  congregation  live  too  far  from 
the  chapel  to  attend  school,  but  these  are  instructed  at  home.  As  the  Mission 
and  pastor  become  known,  its  friends  are  gradually  increasing.  The  pastor  has 
worited  hard  in  the  Mission,  and  the  evidences  are  showing  themselves  that  his 
labors  have  not  been  in  vain  in  the  I^ord,  nor  the  prayers  of  the  churches  for  its 
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prosperitj  been  unanswered.     Appropriation  last  year.  $600b    This  year  the 
dame,    fiistor,  C.  F.  Sontag. 

NEW  YORK. 

Chrman  Evangelical  Sk  PaiU^a  R^ormed  (7AiireA.— Under  the  care  of  the  Board 
of  the  Eastern  German  Synod,  hot  assisted  in  part  by  this  Board.  The  Mission  is 
making  enoouraging  progress,  and  the  pastor  is  patting  forth  vigorous  efforts^  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  to  bnild  up  and  establish  the  eongregadon  in  the  true 
faith.    No  statistical  report.    Appropriation,  $150.    Pastor,  F.  Fox. 

KANBAfl. 

St.  Faults  Ckurchj  JKniporia.— The  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  who  was  commissioned 
to  labor  as  missionary  at  Emporia,  and  to  serve  as  Missionary  Superintendent 
under  the  Board  in  Kansas,  dia  not  arrive  on  the  ground  until  the  latter  part  of 
April  last.  He  found  that  it  was  necesnry  ity  remain  a  longer  time  in  the  East, 
m  order  to  raise  ^e  necessary  fbnds  to  place  the  mission  at  Emporia  on  a  more 
permanent  basis.  In  all  he  coUeeled  over  $2600 ;  $700  of  this  was  used  to  remove 
a  debt  on  the  ehurch,  and  the  rest  to  pay  his  traveling  expenses  and  to  erect  a 
parsonage  daring  the  coming  year.  Thus  far  he  has  aevoted  about  half  of  his 
time  to  the  congregation  at  Emporia,  and  the  other  half  to  explorations  and 
jMreaehing  at  other  places.  He  has  been  preaching  regularly  every  six  weeks 
at  lola,  Alien  Co.,  about  60  miles  distant  from  Emporia.  Here  he  organized  a 
congregation  on  the  last  Sunday  in  Jul^  with  eleven  members,  baptised  the 
children,  and  made  thorough  pastoral  visitation.  This  is  a  promising  point  and 
should  be  supplied  with  a  pastor  by  next  spring.  A  single  man  would  suit  best. 
He  preaches  also  regularly  every  six  weexs  at  Abilene,  86  miles  from  Emporia. 
He  found  about  40  persons,  who  ought  to  be  in  the  Reformed  Church.  At  hia 
last  visit,  he  announced  that  when  he  came  again  he  would  proceed  to  organize  a 
new  congregation.  For  the  erection  of  a  church  he  procured  two  desirable  lots  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  the  donation  of  Mrs.  Nicolai,  the  widow  of  the  late  Rev. 
J.  A.  Nicolai.  Although  belonging  to  another  denomination,  she  is  willing  to 
enter  the  new  organization,  and  makes  the  donation  of  these  lots  in  memory  of 
her  dteeased  husband.  Mr.  Shuey  has  also  visited  other  places,  and  among  the 
rest  Kansas  City  in  Missouri,  where  he  says  the  prospects  of  establishing  a  mia- 
sion  are  quite  encouraging.  He  has  preached  there  once  and  expects  to  preach 
there  again^nd  thinks  that  an  organization  might  be  formed  with  from  25  to  30 
members.  He  was  encouraged  to  start  an  enterprise  in  the  upper  part  of  the  city, 
where  there  are  few  churches,  bv  outsiders  no  less  than  by  members  of  our  own 
church.  A  first  class  man  would  be  required  to  take  hold  of  this  interest,  and 
although  it  would  be  expensive  to  the  church,  it  would  miy  in  the  end.  Two 
congregations  at  present  in  the  mission.  Members,  31.  Two  Sunday  schools 
with  70  scholars.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  14.  Value  of  property,  i3,000.  Only* 
a  small  amount  this  year  has  been  given  for  benevolence  and  pastor's  salary. 
Appropriation,  #500.    This  year  the  same.    Pastor,  D.  B.  Shuey. 

WiehUa,  —The  Rev.  I.  G.  Brown  having  been  commissioned  to  labor  as  mission- 
ary in  south-eastern  Kansas,  moved  with  nis  family  to  Wichita  in  April  last.  He 
found  a  number  of  ReformtAl  people  from  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  at  Marsnall.  eijg^hteen 
miles  distant  from  Wichita,  and  preaching  to  them  several  times  and  aommister- 
ing  to  them  the  communion^  he  organizea  them  into  a  congregation,  numbering 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  members.  A  railroad  company  just  alKtut  to  establish  a 
new  road  running  near  Marshall,  have  donated  to  the  congr^^tion  two  lots,  both 
together  m^uring  100  by  140  feet,  on  condition  that  a  building  is  put  up  on  the 
ground  within  one  year.  This  they  intend  to  do  at  once.  They  expect  to  erect  a 
respectable  chapel  first,  &cing  one  street,  and  reserve  space  for  the  erection  of  a 
large  church  in  the  future  on  the  other  street.  It  will  be  situated  in  a  new  towa 
called  Cheney,  quite  near  Marshall,  which  has  sprung  up  suddenly  in  consequence 
of  the  location  of  the  new  railroad,  and  is  expected  to  oe  the  principal  business 
centre.  Members  of  our  church  are  settling  at  Wichita,  and  the  prospects  now 
are  that  during  the  cominjB^  year  they  will  be  organized  into  a  congr^[ation.  Tlie 
missionary  reports  that  his  bands  are  fUll  with  the  work  requir^  of  liim  at  W. 
and  Marsnall,  and  that  if  more  laborers  were  in  the  fields,  congregations  might 
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hi  orgamaed  in  many  oUien  of  the  newiowns  that  are  oonstantly  sprioging  up. 
He  Mjs  that  the  climate  is  healthy,  and  that  the  crops  this  rear  have  been  abiina- 
lot    Appropriatioa  for  the  first  year,  $500.    Pastor,  I.  G.  brown. 

KBBRA8KA. 

Limeoim, — ^Daring  the  Tear  one  misiionaty,  Mr.  Erb,  removed  ftom  Union 
ihrther  east  to  Lincoln,  tne  capital  of  the  State,  where  the  popnlation  is  more 
denK.  This  change  he  thonght  desirable,  as  it  enabled  him  to  meet  his  appoint- 
BKot,  with  leas  travel  and  expense.  He  was  also  onder  the  impression  that  the 
Boaid  would  send  out  another  missionary  to  assist  him  in  his  laree  field,  in  which 
he  was  very  much  to  onr  regret  disappointed.  His  sphere  of  Tabor  has  in  this 
▼ay  been  somewhat  changeclfiram  what  it  was  last  year.  He  has  at  present  two 
regular  organised  congregations,  one  at  Fairview,  in  Saunders  Co..  23  miles  from 
Lmeoln,  sjrid  another  at  Ithica,  both  of  which  promise  well  fbr  tne  fhture.  He 
also  pr^hes  in  a  school  six  miles  north  of  Palmyra,  and  also  at  North  Aubom, 
wiiere  he  finds  members  whom  he  is  trying  to  organise  into  congregations.  At 
the  latter  plaee  a  lady  <^  onr  church  died  several  years  ago  and  left  a  farm  of  80 
acfca  to  the  Orphans'  Home  at  Womelsdorf.  She  also  willed  two  lots  for  a  church 
in  the  town.  Here  a  chnroh  on^bt  to  be  built  to  carry  out  her  pious  wishes.  In 
lioeoLn  there  is  a  nucleus  sufficiently  large  to  be  organised  into  a  church,  but  it 
would  not  be  wise  to  do  so,  unless  some  competent  person  can  be  secured  to  take 
charge  of  it^  as  Mr.  ErVs  time  is  so  occupied  that  he  could  not  give  it  proper 
attention.  Another  missionary  should  be  sent  to  Nebraska  at  an  early  day.  Two 
ooogregatkHw  in  the  miasion  with  29  members  and  two  regular  preaching  points, 
where  congregations  are  to  be  organized  in  the  fatnre.  No  church  property. 
Contrihuted  for  benevolence,  $10.35.  For  pastor's  salary,  $150,  which  was  sup- 
plemented last  winter  by  a  missionary  box  from  the  East  with  about  $100.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $300.    This  year,  $300.    Pastor,  Edmund  Erb. 

CAUFOBNIA. 

f%ni  Beformed  Church,  f^OLn  Franeuco. — Some  time  ago  the  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler 
was  eommiasioned  to  ko  to  California  as  Missionary  and  Missionarv  Superinten- 
dent, to  take  charge  of  our  Missionary  interests  in  tiiat  state.  We  are  happy 
BOW  to  be  able  to  state  that  he  has  seen  his  way  clear  to  accept  of  this  call,  soon 
after  his  appointment  the  First  Reformed  Church  in  San  Francisco  became  vacant 
bv  the  resignation  of  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Julias  Fuendeling,  and  the  consistory 
of  the  Church  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Board  to  supply  it  with  a  pastor 
and  extend  to  it  financial  help.  Accordingly  it  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the 
Board,  and  Rev.  Schoedler  was  commissionea  to  take  charge  of  it.  This  congrega- 
tion was  started  as  a  mission  under  the  care  of  the  Boara  some  ten  or  twelve 
yean  ago,  and  for  a  number  of  years  it  received  an  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  its  pastor.  But  when  Mr.  Fuendeling  took  charge  of  it  some  five  years  a^o,  it 
agreed  to  support  its  own  pastor,  and  sinoe  then  it  mm  been  sustaining  itself.  But 
it  has  all  along  been  laboring  under  considerable  debt,  which,  with  its  increased 
exertions  to  snppport  its  pai^r,  it  has  not  been  able  to  diminish.  In  these  cir- 
emnstanees  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Board  to  assist  the  congregation  in  liquidating 
its  present  indebtedness,  and  in  this  way  place  it  upon  a  better  foundation. 
Aoeordingly,  Mr.  Sehoedler,  taking  a  proper  view  or  the  situation,  proposes 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  before  ne  goes  to  Califbmia,  to  call  on  the 
Churches  m  the  East  fi>r  their  assistance  in  carrying  forward  our  missionary 
work  in  California,  and  to  help  in  paying  oif  this  indebtedness.  If  thej  pay  a 
part,  the  congregation  will  be  expected  to  pay  the  rest.  This  seems  right  and 
pfoper,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Brother  Schoedler  will  meet  with  encouragement  in 
Bis  mission  wherever  he  presents  its  claims.  Appropriation  not  fixed.  Pastor, 
D.  £.  Schoedler. 

Ai9medii. — The  Rev.  C.  Hartman,  pastor,  labored  in  this  mission  about  six 
aonihs,  when  his  increasing  physiciBl  infirmities  induced  him  a  second  time  to 
hand  in  his  resignation  to  the  Board,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  was  accept- 
ed. Since  last  Spring  the  mission  has,  therefore,  been  vacant,  but  it  has  b^n 
■ai^lied  ooeasioiuulv  by  members  of  Claasis.  As  tne  Board  has  in  contemplation 
the  reeoBStmction  ox  ita  missionary  work  in  California,  it  will  endeavor  to  prO' 
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Tide  fbr  the  wants  of  this  miaBion  at  as  early  a  day  as  poeiible.    No  ttatisttcB. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $400.    Vaeant. 

Stockton, — The  8nit<-at-law  refierred  to  in  our  last  report  resaited  fiivorably  to 
the  mission.  The  court  decided  tliat  the  property,  inclttding  a  church  building 
and  parsonage,  worth  over  fG^OOO.  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Church.  After  ihe 
trial  was  over,  the  pastor  desired  to  withdraw  from  the  mission,  but  Uie  Board 
requesfted  him  to  remain  until  a  snooessor  could  be  secured,  and  he  is,  therefore, 
still  in  the  field.  The  controversy  was  an  unfortunate  one,  and  did  much  harnif 
no  doubt,  to  the  cause  of  religion.  It  may  require  years  before  the  bitterness 
which  it  engendered  among  the  Germans  in  Stocaton  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
this  will  probablv  oontinue  for  some  time  to  be  an  obstruction  in  the  way  of 
the  progress  of  tne  work.  It  is  proper  to  say  that  the  Reformed  people  and 
pastor  acted  generously  with  the  defeated  party,  who,  however,  did  not  recipro- 
cate their  kindness,  but  are  still  holding  possession  of  the  parsonage  by  mere 
violence,  and  suit  has  been  entered  for  its  possession.  No  statistics.  Appropria* 
taon  last  year,  $300.    This  year,  $300.    Pastor,  Eugene  De  Geller. 

SaUm^B  Church.  Napa, — ^This  Church  has  been  making  a  gradual  progress 
during  the  past  Recently  it  succeeded  in  paying  off  one  biaf  of  its  indebtedness, 
which  was  $500,  by  a  single  effort,  and  dunng  the  year  it  will  try  to  pay  the 
balance.  The  pastor  has  been  preaching  to  some  extent  at  other  points  outside 
of  Napa,  but  as  the  expense  has  oeen  larser  than  the  income  from  such  tripe,  he 
says  that  he  is  compelled  to  do  less  work  of  this  kind  in  the  future,  unless  his 
salarv  can  in  some  way  be  increased.  He  has  the  sympathies  of  the  Qermaa 
people,  and  his  services  are  well  received.  Appropriation,  $100.  Pastor,  George 
Maechtersheimer. 

OREOOK. 

EclU  Portland.— Tot  several  years  past  a  Sunday  School  has  been  held  among 
the  Germans  in  East  Portland,  and  this  was  followed  by  occasional  preaching  in 
the  same  place.  As  this  was  a  new  and  promising  fiela  for  missionary  labor,  the 
Rev.  Professor  Richard  Schiedt  was  commissioned  to  take  charse  of  it,  and  to 
assist  Dr.  Gantenbein  in  supplying  such  places  as  Astoria,  Oak  Point  and  other 
points  near  Portland  with  preaching.  His  services  have  been  much  appreciated 
In  all  these  places,  and  the  good  resulting  from  this  extension  of  missionary  labor 
in  a  field  like  this^  cannot  fail  to  show  itself  at  no  distant  day.  In  connection 
with  Dr.  Gantenbein  he  takes  part  in  the  instruction  of  this  school,  established 
by  the  Classls,  for  which  he  is  well  qualified,  and  in  which  he.  with  his  colleagues, 
are  doing  a  good  work  for  the  community  and  our  church  m  the  future  of  Ore- 

fon.    No  statistics.    Appropriation  last  year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.     Pastor, 
Lichard  Schiedt. 

Weti  UnioKf  Washington  Co, — ^Members  this  year,  27.  Last  year,  17.  Cate* 
chisation  held  during  the  year,  but  the  catechumens  were  too  young  for  confirma- 
tion, and  the  additions  were  made  from  tiie  outside.  S.  S.  scholars,  15.  Baptisms, 
10.  Owing  to  their  circumstances,  the  people  were  able  to  contribute  only  $00 
for  pastor's  salary.  Last  year  it  was  $50.  He  is  inadequately  supported.  During 
the  fiill  his  congregation  intend  to  erect  for  him  a  parsonage,  wnich  will  be  the 
means  of  giving  htm  some  relief.  He  makes  missionary  trips  outside  of  his  par- 
tioular  field ;  seeks  out  new  emigrants  who  are  crowduij;  into  the  country,  a«d 
tries  to  direct  their  attention  to  heavenly  things.  His  visits  durinff  the  past  3rear 
have  been  made  more  profitable  by  his  being  able  to  distribute  religious  tracts  in 
his  visits,  with  which  he  was  supplied  by  the  thonghtftilness  of  a  Christian  friend. 
He  ooula  distribute  many  more  with  good  effect  if  he  had  another  supply.  Ap- 
propriation last  year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.    Pastor,  H.  Stauas. 

Staff&rd,  daekamai  Cb. — ^As  intimated  in  our  last  report,  pastor  Lange  with- 
drew from  this  field  during  the  year  and  made  a  visit  to  Germany  for  the  purpose 
of  recruiting  his  broken  down  health.  His  plaoe  was  filled  by  tne  Rev.  Gottfried 
Graedel,  from  St.  Chrischona  Pilger  Missions-Institute  at  Basel,  Switaeriand,  who 
hM  been  supplying  the  oongr^^ons  at  Tnalatin.  Damascus,  Sandy,  and  Waldo 
Hills.  They  are  small,  but  appreciate  the  means  of  grace  and  encourage  their 
pastor  in  his  work.  As  it  was  tonnd  necessary  that  Mstor  Ewald  should  go  to 
Seattle  aud  take  chaige  of  that  interest,  pastor  Gnedel  has  assisted  in  attending 
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to  Ms  congregatioas  during  the  yacancT.  His  people  are  about  erecting  for  him 
a  panonage,  and  thifl,  it  is  said,  will  help  to  make  the  charge  self-^ustaiuiiig.  No 
statistics  have  been  given.  Appropriation  last  year,  .$150.  This  year,  1160. 
Pistor,  Gott.  Graedei. 

Sal^gg. — Members,  between  60  and  70.  Baptism,  8.  Additions  25.  Property 
worth  at  present  from  $3500  to  $4000.  Indebtedness,  $1000,  bearing  interest  at  9 
per  cent.  Paid  for  church  and  parsonage  during  the  year  $1300.  of  which  $1000 
was  raised  in  Salem.  The  $250  received  from  the  Church  builaing  fund  in  the 
East  was  thankfully  reoeived.  The  Mission  needs  further  help  from  the  same 
quarter  in  order  that  it  may  meet  the  instalments  on  the  church  debt  as  they  be- 
eooie  dac.  The  pastor  continues  to  preach  in  other  places  besides  Salem,  at 
Aihanr,  Mehamah,  and  at  Washongal,  where  he  recently  organized  a  congrega- 
tion or  16  members.  The  missionary  in  his  many  labors  was  much  encouraged 
by  the  reception  of  a  missionary  box  from  the  £ast,  which  was  thankfully  re- 
ceived and  applied  to  proper  purposes.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $200.  This 
year,  the  same.    Pastor,  J.  Mnellhaupt. 

WASHmaTOir  tbbbitobt. 

SeatUe, — ^Pastor  Kreuter  labored  in  this  Minion  during  a  part  of  the  jear  with 
diligence  and  efficiency  as  the  missionary  and  evang^elist,  but  difficulties  having 
epruttg  np  in  the  congregation,  which  he,  with  his  inexperience  as  a  stranger, 
found  it  impossible  to  surmount,  accordingly  he  withdrew  from  the  field. 
H»pUce  has  been  supplied  in  accordance  witn  the  advice  of  Dr.  Gantenbein 
Missionary  Superintendent,  by  Rev.  F.  Ewald,  for  the  present.  As  he  is  a  very 
ennpetent  person  to  take  charge  of  this  field,  the  Board  hopes  that  he  will  remain 
in  it.    Appropriation,  last  year  $200.    This  year  $200.    Pastor,  F.  £wald. 

IOWA. 

The  Snperintendeni  of  Missions  in  the  Iowa  Classis^  Bev.  D.  S.  Fouse.  reports 
tiiat  only  two  missions  in  the  Clams  have  been  receiving  aid  during  tne  past 
▼ear.  All  the  others,  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  have  been  provided  for  in 
some  other  'w^ay,  so  that  they  did  not  need  assistance,  by  supplies  or  by  the  re- 
eooftruction  of  charges.  One  not  here  named  may  need  assistance  during  the 
ei»aiing  year.  The  Superintendent  urges  the  importance  of  establishing  a  new 
mi«ion  at  Des  Moines,  the  capital  of  Iowa,  without  delay,  and  the  BoaiS  feelins 
th<?  great  importance  of  providing  for  our  members  locating  in  that  place,  will 
establish  a  Mission  there  as  soon  as  a  suitable  person  can  be  secured  to  take  hold 
sfit. 

B^am^n  Mvuiony  Cfrundy  Co. — Organised  two  years  ago.  Two  congregations, 
Ofsee  and  St.  Paul's.  M^embers,  37.  Sunday-school  scholars.  104.  Baptisms, 
1<.4.  Adilitions,  7.  No  losses.  Value  of  nroperty.  $2,000.  For  nenevolenoe,  $75. 
T(^T  eon^reeational  purposes,  $1,100.  Oniy  one  church,  St.  Paul's  still  worships 
in  a  sehool-lioase.  There  are  Sunday-schools  and  missionary  societies  in  both 
eoBgreptioQs.  The  members,  many  of  them  from  the  East,  are  few,  but  liberal 
fer  their  circamstanoes.  There  are  good  prospects  of  establishing  another  oon- 
i^rpQtkm  at  a  new  point  in  this  field,  where  a  number  of  Reformed  families  set- 
tle<f  laM  spring.  The  missionary  is  at  present  supplying  them  with  preaching. 
.\ppropriations  last  year,  $250.    This  year,  $290.    Pastor,  II.  Bair. 

PtetuarU  ValUy  Miuian. — This  mission  has  been  doing  well  during  the  year. 
No  statistical  report  rendered.  Appropriation  last  year,  $125.  This  year  the 
same.    Pastor,  I>.  P.  Lefever. 

URSINUS  UNION. 

From  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer.  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  we 
lean  that  daring  the  past  year  ne  has  received  $813.86  for  mi8«(ious,  which 
•BOBflt  was  nsed  for  the  support  of   one  missionary  under   the  care  of  the 
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Board,  and  the  balance  has  been  paid  into  the  treasnrieB  of  other  missionary 
Boards  of  the  church. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  .missions - 56 

Members  in  the  missions....'.. 4881 

Baptisms  during  the  year 646 

Additions 677 

Sunday  School  Scholars S655 

Amount  collected  for  benevolence.. $1614 

Amount  collected  for  local  objects ....• $26,980 

Estimated  vfUue  of  property $186,350 

Indebtedness $26,405 

Beduction  of  indebtedness. $8,190 

FIKAKCIAL   STATEME3rr. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  it  appears  that,  up  to  the  annual  meetin|;  of  the 
Board  (the  account  not  being  closed,)  the  income  ouringthe  year  for  missioos  was 
^15,378.21 ;  for  missions  in  Kansas,  collected  by  Bey.I).  B.  Shuey,  over  $2600 ; 
for  Washington  mission,  $679.70;  and  for  the  Church  Building  Fund,  $620. 
Whole  amount,  $19,277.42.  Considerable  sums  of  money  were  also  collected  for 
church  building  purposes  by  individual  missionaries,  which  are  reported  in  other 

S laces.    The  amount  shows  an  increase  in  the  income  of  previous  years,  and  is 
ie  largest  that  has  yet  been  contributed  by  the  three  Eastern  Synods.  The  whole 
increase  over  the  income  of  last  year  is  between  $5000  and  »6000. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $17,500  in  order  to  meet  current  ex- 
penses, for  which  we  recommend  that  the  Synods  raise  the  following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States......  ....••  •••••^ $9,500 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 4,500 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh.. 3,500 


tPr«m  (the  report  given  above  it  will  appear  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of 
rmore  than  usual  prosperity  in  the  missionary  work  of  tne  church,  for  which  we 
«re  bound  to  give  thanks  to  Almighty  Qod,  who  by  His  Spirit  works  in  us  both 
rto  wiU  and  do  of  His  own  good  pleasure. 

The  following  action  was  adopted  b;^  the  Board  at  its  recent  meeting  at  Laa- 
easter,  which  was  ordered  to  be  embodied  in  this  report : 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States  was  organized  in  the  year  1824,  and,  whereas,  the  Lord  haa 
greatly  blessed  the  work  during  its  entire  nistory,  therefore, 

£e8olved,  That  the  Board  suggests  to  the  three  Synods  the  propriety  of  oele- 
bratinff  the  sixtieth  annivereary  of  the  organisation  of  the  Missionary  Board,  and 
asks  of  the  Synods  to  instruct  the  Classes  within  their  bounds,  when,  and  in  what 
manner,  to  observe  the  anniversary,  to  make  the  occasion  both  interesting  and 
profitable  to  the  church  generally. 

Bespectfhlly  Submitted, 

Theodore  Apfbl,  JSupcrintendmL 
Lancaster,  Sept  18, 1883. 
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ni.  TmsAsvmBE's  ebpomt. 

A  tJU  JH-Synodie  Board  of  Miatioru  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Statee  : 

I  beg  leave  to  present  to  joa  the  subjoined  report  of  tlie  finanees  of  the  Board 
lor  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  24, 1888 ;  and  am  happy  to  state  that  the 
Qrareh  seems  to  be  graduallj  awakened  to  a  sense  of  her  dutj  as  indicated  by 
the  handsome  increase  of  more  than  $8800,  in  the  amount  contributed  during 
the  year  for  the  Missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board. 

Contiibiitions  as  follows  were  receiTod  during  the  year,  tIs  : 

Synod  of  the  UnUed  Statee. 

of  Philadelphia $288.48 

Tohickon 960.78 

•*        Goshenhoppen 1222.45 

**       East  PennsylTania 826.78 

*•        Lebanon 1814.29 

"        Lancaster 890.16 

•*        East  Susquehanna 669.49 

West  Susquehanna 796.40 

Ldiigh 468.86 

Tolsl  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  SUtes $7»272.68 

Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

i       Osssis  of  Sob $419.24 

■              •<        Maryland 1442.02 

f               •«        Mereersburg    . 1862.28 

Virginia 268.78 

••        San  Francisco 16  00 

«'        North  Carolina 128.96 

"        Gettysburg 110.60 

"        Iowa 282.00 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac $4,008.68 

Synod  of  Pftteburyh, 

Osssis  of  Somerset $62.80 

Clarion 19.00 

from  Treasurer  of  Synod 8,618.76 

Totsl  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh $8,690.66 

Miteettaneoue  Soureee. 

From  Loche  Legacy  (loaned  out) $600.00 

"      (interest) 188.00 

**    other  Legacies        '•          26.22 

I             *•    Miller  Legacy 96.00 

"    German  Erang.  Reformed  St.  Paul's  Church,  N.  T.  .  16.00 

'*    First  Reformed  Church,  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.     .   .  2.84 

"    Miss  Kate  EUer 60 

"*    Miss.  Societies  of  the  Bef.  Churches  of  Tiffin,  0.  .   .  11.00 

*«    Rev.  E.  Erb,  Neb. 8.66 

Emporia,  Kans.  Mission 7.00 

Loan 1,000.00 

"    Balance  in  Treasury,  September  19,  1882 894.29 

Totsl  from  these  sources  . — ~    $2,198.60 

Totsl  from  sH  sources $17,166.81 
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DiibunemenU, 

Ix)oke  Legacy  (loaned  on  note) |600.00 

Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  the  year  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Board 14,967.44 

Balanoe  in  the  Treasury,  September  24, 1888    .  •       .  •     1,707.87 

117,166.81 

We  certify  that  we  hare  this  day  audited  the  foregoing  account  of  Wm.  H. 
Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  and  found  it  correct,  and  a  balance  of  scTenteen  hundred  and 
seven  dollars  and  eighty-seren  cents  in  the  Treasury. 

Witness  our  hands  at  Harri^burg,  this  2(>th  day  of  ^September,  1888. 

W.  H.  H.  SXTDEE, 
GSO.  Z.  KUNKLB, 

OonrndUu  of  AudUort. 
Reepectldlly  submitted, 

Wx.  H.  SxiBXBT,  Trtasurer, 

William  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  in  account  with  the  Church  Extension  Fund  of 
the  Board : 

DR. 
Received  during  the  year,  vix : 

From  Classis  of  Lancaster |54.26 

"            '*        Lebanon 44.00 

"            "        Lehigh 8.66 

"            **        Tohickon 8.00 

«            <<        Goshenhoppen 60.00 

Philadelphia 89.86 

**            «        East  Pennsylvania 80.00 

<*            *<        West  Susquehanna 6.60 

"            «'        Somerset 6700 

««            "        Mercersburg 62  48 

♦'            "        MaryUnd 161.72 

"            "        Gettysburg 46.62 

"            "        Zion's 28.00 

"            **        Virginia 15.00 

"            "        St.  Paul's 16.66 

'<    Treasurer  of  the  Ladies*  Missionary  Society  of  the 

Reformed  Church  of  Dakota,  IlL 20.00 

Total $620.00 

CR. 

Paid  during  the  year  as  follows,  viz : 

To  Rev.  J.  Miihlhaupt,  Salem,  Oregon $190.00 

To  Rev.  F.  EwaM,  St.  Petei*s  Church,  Oregon 60.00 

To  Rev.  A.  R.  fiolshauser,  Reformed  Church,  Lyons,  Kan.  16.00 

To  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Emporia,  Eans 108.00 

To  Rev.  J.  Gantenbein,  E.  Portland,  Oregon 28.00 

To  Rev.  D.  H.  Leader  for  Reformed  Church,  Du  Bois,  Pa.  .  14.81 

Drafts  and  Money  Orders 60 

To  Balance  in  Treasury,  September  24,  1883 218.69 

9620.00 
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We,  tbe  nndenigned,  auditors,  certify  that  the  aboTe  aeeount  is  eorreot,  and  a 
ofthnee  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  doUirs  and  fifty-nine  oents  in  the  Treas- 
ver^s  hands. 

WiUkcsa  oor  hands,  this  25th  day  of  September,  1888. 

W.  EL  H.  SlTTDBE, 

QjM.  Z.  Kdnkls, 

OommiUee  of  Auditor t. 

Id  addition  fa  the  amounts  contributed  by  the  seyeral  Classes  as  per  foregoing 
statement  the  Rer.  B.  B.  Shney  collected  the  sum  of  $2689.80  for  the  Mission  at 
bporia,  Kansas,  which  would  swell  the  total  amount  paid  for  Church  Exten- 
nm  during  the  year  to  $8209.80.  This  is  certainly  a  rery  gratifying  begin- 
ning and  calculated  to  r^oice  the  hearts  of  all  who  lore  to  see  the  extension  of 
Christ's  Kingdom. 

RespectiVilly  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Sbibbbt,  7V«a««r<r. 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the  Reformed  Church 
ia  the  United  States,  in  account  with  the  Washington  Mission  Fund  of  the 
Boaid: 

DR. 
BeeaTcd  during  the  year,  ris : 

From  Maryland  Classis $586.76 

"    Zion's              "       20.00 

"    Mercersburg «       58.56 

••    Carlisle           "       16.60 

"    Tohickon        "       81.26 

"    Lancaster       «       7.00 

"    WestSosq.     **       12.00 

«    East    "           "       4.50 

"    St  Fteil's       "       10.00 

$741.66 

Balance  in  Treasury  at  date  of  last  report 222.78 

$964.29 
Piyd  out  during  the  year 898.08 

Balance  in  (he  TreasuTy  Sept.  24,  1882 $66.26 

We,  the  undersigned.  Auditors  appointed  ceilify  that  the  abore  account  was 
indited  by  us  and  found  correct,  and  a  balance  of  Sixty-six  dollars  and  twenty- 
nx  cents  in  the  Treasurer's  bands. 

Witness  our  hand  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  this  24th  day  September,  1688. 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdkh, 
Gbo.  Z.  Kunklb, 

Qmumtiee  of  Audition, 

BaspactfuUy  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Subibt,  T^tamrer, 
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IT.  FOBKIOir  WDBBIOHS. 

m 

The  following  paper  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : 

To  the  Svnod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U,  S.  convened  at  Reading,  Pa  : 

Dear  Fathert  and  Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  would  respectfully  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  mission  work  which  has  been  inaugurated  in  the  Empire  of  Japan. 

Since  the  last  session  of  your  renerable  body,  Rer.  J.  P.  Moore  and  hhi  wife 
hare  been  elected  and  commissioned  as  missionaries,  and  sailed  from  San  Fran« 
Cisco  September  4th,  for  Japan.  Althou{^  not  officially  adrised,  we  hare  no 
doubt  but  that  they  arrired  in  safety,  and  are  now  in  the  field. 

The  Board  rented  a  suitable  dwelling  in  the  foreign  concession  of  the  city  of 
Tokio,  which  was  providentially  offered  by  a  missionary  who  expects  to  be 
absent  for  a  term  of  years. 

The  school-hou%i  which  was  purchased  by  the  board  in  the  city  of  Tokio,  near 
Nihon  Bashi,  the  central  bridge  of  Japan,  from  which  all  distances  in  the  empire 
are  measured,  serres  a  double  purpose.    It  is  occupied  as  a  day  school  through ' 
the  week,  and  as  a  preaching  place  on  Sunday. 

The  Rot.  A.  D.  Gring  has  performed  a  good  work  in  the  acquisition  of  the 
language,  and  in  preparing  an  edition  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  in  the  col- 
loquial language  which  is  now  in  process  of  publication.  He  has  also  prepared 
a  work  which  will  enable  students  to  save  at  least  a  year  in  acquiring  the 
language.  He  is  thus  Ailly  qualified  to  render  valuable  servioes  to  the  general 
missionary  cause. 

He  has  GO  pupils  at  present  in  the  day  school,  and  a  number  collected  in  the 
Sunday  School  where  he  instructs  them  in  this  Heidelberg  catechism.  His 
audiences  on  Sunday  vary  in  number,  but  there  are  individual  oases  of  much 
interest,  and  the  probability  is  that  in  the  near  future,  with  the  assistance  of 
Brother  Moore  and  his  wife  there  will  be  results  which  shall  be  cheering  to 
the  Church. 

The  Mission  needs  a  reinforcement  of  Lady  Missionaries,  in  order  that  it  may 
exert  a  proper  influence,  and  insure  success  among  the  female  portion  of  the 
community.  Three  Ladies  of  the  Church  have  offered  their  services  for  this 
work,  and  are  ready  to  go  whenever  the  funds  shall  ^e  Aimished. 

An  appeal  has  been  ikuMle  by  the  Board  to  the  Ladies  of  the  Church  to  organ - 
ixe  for  that  purpose. 

The  Board  also  feels  the  necessity  of  having  a  special  Aind  for  building  chapela 
and  school-houses.  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  increasing  importance  of  our  foreign 
mission,  and  ^e  corresponding  increase  of  expense  necessary  to  sustain  it,  also 
in  view  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  which  will  require  more  laborers  as  the 
way  opens  before  us,  it  is  important  that  the  co-operation  of  the  Church  be 
secured,  so  that  the  fiinds  essential  be  obtained. 

We  commend  to  your  consideration  this  promising  field  of  missionary  work, 
and  ask  your  endorsement  and  help  that  our  Church  may  verify  her  divine 
mission  and  plant  her  standards  in  the  regions  beyond. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Thos.  8.  JoBXSTOir,  Seertiary, 
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T.  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  OK  MISSIONS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sioiis,  which  was  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

Bepart  of  Standing  CommitUe  on  Minioni: 

Toar  Committee  beg  leare  respectftilly  to  report  that  the  following  named 
doeoments  hare  been  placed  in  their  hands. 

1.  A  brief  eoromnnication  from  the  President  of  the  Tri-Sjnodio  Boand  of  Mis- 
BOM  truismitting  the  report  of  the  other  officers. 

2.  The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Mis- 
rions. 

8.  An  additional  report  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Wsshington  (D.  C.)  Mission. 

4.  A  report  from  the  aboTO  named  Treasurer  in  relation  to  the  Church  Exten- 
sion Fund. 

5^  The  printed  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board 
of  Missions. 

6.  A  commanication  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions 
requesting  this  body  to  instruct  the  Tarious  classes  to  celebrate  the  60th  Anni- 
Tenaiy  of  the  organisation  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  during  the  year 
1884. 

7.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

/.  Som9  MiuUmi, 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board,  as  he  has  done  in  former  years, 
sgaiB  presents  a  detuled  report  of  the  Tarious  missions  under  its  care,  with 
etatistics  in  full  of  membership,  scholars  in  the  Sunday  School,  value  of  prop- 
erty, amount  of  appropriation,  &c.,  from  which  we  learn  that  the  Board  has  in 
ehvge  fifty-six  stations,  one  more  than  it  reported  last  year,  thirty-four  of  which 
are  in  PennsylTania,  and  the  others  scattered  through  the  rarious  States  reach- 
isr  eren  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

General  prosperity  seems  to  hare  attended  the  labors  of  the  missionaries,  and 
the  Board  lua  been  enabled  by  afi^Toring  Proridence  to  proride  them  an  average 
fQpport. 

We  learn  firom  the  Treasurer's  report  that  he  has  received  the  following 
imoonts  daring  the  last  fiscal  year:  From  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, 
$7,272  S8;  from  the  Synnd  of  the  Potomac,  94,008  68;  ft*om  the  Synod  of 
PitUburg,  $3,690  66;  and  from  miscellaneous  sources,  $2,198  60.  Total 
receipts  for  the  year  $17,166  81.  The  whole  amount  disbursed  per  order 
of  the  Board  was  $14,967  44,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $1,707  87. 
This  statement  shows  an  increase  of  $8,800  over  the  receipts  of  the  previous  year. 

The  receipts  for  the  Washington  (B.  C.)  Mission  for  the  year  amounted  to 
$741  56,  which  added  to  a  balance  left  in  the  Treasury  from  last  year  swelled 
the  sum  total  to  $964  29 ;  of  this  amount  $898  08  was  paid  to  the  mission, 
leaving  a  balance  in  this  department  of  the  Treasury  of  $66  26. 

It  is  also  added  that  the  contributions  to  the  Church  Extension  Fund  for  the 
yesr  amount  to  $620,  coming  Jointly  frt>m  the  three  Synods,  $406  41  of  which 
lias  been  disbnrsed,  leaving  a  balance  of  $218  69  in  the  Treasury. 

In  order  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  the  Board  another  year  $17,500  will 
be  required,  of  which  this  Synod  is  asked  to  contribute  $9,600,  which  has  been 
apportioned  among  the  various  Classes  as  follows : 

Eist  Pennsylvania. $1,142  26 

Philadelphia 661  06 
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Lebanon 2,421  18 

LanoMter 646  02 

East  Susquehanna 1,284  84 

West  Susquehanna. 697  08 

Goehenhoppen 1,020  42 

Tohickon 1,024  74 

lAfaigh 1,509  84 

It  should  also  be  stated  that  Ursinas  Union,  Rev.  F.  W.  Eremer,  D.D  ,  Treas* 
urer,  has  received  f918  86  for  missions  during  the  jear,  which  amount  was 
used  for  the  support  of  one  missionary,  in  part,  and  the  balance  has  been  paid 
into  the  treasuries  of  other  missionary  boards  of  the  Church. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  your  Committee  regard  the  year's  work  as  encouraging, 
and  in  view  of  the  requests  made  for  the  incoming  year,  presents  the  following 
for  adoption : 

Rekolvedy  That  we  return  thanks  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the 
prosperity  which  has  attended  the  Home  Mission  work  within  our  borders 
during  the  past  year. 

Retolved,  That  the  various  Classes  within  our  jurisdiction  be  and  hereby  are 
urged  to  make  up  any  arrearages  which  there  may  be  in  their  contributions  for 
the  past  year,  and  also  they  are  earnestly  requested  to  meet  the  apportionments 
for  the  coming  year  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  year  1884  will  be  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  Home  Mission  Board,  in  which,  as  suggested  by  the  officers 
of  the  Board,  it  will  be  proper  to  note  the  event  by  suitable  anniversary  services ; 
therefore 

Resolved^  That  we  recommend  to  the  various  missionary  conventions  to  be 
held  by  the  different  Classes  during  the  year  that  they  introduce  this  subject  as 
one  of  the  topics  in  their  programmes,  and  appoint  speakers  to  discuss  it,  as  may 
seem  best  to  them  in  view  of  the  important  interests  involved. 

IT.  Foreign  Mitn&ru, 

Under  this  head  your  Committee  has  received  but  one  document,  a  letter  from 
Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  giving  us  tbe  information  that  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore  and  wife  sailed  from 
San  Francisco  on  the  4th  of  September  ult.,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  Rev.  A. 
B.  Gring  and  wife  in  their  field  of  labor  in  Tokio,  Japan.  The  letter  also  men« 
tions  the  fact  that  the  day  school,  and  preaching  services  on  the  Sabbath  are 
oontinued  by  our  Missionary,  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  in  the  property  already  secared 
near  the  central  bridge  in  Tokio.  The  missionary  has  also  translated  the 
Heidelberg  Catechism  into  the  Japanese  vernacular,  and  also  has  prepared  a 
manual  for  those  desiring  to  learn  this  difficult  language.  The  letter  also 
alludes  to  the  fact  that  an  appeal  has  come  from  the  missionaries  to  the  ladien 
of  the  RefoTmed  Church  exhorting  them  to  send  forth  one  of  their  own  sex  to 
labor  among  the  heathen  women  in  Japan.  In  view  of  these  statements  we 
recommend  the  following  action : 

Resolvedf  That  we  are  gratefbl  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Chnrch  that  He  has 
now  opened  the  way  for  the  Reformed  Church  to  coopeiate  in  the  glorious  work 
of  carrying  the  Gospel  message  to  tbe  perishing  heathen. 

Resolpedj  That  we  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  statement  that  one  of  our  own 
namber,  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore,  with  his  wife,  has  consecrated  himself  to  the  work  of 
the  Church  in  the  foreign  field. 

Retolvedf  That  we  urge  all  our  Classes  and  congregations  to  contribute  syste* 
matioally  to  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  in  connection  with  their  efforts  in  the 
Home  field. 

Retolved,  That  we  endorse  the  appeals  made  to  the  women  of  the  Reformed 
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Chordi  to  enter  upon  this  serrioe  in  behalf  of  their  own  sex  in  Japan,  and  urge 
apoa  their  attention  the  importance  of  organiiing  misaionary  societies  In  the 
varioos  congregations  throughout  our  bounds  auxiliary  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  to  cooperate  in  its  blessed  work. 

BespectAilly  submitted, 

Datid  Yajt  Horns,  Ckairman» 


TL     HRPOier    OF    COMMITTEE     ON    UNIFIGATIOir    OF    MISSIONARY 

OPERATIONS.     . 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  SjDod  at  Belle- 
foBle,  Pa.«  was  received,  acted  on  item  by  item,  and  adopted.  It 
Tca^  as  follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  Bellefonte  to  prepare  and  report  a 
plan  to  unify  and  to  harmonise  our  missionai^  operations,  respectfully  submit 
to  Synod  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  hare  had  scTeral  meetings,  discussed  various  plans  which 
suggested  thentseWes  to  them,  and  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing plan. 

1.  We  recommend  that  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Mis- 
sions a  fiiir  representation  be  given  the  Urainus  Union  by  allowing  that  organ- 
iiation  to  designate  who  shall  represent  it  in  the  Tri-Synodio  Board. 

2.  We  recommend  that  each  Classis  shall  appoint  an  Executive  Committee  on 
Missions,  who  shall  organize  and  direct  Mission  work  within  its  bounds,  co- 
operate with  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Missions  in  its  work,  organize  as  far  as 
possible  Mission  Societies  in  every  congregation,  provide,  if  possible,  for  the 
support  of  all  missions  within  its  bounds,  ascertain  the  minimum  amount  which 
can  be  raised  for  general  mission  work  outside  of  its  bounds,  and  shall  report 
the  same  annually  to  Synod. 

3.  No  mission  shall  be  established  wit&in  the  bounds  of  any  Classis  without 
the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Clsssis  within 
whose  territory  the  point  is  located,  where  it  is  proposed  to  establish  a  mission. 

i.  We  recommend  that  a  Mission  Convention  shall  be  held  annually  in  each 
Classis  at  the  call  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  Classis  on  Missions.  This 
committee  shall  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  the  Convention,  select  the  topics 
to  be  discussed,  and  secure  speakers  to  open  the  discussion  of  each  topic.  The 
time  and  place  for  the  Mission  Convention,  however,  to  be  difierent  from  the 
time  and  place  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Classis. 

5.  We  recommend  that  a  Synodic  Convention  of  Missions  be  held  annually  at 
a  time  and  place  different  fh>m  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  of  the  Synod,  that 
Synod's  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  shall  have  charge  of  this  Convention 
so  fkr  as  the  necessary  arrangements  are  concerned,  similar  to  the  Classical 
Exeeative  Committees  on  Missions.  It  shall  assign  topics  for  discussion  to  the 
several  delegates  to  opep  the  discussion,  and  shall  inform  the  persons  desig- 
nated  for  this  purpose  of  their  appointment  at  least  three  weeks  prior  to  the 
time  of  the  Convention. 

<S.  We  recommend  that  this  Convention  be  a  delegated  body,  that  the  dele- 
gates to  it  be  elected  or  appointed  by  the  several  mission  conventions  of  the 
several  Clasf*es,  that  the  Executive  Classical  Committee  be  instructed  to  report 
to  Synod's  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  the  names  of  the  delegates  elected 
by  the  Claamcal  ConvenUon  to  the  Synodical  Convention  immediately  after  their 
election. 
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7.  The  trayeling  expenses  of  the  committee  amount  to  f  12  40,  for  the  pay* 
ment  of  which  proyision  should  be  made  by  this  S/nod. 

Bespectfullj  submitted, 

J.  E.  HiBSTBE.         Jko.  H.  Skchlbe. 
L.  E.  Evans.  Edw.  J.  Zahm. 

D.  B.  Mauoxr. 

In  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  report  the  first  resolution  was 
referred  to  a  special  committee  consistmg  of  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert,  J. 
A.  Peters  and  Elder  John  Saybold  to  suggest  to  Synod  the  best 
method  of  carrying  the  aforesaid  action  into  practical  effect.  The 
Committee  presented  the  'following  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Tour  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  suggest  the  best  means  of  carry- 
ing into  practical  effect  the  first  resolution  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Missionary  Operations  already  adopted  by  Synod,  vis :  "  We  recommend  that 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Missions  a  fair  representation 
be  given  the  /  Ursinus  Union  *  etc.,  would  respectfully  report,  that  we  have 
carefully  examined  the  subject  and  recommend  the  following  action." 

1.  Resolved,  That  when  the  term  of  office  of  the  meml^rs  of  the  present 
Board  of  Missions  shall  expire  two  years  hence  the  action  of  this  Synod  already 
taken  shall  be  borne  in  mind  and  be  complied  with. 

2.  Resolved,  That  for  the  ensuing  two  years  the  Ursinus  Union  shall  haye  the 
prifilege  of  sending  two  representatiTcs  who  shall  hare  a  seat  and  TOte  in  our 
BoBid  of  Missions  as  now  constituted. 

Bespeotfully  submitted,  D.  W.  Ebbsbt,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  'Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Finance.  The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  conrened  at  Reading, 
October  10,  1888. 

Fathebs  and  BBBTHRSir :  Tour  Board  of  Trustees  begs  leave  to  present  the 
following  report.    The  board  is  composed  of  the  following  members : 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,  whose  term  expires  January  1,  1884. 
Rey.  C.  S.  Qerhart,  "       "  *«      January  1,  1885. 

Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  whose  term  expires  Jan.  1,  1886. 
Elder  John  P.  Orth,  "       "  "       Jan.  1,  1887. 

ReT.  Jonathan  £.  Heister,      "       *'  «       Jan.  1,  1888. 

As  Elder  John  J.  Nissley's  term  will  expire  on  the  1st  of  January,  1884,  wo 
propose,  in  obedience  to  requirement  of  the  charter,  the  names  of  Elder  George 
Z.  Kunkle  and  Elder  John  J.  Meily  as  suitable  candidates  to  fill  said  yacaucy. 
The  following  resolution  wss  adopted  by  the  Board : 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  his  annual  report,  be  and  hereby  is  instructed 
to  caU  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  claim  of  Elder  George  Gelbach  (mentioned 
on  page  45,  Synod  Minutes,  1882). 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Orth,  PrtaidenL 


43 

JoRi  J.  NusLST,  Treasurer,    In  aee&mU  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church 

m  the  United  States. 

FOB  CORTINOEirr  TXJWD  AND  BOABD  OF  PUBLICATIOK. 

1882.  Ds. 

Oet  6,  To  Balance  in  Tremsuiy |  22  22 

"  7,    **  Cash  from  Tohickon  Classifl,  per  Isaac  O.  Gerhart,  Esq.,  TreM.    86  11 
**  10,  **  Cash  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.    59  00 
Not.  17, "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Clasiis,  per  Rct.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 28  82 

Dec.  12,  '<  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  BeT.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 88  02 

1868. 

Jan.  17,  "  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rot.  T.S.  Johnston,  D.D.,  Treas.  100  00 
Mar.  23,"  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Bey.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 14  71 

Jmie  5,  "  Cash  frvm  Philadelphia  Qassis,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.  168  40 
Sept.  7,  **  Cash   ftt>m   Lehigh  Classis,  per  Rct.  N.  S.  Strassburger, 

Treasurer 70  00 

*'  13,  *<  Cash  ftt>m  Ooshenhoppen  Classis,  per  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq., 

Treasurer 60  00 

"  17,"  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq.,  Treas.  200  60 
"  18,  "  Gash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rer.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 21  86 

"  22,  "  Guh  from  Tohickon  Classis,  per  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Esq.,  Treas.    60  00 
"  26,  "  Gash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  BeT.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 4  00 

"  26, "  Cash  fit>m  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Ber.  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 

Treasurer 86  00 

"  29,  "  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Bey.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.D.,  Treas    60  00 
29,  "  Cash  fix>m  Philadelphia  Classis,  per  H.  C.  HooTer,  Esq.,  Treas.     76  60 


«• 


M 
M 


|1,049  74 

1882.  Ck. 

Oct.  6,   By  cash  paid  Rer.  C.  S.  Gerhart,  traTelling  expenses   ....    |  1  14 
6,    "     "      «•    John  F.  Orth,  Esq.,         "             "           ....        2  86 
24^     *«     i«      M    Treasurer,  traTelling  expenses  to  Synod 6  60 

1883. 
Jan.  6,    "     **      **    BeT.  J.  P.  Stein,  salary  as  stated  olerk^transla- 

ting  Minutes  of  Synod,  postage,  &o 119  60 

F^.  17,  By  Cash  paid  Beformed  Church  Publication  Board  on  account 

for  printing  Minutes  of  Synod 176  00 

June  6,  By  cash  paid  same  for  balance  printing  Minutes  of  Synod,  ex- 

pressage,  &c. 186  92 

SepL29,By  cash  paid  W.  B.  Gross,  Esq.,  Treas.  of  General  Synod,  bal- 
ance due  on  apportionment^t  Tiffin,  Ohio 480  00 

"  29,  By  cash  paid  Inquirer  Printing  and  Publishing  Co.,  Lancaster, 
for  printing  report  of  Committee  to  examine  Draft  of  New 

Constitution 82  00 

Oct  6,    By  balance 96  18 

|1,049  74 


it 
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SXKKINO  FiTin>  AocotTKT* 

1882.  Dk. 

Oct.  6,  To  balance  in  Treasury |301  64 

'<   7,     **  Cash  ftrom  Tohickon  Classis,  per  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Esq.,  Treas.  1 95  00 
10,     "  Cash  from  Philadelphia  OafislB,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.    86  00 
Not.  17,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 47  21 

Dec.  12,  '<  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Claasis,  per  Bev.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 26  89 

1888. 
Jan.  17,  **  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rer.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.D., 

Treasurer 21  00 

"  18,  "  Cash  from  Lehigh  Claasis,  p^r  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Treas.  200  00 
Feb.  2,  "  Cash  from  Lehigh  Classis,  per  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburgbr,  Treas.  70  00 
Mar.  2S,  **  Gash  from  West  Susquehanna  Clasais,  per  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer • 25  82 

May  25,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  RevW.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 28  81 

June  5,   <'  Cash  from  Philadelphia  aassis,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.     84  00 
Sept.  7,  "  Cash  from  Lehigh  Classis,  per  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  Treas.  140  00 
■'  18,  "  Cash  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  per  D.  B.  Mauger,  Esq., 

Treasurer  . 100  00 

'*  17,  "  Cash  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  George  Hill,  Esq., 

Treasurer 202  60 

«  18,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rot.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 80  48 

*'  22,  "  Cash  from  Tohickon  Classis,  per  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Esq.,  Treas.  100  00 
"  25,  "  Cash  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas, 

Treasurer 12  00 

"  26,  '*  Cash  from  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 

Treasurer 80  00 

•*  29,  **  Cash  from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Rev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.D., 

Treasurer 150  00 

"  29,  "  Cash  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.  93  40 
Oct.  2,     **  Cash  from  PhUadelphia  aassis,  per  H.  C.  Hoover,  Esq.,  Treas.    .11  60 

1882.  Ce.  11,900  26 

Not.  4.    By  Cash  paid  R«y.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.  Ref'd  Ch.  Publication 

Board  on  account  of  money  due  estate  of  N.  Fisher  .   .   .  2500  00 
1888. 
Feb.  2.      **  Cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.,  six  mos.  interest  on 

$1,000,  loan  from  Home  Missions  to  Jan.  9,  1888  ...      80  00 
"  2.       **  Cash  paid  same,  accrued  interest  on  $500,  from  July  9  to 

October  2,  1882,  date  of  payment 7  00 

April  2.     "  Cash  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher.  Treas.  Ref'd  Church  Publi- 
cation Board,  on  account  of  money  due  estate  of  N.  Fisher  850  00 
Aug.  17.  "  Cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  Home  Mission,  six 

months*  interest  on  $l,00p  loan  to  July  9,  1888     ...      80  00 
**    17.  "  Cash  paid  same  on  account  of  principal  of  said  loan  .   .   •    600  00 

"     1 7.  "  Cash  paid  same,  accrued  interest  on  same 5  00 

Sept.  29.  **  Cash  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.  RefM  Church  Publi- 
cation Board  on  account  of  money  due  estate  of  N.  Fisher,  400  00 
Oct.  6.       •«   By  bahince 78  26 

$1,900  25 
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Tkt  nndcnigned,  *  oommitiee  appointed  to  audit  the  aooount  of  John  J. 
KiflBler,  Esq.,  Treemureir  of  S/nod,  certify  that  we  have  examined  his  aocount, 
eooipared  the  Toochers,  and  find  it  ooirect,  and  that  there  is  in  hie  hands  a 
baknee  dae  Contingent  Fund  of  196.13,  and  for  Sinking  Fund  $78.26. 

Mmrubmrg^  Fa.,  Oct.  6,  1888.  •  RuD.  F.  Kslkbb,  1  ^,„„.»^,, 

JohhF.Oeth,     }«««"«*'• 

SsMlXAmT  AHS    QSEHABT   FuiTD. 

1888.  Dr. 

Jan.  30.  To  Gksh  from  Isaac  Mumma,  six  mos.  int.,  part  KiefTer  legacy  $126  00 
March  28.  "  Cash  from  A.  and  8.  Harmer,  tweWe  mos.  int. ,  Cook  legacy  72  00 
April  6.      "  Cash  from  six  mos.  int.  on  $800,  Harrisburg  city  bonds, 

Gerhart  Legacy 9  00 

6.     **  Gash  from  Leoniurd  Mountz,  six  mos.  interest  on  part  of 

KiefTer  legacy 62  60 

5.     "  Cash  ttom  L.  and  A.  Mounts,  six  mos.  interest  on  part  of 

KiefTer  legacy 60  00 

Aog.  7.      "  Cash  from  Isaac  Mumma,  six  months*  interest  on  part  of 

Kieffer  legacy 126  00 

*'   7.      "  Cash,  six  mos.  interest  on  $300,  Harrisburg  city  sixes, 

Gerhart  legacy 9  00 

$452  60 

1888.  Cb.  ^^""^^ 

Feb.  17.  By  Cash  paid  John  B.  Roth,  Esq.,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  six  mos.  interest  on  part  Kieffer  legacy  126  00 

April  6,     "  Cash  paid  same  six  mos.  interest  on  Cook  legacy  ....      72  00 

**    6,     "   Cash  paid  same  six  mos.  interest  on  part  of  Kieffer  legacy  112  60 

Aug.  4,      "  Cash  paid  same  six  mos.  interest  on  part  of  Kieffer  legacy  126  00 

Sept.  24,     "   Cash  paid  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treasarer  Foreign  Missions,  one 

year's  interest  on  $100  of  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

24,     "   Cash  paid  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  Home  Missions,  one 

year's  interest  on  ^100  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

24,     "   Cash  paid  Roy.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, one  year's  interest  on  $100  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

$462  60 

The  following  Classes  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  are  in  arrears,  Tis : 

For  Sinking  Dtnd. 


ft 


u 


Vears. 

1881  Leb.  Oassis     $189  00 

1882  Leb.  Qassis       240  00 


/br  Contingent  fSind, 
Tean. 

1881  Lebanon  Oassis  $114  00 

1882  Lebanon  Classia    130  00 

$244  00 

1882  W.  Susquehanna  84  81;  1881  W.  Sosqueh'a      11  82 

1882  E.  Susquehanna  60  00  1882  W.  Susqueh'a      80  00 

1880  E.  Pennsylvania     66  00 

1881  E.  PennsylTania   184  00 

1882  £.  Pennsylvania     60  00 

289  00 


$379  00 

91  82 
1882  E.  Susqueh'a  100  00 
1879  E.  Penn'a     62  26 


Total $617  31 


1880  E.  Penn'a     60  00 

1881  E.  Penn'a    240  00 

1882  E.  Penn'a    100  00 

442  26 

Total ....  $1,018  07 
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Reverend  Fathen  and  Brethren:  Ab  mj  term  of  office  mm  a  member  of  tbe 
Boftrd  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  as  well  as  that  of  Treasurer  of  your  yenerable 
body,  expires  January  next,  you  will  be  called  upon  to  elect  my  successor 
during  your  present  sitting. 

In  presenting  this  my  fifth  and  last  annual  report,  I  beg  to  inform  Synod 
that  there  hare  been  no  changes  made  in  the  inTestments  of  Synod  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Treasurer  desires  to  inform  Synod  that  he  has  paid  $500  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  the  loan  from  Board  of  Home  Missions,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$500  unpaid ;  also  that  he  has  paid  $480,  balance  due  General  Synod  on  appor- 
tionment at  Tiffin,  Ohio;  and  farther  that  he  has  paid  $1,250  on  account  of 
the  $1,500  assumed  by  Synod,  due  the  estate  of  N.  Fisher,  leaying  a  balance  of 
$250  unpaid. 

The  treasurer  desires  to  inform  Synod  that  there  is  outstanding  on  Sinking 
Fund  account  $1,018.17;  if  this  will  be  paid,  there  is  no  occasion  for  any  fur- 
ther apportionment  for  this  account,  unless  Synod  desires  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  $887  due  Father  Gelbach.  There  is  also  outstanding  on  Contin- 
gent Account  $617.81 ;  if  this  will  be  paid,  it  will  be  sufficient,  with  the  amount 
in  the  treasury,  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of  Synod  for  the  coming  year. 
I  would,  however,  recommend  an  apportionment  for  this  account,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  expenses  attending  the  meeting  of  General  Synod  next  year. 

The  Treasurer  is  pleased  to  inform  Synod  that  a  minority  of  the  Classes  have 
paid  their  apportionments  promptly.  While  a  few  are  still  in  arrears,  yet  upon 
the  whole  there  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  this  direction  during  the  past 
year,  and  Synod  may  indeed  congratulate  itself  upon  the  flattering  condition 
of  its  financial  afbirs. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Bummehtoum,  Pa.,  Oct  6,  1888.  Jko.  J.  Niasi«ET,  ^eot. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report,  which 
was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted.  The  report  ia 
as  follows,  to  wit : — 

Tour  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  report,  that  the  following  items 
were  referred  to  it  for  consideration : 

I.  The  Treasurer's  Report. 

II.  The  Gelbach  Claim. 

in.  Item  5th  of  Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod. 

IV.  Instructions  with  reference  to  those  Classes  which  have  paid  up  their 
apportionments  in  fiiU. 

I.  Your  committee  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  notes  the  foUowing 
&cts: — 

1.  That  there  is  a  balance  of  $96.13  credited  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  a 
balance  of  $78.25  credited  to  the  Sinking  Fund. 

2.  That  $500  on  account  of  principal  of  loan  from  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions has  been  paid,  leaving  a  balance  of  $500  unpaid.  -   - 

8.  That  of  the  $1500  apportioned  at  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  1881,  to  cover 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Publication  Board  to  the  estate  of  Mrs.  N.  Fisher,  de- 
ceased, $1250  have  been  paid,  leaving  a  balance  of  $250  unpaid. 

4.  That  the  apportionments  on  Uds  Synod  by  the  General  Synod  have  been 
paidinlUU. 
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5.  Thftt  the  ftrreftragei  on  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds  are  as  follows : — 

FOB   OONrnrOKKT  FUKD. 

Leban<Mi  Classis  for  1881 |U4.00 

"   1882 180.00 

f  244.00 

West  Snsqnebanna  Classis  for  1882 84.31 

£ast  "  "       »*   1882 60.00 

£Mt  PennsjlTania       <*       "  1880 |  56.00 

"       •«  1881 184.00 

"  «'  "       "  1882 60.00 

289.00 

Total f617.81 

FOB  BIKKINa  rUHD. 

Lebanon  Classis  for  1881 |139.00 

"  1882 240.00 

f379.00 

West  Susquehanna  Classis  for  1881 |1J.82 

•*  »'  "      '•   1882 80.00 

91.82 

Esst  "  "      •«  1882 100.00 

£ist  PennsylTania        «       *'  1879 |62.25 

»  "  "      "   1880 60.00 

"  "  "      "   1881 240.00 

"      .  «•      «»  1882 100.00 

442.26 

Total  ;..... 11018.07 

6.  The  Treasurer  reports  that  if  the  arrearages  on  Assessments  of  Sinking 
Fund  be  paid  up,  the  debt  on  account  of  which  the  Fund  was  created  will  be 
met.     Your  committee,  therefore,  makes  no  assessments  for  said  Fund. 

7.  The  Treasurer  recommends  an  assessment  on  Contingent  Fund  to  meet 
expenses  attendant  upon  the  meeting  of  the  next  General  Synod.  In  the  judg- 
ment of  your  committee,  $200  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  said  expense.  We 
therefore  recommend  the  following  assessments : — 

Esst  PennsylTania  Classis $20.00 

Lebanon  *<       62.00 

Philadelphia  "       12.00 

Lancaster  «       14.00 

East  Susquehanna  «      20.00 

West          "  "      14.00 

Ooshenhoppen  "      20.00 

Tohickon  "      20.00 

Lehigh  •*      28.00 

Total $200.00 

n.  Under  the  head  of  <'GeIbaoh  Claim,''  a  paper  "to  the  Board  of  Home 
HisBons  in  the  United  States,"  was  referred  to  the  committee ;  from  which  we 
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learn  that  the  fotiowing  delinquenciee  exist,  as  appears  from  an  assessment 
made  by  our  Synod  in  1874 : — 

East  PennsyWania  Claseis $100.00 

Philadelphia                "        60.00 

Goshenhoppen             " 7.00 

Tohickon                      "        86.00 

East  Susquehanna       "        80.00 

West          "                 "        11.49 

Total 1298.49 

III.  The  item  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  is 
simply  this,  that  Synod  requires  all  delinquencies  to  be  paid  up  as  soon  as 
possible. 

IV.  According  to  a  resolution  of  this  Synod,  referred  to  us,  we  declare  the 
following  Classes  to  hare  paid  up  their  apportionments  on  Contingent  and 
Sinking  Funds :  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  Q^shenhoppen,  Tohickon  and  Lehigh. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eli  Eellsb,  Okmrman. 

The  expenses  and  incidents  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Synod  of  Bellefonte,  in  preparing  and  printing  an  opinion  on 
General  Synod's  draft  of  a  new  constitution,  amounts  to  sixty  dol- 
lars. An  order  was  granted  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of 
the  bill. 

The  expenses  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  Belle- 
fonte  to  formulate  a  basis  for  the  unification  of  our  missionary 
operations  amount  to  $12.40.  An  order  was  granted  on  the  Trea- 
surer for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Eiders  L.  S.  Heller  and  O.  L.  Dellinger  were  appointed  to  col- 
lect 25  cents  from  each  delegate  for  the  service  of  the  sexton.  The 
committee  subsequently  reported  that  $15.50  had  been  collected  for 
the  aforesaid  object,  and  handed  to  Dr.  Bausman,  the  pastor  of  the 
church.  At  the  request  of  the  pastor  Ibci,  the  following  action  was 
taken : 

Eesolvedt  That  in  Tiew  of  the  statement  made  that  the  services  of  the  sext«n 
are  paid  by  the  congregation,  the  amount  collected  for  this  purpose  from  the 
delegates  of  Synod  be  added  to  the  collection  for  Missions,  lifted  at  the  Mis- 
sionaiy  Meeting  of  Synod  on  Friday  eyening. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  16th  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  calling  for  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  a  year  ago,  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

Wesrkas,  A  discrepancy  appeared  in  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Status  of  Church  Members  whose  names  are  erased,  it  was 

Resolvedf  That  Rot.  N.  S.  Strassburger  be  declared  to  be  the  Chairman  of  said 
Committee,  and  that  his  report  be  hewird. 

The  report  was  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 
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In  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Ck)inmiitee  on  Minutes  of  Gasses, 
under  the  head  of  RequestA,  the  attention  of  Synod  was  directed  to 
the  £ict  that  the  charge  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  M.  L. 
Fritch  did  not  receive  credit  in  the  statistical  table  last  year  for 
the  money  contributed  for  benevolent  purposes.  In  view  of  this 
fiict  the  following  action  was  taken : 

Rtaohtd,  That  the  delegates  of  Lebanon  Classifl  in  the  present  sessions  of 
Synod  be  instructed  to  request  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Lebanon  Classis  to  forward 
to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  the  amount  of  money  collected  for  Benerolence  by 
Ser.  M.  L.  Fritch,  during  the  classical  year  ending  June,  1882. 

Seaolved,  That  the  Stated  Gerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  append  a  state- 
ment of  said  amount,  in  way  of  a  foot-note,  to  the  statistical  tables  of  Lebanon 
Classis  for  1883,  thus  giving  the  credit  omitted  in  statistical  tables  of  the 
Sjnodical  Minutes  for  1882. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of 
Classes,  under  the  head  of  23d  item,  that  part  referring  to  the  with- 
drawal of  Rev.  H.  Keller  from  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry, 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  A.  Peters, 
Greo.  8.  Sorber  ana  Elder  Jos.  Laubach,  who  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  adopted : 

BKPOBT  OV  THE  OASK  OP  BEV.  H.  KELLEB. 

Tour  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  action  of  West  Susquehanna  Dassis 
in  regard  to  the  retirement  of  Rev.  Henry  Keller  ft'om  the  active  duties  of  the 
Christian  ministry,  would  respectfully  propose  to  your  consideration  the  follow- 
ing action,  to  wit : — 

The  action  of  the  Classis,  as  recorded  in  the  minutes,  evidently  does  not  fhlly 
eover  the  request  made  by  Rev.  H.  Keller.  In  his  request  two  separate  and 
distinct  things  are  embraced :  1 )  The  one  is  a  request  to  engage  in  »ome  secular 
employment ;  2)  The  other  is  a  request  that  Classis  should  *'  withdraw  from  him 
the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  Christian  ministry.'*  By  this  latter  etpression, 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  communication,  he  evidently  means  that  he  be 
relieved  from  all  the  responsibility  in  his  ordination  vows. 

The  action  of  the  Classis  is  a  permission  granting  the  first  part  of  the  request, 
but  it  does  not  answer  the  second.  We  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing action : — 

jRe9ol9ed,  That  the  Claaeis  of  West  Pusquehanna  be  instructed  to  complete  its 
action  eo  far  as  to  say  to  Rev.  Henry  Keller,  that,  while  he  may  be  permitted, 
far  suificient  reasons,  to  engage  for  a  season  in  sonre  secular  employment,  the 
Clafl-U  has  no  authority,  agreeably  to  the  first  sentence  of  Article  14  of  the 
Coostitation  of  the  Church,  to  relieve  him  from  the  responsibilities  involved  in 
his  ordination  to  the  Christian  ministry. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Pbtbrs,  ChainMn, 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COUPI.AINTB, 

In  the  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes 
the  15th  item  tinder  the  head  of  ComplaiDts,  together  with  a  docu- 
ment from  Lebanon  ClaaiiB  bearing  on  the   same  subject  were  re- 
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ferred  to  a  spedal  committee  oonaistiiig  of  BevB.  I.  E.  Graeff,  W. 
E.  Erebs  ana  Elder  H.  C  Hoover. 
The  complaint  of  Lebanon  Oaasis  reads  as  follows : 

The  Lebanon  Classis  complaining  of  the  action  of  the  Goshenhoppen  Clasris 
vonld  call  attention  to  the  following  facts. 

Two  years  ago  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Lebanon  Classis  having  the 
difficulties  of  the  Belleman's  congregation  in  charge  retUsed  the  persistent  re- 
quests of  ReT.  P.  P.  A.  Hofiinan  to  officiate  there,  and  warned  him  not  to  make 
any  regular  appointments.  Notwithstanding  our  reftisal,  protest  and  warning 
he  went  Chere  and  still  continues  his  serrices. 

We  immediately  by  action  of  Classis  complained  to  Goehenhoppen  Classis  of 
this  irregularity  of  a  member  of  their  body,  calling  attention  to  his  persistent 
Tiolation  of  constitutional  proTisions.  We  appointed  a  committee  consisting  of 
BeT.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  H.  A.  Keyser,  to  carry  our  complaint  to  said 
Goshenhoppen  Classis.    They  attended  a  regular  meeting. 

Said  Goshenhoppen  dassis  by  a  series  of  resolutions  acknowledged  the  irr^^- 
larity,  courteously  telling  us  at  the  same  time  that  he  was  doing  a  good  work, 
and  asked  that  he  might  continue  to  do  so. 

We  respectftilly  declined  this  instruction,  and  informed  that  Classis  of  the  in- 
creased confusion  this  irregularity  was  producing. 

After  this  communication  was  received  by  them  they  saw  proper  to  dismiBS 
the  Rev.  P.  P.  A.  Hoffman  to  Lebanon  Classis  as  a  minister  in  good  and  regular 
standing. 

We  now  complain  to  the  ^nod  of  the  United  States. 

(1).  That  (Goshenhoppen  Classis  connived  at  the  irregularity  of  one  of  their 
members,  and  thereby  increased  this  confusion  in  one  or  our  congregations. 

(2).  That  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis  admitted  the  irregularity,  but  did  not 
correct  him  as  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  Church  and  interests  of  our 
congregation. 

(8).  Having  complained  of  Rev.  P.  P.  A.  Hoffman,  and  he  being  therefore 
nnder  discipline,  said  Goshenhoppen  Classis  dismissed  him  to  Lebanon  Classis 
giving  him  papers,  with  the  statement  that  he  is  <*  in  good  and  regular  standing.' ' 

By  request  of  Lebanon  Classis. 

H.   MOSSEE. 

J.  W.  Stsikxktz. 
D.  Wolf. 
Eeadinff,  Oct.  18, 1888. 


The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  which  was 
received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Lebanon  Classis 
against  the  action  of  Goehenhoppen  Classis  in  the  case  of  Rev.  P.  P.  A.  Hoffman, 
respectftilly  report  that  they  have  examined  said  complaint  and  find  it  in  order, 
and  therefore  propose  the  following  course  of  action : 

1.  The  complaint  Shall  be  read. 

2.  The  complainants  shall  have  fifteen  minutes  to  open  the  case,  after  that 
the  defendants  shall  have  half  an  hour  to  reply,  and  then  the  complainants  shall 
have  fifteen  minutes  to  close. 

After  this  the  members  of  Synod  shall  have  a  right  to  discuss  the  case,  but 
shall  be  limited  to  five  minute  speeches,  after  which  the  vote  siiall  be  taken. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L  £.  QtJLXMT,  Chairman. 
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The  discuflsion  of  the  complaint  wm  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  at  9  a.  h.  At  the  close  of  the  diacuasioD  the  vote  was 
taken  and  the  results  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Tttis-J.  J.  Criat,  G.  W.  Kenchner,  T.  A.  Huber,  H.  M.  Kieffer,  O.  S.  Sorber, 
D.  Van  Home,  J.  H.  Secbler,  T.  0.  Apple,  D.  C.  Tobiaa,  J.  B.  Kerschner,  J.  K. 
Millet,  6.  B.  Decbant,  T.  S.  Land,  O.  P.  Hartzel,  R.  L.  Gerh»rt,  Wm.  M.  Lan- 
dis.  J.  Kebm,  8.  K.  Gross,  I.  E.  Gi»e£f,  J.  n.  Leinbaeb,  N.  S.  Strassburger,  El- 
den  Jos.  L&ubach,  Geo.  Hartzell,  H.  C.  Hoover,  A.  SohweiUL,  J.  K.  linger,  W. 
H.  Seibert,  8.  L.  Dellinger,  G.  W.  Hensel,  Jno.  Zellera,  Chaa.  Newhart,  H.  Hel- 
vig,  J.  A.  Mojer,  L.  8.  Heller,  H.  Keller,  M.  AUbouse,  Wzn.  Fluck,  R.  H. 
KniDin,  T.  F.  Buff,  8.  Greisemer,  B.  8.  Leitan. 

Naja— Ber.  D.  W.  Ebbeii,  Joba  Weber. 

With  reference  to  further  action  in  the  case,  the  President  ap- 
pointed a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  T.  O.  Apple,  i. 
i^.  Graeff,  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  Elders  H.  C  Hoover  and  Jos.  Lau- 
bach,  to  whom  this  subject  was  referred. 

The  Committee  presented  its  report,  which  was  adopted.  It  reads 
as  follows : 

The  oommiUee  appointed  to  formulate  some  action  witb  reference  to  tbe  de- 
cision of  Synod  in  the  case  of  the  complaint  of  the  Lebanon  Ciaasis  against  the 
Goshenhoppen  Clasns,  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

The  Synod  has  decided  that  the  Lebanon  Classis  has  Talid  grounds  of  com- 
plaint because  a  member  of  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis  is  officiating  wkhin  the 
bounds  of  the  Lebanon  Classis  against  its  expressed  will  and  protest.  This  de- 
cision docs  not  necessarily  imply  a  censuie  against  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis. 
The  case  requires,  bowerer,  that  the  wish  of  the  Lebanon  Gassis  sliall  be  re- 
paded,  and  that  this  irregularity  shall  cease  as  soon  as  possible.  Your  commitr 
tee  therefore  recommend : 

1.  That  a  conference  be  held  by  the  delegates  present  from  both  Classes,  and 
the  President  of  Synod,  with  a  riew  to  advise  as  to  the  best  means  and  manner 
of  reaching  this  end  by  such  mutual  agreement. 

2.  If  then  the  irregularity  does  not  cease  within  a  giTen  timemutually  agreed 
Dpon  by  this  conference,  say  within  the  next  three  months,  it  will  be  ihe  duty 
of  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis  of  its  own  motion  to  proceed  in  the  waj  of  dis- 
cipline against  the  member  of  their  Classia  in  order  to  compel  .obedience  to  the 
nquiifmetkiB  of  the  const  itution. 

T.  G.  ApFLS,  Okotrmsn. 


ARTICLE  XVni. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 


No  special  action  was  taken  on  this  subject.  Banday  School 
topics  were  discussed  on  Saturday  eyening,  as  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Eeligioos  Services. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received, 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 
The  report  is  as  follows : — 

KEPORT  OF  THE  BOARD. 

To  the  Synoda  6f  the  United  States,  the  Potomac  and  Pittsbargh,  The  Board  of 
Publication  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report : — 

The  Board  has  met,  during  the  year,  three  times  in  rnnilar  session.  At 
the  second  meeting,  held  April  lOth.  1833,  Elder  Geom  Gelbach  presented  a 
certificate  of  election  as  a  member  from  the  Synod  oi  the  United  States,  aiid 
Elder  Henry  Wirt,  also  one  as  a  member,  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  for  the 
period  of  foar  years^  beginning  January  1st,  1883. 

The  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were  continued,  Viz. :— Qeorge  Gelbach, 
PrfgideiU.  and  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  Ihiring  the  several 
meetings  neld  the  Board  gave  the  usual  attention  to  the  interests  committed  to 
its  care  and  keeping. 

From  the  Annual  Statement  submitted  by  the  Superintendent  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board,  is  to  be  gathered  the  following : — 

Receipts  for  the  year  to  July  3l8ty  '83. — $40,790.37 
Diabursementa  *'       "  *'        "    ....-  40,999.41 

Excess  of  Disbursements. 209.04 


XioWliHVf,  1882 30^27.32 

"  1883 29,509.01 

Decrease  of  Liabilities 1,318.31 

General  AneU^  1882 77,879.50 

"  "    1883 : 70,628.75 

Decrease  of  Asseta 7,250.75 

General  ilnee« 35,628.75 

Add  Real  Estate 3o.00U.00 

Total  Assets $70,628.75 

General  Zro5t/il/e« 29,509.01 

Mortgage 20,000.00  49^509.01 

Excess  of  Assets $21,119.74 

From  the  same  statement  is  also  to  be  gathered  the  fact,  that  as  a  whole,  the 
Periodicals  published  by  the  Board  have  made  some  advance  in  the  number  of 
subscribeiiB  during  the  year.  The  Sunday-School  Helps  especially  have  increased 
in  circulation  and  gained  in  popularity.  Those  recently  added  to  the  number 
have  met  with  g^eat  favor.  It  is  the  ^iirpose  to  make  tliem  still  more  np  to  iU«» 
wants  of  those  lor  whom  they  are  specially  adapted. 

The  Board  has  resolved  to  change  the  name  of  *'  The  Child's  Treasury  "  to  that 
of  **The  Sunday-School  Treasury.''  and  to  issue  it  after  the  end  of  tne  present 
volume  as  a  Sexni*Monthly  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  it  to  20  cts.  per  copy,  when 
over  five  copies  are  taken,  and  25  cts.  per  single  copy.  The  Advanced  Ije^cvri 
Paper,  after  January  Ist,  next,  will  be  issued  Quarterlif,  wi^  some  additional 
features  that  will  commend  themselves  to  those  using  tuern.  The  subscriptioii 
price  wiU  be  thereafter  $6iX)  per  hundred  copies  a  year. 
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The  Book  Department  has  been  generallr  patronised  during  the  year,  and  the 
receipts  eompare  favorably  with  those  of  tne  past  few  years.  The  aim  has  been 
to  make  it  what  the  Church  wants  and  needs, — a  medium  throush  which  can  be 
obtained  the  Publications  of  the  Church  and  those  of  other  nouses  at  a  fair 
pmfit 

The  number  of  books,  tracts  and  services  of  different  kindR,  printed  for  this 
D-partment  during  the  year,  has  been  93,500 — includin'<  15,000  Almanacs. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  stock  in  the  store  and  place  an  esti- 
isate  on  the  same,  suomittdd  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : — 

• 

To  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board:  The  nndersigned  members  of  your 
Cnmmittee,  appointed  to  examine  the  stock  and  accounts  of  the  Board,  would 
present  the  following  report; — 

In  examining  the  stock  of  books,  stationery  and  publications  on  hand,  we  find 
s  Urge  amount  of  unsaleable  stock  which  we  deducted  a  large  percentage  from 
cost,  in  some  eases  as  much  as  75  per  cent.,  and  on  a  very  large  amount  50  per 
cent. 

Mnch  of  the  stock  is  the  accumulation  of  years,  and  we  recommend  its  sale 
for  whatever  it  will  bring,  by  auction  or  otherwise. 

We  find  a  large  amount  of  old  accounts  for  subscriptions  which  we  consider 
eorirelv  worth less^  and  have  not  put  any  valuation  upon  them.  We  have  also 
made  farge  deductions  from  the  E^timateii  value  of  Fixtures,  Cuts.  Plates,  Copy- 
risrhts,  ^.  and  endeavored  to  aim  as  near  as  possible  at  a  cash  value  of  the 
Assets  of  the  Board. 

You  will  find  Statement  of  stock  in  store,  Book  acconnts,  Ac.,  accompanying 
this  report. 

Bespeetinlly  submitted, 

Phila.  Sep.  4, 18«3.  Jamks  T.  Rebkb,        J  ^^^^^^ 

To  carry  into  ezecntion  the  Plan  of  Life-Membership  subscriptions  for  ''  The 
MEasENGER,"  which  was  adopted  a  year  ago,  the  Boui)  appointed  £lder  Jacob 
Heyser,  of  Chambersbnrg,  Pa.,  as  its  Agent.  Mr.  Heyser  since  his  appointment 
his  canvas*^  several  sections  of  the  Church,  and  6as  thus  far  succeeded  in 
securing  ttix  subscriptions  at  $100.00  for  the  life  of  two.  and  eleven  at  $50.00  for 
the  li/e  of  one.  Quite  a  number  of  these  were  taken  by  congregations  for 
their  Pastor.  With  these  he  has  also  the  promise  of  auite  a  number  of  others  in 
(Iu>^  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  at  no  distant  day,  a  large  number  may  thus  be 
obtaiufd. 

At  its  last  meeting  the  Board  took  the  following  action,  which  speaks  for  itself: 

Whereag^  It  is  |xeeedingly  desirable  that  the  debt  of  the  Board  be  reduced  as 
«pc«dily  and  as  much  as  possible,  and  * 

Whereat,  We  have  a  just  claim  upon  the  liberality  of  the  Church  in  view  of 
the  1  fss  sustained  by  the  burning  of  our  Establishment  at  Chambersburg  during 
the  War,  and — 

Whrreas^  The  S3niod  of  the  United  States,  before  the  formation  of  the  other 
i^vnods  now  owning  the  Printing  Establishment,  at  the  Synod  held  at  Lancaster, 
F%.,  in  18^4,  authorized  the  placing  of  an  Agent  in  tH^  field  to  revise  $<)0,000  for 
th*'  use  of  the  Board,  very  little  of  which  has  ever  been  raised,  and — 

Wk4Frea4f  The  said  order  has  never  been  rescinded,  but  is  still  in  force  and 
Applies  as  well  to  the  other  Synods  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  the  mother 
^^food,  therefore — 

R^tolred,  That  we  place  an  Agent  or  Agents  in  the  field  to  raise  all  that  is  poe- 
kfhle  of  the  said  ^^,000  from  the  congregations  belonging  to  the  three  Synods 
represented  in  the  Board. 
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Retolwd^  That  Elder  Jacob  HejBer  be  avthorized,  io  connection  with  secnring 
life-memb^hip  snbecriptionB  for  "  The  Messenger,"  to  collect  all  he  can  in  any 
amounts,  people  are  willing  to  give  for  this  object. 

It  is  probablj  neceepanr  to  add  here,  that  the  mone}*!  obtained  from  life-mem- 
bership subscnptions  and  from  collections  made  br  the  Agent,  are  to  be  applied 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  old  debt  of  the  Board.  This  debt,  for  the  most  part,  was 
incurred  by  the  express  direction  of  the  Synods  themselves,  and  the  Board,  there- 
fore, feels  warranted  in  expecting  that  the  resolutions  of  the  past  will  be  made 
good  through  the  meanA  now  inaugurated.  The  Board  wishes  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  these  moneys  are  not  for  its  present  conduct,  as  its  financial  con- 
dition otherwise  and  its  operations  clearly  show  that  it  is  self-sustaining,  besides 
paying  in  full  the  interest  accruing,  year  by  year,  upon  its  old  debt,  out  of  its 
receipts.  With  this  debt  removed,  the  interest  thus  paid  would  then  go  towards 
extending  its  operations.  The  Board  hopes  that  the  Agent  will  receive  a  hearty 
welcome  and  a  liberal  response  from  I^tors  and  people  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Synods. 

The  Board  would  express  its  appreciation  of  the  minority  of  the  Synods  re- 
sponding so  willingly  to  the  overture  presented  in  its  report  of  last  year,  asking 
them*  to  see-that  at  least  one  collection  oe  lifted  annually^  for  the  um  of  the  Board, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  will  t^e  &vorab]e  action 
upon  the  same.  A  number  of  congregatioBs  have  lifted  them  in  compliance  with 
the' action  of  their  Synod  with  a  verv  gratifying  result.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  may  continue  to  do  so  year  aner  year,  and  that  others  will  follow  their 
example. 

During  the  year  a  jwcket  edition  of  "  Hvmns  for  the  Beformed  Church  "  has 
been  issued ;  also  an  edition  of  "  The  Heiaelberg  CSatechism,"  from  new  plates  : 
both  of  which  have  met  with  decided  favor.  The  former  has  since  been  introduced 
in  many  of  our  churches,  whilst  others  contemplate  doing  so  at  an  early  date. 

It  was  hoped  that  long  before  this  the  Board  would  m  able  to  issue  a  book  of 
music  for  the  new  hymirbook,  but,  though  it  had  decided  to  publish  a  book  en- 
titled. **  Tunes  for  Worship  " — i.  e.,^  Tunes  only,— difficulties  arising  to  delay  the 
completion  of  the  selection  of  music  by  the  Committee  having  it  in  chaise,  and 
there  being  somewhat  of  a  demand  for  a  "  Hjrmnal "  instead — t.  c.  Tunes  and 
Words— and  the  Superintendent  not  wishing  to  take  upon  hin^self  the  responid- 
bilitv  of  publishing  it  in  a  form  not  likely  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  Churcn,  the 
Whole  matter  was  deferred  until  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board.  It  was  then  resolved 
that  the  whoTe  subjeet  be  referred  to  the  three  Synnds.  to  decide  as  to  what  form 
in  which  the  music  shall  be  published — simply  as  a  Tune  Book,  or  a  HymnaL 
Inieither  case,  partnmlarly  if  they  decide  that  it  shall  be  issued  in  the  latter  form, 
they  will  be  expected  to  provide  in  some  way  or  other  the  funds  with  which  to 
meet  the  expense  of  electrotypiog,  editing,  copyrights,  &c., — ^tbe  Board  not  hav- 
ing the  frraos  with  which  to  do  it.  The  expense  will  not  be  much  less  than  from 
$1,500  to  $2,500. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  several  periodicals  published  by  tiie  Board  and  the 
encouragement  of  those  who  may  be  reonested  to  contribute  to  their  columns,  a 
certain  amount  has  been  placed  at  the  aispoeal  of  the  editors,  with  which  Uiey 
mav  compensate  such,  to  some  degree  at  least. 

The  terms  of  the  following  Trustees  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  year : 
— B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  and  G.  S.  Griffith  from  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac,    it  will  devolve  upon  these  two  Synods,  therefore,  at  their  next 
annual  seasionB  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  wUl  thus  occur  in  the  Board. 

The  Board  in  good  faith  Aakes  the  several  progressive  steps  named  in  this  re- 
port, and  it  has  good  reason  to  hope  that  it  will  be  seconded  by  the  Church,  whose 
creature  it  is,  in  all  laudable  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  and  enlarge  the 
iphere  of  that  which  has  been  placed  in  its  charge. 

Chab.  G.  Fishbb,  Secretary,  Geo.  Qelbach,  Freaident 

Philadelphia,  Sept  14^  1883. 
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The  foUowiDg  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  to  raper- 
intend  the  Pablication  of  the  ^*  Hauafreund'*  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

BEPOBT  OF  OOXMirrSE  OV  THIS  '*  HAU8FREUHD.*'     ' 

The  Committee  under  whose  superintendanoe  the  **  ffat^freund**  \B  published 
beg  lesTe  to  report : 

That  it  continaes  to  be  pnbliahed  ereiy  two  weehs  under  the  able  editorship 
of  Dr.  Bansman. 

It  giTes  OS  plessure  to  report  that  its  eircuUtion  is  gradually  increasing. 
There  are  at  present  2650  subscribers.  It  has  no  debts  and  annual  contribu- 
doB8  from  Its  fbnds  are  made  to  Tarious  bencTolent  objects  of  the  Church. 
During  the  jear  $100  was  appropriated  to  Domestic  MissionSi  $150  to  Church 
Extension,  and  $20  to  the  Northern  Illinois  College. 

We  beliere  that  it  accomplishes  to  a  great  extent  the  object  at  which  it  aims, 
rix :  To  awaken  a  greater  interest  among  our  Penna.  Germans  in  Missions  and 
general  Church  work,  as  well  as  to  elerate  the  character  of  the  Christian  Ufe. 

Respectftilly  submitted,  J  W.  Stitnkbtk, 

For  the  Committee. 

The  standing  Committee  on  Publicatioo  to  whom  the  foregoing 
reports  were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report  which  was  re- 
ceived, taken  up  item  by  item,  amended  and  adopted. 

The  report  reads  as  follows: — 

Dear  fbthen  and  Brethren. — Tour  Committee  on  Publication  begs  leare  to 
offer  the  following  report : 

Two  papers  were  referred  to  it,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  ^'Beformirte 
ffauefr^md^"  and  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  *'  Jlau^emui"  eontinnee  to  increase  ita  subscription  list,  is  not  only  f^ee 
from  debt,  but  able  to  appropriate  money  for  beneTolent  purposes. 

With  regard  to  our  Board  of  Publication  it  affords  your  Committee  great 
j^eeflnre  to  say  that  the  enterprise  and  progress  exhibited  during  the  preening 
year  are  flilly  snstuned  during  the  year  just  closed.  The  Board  is  in  a  healthy 
condition,  haTing  not  only  paid  the  interest  on  its  heavy  debt  but  decreased  ita 
UabiliUes  to  the  extent  of  $1818. 

It  Is  greatly  to  be  desired  howcTer  that  these  liabilities  should  be  paid  more 
rapidly  than  can  be  done  by  withdrawing  a  sum  annually  from  the  profits  of 
the  Publication  concern.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  the  Board  has  appointed 
an  agent,  Elder  Jacob  Heyser,  to  canvass  the  three  Synods  represented  by  it, 
and  collect  money  in  whatever  amounts  our  people  may  be  inclined  to  give 
them,  and  alao  t<r  secure  subscription  for  the  Me$een§^er  on  the  life-membership 
plaa. 

With  this  same  end  in  view  the  Board  also  hopes  that  such  action  wiU  be 
taken  at  this  meeting  of  the  Synod  as  to  encourage  the  canying  out  of  the  plan 
adopted  last  year,  requesting  the  several  Classes  to  instruct  their  pastors  to  lift 
one  collection  annually  in  each  songregation,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Board. 

Eq>ecial]y  worthy  of  attention  is  the  action  of  the  Board  placing  a  sum  of 
money  in  the  hands  of  its  several  editors  for  the  purpose  of  compensating  in 
some  degree  those  who  ftvor  our  periodicals  with  contributions.  At  a  time 
when  the  Board  is  cumbered  with  a  heavy  debt  it  may  seem  iigudicious  to  ex- 
pend any  money  for  a  purpose  which  for  so  many  years  has  been  regarded  as 
unneeessary.  We  must,  however,  remember  that  frequently  the  best  way  to 
save  a  dollar  is  to  spend  it  wisely ;  that,  while  the  br^ul  can  never  be  denied 
the  children,  a  bushel  of  wheat  stored  away  in  the  gamer  is  of  far  less  value 
than  a  bushel  of  wheat  apparently  thrown  away  by  t>eing  planted  in  the  soil. 
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In  the  judgment  of  the  best  new8f>aper  and  magasine  publiaben,  the  whole 
income  derived  from  a  periodical  can  nerer  be  entirely  withdrawn  from  the 
paper  without  serious  and  often  fatal  ii^ury.  One  of  the  absolute  requirements 
of  a  periodical,  aiming  at  success,  is  continual  variety  and  freshness.  As  soon 
as  it  begins  (b  move  on  an  even  plsin,  it  becomes  monotonous  and  dull.  No 
matter  how  high  is  the  literary  merit  shown  in  its  columns,  sameness  deadens 
attention ;  and  in  order  to  maintain  its  hold  upon  a  community  the  periodical 
must  descend  to  a  wretched  expedient  and  go  a  begging.  The  **  Press,"  the 
••Herald,"  the  ••Tribune,"  the  ••Independent,"  the  ••Century,*'  ••Harper's 
Magazine,"  '•  St.  Nicholas,"  are  continually  forcing  attention  to  themselves  by 
the  publication  of  essays  and  stories  of  special  applicability  to  the  wants  of 
their  readers,  and  by  frequent  and  powerful  appeals  to  their  attention  by  the 
discussion  of  themes  of  absorbing  interest. 

If  we  hope  for  success  with  our  Church  periodicals  we  must  learn  a  lesson 
from  the  secular  press.  In  the  judgment  of  your  committee  success  cannot  he 
attained  in  any  other  way.  And  nothing  will  conduce  so  strongly  to  the  attjun* 
ment  of  this  end  as  the  plan  lately  adopted  by  the  Board.  For  no  matter  what 
may  be  the  talent  of  an  editor  no  single  mind  is  capable  of  watching  the  signs 
of  the  hour  and  studying  the  needs  and  tone  of  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time 
composing  articles  of  continued  and  varied  interest  as  success  absolutely  requires. 

With  the  secular  press  the  editor  is  little  more  than  the  watchman  on  the 
tower  observing  the  movements  of  events  transpiring  below  him,  and  the  direc- 
tor of  a  whole  host  of  noble  and  talented  writers.  What  the  hour  requires  he 
supplies,  when  interest  flags  he  rouses  it,  not  so  much  by  his  own  compositions  as 
by  using  the  productions  of  other  men,  each,  if  not  one,  perchance,  is  strong 
only  in  a  special  line. 

To  place  our  editors  in  this  position  is  required  if  we  even  hope  to  make  any 
real  advance  to  the  attainment  of  that  success  and  useftilness  which  we  all  so 
heartily  desire. 

Another  item  of  great  importance  brought  forward  by  the  report  of  the  Board 
is  the  publication  of  a  tune  book,  the  question  to  be  answered  being:  ••  Shall  we 
have  a  hymnal  with  tunes  or  simply  a  tune  book  ?"  The  hymnal  would  require 
the  expenditure  of  from  1,500  to  2,600  dollars,  and  the  Bosjrd  does  not  feel  itself 
able  to  publish  suoh  a  work  unless  the  Synod  furnishes  the  money.  There  is  a 
doubt  too  in  the  minds  of  many  whether  the  new  hymn  book  reaUy  meets  the 
wants  of  the  Church,  whether  it  must  not  in  the  near  future  give  way  to  a  book 
of  broader  and  more  general  character.  In  view  of  the  divergent  views  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject  the  Board  was  unwilling  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
deciding,  and  accordingly  referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  three  Synods. 

In  view  of  the  above,  your  committee  would  respectfliUy  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing action : 

Hetolvedt  That  we  cordially  endorse  the  action  of  the  committee  under  whose 
supervision  the  Publication  of  ••  Re/omUrU  Hauafreund^*  is  conducted,  and  com- 
mend it  anew  to  the  members  of  our  churches. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  comprising  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
are  requested  to  render  whatever  aid  they  can  to  Elder  Heyser  in  hb  efforts  to 
collect  money  for  the  Board. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Classes  are  hereby  urged  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  have  one  collection  annually  lifted  in  each  congregation  for  the  use  of  the 
Board.  Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  L.  Gbbhart,  Chairman, 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION. 

Geo.  W.  Heufiel,  1  year,  James  T.  Beber,  2  years,  Geo,  Oelbach, 
3  years. 
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ARTICLE  XX- 

OOVERNMEKT. 

CHA50E  IK  THE  LEVMATA  OF  THE  MIKUTES  OF  8TS0D. 

Whkreas,  The  Synod  of  the  United  States  han  not  elected  delegates  to  cor- 
Ksposding  bodies  since  1879 ;  and 

Whkkeas,  The  election  of  such  delegates  belongs  properly  to  the  General 
Synod;  thereforCt 

Ri^olvtd^  That  Article  IX.,  which  treats  of  correspondence  with  sister  cLurches, 
be  hereafter  omitted  in  the  Lemmata  of  Minutes  of  this  Synod. 

OBDEB  TO  THE  GLEBES  OF  CLASSES. 

Wbebxas,  Time  will  be  gained  by  having  the  Roll  of  Synod  prepared  in  ad- 
iiB«e  of  its  annaal  meetings ;  therefore, 

Staohed,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  enjoined  upon  the  different  Classes  to 
instniet  their  Stated  Clerks  to  submit  the  credentials  of  their  representative 
delegates  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  at  least  ten  days  before  its  sessions  begin, 
sod  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  prepare  his  roll  accordingly. 

LAVDSDALE  MISSIOIT. 

Id  the  Report  of  Minutes  of  Classes,  the  12th  item  was  referred 
to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  T.  G.  Apple,  N  S.  Strass- 
burger  and  Elder  Jos.  Laabach,  who  presented  the  rollowiug  report, 
which  was  adopted  : — 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  overture  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis, 
in  regard  to  the  Landsdale  Mission,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following : 

it  seems  that  at  a  certain  stage  in  the  correspondence  between  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Tohickon  Classes,  in  reference  to  the  management  of  this  mission,  the 
latter  Classis  (the  Tohickon)  raises  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  claiming  that 
the  Landsdale  congregation  belongs  to  the  Tohickon  Classis.  The  Tohickon 
Classis,  howerer,  had  previously  asked  Philadelphia  Classis  to  cede  to  said 
Tohickon  Classis  the  territory  on  which  the  Landsdale  church  stands,  thereby 
acknowledgiag  that  that  church  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Philadelphia 
Claris.  In  the  examination  the  committee  has  given  to  the  matter^  it  has  been 
acknowledged  by  delegates  from  both  Classes  concerned  that  this  church  is 
located  on  territory  belonging  to  the  Philadelphia  Classis.  The  congregation,  so 
long  as  it  continues  to  worship  in  the  church  building  at  Landsdale,  must  there- 
fore be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Philadelphia  Classis. 
The  oommittee  therefore  submit  the  following  action : 

Seaoi^ed,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Tohickon  Classis.  in  its  relation  to  the 
mission  church  at  Landsdale,  to  recognize  and  respect  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Philadelphia  Classis  over  that  territoiy. 

Aa  tlte  Pmiadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  not  only  to  give  expression  on  the 
point  of  jurisdiction,  but  that  Synod  also  take  such  other  action  aa  it  may  think 
beet  in  the  esse,  your  committee  think  that  the  two  Classes  are  fully  competent 
to  settle  their  relations  to  the  management  of  this  mist«ion,  especially  when  the 
point  of  jurisdiction  is  decided,  and  that  by  appointing  committees  of  confer- 
ence, or  in  some  other  way,  they  can  arrange  and  determine  what  is  best. 

Until  something  more  definite  on  this  general  sul^ject  of  the  management  of 
the  Landsdale  Mission,  Synod  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  take  any  fUrther 
action  at  present. 

Respectfiilly  submitted, 

T.  Q.  Appl£,  Chairman, 
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BEPORT    OF  THE    OOHHITTEE    OIT    GENERAL    8T50D*S    DRAFT    OF  THE  HEW 

OONSTITUTIOir. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  the  annual  meeting  held  at  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  October,  1882,  to  ex- 
amine the  draft  of  the  New  Constitution  submitted  by  the  Oeneral  Synod, 
convened  at  Tiffin  inMay,  1881. 

This  committee  was  instructed  to  perform  the  woilt  which  was  enjoined  by 
the  General  Synod  upon  the  Synods  and  the  Classes,  as  expressed  by  the  fol* 
lowing  action :  — 

*'  We  recommend  that  the  General  Synod  order  this  draft  to  be  printed  in 
ftiU  in  the  minutes  of  (General)  Synod,  and  that  Synods  and  Classes  be  requested 
to  give  the  same  a  oareftil  examination  and  consideration ;  and  also  to  give  an 
expression  of  their  opinion  with  respect  especially  to  the  following  important 
proposed  changes  in  our  practical  goTcmment,  namely:  1.  Annual  sessions  of 
the  General  Synod ;  2.  Election  of  delegates  by  Synods  instead  of  Classes ;  3. 
Concentration  of  church  work  on  Boards  appointed  by  the  General  Synod." 

On  this  recommendation  of  the  General  Synod,  our  Synod  at  BeUefonte  took 
action  as  follows : 

"  This  whole  subiect,"  as  expressed  in  the  Minutes,  p.  66,  **  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee,  *  «  •  to  rcrport  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod." 

These  instructions  are  not  definite,  and  the  committee  had  to  interpret  the 
purpose  of  its  appointment  as  best  it  could. 

After  we  had  closely  studied  the  language  of  General  Synod's  recommenda- 
tion—also the  action  of  our  own  Synod  at  BeUefonte— we  decided  that  the  com* 
mittee  was  ordered  to  do  two  things,  one  general  and  the  other  particular, 
namely,  to  examine  the  entire  draft  of  the  proposed  new  Constitution  and 
report  thereon  to  this  body,  and  especially  to  consider  three  new  features  in  it. 
Thus  understanding  the  purport  of  its  appointment,  the  committee  endeaTored 
to  comply  with  the  recommendaUon  of  General  Synod,  and  herewith  presents 
the  results  of  its  work. 

During  the  year  we  have  held  three  meetinn — the  first  at  Lancaster,  in  De- 
cember last,  continuing  three  days ;  the  second  also  at  Lancaster,  in  February, 
when  we  were  in  session  five  days,  and  a  final  meeting  of  three  days,  in  June, 
at  AUentown. 

As  regards  the  three  new  features  submitted  to  ns  for  eonuderation,  we  pro- 
pose the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved^  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  it  is  expedient  that  the  G^eral  Synod  should  not  meet  an- 
nually, but  triennially. 

2.  Reaolvtd,  That  this  Synod  is  not  in  fiiTor  of  having  the  delegates  to  the 
General  Synod  elected  by  Synods,  but,  as  is  now  done,  by  the  Classes. 

8.  Rewlvedt  That  this  Synod  does  not  deem  a  concentration  of  church  work 
additional  to  that  proTided  by  the  existing  Constitution,  in  Boards  appointed  by 
the  General  Synod,  to  be  either  expedient  or  desirable. 

As  recommended  by  the  General  Synod,  your  committee  also  oareAiUy  exam- 
ined the  entire  new  draft.  We  studied  the  general  plan,  including  Parts,  Chnp- 
ters  and  Sections ;  also  the  Articles,  one  by  one,  and  the  forms  of  expression. 
In  all  these  respects  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  new  draft*  of 
our  organic  law  ought  to  be  rery  much  modified.  Entertaining  this  conviction • 
we  revised  and  reconstructed  the  whole  document.  After  we  had  gone  through 
it,  we  found  that  our  proposed  changes  as  regards  the  plan,  the  numbering  of 
the  articles  and  the  forms  of  expression,  were  so  numerous  and  various«that  by 
simply  describing  these  changes  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  intelligently 
to  compare  our  revision  with  General  Synod's  draft.  Hence  we  decided  that 
the  simplest  and  most  intelligible  manner  of  making  our  report,  would  be  to 
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reproduce  the  doeument,  incorporating  all  our  proposed  modifications  as  to  plan, 
ehftpterB,  artidee  and  language ;  and,  following  precedent,  to  submit  it  in  a 
printed  pamphlet, 

Jndging  firom  many  indications  of  the  mind  of  ministers  and  elders  respecting 
the  ii^te  new  features  to  which  special  attention  has  been  directed,  the  com- 
mittee made  changes  on  the  presumption  that  the  three  resolutions  which  it 
proposes  will  meet  the  approval  of  thia  Synod.  These  new  features  have 
Kcordis^y  been  suppressed  in  General  Synod's  draft,  as  modified  by  your 
oofflmitiee. 

It  would  extend  thia  report  unduly  and  unnecessarily  to  assign  the  reasons 
vhieh  have  goremed  us  in  making  changes.  Such  reasons  are  reserved,  and, 
if  need  be,  they  will  be  given  orally  to  Synod  or  to  a  special  committee,  as  one 
topic  after  another  may  arise  for  consideration.  We  have  aimed  at  lirevity, 
combined  with  flilness,  at  directness  and  exactness  of  expression,  and  consist- 
ency. The  whole  document  has  been  reduced  one-fourth,  yet  no  item,  we 
think,  haa  been  omitted,  the  three  new  features  excepted. 

To  forestall  misapprehension,  we  deem  it  proper  to  add  that  the  committee 
hss  confined  itself  to  the  work  of  modifying  the  draft  submitted  by  General 
Synod.  No  new  principle  has  been  introduoed,  nor  has  any  element  distinctive 
of  the  government  of  the  Reformed  Church  been  eliminated. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  suggested  that  this  Synod  request  the  Gkneral  Synod  to 
revise  the  **  Forms'*  appended  to  the  Constitution ;  also  to  add  two  new  Forms, 
namdy,  one  for  swearing  a  witness  and  another  for  affirming  a  witness. 

Be^iectfully  submitted, 

£.  V.  Gerhabt,  N.  S.  Stbassburoeb, 

J.  H.  DuBBS,  Chableb  Dekues, 

Geo.  Hill. 


In  connection  with  the  adoption  of  this  report,  the  following  ad- 
ditional action  was  taken : 

Re9ol9€d,  That  this  report  be  approved  as  a  whole ;  and  farther,  that  the  new 
Constitution,  as  revised  and  corrected  by  the  committee,  be  sent  up  to  the 
General  Synod,  to  be  used  by  th.\t  body  to  come  to  a  final  conclusion  in  its 
voriL  of  providing  the  church  with  a  new  organic  law. 

CONSTITDTION  OP  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH  IN  THE 

UNITED  STATES. 

For  the  maintenance  of  truth  and  order  agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God,  the 
Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States  ordains  this  Constitution  to  be  her  fund- 
amental law  for  government,  doctrine  and  cultus,  and  declares  the  same*to  have 
himiiiig  authority  on  all  her  members,  congregations  and  courts. 

CHAPTER  L— THE  CHURCH. 

BECTI05   I. — MEMBEBS. 

ArtieU  1.  Persons  received  into  the  communion  of  the  Church  by  confirmation, 
certificate  or  otherwise,  and  not  afterwards  excluded  from  the  Lord's  Supper, 
are  eommunieant  members.    They  are  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
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of  the  Church,  and  can  be  deprived  of  the  same  only  by  due  course  of  discipline. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  congregation,  they  may  vote  on  all  questions  submitted  to 
them  for  decision.     (7  C.  &  86  S.  L .♦) 

ArtieU  2.  Members  of  other  branches  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  good  and 
regular  standing,  may  be  received  into  the  membership  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
by  a  certificate  of  dismission.  If,  however,  such  a  certificate  cannot  be  pro- 
cured, no  mortel  impediment  existing,  they  may  be  received  by  a  renewal  of 
their  profession.  This  does  not  preclude  the  Pastor  and  Consistory  from  de- 
ciding in  either  case,  whether  they  shall  or  shall  not  be  instructed  in  the  fund- 
amental truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  as  set  forth  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism, 
and  then  received  by  confirmation.     (88.) 

Article  8.  Members  removing  from  one  congregation  to  another,  shall  obtain 
a  certificate  of  dismission,  and  at  the  first  opportunity,  unite  with  the  congre- 
gation into  whose  bounds  they  have  moved.  The  pastor  dismissing  them  shall 
immediately  communicate  the  fact  to  the  congregation  to  which  they  have  been 
dismissed.  A  certificate  in  all  cases  shall  be  valid  only  for  one  year  from  its 
date.  Until  the  dismissed  members  are  received,  and  due  notice  of  their  recep- 
tion has  been  given,  they  continue  amenable  to  the  congregation  which  dis- 
missed them.  In  the  case  of  an  Elder  or  Deacon  in  active  service,  his  applica- 
tion for  dismission  shall  be  regarded  as  a  resignation  of  his  ofiSce.    (89.) 

SECTION  II. — C0NOREGATI017S. 

Article  4.  A  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church,  is  a  body  of  Christian 
people,  receiving  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  as  its  standard  of  ftdth  and  discip- 
line, and  orgnnix«>d  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution.     (6  C.) 

ArticU  6.  Whenever  a  new  congregation  is  to  be  constituted,  it  is  necessary  to 
secure  the  signatures  of  the  church  members  who  are  willing  to  enter  into  such 
organization  to  the  following  memorial  addressed  to  Classis : 

**  We,  whose  names  arc  hereunto  affixed,  desiring  to  eiyoy  the  holy  ordinan- 
ces of  the  Christian  Church,  do  hereby  petition  the  Classis  of to  con- 
stitute us  a  congregation  under  the  name  of congregation  in  the  town- 
ship (town  or  city)  of county  of and  State  of ,  and 

declare  our  readiness,  upon  the  granting  of  our  petition,  to  be  governed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 
{Date,)  [Signed.] 

Classis,  upon  the  reception  of  this  petition,  shall,  if  the  proposed  organization 
be  approved,  appoint  a  committee  to  constitute  the  congregation,  superintend 
the  election  for  Elders  and  Deacons,  and  induct  them  into  office.  After  the  acts 
thus  authorized  shall  have  been  performed,  and  then  approved  by  Classis,  the 
organization  is  a  regular  congregation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States.     (27.) 

Article  6.  Every  congregation  shall  adopt  a  Constitution  for  itself,  defining 
the  rights  and  duties  of  members  and  officers,  which  however,  shall  be  agree- 
able to  t-he  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.     (29.) 

Article  7.  Every  congregation,  immediately  after  its  organization,  shall  take 
steps  to  procure  a  charter,  which  shall  constitute  the  Elders  and  Deacons  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  shall  in  other  respects  agree  with  the  form  of  incorpora- 
tion approved  by  the  Oeneral  Synod.  A  copy  of  the  proposed  charter  shall  be 
submitted  to  Classis  for  approval  before  application  is  made  to  the  civil  authority 
(88.) 

*To  facilitate  nomparison,  th«  figoren  in  brackets,  at  the  end  of  an  Article,  are  noted  to 
refer  the  reader  to  correnpondingArticleR  in  General  Synod's  Draft.  8ee  Minutes  of 
General  Svnod,  I8S1,  Fp.  US-164.  The  Articles  without  such  figures  were  added  by  tba 
Committee. 

C.  stands  for  **  Constitution  "  (p.  113,  etc.),  and  S.  L.  for  *'  Special  Laws  **  (p.  IIT,  etc) 
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Ardele  8.  No  eongreg&tion  belonging  to  a  pastoral  charge  can  withdraw  there- 
from Ticfaoat  the  consent  of  Classic.  The  common  interests  of  the  congregations 
eonstitating  a  charge,  •re  committed  to  a  Joint  Oontittory,  composed  of  the 
members  of  the  Consistox-ies  of  the  several  congregations.     (31.) 

Artitie  9.  To  the  Trustees  is  committed  the  care  and  control  of  the  property  of 
tbe  congregation,  wbetlicr  real  or  movable,  moneys  or  legacies.  They  are  to 
hold  the  property  as  &  sacred  trust  for  the  congregation  ;  keep  the  edifice  in 
proper  repair,  and  not  &llow  it  to  be  used  for  secular  or  improper  purposes.  In 
natters  of  a  general  nature,  such  as  the  purchasing  or  selling  of  property,  the 
borroving  of  money,  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  the  Trustees  can  determine 
nothing  finally,  but  to  ^▼^  their  acts  binding  force  they  must  have  the  consent 
of  s  majority  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  assembled  at  a  meeting  called 
for  the  purpose,  of  -vrbicli  at  least  two  weeks*  previous  notice  has  been  given  from 
the  pulpit.     (34.) 

SECJTIOir    III. — ^DOCTRIKE. 

ArUde  10.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  the  New  Testaments,  which 
ire  called  canonical,  being  recognized  as  genuine  and  inspired,  are  received  as 
ihe  tme  and  proper  Word  of  God  and  the  ultimate  rule  and  measure  of  the 
rie/e  Oiristiaii  faith.       ( 1 3  C. ) 

Article  21.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  is  the  only  book  received  as  an  author- 
iUtive  expression  of  the  truths  taught  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  acknowledged 
to  be  the  standa^rd  of  doctrine  in  the  Reformed  Church.     (13  G.) 

CHAPTER  XL—  CHURCH  OFFICERS. 

SECTIOK   I.— MI5ISTERS  OP  THE  WORD. 

ArUdU  12.  A  Minister  of  the  Word  is  called  of  Christ,  and  by  the  laying  oh 
of  hands  and  prayer  is  ordained  and  consecrated  to  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion, to  preach  the  gospel,  to  dispense  the  holy  sacraments,  to  administer  Cbrb^tian 
disdpline,  and  to  be  vf  holly  set  apart  to  theservice  of  Christ  in  his  Church.  (2  C.) 
ArtkU  18.  A  minister,  who  receives  a  call  from  a  charge,  sh^ll,  before  moving 
into  it,  and  mLso  before  performing  any  pastoral  duties  in  the  same,  present  said 
«U  to  Classis  and  signify  his  willingness  to  accept  it ;  and  if  found  in  order, 
CliSBis  shall  confirm  it  and  provide  for  his  installation.  No  call,  however,  shall 
be  confirmed,  unlefS  Classis  be  satisfied  that  proper  provision  has  therein  been 
Bade  for  the  support  of  the  pastor ;  nor  shall  any  minister  be  installed  over  a 
ooagregation  which  is  not  in  regular  connection  with  Classis,  and  does  not  rec- 
ogniie  its  subjection  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  C  hurch  in  the  United 
SuUea.     (16  S.  L.) 

ArUdt  14.  Every  pastor  shall  keep,  in  a  book  provided  for  the  purpose  which 
ehftll  be  a  part  of  the  records  of  the  congregation,  a  complete  Church  Register 
of  all  baptisms,  confirmations,  communicants,  receptions  by  certificate,  dismis- 
BOOS,  suspensions,  excommunications,  marriages  and  deaths.     (17  S.  L.) 

Artidt  15.  Every  pastor  shall  reside  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge.  He 
shall,  also,  at  least  ten  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Classis  to  which 
hii  charge  belongs,  furnish  its  Stated  Cterk  with  the  credentials  of  the  Elder 
Primarius  and  Elder  Secundus,  elected  to  represent  the  charge ;  and  if  Synod 
meet  in  convention,  be  shall,  at  least  ten  days  before  its  sessions  begin,  furnish 
tbe  Stated  Clerk  thereof  with  the  credentials  of  the  Elder  Primarius  and  Elder 
Seeondtts,  elected  to  represent  the  charge. 

ArtieU  16.  A  minister  shall  not  officiate  in  a  pastoral  charge  without  the  oon- 
•eat  of  the  pastor ;  nor  shall  he  either  statedly  or  from  time  to  time  serve  a 
vacant  congregation  or  charge  by  preaching  or  administering  ordinances,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Classis.  He  shall  be  a  member  of  that  Classis  within  whose 
bounds  he  resides.     ( 12  S.  L.) 
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Artidt  17.  A.  minister  lawftilly  called  and  solemnly  ordained,  is  bound  to 
continue  in  the  service  of  the  sanctuary  as  long  as  he  lives.  He  is  not  permit- 
ted to  devote  himself  to  a  secular  calliDg,  without  the  consent  of  Classis.  A 
call  to  labor  in  the  educational  or  any  other  direct  service  of  the  Church,  shall 
not  be  regarded  as  a  secular  vocation.     (14  S.  L.) 

Article  18.  A  minister,  though  compelled  by  age,  infirmity,  or  long  service, 
to  retire  fW»m  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry,  still  retains  a  seat  and  vote  in 
his  Classis  and  the  Synods,  and  the  right  to  perform  ministerial  ads  within 
the  restrictions  laid  upon  a  minister  without  a  pastoral  charge.     (16  S.  L.) 

Article  19.  Ministers  firom  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  shall  present  a  regular 
certificate  of  dismission,  and  submit  to  an  examination  as  to  their  orthodoxy 
and  purity  of  intentions.  If  the  examination  be  satisfactory,  they  may,  upon 
signing  the  formula  prescribed  for  licentiates,  be  admitted  to  the  Church  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Classis.     (18  S.  L.) 

Article  20.  A  minister  Anom  a  foreign  country  must  undergo  a  probation  of 
at  least  two  years,  before  he  can  be  admitted  to  Aill  connection  witii  Classis,  or 
become  pastor  of  a  charge.  He  may  be  taken  under  the  care  of  Classis,  and  by 
its  direction  supply  a  charge  which  desires  his  services.    (18  S.  L.) 

Article  21.  Whenever  a  pastor  desires  to  resign  his  charge,  he  shall  give  no- 
tice in  writing  of  his  intention  to  the  President  of  Classis,  and  also  to  the  Con- 
sistory, or  joint  Consistory  of  his  charge ;  but  his  resignation  shall  not  take 
effect  unless  confirmed  by  Classis.  No  minister  can  accept  a  call  from  another 
charge,  until  his  resignation  has  been  confirmed  by  Classis;  nor  shall  a  pastoral 
relation  be  dissolved,  unless  all  arrearages  to  the  pastor  are  paid,  or  arrange- 
ments for  their  payment  satisfsctory  to  Classis  have  been  made.     (18  S.  L.) 

Article  22.  The  dismission  of  a  minister  by  one  Classis  to  another,  annuls  his 
appointment  to  be  a  member  of  a  committee,  and  his  election  to  be  a  delegate 
to  a  Synod  or  the  General  Synod. 

BBCTIOlir  II.— PROFESSOBS  OF  THEOLOGT. 

Article  28.  A  Professor  of  Theology  is  a  Minister  of  the  Word,  who  has  been 
elected  to  a  Professorship  in  a  Theological  Institution  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States,  established  to  educate  young  men  for  the  holy  ministry, 
and  has  been  duly  inaugurated.     (8  C.) 

Article  24.  No  person  can  be  elected  a  Professor  of  Theology  whose  yiews  are 
not  in  accord  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Reformed  Churchy  and  who  does  not 
approve  its  mode  of  government,  forms  of  worship,  and  distinctive  customs ; 
nor  shall  any  mini8t«r  undertake  to  perform  the  functions  of  a  Professor  of 
Theology,  who  has  not  been  chosen  by  a  Synod  or  Synods.    (21  S.  L.) 

Article  26.  As  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Professors  of  Theology  be 
sound  in  the  fisdth,  have  the  requisite  ability  to  teach,  and  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  Church*  they  shall  always  be  chosen  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Synod 
or  Synods  to  whose  jurisdiction  the  Seminary  is  sul^ect.  One  or  more  days 
shall  intervene  between  the  time  of  making  the  nomination  or  nominations, 
and  holding  the  election.     (20.) 

Article  26.  Before  a  Professor  of  Theology  enters  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office,  he  shall  be  inaugurated  under  the  direction  of  the  Synod  or  Synods  by 
which  he  has  been  chosen.  At  his  inauguration,  he  shall  solemnly  affirm  the 
following  declaration,  as  by  an  oath,  in  the  presence  of  CK>d,  in  a  public  as- 
sembly : 

**  You,  N N ,  Professor-elect  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  at ,  acknowledge  sincerely  before 

God  and  this  assembly,  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments, which  are  called  canonical  Scriptures,  are  genuine,  authentic,  inspired, 
and  therefore  divine  Scriptures ;  that  they  contain  all  things  which  relate  to 
the  fiiith,  the  practice,  and  hope  of  the  righteous,  and  are  the  only  rule  of  faith 
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ind  pnctiee  in  the  Church  of  Ood ;  that,  eonBequently,  no  traditions,  as  they 
ire  called,  and  no  mere  oondasions  of  reason,  which  are  contrary  to  the  clear 
testimony  of  these  Scriptures,  can  be  reoeiyed  as  rules  of  faith  or  of  life.  Vou 
seknowlcdge,  Airther,  that  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Heidelberg  Catechism 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  must  therefore  be  receired  as  in 
aeeordaace  with  dirinely  rcTcaled  truth.  You  declare  sincerely,  that,  in  the 
ol&ce  yoti  are  about  to  assume,  you  will  make  the  iuTiolable  divine  authority  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  Heidelberg 
Catechism,  the  basis  of  all  your  instructions,  and  faithftilly  maintain  and  defend 
the  same  in  your  preaching  and  wridng,  as  well  as  in  your  instructions.  You 
dcdare,  finally,  that  you  will  labor,  according  to  the  ability  which  Qod  may 
grtnt  you,  that  with  the  divine  blessing,  the  students  intrusted  to  your  oare 
msy  become  enlightened,  pious,  faithful  and  sealous  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
who  shall  be  sound  in  the  £uth."     (22.) 

ArOcU  27.  Professors  of  Theology  shall  expUun  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
defend  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel  against  errors.  In  their  instructions  to 
theological  students,  it  shall  be  their  principal  aim  to  make  them  well  acquainted 
with  the  true  sense  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  and  to  prepare  them  to  preach  the 
Goapel  with  power  and  effect.  In  this  serrioe  they  are  sererally  squired  to 
instruct  the  students  in  Ezegetical,  Historical,  Dogmatic,  and  Practical  Theo- 
logy.    (19  S.  L.) 

ArtkU  28.  Whenerer  four  ministers  and  fonr  elders  of  the  church  shall  pre- 
sent to  the  Board  of  Visitors  a  document  asserting  that  for  a  cause  named  in 
Article  29  of  this  Constitution,  a  Professor  of  Theology  is  disqualified  for  his 
office,  said  Board  shall  imttitute  a  careful  examination,  and  if  the  charge  be 
veil  founded,  it  shall  refbr  the  matter  to  the  Synod  or  Synods,  under  whose 
authority  the  Professor  holds  his  office,  for  rerision  and  final  disposition.   (28.) 

Artielt  29.  A  Professor  of  Theology  continues  in  office  during  his  lifb,  unless 
he  becomes  disqualified  for  its  duties  by  fulling  into  heterodoxy  or  rice,  or  by 
physical  or  mental  infirmities.  In  such  cases  the  Synod  or  Synods  shall,  upon 
their  attention  being  formally  directed  thereto  by  the  Board  of  Visitors,  to 
whoee  snperrision  the  internal  matters  of  the  Seminary  are  committed,  insUtute 
an  invcetigation,  and  alter  mature  inquiry,  decide  as  the  honor  of  religion,  the 
wellkre  of  the  Church,  and  justice  toward  the  Professor,  shall  require.    (20. ) 

ArticU  30.  A  Professor  of  Theology  who  has  spent  his  best  days  in  this  office, 
and  has  been  rendered  incapable  of  fUrther  serrice  by  infirmities,  shall  not  be 
displaced  without  having  such  provision  made  for  his  support  as  his  necessities 
may  require,  and  the  Synod  or  Synods  shall  be  able  to  make.  When  a  Profes- 
sor wishes  to  resign  his  office,  he  shall  give  written  notice  thereof  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Visitors  six  months  prerioos  to  the  time  the  resignation  is 
to  go  into  effeet.     (20.) 

BECTIOX  UI.— ZLDEB8, 

ArtieU  31.  An  Elder  is  chosen  by  a  congregation  to  assist  and  support  the 
paster  in  the  spiritual  affidrs  of  the  church,  and  is  ordained  to  his  office  by  the 
laying  on  of  hands  and  prayer.    (4  C.) 

ArtieU  32.  The  Elders  are  elected  by  the  congregation,  for  a  term  of  years, 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes  polled,  and  may  flrom  time  to  time  be  re-elected. 
The  number  of  Elders  in  each  congregation,  and  their  term  of  office,  are  deter- 
mined by  the  constitution  or  charter  of  the  congregation.  When  elected  for  the 
6rst  time,  they  shall  be  publicly  and  solemnly  or&ned  to  their  office.  After 
their  ordination,  they  with  those  who'  may  have  been  re-elected,  shall  be  in- 
stalled.   (26.) 

Art^rU  33.  It  is  the  duty  of  each  Elder  to  take  heed  that  the  Minister,  toge- 
ther with  his  frilow  Elders  and  Deaoons,  fkithf^y  discharge  their  respective 
duties.    The  Elders  shall  aid  in  visiting  the  sick,  and  contribute,  according  to 
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their  ability,  to  the  instruction,  improvement,  and  consolation  of  the  members. 
No  one  shall  be  elected  to  this  office  unless  he  be  a  communicant  member,  and 
cordially  devoted  to  the  service  of  Christ.     (24.) 

8ECTI05  IV. — DEACOSS. 

ArtieU  84.  A  Deacon  is  chosen  by  a  congregation  to  gather  and  disburse  the 
alms  and  other  offerings  of  the  people,  and  is  ordained  to  his  office  by  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  and  prayer.     (5  C.) 

ArtieU  86.  It  ia  the  duty  of  the  Deacons  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the 
Minister,  to  look  after  the  poor  and  destitute,  and  to  see  that  the  charities  of 
the  congregation  are  wisely  applied.  They  shall  also  procure  the  elements  for 
the  Lord's  Supper,  and  maintain  order  in  the  house  of  God.  The  laws  estab- 
lished for  Elders  apply  also  to  the  election,  ordination,  and  installation  of  Dea- 
cons.    (26.) 

CHAPTER  III.— CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

SECTION  I.— CHURCH  C0UBT8   IN  QEJTEBAL. 

Article  86.  The  Church  Courts  shall  take  cognizance  only  of  ecclesiastical 
matters.  They  possess  the  right  to  require  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Christ  and 
his  Church,  and  to  punish  the  disobedient  by  the  exercise  of  Christian  Disci- 
pline.    (40.) 

Article  87.  Cases  of  discipline,  over  which  a  lower  court  has  original  juris- 
diction, can  be  brought  before  a  higher  court  only  by  appeal,  complaint,  or 
reference,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  lower  court  bu  neglected  its 
duty.     (41.) 

ArtieU  88.  Classes  or  Synods,  which  prevailingly  use  the  same  language  in 
public  worship,  shall  not  occupy  the  same  territory.    (41.) 

ArtieU  89.  From  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  primarii  and  eeeundi,  the 
Stated  Clerk  of  a  Classis,  Synod,  or  the  General  Synod,  shall  prepare  the  roll 
in  advance  of  the  regular  meeting.  The  sessions  of  evexy  Church  Court  shall 
be  opened  with  religious  service. 

Article  40.  The  Classes,  Synods,  and  the  General  Synod,  shall  elect  a  Presi- 
dent, Stated  Clerk,  and  such  other  officers  as  they  respectively  may  deem  ne- 
cessary, and  for  a  term  of  one  year,  of  three  years,  or  of  six  years.     (42.) 

ArtieU  41.  When  a  Church  Court  meets  as  a  delegated  body,  the  delegates  to 
it  shall  be  elected  by  the  Courts  which  they  respectively  represent,  from  among 
the  members  having  a  vote  in  the  same  at  the  time  of  election,  and  in  all  such 
elections  a  double  number  of  persons  shall  be  nominated.  The  one^half  having 
the  higher  number  of  votes  shall  be  the  ;7rtmant,  and  the  remainder  the  teeundi, 
to  succeed  the  primarii  in  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  received  in  both 
cases.  Should  the  seat  of  Aprimariua  be  vacant  and  his  teeundut  absent,  it  may 
be  occupied  by  any  other  eecundus  from  among  the  number  of  the  eecundi  pre> 
sent,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  on  the  list  of  delegates.  A  Minister  or 
Elder  can  be  delegated  to  the  same  body  only  thrice  In  immediate  succession. 
(42.) 

ArtieU  42.  Delegates  to  a  Church  Court,  must  be  punctual  in  attending  its 
meetings  and  remidn  during  the  whole  of  its  sessions.  AU  failures  in  this  re- 
spect, without  sufficient  reason,  will  subject  them  to  the  censure  of  the  Ixhly 
they  represent.  The  expenses  incurred  by  the  delegates  in  attending  to  their 
duties  must  be  provided  for  by  the  Courts  which  elect  them.     ^48.) 

ArtieU  48.  Credentials  that  are  irregular  or  disputed,  shall  'be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  which  shall  report  within  one  day  after  its  appointment. 

Article  44.  At  a  special  meeting  of  a  Church  Court,  action  can  be  taken  only 
on  those  Items  uf  business  that  are  named  in  the  call.     (68.) 

ArtieU  45.  Should  unforeseen  circumstances  render  it  necessary,  either  the 
time  or  place  or  both,  of  the  regular  meeting  of  a  Classis,  Synod,  or  the  Qen« 
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enl  Sjnod,  may  be  changed  by  its  President,  at  the  written  request  of  fire 
membeTs  for  a  Classis,  of  ten  members  for  a  Synod,  and  of  twenty  members  for 
the  General  Synod :  I^ovided,  that  for  a  Classls  two  weeks ;  for  a  Synod  four 
weeka ;  and  for  the  General  Synod  six  weeks  previous  notice  be  given  through 
a  cireoUr  addessed  to  all  its  members  by  the  Stated  Clerk.     (60.) 

ArtkU  46.  At  least  one  member  of  every  committee  appointed  by  a  Classis, 
Synod,  or  the  General  Synod,  shall  be  an  Elder ;  a  committee  to  ordain  a  Licen- 
tiate, install  a  Pastor,  inaugurate  a  Professor  of  Theology,  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  a  CHassis,  excepted.  Every  member  of  a  Church  Court  is  per- 
mitted to  speak  on  all  questions  under  consideration.  He  shall  also  have  the 
right  to  vote,  unless  he  be  a  party  to  the  question  at  issue ^ 

Artide  47.  Delegates  from  denominations  in  correspondence  with  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  bave  a  seat  as  advisory  members,  but  no  vote.  The  same  privilege 
Bhall  be  accorded  to  every  Minister  and  Elder  of  the  Reformed  Church,  who  may 
be  present  at  a  meeting  of  a  Church  Court,  though  not  entitled  to  a  seat  as  a 
regular  member.  Ministers  from  other  denominations,  who  may  be  in  attend- 
ance, shall  be  recognized  and  welcomed  by  the  President,  but  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted to  seats  as  advisory  members.     (44.) 

Article  48.  A  party  to  a  judicial  case,  who  feels  aggrieved  by  the  decision  of 
a  lower  Court  may,  unless  the  action  be  necesruirily  final,  appeal  to  the  next 
higfier  Court;  but,  in  that  event,  must  give  distinct  and  immediate  notice  in 
vHting,  and  within  ten  days  thereafter  file  his  reasons  with  the  President  of 
tlie  Court  from  whose  decision  he  appeals.  By  failing  to  appear  either  in  per- 
son, or  by  an  attorney,  before  the  higher  Court  on  or  before  the  third  day  of  its 
sesnons,  he  forfeits  his  appeal.  Whatever,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  is  concluded 
in  the  last  Court  to  which  the  appeal  is  taken,  shall  be  valid  and  binding.    (45.) 

AnieU  49.  In  a  case  of  prosecution,  appeal  or  complaint,  the  Court  in  which 
it  begins  shall  appoint  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  until  the  final 
issue  be  reached. 

Article  50.  No  testimony  in  case. of  an  appeal  or  complaint  shall  be  admitted  in 
the  higher  Court  which  has  not  been  brought  before  the  lower,  except  by  the 
consent  of  both  parties.  If  new  evidence  arises,  which  is  likely  matcriiilly  to 
alter  the  aspect  of  the  case,  it  must  be  sent  back  to  the  lower  Court  for  a  new 
investigation.     (47.^ 

Artide  51.  In  onler  to  prevent  vexation  and  delay  in  the  judicial  procecdinps 
of  any  Court,  by  means  of  successive  appeols.  the  party  who  may  consider  him- 
self aggrieved  by  a  decision  upon  an  incidental  question  which  may  arise  bcfora 
a  final  sentence  is  pronounced,  may  state  his  objections,  and  require  to  have 
the  same  noted  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  to  the  end  that  he  may  avail 
himself  thereof  in  an  appeal  from  the  final  sentence,  without  arresting  the  in- 
vestigation or  trial.  And  every  decision  objected  to,  as  well  as  the  objections, 
flhall  be  distinctly  stated  in  the  minutes  of  the  Court,  and  sent  up  with  the  ap- 
peal to  the  higher  Court  for.  review.     (49.) 

Artide  62.  An  appeal  arrests  the  execution  of  a  sentence :  but  if  the  sentence 
be  Bospension,  deposition  or  excommunication,  it  shall  remain  in  force  until 
reversed.     (48.) 

Artwle  6S,  Any  member  or  members,  who  have  voted  in  the  minority  in  a 
decision  affecting  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  or  the  interests  of  religion, 
may  carry  up  such  a  decision  to  a  higher  Court  by  way  of  complaint  for  ex- 
smination  and  supervision ;  provided  they  have  given  to  the  Court  of  which 
Ihey  complain,  as  in  the  case  of  an  appeal,  due  notice,  together  with  the  rea- 
sons for  such  complaint.     (50.) 

Artirle  54.  Should  a  lower  Court  pass  an  action  of  censure  or  reproof  upon 
an  individual,  or  individuals,  in  their  absence,  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  give  those 
eoneemed  immediate  notice ;  and  should  they  feel  aggrieved,  they  shall  have 
tea  dajB  from  the  date  of  receiving  notice,  within  which  to  notify  (he  President 
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or  their  purpose  to  carry  the  matter  up  to  the  next  higher  Court  bj  way  of  com- 
pUint,  and  teu  days  additional  to  file  with  him  their  reasons  for  the  complaint. 
(51.) 

Ariide  55.  No  member  of  a  Court  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  a  protest  against 
its  acts.  A  member  who  dissents  shall  have  the  right  to  require  the  names  of 
all  members  present  who  Toted  for  or  against  the  act,  to  be  entered  on  the 
Minutes,  and  published  therewith  for  the  information  of  all  concerned.     (58.) 

ArtieU  56.  Members  who  have  voted  in  the  lower  Court  upon  a  case  of  ap- 
peal or  complaint,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  Tote  on  any  question  connected  with 
the  appeal  or  complaint  in  either  of  the  higher  Courts.     (54.) 

8BCTI05   n.— THE  0OV8ISTOBT. 

Article  57.  The  Minister  or  Ministers,  the  Elders  and  the  Deacons  of  a  oon- 
gregation,  constitute  its  Consistory,  to  which  the  general  oversight  and  govcm. 
ment  of  the  organization  are  committed.  The  Minister  or  Ministers,  and  the 
elders,  together  constitute  the  Spiritual  Council,  which  alone  administers  all  the 
spiritual  affairs  of  the  congregation.     (9  C.) 

Article  58.  The  Pastor  shall  be  President  of  the  Consistory,  and  also  of  the 
Spiritual  Council.  If  there  be  two  or  more  Pastors,  they  shall  preside  in  turn. 
At  a  meeting  of  either  body,  a  majority  of  its  members  shall  be  a  quorum. 
M'hen  a  charge  is  vacant,  one  of  the  Elders  shall  act  as  President.     (55.) 

Article  59.  The  Consistory,  or  if  the  pastoral  charge  embraces  more  than  one 
congregation,  the  Joint  Consistory,  shall  annually  elect  two  Elders,  the  one  to 
be  Primarius,  and  the  other  Secundus,  to  represent  the  charge  in  Classis,  and 
in  Synod,  if  it  meet  in  convention.  In  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the 
congregation,  the  Consistory  calls  congregational  meetings,  orders  collections 
for  benevolent  purposes,  distributes  alms  through  the  Deacons,  annually  audits 
the  Treasurer's  account,  and  makes  due  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
Pastor.— (56.) 

Article  60.  In  the  calling  or  dismission  of  a  minister,  and  in  all  matters  of 
general  interest,  the  Consistory  can  determine  nothing  conclusively  without  the 
consent  of  a  m^ority  of  the  members  of  the  congregation  present  at  a  meeting 
duly  called  for  the  purpose,  of  which  at  least  two  weeks'  public  notice  shall 
have  been  given.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Consistory  to  keep  a  full  and  accurate 
record  of  all  its  proceedings,  whether  sitting  as  a  Consistory  or  as  a  Spiritual 
Council,  and  to  submit  the  same  to  Classis  whenever  requested  so  to  do.  (56.) 
Article  61 .  If  a  pastoral  charge  bo  vacant,  the  Consistory  or  Joint  Consistory, 
shall  furnish  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Classis,  and  also  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod* 
whenever  it  meets  in  convention,  with  the  credentials  of  the  Elder  Primarius 
and  Elder  Secundus,  elected  to  represent  the  charge,  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
opening  of  the  sessions  of  Classis  or  Synod. 

Article  62.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Spiritual  Council  to  wat<;h  over  the  members 
of  the  congregation,  to  guard  the  doctrine  of  Christ,  and  to  maintain  strict  and 
wholesome  discipline.  The  Spiritual  Council  alone  has  power  to  admit  mem- 
bers to  full  communion,  and  to  exclude  therefrom  any  who  may  err  from  the 
faith  or  offend  in  their  morals.     (57.) 

Article  63.  When  a  charge  is  without  a  Pastor,  the  Consistory  or  Joint  Con- 
sistory, shall  diligently  seek  for  a  suitable  Minister.  The  Minister  or  Licenti- 
ate selected  shall  be  invited  to  visit  the  congregation  or  congregations,  and 
preach  to  the  people,  due  provision  being  ma^le  for  his  necessary  expenses.  If 
the  Consistory  or  Joint  Consistory  deem  it  advisable,  they  shall  propose  him  as 
a  candidate  for  the  pastorate,  to  be  voted  upon  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  pur. 
pose.  The  members  shall  vote  simply  for  or  against  him,  and  if  a  majority  of 
the  votes  be  cast  in  his  favor,  be  is  elected,  and  the  Consistory  or  Joint  Consis- 
tory, shall  make  out  a  call  to  him  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Gen- 
eral  6ynod.     Until  the  case  of  the  candidate  has  been  finally  disposed  of,  no 
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other  Minister  or  licenttate  shall  be  brought  before  the  congregntion  or  congre- 
gations, with  a  Tiew  to  settlement  as  paator.     (59.) 

AiUdn  64.  All  special  meetings  of  the  Consistory  or  Spiritual  Council  shall 
be  called  by  the  President ;  or  in  his  absence  or  inability  to  act,  by  the  Seere- 
*9Ty,  vhen  requested  in  writing  to  do  so  by  a  migority  of  the  members.  The 
Pa»tor  may,  at  any  time,  upon  his  own  responsibility,  oonyene  the  Consistory 
or  Spiritual  Council  in  special  session.  Of  all  special  meetings  of  the  Consis- 
tory. boveTcr,  at  least  three  days*  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  ita  members.    (58.) 

ArOeU  65.  A  Consistory  feeling  aggrieyed  by  the  decision  of  Classis,  has  the 
rif^t  to  appeal  to  Synod  ;  but  the  appeal  must  be  made  by  the  Consistory,  when 
regularly  oonTened,  and  notice  thereof,  with  the  reasons  for  the  appeal,  must 
be  filed  with  the  President  of  ijlasns  within  thirty  days  after  the  decision  was 
rendered.    (46.) 

8BCTI05   TIL— THE  CLASSI8. 

ArU^  66.  The  Classis  consists  of  the  Ministers,  rending  within  a  district 
designated  l^  the  Synod,  and  of  the  Elders  delegated  by  the  pastoral  charges 
situated  within  these  limits,  and  has  jurisdiction  oyer  said  Ministers  and  pas- 
toral charges.     (10  G.) 

JrUek  67.  A  Classis  shall  embrace  at  least  three  pastoral  charges,  and  as 
many  ordained  Ministers.  It  shall  meet  annually  at  the  time  and  place  ap- 
Hnted  at  a  preytons  meeting.  Three  Ministers  and  two  Elders,  or  two  Min- 
isters and  three  Elders,  regularly  conyened,  shall  constitute  a  quorum.     (60.) 

ArtUle  68.  Eyety  pastoral  charge  is  represented  in  Classis  by  its  Minister  or 
Ministers,  and  one  delegated  Elder.  A  vacant  charge  is  represented  by  an 
£l«ier.  An  Elder  delegated  by  a  congregation,  not  constituted  a  pastoral  charge, 
^ball  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  of  Classis,  but  shall  not  be 
eotitled  to  vote.     (61.) 

Art>eU^9.  Tlie  annual  meeting  of  a  Classis  shall  be  opened  with  diyine 
Mrriee  inelnding  the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  President  or  one  of  its  mem- 
^^*n  designated  by  himself  or  Uie  Classis ;  after  which  the  organisation  shall  be 
effeeled  and  the  business  transacted  according  to  the  Rules  prescribed  for  the 
Classes  by  the  General  Synod.     (62.) 

Artkle  70.  Immediately  after  the  organization,  the  President  shall  appoint 
ibe  Sunding  Committees  of  (Hassis,  called  for  by  the  Rules  of  Order.  The  re- 
ports of  the  Committees  on  Minutes  of  Classis,  Minutes  of  Synod,  and  Overt  ures, 
iball  exhibit  those  items  which  claim  the  attention  of  Classis,  either  as  subjects 
OB  which  it  may  decide,  or  as  considerations,  by  which  it  may  be  guided  in 
funning  dcciaions.     (63.) 

ArtMe  71.  At  the  annual  meeting,  every  Pastor  shall  present  a  parochial  and 
a  statiiitical  report,  and  every  Minister,  though  without  a  charge,  a  report  of 
bis  labors.  If  expecting  to  be  absent,  they  shall  forward  their  respective  re- 
ports to  the  Stated  Clerk  three  days  before  the  meeting.  The  parochial  report 
sball  contain  a  full  account  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual  condition  of  the  charge 
and  of  the  labors  of  the  Pastor.  The  President,  or  any  member  of  Classis,  may 
pat  to  tht  Pastor  and  Elder  such  questions  as  may  be  requisite  to  elicit  additional 
iafomiation,  among  which  questions  may  be  such  as  pertain  to  Church  discip- 
line, pastoral  yisitation,  and  the  payment  of  the  Pastor's  salary.  The  statistical 
re{K»t  shall  be  prepared  according  to  the  form  approved  by  the  General  Synod. 
If  a  charge  be  vacant,  this  report  shall  be  fornished  by  the  Consistory  or  Joint 
Conastory.  On  the  basis  of  all  these  parochial  and  statistical  reports,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  Refigion  shall  prepare  a  general  report  for  Cla.<«sis.     (04. ) 

ArtieU  72.  In  every  Clanis  is  vested  the  power  to  examine  and  license  stu- 
dents of  theology  :  to  ordain  Licentiates ;  to  constitute  and  dissolve  pastoral  re- 
Utions;  to<tismiss  Ministers  and  Licentiates;  to  depose  or  otherwLw  punish, 
•ceorfiag  to  his  desert,  a  member  of  its  own  body ;  to  re-instate  a  Minister 
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whom  it  haa  suspended  or  deposed,  when  trustworthy  eridehoe  of  repentance 
and  reformation  appears.     (65.) 

Article  78.  Glassis  reviews  the  records  of  the  congregations  and  approves  or 
disapproves  them ;  decides  all  cases  of  appeal  or  complaint  from  Consistories,  as 
well  as  all  questions  respecting  Ministers  or  Congregations,  which  may  arise 
within  its  jurisdiction  and  are  regularly  brought  before  it :  such  as  constituting 
new  congregations ;  determining  boundaries  of  congregations  and  charges ;  de- 
ciding controversies  between  existing  congregations ;  fbrming,  re-constructing, 
or  dissolving  charges,  as  may  be  requested,  or  the  Classis  may  deem  expedient. 
(66.) 

Article  74.  Neither  a  Minister  nor  a  Licentiate  can  be  received  by  a  Classis 
until  he  has  presented  a  certificate  of  dismission  from  the  Classis  to  which  he 
last  belonged,  and  no  reception  of  a  minister  from  another  denomination  shall 
be  final  until  it  is  confirmed  by  Synod.  Until  a  Minister  or  Licentiate  has  been 
received  and  due  notice  of  his  reception  given,  he  continues  amenable  to  the 
Classis  that  dismissed  him.    (66.) 

Article  75.  No  Classis  shall  refuse  to  receive  a  Minister  or  Licentiate  honor- 
ably dismissed  to  it  by  another,  unless  there  be  manifest  grounds  of  objection 
against  his  doctrine  or  morals,  in  which  case  the  certificate  of  dismission  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Classis,  with  a  specific  statement  of  the  grounds  of  objection  ; 
whereupon  the  Classis  shall  take  these  objections  into  consideration,  and  if  it 
find  no  suflScient  reason  to  change  its  action,  the  whole  question  shall  be  referred 
to  Synod  for  decision.     (66.) 

Article  76.  Whenever  a  Minister  or  Licentiate  for  three  years  in  succession, 
either  wilfully  neglects  to  attend  the  annual  meetings  of  his  Classis,  or  fails  to 
report  to  it,  ho  renders  himself  liable  to  suspension  from  office,  and  the  Classis 
shall  at  once  cite  him  for  trial,  and  proceed  in  his  case  according  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Church.     (67.) 

Article  77.  Every  Classis  shall  decide  upon  an  ordinance  or  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  at  the  firstannual  meeting  after  it  has  been  proposed,  and  trans- 
mit the  precise  action  thereupon  to  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  General  Synod. 
(85.) 

Article  78.  The  President  may,  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  necessary,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  call  a  special  meeUng  of  Classis  through  a  circular  addressed 
to  each  member  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  meeting.  Whenever  requested  in 
writing  by  two  Ministers  and  two  Elders  of  the  Classis  to  call  a  special  meeting, 
he  shall  noi  refuse  to  do  so,  if  assured  that  the  party  or  parties  for  whose  benefit 
it  is  called  will  provide  for  the  expenses  incurred.  In  case  of  the  death  or  re- 
moval of  the  President,  or  if  the  business  to  be  transacted  implicates  him,  the 
power  of  calling  the  meeting  is  vested  in  the  next  highest  officer,  the  Treasurer 
excepted.  Should  either  of  these  contingencies  exist  with  respect  to  the  re- 
maining officers,  two  Ministers  and  two  Elders,  members  of  the  Classis,  can  call 
the  meeting.     (68.) 

Article  79.  A  Classis  may  have  an  MteeutiveOommitiee,  consisting  of  three  min- 
isters. The  President  of  Classis  shall  be  one  of  them ;  the  other  two  shall  be 
elected  for  a  term  of  three  years.  This  Committee  represents  the  Classis  during 
.the  interval  between  the  annual  meetings,  and  executes  all  its  acts  for  which  no 
special  provision  has  been  made.  In  all  cases,  where  between  the  parties  con> 
cemed  there  is  no  question  at  issue,  it  shall  have  power,  sulject  to  the  approyal  of 
Classis,  to  dissolve  a  pastoral  relation,  dismiss  or  receive  a  Minister  or  Licentiate, 
confirm  a  call«  appoint  a  committee  to  ordain  a  Licentiate,  install  a  Pastor,  permit 
a  Minister  or  Licentiate  to  preach  for  a  vacant  congregation  or  pastoral  charge, 
aid  a  vacant  congregation  in  securing  a  Pastor  or  procuring  a  supply,  and  exer- 
cise a  general  supervision  over  the  interests  of  the  Church,  within  the  bounds  of 
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ClasRs.  Tbe  Committee  iihall,  at  tlie  close  of  the  year,  present  a  AiU  report  of 
its  doings  to  Classis  for  revision.     («8.) 

Artult  80.  A  Classis  feeling  aggnered  by  the  decision  of  Sjnod,  has  the  right 
to  appeal  to  the  General  Synod ;  but  the  appeal  most  be  made  by  the  Classis 
vhen  reirularly  oonTened,  and  notice  thereof,  with  the  reasons  for  the  appeal, 
Bust  be  filed  with  the  President  of  Synod,  within  thirty  days  after  the  decision 
was  rendered.     (46.) 

ArtkU  81.  The  Stated  Clerk  shall  have  charge  of  the  books  and  papers  of 
^'hkesis,  and  issue  all  its  official  documents  signed  by  himself  and  the  President, 
vith  the  seal  of  Classis  affixed.  He  shall  transmit  to  Synod,  at  its  annual 
meetings,  a  certified  copy  of  the  Minutes  of  all  the  meetings  held  during  the 
Year,  in  the  form  and  order  required  by  the  Rules  of  Synod.  He  shall  furnish 
psrtoral  charges  and  indiriduals  with  a  certified  copy  of  any  proceedings  in 
which  they  are  specially  concerned.  If  Synod  meet  as  a  delegated  body,  he 
shall  faminh  its  Stated  Clerk  wiUi  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,  Primarii  and 
Seeundi,  elected  to  represent  Classis,  at  least  ten  days  before  its  annual  meet- 
ing. Be  shall,  also,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  regular  meeting  of  tbe  Qen- 
nal  Synod,  furnish  its  Stated  Clerk  with  the  credentials  of  the  delegates,*  Pri* 
narii  and  Secandi,  elected  to  represent  Classis.     (69.) 

SECnoS  IV. — THE  BTVOD. 

Ariide  82.  A  Synod  is  composed  of  four  or  more  Classes,  designated  by  the 
General  Synod,  and  has  jurisdiction  over  the  same.  It  shall  meet  annually, 
either  in  oouTention  or  as  a  delegated  body.  If  in  convention,  it  consists  of  all 
its  Ministers  and  one  Elder  fron^  each  pastoral  charge  ;  if  as  a  delegated  body, 
it  consists  of  the  Ministers  and  Elders  chosen  by  its  Classes,  according  to  a  basis 
of  representation  adopted  by  itself,  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  Classes.     HI  C.) 

Ariirle  83.  At  least  four  adjacent  Classes  are  required  to  constitute  either  an 
English  or  a  German  Synod.  Any  number  of  members  convened  at  the  time 
lod  place  appointed  for  the  meeting,  in  which  a  minority  of  the  Classes  is  rep- 
resented, and  of  whom  at  least  one-third  are  Elders,  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
(70.) 

Artide  84.  The  annual  sessions  shall  be  opened  with  divine  service  including 
the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  President,  or  some  member  designated  by 
hhnself  or  the  Synod  ;  after  which  the  organisation  shall  be  effected  and  the 
hosiness  trammcted  according  to  the  Rules  prescribed  for  the  Synods  by  the 
General  Synod.     (71.) 

Artide  85.  Each  Synod  shall  annually  review  the  proceedings  of  its  Classes. 
The  report  of  the  oommitt«e  on  this  subject  shall  embrace  the  following  topics  : 

1.  Tlungt  Censurable,  either  as  a  violation  of  tbe  Constitution  of  the  Church, 
sn  offense  against  propriety,  or  a  neglect  of  duty. 

2.  Rtquests  and  Re/ereneet  from  the  Classes  to  the  Synod. 

3.  Appeals  and  Oomplaintt  to  Synod. 

4.  Deddont  of  CUutes  on  subjects  referred  to  them  by  the  Synod. 

5.  LieentureM,  OrdintitionSf  Miniatera  rtcnvedy  ditmitted,  atupended  or  deposed, 
Lietntiatet  recehtd  or  ditmueed  and  h'eeneea  revoked. 

6.  Ttme  and  place  of  next  annual  meeting  of  each  Claada,  iU  Preddent,  Stated 
Clerkf  IVeaaurer,  and  number  of  Copies  of  JOnutes  requested,  in  English  or 
Germia.    (72.) 

Artidt  86.  EaMh  Synod  has  the  power  to  receive  and  determine  appeals  and 
eomplaints  from  the  Classes ;  to  give  advice  In  a  case  referred  to  it  by  a  Classis ; 
toe-tabliBh  new  Classes  within  its  own  limits,  and  to  determine  all  controyer- 
ties  between  Classes,  and  between  Ministers  and  Congregations  of  two  or  more 
Classes.  An  existing  Classis,  however,  can  neither  be  dissolved  nor  any  part 
of  it  onited  to  another,  without  its  consent.    The  decision  of  Synod  in  'oases  of 
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appeal  or  eomplaint  shall  be  final,  except  on  questions  concerning  Doctrine, 
CultuB  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Church.     (72.) 

Article  87.  A  Sjnod  by  itself  or  in  connection  with  one  or  more  adjacent 
Synods,  may  establish  and  maintain  Colleges  and  other  Literary  Institutions,  as 
may  be  deemed  necessary,  and  shall  hare  full  control  otct  them.  The  Pro- 
fessors and  other  officers  shall  be  amenable  only  to  the  Synod  or  Synods  by 
which  they  are  sustained.     (78.) 

Article  88.  A  Synod  may  also  by  itself  or  in  connection  with  one  or  more 
a4Jaoent  Synods,  with  the  consent  of  the  General  Synod,  establish  a  Theological 
Seminsry.  The  Board  of  Trustees  and  ihe  Board  of  Visitors  shall  be  elected 
by  said  Synod  or  Synods.     (74.) 

Article  89.  Each  Synod  shall  either  by  itself  or  in  connection  with  one  or 
more  adjacent  Synods,  educate  young  men  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  dili* 
gently  prosecute  the  work  of  Church  Extension,  Home  Missions  and  Foreign 
Missions ;  and  each  branch  of  bencTolence  may  be  intrusted  to  a  Commission  or 
Board.     (75.) 

Article  90.  A  Synod  may  either  by  itself  or  In  connection  with  one  or  more 
adjacent  Synods,  establish  and  maintain  a  Board  of  Publication,  whose  partic- 
ular purpose  shall  be  the  publication  and  sale  of  such  Church  papers  and  reli- 
gious books  as  are  adapted  to  promote  sound  knowledge  and  true  religion  in 
Sunday-schools  and  among  Church  members.  The  Board  shall  annually  submit 
for  reyision  a  Aill  statement  of  its  condition  and  operations  during  the  year. 

Article  91.  A  special  meeting  of  Synod  may  be  called  by  the  President  nt  the 
written  request  of  four  ministers  and  four  elders,  members  of  Synod,  specifying 
the  particular  business  to  be  transacted.  Notice  thereof  shall  be  giyen  to  the 
members  through  a  circular,  issued  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  at  the  direction  of  the 
President,  at  least  three  weeks  before  the  meeting.     (76.) 

Article  92.  All  credentials,  calls  to  Professors,  and  agreements  to  which 
Synod  is  a  party,  shall  be  signed  by  the  President  and  Stated  Clerk,  with  the 
seal  of  Synod  attached.  The  Stated  Clerk  shall  subscribe  all  extracts  from  the 
Records  of  Synod,  and  haye  charge  of  the  records,  papers  and  seal  of  Synod ; 
and  shall  also  submit  two  or  more  copies  of  its  proceedings  at  every  meeting 
held  during  the  year,  duly  authenticated,  to  the  General  Synod  at  its  regular 
meeting,  for  examination  and  review.    (77.) 

SEOTIOS    T.  —  THE    OESEBAL    8TVOD. 

Article  98.  The  General  Synod  represents  the  whole  Church,  ntfd  is  composed 
of  Ministers  and  Elders  delegated  by  the  Classes.  It  is  the  highest  Church 
Court,  and  the  last  resort  on  all  questions  concerning  the  Goyernment,  Doctrine 
and  Cultus  of  the  Church.  It  bears  the  following  tiSe:  "  The  General  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,**     (12  C.) 

Article  94.  In  the  General  Synod,  each  Classis  is  entitled  to  be  represented 
by  one  Minister  and  one  Elder.  Any  number  of  delegates  convened  at  the 
time  and  place  appointed  for  the  meeting,  in  which  the  majority  of  the  Classis 
is  represented,  and  one-third  of  whom  at  least  are  Elders,  shall  constitute  a 
quorum.     (78.) 

Article  9o.  The  General  Synod  shall  meet  trionnially  at  tbe  time  and  place 
appointed  at  the  last  regular  meeting.  The  sessions  shall  be  opened  with  divine 
service,  including  the  preaching  of  a  sermon  by  the  President,  or  some  member 
designated  by  himself  or  the  General  Synod;  after  which  the  organiKition 
shall  be  effected  and  the  business  transacted  according  to  its  own  Rules  of 
Order.     (79.) 

Article  96.  A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  may  be  called  by  the 
President,  at  the  written  request  of  twenty  members,  representing  a  migority 
of  the  Synods,  and  of  whom  one-third  are  Elders.    Notice  thereof  shall  be 
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pTen  to  th«  QMmben  Uiroagh  a  ciroolar,  inraed  by  Uie  Stated  Clark,  at  least  six 
weeks  before  the  meeting.     (79.) 

Arueit  97.  The  Genenil  Synod  shall  reTiew  the  proeeedings  of  the  Synods, 
sad  approTe  or  disapprove  their  acts.  It  has  power  to  maintain  correspondence 
vith  Sister  Churches,  to  receive  and  determine  appeals  and  complaints,  within 
the  Umita  laid  down  in  this  Constitution,  and  also  to  give  counsel  In  cases 
referred  to  it  by  one  or  more  Synods.  It  may  likewise,  from  time  to  time,  at 
the  Teque>i  of  four  adjacent  Classes,  which  prevailingly  use  the  same  language, 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  Synod  or  Synods  within  whose  bounds  they  lie. 
eoostitate  them  a  Synod.     (80.) 

ArticU  98.  The  General  Synod  shall  give  all  due  attention  to  the  work  of 
Hoiae  Missions,  Foreign  Missions,  and  Church  Extension,  each  of  these  inter- 
ests to  be  managed  and  controlled  by  a  specific  Board,  appointed  by  the  Gene- 
nl  Synod,  according  to  the  p'ovision  made  for  such  purpose  in  the  Charter  or 
Constitntion  obtained  or  adopted  by  each  Board  for  its  government,  with  the 
approval  of  the  General  Synod,  and  shall  submit  a  report  of  its  work  and  pro- 
eeediogs  to  the  General  Synod  at  each  of  its  regular  sessions.     ^82.) 

ArtteU  99.  The  General  Synod  may  appoint  a  committee  consisting  of  fifteen 
nembers,  representing  at  least  five  Synods,  and  change  it  either  wholly  or  in 
part  at  a  regular  meeting,  which  shall  be  empowered  at  any  time  to  examine  into 
the  doctrine,  eultus,  and  internal  management  of  any  one  or  all  of  the  Theo- 
I'^cal  Seminaries  of  the  Reformed  (^hurch  in  the  United  States.  If  an  exam- 
ination has  been  instituted,  the  committee  shall  report  the  result  of  their  inqui- 
ries; and  any  items  reported  may  at  the  discretion  of  the  General  Synod  be 
referred  to  the  Synod,  or  Board  or  Committee,  having  jurisdiction  in  the  pre- 
mises. The  said  committee  shall  not,  however,  interfere  with  any  arrangement 
or  authority  of  the  respective  Synods,  or  their  Boards  or  Committees.     (81.) 

ArtieU  I(X).  The  General  Synod  shall  prepare,  and  at  a  regular  meeting  may 
slter  or  amend  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds,  forms  of  a  (barter  for  a  congregation  ; 
t  Constitution  for  a  congregation  ;  a  Constitution  for  a  Joint  Consistory ;  Cer- 
tifieaU  of  Licensure ;  Testimonials  of  Ordination ;  Certificate  of  Dismission  of 
a  Minister ;  Call  to  a  Minister ;  Call  to  a  Professor  of  Theology ;  Certificate  of 
Dismission  of  a  ('hureh  Member ;  Certificate  of  Marriage  ;  Statistical  Report 
of  a  pastoral  charge ;  Statistical  Keport  of  a  (Cassis :  Statistical  Report  of  a 
Synod ;  a  Church  Register ;  Bill  of  Indictment :  Citation  of  an  Accused  Per- 
toB ;  Citation  of  a  Witness ;  Form  for  Swearing  a  Witness  and  Form  for  Affirm- 
ing a  Witness ;  Order  of  Business  and  Rules  of  Order  for  the  Classes,  the 
Synods,  and  the  General  Synod.     (84.) 

ArtieU  101.  All  proposed  ordinances,  or  changes  in  the  ordinances  of  the 
Chnreb,  such  as  this  Constitution,  a  Catechism,  a  Hymn  Book,  and  a  Liturgy. 
Bost  first  be  approved  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  General  Synod  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting,  and  then  submitted  to  all  the  Classes  for  adoption  or  r^ection.  If 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  it  shall  appear  that  the  proposed  ordinance  or 
aaeadmeots  to  this  Constitution  have  been  adopted  by  two-thirds  of  all  the 
Classes  voting  thereupon,  the  General  Synod  shall  declare  the  fact,  asid  it  shall 
be  of  binding  authority  in  the  whole  Church.  Those  (Hasses  omitting  to  vote 
or  failing  to  report  their  action  to  the  General  Synod,  shall  not  be  counted  in 
Baking  up  the  result.     ( 19  C,  and  86  8.  L.) 

Art^  102.  The  original  records  of  all  proceedings  of  (he  General  Synod, 
sad  an  doeameats,  letters  and  papers  having  reference  to  its  proceedings,  shall 
be  carefully  preserved  by  the  Stated  Clerk,  and  depositcsd  in  such  a  place  as  the 
General  Synod  shall  direct ;  and  no  document  or  paper  shall  be  removed  there- 
from by  any  person  whatever,  without  leave  previously  obtained  from  the  Gen- 
oal  Synod,  or,  daring  its  recess,  from  its  Stated  Clerk.     (121.) 
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CHAPTER  IV.— CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  MINISTRY. 

8E0TI0V  I. — BTUDEKTS    OF   THEOLOGT. 

Article  108.  ETory  student  of  theologj  mast  place  himself  under  the  care  of 
a  Classis,  and  pursue  his  course  of  studj  at  a  theological  institution  of  the 
Church,  unless  excused  therefrom  hy  a  vote  of  two*  thii^s  of  t'he  Classis.  The 
Classis  shall  institute  an  examination,  and  if  the  result  be  satisfactory,  it  shall 
take  him  under  its  care  and  exercise  proper  superTision  OTor  his  studies  and 
Christian  deportment.     (1  S.  L.) 

Article  104.  A  student  of  theology  shall  annually  submit  to  his  Classis  a  writ- 
ten report  of  the  progress  he  has  made  in  his  studies.  He  cannot  perform 
ministerial  functions.  He  may,  during  his  senior  year,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  Seminary,  occasionally  preach  to  a  congregation,  when  inrited 
to  do  80  by  the  pastor,  or,  in  case  of  a  Tacancy,  by  those  who  have  control  of 
the  pulpit.     (2  &  8  S.  L.) 

SEOTIOir  II. — LXOEHTIATES. 

Article  105.  A.  Licentiate  is  a  student  of  theology,  who  haying  been  examined 
by  his  Classis,  has  been  authorized  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  to  accept  a  call 
firom  a  pastoral  charge  or  missionary  field.     (4  S.  L.) 

Article  106.  Wheneycr  a  student  of  theology  desires  to  submit  to  an  exam- 
ination with  a  view  to  licensure,  he  shall  present  to  his  Classis  a  written  request 
to  that  effect,  and  the  certificate  from  the  Theolo^cal  Seminary  stating  that  he 
has  completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study.  Erery  such  examination  shall 
be  open  to  all  the  members  of  Classis,  and  embrace  all  the  subjects  taught  in 
the  Theological  Seminary.  Very  particular  attention  shall  be  paid  to  his  piety, 
the  purity  of  his  intentions  in  seeking  the  ministry,  his  orthodoxy,  and  his 
ability  to  teach.  The  report  of  such  examination  shall  not  enter  into  particu- 
lars, but  simply  state  the  result  as  satisfactory  or  unsatisfactory.     (6  S.  L.) 

Article  107.  In  extraordinary  eases,  and  for  good  reasons,  applicants  for 
licensure  may  be  admitted  to  the  ministry,  who  have  not  completed  the  full 
course  of  study  prescribed  for  the  Theological  Seminary ;  but,  in  all  such  cases, 
a  unanimous  Yote  of  the  Classis  is  required  to  authorize  the  license.     ^5  S.  L.) 

Article  108.  The  examination  of  the  applicant  baring  been  sustained,  he 
shall  attest  his  adherance  to  the  Church  in  its  doctrines  and  discipline,  by  sub- 
scribing the  following  Formula,  in  a  book  to  be  prorided  and  kept  for  that 
purpose: 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  sererally  hereby  testify,  that  we  honestly  and  truly 
hold  the  doctrine  of  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  to  be  the  doctrine  revealed  to  us 
in  the  Bible,  and  promise,  moreover,  faithfiilly  to  preach  and  defend  the  same. 
We  also  declare  and  promise,  that  we  will  caretblly  obsenre  and  comply  with 
all  the  ordinances  in  accordance  with  the  Word  of  God,  which  are  now,  or  may 
be  hereafter,  introduced  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church ;  and  also  that  we 
will  cheerfully  and  readily  recdve  and  submit  to  all  their  admonitions  and  de- 
cisions so  long  as  we  remain  in  connection  with  the  Reformed  Church." 

Haring  su^cribed  the  foregoing  Formula,  the  Licentiate  shall  be  fiimisbed 
with  a  certificate  of  Licensure,  bearing  the  seal  of  Classis  and  the  signatures 
of  the  President  and  Stated  Qerk.     (7  S.  L.) 

Article  109.  A  Licentiate  is  permitted  to  preach  the  Word ;  but  shall  not  ad. 
minister  the  sacraments,  perform  the  rite  of  confirmation,  pronounce  the  bene- 
diction, or  solemnize  marriage.  He  is  under  the  care  and  jurisdiction  of  hia 
Classis,  must  attend  its  meetings  and  submit  a  report  of  his  labors ;  but  has 
neither  a  Tote  in  Classis,  nor  can  he  represent  it  in  a  higher  Court.     (8  S.  L.) 

ArticU  110.  No  Licentiate  shall  be  admitted  to  ordination,  unless  he  be 
twenty-one  years  of  ai^e,  and  has  receiTed  a  call  ttom  a  pastoral  charge,  or  has 
been  appointed  to  a  mission ;  and  no  Classis  shall  ordain  him,  unless  hia  call 
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proceed  from  ft  pastoral  diarge  within  its  bounds.  In  the  case  of  a  Licentiate, 
the  ads  of  ordination  and  installation  may  take  place  at  the  same  time.  If 
appointed  to  a  mission,  or  if  called  to  a  Professorship  in  an  authorised  Theo- 
lofkal  or  Literary  Institution  of  the  Church,  he  may  be  ordained  by  his  Classis 
or  Synod.    (9&10  8.  L.) 

Article  111.  A  Licentiate  shall  neither  statedly  nor  from  time  to  time  preach 
for  t  Tscant  congregation  or  pastoral  charge,  without  the  consent  of  Classis. 
He  shall  he  a  member  of  that  Classis  within  whose  bounds  he  resides.   (12  S.  L.) 

Artiele  112.  Licentiates  from  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  nust  be  examined  in 
the  same  manner  as  students  of  theology.     (11  S.  L.) 

CHAPTER  v.—  CULTUS. 

SECTION  I. — TB£  BACRAMESTS. 

ArtkWllB.  The  Sacraments  of  the  Church,  according  to  the  institution  of 
Christ,  are  two:  Holy  Baptism,  and  the  Lord's  Supper.     (14  C.) 

ArticU  114.  The  children  of  communicant  members  are  ingrafled  into  the 
rbnreh  by  baptism,  and  subject  to  its  care  and  discipline.  It  is  their  duty,  as 
toon  as  they  are  old  enough  to  learn  the  Catechism  and  to  be  benefited  by  the 
Pastor's  injttruction,  to  become  members  of  the  catechetical  class.     (86.) 

AriicU  115.  A  child  may  be  baptized,  if  one  of  its  parents  be  a  member;  but 
if  neither  of  them  be  such,  it  must  remain  for  the  present  unbaf  tized.  Should, 
howeTer.  one  of  its  parents  manifest  a  desire  to  be  admitted  to  the  communion 
of  the  Church,  and  prombe  to  profit  by  the  next  opportunity,  the  child  may  be 
baptized.     (86.) 

ArtieU  IIQ.  Sponsors  may  be  admitted  in  the  baptism  of  infiants ;  but  the 
parents  themseWes  must  be  present,  answer  erery  question,  and  assume  every 
obligation.  No  person,  however,  shall  be  a  sponsor  who  is  not  in  full  communion 
with  a  branch  of  the  Christian  Church.  This,  in  conjunction  with  the  previous 
article,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  persons  who  adopt  orphans  or 
other  children  into  their  families,  from  offering  them  to  God  in  Baptism.     (87.) 

ArtieUin,  Adults  shall  be  baptized,  if  the  minister  has  ascertained  tbnt 
they  poflsesa  correct  views  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  have  nn  earnest  desire 
and  willingness  to  yield  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  Christ.  But  if  in 
these  re<!pect9  he  discover  deficiencies,  he  shall  direct  them  to  attend  the  usual 
catechetical  in!9tructions,  and  shall  afterward  proceed  in  relation  to  them,  as 
vitb  catechumens.  If  this,  however,  be  impracticable,  he  shall  in  some  way 
niitabty  instruct  them.  If  they,  notwithstanding,  still  continue  without  the 
reqoisite  qualifications,  he  shall  refer  them  to  some  future  time.     (88.) 

ArtieJe  118.  Baptism  shall  be  administered  publicly  in  the  church,  and  not 
elsewhere,  unless  special  circumstances  render  it  necessary.  The  office  pro- 
vided for  such  purpose  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  shall  be  used.  In  the  case  of 
uhilts  the  rite  of  confirmation  shall  follow  immediately  upon  their  baptism.  (89.) 

Arlide  119.  At  least  twice  a  year  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord*8  Supper  shall 
he  pohlicly  obacrred  in  every  congregation,  and  the  celebration  shall  be  con- 
dneted  aeeording  to  the  established  order  of  the  Reformed  Church.     (90.) 

Artiele '120.  If  any  member,  through  sickness  or  infirmity,  be  not  able  to 
eome  to  the  house  of  Ood,  and  yet  desires  to  receive  the  communion,  it  may  be 
administered  to  him  privately.  The  bread  and  wine  consecrated  in  the  Church 
ihall  be  nscd.  An  ^der  may  convey  the  elements  to  the  sick  and  infirm,  to 
vhom  the  Pastor  cannot  personally  minister.  One  or  more  persons  should  join 
^B  the  private  communion  ;  and  one  or  more  Elders  ought  to  be  present.     (90.) 

Ariide  121.  None  but  regular  members  of  the  Church  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  conmanion  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  Communicant  members  in  good  stand- 
ing of  neighboring  congregations,  and  of  other  denominations,  holding  the 
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essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  may  be  inrited  to  unite  in  the  obsenrance  of 
t bis  sacrament.     (91.) 

Article  122.  A  service  shall  be  held  preparatory  to  the  obeervance  of  the 
Lord's  Supper;  and  the  names  of  all  oommi^nicants  shall  be  recorded.  Before 
the  communion  is  administered,  the  Pastor  and  Elders  shall  diligently  inquire 
whether  any  member  has  departed  from  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  in  faith  or 
practice,  to  the  end  that  all  improper  persons  may  be  excluded  from  the  Lord's 
table;  and  if  the  Elders  neglect  this  duty,  the  Pastor  is  empowered  to  ezeroise 
this  discipline  alone.     (92.) 

SECTION  II.— CHURCH   RITES. 

Article  123.  Ck>nfirmation,  Ordination,  Marriage  and  Burial,  are  solemn 
Church  Rites.     (16  C.) 

Article  124.  Every  Pastor  shall  give  special  attention  to  the  instruction  of  the 
youth  in  his  congregation,  with  particular  reference  to  their  preparation  for 
confirmation.  The  Heidelberg  Catechism  shall  be  used  in  such  instruction. 
No  other  shall  be  employed,  unless  it  has  been  approved  by  tae  Church 
Courts.     (9a.) 

Article  125.  Before  confirmation,  the  Pastor,  in  the  presence  of  the  Elders, 
shall  diligently  examine  the  candidates,  whether  they  understand  the  funda- 
niental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  have  experienced  the  power  of  them 
upon  their  hearts,  and  are  governed  by  them  in  their  live^.  Those  who  con- 
tinue ignorant  of  the  Gospel,  and  do  not  warrant  a  reasonable  hope  that  they 
will  be  faithful  to  Christ,  shall  not  be  admitted  to  confirmation.     (94.) 

ArticU  126.  The  rites  of  Ordination,  Confirmation,  solemnization  of  marriage, 
and  burial  of  the  dead,  shall  be  administered  according  to  the  order  prescribed 
in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church.     (95.) 

BBrmou  in. — worship. 

Article  127.  No  Order  of  Worship  shall  be  observed,  and  no  selection  of 
hymns  used,  unless  approved  by  the  Church  Courts.     (16  C.  &  96  S.  L.) 

Article  128.  The  principal  days  of  the  Church  Year — Christmas,  Good  Friday, 
Kaster,  Ascension,  Pentecost,  and  Trinity  Sunday — ought  to  be  religiously  ob- 
served by  congregations  and  families.     (97.) 

Article  129.  The  Lord's  Day  (Sunday)  shall  be  kept  as  a  holy  day,  devoted 
to  the  public  worship  of  the  Lord  in  the  sanctuary ;  to  reading  of  holy  Scrip- 
tures, private  devotions,  and  to  works  of  love  and  mercy.  Meetings  for  prayer, 
and  family  worship,  are  also  commended  as  important  religious  services.    (98.) 

CHAPTER  VI.—  DISCIPLINE. 

SECTIOK  I.— VESCBER8. 

Article  18(V  Christian  Dipcipline  is  the  exercise  of  the  authority,  and  the 
application  of  those  laws,  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  established  in  His 
Church,  with  a  view  to  preserve  its  purity  and  honor,  and  to  promote  the  spi* 
ritual  welfare  of  its  members.  All  Christian  Discipline,  therefore,  is  spiritual ; 
and  nothing  shall  be  admitted  as  matter  of  eoeusation,  or  considered  an  offense, 
which  cannot  be  proved  to  be  such  from  the  Scriptures,  or  the  regulations  of 
the  Church.     (17.  C.) 

Article  131.  If  baptized  members  fall  into  sinful  ways,  the  Pastor  and  Elders 
shall  remind  the  parents  or  sponsors  of  their  duty  in  regard  to  them,  and  shall 
also,  by  direct  approach,  seek  to  bring  them  to  the  obedience  of  Christ.     (99.) 

ArticU  182.  Private  offenses  are  known  to  a  second  individual  only,  or,  at 
most,  to  very  few  persons.  No  private  offense  shall  be  brought  before  the  Spi- 
ritual Council,  if  evidence  of  repentance  is  apparent  after  the  delinquent  has 
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been  admonished  privately,  or  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three  witneueB.  Nor 
?hall  (he  Spirita&l  Council  take  actlun  until  the  rule  prescribed  by  our  Lord  in 
Matthew  zriiL  15-17,  has  been  obserTed.  Those  who  neglect  these  preparatory 
9(ep8.snd  in  any  way  give  unnecessary  publicity  to  the  faults  of  their  brethren, 
or  nodertake  to  become  accusers  or  informers,  render  themselves  liable  to  the 
ceanre  of  the  Church.     ( 100. ) 

Artkle  133.  If  a  member  give  offense  by  open  sin,  he  shall  first  be  privately 
tdfflonished  by  the  Pastor,  or  an  Elder.  If  he  does  not  amend,  he  shall  be  ad- 
monished the  second  time  in  the  presence  of  two  or  three  witnesses.  If  deemed 
jadicious,  the  admonition  may  be  again  repeated.  If  this  discipline  fails  of  its 
eod,  the  offender  shall  be  regularly  cited  to  appear  before  the  Spiritual  Council, 
vbo,  after  a  careful  investigation,  shall  deal  with  him,  if  found  guilty,  as  the 
oatore  of  the  offense  and  the  honor  of  the  Church  may  require.     (101.) 

ArtieU  184.  Members  of  the  Church,  who,  upon  being  convicted  of  an  offense, 
obeUnatdy  reject  the  admonitions  of  the  Spiritual  Council,  or  who  have  com- 
mitted aa  act  of  public  scandal,  shall  be  suspended  from  the  communion  of  the 
Chnrcfa.  .Those  thus  suspended  shall  be  treated  not  as  enemies,  but  as  erring 
bmhren,  and  shall  be  admonishea  as  such,  agreeably  to  the  Apostolic  direction, 
^  Tbcsi.  iii.  ^15.  But  if  this  suspension  and  these  admonitions  be  ineffectual, 
offenders  shall  be  ezoommunicated,  and  no  intercourse  held  with  them.  Mattlusw 
xriii.  1.5-17.  A  suspension  may  or  may  not  be  announced  to  the  congregation 
>t  the  discretion  of  the  Spiritual  Council ;  a  sentence  of  excommunication, 
bowerer,  shall  always  be  publicly  pronounced.     (102.) 

ArtieU  135.  The  following  sins  especially  claim  the  attention  of  the  Church 
("oarta,  and  merit  discipline :  heresy,  blasphemy,  schism,  peijury,  adultery, 
fnud,  eoDtentiousnesB,  intemperance,  falsehood,  licentiousness,  crueky,  cove- 
loiisnesa,  gross  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  others  of  a  similar  character. 
No  complainls  in  case  of  scandal  shall  be  hoard  unless  presented  within  one 
jear  after  the  offense  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed.     (108.) 

ArtieU  136.  The  power  of  suspension  from  the  communion  of  the  Church 
belongs  to  the  Spiritual  Council;  but  if  the  Council  should  neglect  to  convene 
at  the  time  appointed,  after  being  duly  notified,  the  Pastor  may  sit  alone  as  a 
Ooart  to  try  an  individual,  and,  on  finding  him  guilty,  pronounce  the  same  sen- 
tence. If  an  offense  be  so  gross  that  forbearance  would  bring  dishonor  upon 
tbe  religion  of  Jesus,  and  be  a  oause  of  scandal,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall,  im- 
mediately upon  the  conviction  of  the  offender,  separate  him  from  the  Church, 
ud  pat  the  evil  f^m  it,  agreeably  to  1  Cor.  v.  1>18.     (104.) 

Arddt  137.  If  a  member,  after  admonition  by  the  Pastor,  or  Elders,  continue 
^  neglect  his  duty  or  permanently  absent  himself,  such  conduct  shall  be  con- 
lidered  aa  offense  against  good  order,  and  render  him  liable  to  discipline.  n05.) 

ArtieU  188.  A  member  of  the  Church  summoned  to  be  a  witness,  and  refusing 
to  appear  and  give  testimony,  may  be  censured  for  contumacy. 

8ECTI0K   II.  —  CHURCH    OFFICEIIS. 

ArtieU  189.  If  a  Minister,  Elder  or  Deacon  fall  into  sin,  his  bretnren  in  office 
»ba]l  first  kindly,  but  faithfully,  admonish  him,  and  pray  with  him  that  be  may 
oTcromne  the  Evil  One.     ( 106. ) 

Ardde  140.  If  an  Elder  or  Deacon  commit  an  offense  which  brings  dishonor 
<>pon  the  Chareb,  or  is  punishable  by  the  civil  court,  he  shall,  upon  trial  and 
convietion,  be  removed  fhmi  his  office  by  the  Spiritual  Council.  If  the  offender 
^  ft  Minister,  the  Spiritual  Cooneil  shall  prevent  him  ftrom  ftirther  prosecuting 
hu  ministerial  functions,  and  immediately  refer  him  to  be  tried  by  his  Classis. 
^c  proceedings  of  the  Spiritual  Council  in  such  cases  are  not  to  be  considered 
*  trial,  but  only  a  prudent  interference  and  binding  over  of  the  accused  to  the 
jadgmeat  of  his  peers.     (107.) 

AnitU  141.  If  an  ill  report  concerning  a  Minbter,  fto  Elder,  or  a  Deacon,  be 
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in  circulation,  the  Spiritual  Council  shall  institute  an  immediate  inTestigation, 
and  proceed  as  the  interests  of  religion  and  justice  to  the  individual  may 
require.  If  such  ill  report  concern  a  Minister,  the  Classis  shall  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  their  own  bodj  to  inyestigate  the  case,  without  waiting  to  be  requested 
by  the  Spiritual  Council.  But  if  Classis  discover  that  the  Spiritual  Council  is 
already  occupied  with  it,  they  shall  await  the  result  of  this  inquiry.  (108.) 

Article  142.  To  establish  an  accusation  against  a  Minister  or  Elder,  the  testi- 
mony of  at  least  two  witnesses  is  required.  If,  however,  an  Elder  or  a  Minister 
be  accused  of  a  repetition  of  the  same  offense,  the  testimony  of  one  witneae  for 
each  commission  of  the  act  may  be  considered  sufficient.     (109.) 

Article  148.  If  a  Minister  be  deposed  from  his  office,  the  relation  existing  be* 
tween  him  and  his  pastoral  charge  is  thereby  dissolved. 

SECTION  HI.— PROCESS  AND  TEIAL. 

Article  144.  All  processes  before  a  Church  court  must  be  based  either  on  y«n- 
eral  rumor  or  individual  accusation.  In  the  former  case  the  Church  Court  itself 
reduces  the  charge  or  charges  to  writing ;  in  the  latter,  the  accuser  or  accusers 
shall  give  the  Court  a  definite  statement  of  tne  charge  or  charges  preferred. 
The  accused  shall  be  regularly  cited  to  appear  for  trial.  All  citations  ordered 
by.a  Court  must  be  signed  by  the  President  or  Stated  Clerk,  and  served  the  first 
time  on  the  parties  concerned  at  least  ten  days  before  the  trial.  The  citation 
shall  be  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges,  and  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  that  are  to  appear  against  him,  and  also  with  a  statement  of  the  time 
and  place  of  the  commission  of  the  offense.     (110.) 

Article  145.  Should  the  facts  of  an  offense  alleged  i^ainst  a  person  lie  at  a  dis- 
tance wii^hout  the  bounds  of  the  charge  or  Classis  of  which  he  is  a  member,  his 
own  Court  may  either  appoint  a  committee,  or  request  a  Church  Court  more  con- 
veniently situated  to  take  the  testimony,  always  giving  the  accused  due  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  examination  ;  and  in  like  manner  shall  the  accused, 
if  he  wish  to  procure  testimony  at  a  distance  for  his  own  exculpation,  give  due 
notice  to  the  Spiritual  C^iuncil  or  Classis  of  such  intention.     (III.) 

Article  146.  Should  the  accused  refuse  to  obey  the  summons,  he  shall  be  cited  a 
second  time  to  appear  as  soon  as  the  Court  may  deem  reasonable,  and  if  he  still  re- 
fuse to  appear,  he  shall  not  only  be  liable  to  censure  for  contumacy,  but  the  Court 
may  proceed  with  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the  case,  as  though  he  were 
present.     (112.) 

Article  147.  The  trial  shall  be  fiiir  and  impartial.  The  witnesses,  after  being 
swom,or  solemnly  affirmed,  by  the  President,  or  any  member,  of  the  Court.,  whom 
he  may  appoint,  shall  be  examined  in  the  presence  of  the  accused,  who  shall  be 
permitted  to  cross-examine  them.  The  whole  proceedings  in  the  case  shall  be 
accurately  and  fully  recorded,  and  copies  fUmished  to  the  parties,  if  demanded, 
at  their  expense.     (118.) 

Article  148.  The  competency  or  credibility  of  a  witness  may  be  affected  by  hia 
minority,  hi^want  of  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  be  established,  his  near  relation- 
ship to  the  parties  concerned,  by  infamy  or  malignity  of  character,  and  by  other 
circumstances,  each  of  which  may  form  a  good  ground  of  challeuge  by  either 
party,  and  invalidate,  and  sometimes  destroy,  the  testimony  of  a  witness  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Court.     (114.) 

Article  149.  No  person  shall  appear  as  counsel  in  a  Church  Court,  unless  he 
be  either  a  Minister  or  an  Elder  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The  President  shall 
appoint  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  unless  he  prefer  mther  to  appoint  his 
oonneel  or  conduct  his  own  case.     (116.) 

SECTION   IV. — ^BESTOBATION. 

Article  150.  Suspended  members,  who  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  genuine 
repentance  and  amendment,  may,  on  application,  be  re-instated  by  the  Spiritual 
Council  that  suspended  them.    (116.) 
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ArtkU  151.  Excommunicated  members  may  be  restored  by  the  same  'Court 
that  excommunicated  them,  Whenever  such  persons  applj  for  restoration  to 
the  communion,  the  Pastor  and  Elders  shall  make  diligent  inquiry  into  their 
stjite  of  miod  and  manner  of  life ;  and  if  they  give  sufficient  evidence  of  repent- 
uce  toward  God,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  they  may  be  publicly  re- 
itored.  (117.) 

ArtkU  152.  A  Minister,  Elder  or  Deacon,  who  has  been  deposed  from  office, 
Bttj  be  re-instated,  upon  repentance  and  reformation.  Such  restoration  shall 
take  place  only  by  the  Court  which  deposed  him,  and  then  not  until  the  evidence 
of  repentance  and  reformation  is  unequivocal.  The  re-instatemeut  of  a  Minister 
shall  not  be  final,  until  it  is  approved  by  Synod.     (118.) 

Artielt  153.  A  Minister,  who  has  been  deposed  for  the  sin  of  adultery  or  for- 
aieation,  or  for  any  offense  that  affixes  a  public  scandal  to  his  character  which 
Ao  after  repentance  can  remove,  ought  not  to  be  restored  to  the  ministry.     (110.) 


irfte£e  154.  Whatever,  in  previous  constitutions  or  resolves  of  the  highest 
Aureh  Coart,  is  contrary  to  this  Constitution,  is  hereby  revoked.     (120.) 


ARTICLE   XXL 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
LEAVE  OF  AB8E5CE. 

On  the  4th  daj  of  the  Sessions  the  President  appointed  Revs.  H. 
Uoeier  and  H.  M.  Kiefier,  with  plenary  power  to  excuse  such  whose 
duties  require  them  to  absent  themselves  from  Synod  for  the  re- 
maining seasioDS.  Near  the  close  of  the  Session  the  Committee  re* 
ported  the  following  persons  as  excused :  Rev.  D  Rothrock,  Dr. 
T,  G.  Apple,  J.  A.  Meters,  W.  E.  Krebs,  Elders  J.  Shumaker,  Q. 
W.  HenseU  S.  Greisemer,  John  Zellers  and  J.  F.  Unger.  The  re- 
port was  received  and  adopted. 

Rev.  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp,  chairman  on  the  Standing  Committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  General  subject  of  the  "  Care  of  the  In- 
digent,** made  a  verbal  report  stating  that  the  subject  has  been  held 
Qnder  advisement  and  that  he  couldsimply  report  progress. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  under  the  2nd  item  reported 
a  Memorial  from  Philadelphia  Classis  in  regard  to  observing  the 
Anniversary  of  the  birth  ox  Zwingli.  This  subject  was  referred  to 
a  special  committee  consisting  of  Kev.  T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  D.  Van 
Home,  D.  D.,  L  £.  Graeff,  and  Elders  Geo.  W.  Hensel  and  H.  C 
Hoover* 

XEMORIAL  FECK  PHXLADELFHIA  OLAflSIS. 

To  ike  Sfverend  Synod  of  the  UhiUd  Statu, — 

DxAm  BmsTBEBV :— The  nndenigned  have  been  appointed  a  committee  by  the 
Chusis  of  Philadelphia  to  convey  Uie  following  action  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
Jane  last,  to  yoar  body  as  a  memorial  requesting  you  to  instruct  the  ministers 
within  yoar  bounds  to  preach  memorial  sermons  or  hold  other  appropriate  ser- 
vices on  the  first  Sabbath  in  January  next  or  at  some  other  suitable  time  when 
eonvenient. 

WjuBMAS,  The  Baformed  Gmreh  has  a  rich  legacy  in  the  history  of  Protest- 
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ant  Christianity,  (racing  as  it  does,  its  origin  to  the  eariy  work  of  the  Re- 
formers in  Switzerland,  German j,  Holland  and  other  countries :  and 

Whereas,  This  history,  at  the  first,  was  largely  associated  with  certain 
honored  and  pioiu  men  whose  names  will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  remembrance, 
and, 

Whereas,  Ulrich  Zwinffli,  holds  a  high  place  in  the  firont  rank  of  those  great 
and  good  men  whom  God  raised  up  for  the  rerival  of  pure  Apostolic  ChrLs- 
tianity  in  the  Reformation  of  the  Itith  Century,  and  who  brought  to  the  work 
a  measure  of  piety,  learning  and  self-sacrificing  seal,  which  richly  claimed 
most-  grateful  remembrance  and. 

Whereas,  The  1st  day  of  January  next  will  be  the  four  hundredth  Anni* 
Tersary  of  Zwingli's  birth  ;  therefore, 

Jtesolvedf  that  we  think  it  proper  that  some  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
ecclesiastical  judicatories  of  the  Reformed  Church  to  commemorate  this  fact. 

Rewlvedf  That  we,  ae  a  Classis,  do  hereby  place  on  record  our  high  esteem 
for  this  noble  Reformer,  whose  learning  was  only  equalled  by  his  eloquence 
and  who  sealed  his  mission  with  his  blood,  when  be  fell  as  a  martyr  on  the  field 
of  Cappel. 

D.  Vaf  Hor5e,  H.  C.  Hooybb, 

J.  H.  A.  BoMfoEBaEB,        T.  A.  Hooveb, 

P.  S.  Davis. 

Phila.,  Pa.,  Sept.  29,  1886. 

The  foilowing  report  presented  by  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Zwingli  Memorial  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  from  the  Philadelphia  Classis  with  reference 
to  commemorating  the  409th  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Ulrich  Zwingli,  re- 
spectfiilly  report : 

This  Synod  highly  appreciates  the  recommendation  of  the  Philadelphia 
Classis  in  regard  to  perpetuating  the  memory  of  Ulrich  Zwingli,  the  great  Swiss 
Reformer.  No  one  can  doubt  that  it  is  highly  beneficial  to  revive  the  memory 
of  the  great  and  good  men  who  labored  for  the  cause  of  pure  Christianity  in 
the  Reformation  of  the  XVIth  Century.  The  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  "  has  a  rich  heritage,"  as  the  Memorial  properly  states,  *'in  the  work 
of  the  Rcforifiers  in  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  other  countries  of  Europe." 
While  it  regards  no  one  man  as  its  leader  and  head,  and  does  not  exalt  Zwingli 
above  others  who  labored  with  liim,  nor  yet  commits  itself  to  all  his  teaching, 
yet  it  honor  this  great  and  good  man  as  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  Reformmi 
Church.    Therefore 

1  Retolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  commends  the  suggestion  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Classis  to  the  favorable  regard  of  our  pastors  and  churches,  while  it  leaves 
to  them  to  determine  in  what  way  the  proposed  celebration  may  be  held. 

2  Resolved,  That  it  is  hereby  recommended  that  where  such  celebration  may 
be  held,  a  special  collection  be  lifted  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  theologieal  educa- 
tion in  the  Church. 

8  Besolved,  That  we  commend  this  remembrance  of  one  of  the  great  Re- 
formers, not  in  any  spirit  of  denominational  rivalry  and  zeal,  but  in  the  spirit 
of  generosity  and  peace  which  Zwingli  ever  manifested  towards  other  Pro- 
testant  Reformers,  and  with  a  view  to  draw  close  the  bonds  of  fraternal  onion 
that  bind  together  the  historic  churches  of  the  Protestant  Reformation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Tuos.  G.  Applb,  Chairman, 
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The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home,  brought  to  the  attention  of  Synod  by  the  Report  on  Over- 
tnreo,  was  referred  to  a  special  oommittee^  consisting  of  Revs.  H. 
Moaer  and  Thoa.  8.  Land. 

BTATEXBin  OF  BETHAHT  0BPHA5S'   HOME. 

To  (ke  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Ckurch  in  the  United  States, 

Fatbkbs  ajid  Brctbbkk  :  In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany 
Orjrfians'  Home,  at  Wotaeladorf,  Pa.,  the  undersigned  respectfully  present  to 
joar  rcTerend  body  the  following  statement : — 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  your  body  our  Orphan  ftimily  were  still  occupy- 
iog  their  temporary  residence.  On  December  14th,  1882,  the  newly -erected 
haiiding  was  dedicated,  and  on  December  21  st  the  whole  family  was  remoTed  to 
its  new  dwelling-place.  The  commodious  arrangements  and  conveniences  of  the 
tmilding  excel  our  expectations.  The  erection  and  ftirnishing  of  the  Home, 
indading  necessary  improvefli^ents  on  the  premises,  cost  about  $80,000.  Whilst 
tbe  Choreh  aiTorded  us  liberal  help  toward  the  erection  of  the  new  building, 
there  was,  meanwhile,  a  nuirked  diminution  in  the  receipts  for  current  ex- 
penses. During  the  year  ending  with  July  20, 1883,  the  receipts  for  this  pur- 
pose amounted  to  $4874.41,  whilst  the  expenditures  were  $6816.71.  By  reason 
of  the  deficit  for  current  expenses,  we  have  a  total  debt  of  about  $1600. 

The  building  has  been  paid  for.  Four  brethren  kindly  offer  to  pay  the  debt 
in  f  100  contributions.  Eleven  more  such  gifts  are  wanting  to  remove  the  bur- 
den. We  pray  the  God  of  the  fatherless  soon  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  eleven 
of  His  children  to  complete  this  good  work. 

Dnring  the  past  year,  the  Home  received  two  legacies :  One  f^om  Miss  Mary 
Botz,  of  Esston,  Pa.;  and  one  of  $200  (less  the  collateral  inheritance  tax) 
from  Mrs.  Susan  Innes,  of  Catasauqua,  Pa.  To  tbe  legacy  of  Miss  Butz,  an 
offering  of  $5<)(l  was  added  by  her  sister,  Mrs.  Matilda  Chidsey.  The  condition 
of  the  above  gifts  was  that  they  should  be  invested  in  first  mortgage  bonds,  and 
tiie  interest  to  be  used  perpetually  for  the  benefit  of  the  Home. 

Tbe  Lord  has  made  our  fields  to  yield  abundant  crops.  Our  harvest  of  1882 
nipptied  the  Home  with  bread  for  the  whole  year.  During  the  year  we  dismissed 
18  orphans  and  admitted  17  orphans.  At  present  we  have  63  orphans  in  the 
Home.  The  Board  desires  to  add  about  20  more  to  the  inmates.  Our  rule  is 
to  take  but  one  or  at  most  two  orphans  from  a  pastoral  charge,  so  as  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  the  institution  to  as  many  congregations  as  possible.  On  last 
Crt)od  Friday,  the  pastor  of  the  Home  confirmed  1 1  orphans.  Since  the  Home 
congregation  was  organized,  in  1869,  142  orphans  have  been  confirmed  here. 

We  regret  to  report  that  during  the  year  two  members  of  our  Board,  Rev.  C. 
H.  Leinbaeh,  D.  D.,  and  John  Wiest  were  removed  from  us  by  the  hand  of 
lieath.  Dnring  a  period  of  fifteen  years  they  labored  with  us  in  behalf  of  this 
Kood  canse.  The  children  always  welcomed  their  arrival  with  joyful  greetings, 
ud  oonnted  them  among  their  helpful,  sympathizing  friends.  To  us  their  de- 
pwtare  is  a  sad  bereavement ;  to  them,  it  led  to  their  eternal  reward. 

We  wish  to  emphasize  one  point :  To  avoid  the  accumulation  of  a  new  debt, 
the  Board  imperatively  needs  larger  contributions  for  current  expenses.  We 
euinot  disguise  it.  There  has  been  a  falling  off  of  gifts  for  this  purpose.  In 
tbe  fKe  of  this  fk«t,  we  purpose,  by  faith,  to  increase  the  number  of  orphans. 
Wm  the  pastora  and  congregations  stand  by  us  7  We  commend  our  dear  Home 
>acw  to  their  charitable  sympathy  and  devout  prayers. 

B.  BAU8MA5,  President, 

D.  B.  Albbiobt,  Superintendent, 
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The  Special  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Brethren  :  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  that  only  one  document 
was  placed  in  our  hands.  It  consists  of  a  statement  by  the  President  of  the 
Board  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  present  condition  of  the  institution  under 
their  care. 

The  report  of  last  year  to  this  Synod  recorded  the  calamity  of  the  fire,  the 
temporary  nursery  of  the  orphan  family,  and  the  progress  of  the  new  building. 
Now  we  learn  of  the  completion  of  the  new  home  at  an  expense  of  $30,000  all 
paid ;  that  it  was  dedicated  on  the  14th  and  occupied  on  the  *2lBi  of  December, 
1882. 

We  learn  with  pleasure  of  the  abundant  crops  gathered  fVom  these  fields. 

There  is  one  sad  item,  however,  which  they  never  before  were  called  upon  to 
report.  During  the  synodical  year  two  members  of  the  Board  fell  asleep.  Rev. 
C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.D.,  and  Elder  John  Wiest,  brethren,  whose  Interest  never 
flagged  and  continued  over  a  long  period  of  years.  Their  service  was  to  us  a 
great  blessing,  and  their  end  an  admonition  to  earnest  work. 

They  himent  a  deficit  in  income  for  current  expenses.  It  amounts  to  $1,500. 
The  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  whole  amount  be  raised  by  one  hundred 
dollar  subscriptions.  Four  persons  have  already  responded.  This  commend* 
able  suggestion  is  worthy  of  immediate  success. 

The  present  condition  of  our  work  suggests  the  following  for  adoption : 

Resolvedf  That  we  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for 
permitting  us  to  have  part  in  this  great  charity. 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  gratitude  to  our  merciful  Father  for  several 
remembrances  by  will,  for  a  donation  by  a  person  still  in  life,  and  for  all  other 
contributions  received  during  the  year. 

Resolved,  That  we  kindly  commend  our  dear  Orphans*  Home  to  the  prayerful 
consideration  of  all  who  are  about  to  make  a  disposition  of  their  worldly  goods 
by  will. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  holy  joy  experienced  by  cheer* 
ful  contributors  as  well  as  the  sacred  pleasures  of  nurturing  the  Lord's  orphans  are 
of  the  precious  fruits  of  consecrated  life,  and  that  we  sincerely  believe  the  word 
of  the  Lord  **  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.'' 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  thank  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  faithful 
labors  during  these  years  of  special  trial. 

Resolved,  That  the  favor  of  our  churches  shown  in  many  ways,  and  the 
enlarged  opportunities  lead  us  to  approve  of  the  Board's  suggestion  to  extend  the 
usefulness  of  the  institution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  be  instructed  to  address  an  appeal  to 
every  pastor  and  Sunday  School  Superintendent  in  the  Synod,  asking  every 
member,  young  and  old,  to  remember  the  Home  during  the  Christmas  season, 
in  liquidation  of  the  present  deficit,  and  at  the  same  time  not  to  forget  the  de- 
mands of  the  Home  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  MoBBiB,  Oiatmutn. 


NOMINATIONS. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  its  report 
during  the  session  on  Friday  afternoon,  which  was  received  and 
adopted.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  one  hundred 
tickets  of  these  nominations  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Synod  and  the 
election  was  fixed  for  Monday  at  2  P.  M.     The  election  took  place 
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at  the  time  desigDated.  The  ballots  were  received  and  counted  by 
the  telleiB,  Revs.  D.  W.  Ebbert  and  G.  8.  Sorber,  and  the  President 
farniahed  with  the  result  of  the  election.  Elder  John  Meily  of 
LebanoD,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  ; 
Elders  Geo.  Z.  Kunkle,  G.  8  Griffith,  and  Rev.  T.  G.  Apple,  D. 
D.,  were  elected  as  Trustees  of  F.  &  M.  College,  and  Rev.  Chas.  G. 
Fisher  was  elected  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
Theological  Seminary.  The  other  members  constituting  the  Board 
were  reelected. 

The  Board  of  Publication  during  the  past  year  appointed  Rev. 
D.  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Synoaical  Editor- 
»bip,  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  Rev.  Dr.  Hibschman,  for  the 
Tear  that  has  just  closed.  Rev.  J.  B.  Shumaker,  D.  D.,  of  Lan- 
caiter  was  elected  to  fill  the  position,  for  the  unexpired  time  of  ser- 
vice. 

This  Synod  was  officially  informed  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Pittsburg  Synod  that  B.  Wolff,  Jr.  was  reelected  by  that  body  as 
its  member  on  the  Board  of  Publication. 

The  gnsetings  of  this  Synod  were  sent  through  the  President  to 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  to  convene  on  the  17th  inst.  in  Newton, 
North  Carolina. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

REBUMFTIOir    ASD  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted :  — 

Rf^tlvtdy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  dae  to,  and  are  herebj  heartily 
eiteaded  to  the  pastor  and  members  of  St.  PauFs  Reformed  Church,  Reading  ; 
isd  pastors  of  the  other  Reformed  Churches  and  members  of  the  same  for 
tbdr  generous  faospitality  shown  the  Synod  during  its  sessions  in  this  city. 

R^vilvtd^  That  the  above  Resolution  be  read  from  the  pulpits  of  the  Reformed 
diorches  of  this  city. 

StMoIved,  that  we  return  thanks  to  the  P.  k  R.  R.  R.  for  their  kindness  in 
extending  to  the  members  of  Synod  the  benefit  of  excursion  rates. 

The  roll  was  called,^and  all  the  members  present  during  the  ses- 
aoD8  of  the  Synod,  answered  to  their  names,  save  those  that  were 
excused.    The  minutes  of  the  sessions  on  Monday  were  read  and 

Approved. 


ARTICLE  XXITL 

ADJOUBHMEKT. 

The  foDowing  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  session  of  Synod  on 
Friday  afternoon. 

R*mlv€d,  That  when  this  Synod  finally  adjourns  it  be  to  hold  its  next  annual 
?^*«i'3Q9  in  Trinity  Reformed  Choroh,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  October 
*tb,  A.  D.  18S4,  at  7.80  P.  M. 

6 
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Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Monday,  October  15. 1883,  at  9.30 
p.  M.,  after  joining  in  the  Confession  of  Faith,  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
the  singing  of  a  hymn,  and  receiving  the  Apostolic  Benediction  by 
the  President. 

T.  C.  PoBTEB,  President, 
Jno,  P.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk. 


Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Jno.  p.  Stein,  Stated  Oerk. 
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ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 
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ART. 

I.  Opening  op  Synod. 
II.  Members  Present. 

III.  Election  op  Officers. 

IV.  BuLEB  OP  Order. 

V.  Standing  Committees. 

1.  On  iHnutes  of  Synod. 

2.  On  Overtures, 

3.  On  Religious  Services. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes. 

5.  On  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

6.  On  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statisiieal  ReparU 

7.  On  Theological  Seminary. 

8.  On  Missions. 

9.  On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  Publication. 

VI.  Communications. 
VII.  Synodical  Minutes. 
VIII.  Overtures. 
IX.  Religious  Services. 

X.  Classical  Minutes. 

XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 
XII.  Religion  and  Morals. 

XIII.  Theological  Seminary 

XIV.  Missions. 
XV.  Finance. 

XVI.  Appeals  and  Beperenceb. 
XVII.  Complaints. 

XVIII.   SUNDAY-SCHOOM. 

XIX.  Publication. 
XX.  Church  Government. 
XXI.  Miscellaneous. 
XXII.  Resumption  and  Crx>sE. 
XXIII.  Adjournment. 


One  Hundred  and  Thirty^Eighth  Annual  Sessions* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  iki  Synod  of  tU  Rrfomud  Church  in  the  United  StaUt  at  ita  Annual  Sestions, 
keid  til  Pottatown,  Pa,,  in  the  month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One 
f%ou»and  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty-Four,  The  Seuiona  commenced  on  the 
eeening  of  the  Eighih,  and  continued  untU  half-poet  Nine  on  the  evening  of  the 
Thirteentk,  mdutive. 


ARTICLE  L 

OPENINO  OF  BTNOO. 


Synod  Gonvened  according  to  appointment  in  Trinity  Reformed 
Chorch,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  8th,  1884,  at  7.30 
P.  M.  The  seBsion  was  opened  with  divine  service,  and  the  ser- 
mon was  preached  by  the  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Thos.  C.  Porter, 
from  the  text  recorded  St.  .Matt  19  :  27,  28,  29.  Subject,  ''  The 
Beward  for  Faithful  Service  in  the  Christian  Ministry." 


ARTICLE  n. 

MEHBEB8  PBESENT. 
I.     FBOir  THB  CLA88IS  OF  BAST  PBNNA. 

Miniden:  T.  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,*  I.  K.  Loos,  D.  D.,  J.  E.  Smith,*-* 
J.  J.  Criat 
Elden:  B.  F.  Kemmerer,  Jacob  Rader. 

II.     CLASSIB  OF  LEBAirON. 

Miniden :  Geo.  Wolff.  D.  D.,  L.  D.  Steckel,  C.  S.  Gerhard, 

A.  J.  Bachman,*  A.  R.  Bartholomew,*  J.  A.  Reber,*  H.  Mosser. 
Elden:  R.  E.  Adams,  P.  S.  Greenawalt,'  Wm.  Zellers,'  Jas.  T. 

Bcber,'  U.  Witmer.* 

UI.     OLASSIS  OF  PHILADKLPHIA. 

Kniden:  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  S.  P.  Mauger,  D.  Van  Horne, 
D.  D.,  J.  H.  Sechler,  C.  W.  Levan,* 

Elden:  F.  L.  Hoover,'  A.  Schwenk,  H.  B.  Mull,  Jno.  B. 
Stauffer.*^ 

IV.     CLA88IS  OF  LANCASTBB. 

Mmiden:  D.  B.  Schneder,'  Jno.  M.  Souder,  E.  V.  Gkrhart, 

B.  D.,'  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  and  Wm.  F.  Lichliter. 
lUen :  Abram  Mader,  S.  L,  Dellinger,  Daniel  Helm.* 
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Y.     CLA8SIS  OF  BAST  STTBQUBHAKNA. 

Mtnutera:  O.  H.  Strunck,  J.  K.  MUlet/ A.  Houte,  8.  C.  Meckel," 
T.  S.  Land. 
Elders:  Philip  Peters,*^  J,  W.  Kelaey,  John  A.  Heiney.* 

TI.     CLASSI6  OF  WEST  SU8QUBHA17NA. 

JUtnuiers :  A.  Carl  Whitmer,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  Wm.  A.  Haas.* 
Elders :  Elias  Brown,  John  Miller. 

TII.     CLASSIB  .OF  OOSHBNHOPPBN. 

Minivers :  S.  M.  K.  Huber,*  L.  J.  Mayer,*  A.  L.  Dechant' 
Elders:  Dr.    J.    H.   Dickenshied,'  tfaa.   M.  High,*  Dr.  I.  B. 
Yeakel,* 

Till.     CLASSIS  OF  TOHICKON. 

Ministers :  A.  B.  Eoplin,  J.  O.  Dangler,  J.  M.  Hartzell. 
Elders :  Chas.  A.  Mauch,  Henry  Stover. 

IX.     CLASSIS  OF  LEHIGH. 

Ministers:   W.  R.  Hofford,*    S.   G.   Wagner,   D.  D.,»  N.   C. 
Schaeffer,  Ph.  D.,*-'  N.  8.  Straasburger. 
Elders:  Thos.  Strauss,  B.  H.  Eramm,  Conrad  Paff. 

The  figures  at  the  end  of  the  name  indicate  the  daj  of  the  sessions  on  which 
the  delegate  took  his  seat. 

The  letters  in  their  order  indicate  the  days  on  which  the  delegate  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 

On  the  2nd  and  5th  day  Rey.  J.  H.  Leinbach  took  the  place  of  Bey.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer.  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler  on  the  4th  day  took  the  seat  of  Bev.  C.  W. 
Levan.    Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser  took  the  seat  of  Ber.  A.  L.  Dechant  on  the  5th  day. 

ABYIBOBT  MEMBEBS. 

The  following  were  present  during  one  or  more  of  the  sessions : 

From  Lebanon  Classis — Revs.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  D.,  T.  C  Lein- 
bach. P.  W  Dechant,  I).  B.  Albright,  C.  P.  McCauley,  D.  D., 
J.  W.  Steiometz.  Thos.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  W.  M.  Reily,  Ph.  D. 

From  Phila,  Classis — Revs.  Gteo.  8.  Sorber,  Geo.  H.  Johnston, 
Jas.  Crawford,  Jas.  I.  Qood,  Chas.  O,  Fisher,  P.  S.  Davis,  D.  D., 
D.  W,  Ebbert,  H.  T.  Spangler,  E.  D.  Wettach. 

From  Lancaster  OJowaw— Revs,  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  J.  H.  Dubbs, 
P  D.,  A.  S.  Stauffer,  S.  M.  Roeder. 

From  West  Susquehanna  Classis — Rev.  Daniel  M.  Wolf. 

From  Ooshenkm>pen  Claseis — Revs.  C  H.  Herbst,  C.  8.  Wieand, 

From  Classis  of  Lehigh--}ieTB.  J.  H.  Leinbach,  W.  J.  Peters. 

FVom  Tohiekon  Classis — ^Revs.  Jacob  Kehm,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  H.  K. 
Binkley. 

From  San  Francisco  Classis^  Synod  of  Potomac — ^Rev.  D.  E. 
Schoedler. 

OTHEB   CHUBCHEB. 

Rev.  J.  8.  Hughes,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Ber.  I.  F.  Heider,  Evangelical  Church. 

Rev.  H.  B.  Stephenson,  of  First  Presbyterian  Church. 

Bev.  B.'M.  Bohmucker,  D.  D.,  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

ARTICLE  m. 

ELECriOK  OF    0FFICEB8. 

Bev.  L  K.  LooB,  D.  D.,  was  chosen  President  Rev.  T.  S.  Land 
was  cfaoeen  Corresponding  Secretary.  Rev.  John  P.  Stein  is  Stated 
Clerk.    Eider  John  Meily  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

BULEB  OF  OBDER. 

The  Rules  of  Order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  bar  of 
the  house  was  defined  to  be  the  first  eight  pews  from  the  chancel. 
It  was  resolved  that  the  sessions  open  at  9  A.  M.  and  at  2  P.  M., 
and  close  at  11.30  A.  M.  and  at  5  P.  M. 

An  Evening  Session  was  held  on  Monday  from  7  to  9.30  o'clock* 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  StandingCommittees : 

1.  Minutes  of  Synod  —Revs.  W.  A.  Haas,  O.  H.  Strunck,  J.  J. 
Crist,  and  Elders  J.  Rader  and  S.  L.  Dellinger. 

2.  Ouerturea — Revs.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  D.  D.,  A,  Houtz,C.W. 
Levan^and  Elders  D.  Helm  and  J.  M.  High. 

3.  Bdigiotu  Services — Revs.  L.  EI.  Evans,  C.  S.  Wieand,  C.  H. 
Herbst 

4L  Mntttes  of  C&U9t9— Revs.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  T.  S.  Land,  S.  P, 
Maager,  Elders  Elias  Brown  and  A.  Schwenk. 

5.  JExamination,  lAceniure  and  Ordinaiicn — Revs.  T!  C.  Porter, 
D.  D.,  D.  Van  Home,  D.  D.,  J.  K.  Millet,  and  Eiders  J.  A. 
Heinej  and  H.  B.  Mull. 

6.  Siate  of  Religion  and  Statidieal  Reports — ^Revs.  L.  D.  Steckel, 
J.  G.  Dengler,  Geo.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  Eiders  John  Miller  and  R.  H. 
Kramm. 

7.  Theological  Seminary — Revs.  H.  Mosser,  J.  M.  Hartzell, 
S.  C.  Meckel,  and  Elders  (Jonrad  Paff  and  R.  H.  Kramm. 

8.  Missions — Revs.  A.  •£.  Koplin,  J.  M.  Souder,  A.  J.  Bach- 
man.  Elders  H.  Stover  and  R.  E.  Adams. 

9.  Finanee — ^Revs.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  L.  J. 
Mayer,  Elders  J.  M.  Kelsey  and  Wm.  Zellers. 

10.  Ninninaiions — ^Revs.  C.  S.  Gerhard,  A.  B.  Koplin  and  W. 
B.  Hoffi>rd,  and  Elders  Charles  A.  Mauch  and  James  T.  Reber. 
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11.  Publieation—Heys.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  D.  Van  Home, 
D.  D.y  A.  Houtz,  and  Elderi  A.  Mader  and  U.  Witmer. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

1 .  The  minotes  of  the  Classes  of  Eist  Penna.,  Lebanon,  Phila- 
delphia, Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna,  Goshen- 
hoppen,  Tohickon  and  Lehigh  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  Reports  on 
the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables,  which  are  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  also  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

3.  Communications  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  F.  and  M.  Collep;e  and  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  (5f  Publication  and  a  Re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  the  Publication  of  the  Hausfreund 
were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  the 
Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions,  and 
and  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  were  re- 
ceived and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

6.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Other  communications  were  received  and  handed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  Vn. 

MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

Printed  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
sessions  of  this  Synod  and  the  General  Synod,  were  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  to  report  the  items 
claiming  the  attention  of  this  body.  The  Committee  presented  its 
report  on  Friday.  It  was  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted  as 
a  whole.    The  report  reads  as  follows : 

Yonr  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  QenenJ  Synod  and  on  the  Minutes  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  would  respeetflilly  re- 
port  the  following  itema  as  olaiming  the  attention  of  this  Synod : 

/.    General  Sjfnod, 

nem  1,  p.  9.  The  General  Synod  submits  Mules  of  Order  for  adoption,  for  the 
goyemment  of  the  several  Judicatories  of  the  Reformed  Chuioh  in  U.  S. 


Item  2,  p.  25.  The  General  Synod  directs  this  Synod  to  inquire  into  the  delin- 
quency of  its  Stated  Clerk  in  not  furnishing  that  Body  with  certain  copies,  as 
required,  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Synod. 

lUm  3,  p.  56.  The  cause  of  Home  Missions  is  commended  to  the  favorable 
eoosidention  of  the  district  Synods  and  their  Boards. 

Item  4,  p.  66.  The  General  Synod  also  commends  the  cause  of  Foreign  Mis- 
oons. 

Item  5,  p.  96.  The  third  Sunday  in  January  of  each  year  is  set  apart  as  a  me. 
morial  ftttiyal  of  the  Reformation. 

Item  6,  p.  102.  Certain  amounts  for  various  purposes  are  apportioned  to  this 
Synod. 

Item  7,  p.  104.  General  Synod  will  hold  its  next  triennial  sessions  in  Grace 
Hefenned  Church,  Akron,  Ohio,  to  commence  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Whit 
Sowlay,  June  Ist,  1887,  at  7h  o'clock  P.  M. 

hem  S,  p.  105.  Pastors  and  consistories  are  urged  to  exercise  stricter  discipline 
against  all  forms  of  vice,  and  especially  against  the  monster  vice  of  intemperance. 

II,    Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U,  8, 

Item  9,  p.  19.  Synod  recommended  earnest  efforts  to  be  put  forth  to  induce 
talented  young  men  to  prepare  for  the  ministry. 

Item  10,  p.  40.  Synod  made  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  Classes  to  pay  all  arrear 
iges  on  their  apportionments  fdr  Home  Missions. 

Item  11,  p.  41.  An  executive  committee  on  Missions  was  commended  to  be  or. 
guuaed  by  each  aassis. 

Hem  12,  p.  51.  A  certain  conference  to  adjust  a  complaint  of  Lebanon  Classis 
against  the  Goshenhoppen  Classis  was  ordered  to  be  held. 

Item  13,  p.  40.  Synod  urged  that  all  the  classes  and  congregations  contribute 
gyttematically  to  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions.  . 

Item  14,  p.  49.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  append  a  foot  note  to  the 
itstistieal  table  of  Lebanon  Classis,  concerning  a  certain  amount  of  money  for 
benevolence. 

Hem  15,  p.  49.  Synod  requested  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis  to  complete 
its  action  on  the  reqvest  of  Bev.  Henry  Keller. 

Item  16,  p.  56.  Synod  requested  the  classes  to  render  all  possible  aid  to  Elder 
Jaoob  Keyser  in  his  efforts  to  collect  money  for  the  Publication  Board 

Item  17,  p.  56.  The  classes  were  urged  to  see  that  a  collection  be  annually 
liAed  in  each  congregation  for  the  Publication  Board. 

Item  18,  p.  57.  Synod  ei^oined  upon  the  Stated  Clerks  of  the  classes  to  forward 
a  certified  list  of  del^^ates  at  least  ten  days  in  advance  of  the  meeting  of  Synod. 

hem  19,  p.  77.  The  committee  on  the  general  subject  of  "  oare  for  the  indi- 
gent" is  eonthiued. 

i^e»  20,  p.  78.    Synod  recommended  ZwingU  Memorial  Services  to  be  held. 

Item  21,  p.  80.  The  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  in 
itmcted  to  address  an  appeal  to  the  Church  in  behalf  of  the  Home. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  A.  Haas,  Chairman. 

The  following  items,  2, 12, 14, 18,  20,  were  reported  u  having 
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been  attended  to.  The  5,  7  items  were  adopted.  For  the  result  of 
the  action  on  items  3,4, 11, 13  see  Art.  XiV,  Missions;  on  itema 
6, 10,  Art  XV,  Finance ;  on  item  1,  Art  XX,  Church  Qovem- 
ment ;  on  items  8,  15,  19,  Art.  XXI,  Miscellaneous ;  on  item  9, 
Art  Xill.  Theological  Seminary;  on  items  16,  17,  Art  XIX, 
Publication  ;  on  item  20,  Art  XII,  Religion  and  Morals. 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

OYfiBTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report.  It 
was  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  on  OTertores  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  foUowing  doeomenta 
were  placed  in  their  hands : 

1.  Is  a  commanication  from  the  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  President  of  the  *'  So- 
ciety  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,"  giving  an  aoconnt  of  the  nature  and  claims  of  said  Society, 
and  requesting  this  Synod  to  consider  its  claims  and  urge  the  several  classes  to 
order  a  ooUection  to  be  lifted  in  their  congregations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society, 
on  or  about  the  third  Sunday  in  June  of  next  year. 

2.  Is  the  second  triennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  together  with  the  report 
of  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  its  Treasurer,  from  May  4,  1881,  to  May  6, 1884. 

8.  Is  a  petition  signed  by  231  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  who  reside  in  the  borough  of  Pottstown  and  its  vicinity,  praying  Synod 
to  instruct  the  Classis  of  GkMhenhoppen  to  reo'>gnize  their  organization  as  a  con- 
gregation of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  STRASSBimoBB,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  1st  item  see  Article  XXI,  Mis- 
celbmeous ;  for  2nd  item  see  Art  XIV,  Missions ;  *for  3rd  item  see 
Art.  XVI,  Appeals  and  References. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

RELIGIOUS  SERVICfiB. 

All  the  sesdons  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  divine 
services.  'The  Committee  on  this  subject  'reported  the  following 
order  of  services,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  persons  designated 
filled  Uieir  respective  appointments  : 

Your  Committee  on  Beligious  Senrices  beg  leave  to  report  the  foUowing  ap- 
pointments : 

IVinity  Church. 

JFWday  Evening,  7i.— Home  Missionary  Services.  Addresses  by  Bey.  T.  C. 
Porter,  D.  D.,  and  Hey.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  fifteen  minutes  each,  to  be  fol- 
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lowed  bj  Tolantaiy  addreasfs,  five  minntea  each,  hy  memben  of  Sjruod  and  Su- 
perintendent of  Muaions.    Be?.  D.  £.  Klopp  D.D.,  to  preside. 

Saturday  Evening,  7it. — Preparatory  Services.  Sermon  by  Rev.  S.  0.  Wa^^- 
noTy  I>.  D. 

Sunday  Morning,  10  o'clock, — Synodical  Communion.  Sermon  by  Rev  I.  K. 
Loos,  D.  D. 

Sunday,  2  o^elock,  P.  M, — Sunday-school.  Addresses  by  Revs.  O.  H.  Strunok 
and  J.  H.  Pannebecker. 

Sttnday  Evening,  7i  o'clock. — Foreign  Missionary  Services.  Addresses  by 
Rev.  T.  S.  Johnson,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  A.  C  Whitmer,  fifteen  minutes  each,  fol- 
lowed by  short  addresses  by  members  of  Synod,  five  minutes  each.  Rev.  D. 
Van  Home,  D.  D.,  to  preside. 

Zion'M  Church, 

Sunday,  A.  M. — German.    Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebeoker. 
Sunday  jE^Km'ii^— English.    Sermon  by  Rev.  T.  S.  Land. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Sunday  Morning, — Sermon  by  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D. 

Evangelical   Church, 
Sunday  Evening,— Sermon,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzel. 

RespectAxUy  submitted, 

L.  K.  Evans,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Ck>iDmittee  on  Minates  of  Classes  submitted  its  report    It 
was  read,  taken  ap  item  by  item  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 
The  report  b  as  follows : — 

7%€  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  begs  leave  to  suJttmU  the  following  report : 

I,    Irregularities. 

1.  Lebanon  Claasis  gives  no  marginal  references. 

2.  Tohiekon  Classifl  gives  very  few  suitable  marginal  references. 

3.  Tohiekon  Classis  licensed  G.  B.  Smith  and  directed  him  to  continue  his 
■todies,    (p.  50). 

4.  West  Suyjuehanna  Clawis  failed  to  embody  In  their  finance  report  the 
Gelbach  Claim  of  $11.49  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance  (p.  34). 

5.  The  Weit  Sosquehoona  Claris  at  a  spaoial  meeting  took  action  on  an  item* 
not  embodied  in  the  call  for  said  meeting,  (p.  50). 

6.  East  Susquehanna  and  Lancaster  Classis  fiiiled  to  attach  the  seal  of  Classis 
to  their  copies : — 

7.  The  Stated  Clerk  of  Tohiekon  Classis  fi&iled  to  attest  his  minutes  as  a  true* 
copy  of  the  original. 

S.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  dismissed  Bev.  D.  £.  Schoedler  to  San  Francisco* 
Claasis,    Syn^d   of  Potomac,    provisionally,    and  this  without  dissolving  the* 
pastoral  relation,    (p.  SI). 
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11.    RtqueiU. 

9.  East  Stuqnehaima  Classis  overtures  Synod  to  reduce  the  apportionment  on 
said  Classis  for  missions  at  least  $400.    (p.  42). 

10.  Lebanon  Classis  asks  Synod  to  continae  its  action  in  regard  to  the  division 
of  Classis  and  the  organization  of  a  new  Classis  to  be  called  the  SchnyUdll 
Classis.    (p.  29). 

11.  Lancaster  Classis  overtares  Synod  to  put  into  the  field  an  agent  to  secure 
additonal  Endowment  for  the  Theological  Seminary,    (p.  83). 

Ill,    Appeals  and  Complaints, 

12.  The  joint  Consistory  and  Pastor  Rev.  H.  F.  Seiple  of  Hillcown  Charge, 
Tohickon  Classis,  appeal  from  certain  action  of  siud  Classis.    (pp.  36,  40,  53). 

13.  Bev.  C.  H.  Herbst  appeals  from  the  decision  of  (Joshenhoppen  Classis. 

(p.  28). 

IV,    SvbjeeU  referred  to  the  CfUutes. 

All  the  Classes  adopted  their  apportionmeats  and  the  various  recommendations 
of  Synod  in  regard  to  Church  work  and  other  interest,  except  as  follows : 

14.  The  East  Susquehanna  Classis  assumed  only  $1000  of  the  $1284  apportioned 
for  missions,    (p.  42). 

15.  The  same  Classis,  in  the  matter  of  Missionary  Conventions  did  not  adopt 
the  time  and  place  recommended,    (p.  32). 

16.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  did  not  adopt  Synod's  recommendation  in  r^^ard 
to  a  Missionary  Executive  Committee  and  an  Annual  Classical  Missionary  Con- 
vention,   (p.  42). 

17.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  did  not  adopt  Synod's  recommendation  in  r^;ard  to 
the  unification  of  missionary  work  and  missionary  conventions,    (p.  12). 

18.  Lancaster  Classis  did  not  adopt  Synod's  recommendation  in  regard  to  aiding 
the  Agent  of  the  Publication  Board  and  lifting  collections  for  said  Board,  (p.  36) 
and  the  unification  of  missionary  work,  (p.  40). 

19.  The  audwer  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis  to  Synod's  request  in  the  case  ot 
Rev.  Henry  Keller  (p.  49.) 

V,    lAcensuSrey  OrdinatioUf  received  and  dismissed, 

20.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received :  Rev.  J.  C.  Leinbach  from  the  Tohickon 
Classis,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Glantz  from  Chicago  Classis,  Synod  of  the  North  West. 
Dismissed:  Rev.  W.  C.  Schaefifer  to  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  C.  Baum  to  Ursinns 
Claasis,  Synod  of  the  North  West,  and  Rev.  T.  J.  Barkley  to  Gettysburg  Classis, 
Synod  ef  the  Potomac. 

21.  Philadelphia  Classis  received:  Rev.  S.  T.  Laury  from  the  Gettysburg 
Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler  fVom  Carlisle  Classis,  Synod, 
of  the  Potomac,  and  Rev.  £.  D.  Wettach  from  Tuscarawas  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio. 
Dismissed  :  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein  to  Lancaster  Classis,  Rev.  N.  J.  Miller  to  West  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  Rev.  L.  D.  Stembaugh  to  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Rev.  H.  M. 
KieSer  to  East  Pennsylvania  Clissis.    Ordained :  licentiate  C.  W.  Levan. 

22.  Tohickon  Classis  licensed  Rev.  G.  B.  Smith ;  dismissed  Rev.  H.  J.  Welker 
to  Lebanon  Classis,  Rev.  J.  C.  Leinbach  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  licentiate 
H.  K.  Binkley  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

23.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  and  Rev.  W.  J.  Kerschner 
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from  Lehigh  CUariB,  Rey.  H.  J.  Welker  from  Tohiokon  Claams,  and  Rev.  L.  D. 
Stambtogh  from  Philadelphia  Claaris:  ditmitsed  Rev.  Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee  and 
licentiate  Q.  F.  Mnll  to  Lancaster  Clasais. 

24.  Eaat  Pennsyhrania  Clanis  received  Rey.  A.  R.  Thompson  from  Philadelphia 
Claansand  licentiate  H.  K.  Binkley  from  Tohickon  ClaBsis;  and  dUmieaed  Rey, 
M.  H.  Mishler  to  Zion's  Claacds,  Synod  of  the  Potomac;  lieeneed  Charles  B. 
SUntr;  ordained  the  licentiatei  F.  W.  Smith  and  H.  K.  Binkley. 

25.  West  Sosqnehenna  Claasis  received  Rey.  N.  J.  Miller  from  Philadelphia 
Clasna,  and  Rey.  D.  H.  Leader  from  Clarion  Claasis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg ;  die^ 
mitted  Rey.  J.  S.  Wagner  to  Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsbarg,  and  Rev.  S.  M 
Boeder  to  Lancaster  Classis ;  ordained  licentiate  G.  W.  Gerhard. 

26.  Lehigh  Classis  received  Rey.  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer  from  Somerset  Classis 
Synod  of  Pittsburg;  dismissed  Rey.  W.  J.  Kerschner  and  8.  A.  Leinbaoh  to 
LdMDon  Clasds;  Rey.  J.  H.  Hartman,  Rey.  W.  £.  Krebs  and  licentiate  Frank 
A.  Gath  to  Gettysburg  Classis,  Synod  ofVthe  Potomac ;  licentiate  A.  P.  Horn  to 
North  Carolina  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac;  licentiate  F.  W.  Smith  to  East 
PennsyWania  Classis ;  licensed  F.  A.' Gath. 

27.  Qoshenhoppen  Claasis  received  Rey.  I.  S.  Stahr  from  West  Susqaehanna 
Cisais,  dismissed  Rey.  D,  E.  Schoedler  to  Classis  of  San  Francisco,  Synod  of  the 
Potomac. 

28.  Lancaster  Classis  received  Rey.  J.  P.  Stein  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rey. 
J.  Kolling,  D.  D.,  from  German  Philadelphia  Classis,  Ger.  Synod  of  East,  Rey. 
Br.  E.  £.  Higbee  and  licentiate  G.  F.  Mall  from  Lebanon  Classis,  Rey.  S.  M. 
Socder  from  West  Snsqaehanna  Clasais ;  licensed  T.  De  Lyre,  ordained  licentiate 
D.  B.  Schneder. 

VI.    Miseettaneums, 

29.  Philadelphia  Classis  cedes  the  territory  of  the  Lansdale  church  to  Tohickon 
Classis,  (p.  33). 

VJL    Time  and  Place  of  Meeting, 

30.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  St  John's  Reformed  Church  of 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  May  1886,  at  7.30  P.  M.  Rey.  Z. 
A  Yearick,  President ;  Rey.  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk. 

31.  East  Pennsylyania  Classis  will  meet  in  St  John's  Reformed  Church 
fAmdt's),  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  May  12th,  1885,  at  10  A.  u,  Rey.  J.  E.  Free- 
man, Preodent;  Rey.  T.  O.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk. 

32.  East  Sosquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Fayette, 
9eoeca  Co.,  N.  Y.,  May  27th,  1885.  at  7.30,  P.  M.  Rey.  T.  J.  Hacker,  President ; 
Ber.  O.  H,  Strunek,  Stated  aerk. 

33.  PhiUdelphia  Chusis  will  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  June  4ih,  1885,  at  8  P.  M.  Rey.  S.  P.  Manger,  President ;  Rey.  J. 
H.  Scehler,  Stated  Clerk. 

31  Tohickon  Claasis  will  meet  in  St  John's  Ref.  Church  of  Quakertown,  Pa., 
Kay  I5cfa,  1885,  at  7.30,  P.  M.  Rey.  J.  M.  Hartiell,  President,  Rey.  N.  Z.  Snyder 
Stated  Cktk. 

35.  Lebanon  Classis  will  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Lebanon,  Pa. , 
Hay  28th,  1886,  at  8  P.  M.  Rey.  Tobias  Kessler,  President;  Rey.  J.  A.  Reber,' 
Stated  aerk. 
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86.  Lehigh  ClaBsis  will  meet  in  St  John's  Reformed  Church,  Kutztown,  Pa., 
May  8th,  1885,  at  7.30  P.  M.  Ber.  E.  A.  Gernant,  President  i  Bev.  N.  S.  Strass- 
burger,  Stated  Clerk. 

37.  €K»henhoppen  Classis  will  meet  in  Sassaman's  Keformed  Church,  Sasaa- 
manyille,  Pa.,  the  first  Friday  in  May,  1885,  at  2,  P.  H.  Rev.  S.  M.  K.  Huber, 
President ;  Bev.  L.  J.  Mayer,  Stated  Clerk. 

38.  Lancaster  Classis  will  meet  in  Salem's  Reformed  Church,  New  Holland 
Charge,  May  28th,  1885,  at  7.30,  P.  M.  Rev.  W.  F.  Liohliter,  President;  Rct. 
D.  W.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

A.  C.  Whitmbb,  Chairman. 

The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  approved. 

For  acdon  on  3rd,  10th,  12tb,  13th  and  19th  item  see  Art  XVI, 
References  and  Appeals.  On  9th  item  see  Art.  XIV,  Missions. 
On  11th  item  see  Art  XIII,  Theological  Seminary.  The  remain- 
ing items  of  the  report  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMn^ATIOy,  LICENST7RE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
amination, Licensure  and  Ordination  and  adopted. 

Your  Coijamittee  on  the  Examination  of  Applicants  for  Licensure  and  Ordina- 
tion beg  leaye  to  report,  that  no  business  requiring  action  has  been  placed  into 
their  hands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thos.  C.  Pobtbb,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  Xn. 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the 
'State  of  the  Church,  which  was  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Statistics  beg  leave  to  report  as 
follows,  viz. . 

All  the  documents,  bearing  on  this  subject,  which  are  placed  in  our  hands, 
give  evidence  of  conflict,  since  it  has  become  our  lot  to  exist  in  a  fiUlen  state ;  no 
good  can  be  looked  for  excepting  as  antagonized  by  evil.  The  &rmer  cultivates 
not  excepting  upon  a  soil  whose  natural  predisposition  is  thorns  and  thistles, 
weeds  and  briars.  The  student  can  not  inquire  into  the  nature  of  things,  in  the 
way  of  seeking  to  understand  the  truth  excepting  he  likewise  contends  with 
liability  to  error  and  misunderstanding.  So  neither  can  men  pursue  their  religi- 
ous calling  without  the  presence  and  power  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness.    Whilst 


13 

this  stale  of  things  is  acknowledged  by  all,  it  is  not  always  remembered.  Henoe 
ve  £ul,  in  a  measure,  to  give  honor  to  the  great  Captain  of  our  salvation,  for  the 
erideneeB  of  yictory,  which  are  manifested  among  ns. 

When  we  therefore  see  that,  even  though  sin  abounds,  grace  does  so  much  more 
aboond.  We  should  be  filled  with  comfort  and  joy  that,  in  very  deed,  our  Lord 
ii  counting  us  worthy  to  share  in  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself. 

It  aflbrds  OS  therefore  no  little  joy  to  be  able  to  recount  the  following  evidence 
of  substantial  progress.  We  have  been  repairing,  beautifying  and  building  houses 
of  wonhip.  We  have  been  giving  increased  attention  to£  the  instruction  and 
Doitore  of  the  young.  The  tender  plant  is  carefhlly  surrounded  with  proper 
infloences  in  the  family  and  sunday  school  and  catechetical  class.  We  have  made 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  members  of  the  church,  still  better,  we  have  had  an 
incraae  of  the  number  of  communicants. 

A  still  higher  evidence  of  growth  in  grace  is,  an  increase  in  the  benevolent 
contributions.  The  orphan  cause  has  been  warmly  cherished.  Concern  was  felt 
not  only  for  self,  but  for  the  spiritjally  poor  and  destitute  at  home  and  abroad. 
We  are  beginning  to  see  more  and  more  clearly  that  to  grow  in  grace  and  to  do 
oorselves  the  greatest  good  we  must  be  mindfhl  of  the  wants  of  others.  ''  It  is 
more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive."  "  He  who  doeth  the  will  of  our  heavenly 
Father  he  riiall  knote  whether  this  doctrine  be  of  Qod."  We  are  coming  more 
clearly  to  know  that  *'  to  him  who  hath  shall  be  given ''  when  what  one  hath  is 
pat  to  proper  use  and  exercise.  We  are  apprehending  the  teaching  of  our  cate> 
chism  more  practically,  so  that  we  can  now  speak  freely  of  good  works  as  the 
neoenary  complement  of  true  &ith.  Yea  we  are  even  getting  bold  enough  in  the 
&ith  to  speak  of  the  *'  hope  of  reward"  as  the  proper  stimulus  to  good  works. 

So  long  as  these  truths  are  apprehended  as  those  written  upon  the  tablets  of 
oar  hearts  by  "  the  Lord,  the  giver  of  life,"  we  would  be  recreant  to  our  trust  it 
we  heard  tiiem  not  as  the  voice  of  our  triumphant  Lord,  marshalling  us  for  uoi- 
renal  conquest  and  dominion. 

Among  the  most  important  if  not  the  most  important  event,  during  the  presen 
lyoodical  year,  was  the  memorial  service  in  comemoration  of  the  birth  and  labors 
of  that  martyr  reformer  Ulrich  Zwingli. 

As  we  pondered  over  the  labors,  the  trials,  the  self-denials  and  the  tragic  death 
of  this  man  of  Qod,  we  could  not  help  to  be  filled  with  devout  thankfulness  to 
Qod  for  the  manifold  blessings  and  advantages  which  through  him  have  fallen 
to  our  heritage.  May  the  life  of  him,  and  all  such,  stimulate  ns  to  like  full  con- 
lecration  of  all  our  powers  to  the  service  of  our  master,  that  we  may  prove  our- 
•elves  worthy  sons  of  such  brave  heroes  in  the  faith. 

Lastly :  The  faithful  lives  and  death  of  many  of  our  fellow  servants  in  the  Lord, 
admoBish  us  to  be  fkithf^  and  work  while  it  is  day,  for  the  night  cometh  when 
DO  man  can  work.  With  devout  thanks  for  the  glorious  examples  of  these  who 
have  gone  before  us  in  the  way  of  fkith  and  salvation,  we  buckle  on  our  armor, 
and  press  forward  in  the  labors  assigned  us,  having  beiore  us  the  mark  of  our 
high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  we  also  may  at  last  reign  with  Him  world 
without  end.    Amen. 

Kespectftilly  submitted, 

L.  D.  Steckel,  Chairman, 

[For  Statistifeal  reports  see  Appendix.] 
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ARTICLE  Xm. 

THEOLOGICAL  8BMINABY. 
I.     BEFOBT8  OF  THE  BOARDS  OF  TBUSTBBS  AND  TISITOBS. 

(a.)    JUport  of  Board  cf  Trusieei, 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Brethren  :  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  held  their  regu- 
lar meetings  during  the  year.  At  the  spring  meeting  the  old  officers  were  re- 
elected for  the  current  year,  viz :  D.  W.  Qross,  President ;  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Vice- 
President;  John  B.  Both,  Treasurer;  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Secretary. 

The  Executive  Committee  are  D.  W.  Gross,  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  John  B.  Both, 
Edw.  J.  Zahm,  and  Geo.  Z.  Kunkle. 

The  Treasurer's  Bepoft  will  explain  the  financial  operations  of  the  Board  for 
the  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  contributions  from  the  churches  have  increased 
considerably,  and  your  Board  are  well  satisfied  that  a  continued  and  systematic 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  pastors  will  result  in  still  better  support  for  the  institu- 
tion. We  desire  in  this  connection  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  contribution 
made  by  Bev.  A.  L.  Dechant's  charge.  Without  any  special  effort,  but  simply 
by  presenting  the  claims  and  wants  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  he  nused  and 
paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  $641.30.  What  he  did  in  his  charge  can  be  done  in 
others  if  only  the  people  are  made  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  GboSS,  PreaiderU, 
John  B.  Both,  TVetuurer. 

October  2, 1884.  Edw.  J.  Zahm,  Secretary. 

John  B.  Both,  Treoitwrer,  in  account  wUh  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 

Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

1883.  DB. 

Oct  10.  To  Int  from  A.  B.  Wingerd $  150  00 

"    29.  "  "  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh 90  00 

Nov.  3.  "  "  "  E.  M.  KiUough.  to  Nov.  4,'  88 76  00 

"    19.  "  "  "  St.  Stephen's  chapel,  to  Oct  29,'  83 42  00 

u    23.  "  "  "  T.  G.  Apple,  D.D.,  to  July  1,  '83 24  00 

"    23.  "  "  "  U.  H.  Heilman.  Tr.  Carlisle  Classis 27  85 

"    24.  **  "  *•  C.  A.  Shults,  Tr.  Zion's  Oassis 23  22 

Dec.  12.  '*  "  "  W.  L.  Harbaugh,  on  account 40  00 

"    14.  "  "  "  A.  B.  Wingerd,  to  Nov.  1,  '83 249  72 

1884. 

Jan.   3.  "  "  *'  Jacob  Heyser,  on  account 37  50 

«      5.  *•  "  «  Heckerman'sNoteto  Feb.  24, '84 60  00 

"    16.  "  "  "  A.  M.Stacy,  to  Dec.  13,  '83 24  00 

"    22.  "  "  "  Jacob  Heyser,  on  account 37  60 

Feb.   7.  "  "  "  Geo.  M,  Sohroyer,  to  date 105  00 

"    29.  "  "  "  Lehigh  V.  B.  B.  Bonds,  Dec.  1,  '83 160  00 

"    29.  "  "  "  John  Becker,  Feb-  28,    '84     240  00 
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lUr.   S.  To  Int  from  Geo.  Gurbsagh,  to  April  1/83 12o  00 

*'&"*'  "    AllemaniA  Fire  Ins.  Co 20  00 

"       8.  "  ••  on    Loan 50 

««     17.  "  "  "    E.  8.  Stehman,  to  Feb.  1,  '84 16  00 

"34.  "  "  "    George  Sarbangh,  on  aocoont 90  00 

"     29.  «  «  "    Quarryville  Bank  Stock 42  00 

"     31.  "  "  "    B.  M.  Keen,  to  AprU  1/84 76  00 

Apr.    1.  "  "  "    Hooseworth  Mortgage  to  April  1/84 45  00 

"       1.  "  "  "    Jacob  Eckman,  to  April  1/84 66  83 

'*       3.  "  "  *'  ilrban  &  Barger  Mortgage,  to  April  1/84  ..  .  106  00 

•*       4.  "  "  "    Jacob  Heyier,  on  account 75  00 

*•       4.  "  "  "    John  Kepner,  to  AprU  1,  '84 63  00 

*'       7.  "  "  "    Geo.  Barbaugh,  to  ApriH/84 5  00 

"     31.  "  "  "    Key.  W.  Haaa,  Tr.  W.  Soaq.  Claasis 9  49 

*•     35.  "  "  "    C.  A-  8hult«,  Tr.  Carliale  Claaua 6  50 

«     25.  "  "  "    M.  P.  Heckerman  Note  in  full 4  10 

lUj    2.  "  "  "    E.  M.  KUlough,  to  May  1/84 75  00 

•'       2.  "  "  •'    E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  April  1/84 30  84 

"       &  "  "  **    Bobinaon  Judgment  to  April  1/84 80  00 

«     19.  "  "  •*  Kieffer  legacy  to  AprU  1,  '84.  J.  MeUey,  Tr.  .   .  360  00 

"     19.  »  "  "  Cook  legacy,  to  April  1,  '84, 1.  MeUey,  Tr. .  .  .  72  00 

««    21.  "  "  *'    Bond  Juniata  aaflsia  to  July  1,  '84 30  00 

«    24^  «<  .i  II       u    Carlisle  Clama,  C.  A.  Shulti,  Tr 12  60 

44    24.  "  *•  "       "    Zion's  Claaua 23  22 

Jane  3.  "  "  "       "    P.  M.  Ermentrout  to  April  1,  '84 *270  00 

«     jl  u  II  u  t,    £  Y  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  to  Oct  1,  '84  ...   .  17  66 

••    18.  "  "  "  "    Lehigh  V.  B.  E.  to  June  1,  '84  .....  .  160  10 

44    21.  "  "  "       "    E.  G.  Smith  to  April  28,  '84 6  00 

"     26.  "  "  "    Loan 9  00 

**    27.  *'  **  "    Bond  A.  M.  Steacy  to  June  13,  '84 24  00 

u    27.  "  "  "  *'    Meroenbnrg  Claaua  to  July  1/84 ...   .  30  00 

July  3.  "  "  "    Note  Account  to  July  1,  '84 42  00 

"      3.  "  "  "    John  B.  Both  to  April  1,  '84 60  00 

**    13.  "  Dirid'd  Harriaburg  Bridge  Co.  Stock 6  60 

*'    26.  "  Int.  from  E.  S.  Stehman  to  Aug.  1/84 16  00 

Aug.  2.  •'  "  "    T.  Eoferto  Aug.  1, '84 16  00 

4.      ^  u  u  ti    G.  W.SchroyertoAug.  8, '84 105  00 

««    12.  "  "  "    Jacob  Heyier  on  account 76  00 

•*    28.  "  "  "    ClaaiU  of  Lehigh  to  Oct.  1, '84 15  00 

••    29.  "  ''  "    John  Becker  to  Aug.  28,  '84 240  00 

SqillO.  "  "  on  BondofLebanon^laauato  June  80/84  .  ...  3000 

"    11.  ••  "  *•       "      "  E.  Snaq.  Claaua  to  Oct  1,  '84 30  00 

"    11.  *'  "  from  Geo.  F.  Baer  to  AprU  21,  '84 30  00 

**    13.  •'  "  "    A.  B.  Wingerd's  Est  to  May  1, '84 96  72 

"    13.  "  "  "    G.  8.  Griffith  to  Jan.  1, '84 30  00 

44    5Q  II  u  u    E.  J.  ZahmtoAprUl/84 327  67 

•«    SO,  •'  "  on   Houseworth  Mort  to  Oct  1,  '84 46  00 

**    30.  "  DiTid'd  l!)o.  23  AUemania  F.  Ins.  Co 20  00 
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Sept  30.  Divid'd  Building  Fund  Int  received  to  date 243  38 

''    30.  ''        Seminary  Aid  Fond  received  to  date 1.662  11 

1883.  CB.  $6,345  90 

Oct    1.  Bj  Bal.  due  Treas.  per  report $1349  35 

"    23.  "  Amt  paid  I.  R.  GoodeU'a  Bill 64  00 

Nov.  7.  "  ABsessment  QoanTville  Bank  Stock 8  00 

"    14.  "  F.  A.  Gast  D.  D.,  salary  account 100  00 

"    14.  **  T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  salary  account 200  00 

"    14.  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  account 200  00 

Dec.  16.  "  Amt  paid  C.  Moser^s  Bill 1  76 

"    17.  ••      "        "     F.  A.  Gaat,  D.  D.,  salary  to  Jan.  1,  '84  ...   .  150  00 

"    17,  "      "       "     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  salary  to  Jan.  1,  '84  .   .  .  175  00 

"    17.  .  "      "        "     E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D..  salary  to  Jan.  1,  *84  .   .  175  00 

*'    31.  "      "     Back  int  on  Investment 18  42 

"    31.  "      "     paid  Stoner,  Shreiner  &  Co.  Bill 40  26 

1884. 

Jan.    9.  "      "        "     Bame's  BiU  Printing 2  00 

*'    19.  "      "        "     E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  account ....  100  00 

Feb,   8.  "      "       "     E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,    "           "        100  00 

"      8.  "      "        "     F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,         "           "        150  00 

"      8.  "      "        "     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,        "           "        200  00 

"    22.  "      "        "     J.  Bauaman,  Treas.,  to  Jan.  1,  '84 60  OO 

Mar.   1.  "      "       "     Sundry  BilU  repaire S  73 

"    16.  •*      "        "     One-third  Bill  of  Catalogues 23  17 

Apr.    3.  •'      "        "     E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  to  April  1,  '84  .   .  176  00 

"      3.  "      '*       "     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,        "         "            "       .    .  176  00 

it      3  II      (I        u     Y^  ^  Qggt,  D.  D.,           "         "            "       .   .  100  00 

"      7.  "      "        "     Apple  &  McKinstry  Bill 1  20 

"      8.  "      "        "     G.  L.  Fondersmith's  Bill 1  85 

"      8.  "      "        "     J.  Bansman,  Treos.,  to  April  1,  '84 60  00 

it    ig  «      a       a     Q|i,i,,g  3iii  repairs 1  00 

May    2.  *'      **       "     E.  V.  Gerhart^  D.  D.,  salary  account 200  00 

"      9.  "      «        "     T.  G.  Apple,  D,  D.,         "           "       200  00 

a       9^  i<       II         it      Q  ^  Q^t^  j)^  jy^             If             i<         160  00 

June  3.  "      "        •'     E..V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salasy  to  July  1,  '84  .   .  176  00 

"      7.  "      "        "     Humphreville  A  Kieffer  Bill 6  00 

"    13.  •'      "        "     F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  salary  to  July  1,  '84  .  .  100  00 

.1    13  II      II        <i     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,     "         "             "...  176  00 

July   6.  "      "        "     J.  Bausman,  Treas.,  to  July  1,  '84 60  00 

"      6.  "      "        "     BUI  of  repairs^.  V.  G 7  00 

"    16.  "      "        "     I.  M.  Hamish,  Painting 16  00 

"    30.  "      "       "     E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  account  •  •  •   .   .  200  00 

it    3Q  i<      II        it     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,        "            "       200  00 

"    30.  "      **       "      F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,          "            "       160  00 

If    31^  «      tt       it     ^  Hubert's  Bill •   •  •   .  .  .  3  15 

Aug.21.  "      "       "     T.W.  Fry's  Bill 6  19 

Sept.  2.  "      "        "     E.  Bookmyer's  BiU 10  76 
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8qit  3.  To  Cash  Paid  £.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  to  Oct.  1"84  .   .  .  17J:  00 

"     3.  "      "       "     T.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,        "         "          "...  175  00 

"     3.  "     "       "     F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,           "         "          "...  100  00 

u    3     .1      M        «     ^  jjouf^s  BiU 6  00 

«   10,     "      •*        •«     B.  B.  Martin's  Coal  BUI 49  GO 

"   15.     "     "        "     Humphi«villc  A  Kieffer's  Bill 33  45 

"   11  "      "        "     John  B.  Roth,  Treas.,  salary  to  Oct.  1,  '84  .   .  .  100  00 

"   30.  '<    Int     "     To  Library  Fund  on  $1,319  96  invested  with 

End.  Fond 118  79 

$6,003  54 

Amount  Dr.  brought  forward 6,345  90 

Amount  Cr.  brought  down 6,003  54 

lanesster,  Oct  1, 1884.    BaL  due  Theological  Seminary  is $342  36 

The  nnderrigned  Auditing  Committee,  haying  examined  the  Treasurer's  Ac- 

eoont  sad  compared  his  vouchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Isaac  H.  Kbbfbb, 
Lanmtter,  Pa,,  Oct,  2,  1884.  Is&AlSL  Laucks. 

LIBRABT  FUND. 

Zancoiler,  Oct,  1. 1884. 

Jomr  B.  Both,  Treasurer  of  Theological  Seminary, in  aeeonirU  unth  Libbaby  Fund. 

1S83.  DR. 

Oet  1.    Amount  of  Principal $2,069  96 

1883.  DR. 

Oet   1.    To  balance  due  per  account  rendered $  141  26 

Kor.  5.     "  Cash  received  from  F.  A.  Cast,  D.  D. 15  00 

1984. 

SepUO.     "  Int  frvm  E.  J.  Zahm  to  April  1,  '84 15  00 

*'   30.     "   Int  on  $1,319  96  from  End.  Fund  to  Oct  1, '84 118  79 

1883.  CR.  $290  05 

Oet  23.    By  Bill  paid  F.  Christem $150 

«    23.      •'      "      "    8.  H.Zahm&Co 15  40 

50V.13.     "      "      "    C.R.Femer 6  90 

"    19.      "      ••      "    CR.  Femer 19  50 

I>ec29.     "      "      "    I.    G.   Banks 3  50 

1884. 

Feb.  1.  "  ••  "    S.H.  Zahm&Co IS  10 

"     1.  "  ••  '•    A.  Bendel 1  40 

«    22.  "  "  "    F.  W.  Christem 4  20 

u    23.  «  «  «    H.L.Trout8 4  90 

u   27.  «  .«  ««    J.  D.  Carson  A  Co 12  00 

Mar.  8.  "  "  "    F.  W.  Christem 2  80 

«    1^  u  a  u    Q^  ^    Femer 4  00 

«    2\.  "  «  •'    8.  H.  Zahm  A  Co 20  60 

Apr.28.  "  "  "    C.  R.    Femer 32  85 

Junell.  •«  "  •'    F.  W.  Christem 4  20 

"    16.  «  "  **    Insurance  on  Library 15  00 

Aug.  18.  "  •*  "    8.  H.  Zahm  A  Co 16  35 

$178  20 

Oct    L      '«    Balance  due  Library  Fund Sill  8& 

JoHK  B.  Roth,  TVeos. 

2 
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STATEKBNT  OF  BMALTZ  FUND. 

1883.  Principal .  .  .  . ' $5,000  00 

Oct    1.1884.  DR. 

Apr.  9.    To  lot  received  to  April  1,  *84 187  60 

1884.  CR. 

Apr.  10.    By  Amount  paid  C.  Q.  Flfiher,  Treas $137  60 

PITTBBUBGH  PBOF.  FUND. 

Amount  of  Principal  10 $1,718  30 

BKDOWMENT  FirKD. 
1883. 
Oct'    1.    Ami  of  Principal  ia $69,349  76 

1884. 

Mar.  12.       "    Legacy  from  Executor  of  Chriatiana  Loose,  of 

Qreencastle,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa. $500  00 

Collateral  Inheritancfe  Tax 25  00       475  00 


$69,824  76 
June  17.    By  action  of  Theo.  Seminary  Board  (see  Minutes), 

the  following  amounts  were  ordered  to  be  de- 
ducted, haying  no  yalue :  Bond $1,000  00 

"     500  00 

Note 100  00  1,600  00 

Arat  of  Fund  Oct.  1,  '84 $68,224  76 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  haying  examined  the  Treasurer's  Ao- 

ount  and  compared  Ms  youchers,  find  the  same  correct 

Isaac  H.  Kebfbb, 

Laneoittr,  Oct.  2,  1884.  Ibbabl  Laucks. 


THBOLOOICAL  8BMINABY  BELIEF  FUND. 

1883. 

Oct    8.  To  L.  Markell,  Treas.  Potomac  Synod 80  00 

Noy.  23.  "    Bey.  TJ.  Heilman,  Treas.  Carlisle  Classis 6  60 

Dec.   4.  **    St  Luke's  Mission,  Lancaster 1  26 

1884. 

Jan.  3.  "    Rey.  J.  W.  Loye,  Irwin  Chai^ge $3  00 

"      3.  '*      "       "         "       Greensbuig  Charge 5  00 

8  00 

'*      5.  *'     "    T.  A.  Huber,  Broadheadyille  Charge ....  10  00 

"    15.  "    First  Church,  Lancaster 16  00 

"    16.  "    Third  St  Reformed  Church,  Easton 44  00 

"    19.  "    St  John's  Cong.,  Williamsport 3  00 

"    21.  "    Trinity  Reformed  Church,  York 17  00 

"    26.  "    Geo.  P.  Hartiell,  Sunbury,  Augusta  Charge  ...  24  42 

Feb.   2.  **    Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisbnrg 40  00 

"     2.  «•    D.  W.  Gerhard,  N.  Holland 11  79 
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Feb.  2.  To  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Qreen  street,  Phila. .   .   . 

"     4.  "  St.  Stephen's  cong.,  Lancaster 

"     7.  "  E.  R.  Eschbaeh,  D.  D.,  Frederick,  Md. .  .  .  .  . 

"     7.  "  Trinity  Reformed  Choich,  Pottsville 

"     7.  "  First  Reformed  Church,  Pottsville 

"     8.  "  ReY.D.B.Schneder,  Marietta 

"     8.  "  J.  H.  Leinbach,  Kutztown 

"8.  **  S.  G.  Wagner,  Allentown 

"     9.  "  J.  A.  Reber,  Cressona 

*'    20.  "  D.  B.  Lady,  Bush  Creek  Charge *  ~* 

•*    22.  "  N.  Z.  Snyder,  8.  Bethlehem 6  65 

"    22.  "        "         «       8.  Easton 4  87 

"    26.  "  H.  M.  Kieffer.  Norristown. 

Mar.  5.  "  T.  O.  Stem,  Tr.  E.  P.  Classis,  Grace  Chapel ...     2  00 

"     6.  "        "       "         *•    Broadheadville  Charge 9  26 


"     5.      " 

"    10.      " 

M 


5.  "  Rey.  Rothtroek,  Kintner^ville,  Durham  Charge  . 

10.  "    Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Quarr3rTille  cong 

14.  '*    I.  K.  Loos,  Rittersville  cong 3  05 

14.  "  '*         "      Christ  Ref.  Church,  Bethlehem ...     8  00 


24  88 

8  48 

50  00 

15  00 

9  00 

2  60 

42  00 

36  00 

12  75 

6  00 

11  52 

9  10 

11  25 

U  00 

10  00 

11  05 
"   15.      "    T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D.  Tr.  Leb.  Classis,  St  John's, 

Reading *  10  00 

"    15.      "    T.  S.  Johnston,  D.  D..  Tr.  Lebanon  Classis,  three 

members  Yocnm's  Charge 

"    22.      "    Geo.  P.  Hartsell,  additional  from  Augusta  Charge  . 

"    24.      "    St  John's  Ref.  cong.,  Riegelsville,  Bucks  Co  .  .  . 

"   27.      "    H.  C.  Forney,  Tr.  Graee  chg.,  A.  P.  Horn,  pastor  .     6  15 

"   27.      "       "         "        Tr.  Hickory  chg.,  Newton,  N.  C. .     1  85 

Apr.  2.      "    Mahanoy  charge,  Rer.  A.  R.  Hoitenstein 

"    15.     '*    Geo.  HiU,  Tr.  £.  S.  Classis,  Mt  Zion  charge  .   .   .     7  00 
-   15.      "      "       "       "      "         "        MiUersburg 6  45 

"15.  "St  Mark's  Ch.,  Zion's  ehge.,  C  M.  Boush,  Tr. .  . 

**    16.  **    Rer.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  Ref.  Ch.,  Middletown,  Md. . 

"   16.  *<       **    Geo.  A.  Zelleis,  MinersrUle 3  26 

"    16.  "        "      "       "        "         aousers 3-85 

"    l^  M        M      «       u       u         Tremont 2  54 

9  65 

"   17.  **    C.  M.  Bower,  Tr.  Bellefonte  cong. 10  56 

"   2U  "    Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  W.  8.  Cassis 44  89 

»   2S.  "       *"     £.  A.  Gemant,   Allentown 24  51 

"   25.  '*    Shenango  charge.  Rev.  Pilgram,  Pastor 29  84 

"   26.  "    Myersdale  charge,  Rev.  Schick 3  65 

**  9L     "    Zion's  charge,  Rev.  Keener 6  00 

;*  26.     "    Pandiae  charge,  C.  U.  Heilman 12  08 

21  73 


1  50 

1  25 

10  33 

8  00 

35  00 

13  45 

20  05 

20  00 

I 
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Apr.  28.    To   Christ  Ref.  8.  S.,  Bethlehem 6  00 

"    26.      "    A  Member  of  same  cong.,  JEbev.  Loos' 3  00 

0  00 

"    28.      "    I>imcaimon,  Kev.  Lewis,  pastor 2  80 

"    28.      "    Lftndisborg  cong.,  Rev.  Spangler,  pastor 2  88 

6  «8 

May   2.      "    Bey.    A.  F.    Ziegler's    oong.,   Keller's    charge, 

Telford,  Pa. 6  10 

**      2.  "  C.M.Boiish,Tr.,perDr.J.H.Apple,Sagertownchg.  20  06 

"      8.  "  Salem  Ref.  Ch.,  Allentown,  Rey.A.  J.  Q.Babbs  .  .  10  00 

"    14.  "  A.  B.  Koplin,  Lower  Sauoon,  per  I.  G.  Gerhart .  20  00 

"    19.  *'  J.  M.  Evans.  CurllsTiUe  charge,  Pittsburg  Synod  .  13  59 

"    28.  "  W.W.  Sellers,  Tr.Zion's  Ref.  Ch.,Chambersbutg.  6  41 

"    24.  "  CW.Leran,  East-Shore, Md.,  Mission 3  50 

"    28.  "  H.  J.  Myers,  Apportionment  Gettysburg  dassis  .  .  20  00 

"    29.  "  St.  Paul's  Ref.  Ch.,  Lancaster,  Dr.  Shoemaker  .  .  13  15 

"    31.  "  Salem  charge.  Rev.  A.  A.  Black,  pastor 6  40 

*'    31.  "  Wapwallopen  charge,  Geo.  Hill,  Tr.  E.  S.  Classis  .  11  73 

June  3.  "  J.  H.Pannebeeker,Tr.  Lancaster  Classis,  Bethany*      100 

"      8.  "  "  "  Millersville   cong 18  00 

"      3.  "  "  "  2nd  Church,  Harrisburg ...     3  73 

22  73 

"     3.  "  R^T.  Sweitzer,  Reamstown  charge 7  01 

"    12.  "      "     D.  C.  Tobias 5  25 

"    17.  "  "     A.  L.  Dechant's  charge,  Pennsburg 618  00 

Aug.  28.      "      •*        "  "  "  "  23  30 

641  30 

June  19.      ''    St.  John's  Ch.,  Schuy'l  Haven,  Rev.  J.  O.  Johnson  8  00 

"    19.      "    Jerusalem  charge.  Rev.  W.  Donat 10  40 

Aug.  4.      "    Lenhartsviile  charge.  Rev.  Be^j.  Weiss 10  00 

'*    18.      **    Greenvilleand  W.  Hamburg  cong.,F.  B.  Hahn  .  .  19  00 

$1,662  11 
Oct.  1, 1884.    Transferred  to  Treasurer's  general  account. 

John  B.  Roth,  I^tat, 
(b.)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Vinton  of  the  Theol.  Seminary  f&r  the  Tear  1883-84« 

TO  THE  BEVBBEND  SYNOD  OF  THE  BEF.  CHVBCH  IN  THE  XT.  8. 

Respected  Brethren : — ^The  Board  of  Visitors  have  authorized  the  undersigned 
to  present  to  your  honorable  body  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  tlie 
Theological  Seminary  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  studento  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class  at  the  opening  of  the 
Seminary  Year,  eleven  in  number :  J.  Nevin  Bauman,  Robert  E.  Crum,  J.  Oliver 
George,  James  W.  Myer,  Gnstave  A.  Schwedes,  Addison  £.  Snyder,  David  A.. 
Souders,  John  F.  Mackley,  Maurice  W.  Mauch,  Milton  A.  Mill,  Wilson  F.  More. 

Messrs.  Crum  and  Myer  were  admitted  to  the  so-called  Partial  Course,  A.11 
the  others  are  college  graduates ;  Mr.  Mackley,  of  Pennsylvania  College,  Hr. 
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MoTe,ofLehigk  Umversitf,  and  the  rest  of  F.  and  M.  College.  The  class  has 
pomied  all  the  branches  of  study  presented  in  the  Coarse  of  Instmotion.' 

The  Middle  Class  consisted  of  the  members  of  the  Junior  Class  of  the  previous 
jresr,  wiUi  one  exception,  Carl  Bez,  who,  on  account  of  negligence  and  bad  con- 
duct, was  dismissed  from  the  Institution.  There  was  one  addition  to  Ibe  class, 
Peter  M.  Trexler,  who  graduated  from  F.  and  M.  College  in  1883.  In  view  o^  his 
previous  theological  training,  he  was  judged  to  be  qnaJified  for  admittance  into 
the  Middle  Class  without  passing  through  the  class  below. 

The  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  five  in  number,  having  completed  the  course 
in  the  Seminary  prescribed  by  the  Synod,  and  having  sustained  a  satisfactory 
eismlnation  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  received  the  usual  Testimo- 
nial, setting  forth  these  fitcts  at  the  last  anniversary  of  the  Seminary.  Their 
names  are  as  follows :  Solomon  A.  Alt,  Theodore  O.  De  Lyre,  Calvin  B.  Heller, 
£.  Bansom  Deatrick,  Philip  F.  Matzinger. 

The  examinations  of  the  students  were  partly  oral  and  partly  written.  All  the 
examination  papers  of  the  students  were  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  Board 
for  inspection.  These,  with  the  written  sermons  of  the  Senior  Class,  also  exam- 
ined by  the  Board,  were  satisfiactory.  During  the  year  twenty-four  students 
were  on  the  roll. 

In  scoordanoe  with  the  action  o£  the  Board  taken  some  years  ago,  the  Faculty 
has  been  giving  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class  permission  during  the  Summer 
TacatioQ  to  supply  vacant  missionary  fields  or  regular  pastoral  charges,  under 
the  direetloa  and  supervision  of  the  proper  authorities.  It  is  believed  that  such 
pnctieal  work  has  served  a  good  purpose  to  the  students  themselves  as  well  as  to 
vacant  congr^ations  and  destitute  missionary  fields. 

The  moral  conduct  and  Christian  life  of  the  students  have  been  g^ood.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  they  have  been  diligent  and  faithful,  and  their  proficiency  in  their 
itadies  has  proved  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty  and  the  Board.  As  a  body, 
all  of  them  at  present  give  promise  of  becoming  approved  and  efficient  workmen 
m  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Three  of  the  tre  members  of  the  Senior  Class  have  taken  charge  of  missions 
onder  the  care  of  the  Home  Board,  and  one  has  gone  into  a  regular  charge,  and 
that  in  a  destatnte  region  of  the  South.  These  facta  speak  for  themselves,  and 
giTe  emphasis  to  the  request  made  in  our  report  last  year,  that  your  Synod  should 
make  eflbrts  to  secure  a  larger  number  of  young  men  to  devote  themselves  to  the 
ministry,  so  that  the  wants  of  the  Church  may  be  more  fblly  met. 

In  reference  to  the  death  of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  referred  to  in  our 
last  annual  report,  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting  adopted  the  following  action, 
and  entered  it  on  its  minutes : 

Whebeas,  It  has  pleased  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  to  remove  by  death  our 
mneh  beloved  and  faithful  oo»laborer  in  the  work  and  service  of  the  holy  minis- 
try, and  for  a  number  of  years  an  efficient  member  of  this  Board ;  therefore, 

MaiAved,  That  we  sincerely  mourn  his  departure,  endeared  to  us  by  the  ten- 
merest  ties,  intensified  by  his  ^nly  genial  spirit  and  eminent  Christian  virtues,  by 
his  eoBsUat  and  efficient  services  in  the  work  of  the  Seminary,  and  by  his  sin- 
eett  devotion  to  all  that  pertained  to  the  cause  and  kingdom  of  Christ. 

Rtnlttd,  That  we  will  ever  cherish  his  memory  with  sincere  affection,  and 
itrire  to  enmlifte  his  noble  virtues  and  exemplary  Christian  life. 
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Rudtved,  That  we  tender  to  his  bereaved  fiunUy  oar  heart-felt  sympathy  and 

condolence,  praying  that  "  He  who  tempers  the  storm  to  the  shorn  lamb"  will 

graciously  snstidn  Ihem  in  their  great  sorrow. 

Thbodobe  Apfel,  Sec. 
Lancoiter,  Oct.  7.  1884. 

(e,)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  StcUea,  in  account 

with  Rev.  ChoM.  O.  Msher,  Treasurer. 

CB. 

By  Balance  in  Treasory,  Oct.  1,  1883 • $464  47 

By  Cash  from  Treasurer  of  Tohickon  Classis  . 140  37 

"  "  "  East  PennsylYania  Classis 310  00 

"  "  "  Bef.  Chnroh  Pub.  Board,  Interest 180  84 

"  "        Whitemarsh  Cimgr^ation 15  00 

"  "       J.  B.  Roth,  Tr.  Theol.  Seminary,  Smaltz  Fond 275  00 

"  "       J.  B.  Roth,  Tr.  Theol.  Seminary,  on  Qerhart  Legacy  ...       6  00 

"  "        Harrisburg  Bank,  Dividends '. ^     33  75 

"  "       S.  A.  Baer,  amount  refunded 100  00 

"  "       Rev.  Q.  W.  Roth,  amount  refunded  in  full .391  76 

*'  ^       TreBB.  Board  of  Miuions,  General  Synod,  and  of  Legacy 

from  Est.  Rev.  W.  F.  P.  Davis,  to  be  invested,  less 
expenses 4d3  00 

DR.  12,410  19 

To  Ctash  paid  beneficiaries  of  East  Pennsylvania  Claasis $310  OO 

"  "  Tohickon  Classis 140  37 

^  **  on  Smahz  Fund 150  OO 

"  "  on  General  Fund 425  00 

**  Rev.  T.  Appe),  D.  D.,  Secretary  of  Board,  Salary  ...     20  00 

•*  Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.D.  President  of  Board 4  65 

^  Expenses  of  Treasurer  to  Lancaster 6  55 

'*  Balance  in  Treasury 1353  62 

$2,410  19 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  report  that  we  have  examined  the  vouehen 
called  for  by  this  paper,  and  have  found  them  correct. 

Thos.  C.  Portxb, 

B.  Q.  Waonbk. 


II.  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMIKARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  the  fore- 
going documents  have  been  refeired,  submitted  their  report.  The 
report  was  taken  up  item  bj  item  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Faihen  and  Brethren  ;~Your  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  would 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  foUowing  report ; 
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The  following  doeaments  were  placed  in  oar  hands :  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  ^ntors,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Tmstees,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Eda- 
ctuon. 

1.  The  Board  of  Visitors  informs  us  of  the  internal  condition  of  the  institution. 
Amoog  other  tilings  they  state  that  "  two  of  the  five  graduates  took  charge  of 
misnons  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  and  one  has  gone  into  a  regular  charge  in 
the  destitute  region  of  the  South.  These  facts  giye  emphasis  to  the  request  made 
to  Sjnod  last  year — ^that  Synod  should  make  efforts  to  secure  a  larger  number  of 
Toong  men  to  deyote  themselyes  to  the  ministry,  that  the  wants  of  the  Church 
may  be  more  fully  met"  In  view  of  this  want  we  offer  the  following  for  adop* 
tion: 

Baolvtd,  That  the  Classes  direct  the  pastors  to  repeat  from  the  pulpit  the  di- 
Tine  call  to  the  ministry ;  that  they  urge  the  responsibility  of  the  work  upon 
yoong  men  who  are  talented  and  of  approved  piety,  and  that  they  devise  ways 
and  means  to  give  them  the  requisite  preparation. 

1  From  the  Treasurer's  Report  we  learn  that  the  Relief  Fund  received  con- 
tributions from  congr^^tions  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of  $1,662.11.  By 
fliis  assistance  the  deficit  of  last  year.  $1,349.35,  was  paid. 

He  received  from  all  sources  $6,345.90,  and  paid  out  $6,003.54.  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $342.36.  He  also  informs  us  that  notes  held  against  donors, 
amounting  to  $1,600,  have  been  declared  by  the  Board  of  "no  value."  On  the 
other  hand  we  gratefully  note  the  reception  of  a  legacy  from  the  estate  of  Chris- 
tiana Loose,  Greencastle,  Pa.,  in  the  sum  of  $475.  This  leaves  us  an  endowment 
fend  of  $68,224.76. 
We  offer  the  following  for  adoption  : 

Retolved,  That  the  Classes  be  instructed  to  encourage  their  congregations  to 
tike  a  eoUection  during  the  year  for  the  Relief  Fund. 

3.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  reports  that  he  received  $2,410.19, 
tod  paid  out  $1,056.57.    He  haa  therefore  on  hand  a  balance  ef  $1,353.62. 

We  note  in  this  report  a  commendable  fact.  A  numl>er  of  students  who  re- 
ceived &vor8  from  this  Board,  but  fisuled  to  enter  the  ministry,  refunded  in  part 
or  in  full  the  amonnt  so  received. 

4.  Tour  Committee  is  confronted  by  serious  facts.  We  are  dependent  to  a  pe- 
enliar  extent  on  the  so-called  Relief  Fund  to  carry  forward  this  important  work. 
The  Board  of  Trustees  say  "they  are  satisfied  that  a  continued  and  systematic 
c8brt  on  the  part  of  the  pastors  will  result  in  still  better  support  of  the  institu- 
ti<ai."  The  faculty  is  overworked.  One  member  serves  as  President  of  F.  and  M. 
College.  One  member,  in  the  estimation  of  your  Committee,  is  inadequately 
npported.  Our  demand  for  more  students  stands  inseparably  connected  with 
eahiged  fiKilitiea.  We  hear  of  seal  and  progress  in  this  work  in  other  portions 
of  God's  heritage.  The  general  culture  of  the  age  crowds  us.  Wemui/soondo 
^ggnmvt  work.  The  "  powers  of  the  world  to  come''  are  upon  us.  Is  not  the 
coounand  now  addressed  to  us :  "  Speak  to  the  children  of  Israel  that  they  go 
^mrard?"  In  view  of  these  and  iundred  claims,  your  Committee  would  re- 
•peetfally  aoggest  ihe propriety  of  eonndering  the  following  points : 

(L)  An  addition  to  the  Endowment  Fund  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  in 
Older  to  aeoompliah  a  two-fold  purpose :  (a)  to  have  an  annual  income  sufficient 
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to  meet  all  the  neoesflarf  expenses  of  the  institation  as  now  organized;  (b)  to 
complete  the  endowment  of  the  chair  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  Theology. 

(2.)  The  question  of  establishing  a  new  or  additional  professorship  in  the 
Theological  Seminary. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

H.  MoasBB,  Chairman. 

During  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, Synod,  on  Saturday,  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  appointed  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger  chairman  of  the 
same.  The  discussion  was  continued  during  the  morning  and  after- 
noon sessions,  after  which  the  Committee  rose,  and  uirough  its 
chairman  reported  its  action  as  follows : 

Whebeas,  The  Theological  Seminary  opened  at  Carlisle  in  the  Spring  of 
1825,  and  now  located  at  Lancaster,  is  the  mother  institution  of  all  the  schools  of 
Classical  and  Theological  learning  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States ; 
and. 

Whereas,  The  Seminary  has  been  stationary,  as  regards  the  numerical 
strength  of  the  Faculty,  for  the  last  thirty  years  or  more ;  and, 

Whebeas,  During  this  period  there  has  been  much  progress  in  the  Theologi- 
cal culture  of  the  American  churches,  and  in  the  equipment  of  our  Theological 
Seminaries  generally ;  and  in  consequence  the  demand  now  made  by  the  .Church 
on  the  Seminary  is  greater  than  when  the  Faculty  was  organised ;  and. 

Whereas,  The  membership  of  the  congregations  of  this  ^yood  haye  the  finan- 
cial ability  and,  as  is  belieyed,  the  latent  willingness  to  fUmish  the  funds  for  the 
more  adequate  endowment  of  the  institution  and  the  enlargement  of  the  Faculty ; 
therefore,  in  reliance  upon  the  support  and  benediction  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
great  Head  of  the  Church,  be  it 

Resolved f  1.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  consisting  of  one  minister  repre- 
senting this  Synod,  and  ooe  person,  either  minister  or  elder,  in  each  Classis,  to 
obtain  by  application  to  the  wealthier  members  of  the  congregations  the  sum  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  better  endowment  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

2.  That  two-fifths  of  the  amount,  or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  be  raised  for  the 
two-fold  pvLTpoae—firitf  of  securing  a  sufficient  annual  income  to  defray  the  an- 
nual regular  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  institution  as  now  organized  :  and 
second,  of  completing  the  endowment  of  the  Chair  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament 
Theology. 

8.  That  the  other  three-fifths,  or  thirty  thousand  dollars,  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pose of  founding  a  new  or  additional  Professorship. 

4.  That  the  department  of  instruction  to  be  assigned  to  the  proposed  new  chair 
be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  in  coxgunction  with  the  Faculty,  subject, 
howerer,  to  the  approval  of  this  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
adopted,  and  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  Bevs.  Dr.  E.  V. 
Gernart,  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  Dr.  8.  G.  Wagner,  and  Elders  Jacob 
Rader  and  Thomas  Btraoes,  were  appoint^l  to  nominate  a  certain 
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nnmber  of  penons  to  carry  oat  the  action  of  Synod,  as  required  in 
the  aboye  report. 

The  committee  snbeeqaently  reported  the  following  action,  which 
ms  adopted.    It  is  as  fellows : 

The  oommittet  appointed  to  nominate  penons  to  oompoee  the  committee  re- 
quired bj  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  farther  endowment  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
narjj  propoee  the  following  names : 

To  represent  the  Synod,  Rev.  Dr.  S.  Q.  Wagner ;  Classis  of  East  Penna.,  Rev. 
T.  0.  Stem ;  Claaris  of  Lebanon,  Rey.  Dr.  Jon.  E.  Heister ;  Classis  of  Philadel- 
pliia,  Rer.  Josiah  D.  Detrich ;  Classis  of  Lancaster,  Elder  Qeo.  W.  Hensel ; 
Clsiris  of  East  Sosqnehanna,  Rey.  Geo.  B.  Dechant ;  Classis  of  West  Sosque- 
banns,  Rey.  A.  C.  Whitmer ;  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen,  Rey.  L.  Kryder  Eyans ; 
Clsans  of  Tohickon,  Rey.  A.  B.  Koplin ;  aassis  of  Lehigh,  Rey.  Wm.  R.  Hof- 
ferd ;  CUssis  of  Schaylkill,  Rey.  Henry  Mosser. 

We  slao  recommend  the  following  action :  That  this  committee  be  and  hereby 

is  aothorized  and  instructed  to  fill  all  yacancies  occurring  by  death,  resignation 

or  otherwise. 

E.  Y.  Gbbhabt,  Chairman. 

XEMBKB8  CONffnrUTINO  THB  B0ABD8  OF  THB  THBOLOGICAL  SEMINABT. 

Board  of  Fintort.— Reys.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Daniel  M.  Wolf,  Chas.  F. 
HcCsnley,  D.  D.,  Joseph  H.  Apple,  D.  D.,  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  Albert  £.  Truxal, 
Theodore  Appel,  D.  D..  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D., 
W.  B.  H.  Deatrich,  D.  D.,  Thoe.  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Chas.  G.  Fisher. 

Board  of  TVuttees.— Daniel  W.  Gross,  John  B.  Roth,  George  Z.  Kunkle, 
Henry  Wirt,  Wm.  J.  Baer,  Owen  L.  Schreiber,  George  W.  Hensell,  Henry  M. 
Cocklin,  Israel  Lancks,  Edward  J.  Zahm,  Louis  Markel,  Charles  Santee,  Isaac 
H.  KieiTer,  Wm.  E.  Schmerts,  Thomas  J.  Craig,  John  Heilman,  Aaron  G.  Pen- 
Bi0g(T,  A.  R,  Scbnebly. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISBIONS. 
L   BKPOUT  or  TRX-STHODICAL  BOABD. 

7b  the  Symod  of  the  Reformed  Ckwreh  in  the  United  Statee. 

Fathers  and  Brethren : — We  transmit  to  yon  the  annual  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
rnlted  States.  These  reports  commend  (hemselyes  to  your  careful  considera- 
tion. Our  people  are  becoming  more  awakened  to  the  importance  of  this  good 
work,  and  are  all  becoming  more  liberal.  The  demands  made  upon  us  now, 
sre  greater  than  they  haye  been  at  any  preyioua  time.  Our  hope  is  that  the 
Chnrch  will  eome  up  to  the  measure  of  her  duty. 

RespectfUUy  submitted, 
V.  H.  H.  Sbtdbb,  Secretary.  J.  0.  Millib,  PreeidenL 
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n.    BEPOBT  OF  THE  BITPEKINTENBENT  OF  MI6610N8  FOB  THE 

YEAB  1883-84. 

To  the  Reverend  Synoda  of  PUUhurgn^  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  the  United  Staiee: 

Rbspected  Bbbthbbm: — ^The  Superintendent,  respectftilly  presents  to  yonr 
honorable  bodies  his  Serenth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  and  present  condi- 
tion  of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Church. 

Of  the  missions  that  hare  been  sustained  by  your  respective  Boards,  82  are  in 
Pennsylvania ;  8  in  Maryland  ;  6  in  Virginia ;  1  in  Delaware  ;  1  in  the  District 
of Ck)lumbia ;  3  in  North  Carolina ;  1  in  New  York ;  Sin  Kansas ;  I  in  Nebraska ; 
8  in  California ;  4  in  Oregon ;  1  in  Washington  Territory ;  2  in  Iowa ;  and  one 
in  Valparaiso,  Chili,  S.  A. 

PBNKSTLTANIA. 

1.  Oraee  Church,  Boston, — Under  the  Board  eight  years.  Members,  100 ;  last 
year  86.  S.  8.  scholars,  about  100.  Baptisms,  15.  Additions,  16.  Losses,  2. 
For  benevolence,  $48.  Local  objects,  about  |100.  Value  of  property,  $4,000. 
No  debt.  Attendance  on  public  worship  steadily  improving.  Sunday-school 
papers  circulated.  The  profipects  of  the  mission  gpod.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$250.    This  year,  $250.    Pastor,  D.  T.  Heisler,  D.D. 

2.  SalenCe  Church,  Cataeaugua. — ^This  mission  is  gradually  gaining  ground 
and  making  progress  towards  self-support.  During  the  past  year  it  succeeded 
IB  paying  off  all  the  indebtedness,which  was  reported  last  year  at  $1,250.  It  also 
succeeded  in  placing  a  new  organ  in  the  church  for  $800,  and  this  was  also  paid 
fbr.  Members,  150.  Sunday-school  scholars,  200.  Value  of  church  property, 
$10,000.  No  further  statistics  given.  Appropriation  last  year  $350.  This  year 
$850.    Pastor,  J.  J.  Crist 

8.  Zion^e  Reformed  Church,  Siroudehurg, — One  congregation  —  members, 
50.  No  Sunday-school  as  yet.  Baptisms,  3.  For  benevolence,  $12.  Value  of 
property,  $6,500. 

This  mission  has  made  encouraging  progress  during  the  past  year.  The  new 
church  building  is  nearly  finished  and  will  be  dedicated  in  October.  It  will 
cost  something  over  $6,000,  for  which  about  four-fifths  have  been  provided,  and 
it  is  hoped  by  the  time  the  new  building  is  dedicated  the  remaining  one-fifth 
will  also  be  secured.  A  good  spirit  pervades  the  members,  and  they  have  much 
more  oonfidonoe  in  their  present  enterpriie  than  they  had  a  year  or  two  ago. 
The  pastor  by  request  of  Classis  has  been  supplying  some  country  congregationa, 
and  thus  with  a  new  church  on  hand,  and  traveling  about  the  country  to  se- 
cure the  means  to  complete  it,  he  has  had  his  hands  full  of  work  ;  but  his  first 
year  of  missionary  work  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  He  has  received  encour- 
agement and  valuable  financial  assistance  all  along,  fVom  the  other  congrega- 
tions in  the  classis.  No  statistics  given.  Appropriation  last  year,  $275.  This 
year,  $275.    Pastor,  0.  W.  Kerthner. 
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4.  SL  ^Am'«,  i^Muft'i^.—OTganiied  Mftroh  16,  1884,  with  57  members. 
Memben  at  present  90.  8.  S.  acholars,  240.  Baptisms,  8.  Additions,  88. 
Benevolence,  ^.00.  Local  objects,  considerable.  The  mission  has  a  comfort- 
able brick  chnrch,  86  by  70  feet,  with  a  seating  capacity  for  600  persons,  that 
•osts  $3,600,  for  which  the  Reformed  churches  in  Beading  made  a  generous 
provision,  irith  the  exception  of  $400  which  as  yet  remains  unpaid.  This  with 
$3,000  debt  on  the  lot  makes  the  entire  indebtedness  $8,400.  The  new  church 
was  dedicated  on  the  80th  of  December,  1888.  A  Reformed  Church  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city  was  much  needed,  and  this  meets  a  want  that  could 
not  be  met  by  Che  other  churches  of  the  place.  The  mission  has  the  hearty 
good  will  as  well  as  the  moral,  spiritual  and  financial  support  of  all  the  Reformed 
drardies  and  pastors  of  Beading.  Appropriation  last  year,  $800.  This  year, 
$250.    Pastor,  C.  8.  Gerhard.    Commissioned,  Not.  1, 1888. 

5.  l%e  Ckurch  of  the  Strangertf  West  Philadelphia. — Owing  to  a  change  of  pas- 
ton  this  report  corers  only  seren  months  of  the  year.  Members,  50.  S.  S. 
■cholan,  64,  Two  Baptisms.  Six  additions.  For  benerolenoe,  $13.48,  and  for 
local  objects,  $750 — since  June  Ist. 

After  the  former  pastor,  Mr.  Stein,  signified  his  desire  to  withdraw  Arom  this 
miaaion,  the  services  of  the  Ber.  G.  H.  Johnston  were  secured,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  the  old  church  should  be  sold  and  a  new  one  put  up  in  a  better  location. 
This  had  become  a  necessity  for  the  success  and  growth  of  the  mission,  and  the 
Gooncil  after  giving  the  matter  a  careful  consideration  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  either  the  mission  must  be  given  up  or  be  placed  on  a  better  basis,  and 
proseeated  under  new  auspices.  (The  former  pastor  confirmed  this  judgment 
Vf  his  own  experience  and  observation.)  Accordingly  an  eligible  lot  of  ground 
VBs  secured  for  $5,500  for  this  purpose,  $1,800  of  which  has  been  paid,  and 
for  the  remainder  a  mortgage  has  been  given.  Mr.  Johnston  has  been  spending 
a  considerable  part  of  his  time  in  securing  ftinds  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
aeir  chapel  in  the  rear  of  the  lot.  It  is  to  be  moderate  in  size,  and  is  to  be  used 
hereafter  as  a  lecture  room,  and  for  the  Sunday-school  when  the  mission  is  able  to 
pal  np  a  larger  building.  Thus  foa  he  has  mot  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  suc- 
e«8i  whereTer  he  has  gone.  He  has,  howcTer,  on  hand  a  large  undertaking,and 
a  very  important  work  for  the  church.  He  ought  to  be  liberally  encouraged  by 
the  eongregadons  and  pastors,  at  a  distance  as  well  as  those  nearer  at  home. 
The  old  church  has  not  as  yet  found  a  purchaser.  After  the  mortgage  on  it  is 
pud  off,  something  will  be  left  for  the  chapel.  Owing  to  the  pastor's  frequent 
■haenccs  from  home,  the  mission  has  not  reoeired  the  pastoral  attention  which 
Its drenmetanees  required  ;  still  it  is  buoyant  with  hope,  and  anew  and  aggres- 
ave  spirit  has  been  awakened  among  them  by  this  new  departure  in  their  af- 
&in.  This  has  shovm  itself  by  the  addition  of  valuable  new  members,  which 
have  been  drawn  towards  the  enterprise,  and  a  good  spirit  in  the  congregation 
prevatis.  Appropriation,  $800.  Pastor,  G.  H.  Johnston.  Commissioned,  Jan. 
1,1884. 

6.  Second  Reformed  Churchy  Harrisburff. — One  congregation  organised  as  a 
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minioxi  in  1864.  Served  by  present  »pa8tor  eleven  years.  Members,  110.  8. 
8.  scholars,  about  200.  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  5.  Five  died.  Losses  by 
removals,  considerable.  For  benevolence,  $120.86,  including  $76  to  Home  Mis- 
sions. Mlssioiiary  society  established  in  1878,  consisting  largely  of  children, 
eontribated  $86.  Value  of  church  property,  $7,000.  No  indebtedness.  The 
mission  is  at  present  adopting  measures  to  erect  a  parsonage  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  building.  When  this  is  once  accomplished,  the  mission  will  be  nearly  or 
quite  self-supporting.  It  is  a  wise  and  judicious  movement.  It  Is  to  cost  $2,000. 
The  half  of  this  is  to  be  secured  before  the  building  is  commenced.  The  pastor 
continued  to  serve  the  Zwingli  Mission  several  months  towards  the  close  of 
previous  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $200.  Pastor,  G.  W. 
8nyder.     Commissioned,  April,  1878. 

7.  Sieelton  Ifimon. — ^This  interest  has  been  watched  over  by  the  Glassis  and 
the  Board  during  the  past  year.  It  has  been  supplied  with  preaching  every 
two  weeks  by  the  Superintendent,  who  has  been  assisted  by  students  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  and  others.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  anew  congre- 
gation was  organized  with  some  twenty  members.  The  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder,  held 
catechetical  class  from  February  to  Whitsuntide,  when  he  confirmed  a  class  of 
ten.  There  are  npw  about  40  members  on  the  roll.  An  effort  to  put  up 
a  new  church  before  winter,  has  been  started,  which  has  met  with  an  en- 
couraging degree  of  success.  The  lot  of  ground  on  which  it  is  to  be  built 
is  the  gift  of  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker  of  Harrisburgh.  The  Board  is  making 
efforts  to  secure  a  suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  this  mission  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  is  now  becoming  more  and  more  a  necessity.  The  prospects 
are  encouraging.    —  vacant. 

8.  2knngU  Mimon,  HarriMhurg. — One  congregation,  German.  Members,  61 
(communicants).  S.  8.  scholars,  26.  Baptisms  since  June  1st,  one,  and  addi- 
tions  six.  Benevolence,  $12.  Current  expenses  and  interest  on  debt  all  paid. 
Value  of  property,  $8,000.  Indebtedness  about  $1 ,200.  The  mission  was  sup- 
plied  with  preaching  every  two  weeks  by  Dr.  Knelling  of  Philadelphia,  from 
February  until  the  let  of  July,  when  he  became  the  regular  pastor.  This  mis- 
sion has  had  serious  di£Eioulties  to  encounter  in  the  past,  but  Providence  has 
watched  over  it  and  protected  it.  Its  members  have  been  fidthful,  and  they 
now  feel  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  a  pastor  among  them. .  Their  prospecta 
are  encouraging.  Appropriation  of  the  Board  $100,  assisted  by  the  Ursinas 
Union.   Pastor,  John  Knelling,  B.  B.    Conmiissioned,  July  1,  1884. 

9.  Lock  Haven — ^Two  congregations.  Members,  166.  S.  S.  Scholars,  225. 
Baptisms,  17.  Additions,  8.  For  benevolence,  $89.  For  congregational  pur^ 
poses,  $1221.  Value  of  Church  property,  $8,000.  Debt,  $800.  Liquidation 
of  Debt,  $200.  Some  improvements  were  made  about  the  property.  The 
Mission  is  doing  well  and  preparing  itself  to  become  self-supporting.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $800.  This  year,  $276.  Pastor— G.  W.  Gerhard.  Conunia- 
sioned,  August  1,  1888. 

10.  St,  John*B  Chureh,  Wiliunruport.-^ue  congregation.  Members,  79.    S.  8. 
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Scholan,  75.  Baptiflms,  9.  Additions,  9.  Loesee,  2.  For  Local  objects,  $987. 
A  IGte  Society  maintsined  with  good  results.  The  former  Pastor,  Rer.  J.  S. 
Wa^er,  who  deroted  himself  with  mach  leal  and  with  encouraging  results  to  the 
Inilding  up  of  this  misnon,  felt  compelled  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  adyice  of  his  physicians,  to  withdraw  from  the  field  in 
Fcbnury  lasL  For  seTeral  months,  as  a  consequence,  the  mission  was  without 
a  Pastor,  but  it  was  fortunate  in  securing  a  new  one  a  short  time  ago.  The  new 
Church  is  under  roof,  and  will,  it  is  supposed,  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the 
end  of  the  present  year.  Its  cost  will  be  flilly  $10,000.  There  will  be  a  con- 
nderable  debt  incurred,  it  is  feared,  but  it  is  hoped  that  with  the  blessing  of 
God  on  the  pastor  and  people  this  will  hot  be  too  heary  for  them  to  bear.  The 
tMTgy  of  this  congregation  and  of  the  pastor  heretofore  displayed,  is  a  guaran- 
tee that  they  will  be  able  to  shoulder  the  burden  they  have  assumed. 
Appiopriatioii  from  the  Board  last  year,  $160.  This  year,  $160.  Pastor,  D 
H.  Leader. 

ll-^Bangor  ifutum.^No  report  for  this  year. 

I2^£ati  End  and  WUkhulmrff, — ^Two  congregations,  Zion's  and  Trinity. 
Memben,  109.  Some  names  erased.  S.  8.  Scholars,  140.  Baptisms  since  1st 
of  Jane,  4.  Additions,  22.  For  local  objects,  $800.  Value  of  Church  pro- 
perty, $8500.  Indebtedness,  $1060;  $550  on  Zion's,  ani  $500  on  Trinity. 
Bedsction  of  indebtedness  at  Trinity,  $250.  Two  Ladies'  Aid  Societies.  A 
Ti^Drom  effort  will  be  made  during  the  coming  year  to  remore  the  debt  on  both 
cbordics.  The  attendance  on  Sabbath  serrices  encouraging.  Prayer  meetings 
are  also  well  attended.  By  the  withdrawal  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  J..  W.  Knappen- 
bcrger,  last  ftU,  the  mission  was  Tacant  until  the  present  pastor  took  charge  a 
few  months  ago.  The  indications  are  that  the  mission  will  continue  to  prosper. 
AppropriataoD,  last  year,  $450.  This  year,  $700.  Pastor— M.  F.  Frank,  com- 
aDaaioned,  June  1, 1884. 

13. — Dmteafmon. — Three  congregations.  Members,  126.  S.  S.  Scholars,  150. 
Baptisms,  9.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  5.  Benerolence,  $71.  Congregational  pur- 
poses, $960.    Value  of  property,  $6,600. 

At  Buncaanon  a  new  roof  was  put  aa  the  church,  the  walls  papered  on  the  in- 
a^e,  and  painted  on  the  outside,  the  pulpit  improyed,  and  the  fence  repaired 
aod  painted.  AC  BlarTrille,  the  church  was  painted.  A  new  board  walk  laid  in 
fro&t  of  the  church,  and  a  new  organ  secured.  The  church  at  DelTille,  which 
is  onion,  was  supplied  with  a  new  roof.  With  these  outward  indications  of 
progress,  there  was,  it  is  beliered,  a  corresponding  work  of  grace  going  for- 
ward in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  the  mission  is  doing  well.  Appropria- 
tioa,  last  year,  $175.    This  year,  $150.    Pastor— J.  R.  Lewis. 

liSulpkitr  lining  Mumon,  Bedford  Cb.— Under  the  Board  since  1876. 
Tbree  congregations.  Members,  209.  S.  S.  Scholars,  100.  Baptisms,  27. 
Additions,  22.  Losses,  9.  For  beneyolence,  $85.  For  local  oljects,  $357. 
^aloe  pf  property,  about  $8,000.  Ko  indebtedness.  Church  festirals  all 
^^^*arTed«    Church  papers  dreulated. 
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The  mission  is  a  small  one,  and  the  prospects  of  enlargement  only  tolerably 
enooaraging.  Many  of  the  young  people  moye  out  of  the  field  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  employment.  The  mission  is  not  yet  prepared  to  undertake  to  pro- 
Tide  for  itself ;  but  it  is  belioTed  that  if  the  members  more  generally  were  as 
liberal  in  the  support  of  the  pastor  as  missionary  charges  are  elsewhere,  there 
would  be  no  further  need  of  an  appropriation.  The  pastor  has  been  faithful  in 
his  endeaTors  to  awaken  among  his  people  a  more  liberal  spirit,  but  thus  far 
without  success.  iLppropriation,  last  year,  $160.  This  year,  $160.  Pastor — 
£.  H.  Bieffenbacher,  Ck>mmissioned,  April  1,  1884. 

16. — Orhuoma,  HunUngdon  Co» — ^Three  congregations.  Report  for  eight 
months.  Members,  104.  S.  S.  Scholars,  88.  Baptisms,  10.  Additions,  6. 
Loss,  1.  For  bencTolence,  $29.  Local  oldects*  %  •  Value  of  property, 
$8,600.    Debt,  $60.    A  few  subscribers  to  our  church  papers. 

The  Bey.  C.  H.  Beiter,  served  this  mission  fiuthfully  for  two  years,  and 
under  his  ministry  it  made  an  advance  in  the  erection  of  a  fine  new  church  at 
Shirley.  He  withdrew  fh>m  the  field  on  the  let  of  May,  with  the  good 
wishes  of  the  Board,  and  the  hope  that  he  will  build  up  elsewhere. 

After  Pastor  Reiter  retired,  the  mission  was  supplied  acceptably  for  three 
months,  by  J.  F.  Mackley,  M.B.,  of  the  Seminary  at  Lancaster.  This  charge  is 
adopting  measures  to  secure  a  new  pastor.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $150^ 
This  year,  $150. 

16.  Shenandoah, — One  congregation.  Members,  290.  S.  8.  Scholars,  210. 
Baptisms,  82.  Additions,  40.  Losses  by  death  20.  For  benevolence,  $18. 
For  local  objects,  $10.18.  Cost  of  church  property,  $6,000.  Recent  value, 
$6,000.  For  liquidation  of  debt,  $808.  Subscribers  to  church  papers,  10. 
There  is  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  the  congregation,  but  no  Missionary  Sodety  as 
yet.  Meetings  for  prayer  moderately  well  attended.  The  prospects  are,  that 
in  time  a  large  congregation  may  be  built  up.  The  mission  expects  to  be 
self-flupporting  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Appropriation,  last  year,  $800.  No 
appropriation.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Stibitx.    Commissioned,  Aug.  1,  1888. 

17.  Si.  JohfCti  Johnttown, — One  congregation,  110  members,  118  S.  S.  scholan^ 
22  Baptisms,  19  Additions.  For  Benevolence,  $42.18.  Locsl  objects,  $584.78. 
Value  of  property,  $3,000.  No  indebtedness.  Something  in  the  treasury  for  a 
parsonage.  Sunday  Services  and  prayer  meetings  well  attended.  Stagnation 
in  business  for  some  time  past  has  had  its  effect  on  the  mission,  causing  some 
people  to  leave  the  town  preventing  others  firom  moving  in.  A  good  spirit 
pervades  the  congregation.  As  times  improve,  and  the  mission  succeeds  in  ae- 
curing  for  itself  a  parsonage,  its  prospects  for  becoming  self-supporting  will  be 
assured.  Good  order,  peace,  harmony  prevail  among  the  members.  Pastor 
Bates  commenced  his  work  at  Johnstown  in  June  1879,  as  a  supply  without  any 
appropriation,  untU  Jan.  1881.  The  new  church  was  dedicated  in  Nov.  1880, 
and  the  congregation  organized  Jan.  28,  1881.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400. 
This  year,  $360.^Pastor,  W.  H.  Bates.— Commissioned  Jan.  1, 1881. 

18.  SL  Luk^M,  Lancaster, — Churches,  1.    Organised  Jan.  1879,  with  eigjlit 
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■emben.  Members  at  present,  87.  S.  S.  scholars,  240.  Baptisms,  28.  Ad- 
ditions, 31.  Dismissed  three,  one  to  the  ministry.  Elder  B.  F.  Bailsman.  Funerals, 
24.  Gitechetical  Instruction  during  the  whole  year  with  an  intermission  of 
Uiree  months.  Weekly  Serriees,  Including  missionary  meetings.  Contributions 
to  benerolent  objects,  $16.26.  Local  objects,  1482.20.  Cost  of  property,  ex* 
dasiYe  of  lot,  $2,800.  Present  ralue,  $8,300.  Church  publications,  808.  The 
nunion  is  at  present  negotiating  for  lot,  on  the  side  and  rear  of  the  chapel, 
Tihied  tt  $1,500,  which  can  be  secured  by  the  kindness  of  the  owner  for  $1,400. 
This  is  necessary  in  order  that  there  may  be  an  extension  of  the  Chapel  in  the 
rear,  and  that  there  may  be  room  for  a  larger  church  building  in  the  ftiture. 
To  neglect  to  do  tbis  now  would  jeopardiie  the  success  of  the  mission,  render- 
tag  it  necessary  in  a  few  years  to  find  another  location,  which  would  inrolre  no 
little  loss.  Appropriation  last  year,  $800.  This  year,  $800.— Pastor  W.  F. 
Uchliter.    Commissioned  May  80,  1880. 

19.  Overttm  MMon^  m  Bradford  and  SuUhan  Ommtiet, — ^Three  congregations, 
1$0  members,  60  S.  S.  scholars.  Baptised,  19.  Additions,  9.  Beneyolence, 
127.  Congregational  purposes,  $1,000.  Value  of  property  about  $2,000.  In* 
defacedneas  on  the  Elkland  church,  $160,  which  amount  the  East  Susquehanna 
Clsaris  loaned  to  the  congregation  for  five  years  without  interest  The  con- 
SRf^tion  at  Dushore  in  SulliTan  county  has  increased  considerably  in  numbers 
nadcr  the  present  pastorate,  with  a  catechetical  class  at  present  numbering 
oghteeo  and  the  prospect  of  an  increase.  But  it  has  not  succeeded  as  yet  in 
patting  up  a  new  church,  something  which  is  much  needed,  and  ought  to  be 
■rtended  to  without  delay.  The  permanent  success  of  the  good  work  begun  here 
requires  it.  Appropriatioii  last  year,  $160.  This  year,  $126. — ^Pastor  C.  H. 
Matadiler.    Commenced  his  labors  here  Jan.  1,  1882. 

20.  Latrobe,  Watmoreland  Co. — Congregations  two.  Members,  147.  8.  8. 
i^oiars,  80.  Baptisms,  26.  Nett  gain,  7.  For  beneyolence,  $26.  Local  ob- 
j«eti,  $1,100.  Value  of  property,  $8,000.  Indebtedness  proTided  for,  under 
tbe  board  six  years.  The  mission  is  doing  well,  and  is  gradually  surmounting 
the  difficulties  in  its  way.  Its  progress  is  slow  but  healthsome.  Appropriation 
iHt  year,  $200.    This  year,  $200.->Pastor  8.  H.  Eisenberg. 

• 

21.  Marietia.    One  congregation.    Members,  188.  8.  8.  scholars,  140.    Bap- 

tisiis,  18.  Additions,  81.  Losses,  6.  Members  of  the  Missionary  Society,  82. 
Benerolent  objects,  $18.  Local  objects,  $894.  The  mission  has  an  interest  in  a 
uuoa  efaorch,  and  has  had  the  exclusiTe  use  of  it  for  a  number  of  years  past. 
The  diiuch  festiyals  were  obserred,  also  a  Zwingli  Memorial  Serrice.  The 
Bcmbcrs  generally  are  in  limited  circumstances,  but  are  liberal  giyers.  The 
pictor  was  kindly  remembered  by  his  people  and  reoeiyed  seyeral  suitable  gifts 
during  the  year.  Six  subscribers  to  the  larger  church  papers.  Appropriation 
bat  year,  $100.  This  year,  $100.~Pa8tor  D.  B.  Schroeder.  Commisttoned 
May  1, 1883. 

22.  fiometia.    Vacant  daring  the  past  year.    No  report. 
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23.  New  OcuUe,  Members,  47.  S.  S.  Bcholars,  46.  Additions  for  the  last 
six  months,  10  and  baptisms,  6.  Value  of  property,  $4,000.  Indebtedness, 
1880,  with  interest  praotioally  paid  up  to  date.  This  mission  was  without 
a  pastor  for  about  one  year  and  as  a  consequence  suffered  somewhat  for  the 
want  of  spiritual  superrision  and  guidance.  The  members,  howerer,  hare 
rallied  around  their  new  standard  bearer,  and  show  a  disposition  to  labor  to- 
gether in  the  Oospel  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  and  for  the  canse  of 
Christ  Appropriation  last  year,  ^50.  This  year,  $400. — Pastor  D.  B. 
Lady. 

24.  Dubou,  CUarfidd  Co. — ^The  mission  consists  of  two  small  congregations. 
Members,  67.  S.  8.  scholars,  66.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  10.  No  losses. 
BencTolence,  $48.  Local  objects  $1,460;  $1,200  to  the  erection  of  the  two 
new  churches,  in  addition  to  what  was  reported  last  year.  Both  were  dedi- 
cated during  the  past  year.  Indebtedness  on  the  church  in  Dubois  $600. 
Nothing  on  the  other  church.  Present  yalue  of  church  property  is  $6,600.  The 
mission  is  a  new  one,  comparatively  speaking,  having  been  under  the  Board 
only  about  two  years  and  a  half.  The  pastor  having  received  a  call  to  the  mis- 
sion at  WilUamsport  accepted  of  it,  in  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  claasis 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Board.  Having  placed  the  interests  of  the 
mission  on  a  good  footing,  he  thought  that  he  could  witiidraw  without  ii^ury 
to  its  interest — July  1, 1884.  It  has  been  doing  well,  but  it  will  need  a  pastor 
soon.  Appropriation  last  year,  $860.  This  year  vacant. — Pastor  D.  H.  Leader. 
Commissioned  in  1882. 

26.  Boutzdale,  CUarfitld  Cb.^One  organixed  congregation,  42  members,  80 
S.  8.  scholars,  22  Baptisms,  7  Additions,  losses  6.  For  benevolence  $16.00. 
For  local  objects  $126.  Present  value  of  church  property  $1200.  Indebtedness 
$800,  with  some  accrued  interest. 

The  depression  in  business  and  the  want  of  labor  continue  in  this  section.  The 
members  of  the  mission,  consisting  largely  of  foreign  Germans,  are  few  but  in- 
dustrious. Many  of  them  suifered  from  the  fire  during  last  spring,  and  they  can 
do  but  little  for  the  church  or  the  pastor  during  the  stagnation.  The  pastor  is  also 
inadequately  supported,  yet  feels  compelled  at  times,  to  share  his  scanty  living 
with  the  suffering  poor  around  him.  It  is  a  case  in  which  relief  from  some  out- 
side source  should  be  extended  before  the  winter  sets  in.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $800.  This  year  $800.  Pastor,  C.  W.  8iegel.  Commissioned  May  1, 
1882. 

26.  iffy«r«d^.— Organised  in  1881.  No  Report.  Two  Congregations.  Mem- 
bers last  year,  840 ;  8.  8.  scholars,  160 ;  value  of  property,  $8000.  Measures  have 
been  adopted  to  build  anew  church  at  Meyersdale.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$120.    Hereafter  self  supporting.    Pastor,  J.  M.  Schick. 

27.  McKeuport,  TurtU  Qreek.—Tyro  congregations,  96  members;  8.  8.  schol- 
ars,   ;  baptisms, ;  additions,  42 ;  losses,  18 ;  value  of  property,  $4600. 

The  chapel  at  Turtie  Creek  was  dedicated  in  October  last,  and  entirely  paid  for. 
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1  Aew  oiguk  was  purchased  for  the  congregation  during  the  year,  and  the  last 
dolkr  paid  on  it  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  ground  for  the  new  churoh  at  McKeesport 
eQ8t$2215,  on  which  $785  have  been  paid.  A  portion  of  it  can  *be  sold  to  ad- 
nata^, and  in  this  way  the  debt  on  it  will  be  reduced  to  about  $800.  A  new 
drareh  is  in  process  of  erection,  81  by  49  feet,  which  is  to  cost  $1500.  A  portion 
of  this  has  been  raised  by  the  missionaty's  elTorts  in  the  Pittsburgh  synod,  and  a 
oDsll  portion  in  the  East ;  but  more  money  is  needed,  ana  his  appeals  to  our  pas- 
ton  and  congregations  are  still  urgent.  He  wishes  to  dedicate  the  new  house  of 
vonhipfree  of  debt,  as  CTcry  mission  chapel  should  be.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will 
nteiTe  more  responses  to  the  cards  which  he  has  sent  oat  for  assistance.  He  is 
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aliMBt  from  his  field  about  one-fourth  of  his  time,  and  on  this  account  the  spirit- 
oal  building  does  not  progress  as  rapidly  as  it  otherwise  would.  Appropriation  last 
jetr,  $500l  This  year,  $450.  Pastor,  H.  D.  Darbaker,  commissioned  Jan., 
1883. 

28.  WSU  Oruk, — ^This  mission  was  organised  Oct  1, 1881,  and  senred  by  S.  T. 
Wtgner  until  last  spring,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to  another  charge.  Under  his  min  - 
istry  It  made  encouraging  progrera.  Buriug  the  Summer  months  it  was  supplied 
ieeeptsbly  by  Mr.  W.  £.  Ludwig,  a  student  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  !nffin, 
Ohio.  It  consists  of  four  congregations,  with  217  members  and  125  S.  S. 
Boholan.  No  Airther  statistics  given.  Appropriation  last  year,  $115.  This  year 
Tsesnt. 

39.  Triniiy  Mijuicn,  SeoUdaU. — One  congregation.  41  members.  60  S.  S. 
sdi^dars.  Baptisms  and  additions  during  the  year  not  reported.  For  benero- 
loee,  $24.  Local  oljects,  $940.20.  Value  of  property,  $4500.  Indebtedness, 
190.    Liquidation  of  indebtedness,  $666. 

This  mission  had  no  regular  pastor  until  last  spring,  but  it  was  supplied  from 
time  to  time  with  preaching  by  the  Rer.  Lucian  Cort  of  Greensburg,  and  thus 
kept  from  being  demoralised.    It  has  taken  a  new  start  under  a  new  pastor, 
•ad  its  prospects  are  growing  more  and  more  fhyorable.     Appropriation  this- 
jfar  $200.    Pastor,  H.  S.  Gamer,  commissioned  May  1, 1884. 

30.  CXear  Ridge  Mimon,  Bedford  Cb.  -This  mission  is  a  new  charge,  which 
ncciyed  assistance  from  the  Juniata  classis  last  year,  but  was  taken  fbrmally 
uider  the  care  of  the  Board  a  few  months  ago.  It  consists  of  three  congregations 
sod  two  preaching  points.  88  members.  Three  Sunday  schools,  all  union.  Bap. 
tisBs,  8.  Additions,  12.  Losses,  2.  Benevdlenee,  $45.15.  Local  oljects,  $810. 
Tftloe  of  church  property,  including  parsonage,  $1700.  Indebtedness,  $268. 
GDileclkma  atharrest  home  festiTals,  $17,47.  This  field  is- a  difficult  one  to  cul- 
tivata.  The  people  are  scattered  about  in  the  mountains-  and  valleys.  Theyy 
kowerer,  appreciate  the  means  of  grace  and  are  thankftil  for  them.  The  pastor  is 
encouraged  and  belieres  that  in  this  field  he  has  a  woik  to  accomplish  for  Christ 
sad  his  eanse.  Appropriation,  $150  Paster^  D.  G.  Klein,  commissioned 
1884. 

31.    Mtreer  Gmrdjf  Mi$$ion. — ^The  hope  expressed  in  our  last  annual  report 
that  the  health  ofthe  pastor  of  this  nissieB,.  Rev  J.  J.  Peonypaoker^  might  be 
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8p«red  to  the  ohurcli  was  to  some  extent  realized.  Hia  streng^ih  was  gradually 
returning  to  him  for  seTeral  months,  so  that  he  began  to  discharge  some  of  his 
pastoral  duties*  and  was  looking  to  the  time  when  in  a  few  months  he  should  be 
able  again^to  preach  to  his  people.  But  in  the  month  of  February  last,  while  he 
was  performing  a  pastoral  risit,  a  second  stroke  of  paralysis  oyertook  him,  the 
effects  of  which,  although  he  partially  rallied,  he  never  recovered.  On  the  28d 
of  April  last  he  fell  gently  asleep  in  Christ,  with  a  clear  consciousness  of  his  ap 
preaching  end,  and  words  of  prayer  on  his  lips,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age.  He 
labored  not  in  Ta^^n  in  the  Lord.  Since  his  death  his  oharge  has  been  provided 
for  by  the  dassis. 

82.  Somerset, — Several  congregations  were  separated  firom  the  old  Somerset 
charge  a  few  years  ago,  and  the  portion  remaining,  consisting  of  two  congrega- 
tions, being  unable  to  support  a  pastor  was  assisted  by  the  Classis.  Recently  it 
was  placed  under  the  Board  as  a  mission.  Three  congregations.  Members,  170. 
S.  S.  scholars,  75.  A  new  congregation  at  Ursina  was  recently  organized,  con- 
sisting of  19  members.  The  charge  owns  a  parsonage  now  free  of  debt.  The 
mortgage  on  it  of  $1040  having  been  recently  paid  off.  No  further  statisUcs 
given.    Appropriation,  f  145.    -Pastor,  fi.  King,  commissioned  April  1, 1884. 

MARYLAND. 

83.  Cumberland. — One  congregation.  Members,  175.  S.  S.  scholars,  100.  Bap- 
tisms, 28.  Additions,  40.  Losses  by  death,  6.  Two  beneyolent  societies.  Contri- 
butions for  benevolence,  f  20.  For  local  objects,  |1, 800.  Value  of  property,  $6,500. 
Present  indebtedness,  $1,250.  Liquidation  during  past  year  $1,000.  The 
mission  owns  a  cemetery  from  which  it  derives  some  income.  Some  of  the  church 
papers,  German  and  English,  are  taken.  The  progress  of  the  mission  from  year 
to  year  is  slow  but  sure.  AppropriaUons  last  year,  $100.  Self-supporting. 
Commissioned,  October  1, 1884.    Pastor^  F.  R.  Schwedes. 

^4.  Woodbury  and  JSast  Baltimore, — ^The  services  of  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Deatrick 
were  secured  for  this  mission  by  a  committee  of  the  Maryland  Classis,  last 
Spring.  He  took  charge  of  it  on  the  10th  of  May  last.  He  was  subsequently 
commissioned  as  missionary  under  the  Board,  Thus  far  he  has  confined  his 
labors  to  Woodbury,  a  suburb  of  Baltimore,  where  he  has  been  preaching  regu- 
larly every  Sunday.  His  audiences  have  been  increasing  in  number.  He  hsis 
found  about  25  persons  in  the  community  who  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church  and  willing  to  support  the  new  organization.  A  Sunday  School  was 
organized  on  Whitsuntide,  which  now  numbers  over  80  scholars.  A  committea 
of  the  Maryland  Classis  appeared  on  the  ground  and  purchased  a  suitabla  lot  of 
ground  for  a  new  church,  for  $2,100,  on  the  credit  of  Classis.  The  Classis  has  also 
obligated  itself  to  pay  $1000,  as  soon  as  it  is  needed  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  churches  in  Baltimore  will  contribute  a  like 
amount,  or  more,  if  it  should  become  necessary.  The  missionary  expects  to 
start  a  Sunday  School  in  East  Baltimore  as  soon  as  the  way  is  open,  and  then  to 
commence  missionary  operations  in  that  section  of  the  city.  Appropriation,  $S00. 
Pastor,  £.  R.  Deatrick.    Commissioned,  May  1, 1884. 
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85.  Btdffdy^  CctroUtu  0>tm%.— ThrM  oongregaiions.  Members,  06.  fiandaj^ 
•ehool  seliolan,  96.  BaptiBms,  18.  Additions,  84.  BeneTolenoe,  $10.  Local 
objects,  $840.  Ymlae  of  propertj,  $2,600.  No  indebtedness.  Liquidation  of 
^ebt,  $125.  The  ladies  of  the  congregation  baTe  formed  themselTss  into  a  "La- 
£«§'  Home  Mission  Aid  Society." — ^The  mission  is  doing  well.  It  is  yearlj  in- 
ocMing  by  emigration  from  the  North,  which  is  of  such  a  character  that  the 
prospects  now  are  thai  in  the  coarse  of  time  the  churches  will  become  large  and 
prMperoos.  A  pleasant  Christmas  festiTsl  was  held,  at  which  the  pastor  was 
tiadlf  remembered.  The  pastor  has  the  satisfaction  <^  seeing  that  his  first 
year  in  the  ministry  and  in  his  present  field  hsTC  borne  good  fruits.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $800.  Psstor,  C.  W.  Leran.  Commissioned,  September, 
1883. 

TIBOINIA. 

86.  Wmtkuler, — Old  report.  Three  congregations.  Members,  112.  S.S.  scholars, 
50.  Vahie  of  ehareh  property,  $5000.  During  the  year  the  old  parsonage  was  sold 
for  $1,500,  which,  after  the  indebtedness  is  paid  off,  will  leare  nearly  or  quite 
enough  money  to  secure  another  parsonage  without  any  debt  resting  on  it  The 
new  cbapd  at  Stephenson's  Station,  five  miles  out  from  Winchester,  was  dedi- 
cated in  Jnne  last.  The  prospects  are  thai  an  interesting  congregation  may  be 
bailt  up  ai  this  point  in  the  coarse  of  time,  which  will  materially  strengthen  the 
diarge  and  asnsi  in  making  it  self-supporting.  The  pastor,  Rer.  A.  R.  Kremer, 
WM  called  to  a  field  of  useftilness  in  the  West  last  Spring,  and  since  then  the 
Misnon  has  been  racant.  To  some  extent  it  has  been  supplied  with  preaching  by 
neighboring  brethren.    Appropriation  last  year,  $250.    Vacant. 

87.  MidHArook, — Two  congregations.  Members  last  year,  88.  8.  S.  scholars, 
120.  Baptisms,  8;  additions,  8.  For  bencTolence,  $40.  Congregational 
purposes,  $600.  Value  of  property,  $4000.  Indebtedness,  $700.  Redaction, 
$100.  The  mission  has  secured  for  itself  a  new  parsonage,  which  will  soon  be 
completed.  It  has  occupied  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  pastor,  who 
kas  regarded  this  as  rital  to  the  ftiture  prosperity  and  success  of  the  mission. 
His  eflbrts  in  this  direction  hare  been  strenuous  and  are  now  being  crowned 
vith  success.  The  charge  is  prospering.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150. 
Pastor,  8.  L.  Whitmore^    Commissioned,  June  1,  1884. 

88.  MiU  Crttk. — ^No  report.  Two  congregations.  Members,  96  last  year. 
8. 8.  seholars,  100.  Value  of  property,  $4,500.  The  mission,  is  prospering, 
rroepccts  of  organising  a  new  congregation  ai  Mount  Jackson  fkTorable.  Other 
indications  fiiTorable.  The  missionary  preaches  at  fire  points  in  all.  Appropria- 
tion last  year,  $150.  Pastor,  O.  A.  Whitmore.  Commissioned,  March  15, 
1883. 

89.  l%mUr9iUi,  Bockmgham  Cb.— Two  congregations.  Members,  186.  8. 8. 
acbolsn,  80.  Baptisms,  10.  Additions,  5.  BencTolence,  $80.  Local  oljeets, 
$700.    Value  of  property,  $8,100.    Indebtedness,  $100. 

The  new  church  ai  Timberrille  was  dedicated  last  WhiUuntide.  It  .cost 
$2,000  and  la  withoot  any  debt.    Since  then,  through  the  acUnty  of  the  ladies 
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ia  the  ehuroh  and  others,  a  new  organ  was  secured  and  presented  to  the  con> 
gregation.  Other  improTements  are  in  oontemplation.  Their  Mite  Society  is  in 
good  working  order  and  is  doing  well.  This  mission  ia  the  result  of  a  division 
of  an  old  charge,  which  was  too  large  for  one  minister.  At  the  time  there  was 
some  opposition  to  the  new  arrangement  and  there  maj  be  some  want  of  seal  for 
it  still,  but  the  results  show  that  it  was  wise  and  proper.  If  all  will  unite  and 
do  their  part  it  wiU  not  be  long  before  the  charge  will  become  self-supporting.  It 
promises  well  for  the  future.  Prospects  of  enlargement.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $100.  This  year,  $100.  Pastor,  C.  W.  Summey.    Commissioned  June,  1883. 

40.  ffarrinilU  Miuion, — ^This  is  a  new  charge  formed  by  the  division  of  the 
Woodstock  charge  over  one  year  ago  and  then  placed  under  the  care  of  the 
Board.  For  the  first  year  it  was  supplied  from  time  to  time  by  its  former  pas- 
tor,  Dr.  Martin,  but  during  last  Spring  the  mission  secured  the  serrices  of  the 
present  pastor.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  as  nussionary  on  the  first  of  June 
last.  Congregations,  2.  Members,  150.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms  by 
present  pastor,  5.  Additions,  1.  No  report  of  contributions  to  benevolence  or 
local  objects.  $70  to  pastor's  salary.  Value  of  property  $2,100.  No  indebted- 
ness. One  of  the  congregations,  St.  Stephen's,  has  as  yet  no  church  building. 
Some  church  papers  circulated.  Within  this  field  there  is  missionary  ground 
that  can  be  cultivated  and  made  useful  in  strengthening  the  charge.  Prospects 
encouraging  to  the  pastor.  It  is  thought  that  the  mission  will  need  help  only 
for  one  year.  Assisted  partly  by  the  Clasais  and  partly  by  the  Board.  Appro- 
priation, $50.     Pastor,  E.  Welty,  M.D. 

41 .  St,  John^a  Mint  Spring  MtMon* — Congregations,  1 .  No  organization  effected 
at  the  Mint  Spring  Church.  Members,  127.  S.  S.  scholars,  40.  Baptisms,  10. 
Additions,  8.  Losses,  6.  For  benevolence,  ^14.67.  For  local  objects,  $295.32. 
Value  of  property,  $8,500.  Indebtedness  on  Mint  Spring  Church,  $200.  Pas- 
tor endeavored  to  increase  the  membership,  but  he  says  without  success.  Pros, 
pects  thus  far  not  encouraging.  Unreasonable  difficulties  met  him  in  his  way  at 
Mint  Spring.  Thinking  that  another  pastor,  perhaps  a  young  man,  might  suit 
the  charge  better,  he  withdrew,  and  took  charge  of  another  mission  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Classis.  Commissioned  March,  1882,  and  left  April,  1884. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $150.     Vacant. 

42.  Roanoke. — The  Rev.  C.  J.  Musser  took  charge  of  this  mission  in  February 
last*,  and  continued  to  labor  in  the  field  with  much  diligence,  having  visited 
every  family  in  the  town  to  find  out  members  of  the  Church.  He  thus  found 
thai  the  number  was  small;  his  attendance  at  divine  worship  was  also  small. 
In  the  month  of  April  it  was  ascertained  that  his  health  was  failing  him,  when 
the  Board  requested  him  to  withdraw  from  the  field  and  recuperate  his  physical 
strength.  After  his  return  home  his  physician  required  him  to  resign  his  com-- 
mission  altogether,  as  something  necessary  to  his  convalescence.  The  mission 
is  therefore  vacant,  and  it  has  been  referred  to  the  Classis  of  Virginia,  which  is 
to  look  after  it ;  and,  if  Providence  indicates  that  anything  fiirther  should  b« 
done  in  this  direction,  to  go  forward.    Appropriation  $300.    Vacant. 
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DILAWABS. 

43.  SL  JohiCt,  Wyoming ,  Kent  Co. — One  ooDgregation.  Members,  102. 
8.  S.  leholan,  80.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  9.  Losses,  6.  For  benevolence, 
|26.  For  congregational  purposes,  $12.58.  Value  of  property,  |5.000.  In- 
debtedness on  the  new  parsonage,  about  $1,800.  Services  well  attended.  A 
ladies'  Mite  Society  diffuses  a  good  spirit  over  the  congregation.  If  the  mission 
neoeeds  in  paying  off  all  indebtedness  recently  incurred,  as  it  is  trying  to  do, 
it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  in  a  condition  to  provide  for  itself  in  the  course  of 
uother  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $200.  Pastor,  S.  F. 
lanry.    Commisuoned,  Dec.  1, 1888. 

DUTBICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

44.  Grace  Churchy  WoihingUm. — One  congregation.  Members,  70.  S.  S. 
seholan,  40.  Baptisms,  17.  Additions,  17.  Benevolence,  $85.  Local  ob- 
JccU,  $212.  Talue  of  property,  $15,000.  Original  cost  about  $8,000.  Some 
isdebtednesB  remains  yet  to  be  paid,  which  was  assumed  by  the  Classis  of  Mary- 
Itad.  Some  of  the  other  Classes,  or  single  congregations,  have  not  yet  paid  their 
ibsreof  what  was  apportioned  to  them.  It  ought  to  be  done  without  further 
delay,  so  as  to  relieve  individuals  who  have  given  their  credit  for  the  money 
when  needed.  The  missionary  Society,  now  two  years  old,  has  been  active,  and 
lua  proved  a  blessing  to  the  congregation.  The  Church  services  and  the  meet- 
ings for  prayer  during  the  week  have  been  fairly  attended.  The  mission  is 
■skiag  a  gradual  progress  in  numbers,  composed  largely  of  members  of  our 
Chnreh  moving  into  the  city  from  other  places.  More  come  than  go,  thus  far. 
The  misrion  now  presents  a  modest  but  attractive  place  of  worship  for  members 
of  our  Church  visiting  the  national  capital  or  intending  to  make  it  their  Aiture 
nddenee ;  and  it  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  urge  them  to  give  it  their  gener- 
oos  oonntenaoee  and  support.  Appropriation  last  year,  $575.  This  year,  $575. 
Pwtor,  C.  F.  Sontag.    Commissioned  June,  1880. 

SOBTH  OABOUNA. 

45.  Concord. — This  mission  was  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Paul  Baringer  during 
the  past  year  until  the  month  of  July,  when  the  Board  appointed  the  present 
pastor  to  take  charge  of  it.  He  has  been  preaching  twice  every  Sunday  in  the 
ehareh  of  a  sister  denomination,  now  without  a  pastor.  A  lot  of  ground  has 
been  secured  for  a  new  church,  and  most  of  the  material  for  the  building  is  on  it 
ffr  It  the  millB  ready  to  be  utilixed.  But  fUnds  are  needed,  and  as  soon  as  the 
Potomae  Synod  and  the  Classis  advance  the  amounts  promised,  the  building 
vill  gD  np.  It  is  hoped  thai  there  will  be  no  further  delay  in  this  direction. 
There  are  about  twenty  members  in  the  congregation,  but  they  are  active  and 
eoergctie,  and  are  anxious  to  have  the  church  finished  before  winter  sets  in. 
Ko  farther  staiistics.  Appropriation  for  the  supply  last  year,  $50.  This  year, 
1200.    Pastor,  J.  W.  CeeiL    Commissioned  July  1,  1884. 

4S.    Lmcoimt4m, — ^This  mission  has  continued  to  be  served  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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Foil  in  connection  with  hia  other  duties  as  pastor  and  professor,  and  his  ser- 
rioes  haye  been  gratefdllj  appreciated  by  the  few  members  that  still  adhere  to 
the  Church.  We  understand  that  measures  ha^e  been  adopted  by  the  Classis 
by  which  it  shall  become  a  part  of  a  new  charge  that  is  to  be  formed.  In  this 
way  its  interests  will  be  better  provided  for.  Appropriation  last  year,  f50. 
Pastor,  John  A.  Foil. 

47.  Newton, — ^The  congregation  at  Newton  having  been  detached  from  the 
charge  of  which  it  was  a  part,  it  was  constituted  a  mission,  and  recently  placed 
under  the  Board.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Clapp,  formerly  pastor,  having  resigned  a  part 
of  his  duties  in  connection  with  Catawba  College,  will  take  charge  of  the  new 
mission,  and  have  time  hereafter  to  attend  to  its  interests.  Appropriation. 
$200.     Pastor,  J.  C.  Clapp.     Commissioned,  — 

NBW  YORK. 

• 

48.  German  Evangelical  8U  PauVa  Reformed  Church, — One  congregation 
Members,  about  200.  S.  S.  scholars,  200.  Baptisms,  185.  Additions,  40. 
Losses,  10.  For  benevolence,  $160.  Local  objects,  $700.  Value  of  church, 
$6,000..  No  indebtedness,  but  ground  rent  to  pay.  A  Missionary  Society. 
Papers  of  the  Church  taken,  117.  Both  languages  used  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  catechetical  class.  A  parochial  school.  Some  English  preaching  needed. 
This  mission  is  under  the  care  of  the  German  Board,  but  has  been  assisted  all 
along  by  this  Board.  It  is  growing — ^making  encouraging  progress.  Appropri- 
ation last  year,  $160.  This  year,  $160.  Pastor,  F.  Fox.  Date  of  commission, 
AprU  14,  1880. 

KAXSAS. 

49.  Emporia, — ^Two  congregations,  one  at  Emporia  and  the  other  at  Abilene. 
Members  ai  both  places,  66.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  27. 
Loss  1.  Benevolence,  $21.68.  Local  objects,  $132,60.  Value  of  property ,  $6500, 
plus  value  of  church  at  Abilene.    Indebtedness,  $100. 

Mr.  Shuey  continued  to  work  up  the  mission  at  lola  for  about  six  months  of 
the  past  year,  when  it  was  prepared  for  a  pastor,  and  the  Board  accordingly  sup- 
plied it  with  one,  in  the  month  of  May.     He  also  served  the  church  at  Abilene 
and  surrounding  points,  and  it  is  now  in  a  condition  to  become  the  centre  of  a 
newpastoralcharge,  and  should  be  supplied  with  a  nussiogary  pastor  at  once. 
He  likewise  visited  Kansas  City  from  time  to  time,  but  not  since  June  last,  and 
our  interests  there  have  to  be  neglected  for  the  present,  as  our  Missionary  Su- 
perintendent has  too  many  other  engagements  to  attend  to.    A  suitable  person 
should  be  sent  to  Kansas  City  without  delay,  or  it  may  soon  be  too  late.     On  ac- 
count of  the  pastor's  absence,  our  mission  at  Emporia  has,  no    doubt,  suffered 
for  the  want  of  more  preaching  and  pastoral  attention,  but  the  brethren  there 
should  make  up  for  what  is  lacking  in  present  circumstances  by  so  much  greater 
seal  and  activity  in  holding  up  their  cause  and  the  hands  of  their  pastor.      The 
prosperity  of  Reformed  churches  around  them  in  the  state  will  in  the  end  be 
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thdr  prosperity.     Appropriation  ladt  year,  f600.    This  year,  f600.    Pastor,  D. 
B.  Sboey,  oommiaaioned  Not.  1,  1882. 

50.  lola. — ^The  congregation  of  eleven  members  organized  at  this  place  OTer 
one  yeur  ago  was  serred  by  our  Missionary  Superintendent,  Mr.  Shuey,  until 
lie  vas  relieved  by  a  new  missionary  sent  out  in  the  spring.  Mr.  S.  A.  Alt  of  • 
the  seminary  at  Lancaster  arrived  at  Emporia  in  the  beginning  of  June,  when 
the  Classis  in  session  examined,  licenscMl  and  ordained  him  as  missionary  at 
loIa,  where,  since  that  time  he  has  been  preaching  every  Sabbath.  He  has  also 
been  preaching  regularly  at  Moran  a  town  thirteen  miles  distant,  where  he  has 
fimnd  enough  members  to  organize  a  congregation.  For  the  present  he  holds 
his  services  at  this  place  in  the  church  of  a  sister  denomination  which  the  Be- 
foraied  people  helped  to  build.  At  lola,  he  preached  in  a  public  hall  rented  for 
the  pvirpose,  but  the  members  have  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  and  are  at  present 
ad<^ting  measures  to  erect  on  it  a  new  church.  When  Mr.  Alt  took  charge  >of  this 
mianon,  he  found  16  members  of  the  church  at  lola,  and  15  at  Moran,  but  he 
reports  that  in  hia  visits  he  finds  others  who  had  not  reported  themselves.  Ap* 
propriation,  $300.    Pastor  S.  A.  Alt.  Commissioned  June  1,  1884. 

51.  WiekUa. — One  congregation,  at  Marshall,  eighteen  miles  from  Wichita,  of 
thirty  members.  The  children  attend  at  present  a  Union  Sunday-school,  but 
win  he  formed  into  a  school  of  their  own  as  soon  as  the  new  church  is  finished. 
One  baptism.  Additions,  twelve.  The  members  are  scattered  over  a  consider- 
able extent  of  territory,  and  no  prayer  meetings  or  benevolent  societies  have  as 
yet  been  organized.  Contributions  for  benevolent  objects,  $14.85.  Contribu- 
tioBs  to  "local  objects,"  pastor* s  salary,  and  so  on  have  been  applied  to  the 
erection  of  the  new  church.  In  Wichita^  containing  a  population  of  more  than 
18,000  inhabitants,  the  missionary  has  been  preaching  every  other  Sunday.  In 
this  place  there  is  plenty  of  material  to  form  a  congregation,  but  it  seems  to  be 
dificolt  to  get  it  into  organisation.  But  the  missionary  is  gaining  ground  and  is 
bopefnl  as  it  regards  the  future.  Appropriation  last  year,  $500 ;  this  year,  $450 
Pkator,  L  Q.  Brown.    Commissioned,  April,  1883. 


62.  Lmeoln, — 2  congregations,  one  at  Fairview,  in  Saunders  Co.,  23  miles  from 
Lioeoln  and  another  at  Ithaca.  86  members.  45  8.  S.  scholars.  Baptisms,  2.  Addi- 
tions, 1.  Contributed  for  benevolence,  $25.  For  congregational  purposes,  $23f « 
No  Church  property.  The  missionary  preaches  occasionally  at  Lincoln,  and 
teeks  to  keep  our  members  together  until  a  missionary  can  be  sent  to  take  charge 
of  our  interest  in  that  city ;  also  at  Ceresco,  where  the  people  are  destitute  of 
preadiing.  He  has  at  this  point  large  audiences,  and  good  prospects  of  estab- 
lishing a  congregation  before  long.  Besides  preaching  at  three  different  points 
in  Saunders  Co.,  he  has  visited  various  other  places,  wherever  he  hears  of  Be 
formed  fiunilies ;  but  often  they  are  too  few  as  yet  in  numbers  to  form  an  organ- 
iistion.  His  fi^d  is  very  large,  and  he  ought  to  have  at  least  two  colleagues 
eae  to  be  located  at  Lincolnton,  and  another  to  assist  in  visiting  different  places, 
preaching  wherever  he  goes,  and  encouraging  our  people  to  wait  until  the  way 
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18  open  f>r  them  to  be  formed  into  congregations  and  proTide  for  them  minis- 
ters.  Now  seems  to  be  the  time  for  this  kind  of  preparatory  work,  and  unless 
it  is  improTed»  we  will  continue  to  lose  good  members  of  our  Church  by  the 
scores  and  the  hundreds.  Appropriation  last  year,  f800;  this  yearj  ^76. 
Pastor,  Edmond  Erb.     Commissioned  April  1,  1881. 

ft 

CALirOKHIJi. 

o3.  Fhrtt  Rtfomud  Chureh,  San  Frandt^, — ^This  congregation  baring  been 
without  a  pastor  for  oyer  a  year  has,  in  consequence,  suffered  serere  losses.  The 
pastor  elect  found  it  necessary  to  remain  in  the  East  during  the  whole  of  last 
winter  in  order  to  secure  ftinds  for  California  missions,  and  more  particularlj 
for  the  removal  of  the  debt  on  the  Church  at  San  Francisco.  Accordingly  he 
did  not  arrive  on  the  ground  to  take  charge  of  the  cong^regation  until  the  first 
of  June  of  this  year.  Since  then  he  has  been  laboring  acceptably  and  wiUi 
some  measure  of  success  in  building  up  the  broken  down  walls.  During  the 
period  the  congregation  was  without  a  pastor.  Out  of  a  nominal  membership  on  the 
Church  books  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen,  seventy-nine  thus  far  fell  away  and 
thus  far  only  forty  have  reported  themselves.  The  Sunday-school  numbers  fortj 
scholars.  There  have  been  thus  far  two  baptisms,  but  no  additions.  $460  haye 
been  contributed  for  local  objects.  The  *<  Ladies*  Aid  Society"  has  been  re- 
vived, and  the  members  contribute  each  fifty  cents  a  month  for  congregational 
purposes.  The  original  cost  of  the  Church  property  was  $6,222.60.  Its  pres- 
ent value  is  $7,500,  and  its  present  indebtedness,  $4,685.24.  From  this  it  will 
appear  that  this  important  mission  has  been  unfortunate,  and  that  it  is  still 
encompassed  with  difficulties.  But  the  few  members  remaining  are  faithful 
and  true  to  the  Reformed  Church,  and  the  prospects  are  now  that,  if  the  con- 
gregation ia  in  the  enjoyment  of  faithful  pastoral  attention,  it  will  again  grow 
and  prosper.  The  greatest  outward  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  progress  is  its 
heavy  indebtedness.  This  the  members  are  willing  to  help  in  removing,  but  in 
order  to  remoTe  it  entirely,  they  will  need  the  assistance  of  the  Churches  in 
the  East.  It  is  a  case  in  which  help  is  needed,  and  where  it  would  be  well  be- 
stowed. In  addition  to  his  duties  as  pastor,  Mr.  Schoedler  has  also  attended  to 
his  duties  as  Superintendent  of  Missions  in  California.  He  has  visited  the  mis- 
sions at  Napa  and  Stockton  and  encouraged  them  yery  much  by  his  presence  and 
donnsel.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Board,  he  adopted  meas- 
ures to  rerive  the  Classis  of  San  Francisco.  An  annual  meeting  was  held  which 
transacted  all  its  business  harmoniously  and  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
its  members.  It  is  believed  now  that  it  will  hereafter  be  able  to  discharge  its 
functions  with  benefit  to  the  Churches.  Appropriation,  $675.  Pastor,  D.  E* 
fichoedler.    Commissioned,  March,  1884. 

64.  Stockton.-^One  congregation  at  Stockton  and  a  preaching  place  at  lire 
Oak,  near  Lodi.  Members,  70.  S.  S.  scholars,  57.  Unconfirmed  members,  95. 
Baptisms,  26.  Confirmed,  11.  Losses,  6.  Value  of  property,  $6,000.  Con- 
tVibuted  for  benevolence,  $20.  For  congregational  purposes,  $850.  The  con- 
gregation has  gained  possession  of  their  church  building,  and  has  been  using 
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it  during  the  past  yeur,  bnt  the  oppoeition,  in  Tiolation  of  all  Uw  and  juatioe, 
bave  been  suceeasful  in  holding  poeaeesion  of  the  paraonage  up  to  the  preaeni 
time.  Legal  meaanrea  h&Te  been  employed  to  ijeet  the  intrudera,  but  the  trial 
lias  been  postponed.  It  is  belleTed  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  true 
oYnera  of  the  property  will  get  poaaeaaion  of  it.  When  the  intruder  la  once 
ocaCed,  the  rent  will  go  to  the  aupport  of  the  miaaion.  The  pastor  haa  been 
bithfol  in  looking  after  all  the  intereata  of  the  miaaion,  and  notwithstanding 
the  many  difficnltiea  it  haa  had  to  encounter,  it  ia  growing  in  inward  and  out- 
laid ativngth.  The  pastor  thinks  that  now,  after  much  hard  fighiirtg  and  aelf- 
deaiai,  it  wcold  be  wise  for  him  to  withdraw  fh)m  the  field,  and  the  Board  ia 
trying  to  obtain  for  him  a  suitable  auoceaaor,  and  to  secure  for  him  another  field 
ofusefiihieaa.  Appropriation  laat  year,  fdOO.  Thia  year,  ^00.  Paator,  £. 
Be  Oeller.    Commiaaioned, 

65.  SaUm't  Church,  A2^tf. — ^The  moat  noticeable  erent  in  the  progreaa  of  thia 
Buaaion  during  the  paat  year  waa  the  remoTal  of  ita  indebtedneaa,  to  which  it 
wia  incited  by  the  gift  of  $100  collected  by  Mr.  Schoedler  in  the  East  for  Cali- 
ibniia  miaaiona.  The  aerricea  in  the  church  and  at  Sunday-school  have  been 
Rgnlariy  maintMned,  which  have  been  encouraged  by  religious  people  among 
the  Germans ;  but  many  among  them  are  still  indifiTerent  to  church  aerTices,  if 
act  at  heart  hoeiile  to  them.  On  thia  account  the  pastor  ia  inadequately  aup- 
portfd.  He  atill  holda  aerricea  at  Vallijo  once  a  month.  He  haa  baptiied  12 
diUren  and  confirmed  a  daaa  of  fiTc.  The  church  ia  worth  |8.000.  No  other 
staltstiea  giren.  Appropriation  last  year,  flOO.  Thia  year,  $125.  Paator, 
Geo.  If ae^teraheimer. 

OEIOOS. 

Dr.  Gantenbein,  misaionaiy  auperintendent  in  Oregon,  reports  that 
be  haa  given  conaiderable  attention  to  Astoria,  Oakpoint  and  Gray's  RiTer 
during  the  paat  year.  The  latter  point  ia  18  milea  distant  fVom  Astoria,  where 
be  found  18  German  fkmiliea.  He  haa  preached  for  them  twice,  for  which 
they  aeem  Tery  thankful.  For  the  small  congregation  at  Aatoria  he  haa  been 
preaching  nearly  erery  month,  and  he  now  recommends  that  Astoria,  Gray*a 
BiTcr  and  other  points  ahall  be  constituted  into  a  miaaion,  and  that  a  misaionary 
be  appmnted  to  take  charge  of  it,  who  shall  reaide  at  Aatoria,  where  there  ia 
it  preaent  a  population  of  6,000  inhabitants. 

56.  JPbrtiand. — ^The  Sunday  School  which  had  been  kept  up  for  acTcral  yeara 
paat  in  East  Portland  haa  been  auapended  for  the  preaent  for  the  want  of  proper 
cneoara^emenl.  In  its  place  a  new  School  has  been  started  in  Albina,  an- 
•ther  part  of  the  city,  in  an  engine  houae,  where  divine  aerricea  are  held  on 
tbrce  Sondaya  of  each  month.  The  Germans  are  more  numerous  in  this  part 
vf  the  dty.  The  aerTices  thus  fhr  are  moderately  encouraged.  As  asaistant  of 
Dr.  Gantenbein,  Prof.  Schiedt  preachee  fVom  time  to  time  at  Tarious  pointa  in 
Biiarion  fielda  around  Portland.  He  ia  the  principal  teacher  in  the  International 
Academy  at  Portland,  an  important  inatitution  for  our  church  and  miasionary 
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work  in]^Oregon.    ApproprUtion  last  year,  $200. — ^Pastor  B.  Schiedt.    Conx- 
miasioned^April  1,  1883. 

57.  iSatow.— Congregations  three,  Salem,Washongal,  and  Mehamah.  Members, 
60.  S.  S.  scholars,  85.  Baptisms,  15.  One  addition.  Erasures,  7.  For  con- 
gregational purposes,  $600.  Value  of  property,  $4,000.  Debt,  $750.  Last 
year's  indebtedness  was  diminished  $250  by  church  extension  fund  in  the 
East.  A  ladies*  society  meets  once  a  month,  is  doing  ^  good  work  for  the  con- 
gregation. The  pastor  has  taught  part  of  his  time  in  order  to  support  himself  and 
fiiimily.  The  prospects  of  the  congregation  are  more  encouraging  than  formerly. 
At  Salem  the  brethren  work  together  in  peace  and  harmony  with  their  pastor, 
with  a  more  hopeful  spirit  in  regard  to  the  future.  Appropriation  last  year, 
$200.    This  year  $200.->Pa8tor  J.  Muellhaupt. 

58.  West  Union,  WathingUm  Co, — ^The  pastor  of  this  charge  expresses  his 
gratitude  to  Ood,  that  he  was  permitted  to  preach  the  word  of  life  not  only  in 
his  own  field  in  Washington  Co.  but  also  in  St.  Peter's  and  St.  John's  congre- 
gations in  Clackamas  Co.,  which  were  yacant,  waiting  for  their  pastor  from 
Germany.  He  also  serTod  the  Ebenezer  congregation,  after  Pastor  Graedel 
left,  and  preached  at  Washongal  U.  T.  and  at  Oak  Point,  W.  T.  as  occasion 
required,  where  the  Lord  opened  the  hearts  of  some  to  receWe  the  Qospel. 
— ^The  parsonage,  24  by  18  feet,  with  10  acres  of  ground  connected  with  it, 
has  been  finished  at  a  cost  of  $400,  and  makes  the  missionary  and  his  fkmily 

.  a  pleasant  home,  for  which  he  feels  thankftil.  lie  is  also  thankful  for  the 
box  sent  him  by  Salem's  church  at  Harrisburgh,  which  ministered  yery  much  to 
his  own  wants  and  those  of  his  family. 

One  congregation,  Emanuel's.  Members,  30.  Last  year  27.  Baptisms  in 
all,  11.  Additions,  4.  Other  statistics  not  giyen.  The  people  as  yet  poor,  and 
do  what  they  can  to  support  the  Gospel.  The  pastor  labors  hard  and  his  sup- 
port is  meagre.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $200. — Pastor  A. 
Staurs.  * 

59.  Stafford,  Clackamaa  Co,  This  mission  was  supplied  by  Pastor  Graedel 
some  time  in  January,  when  at  the  urgent  request  of  his  brethren  in  Oregon 
he  withdrew  and  went  to  Seattle.  It  was  then  racant,  but  supplied  by  other 
pastors  until  some  time  in  the  Spring,  when  pastor  Lange  retui'ned  from  G(er- 
many  with  restored  health  and  again  took  charge  of  it.  It  consists  of  three 
congregations,  48  members.  Other  statistics  not  giTen.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $150.    This  year,  $150.— Pastor  Julius  Lange. 

WASHINGTON  TBBBITOBT. 

60.  SecUUe. — Beports  for  seven  months.  One  congregation.  Members  28.  Com- 
muned 4.  S.  S.  Scholars,  34.  Baptisms,  7.  Contributed  for  congregational  par^ 
poses,  $457.40.  Value  of  property,  $2500.  Indebtedness,  $600.  For$400of  this, 
due  for  the  lot  on  which  the  church  stands,  12  per  cent,  interest  must  be  paid. 
Beduction  of  indebtedneai,  $100,  forwarded  by  the  Board  from  the  Church  Build- 
ing Fund. 

Seattle  is  a  new  town,  and  promises  to  be  an  important  centre  in  a  compara- 
tively short  period  of  time.    But  it  is  made  up  of  all  kinds  of  people.     It  oon- 
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teioi  13  ChrifltiAA  Churofaet,  but  it  is  BelJom  that  any  of  them  are  filled.  WBen 
•0  infidel  preacher  oomes  along  he  draws  a  crowd.  Our  own  is  the  only  Qerman 
Ghiireh,  and  ita  attmdanoe  is  the  smallest,  although  the  Qerman  population  is 
eoDBderaUe.  Pastor  Ewald,  discouraged  by  failing  health,  after  fiiithfuily  strug- 
gling against  the  current  of  worldliness,  left  the  mission  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year.  Pastor  Qraedel,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  Dr.  Qantenbein,  took  charge 
of  it  on  the  1st  of  February,  and  against  wind  and  tide  has  ntaintained  his  ground. 
His  attendance  is  small,  made  up  of  a  few  females.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the 
mcmbeis  haye  as  yet  come  to  the  Lord's  Table.  Want  of  confidence  in  the  church 
is aasigncd  as  the  cause;  it  is  only  an  excuse  to  cover  up  their  shame.  But  God 
Boeifiilly  visits  these  people  from  time  to  time  with  afflictions,  and  then  they 
inquire  for  a  minister,  and  afterward  attend  church  better,  especially  the  women. 
PMor  6.  Graedel  is  cultivating  a  hard  field,  which  is  very  unpromising  at  pre- 
sent, but  it  will  bear  fruit  bye  and  bye,  and  his  faithful  work  will  not  be  in  yain 
in  the  Lord.  He  needs  the  prayers  and  sympathies  of  the  Church.  He  will  also 
Med  for  the  coming  winter  more  than  what  he  reoeires  from  the  Mission  or  the 
^oard.  He  is  a  married  man  and  his  wife  stands  by  him  brayely  in  his  work. 
Appropriation,  $900.    Pastor,  0.  Qraedel,  Commissioned  Feb.  1, 18S4. 

IOWA. 

fl.  lAaconA  Hiaion,  changed  from  Beamen. — Two  organised  congregations. 
Memben,  37.  S.  S.  Scholars,  110.  No  additions  by  baptism  or  confirmation.  Benevo- 
lenee,  |93,  or  $75  for  Home  Missions,  $10  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  $9.43  for  Or- 
phan's Home.  For  congregational  purposes,  $343.  On  an  average  each  member 
thus  contributes  nearly  $12.  Two  Missionary  Societies,  of  which  each  member 
contributes  three  cents  per  week.  80  copies  of  Scholar's  Quarterly ;  81  copies  of 
other  Sunday-school  papers  and  7  of  the  Missionary  Herald  are  taken.  Besides, 
aehorch  paper  is  taken  in  each  fkmiiy  of  the  Lisoomb  Mission.  The  attendance 
during  the  year  has  been  good  at  all  the  preaching  points.  The  Lord's  Supper 
was  administered  every  three  months  in  each  oongregation.  The  prospects  for 
the  organisation  of  a  new  congregation  are  good.  If  this  is  done  the  charge  will 
be  materially  strengthened.  Appropriation  last  year,  $290.  Pastor,  H.  Baer, 
eommianoned  Oct.  1, 1881. 

C2.  Jteatani  Valley ^  no  report. 

SOUTH  AMBRICA. 

63.  Valparaiao,  Chili. — ^When  the  Bev.  A.  Kreuter  withdrew  from  the  Mission  at 
Seattle  he  concluded  to  visit  the  Southern  America  const,  and  ascertain  whether 
there  was  afield  of  usefulness  for  him  there  among  his  Qerman  fellow-country- 
men. At  Valparaiso  he  found  a  large  Qerman  and  Swiss  population,  without 
either  church  or  evangelical  pastor.  He  concluded  to  oast  his  lot  among  them 
and  labor  for  their  spiritual  interests.  He  then  very  properly  applied  to  the 
Board,  in  whose  service  he  had  been,  to  ascertain  whether  he  could  receive  sup- 
port from  his  own  church  in  his  work.  Other  parties  in  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Valparaiso  took  him  by  the  hand  and  proposed  to  give  him  assistanoe,  if  it 
▼ere  neoeasary.  As  the  case  was  a  peculiar  one,  the  Superintendent  laid  the 
■atter  before  the  Church  in  the  Messenger  and  Missionary  Herald.  There  were 
some  immediate  responses,  and  among  the  rest  a  gift  of  $200  from  Elder  John 
Kaecht,  whieh  was  suppoaed  at  the  time  to  be  aofficient  to  support  the  missionary 
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for  one  year.  Thus  encouraged,  Brother  Kredter  commenced  his  work,  yirit- 
ing  the  people,  catechising  the  youth,  and  saoceeded  at  length  in  organising  a 
congregation  with  nineteen  members.  He  has  also  made  himself  nseiiil  by  bia 
visits  te  the  German  Hospital,  where  he  has  administered  comfort  and  consolation 
to  the  sick  and  dying. 

There  was  in  former  years  a  so-called  evangelical  congregation  that  had  a  church 
and  pastor  in  Valparaiso,  but  the  pastor  proved  himself  to  be  a  hireling,  and 
difficulties  springing  up  the  congregation  was  disbanded  and  the  church  building 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  This  has  destroyed  confidence,  and  makes  the  work 
of  Pastor  Krenter  so  much  the  more  difficult^  Many  of  the  Germans  now  stand 
aloof,  but  they  may  be  won  over  to  a  better  way  of  thinking.  He,  however  holds 
services  and  Sunday  school  every  Sunday  in  the  old  German  church,  and  Bible  und 
Gebetstunde  in  the  English  church  during  the  week.  At  first  Mr.  Kreuter  thought 
of  earning  part  of  his  support  by  teaching,  or  performing  secular  work,  but  it  19 
thought  best  that  he  should  devote  all  his  time  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and 
so  our  Presbyterian  brethren  think.  Accordingly  he  will  need  more  than  his 
present  appropriation  for  his  support,  which  we  believe  the  generous  friends  of 
missions  in  the  church  will  not  withhold.  He  has  accordingly  been  told  to  go 
forward  with  his  work,  trusting  in  the  Lord. — ^It  is  proper  here  to  add  that  the 
Rev.  Br.  Trumbull,  pastor  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church  and  other  Pro- 
testant pastora  and  missionaries  in  Chili  have  shown  Mr.  Kreuter  much  kindness 
and  by  their  encouragement  and  advice  have  been  useful  to  him  in  his  work. — 
Chili  is  a  prosDcrous  country ;  its  government  is  the  most  energetic  and  stable  of 
all  the  other  South  American  republics.  It  has  established  free  toleration,  and 
all  Christian  denominations  ei\joy  equal  protection  under  the  law.  It  will,  there- 
fore naturally  attract  colonists  from  abroad,  especially  from  Switzerland  and 
Germany.  There  are,  therefore,  wide  and  open  doors  for  the  establishment  of 
Protestant  missions  in  the  sister  republic  in  the  South,  of  which  several  denomi- 
nations in  tbe  United  States  are  taking  advantage — and  with  very  flattering  results. 
It  is  a  work  in  which  the  Refbrmed  Church,  we  hope,  may  see  its  way  clear  to 
take  some  humble  part. 

Several  more  German  missionaries  are  needed.  There  is  a  great  opening  for 
one  at  Santiago,  the  capital,  and  others  at  places  farther  south.  Appropri^on, 
$300.    Pastor  Kreuter,  commissioned  April  Ist,  1684. 

Ubsinub  UNlON.-;-From  the  Treasurer  of  the  Ursinus  Union,  Rev.  F.W.  Kremer, 
D.  D.  we  learn  that  he  has  received  $978.49  for  missions  during  the  past  year, 
which  amount  in  part  was  used  for  the  support  of  missionaries  under  the  care  of 
this  Board,  and  the  balance  was  paid  into  the  treasuries  of  other  missionary  boarda 
of  the  Church. 

SUMMARY. 

Number  of  Missions, 62 

*'          Congregations 109 

**          Missionaries, 55 

"          Members, 6,274 

Sunday-School  Scholars, .  .  .  • 4,050 

Baptisms, 605 

Additions, 565 

Amount  oolleoted  for  benevolence, $  1,130 
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Amount  eoDeeted  for  Local  objects, 21,880 

EatimstedTalae  of  property, 174,200 

IndebtodneH, 31,748 

Bedoetionofindebtednea!, 2,729 

Munoos  beeoming  lelf-sopporting S 

New  Miaions 9 

FIKAKCIAL  8TATKME2VT. 

Fnnn  the  Treasurer's  report  we  learn  that  the  income  of  the  Board  to  Septem- 
ber  10th  from  all  soarces  has  been  $19,640,  which  will  be  increased  before  his 
ivport  for  the  year  is  closed.  This  includes  what  has  been  contributed  specifically 
to  If isdons  in  Kansas,  and  California,  for  the  Washington  Mission,  and  for  the 
Chuieh  Extension  fund.  It  thus  appears  that  there  is  an  increase  in  the  contribu- 
tiooB  of  the  churches  for  the  cause  of  missions  during  the  past  year  over  those  of 
the  piceeding  year. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  will  need  $20,000  in  order  to  meet  expenses  in 
esTTying  forward  its  work,  for  which  we  recommend  that  the  respective  Synods^ 
sdopt  the  necessary  measures  to  raise  the  following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  SUtes, $11,000 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and 5,000 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 4,000 

COKCLU8ION. 

In  conclusion,  we  are  again  permitted  to  report  another  year  of  prosperity  in  the 
miasionary  work  of  the  church.  The  blessing  of  Ood  has  rested  on  our  missions 
sod  raisaionaries,  and  the  interest  of  our  pastors  and  their  people  in  this  good 
vork  hss  not  abated,  but  rather  increased  during  the  past  year.  For  this,  as  well 
ss  for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  in  other  respects,  we  are  bound  to  give  thanks 
to  Almighty  God,  to  humble  ourselves,  and  to  ask  for  His  blessing  in  the  future. 
The  Board  feels  that  whilst  the  churches  have  done  well,  they  are  capable  of 
dmng  still  better  in  the  fUture,  and  trust  that  it  may  be  still  more  liberally  sus- 
tained during  the  coming  year,  so  that  we  may  extend  our  operations,  and  supply 
a  still  larger  number  of  souls  with  the  bread  of  life.  We  ar»  arriving  at  a  pohit 
when  we  ought  to  expect  great  things  of  God,  and  seek  to  do  great  things  for  His 
eaoae.  Bespectfully  submitted, 

Thbodorb  Appbl,  9iq}erinUndmU, 
Lahcaster,  Pa.,  Sept.  9, 1884. 

in.    REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  MISSIONS, 

To  ike  Board  of  MiuUm  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  StaUi. 

Contributions  for  Home  Missions,  Church  Extension  Fund  and  Washington 
Mission  Fund,  were  made  as  follows  during  the  year,  vis : 

HOME  MUBIONS. 

Synod  of  the  United  Statee. 

of  PhiladelphU $276  6$ 

"        Tohiekon 610  20 

Goshenhoppen 916  58 

Pennsylvania. 1188  91 
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Claaftifl  of  Lebanon 1300  06 

"        Lancaster 704  76 

"        East  Sosqaehanna 653  14 

**        West  Susquehanna 760  01 

'*        Lehigh 789  11 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  SUtes 17189  40 

Synod  of  Ike  Potomac. 

Classis  of  Janiata $852  73 

'«         Carlisle 164  65 

*•        Zion 274  66 

"        Maryland 1404  95 

"        Mercersbarg 583  04 

"        Virginia  . 314  60 

"        San  Francisco 10  00 

"        North  Carolina 96  84 

"        Gettysburg 552  00 

"        Iowa 319  00 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac $4522  36 

Synod  of  PUUburg, 

Classis  of  Somerset $64  92 

"        Allegheny 5  00 

"        Westmoreland 49  38 

From  the  Treasurer  of  Synod 2742  08 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh $2861  88 

MUceUaneous  Sources, 

From  Qmber  Legacy  (interest  in  part) $60  00 

**     Locke       "       (interest) 100  66 

*'     Treasurer  of  Gen'l  Synod,  Interest  on  S.  Brinker  legacy    60  00 
<'     Synod  of  the  United  States  collection  at  Beading    ...     21  39 

*'     Synod  of  the  Potomac  collection  at  Newton 37  70 

"     Bequest  of  Aiina  and  Susan  Bixler 300  00 

'•     Ursinus  Union 50  00 

"     Nebraska,  per  Bev.  E.  Erb 13  91 

"     Kansan  Missions 23  78 

''     German  Evangelical  Beformed  St  Paul's  Churoh,  N.  Y.    17  50 

"     Several  Children  and  B.  £ 1  20 

''     Bev.X;.  H.  Beiter,  being  Amt  overpaid  him 12  50 

Bal.  in  the  Treasury  Sept.  24th,  1883 1707  87 

Total  from  these  sources $2406  51 

Total  from  all  souroes $16979  65 

DitbursemetUt, 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Treasurer  of 

Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board    .   .  .$14304  21 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Sep.  16, 1884 2675  44 

$16979  eS 
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Church  Extension  Fund. 

DR. 

To  Balance  in  the  Treasniy,  Sept.  24, 18S8, $213  59 

To  Am't  collected  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  for  Emporia,  Kans., 

Minion $2589  76 

"       received  for  aame  object  daring  the  year 68  20 

Total  reeeived  for  Emporia,  Kans.,  Mionon  .... $2657  95 

"       collected  for   Califomim  Missions,  by  Rev.  D.  £. 

fichoedler 1693  25 

"       received  per  Treasnrer  for  same  object 100  55 

Total  received  for  California  Missions 1793  80 

"       received  per  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  T  reasurer  of 

Lehigh  ClaasiB,  being  i(«  share  of  Assessment  made 

by  Synod  to  pay  the  Gelbach  Claim 65  00 

"       received  per  Chas.  Santee,  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 

Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod,  being  interest 

and  dividends  received  from  investment  of  the  "  Sarah 

Brinker  legacy  " 412  04 

"       received  from  miscellaneous  sources  for  Oregon,  Elan- 

sas,  and  other  Missions 85  79 

Total  from  all  sources $4258  17 

CR. 

By  Am't  paid  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey $2805  45 

"         "       ••    D.  E.  Schoedler 782  00 

**         '*       "    J.  Mnehlhaupt,  to  liquidate  church  debt  of 

Salem,  Oregon  Reformed  Church 250  00 

"         -       *•    G.  Oradel,  Seattle,  Washington  Territory, 

to  liquidate  church  debt 100  00 

"         **       "    A.  R.  Holzhauser,  Lyons,  Kans 10  00 

Balanee  in  the  Treasury  Sept  16, 1884 310  72 

$4258  17 

WdikingUm  Mission  Fund. 

DR. 

To  Balanee  in  Treasury  Sept.  24, 1883 $66  26 

To  Amount  received  during  year  fit>m  different  sources  .   .  .     760  98 

$827  24 

CR. 

By  Am't  paid.  One  year's  interest  to  Mrs.  Dr.  Miller $60  00 

*•         "     Note  to  Mechanics' Bank,  Harrisburg 200  10 

*"         **     on  acc'tof  Mrs.  Miller's  Note 204  86 

"         "on  acc'tof  Mrs.' Miller's  Note 336  28 

By  Balanee  in  the  Treasory,  Sept.  16, 1884 26  00 

$827  24 

Respeetftdly  submitted, 

Wh.  H.  Sbibebt,  lyfosurer. 

The  vnderrigned,  a  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  account  of  Wm.  H, 
Bdherty  TifiQwr  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Chnroh  in  the 
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United  States,  Certify  that  we  have  examined  his  account  and  find  the  same 

correct,  with  a  balance  of  Twenty-six  Hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and 

forty-foar  cents  ($2675.44)  in  the  Home  Mission  Fund,  Three  Hundred  and  ten 

dollars  and  seventy-two  cento  ($310.72)  in  the  Church  Extension  Fund;   and 

Twenty- six  dollars  ($26.(X))  in  the  Washington  Mission  Fund. 

Harrisburg,  September  16, 1884. 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdeb. 

Gbo.  Z.  Kukkel, 

OammidUee  o/Anditort, 

IV.    EEPORT  OF  BOARD  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

IN  HEOARD  TO  WASHINGTON  MISSION. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Staiei. 

Reverend  Fatheri  and  Brethren  :  At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  which  convened  at  Reading,  Pa.,  September  10  and  11, 
I  was  directed,  in  an  official  way  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  tliat  a  balanoe 
of  about  $500,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  remains  unpaid  on  the  Washing- 
ton Mission  Chapel,  D.  C.    It  is  necessary  that  this  debt  be  now  paid. 

In  1877  your  Synod  assumed  $3000.00  for  this  purpose  and  apportioned  $1000 
for  each  of  the  years  1878, 1879  and  1880,  on  your  se?eral  Classes  as  follows :  (see 
Min.  of  Synod,  p.  42). 

East  Pennsylvania  aassis  $133  00  X  3  »  399  00  .  . due  $172  68 

Lehigh  "  credit  $226  32, 

Lebanon  '*  167  00  x  3  «  501  00  paid  in  fUll. 

Lancaster  "  133  00  x  3  ^  399  00  credit  $367  66,  due     31  34 

Philadelphia  "  100  00  x  3  =•  300  00  "         65  00,  "     236  00 

Goshenhoppen  "  183  00  x  3 » 549  00  "       100  00,  "     449  00 

Tohickon  "  100  00  x  3  =  300  00  "       275  67,  "       24  33 

East  Susquehanna  *'  117  00  x  3 «» 351  00  **          8  50,  "     342  50 

West  Susquehanna  "  67  00  x  3 » 201  00  "       148  50,  '*       52  50 

$1000  00         $3000  00  due  $1307  35 

In  1878,  (see  Min.  p.  40),  you  directed  all  moneys  to  be  paid  through  Treasurer 
Wm.  H.  Seibers.  His  accounto  show  your  several  Classes  in  arrears  as  above 
stated.  The  money  was  borrowed  on  the  basis  of  what  had  been  assumed  and 
apportioned.    We  most  ndaintatn  our  integrity  and  pay  our  debto. 

Please  adopt  such  Uieasures  as  will  secure  to  our  Treasury  within  the  year,  the 
$500.00  yet  due  on  the  Washington  Chapel. 

Respectfully  Youn, 

£.  R.  ESCHBACH. 

By  direction  of  Board  of  Home  Miaidona. 
Frederick,  Md.,  Oct.  4th,  1884. 

V.    REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  as  follows : 
The  documents  placed  in  your  Committee's  hands  are: 

1.  A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Board,  transmitting  the  reporto  of  the 
other  officers. 

2.  The  printed  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions. 
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1  The  Seventh  Anntial  Beport  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  indnding  m 
report  on  the  Washington  Chapel  Fund,  and  also  of  the  Church  Extension  Fond. 

4.  A  letter  from  Ber.  £.  B.  Eschbach,  accompanied  with  the  actton  of  the  Board 
in  rdation  to  the  Washington  Chapel  Fnnd. 

5.  A  letter  from  Ber.  J.  W.  Lore,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  in  relation  to  the  disoontinuanoe  of  the  Tri-Synodio  Board  of  Miasions. 

6.  A  printed  Copy  of  the  Tri-annaal  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Commiasionen  for 

FoTMgn  Missions. 

1.  Some  Misnant. 

From  the  Beport  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Tri-Synodical  Board,  in  which 
he  presents  a  detailed  account  of  the  various  Missions  under  its  care,  your  Com- 
mittee learn  that  the  Board  has  now  in  charge  62  Missions,  six  more  than  were 
reported  last  year;  that  two  have  become  self-supporting,  and  that  on  the  whole 
oar  Hisuons  are  in  prosperous  condition,  and  are  advancing  towards  that  point 
in  their  history  where  they  will  not  only  be  able  to  sustain  themselves,  but  also 
to  increase  their  help  in  carrying  the  Gospel  to  others. 

The  health  of  our  Missionaries  and  their  families  has  been  good,  and  their 
labors  liave  been  owned  and  blessed  by  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  whilst  the 
Board  has  been  enabled  to  provide  them  an  average  support. 

From  the  Treasurer's  report  your  Committee  learn  that  he  has  received  during 
the  past  year  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  $7189.40 ;  being  $83.16  less 
than  was  received  from  this  source  the  previous  year ;  firom  the  Potomac  Synod 
$4522.36,  being  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  $513.68 ;  and  from  the  Pitts- 
baxgh  Synod  $2861.38 ;  showing  a  decrease  of  $728.67 ;  and  from  Miscellaneous 
Sonrces  $2406.51,  an  increase  of  $213.01.  This  reveals  the  fact  that  whilst  the 
eoBtiibations  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  and  the  income  from  Miscellaneous  Sources 
fiv  the  eause  of  Home  Missions  have  been  encouragingly  increased,  those  of  the 
Sjnod  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  have  decreased,  and  that 
there  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Board,  during  the  past  year  $84.66  less 
than  the  previous  year.  This  is  certainly  not  as  it  should  be,  and  these  facts 
■honld  prompt  us  by  the  grace  of  God  to  redouble  our  diligence  in  this  important 
wo^ 

The  Treasurer  also  reports  that  there  was  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Pitts- 
borgfa  S3mod  and  of  the  Board,  during  the  year,  the  sum  of  $14,304.21,  leaving  a 
balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $2675.44. 

There  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund,  during  the 
psit  year,  $4044.58.  This,  together  with  $213J>9,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  aggregate  $4258.17.  Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  out 
t3H7A5;  leaving  a  balance  of  $310.72  in  the  Treasury. 

From  the  same  Beport  ii  appears  that  there  was  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Wash- 
ington Chapel  Fnnd,  at  the  begining  of  the  y^ar,  $66,26 ;  and  that  there  was  paid 
daring  the  year,  $760.98,  in  all  amounting  to  $827.24 ;  and  thai  there  was  paid 
oat  $801.24,  leaving  a  balance  of  $26.00  in  the  Treasury. 

From  an  action  of  the  Board  it  appears  that,  of  the  $3000.00  apportioned  to  this 
Synod  on  the  Washington  Minion  Chapel,  only  $1692.65  have  been  paid,  leaving 
t  balance  due  from  this  Synod  $1307.35.  There  is  still  a  debt  of  $500.00  resting 
ca  (be  CfaapeL  The  Board  justly  asks  that  this  Synod  take  such  action  as  will 
neoze  this  amount  to  the  Treasury  during  the  present  year. 
4 
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On  this  subject  your  Committee  would  recommend  the  following : 

Retolvtdy  That  Ihe  delinquent  ClAaaes  be  instrncted  to  make  speedy  payment  of 
their  indebtedness  to  this  object. 

From  the  Treasurer's  Beport  it  appears  that  the  income  of  the  Board  during  the 
year  just  closed,  from  all  sources  amounts  to  $19,640.00;  showing  an  increase  in 
the  Contributions  of  the  Churches  for  the  Cause  of  Missions  during  the  past  year, 
over  those  of  prerious  years. 

The  Board  reports  that  $20,000  will  be  needed  to  carry  forward  its  work  during 
the  coming  year,  and  names  $11,000  as  the  proper  portion  for  this  Synod  and  asks 
that  the  necessary  measures  be  taken  to  raise  Uiis  sum. 

Your  Committee  recommends  that  this  Synod  assumes  $11,000  for  Home  Mis- 
sions  fur  the  coming  year,  and  that  this  sum,  together  with  the  $1000  appropri- 
ated to  the  First  Beformed  Church  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  be  apportioned  among 
the  seTcral  Classes  as  follows : 

East  Pennsylvania $1445  49 

Philadelphia •   • 710  00 

Lebanon.  • 3063  90 

Lancaster 817  52 

East  Susquehanna 1625  90 

West  Susquehanna 832  17 

Goshenhoppen 1291  30 

Tohickon 1296  77 

Lehigh 1910  65 

On  the  request  of  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis  your  Committee  recommend 
that  the  said  Classis  be  credited  on  their  Mission  apportionment  for  whatever  sum 
not  exceeding  $400  they  appropriate  to  mission  work  within  their  own  bounds, 
provided  they  report  the  same  to  Board  of  Missions  and  receive  proper  credit  from 
that  Body. 

The  Pittsburgh  Synod  in  its  overture  to  this  Synod  expresses  the  opinion  that, 
at  the  end  of  this  synodical  year,  the  present  arrangement  of  conducting  missions 
should  be  discontinued,  and  the  Home  Missionary  operations  should  be  carriect 
on  under  the  Oeneral  Synod's  Board. 

Your  Conunittee  is  of  the  opinion,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  Tri-synodic  Board 
at  this  time  would  be  premature,  and  that  the  present  arrangement  ought  to  be 
continued  until  the  General  Synod's  Board  will  have  its  Executive  Council  and 
its  Superintendent  of  Missions.    W^  therefore,  offer  the  following  for  adoption  : 

Mesolved :  That  this  Synod  cannot  concur  with  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  on  this 
subject; 

Reiolved :  That  the  present  arrangement  ought  to  be  continued  until  the  way- 
is  open  to  reach  a  higher  unification  in  the  missionary  operation  of  the  wholQ 
Church. 

In  relation  to  the  appointment  of  an  immigrant  Missionary  for  the  Harbor  or 
New  York  City  we  recommend  the  following  for  adoption : 

Resolved :  That  this  Synod  has  learned  with  joy,  that  the  General  Synod  iui^ 
directed  its  Board  of  Home  Missions  to  appoint  an  immigrant  missionary  for  IHe 
Harbor  of  New  York  City,  and  that  tiiis  good  cause  is  hereby  heartily  coxix^ 
mended  to  the  confidence  and  support  of  our  people. 
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Tour  Committee  hare  takeD  notice  of  the  duties  laid  upon  them  by  thia 
8]fiiod'8  set  of  the  "unification  of  its  missionary  operations/'  and  will  provide  for 
the  meeting  of  a  Synodic  Convention  of  Missions  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Whilst  in  the  judgment  of  your  Committee  there  is  yet  much  room  for  improve- 
DKot  m  our  mission  work,  yet,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  past  year's  work  may  be 
regaided  ai  encouraging.  Ab,  however,  the  field  before  us  is  ever  widening,  and 
new  doors  are  constantly  opening  for  us  to  enter,  we  cannot  but  feel  the  great 
iwoesrity  to  bestir  ourselves  and  our  people  to  increased  efforts  to  extend  the  work 
of  missions  untill  our  beloved  Zion  shall  have  carried  the  gospel,  not  only  to 
erery  portion  of  our  own  land,  but  also  to  all  the  people  of  the  earth.  \ 

Your  Committee  respectfully  recommend  the  following  for  adoption : 

Raolzed :  That  we  return  devout  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
for  the  prosperity  which  has  attended  the  work  of  missions  among  us  during  the 
]isst  year,  under  His  guidance  and  blessing. 

Reaohed:  That  the  various  Classes  under  the  jurrisdiction  of  this  Synod,  be 
sod  hereby  are  urged  to  make  increased  efforts  to  cultivate  a  missionary  spirit  in 
all  their  congregations  and  members ;  and  that  they  are  earnestly  requested  to 
Beet  their  apportionment  for  the  coming  year  at  as  early  a  day  as  poesible. 

2.  Foreign  MiMtont, 

The  only  document  which  came  into  the  hands  of  your  Committee  under  this 
bead  vss  the  Triennial  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
MisrioDs. 

It  affords  your  Committee  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  self- 
deoisU  and  labors  of  our  foreign  missionaries  have  been  greatly  owned  and 
blesMd  by  the  Head  of  the  Church  during  the  past  year ;  and  that  ^ere  comfs  to 
u  a  loud  call  for  more  laborers  in  the  foreign  field.  May  God  in  His  goodness 
punt  oat  to  the  Church  those  whom  He  has  chosen  for  this  work. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  following  for  adoption ; 

RtaUved:  That  thia  Synod  enjoin  upon  all  the  Classes,  Consbtories  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church,  to  remember  the  Cause  of  Foreign  Missions  in  their  prayera 
1^  offerings,  and  that  an  earnest  effort  be  made  throughout  this  Synod  during 
the  present  year  greatly  to  increase  our  contributions  for  this  purpose. 

JELespectfuIly  submitted, 

A.  B.  KOPLIK,  CKairmaiu 

Ber.  D.  E.  Schoedler,  Missionary  to  California,  reported  the 
eondition  of  oar  church  in  that  state.  He  returned  to  attend  Synod 
^  the  express  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  the 
First  Reformed  Church  in  San  Francisco. 

It  was  resolved  that  this  Synod  raise  $1000  for  this  purpose,  and 
that  the  amount  be  apportioned  among  the  different  Classes.  This 
tmooDt  b  included  in  the  assessment  made  for  the  cause  of  missions. 
It  was  further  resolved  that  the  Board  of  Missions  be  authorized  to 
borrow  $1000  for  California  Missions,  and  that  this  amount  be  re- 
tamed  by  Synod  from  its  apportionment 

A  spe^al  service  was  held  on  Friday  Evening  in  the  interest  of 
Home  Missions,  and  one  in  behalf  of  Foreign  Missions  on  Sunday 
Erening.    At  both  of  these  services  there  was  a  large  attendance. 
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ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Annnal  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also  the  Re- 
port of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  convened  at  Potts. 

town,  October  8, 1884. 

^a<Aer«and^retArm;— Your  Board  of  Trustees  beg  leave  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  Board  is  composed  of  the  following  members : 

Rev.  C.  S.  Qerhard,  whose  term  expires  January  1, 1885. 
Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,    "  "  "         1, 1886. 

Elder  Jno.  F.  Orth,  "  "  «         1,1887. 

Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Heister,    "  «  ••        1, 1888. 

Elder  John  MeUy,  "  "  «         1.1889. 

As  Rev.  C.  S.  Gerharcl's  term  expires  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1885,  we  propose 
in  obedience  to  requirement  of  the  Charter,  the  names  of  Rev.  George  W.  Snyder 
and  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz  aa  suitable  candidates  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Obth,  PreMenL 

JOHK  Meily,  Treasurer,  in  Account  with  the  Syytod  of  the  H^ormed  Church  in 

the  United  Statee. 

CONTIKQENT  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
1884.  DR. 

Jan.      1.    To  Cash  J.  J.  Kissley,  late  Treasurer $96  13 

Mar.   24.       "        from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq., 

Treasurer ^i.  ..•••..  .       50  00 

Apr.    22.        "         from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treasurer 26  15 

June   12.       "         from  Lebanon  Cla8sis,per  Rev.  T.  S.  John8ton,D.  D., 

Treasurer 100  00 

Aug.   28.       "         from  Lehigh  Classis,  per  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassbutger, 

Treasurer 28  00 

Sept.     4.       "        from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  per  Rev.  T.   O. 

Stem,  Treasurer,  1882 60  00 

Arrears  prior  to  1882 120  00 

*'      13.       "        from  Lancaster  Classis,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 

Treasurer,  1884 14  00 

"      16.       "        from    Goshenhoppen    Classis,  per    D.  B.  Mauger, 

Treasurer,  1883 20  00 

"      18.       "        from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Rev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treasurer 14  00 
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Sept.  24.  To  Cash  from  Philadelphia  ClasBU,  per  H.  C.  HooTer,  Esq., 

Treasurer,   1884 12  00 

Oet     1.       "        from  Tohickon  Clanig,  per  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Esq., 

Treas.,  1883  and  1884 20  00 

^550  28 
Oet  6,  1884.    To  balance  in  hand $20  78 

1883.  CR. 

Not.     4.    By  Cash  paid  Bey.  E.  Y.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Chairman  Com. 

Drafting  New  Constitution,  Trav.  Expenses  .   .     $28  00 

1884. 

Jan.     1.       "         to  Rer.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.  D.,  Chairman  of  Com. 

Unification  Minutes,  Expenses 12  40 

"         to  John  J.  Nisslej,  expenses  as  Treasurer  pro  tem. 

of  five  years.    .     . 13  90 

"         to  J.  F.  Orth,  TraTelling  Expenses  .  .   « 7  05 

"         to  Bey.  J.  £.  Heister,  D.  D.,  Travelling  Expanses  .  95 
April     2.       "         to  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  salary  as  Stated  Clerk  and 

Translating  Minutes,  etc.,  etc 115  40 

May    19.       "         to  Trustees,  Travelling  Expenses 6  80 

Jane    18.       *'         to  Reformed  Church  Publication  Board,  on  account 

for  printing  Minutes  of  Synod,  etc 80  00 

Sept    12.       "         to  Same  on  Account  of  Same 200  00 

"      24.       *'         to  Same,  on  Account 65  00 

Oct      6.       "         Balance  on  hand 20  78 

$550  28 
BDfKiNO  wxmny  account. 

1884.  DB. 

Jan.    1.    To  Cash  from  John  J.  Nissley,  late  Treasurer $  78  25 

Ap&  16.         "         from  East  Susquehiuna  Classis,  per  Geo.  Hill,  Esq., 

Treasurer 100  00 

"22.        **         from  West  Susquehanna  Claa^is,  per  Bev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treasurer 90  07 

Jsoel2.         '*         from  Lebanon  Classis,  per  Bev.  T.  S.  Johnston,  D.D., 

Treasurer 31  00 

Sept  4.         "         from  Bev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treasurer  East  Pennsylvania 

CUssis,  1882 100  00 

Arrears  prior  to  1882 170  00 

**   18.         "        from  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per  Bev.  W.  A. 

Haas,  Treasurer 16  30 

1884.  CB.  $585  68 

/nael8.    By  Cash  paid  Bev.  Chas.   G.  Fisher,  Treasurer  Beformed 

Publication  Board,  balance  due  Estate  of  N. 
Fisher 250  00 

Od.   6.    By  Balance  in  Hand 335  68 

$585  68 
Oct  6, 1884.    To  Balance  in  Hand $335  68 
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BBMINABY  AKD  OBBHABT  FUND. 

1884.  DR.       . 

Feb.  12.  To  Cash  fh>m  laaao  Manna,  six  mos.  int.,  pari  Kieffer  legacy  .  $125  00 
Mar.  7.  "  from  Leonard  Kottntz,one  year's  int.  part  Kieffer  Leg.  225  00 
Mar.  7.         "         fh>m  int.  six  mos.,  Gerhart  Legacy.  $300  Harrisburg 

City  Sixes 9  00 

Apr.   8.        "         from    Albert  Hoemer,   Principal   Mortgage   Cook 

Legacy   1200  00 

One  year's  int.  on  same 72  00 

July  26.         "         from  Gerhart  Legacy,  six  mos.  int  on  $300  Harris- 

btug  City  Sixes 900 

Aug.  25.  **  from  Isaac  Munna,  six  mos.  int.  part  Kieffer  Legacy  125  00 
Oct.    1.         "         from  Leonard  Mounts,  six   mos.  int.,  part  Kieffer 

Legacy 112  50 

1884.  CR.  $1,877  50 

May  16.    By  Cash  to  J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary.  Lane, 

Pa.,  sixmos,  int.,  part  Kieffer  Legacy 125-00 

"         to  same,  twelve  mos.  int.,  part  Kieffer  Legacy  .   .  .  225  00 

"         to  same,  twelve  mos.  int.  Cook  Legacy 72  00 

Aug.  20.        '*         to  R.  F.Kelker,Trea8.  Foreign  Missions,  twelve  mos. 

$100  Qerhart  Legacy 6  00 

"         to  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home  Missions,  twelve  mos. 

int.  $100,  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

*<         to  Rev.   C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.  Board  of  Education, 

twelve  mos.  int.  $100,  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

Oct.     6.       "         to  John  B.  Roth,  Treas.,  six  mos.  int.,  part  Kieffer 

Legacy 125  00 

"         to  same,  six  mos.  int.  part  Kieffer  Legacy 112  50 

"         balance  inhand 1.200  00 

$1,877  60 
Oct.  6,  1884;    To  balance  in  hand  (Cook  Legacy) ....  $1,200  00 

OELBACH  CLAIM. 
1884. 

Oct.    1.    To  Cash  from  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Esq.,  Treas.  Tohickon  Classis, 

Assessment  Gelbaoh  Claim $35  00 

"        from  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Pennsylvania 

ClasBiB,  Assessment  Gelbach  Claim 50  00 

$85  00 
Oct.  6,  1884.    To  amount  in  hand $85  00 

All  of  which  is  respectfhlly  submitted. 

LOfaium,  Oeiober6f  1884.  John  Mbilt,  Treas, 

Marriihurg,  Oct.  6,  1884. 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  the  accounts  of 

Elder  John  Meily,  Treasurer  of  Synod,  hereby  certify  that  we  find  the  same  to 

be  correct. 

J.  E.  HEI8TBB,         f 

RUD.  F.  Kelkeb,  1  ^""»^*««- 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report.     It 
waa  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Yoar  Committee  on  Finance  respectfall^  Bubmit  the  following  report : 

Three  items  haye  been  referred  to  ns,  yiz : 

L   The  Treararer'a  Report 

IL   The  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  General  Synod. 
UL   The  accoant  of  the  arrearages  on  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds. 

lit  We  find  the  Treasurer's  Bei>ort  correct  as  certified  by  the  auditors  of  the 
Trustees  of  Synod. 
Sod.  The  contingent  Expenses  of  Qeneral  Synod  are  as  follows : 

a.  Contingent  Purposes $820  00 

b.  Arrearages  on  Gelbach  Claim *  *    ..   243  49 

e.  Interest  on  Gelbach  Claim 146  09 

d.  Harbor  Missions S20  00 

We  apportion  the  amount  for  Contingent  Purposes  aa  follows : 

Esst  Pennsylvania  Classis $100  00 

Lebanon  "  180  00 

PhUadelphU  "  60  00 

Lancaster  **                    50  00 

East  Susquehanna  "  100  00 

West  Susquehanna      "  60  00 

Gosheifiioppeu  "  80  00 

Tohickon 60  00 

Lehigh  "  110  00 

$820  00 
on  Gelbach  Claim  and  interest  on  same : 

East  PennsylTania  Claasis $80  00 

Philadelphia               *'       96  00 

Qoshenhoppen             "       11  20 

Esst  Susquehanna       "       128  00 

West  Susquehanna      "      18  38 

$333  68 
HARBOB  MISSIONS. 

East  Pennaylrania  Classis $100  00 

Lebanon  "  180  00 

Philadelphia  "  60  00 

Lancaster  '<  50  00 

East  Susquehanna  "  100  00 

West  Susquehanna  "  60  00 

Goshenhoppen  "  80  00 

Tohickon  "  80  00 

Lehigh  ^  HO  00 

$820  00 
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ApporiioDmeDti  for  ContiiigeBt  Fand  for  the  use  of  thia  Synod : 

East  Pemuylyaoia  Classis $32  00 

Lebanon  "       64  00 

Philadelphia  "      24  00 

Lancanter  "       26  00 

East  Snsqnehanna  "       32  00 

West  Susquehanna  "       26  00 

Qoshenhoppen  "       32  00 

Tohickon  '*       32  00 

Lehigh  "       40  00 

$308  00 
The  following  daasea  are  in  arrears  on  Contingent  and  Sinking  Funds. 

OONTINOICIIT  FUND. 

Lebanon  Classis,  18S1  .  .  .  '. $  52  00 

"  "        1882 130  00 

$182  00 

West  Snsquenanna  Classis,  1882 22  00 

East  Susquehanna  Classis,  1882 20  00 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  1881 $39  00 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  1882 60  00 

89  00 

SINKING  FUND.  $313  00 

Lehtanon  aassis,  1881 $108  00 

Lefaianon  Classis,  1882 240  00 

$348  00 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  1881 $72  25 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  1882 100  00    172  25 

$520  25 

For  the  year  now  ended  all  the  Classes  have  paid  their  Contingent  apportion- 
ments in  full. 

We  learn  from  the  Treasurer's  Report  a  balance  in  hand  on  Contingent  Fund 
of  $20.78.  This  small  balance,  in  comparison  with  the  large  balance  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  called  for  an  increase  on  the  apportionments  of  that  year.  In  the 
Sinking  Fund  Account  there  is  a  balance  of  $335.68  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

BespeotfuUy  submitted, 

J.  H.  Paknsbbckkb,  Chairman. 

Bevfi.  J.  H.  Pannebecker  and  A.  R.  Bartholomew  were  ap* 
pointed  to  take  a  collection  of  twenty-five  cents  from  each  member 
of  Synod  and  visiting  brethren  for  t£e  benefit  of  the  sexton  and  de* 
fraying  necessary  contingent  expenses.  The  committee  sabse- 
qaently  reported  that  twenty  dollars  were  collected  for  this  purpose 
and  paid  into  the  hands  of  Uie  pastor  of  this  church. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring 
in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  BEFERENCES. 
THB  ORGANIZATION  OF  A  NBW  CLASSIS. 

In  the  consideratioii  of  the  10th  item  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Minotes  of  Classes,  the  subject  was  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  if.  8.  Strassburger,  O.  H. 
Stranck  and  Elder  Thos.  Strauss,  who  subseqently  reported  the  fol- 
lowing action,  which  was  adopted. 

Toot  committee  to  whom  the  matter  touching  the  organization  of  a  new  Classis 
oot  of  a  part  of  the  Classis  of  Lebanon  was  referred,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing action,  viz : 

BeKdvedy  That  the  Blae  Ridge  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  Classis  of 
Lebanon  to  the  Schuylkill  River,  and  thence  the  Schuylkill  River  to  the  south- 
ern boondary  of  said  Claasis,  be  the  line  between  the  Classis  of  Lebanon  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  contemplated  new  Classis  on  the  other. 

Raoivtd,  That  the  territory  of  the  Classis  of  Lebanon  lying  north  and  east  of 
nid  line,  shall  be  the  territory  of  the  contemplated  new  Classis. 

Baoived,  That  the  Classis  of  Lebanon  is  instructed  to  meet  in  special  session  at 
ui  early  day,  and  dismiss  those  ministers  whose  congregations  and  charges  are 
loetted  in  the  territory  of  the  contemplated  new  Classis,  for  the  purpose  of  or- 
ganizing another  Classis. 

Sendtedf  That  the  ministers  thus  dismissed  are  instructed  to  meet  in  special 
«»on  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Pottsville.  Schuvlkill  Co.,  Pa.,  within  two 
months  after  dismission,  at  the  call  of  Rev.  Jacob  Kline,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing SD  organization,  and  that  Rev.  Jacob  Kline  shall  preside  at  said  meeting. 

Haolved,  That  the  new  Classis  shall  bear  the  following  title—"  The  ClauU  of 
SckuyltUl," 

Retolted,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  transmit  this  action 
to  the  President  of  the  Classis  of  Lebanon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  S.  Stbassbubgeb.  Chainnan, 

The  12th  and  13th  items  under  the  subject  of  appeals  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classis  was  referred  to  a 
special  committee  consisting  of  Beys.  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  Wm.  P. 
Lichliter  and  Elder  P.  S.  Greenawalt,  who  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  appeal  cases  from  the  Tohickon  and 
Goshenhoppen  Classes  respectfully  report : 

1.  In  the  case  of  the  appeal  and  complaint  of  the  Joint  Consistory  of  the  Hill- 
town  Charge,  and  of  Rev.  H.  F.  Seipel  against  action  of  Tohickon  Classis,  at  a 
nueting  in  St  Peter's  Church,  Nov.  28, 1883,  we  find  no  record  in  the  Classical 
^otes  that  the  Appellant  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  at  the  time 
v^n  the  action  complained  of  was  taken. 

2.  In  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Herbst  against  action  of  Qoshen- 
^>pen  Classis,  taken  at  an  adjourned  meeting  in  Zion's  Church,  Pottstown,  June 
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10, 1884,  we  find  thai  the  Appell«it  fidled  to  lodge  hii  reftsons  for  appealing  with 
President  of  Clafisis  within  the  ten  dayi  specified  by  the  Constitution.  We  there- 
fore report  these  appeals  out  of  order. 

David  Van  Hobne,  Chairman. 

In  the  adoption  of  the  19th  item  of  the  Report  of  the  Minutes  of 
Classis,  the  action  of  the  Claasis  of  West  Susquehanna  in  relation 
thereto  was  ordered  to  be  recorded.    The  action  is  as  follows  : 

Your  committee  to  make  a  minute  on  the  action  of  Synod  regarding  the  ease  of 
Bey.  Henry  Keller,  who  was  permitted  at  our  last  annual  sessions  to  pursue  a 
secular  calling,  would  respectfully  report : 

1.  That  when  said  action  was  taken  Classis  did  plainly  say  to  Rev.  H.  Keller, 
both  in  the  discussion  on  the  case  and  in  its  refusal  to  grant  the  latter  part  of 
his  request,  that  this  body  has  no  power  to  relieve  any  minister  of  the  powers  and 
responsibilities  of  his  office. 

2.  In  addition  to  this  fiict,  we  sent  to  the  Synod  Bey.  Mr.  Keller's  name  on  our 
roll. 

The  3rd  item  of  the  Report  of  Minutes  of  Classes  was  amended. 
The  Amendment  is  as  follows : 

JieBolved,  That  the  item  be  adopted,  and  the  Classis  of  Tohickon  directed  to 
separate  the  recommendation  "  to  continue  his  studies,"  so  as  to  show  that  this 
was  done  by  request  of  Licentiate  Q,  B.  I^mith. 

ft 

In  the  consideration  of  the  3rd  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures,  the  request  coming  from  193  petitioners  of 
Bt  Stephen's  Reformed  Church,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  to  Synod,  to  open 
a  way  for  its  recognition  as  one  of  the  churches  of  the  Reformed 
denomination,  the  following  action  was  taken : 

Retotved^  That  the  request  be  granted,  and  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen  be 
instructed  to  reconsider  lis  action  and  recognise  the  St  Stephen's  congregation. 

jRaoivedf  That  this  action  of  Synod  in  instructing  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen 
to  reconsider  its  course  in  the,  matter  of  the  St  Stephen's  congregation  of  Potts- 
town,  Pa.,  is  not  designed  to  set  in  judgment  or  condemn  its  action,  inasmuch  as 
we  recognise  in  said  action  the  earnest  endeayor  of  the  members  of  this  Classis  to 
preserye  in  their  integrity  the  Constitution  and  order  of  the  Beformed  Church  in 
the  United  States. 

JUiolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod  be  instructed  to  forward  as  soon 
as  possible,  under  the  official  seal  of  Synod,  a  copy  of  its  action  touching  the  St 
Stephen's  oongregation  to  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Godienhoppen  Classis. 


ARTICLE  XVn. 

COMPLiLlNTB. 

Nothmg  oocarred  requiring  the  acUon  of  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XVIII. 

8UITDAT-BCHOOI8. 

No  special  action  was  taken  on  this  subject.  Sundaj-school  ad- 
dreeses  were  delivered  on  Sunday  afternoon  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Religious  Services. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATIOK. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 
Charch  in  the  Uuited  States  was  received  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication.    The  Report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  SfBods  in  the  United  States,  Pittsbargh  and  Potomac,  The  Publication 
Board  of  the  Reformed  Charch  in  the  United  States  would  respectfully  submit 
the  following  Report : — 

The  Board  has  met  three  times  in  regular  session  throughout  the  year.  The 
OiBeers  of  the  preceding  year  were  continued,  viz : — George  Qelbach ,  Prtiideni 
tod  Charles  Q.  Fisher,  Secretary  and  Tretunrer, 

From  the  Annual  Statement  snbmitted  by  the  SuperirUendeni  at  the  last  meet- 
ing. Sept  2d,  is  to  be  gathered  the  following  :— 

BECEIPTS  FOB  THE  TEAB  ENDING  JULY  3l8T,  1884  : 

From  Periodicala $22,509.92 

•'     Bookstore 16,467.22 

"     Benta 692.96 

«     Collections 895.99 

"     Hiseellaneons  Sources 7,160.53 

Total  Receipts $47,726.62 

DI8BUB8EMSNT8. 

Loans,  etc.,  paid $  6,300.00 

Priating,  Paper  and  Binding 22,948.64 

Interest 2,883.30 

Commiaiona 1,156.26 

Merchandise 5,790.64 

Sslariea 5,885.56 

Taxes  and  Insurance 601.78 

Postage  and  Ezpressage 822.26 

Hiseellaneons 2,104.02 

Total  Disbursements $48,492.46 

Exoeai  of  Disbursements $765.84 
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XJABILITIBB— 1884. 

Notes  on  which  Interest  is  paid *  * $27,011.90 

Mortgage  on  Building 15,000.00 

Miscellaneons 5,328.70 

Totall884 $47,340.60 

Liabilities  1883 49,509.01 


Decrease  of  Liabilities $2,158.41 

ASSETS— 1884. 

A8  eaimaUd  by  Committee. 

Book  Accounts .....$  3,275.00 

Periodical    "      12,281.00 

StockinStore 6,161.93 

Books  in  Sheets. 4,150.00 

Paper  on  Hand 1,114.00 

Stereotype  Plates 3,000.00 

Miscellaneous 3.925.00 

Eeal  Estate • 35,000.00 

Total  1884 $68,896.93 

"     1883 70,628.75 


Decrease  of  Assets $1,731.82 

Assets $68,896.93 

LiabiUties 47,340.60 

Excess  of  Assets $21,556.33 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Stock,  etc.,  submitted  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted : — 

Philadelphia,  September  2nd,  1884. 

To  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States :  Your 
Committee  appointed  to  take  account  of  Stock  and  ascertain  from  personal  exam- 
ination the  financial  condition  of  the  Board,  would  hereby  offer  the  following 
as  their  report : — 

We  find  the  stock  in  the  store  in  a.good  condition.  The  amount  of  unsaleaible 
goods  has  been  considerably  reduced,  and  such  of  this  class  as  is  still  on  hand,  we 
have  estimated  at  Tery  low  rates.  From  any  goods  that  have  depreciated  in 
value,  we  have  thrown  off  a  corresponding  percentage. 

We  find  a  large  amount  due  on  book  and  periodical  acoountB,  considerable 
part  of  which,  we  fear,  can  never  be  collected.  This  we  threw  out  of  the  estimate 
altogether.  The  Board  is  thus  sustaining  heavy  losses  from  year  to  year,  which 
ought  not  to  be.  We  recommend  that  the  Superintendent  be  enjoined  to  refuse 
further  credit  to  such  as  owe  on  book  accounts  fbr  over  one  year,  and  on  i>eriodt- 
cal  accounts  for  over  two  years ;  and  that  hereafter  our  business  be  conducted  as 
nearly  as  possible  upon  a  cash  basis.    We  fturther  recommend  that  all  accoonta 
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of  oTcr  two  yean'  Btacding  be  collected  bj  law  (in  such  eases  as  it  can  be  done) 
if,  after  due  notice,  no  satiB&ctoiy  response  la  made  within  thirty  days  of  anoh 
sotiee. 

We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  receipts  in  the  book  department  hare  increased 
during  the  last  year  about  $2,250.  There  has  also  been  some  improvement  in  the 
total  reeeipts  from  periodicals,  especially  from  our  Sunday  School  publications. 

We  cannot  ignore  the  fact,  however,  that  the  income  of  the  establishment  does 
not  meet  expenses.  There  is  a  deficiency  of  over  $500 — ^if  we  deduct  from  reeeipts 
the  amoont  of  collections  contributed  by  the  churches  for  the  use  of  the  Board. 
Of  eoone  the  deficiency  is  owing  mainly  to  the  large  amount  of  interest  (nearly 
13000}  that  is  paid  on  mortgage  and  loans. 

We  ngm  that  a  fruitable  agent  has  not  been  secured  to  raise  fhnds  firom  the 
Chnrch  at  laiige  to  reduce  our  indebtedness  incurred  by  the  burning  of  our  Pub- 
lication House  at  Chambersburg.  It  is  vain  to  hope  that  the  business  of  the 
Board  can  ever  be  made  to  pay  so  large  a  debt.  The  patronage  of  the  Church  is 
not  sufficient  to  do  it  and  meet  necessary  current  expenses.  Earnest  efforts 
■hoold  still  be  made  to  procure  an  agent  to  solicit  donations  to  pay  off  our  debt, 
ud,  in  the  meantime,  we  must  still  urge  collections  in  the  churches  to  meet  the 
interest  Our  Superintendent  should  also  continue  to  exercise  the  greatest  possi- 
ble eare  to  keep  expenses  as  low  as  is  consistent  with  the  conduct  of  a  successful 


On  the  whole  we  r^aid  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  Board  as  satis- 
fiKiory  as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

The  Superintendent's  report  will  show  a  reduction  in  assets,  but  also  a 
itill  greater  reduction  in  liabilities.  In  his  report  will  be  found  a  detailed  ac- 
Mont  of  the  operations  of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  July  31st,  1884.  It  will 
be  teen  that,  even  after  the  large  reductions,  (over  $18,000)  made  by  your  Com- 
mittee on  the  value  of  stock  and  accounts,  the  net  assets  are  nearly  $500  in  ex- 
ecs of  last  year.  Bespectfully  submitted,  J.  W.  LovB. 

Hy.  WlBT. 

It  is  to  be  gathered  firom  the  same  statement  and  report  of  Committee,  that,  as  a 
vhole  the  periodicals  issued  by  the  Board  have  increased  in  number  of  subscri- 
herL  The  lessening  of  the  price  and  number  of  issues  during  the  year,  of  some 
of  them,  has  been  the  means  of  increasing  their  circulation,  as  well  as  the  in- 
eome  from  them« 

The  Board,  in  order  to  awaken  an  interest  in  the  Mission  cause,  Home  and 
Foreign,  In  the  Sunday  Schools,  began  laat  January  the  publication  of  a  paper 
sader  the  title,  "  The  Sunday  School  Missionary,"  which,  whilst  it  has  not  met 
vish  the  &vor  it  was  expected  to  do,  has  made  some  progress  in  the  way  of  a 
arenlation.    The  following  action  was  taken  by  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting : — 

Setohed,  That  the  attention  of  the  Synods  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Board 
publishes  a  Sunday  School  Missionary  paper  which  as  yet  has  a  limited  circula- 
tion, and  which  we  believe  to  be  an  excellent  educator  of  the  young,  and  a  means 
of  eoltivating  in  them  a  missionary  spirit. 

The  Book  Department  has  been,  we  are  glad  to  say,  more  generally  patronised 
the  year ;  the  amonnt  of  sales,  and  the  receipts  for  the  same,  as  stated  in 
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report  of  Committee,  being  over  $2,000  more  than  last  year.  We  only  need  the 
fall  and  general  patronage  of  the  Chorch  to  make  the  revenne  from  this  branch 
of  the  Board's  operations  much  greater. 

The  nnmber  of  books,  tracts  and  services  of  different  kinds  printed  for  this 
Department  daring  the  year  was  79,250,  indading  17,500  almanacs,  an  increase  of 
the  latter  over  last  year,  of  2,500. 

The  Board  is  glad  to  be  able  to  announce  that  the  music  for  the  "  Hymns  of  the 
Beformed  Church  *'  is  nearly  ready  for  publication ;  in  fBLei,  the  book  under  Uie 
title  of  "  Tunes  for  Worship,'  will  be  ready  for  circulation  by  the  middle  of  Octo- 
ber. The  book  has  been  under  the  general  editorship  of  Dr.  L.  H.  Steiner,  and 
the  music  selected  and  edited  by  Prof.  H.  Sohwing,  organist  of  Mt.  Vernon  Place 
M.  £.  Church,  Baltimore,  Md.  It  is  felt  by  the  editors  and  the  Board  as  Publishers 
that  the  book  will  meet  a  want  generally  felt  in  church  music,  and  as  to  contents 
will  bear  just  and  impartial  criticism,  as  well  as  prove  instructive  and  elevating 
to  those  using  it.  It  will  be  Issued  in  two  styles  of  binding,  at  the  retail  price, 
of  50  cts.  and  75  cts.  respectively. 

For  some  time  the  Board  has  been  endeavoring  to  place  the  mortgage  on  its 
property  at  a  lower  rate  of  interest.  After  considerable  difficulty,  by  reducing 
the  amount  to  be  put  on  mortgage  through  a  temporary  loan  of  $5,000  on  note  of 
members  of  the  Board  thrown  in  bank,  and  also  providing  for  the  security  to 
mortgagee  of  the  annual  payment  of  irredeemable  ground  rent,  the  remainder, 
l>15,000,  was  placed  at  5  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  mortgage,  however,  it  is  pro- 
per to  state,  is  but  temporary  in  its  character,  its  permanency  depending  on  the 
response  of  the  Synods  to  the  following  action  of  the  Board : — 

Whereas,  The  charter  of  the  Board  of  Publication  requires  that  all  mortgages 
given  by  it  must  have  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  Synods  represented  in 
the  Board,  and 

Whereas,  We  desire  to  change  the  mortgage  on  real  estate  with  a  view  to  ob- 
tain a  lower  rate  of  interest,  therefore,  we  hereby  overture  the  Synods  in  the 
United  States,  of  the  Potomac  and  of  Pittsburgh,  to  pass  the  following : — 

Ee$olv€dy  That  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Beformed  Church  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized,  by  this  Synod  to  give  a  mortgage  for  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  in  lieu  of  the  one  heretofore  existing  for  twenty  thousand  on  its 
property,  907  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  expenses  of  making  this  change  in  the  mortgage  were  considerable,  and  go 
mainly  with  others,  not  usual  heretofore,  to  make  up  the  extra  expenses  named 
in  the  Beport  of  the  Committee.  This,  however,  will  be  o£Eset  by  the  reduction 
of  interest  in  the  future.  In  this  connection,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  these  ex- 
penses have  been  met  without  incurring  any  further  debt,  there  being  a  surplus 
of  receipts  from  previous  years  from  which  to  draw.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
the  Board  is  careful  to  keep  down  the  expenses  as  much  as  possible,  and  only 
incurs  such  as  are  necessary  to  carry  on  its  business,  increasing  as  it  is,  from 
year  to  year. 

The  attention  of  the  Synods  is  respectfully  called  to  the  following  resolution 
passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  -.^Resolved,  That  the  Synods  in  the 
United  States.  Potomac,  and  Pittsburgh,  at  their  approaching  annual  meeting  be, 
and  are  hereby  earnestly  overtured  to  see  that  the  Churches  increase  their  col- 
lections for  the  use  of  the  Board ;  that  paston  and  consistories  through  their 
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respeethre  daaes,  do  all  in  their  power  to  secure  larger  subscription  lists  to 
"The  Meaenger"  and  other  periodicals' of  the  Board,  and  that  each  pastor  be 
directed  to  report  in  his  statistics  the  number  of  our  Church  and  Sunday  School 
pspen  taken  in  his  charge,  and  the  same  be  reported  in  the  tables  of  the  District 
Sjnods. 

Ber.  J.  B.  Shnmaker,  D.  D.,  who  was  elected  as  Synodical  editor  of ''  The 
MieuengeTy"  by  the  Synod  in  the  United  States,  having  declined  to  accept  the  po- 
ntioa,  tiie  Board,  at  its  meeting  held  in  December,  1888,  elected  Bev.  C.  S.  Ger- 
hard, of  Beading,  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  occurring,  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Synod.  Ber.  A.  B.  Kremer,  Synodical  editor  of  the  Synod  of  Potomac,  haying 
resigned  that  position  in  consequence  of  his  removal  from  the  bounds  of  the 
Synod,  and  the  Board  accepting  the  resignation,  Bev.  J.  S.  Kieffer,  D.D.,  of 
Hsgentown,  Md.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Synod.  It  will  therefore  devolve  upon  these  Synods  to  fill  by  election  these 
reipective  vacancies. 

The  term  of  Elder  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Trustee  from  the  Synod  in  the  United 
Btites,  wiU  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  year.  The  Synod  named  will  there- 
fore fiU  the  vacancy  that  will  thus  occur  in  the  Board. 

Geo.  Gblbach,  PreMerU, 

Chab.  Fishsb,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sepi,  15, 1884. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  committee  to  super- 
inteDd  the  puDlication  of  the  "  Hausfreund "  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication: 

RBPOBT  OF  *'  HAUBFBBtmD." 

The  Sautfreund  continues  to  be  published  under  the  Editorship  of  Dr.  B.  Baua- 
Bisn.  It  is  highly  efiicient  in  disseminating  Church  news  and  in  cultivating  the 
Christian  life  and  a  Scriptural  morality.  It  is  issued  every  two  weeks,  and  has 
t  etreulation  of  about  2,600. 

The  paper  has  no  debts,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  its  surplus  fhnd  has  been 
devoted  to  benevolent  purposes  and  objects  in  the  bounds  of  our  Church. 

J.  W.  Steivmbtz, 

In  behalf  of  the  Oommitiee. 

The  standing  committee  on  publication  to  whom  the  foregoing 
reports  were  referred  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
follow 


The  Committee  on  the  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Publication  respectfiilly  present 
to  Synod  the  following  report : 

Two  documents  have  been  placed  In  our  hands:  1st,  the  Annual  Beport  of  the 
Publication  Board  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  2nd,  the  re- 
port of  the  Sau^eund,  signed  for  the  committee  by  the  Bev.  John  W.  Stein- 


Inssmneh  as  the  Publication  Board's  report  will  be  given  in  full  in  the  Min* 
Bta  of  this  Synoft,  we  shall  not  repeat  its  details,  but  merely  gite  the  general  re- 
mits, sad  then  pass  on  to  offer  some  suggestions  for  the  relief  of  the  Board. 
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For  the  year  just  dosing  the  liabilities  have  been  rednced  $2,158.41,  bat  the 
assets  have  also  decreased  $1,731.82.  At  the  present  time  the  sum  total  of  liabili- 
ties is  $37,440.60 ;  and  the  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  amounts  to  $21,556.33. 
The  Board  regards  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  business  to  be  as  satia- 
factory  as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  tiie  debt  is  the  consequence  of  the  destruction  of 
the  property  of  the  Board  by  the  burning  of  Chambersbutg  during  the  civil  war. 
This  Synod  in  1864  engaged  to  raise  the  sum  of  $60,000  to  repay  Uie  heavy  loss, 
and  ordered  the  Board  to  purchase  real  estate  in  Philadelphia  and  resume  its 
business.  Of  this  sum  promised  (before  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Potomac 
Synod  were  organized),  about  $20,000  were  collected  and  paid  over,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $40,000  of  the  whole  amount  on  which  the  Board  depended  unpaid. 
Hence  the  embarrassment  which  our  Publication  Board  has  been  experienciDg. 

If  we  consider  all  things  properly*  the  management  of  the  Publication  affairs 
during  the  past  Synodical  year  must  be  pronounced  a  success.  There  would 
have  been  a  surplus  of  nearly  $2,500  were  the  business  not  burdened  with  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  amounting  to  nearly  $3,000.  As  matters  now  stand,  this  an- 
nual interest  is  consuming  the  annual  profits.  Could  the  debt  be  removed,  or 
could  the  business  be  relieved  of  the  interest  on  the  debt  for  a  series  of  years 
then  the  Publication  Board  would  be  able  not  only  to  sustain  itself,  but  also  to 
reduce  the  principal  of  its  indebtedness  $2,000  or  $3,000  annually.  This  opinion 
of  your  Committee  goes  on  the  presumption,  however,  that  the  business  <^  the 
Board  would  continue  to  be  managed  with  jndgnlent  and  economy. 

After  careful  reflection  your  Committee  has  agreed  to  submit  the  following 
proposed  action  : 

1.  That  this  embarrassing  question  arising  from  indebtedness  be  referred  ba^ 
to  the  Board  of  Publication  with  instructions  to  devise  some  wise  and  equitable 
plan  of  relief.  And  we  recommend  that  the  Board  examine  into  the  feasibility 
of  transferring  the  management  to  a  company  of  private  individuals,  who  shall 
have  control  or  possession  of  our  publications,  subject  to  an  annual  premium  to 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury  or  Treasuries  of  the  Church. 

2.  That,  if  inaugurated,  the  plan  be  put  in  operation  as  soon  as  expedient,  pro- 
vided  that  the  execution  of  the  plan  does  not  exceed  the  limits  of  authority  vested 
in  the  Board.  If  the  execution  of  the  plan  exceed  these  limits,  the  Board  is  di- 
rected to  report  it  for  approval  to  the  three  Synods  at  their  annual  meetings 
in  1885. 

3.  That  the  officers  of  this  body  are  hereby  instructed  to  communicate  this  ac- 
tion to  the  Potomac  Synod  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Hanover,  on  Wednesday 
next,  Oct.  15th,  and  9sk.  its  concurrence ;  also  to  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  at  its  an- 
nual meeting  in  1885. 

The  Board  of  Publication  has  succeeded  in  placing  a  mortgage  on  its  property 
for  $15,000,  at  five  per  cent.  In  order  that  this  transaction  may  be  legally  con- 
summated, we  propose  for  adoption  the  following : 

Reaolvedf  That  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 
States  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  by  this  Synod  to  give  a  mortgage  for  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  in  lieu  of  the  one  heretofore  existing  for  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars on  its  property,  907  Arch  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  * 

There  is  one  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Trustees.    The  term  of  office  of  Elder 
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George  W.  Hensel  expires  at  the  end  of  the  present  year.  The  Synodical  Editor- 
ship if  Tscant,  as  the  Bev.  Dr.  J.  B.  Shnmaker,  elected  one  year  ago,  declined  to 
accept  In  his  place  the  Board,  in  December,  18S3,  elected  the  Rev.  C.  S.  Ger- 
hard, of  Beading,  who  has  been  filling  the  Tacancy  to  the  present  tin^e.  It  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  the  Synod  to  elect  a  Synod ical  Editor. 

At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Publication  ire  also  submit  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

1.  That  we  renew  the  recommendations  to  classes,  consistories  and  pastors  to 
secure  larger  subscription  lists  to  the  Messenger  and  other  periodicals  of  the 
Choich. 

Finally,  we  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  the  Hau^reund  continues  to  be 
pmperuua,  and  we  propose  that  Synod  renew  its  recommendation  of  this  periodi- 
cal to  the  continued  support  of  the  Church. 

E.  v.  Geshabt,  Chairman, 

It  was  resolved  that  Rev.  Dr.  E.  Y.  Oerhart  be  appointed  Com- 
misaoner  to  the  Potomac  Synod,  to  inform  it  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  in  reference  to  the  rublication  Board,  and  that  the  Corres- 
ponding  Secretary  inform  him  of  the  sama 

Elder  (3eo.  W.  Hensel  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Poblication,  and  Bev.  C.  S.  Gerhard  was  elected  Synodical  Editor. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  printed  for  distribution 
3,500  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod,  equal  to  the  number  of  copies 
asked  for  by  the  several  classes,  as  well  as  a  sufficient  number  for 
difltribntion  to  ministers,  English  and  German,  as  the  roll  may  re- 
quire. 


M£MBEBS  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLICATION. 

Jas.  T.  Beber,  1 ;  Geo.  Gelbach,  2 ;  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  3. 


ABTICLE  XX. 


CHUBCH  QOYERNMEirr. 


In  the  Beport  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  the 
first  item  having  reference  to  the  rules  of  order  submitted  by  the 
G^iend  Synod,  a  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Kevs. 
Dr.  D.  £.  Klopp,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart  and  Elder  I.  B.  Yeakel,  who 
snbeeqnently  presented  the  following  report,  which   was  adopted : 

Tour  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  rules  of  order  adopted  hy  the  Gen- 
eral Synod  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  the  parliamentary  guidance  of  the  several  ju- 
diealonca  of  the  Church,  would  respectfully  recommend  their  adoption  hy  thia 
Synod  with  the  exception  of  the  serenth,  which  is  in  conflict  with  Article  64  of 
the  Constitation. 

D.  E  Klopp,  Chairman, 
5 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANBOUB. 

On  the  4th  day  of  the  sessions  the  President  appointed  Revs. 
A.  R.  Bartholomew,  J.  J.  Crist  and  Elder  Philip  Peters  a  commit- 
tee to  hear  excuses  for  leave  of  absence.  The  committee  reported 
from  time  to  time  the  applications  made  by  members  of  Synod,  and 
the  requests  were  granted. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of   Bethany  Orphans' 
Home  was  presented  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Albright,  Supenntendent  of 
the  Home,  which  was  r^erred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
Revs.  A.  B.  Koplin,  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp  and  Elder  Chas.  A.  Mauch. 

The  report  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Rrformed  Church  in  the  United  Statee: 

Dear  Bbethbsn  :— We  herewith  present  yon  a  conoiae  statement  of  the 
workings  and  finances  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  during  the  year  now  ended. 

Fifty-nine  orphans  were  cared  for  during  the  year.  Two  teachers,  both  educa- 
ted in  the  Home,  have  been  doing  the  work  in '  the  school-rooms.  We  teach 
alphabet,  reading,  spelling,  writing  (German  and  English),  arithmetic  (written 
and  mental),  geography,  grammar  (English,  Qerman  and  Latin),  also  reading, 
in  all  three,  history,  physiology. 

We  have  worship — Qerman  in  the  morning,  and  English  in  the  evening ;  and 
on  Sabbath  have  four  services.  We  study  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  the  whole 
year  around,  and  have  a  recitation  and  review  every  Sabbath.  Three  hundred 
and  sixty  orphans  have  been  cared  for  since  the  opening  of  this  Home ;  142  have 
been  confirmed  since  the  organization  of  the  congregation  in  1869 ;  22  of  these 
are  now  in  the  Home,  and  120  have  taken  certificates  to  other  congregations  of 
our  Church.  The  farm  has  produced  in  the  past  year  462  bushels  of  wheat,  54 
bushels  rye,  395  bushels  com,  SdO  bushels  oats,  300  bushels  potatoes,  40  bushels 
peaches,  75  bushels  grapes,  35  tons  hay,  pasture  for  15  head  of  cattle,  and  all  the 
vegetables  used  in  the  Home.  The  Church  has  been  kind  to  this  Home.  The 
Board  has  found  itself  able  to  admit  more  orphans,  and  y^t,  with  the  aid  of  $800 
willed  by  a  friend,  has  been  able  to  reduce  its  current  (and  only)  debt  $1100. 
The  debt  now  is  $1900.  In  the  year  now  opening  we  pray  for  a  share  in  your 
benevolent  distributions,  and  promise  to  use  your  gifts  with  the  utmost  economy, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  greatest  numbers.    Forget  not  the  orphans. 

D.  B.  Albright,  See.  Board. 

The  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans*  Home  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The 
report  is  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  respectftilly  to  report  the  following : 

The  only  document  which  has  been  placed  in  our  hand  is  Che  K^port  of  the 

Board. 
From  this  report  we  leam  that  the  Home  has  been  remembsred  by  a  legacy  of 

$800,  and  has  in  consequence  been  enabled  to  admit  more  orphans,  the  number 
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of  itB  inmatos  now  being  59.    They  have  also  reduced  the  current  and  only  debt 

moo. 

The  Home  is  in  a  proeperous  condition,  and  promises  fairl  j  to  become  a  still 
grester  biasing  to  the  fatherless  children. 

Your  eommittee  recommend  the  following  for  adoption  : 

Raolvedf  That  this  Synod  return  devout  gratitude  to  the  Father  of  the  father- 
lea  for  His  oontanned  blessing  upon  this  institution  of  mercy,  by  preserving  the 
health  of  its  officers  and  inmates,  for  its  remembrance  by  will,  and  for  all  contri- 
hationa  for  its  support. 

Saolvedf  That  this  Synod  heartily  commends  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  and 
with  it  all  the  Orphans'  Home  of  our  Zion,  to  the  earnest  prayers  and  liberality 
of  all  our  churches  and  families. 

Betolted,  That  we  return  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  to  the  members  of  the 
Boaid  for  their  labors  of  love  in  the  orphans'  behalf  during  the  past  year. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

A.  B.  KOFUN,  Chatrman. 

A  HOME  FOB  THE  AGED  AKD  DTFIRM. 

The  Standing  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  general  sub* 
jeet  of  the  founding  of  a  Home  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  and  the  committee  con- 
tinixed: 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Danville  on  the  Founding  of  a  Home 
^  Aged  and  Infirm  persons  in  our  Church,  beg  leave  to  report  that  although 
the  mbjeet  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  members,  they  have  as  yet  no  definite 
plan  to  suggest  in  regard  to  such  an  institution. 

Indeed,  it  i^  thought  that  further  Synodical  action  upon  this  subject  had  better 
b«  deferred  until  some  individual  or  individuals  may  Aimish  buildings  or  means 
for  this  given  purpose.  There  are  members  of  our  Church  who  have  had  this 
oatter  under  consideration,  and  the  knowledge  of  this  called  for  the  first  appoint- 
ment of  your  Committee.  The  nature  or  terms  of  any  such  bequetfts  might  so 
BKNlify  any  plans  now  adopted  as  to  make  them  useless.  Your  Committee  would 
titerefore  suggest  that  it  be  continued,  or  that  another  one  be  appointed  in  its 
place  to  await  developmenti. 

P.  S.  Davis,       Jno.  J.  Nissurr, 
D.  E.  Klopp,     Jas.  T.  Rbbeb, 

I.  K.  Loos, 

Oommittee, 

VICE  OF  INTEMPERANCE. 

In  r^ard  to  the  yice  of  intemperance  the  following  preamhie 
ttd  resolotions  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  almost  incredible  amount  of  $600,000,000  is  annually  expended 
is  the  United  States  for  intoxicating  liquors ;  and 

Whereas,  One-half  of  the  taxes  levied  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  is  di- 
rectly dia^cable  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  beverages ;  and 
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Whereas,  The  most  appalliiig  amount  of  crime,  Buffering  and  disgraioe  is  oanaed 
hj  the  liqnor  traffic ;  and 

Whereas,  The  efforts  hitherto  made  hare  foiled  to  famish  an  adequate  remedy 
therefore, 

JUiolved,  That  this  Synod  fiaiTors  the  total  prohibition  of  the  manaflMtare  and 
sale  of  intoxicating  drink  as  a  beverage  by  constitational  amendment 

licsolved.' Thai  Synod  earnestly  desires  its  pastors,  elders,  deacons  and  people 
to  continue  to  use  all  proper  means  to  educate  the  public  mind  and  conscience  to 
the  approval  of  this  remedy. 

In  the  ooDsideratioDyof  the  first  item  of  the  Report  on  Overtures, 
the  following  report  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 
their  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  was 
read.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Heverend  Synod  of  the  Brformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Bbethren  Beloved  in  the  LoBD:~Tbe  undersigned  vould  respectfully 
call  the  attention  of  your  Reverend  Body  to  the  nature  and  claims  of  the  "  So- 
ciety for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States."  This  institution  of  our  Church  was  organized  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  It  was  chartered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
about  twenty  years  later,  in  1810.  This  charter  was  supplemented  by  an  Enabling 
Act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature  in  1865. 

The  design  and  aim  of  the  Society  are  to  assist  ministers'  widows  and  their 
families,  and  also  disabled  ministers  themselves,  where  pecuniary  resources  are 
insufficient  to  afford  them  a  comfortable  living.  As  originally  organised  and 
chartered,  the  Society  could  give  aid  only  to  the  widows  of  its  deceased  members. 
This  limitation  was  removed  in  1855,  when  the  charter  was  revised  and  supple- 
mented. Agreeably  to  the  charter  as  now  amended,  the  Society  can  and  does 
grant  help  to  those  classes  of  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  to  wit : 

1.  To  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  members  of  the  Society  who  are  in 
straitened  circumstances. 

2.  To  the  widows  and  family  of  any  deceased  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
whether  he  was  ever  a  member  of  the  Society  or  not,  if  needing  assistance. 

3.  To  disabled  ministers  themselves,  who  are  members  of  the  Society,  and  re> 
quire  pecuniary  aid. 

At  the  present  time  the  Society  is  extending  help  to  persons  belonging  to  all 
three  of  these  classes  or  divisions  of  annuitants.  Two  aged  and  disabled  minis- 
ters, one  of  them  a  member  of  your  valuable  body,  are  now  on  our  list  of  persons 
helped,  together  with  about  twenty  widows,  some  of  whom  are  the  widows  of 
ministers  who  filled  prominent  pastorates  and  positions  in  their  day,  but  died 
poor.    Their  names  would  be  proof  of  this,  were  it  deemed  proper  to  give  names. 

The  Society  consists  of  two  classes  of  members,  namely,  annual  contributing 
members  and  life  members.  By  the  payment  of  an  initiation  fee  of  $5.00,  and 
thereafter  annually  $3.00,  a  minister  of  the  Reformed  Church  becomes  a  contri- 
buting member.  He  is  made  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  $65.00.  This 
amount  may  be  paid  at  one  time,  or  in  several  installments,  as  may  best  suit  the 
individual's  convenience.  The  widows  of  life  members  have  no  advantage  orer 
those  ol  the  other  class  in  the  way  of  receiving  aid  from  the  Society. 
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The  sooroes  of  inoome  are,  1st,  The  interest  aceruing  fh>m  the  invested  funds, 
now  aggre^ting  about  $20,000 ;  2nd,  Moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  by  the  an- 
nual eoQtrihutiog  members,  which  does  not  amount  to  a  great  deal  annually,  as 
most  of  the  membership  are  life  members;  3rd,  Qifts  from  individuals  and  coUeo- 
tioDs  taken  up  in  their  congregations  by  pastors ;  and  4th,  Legacies.  The  main 
reliance  of  the  Society  has  been  the  invested  funds  and  the  collections  in  the 
ehurehes  from  year  to  year. 

Erery  year  the  namber  of  ministers'  widows  needing  pecuniary  aid  is  increas- 
ing, and  every  year  there  are  some  of  our  ministerial  brethren  becoming  superan- 
noated  or  disabled,  who  must  receive  aid  from  the  Church  or  suffer  from  want. 
Onr  Society  aims  at  relieving  all  these  cases  of  distress,  as  far  as  possible.  But  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  purpose  our  income  must,  in  the  way  of  collections,  be 
lai^gely  augmented  from  year  to  year.  If  all  our  pastors  and  churches  will  co- 
operate with  us  in  this  noble  work,  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  the  wants  of  all. 

Yonr  Reverend  Body  is,  therefore,  respectfully  requested  to  consider  the  claims 

of  this  Society,  and  to  urge  the  several  Classes  of  your  Synod  to  order  a  collection 

to  be  lifted  in  their  congregations  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  on  or  about  the 

third  Sunday  in  June  of  next  year. 

In  behalf  of  the  Society,  I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally  in  Christ, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 

President  of  Society. 
Mereenhurg,  Pa.,  October  Bth,  1884. 

In  the  reception  of  this  report  the  following  action  was  taken : 

Betolved,  That  the  pastors  and  consistories  of  the  several  classes  be  directed  to 
lift  a  collection  for  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers  and  their 
Widows  on  the  third  Sunday  of  June  of  each  year. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  to  whom  had  been  referred  so 
loach  of  the  Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  and  the  Board  of 
Publication,  aa  related  to  the  filling  of  the  vacancies  occurring  in 
these  Boards ;  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  in  regard  to  the  vacan- 
cies occurring  in  that  Board,  presented  its  report  during  the  session 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  which  was  received  and  adopted.  '  The 
election  was* ordered  to  take  place  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions, 
at  10  A.  M.,  and  the  requisite  number  of  copies  of  the  nominations 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  At  the  time  ap- 
pomted  the  election  was  held.  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker  and  El- 
der R.  H.  Kramm  were  appointed  Tellers,  who  received  the  ballots, 
counted  them,  and  reported  the  results  through  the  President,  as 
&UDd  noted  in  each  case  in  its  appropriate  place,  except  the  filling 
of  the  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Wick- 
ersham,  Hon.  J.  W.  Killinger,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Coblentz. 

In  connecUon  with  the  reading  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 

Trustees  of  Synod  the  following  action  was  taken: 
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Setolved  that  the  stated  clerk  be  direct  to  give  the  requisite  information 
to  the  trnstees  of  Synod  respecting  the  matter  of  annually  presenting  to  this 
body  two  nominees  for  the  election  of  one  member  of  this  board. 

THE  R£FOBM£D  ALUANCE. 

The  following  paper  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  different  Reformed  churches  of  Germany  have  inaugurated  a 
Reformed  Alliance,  whose  meeting  was  held  at  Marburg,  August  19, 1834,  and 
whose  object  is  to  strengthen  the  interests  and  spread  the  doctrines  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  that  land ;  therefore  be  it 

Seaolvedf  That  this  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  ex- 
presses its  joy  at  the  formation  of  such  an  Alliance,  and  sends  its  hearty  greetings 
to  the  next  meeting  of  that  AlUance  at  Elberfeldt,  in  August,  1885,  with  the  prayer 
that  the  Qreat  Head  of  the  Church  would  bless  their  efforts  and  their  churchesy 
and  also  with  the  hope  that  further  intercourse  may  be  carried  on  between  the 
mother  church  of  Gtermaily  and  the  daughter  church  of  America. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  this 
Synod,  by  request,  delivered  an  address  to  this  bodjr.  The  brief 
SKetch  of  his  labors  in  the  Christian  ministry,  his  missionary  zeal 
and  his  activity  in  the  various  Boards  of  the  Church  for  educa- 
tional and  benevolent  purposes  were  made  manifest  in  his  abundant 
labors.  The  President,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod,  thanked  the 
Doctor  for  his  encouraging  address,  and  pronouncid  upon  the  v^i- 
erable  father  the  Mosaic  benediction. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

BESUMFTION  AKD  CLOSE. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

jResolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  heartily  extended  to  the  pastors 
and  members  of  the  Reformed  congrogations  of  Pottstown,  Pa.,  for  their  generous 
hospitality  shown  the  Synod  during  its  sessions  in  their  midst ;  and 

Besolvedf  That  the  above  resolutions  be  read  from  the  pulpits  of  the  Reformed 
churches  of  this  place. 

Besolvedf  That  we  return  thanks  to  the  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  for  their  kindness  in  ex- 
tending to  the  members  of  Synod  the  benefits  of  excursion  rates. 

Resolved,  That  we  return  thanks  to  the  reporters  for  their  services  r^idered  us 
during  our  sessions. 

The  roll  was  called.  None  were  found  absent  without  permis- 
sion. The  minutes  were  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 
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ARTICLE  XXIIL 

ADJOUBNMENT. 

It  was  resolved  that  we  adjoam  to  meet  in  annual  sesBions  in  St. 
John's  Reformed  Church,  Mifflinburg,  Union  County,  Pa.,  on  the 
seoond  Wednesday  of  October,  1886,  at  7.30  P.  M. 

L  E.  Loos,  PresidenL 
Jko.  p.  STEiy,  Stated  Clerk. 


OflBdal  copy  firom  the  original  Minutes. 

Jko.  p.  Stein,  StaUd  Clerk. 
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One  Hundred  and  Thirty^Xinth  Annual  Sessions. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  (^  the  B^ormed  Church  in  the  UniUd  SUsiet  at  it»  Annwd  SeanonB, 
hJd  m  M^mburgf  Pb.,  in  the  month  o/  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
Tkoimad  Eight  Hundred  and  Eighty-jive.  The  Seeeiona  eommeneed  on  the 
eummg  of  the  Fourteenth  and  continued  until  nine  o^dock  in  the  evening  of 
tt<  KineUentky  indueive.     

ARTICLE  I. 

SjDod  convened,  according  to  adjournment,  in  St.  John's  Re- 
fonned  Church,  Mifflinburg,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  October  14, 1885, 
at  7.30  p.  M.  The  Session  was  opened  with  divine  service  and  the 
sennon  was  preached  by  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  from  the  text  re- 
corded—St Matt.  16 :  13-17. 


ARTICLE  IL 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 
I.     FBOM  THE  CLAS8IS  OF  EAST  PEKNA. 

MinigUra:  Harry  It  Kieffer,'  T.  O.  Stem,*  L  K.  Looe,  D.D., 
J.  J.  Crist,  H.  K.  Binkley. 

Elden:  Jacob  Rader,  John  Gemmel,  John  Weber,' John  A. 
Singer. 

n.     FROM  THE  CLAS8I8  OF  LEBANON. 

Mini£ten:  George  Wolff,  D.D.,  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  L.  D. 
Stambaugh,'  H.  J.  Welker.* 
£lden:  David  S.  Raber,  Percival  B.  Edris.* 

III.     FROM  THE  CLA88IS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

HEnidert:  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.,*  D.  E  Klopp,  D.D., 
JohnH.  Sechler,  Charles  G.  Fisher*  and  David  Van  Home,  D.D. 

Elders :  J.  Harry  Buckingham,  Robert  Patterson,*  Jones  Det- 
weiler,  Daniel  Hofihuan,'  Abram  Schwenk. 

rV.     FROM  THE  CLA88IS  OF  LANCASTER. 

Mimeten:  Stephen  Schweitzer,'  Samuel  M.  Roeder,"  William 
H.  EL  Snyder,  Joseph  B.  Shumaker,  D.D. 

Bier$ :  Isaac  Bushong,  Jacob  E.  Ranck,  William  H.  Seibert, 
George  W.  HenseL' 


y.     FROM   THE  CLABSI8  OF  EAST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Ministera :  F.  C.  Yost/  W.  G.  Engle,  John  A.  Peters,  S.  Sidney 
Kohler. 

Elders :  D.  Clinger,*  T.  D.  Strauss/  H.  F.  Troutman,'  Isaac 
Daniel  and  George  Hill/ 

VI.      FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  WEST  SUSQUEHANNA. 

Minigtera :  Z.  A.  Yearick/  David  O.  Shoemaker  and  John  F. 
DeLong.* 

Elderi :  E.  B.  Eramm/  John  H.  Keller  and  William  Moyer. 

VII.     FROM  THE  CLAS8IS  OF  008HENH0PPEN. 

Mtnisters :  L.  E.  Evans '  and  Charles  S.  Wieand. 
Elders :  James  M.  High  '  and  Ezra  Griesimer.' 

VIII.      FROM  THE  CLA88I8  OF  TOHICKON. 

Ministers :  F.  J.  Mohr,  L.  C.  Edmonds '  and  B.  B.  Ferer.* 
Elders:   Henry  C.   Hartzell,  William  H,  Fuhr •  •  and  WiUiam 
Hunt. 

IX.     FROM  THE  OLASSIS  OF  LEHIGH. 

Ministers :  N.  S.  Strassburger  and  J.  H.  Leinbach.^ ' 
Eiders :   Thomas  F.  Butz,  F.  P.  Mickley,  R.  H.  Eramm  and 
Lewia  Hermony. 

X.     FROM  THE  CLASSIS  OF  SCHUYLKILL. 

Ministers :  G.  A.  Zellers,  H.  A.  Eeyser  and  O.  H.  Strunck. 
Elders :  Peter  Burkey,*  John  F.  Orth '  and  Daniel  Shepp.* 

The  figure  at  the  end  of  the  name  indicates  the  day  of  the  Bessions  on  which 
the  delegate  took  his  seat. 

The  letters  in  their  order  indicate  the  days  on  which  the  delegates  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 

On  the  4th  day  Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  seeundus,  took  the  place  of  Rev.  B.  B. 
Ferer  and  on  the  8d  day  Dr.  F.  W.  Vandersloot  took  the  seat  of  Elder  £.  B. 
Kramm. 

ADYIBORY  MESf  BEBS. 

The  following  members  were  present  during  one  or  more  of  the 
sessions : 

From  Ld)an(m  Classis, — Eevs.  J.  C.  Bucher,  D.D.,  D.  B.  Al- 
bright and  T.  8.  Johnston,  D.D. 

From  PhUa,  Chassis. — Revs.  P.  8.  Davis,  D.D.,  Geo.  H.  John- 
ston and  Elder  H.  G.  Hoover. 


From  Lancaster  CXasns. — Revs.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D.,  E.  V. 
Gerfaart,  D.D. 

From  E.  SusquehannaClasris, — Revs.  George  B.  Dechant,  Thomas 
J.  Hadcer,  G.  P.  Hartzell,  J.  C.  Leinbach  and  Hon.  D.  Willers. 

From  W'  Susquehanna  Clams. — Keys.  William  H.  Groh,  Wil- 
liam W.  Clotuer,  William  A.  Haaa,  William  M.  Landis,  A.  C. 
Whitmer,  R.  Leighton  Gerhart,  S.  Penrose  Brown,  Newton  J.  Mil- 
ler, George  W.  Gerhard,  Daniel  H.  Leader,  Thomas  8.  Land,  T.  R. 
Deitz  and  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gutelius. 

From  Tohiekon  Clams. — Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzel. 

From  Stpwd  of  Potomac. — Revs.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.D.,  E.  R.  Esh- 
bach,  D.D.,  and  Elder  Jacob  Heyser. 

From  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. — Rev.  J.  W.  Love. 

OTHER  CHURCHES. 

From  the  Lutheran  Church. — Revs.  J.  G.  Anspach,  J.  A.  Earnest, 
S.  G,  Finckel. 
From  the  Presbyterian  Church, — Rev.  W.  T.  L.  Kieffer. 
From  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — Rev.  A.  M.  Bamitz. 


ARTICLE  m. 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  of  Danville,  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Oliver  H.  Strunck,  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  was  elected  Cor- 
responding Secretary. 
Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  of  Millersville,  is  Stated  Clerk. 
Elder  John  Meily  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  rules  of  order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  bar  of 
the  house  was  defined  to  be  to  the  ninth  pew  firom  the  chancel. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  sessions  of  Synod  open  at  9  a.m.  and  2 
P.1C.,  and  close  at  11.30  a.h.  and  5  f.m. 

An  evening  session  was  held  on  Monday  irom  7  to  9  o'clock. 


6 
ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING  OOMMITTEES. 

The  President  announced  the  following  standing  oommitteeB : 

1.  Minutea  of  Synod.'-Bjeys,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.D.,  W.  G.  Engle, 
B.  B.  Ferer,  Elders  Jas.  M.  High,  Lewis  Hermonj. 

2.  Overtures. — Revs.  Z.  A.  Yearick,  H.  J.  Welker,  Jno.  J.  Crist, 
Elders  John  Gemmel,  Isaac  Daniel. 

3.  Religious  Services. — Revs.  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  A.  C.  Whitmer, 
8.  M.  Roeder. 

4.  Minutes, — ^Revs.  Jqo.  H.  Sechler,  O.  H.  Stronck,  S.  8.  Koh- 
ler,  Elders  J.  H.  Buckingham  and  Isaac  Bushong. 

5.  Examination^  Licensure  and  Ordination, — ^Revs.  D.  Van 
Home,  D.D.,  Geo.  Wolff,  D.D.,  J.  B.  8humaker,  D.D.,  Elders 
Dr.  P.  W.  Vandersloot  and  Thos.  F.  Butz. 

6.  State  of  Religion  and  Statistics. — ^Revs.  Isaac  K.  Loos,  D.D., 
F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  L.  C.  Edmonds,  Elders  Jones  Detweiler  and 
R.  H.  ISramm. 

7.  Theological  Seminary. — Revs.  Wm.  H.  H.  Snyder,  H.  A. 
Keyser,  G.  A.  Zellers,  Elders  Wm.  Moyer  and  David  8.  Raber. 

8.  Missions. — Revs.  H.  M.  Kieffer,  F.  J.  Mohr,  Chas.  S.  Wieand, 
Elders,  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  John  H.  Keller. 

9.  Finance, — Revs.  N.  8.  Strassburger,  L.  D.  Stambaagh,  F.  C 
Yost,  Elders  F.  P.  Mickley,  Ezra  Griesimer. 

10.  Nominations. — Revs.  Jno.  F.  DeLong,  O.  H.  Strunck, 
H.  A.  Keyser,  Elders  Henry  C.  Hartzell,  Jacob  E.  Ranck. 

11.  PublieaHan. — Revs.  F.  J.  Mohr,  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  H.  K. 
Binkley,  Elders  Abram  Schwenk,  Wm.  Hunt. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Phila- 
delphia, Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna,  Goshen* 
hoppen,  Tohickon,  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  reports 
on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  Tables,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  those  subjects. 

The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  of  the  Board 


ofA^siton  of  the  Theological  Seminaiy,  also  the  Annual  Beport  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Theological  Seminary. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board,  and  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions, 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Letters  were  received  firom  the  stated  clerks  of  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Nominations. 

Other  communications  were  received  and  handed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

HINUTEB  OF  BTKOD. 

A  printed  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  last  annual 
sessions  of  this  Synod  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Minutes  of  Sjmod,  to  report  the  items  claiming  the  attention 
of  this  body.  The  report  was  offered  on  Thursday.  It  was  taken 
Dp  item  by  item  and  adopted  as  a  whole.  The  report  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  begs  to  report  the  following  items 
wbieh  seem  io  require  attention  : 

/ton  1,  p.  24  and  25.  The  appointment  of  a  oommittee  on  the  endowment  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lanoaster. 

lum  2,  p.  61.  The  Classes  urged  to  make  increased  efforts  to  cultivate  a 
greater  missionary  ipirit. 

Item  3,  p.  61.  Classes,  censistories,  and  congregations  are  urged  to  remem- 
ber Foreign  MisrioDS. 

lUm  4,  p.  57.  Synod  authorised  and  directed  to  organise  the  **  Classis  of 
SchuylkilL" 


8 

Item  6,  p.  68.  Synod  inBiraots  the  Goshenhoppen  Claaais  to  reconsider  its 
action  and  recognise  St.  Stephen*8  congregation  at  Pottstown. 

Item  6,  p.  64.  Synod  authorised  the  Board  of  Publication  to  gire  a  mortgage 
in  lien  of  one  then  existing. 

hem  7,  p.  64.  Board  of  Publication  authorized  to  put  the  publicaUon  inter^ 
ests  into  private  hands. 

Item  8,  p.  65.  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.B.,  appointed  to  oommnnicate  the 
action  of  this  Synod  to  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Item  9,  p.  67.  Committee  on  founding  of  a  home  for  aged  and  infirm  persons 
was  continued. 

Item  10.  p.  65.  Stated  clerk  directed  to  publish  a  certain  number  of  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Item  11,  p.  70.  Stated  clerk  instructed  to  inform  Trustees  of  Synod  the 
matter  of  annually  presenting  two  nominees  for  election  to  the  Board. 

Item  12,  p.  50.    Delinquent  Classes  instructed  to  make  speedy  payment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  E.  Klopp,  Chairmttn, 

The  following  items  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  10,  were  reported  as  haying 
been  attended  to.  For  the  action  on  Item  1,  see  Art.  XTTL  Theo- 
logical Seminary ;  on  Items  6  and  1,  see  Art.  XIX.  on  Publica- 
tion ;  on  Item  12,  see  Art.  XV.  on  Finance ;  Item  9,  no  report ; 
item  11,  not  attended  to. 

ARTICLE  Vm. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  report  It 
was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

Your  Committee  on  Chrertures  respectftilly  reports  that  the  following  docu- 
ments were  placed  into  its  hands: 

1.  A  copy  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  the  Twelfth  Annual  Sessiona  of 
the  Potomac  Synod. 

2.  A  report  of  the  President  and  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home. 

8.  A  letter  from  R.  A.  Van  Court,  and  a  petition  from  the  Boyertown 
charge  asking  for  his  restoration  to  the  Christian  ministry. 

4.  A  complaint  of  Rer.  George  A«  Zellers  against  the  Classis  of  Lebanon 
concerning  the  withholding  of  part  of  the  support  promised  the  beneficiary 
student,  Mr.  George  A.  LuckenbilL 

5.  A  request  from  the  delegate  ministers  and  elders  of  Lebanon  Ciaasis 
concerning  the  difficulty  in  the  St.  Paul's  (Klopp's)  Reformed  Church. 

6.  A  copy  of  Br.  J.  H.  Dubbs*  Historical  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Churoh 
in  the  United  States. 


7.  A  oommonieation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

8.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  informs  Synod  that  the 
t«nn  of  office  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  elected  by  this  Synod,  expires  at 
its  present  annnal  meeting. 

9.  Two  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  Ursinus  College  for  the  year  1884-86 ; 
ibo  three  copies  of  the  Register  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  thel 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  for  the  same  year. 

10.  A  request  of  the  delegates  of  East  Pennsylrania  Classis  that  Synod 
more  specifically  define  the  action  taken  at  Bellefonte  relating  to  apportion- 
ments for  bencTolent  purposes. 

11.  Letters  fh>m  the  stated  clerks  of  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  the 
SjDod  of  Potomac  suggesting  its  candidates  for  re-election  on  the  Board  of 
Yisiton  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

Bespeotftilly  submitted. 

Z.  A.  YEA.RICK,  Chairman, 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  Items  2,  6,  9,  see  Art.  XXI.  Mis- 
cellaneous ;  on  Items  3  and  5,  see  Art.  XVI.  Appeals  and  Refer- 
ences; on  Item  4,  see  Art.  XVII.  Complaints;  on  Item  10,  see 
Art  XX.  Charch  Government ;  Items  1,  7,  8  and  11  were  referred 
to  Committee  on  Nomination. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

BELIOIOUS  BEBVICBB. 

All  the  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
seryices.  The  committee  on  this  subject  reported  the  following 
order  of  services,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  persons  designated 
filled  their  respective  appointments : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Serrioes  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  ap- 
pointments : 

Thtrtday  Evtning — Ordination  and  farewell  serrieee  of  Licentiate  W.  E. 
Hoy. 

WhertoM  the  eommittee  appointed  by  the  West  Susquehanna  Classis  to  ordain 
the  Lieentiate  W.  E.  Hoy  hare  made  arrangements  to  attend  to  the  duty 
urigned  them  in  connection  with  this  meeting  of  Synod,  your  committee 
would  respeetfnUy  ask  thai  this  STening  be  granted  for  this  purpose,  and 
would  submit  the  following  programme  for  your  adoption : 

Opening  serrioes  by  Rev.  R.  L.  Gerhart;  Sermon  by  Rer.  T.  S.  Johnston, 
D.D. ;  Ordination  serrioes  by  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer ;  Installation  serrioes  by 
K«T.  D.  Van  Home;  Address  by  Rot.  W.  E.  Hoy;  Address  by  Rer.  A.  C. 
Whitmer ;  Closing  serrices  by  Rer.  T.  R.  Diets. 

Fridojf  Eommg  Serviee$ — Home  Missionary  Serrice.     1.  Rot.    W.  H.   H^ 
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Snyder  shall  preside  and  conduct  the  serrfces.  2.  Addresses  of  fifteen  minutes 
each  by  Revs.  J.  H.  Seohler,  T.  Appel,  B.D.,  and  0.  H.  Strunck,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  impromptu  remarks. 

Saturday  Afternoon — p&epabatobt  sBayicis.     Sermon  by  N.  Z.  Snyder. 

Saturday  j^ening — ^Address  by  Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.,  on  the  Relation 
'of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Europe  to  the  Reformed  ChurA  in  General. 

Sunday  Morning — cobcmunioit  sbbvicks.  Sermon  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer ; 
Sunday-school  services  at  8  P.  M. ;  Addresses  by  Revs.  D.  B.  Albright,  Elder 
William  H.Seibert  and  O.  H.  Strunck. 

Sunday  Evening — Sermon  by  W.  H.  H.  Snyder. 

Laurelton — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein. 

Dritbaeh — Sermon  by  Rer.  G.  H.  Johnson. 

Mifflinhurg  Presbyterian  Church — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Shoemaker,  D.D. 

Buffalo  Preebyterian  Church — Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  F.  DeLong. 

Lutheran  Church — Morning.    Sermon  by  F.  W.  Kremer.  D.D. 
**  "  Evening.    Sermon  by  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.D. 

Methodist  Church — Morning.    Sermon  by  F.  J.  Mohr. 

Evening.     Sermon  by  0.  H.  Strunck. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  0.  Shobmakeb,  Chairman. 


U  it 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINX7TES  OF  CLAfiSER. 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  its  report.     It 
was  read,  acted  on  item  by  item,  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 
The  report  reads  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

/.  Irregularities, 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classls  incorrectly  pages  its  Minutes. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  give  page  in  case  of  every  item  in  those  reports  of 
Standing  Committees  which  require  paging. 

8.  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  name  the  church  In  which  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing will  be  held,  p.  18. 

4.  The  Gasses — Lancaster,  West  Susquehanna  and  Goshenhoppen — severally, 
include  in  the  reports  submitted  by  their  Standing  Committees  the  actions 
taken  on  the  items. 

6.  Lancaster  Classis  ^ves  the  reports  of  its  Standing  Committees,  except  in 
case  of  the  reports  on  Missions  and  Finance,  without  appending  names  of  com- 
mittee. 

6.  Lancaster  Classis  fikils  to  give  State  or  County  in  which  place  of  meeting  ia 
located,  p.  40. 
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7.  East  Susquehanna  CUusis,  in  inserting  items  in  a  oall  for  a  Special  Meet- 
ing, &i]s  to  obserre  the  time  required  by  the  Constitution  that  must  intervene 
between  the  Call  and  the  Meeting,  p.  6. 

8.  Goehenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  give  Synodical  relation  of  San  Francisco 
Classis,  p.  3. 

9.  Goehenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  give  page  in  case  of  every  item  in  those  re- 
ports of  Standing  Committees  which  require  paging. 

10.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  holds  what  it  terms  an  Adjourned  Special  Meet- 
ing of  Classis  without  any  previous  recorded  provision  for  such  Meeting 
p.  25. 

11.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  state  the  place  of  Meeting  in  a  call  for  a 
Spedal  Meeting,  p.  26. 

12.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  gives  the  reports  of  its  Standing  Committees,  ex- 
cept in  the  ease  of  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  without  appending 
names  of  Committee. 

Id.  Tohickon    Classis  fails  to  state  the   judicatory  in  notice  of  appeal, 

14.  Lehigh  Classis  fails  to  give  the  Synodical  relation  of  a  Classis  in  an  item 
of  a  call  for  a  Special  Meeting,  p.  8. 

//.  RequesU,  Reference*^  etc. 

1.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  relieve  it  of  $400  apportion- 
ment for  Home  Missions,  p.  35. 

2.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  overtures  Synod  for  a  deliverance  on  the  obeer- 
fanoe  of  "Children's  Day"  in  the  interest  of  the  Sunday-School  cause,  p. 
44. 

///.  AppeaU  and  Complamtt. 

1.  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzel  gives  notice  to  Tohickon  Classis  of  appeal  to  Synod, 

p.  52. 

IV,  Subfectt  Re/erred  to  CkusM, 

All  the  dasaes  adopted  the  apportionments  made  upon  them  and  the  various 

reeommeDdations  of  Synod   affecting  Classes  and  pastoral  charges  with   the 

following  exceptions : 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  claims  a  less  arrearage  on  the  Gelbach  Claim 
than  thai  reported  by  Synod,  p.  28. 

2.  Lancaster  Classis  resolved  that  it  deserves  no  censure  from  Synod  for  not 
sttadiing  its  seal  to  the  copy  of  its  Mtnutea  in  1884,  for  the  reason  that  the 
Claaris  then  had  no  seal,  p.  31. 

8.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  claims  to  have  been  virtually  excused  by  Synod 
from  its  share  of  indebtedness  to  the  Washington  Chapel  Fund,  p.  42. 

4.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  apportions  $750  for  Home  Missions  instead  of 
1882.1 7,  the  amount  apportioned  upon  it  by  Synod,  p.  82. 

5.  West  Susqaehanna  Classis  acknowledges  arrearage  of  $36.06  to  Washing- 
ton Chapel  Fund,  Instead  of  an  arrearage  of  $52.50,  reported  in  Minutes  of 
Synod  for  1884,  p.  39. 

5.  Goehenhoppen  Classis  claims  a  balance  of  $91.50  due  by  it  to  Washington 
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Chapel  Fund,  whereas  Synod  declares  the  Classis  in  arrears  f449  on  said  fund, 
pp.  11,  16. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Ckssis  claims  that  it  is  not  in  arrears  on  the  Gelbaeh 
Claim,  p.  12. 

V.    lAeeruure,   Ordination^  Reception  and  DimuMol, 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Gassis  ordained  Licentiate  H.  K.  Binkley;  received 
Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer  from  Philadelphia  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler  to 
Lebanon  Classis. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler  from  Bast  Pennsylvania 
Classis  ;  Rev.  W.  C  Schaeffer  and  Rev.  0.  M.  Strunck  firom  East  Susquehanna 
Classis ;  Rev.  George  B.  Resser  firom  Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac ; 
Dismissed  Rev.  W.  M.  Reily,  Ph.D.,  to  Xehigh  Classis  ;  Rev.  J.  O.  Johnson  to 
Philadelphia  Classis  ;  Rev.  B.  S.  Metzgar  to  Clarion  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg. 
Dismissed  the  following-named  brethren  to  organize  and  constitute  Schuylkill 
Classis  :  Revs.  A.  S.  Leinbach,  Jacob  tKlein,  C.  F.  McCauley,  D.D.,  B.  Bails- 
man, D.D.,  H.  A.  Keyser,  F.  W.  Dechant,  Henry  Leisse,  H.  Mosser,  J.  W. 
Steinmetz,  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  J.  J.  Fisher,  P.  Y.  Schelley,  W.  Donat,  L.  D. 
Steckel,  J.  A.  Reber,  G.  W.  Stibitz,  C.  S.  Gerhard,  G.  A.  Zellers,  S.  A.  Lein- 
bach, O.  H.  Strunck. 

8.  Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Mr.  B.  F.  Davis  ;  received  Licentiate  S. 
U.  Snyder  from  Tiffin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio ;  Rev.  J.  O.  Johnson  from  Leb- 
anon Classis  ;  dismissed  Rev.  A.  B.  Stoner  to  Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  Poto- 
mac. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Warren  J.  Johnson  ;  received  Rev.  A.  J. 
Olinger  from  the  Reformed  Church  of  France ;  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.D.,  from 
Juniata  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac  ;  dismissed  Licentiate  T.  G.  DeLyre  to  Port- 
land-Oregon Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac  ;  Rev.  S.  B.  Schafer  to  Carlisle  Clafisis, 
Synod  of  Potomac  ;  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters  from  Lancaster  Claasis ; 
dismi&^ed  Rev.  0.  H.  Strunck  to  Lebanon  Classis ;  Rev.   T.  S.  Land  to  West 
Susquehanna  Classis ;     Rev.  J,  J.  Rothrock  to  Tohiokon  Classis ;    Rev.  W 
Donat  to  Schuylkill  Classis. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Wm.  E.  Hoy  ;  received  Rot.  T.  6. 
Land  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

7.  Gk>shenhoppen  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  to  Tohickon  Gssbib  : 
Rev.  L.  D.  Leberman  to  San  Francisco  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  J.  Rothrock  from  East  Susquehaiina 
Classis ;  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis ;  Rev.  B.  B.  Ferer 
from  Westmoreland  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Thomas  S.  Yundt ;  received  Rev.  W.  M.  Reily, 
Ph.D.,  from  Lebanon  Classis;  Rev.  G.  W.  Stibitz  fVom  Sc|iuylkill  Classis ;  Rev. 
A.  P.  Horn  from  North  Carolina  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  received  Rev.  W.  Donat  from  East  Susqaehanna 
Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  G.  W.  Stibitz  to  Lehigh  Classis. 
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Vl.  Mitcellaruout, 

SehoylkiU  CUssia  was  formally  organiied  according  to  direction  of  Synod, 
with  the  following-named  ministers  as  members  :  Revs.  A.  S.  Leinbach,  Jacob 
Klein,  C.  P.  McCauley,  D.D.,  B.  Bausman,  D.D.,  H.  A.  Keyser,  F.  W.  Deohant, 
Henry  Leisse,  H.  Mosser,  J.  W.  Steinmets,  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  J.  J.  Fisher, 
P.  Y.  Schelley,  W.  Donat,  L.  D.  Steckel,  J.  A.  Reber,  G.  W.  Stibiti,  Cy  8.  Ger- 
hard, G.  A.  Zellers,  8.  A.  Leinbach,  0.  H.  Strunck. 

VII.  Place  and  Time  of  Meeting. 

1.  Eaet  Penneylvania  Clauie  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Bangor, 
Northampton  County,  Pa.,  Friday,  May  21st,  1886,  at  7.80  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  E. 
Smith,  Preeideni;  Rer.  T.  O.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk, 

2.  LAan4m  C^omv  will  meet  in  Jonestown,  Lebanon,  County,  Pa.,  First  Thurs- 
day after  Whitsunday,  1886,  at  7.80  p.  h.  Rev.  Tobias  Kessler,  Preeident ;  Rev. 
J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D.,  StaUd  CUrk. 

8.  Philadelphia  CUusis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Norristown,  Pa., 
Firat  Thursday  in  June,  1886,  at  8  p.  m.  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert,  Preeident;  Rev. 
J.  H.  Seehler,  Stated  Clerk, 

4.  Lancaster  Claeeis  will  meet  in  Zion*8  Church,  Marietta,  Thursday  after  Whit- 
sanday,  1886,  at  7.80  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  M.  Sender,  Preeident ;  Rev.  B.  W.  Gerhard, 
StaUd  Clerk, 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classit  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Conyngham, 
Laieme  County,  Pa.,  last  Wednesday  in  May,  1886,  at  2  p.  m.  Rev.  J.  B. 
Kenehner,  President;  Rev.  8.  Sidney  Kohler,  Stated  CUrk, 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classie  will  meet  in  St.  Peter's  Reformed  Church, 
Aaronsbarg,  Centre  County,  Pa.,  Third  Wednesday  in  May,  1886,  at  7.80  p.  m. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Groh,  President;  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk, 

7.  Ooshenhoppen  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church,  Pennsburg,  Mont* 
gomery  County,  Pa.,  Friday  before  Ascension  Day,  1886,  at  2  p.  m.  Rev.  C.  S. 
Wieand,  President ;  Rev.  L.  J.  Mayer,  StaUd  Clerk, 

8.  Tohickon  Ciassis  will  meet  in  St.  Luke's  Reformed  Church,  Nockamlxon, 
Bucks  County,  P^,  Friday  after  Ascension  Bay,  June  4,  1886,  at  7.80  p.  u. 
Rev.  F.  J.  Mohr,  President ;  Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  Stated  Clerk, 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Slatington,  Lehigh 
County,  Pa.,  Tuesday,  May  26, 1886,  at  7.30  p.  m.  Rev.  John  H.  Leinbach,  Preei- 
dent;  Rev.  N.  8.  Straseburger,  Stated  Clerk. 

la  Sckf^lkOl  Classis  will  meet  in  First  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Pa.,  First 
Thursday  afler  Whitsunday,  June  17,  1886,  at  7.46  p.  m.  Rev.  H.  A.  Keyser, 
President ;  Rev.  J.  Alvin  Reber,  Stated  Clerk. 

RespectAilly  submitted, 

John  H.  Sichlkr,  Chairman. 

The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  approved.  II. 
Requests  and  References :  Ist  item,  adopted  ;  on  2d  item  (see  Art- 
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icle  XXI.,  MiscellaneouB.  III.  Appeals  (see  Article  XVI.,  Ap- 
peals). IV.  Subjects  referred  were  adopted.  For  further  action 
on  items  1,  3, 6  and  7,  see  Article  XV.,  Finance.  The  items  under 
the  v.,  VI.  and  VII.  general  heads  were  all  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  ANB  ORDINATION. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
amination, Licensure  and  Ordination,  which  was  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination,  beg  leaye  re- 
spectftilly  to  report  that  no  appUcation  for  Examination  has  been  received,  nor 
has  there  been  any  other  business  referred  to  us. 

RespectftiUy  submitted, 

Da^id  Van  Hornb,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  Xn. 

RELIGION  AND  MORAUS. 

The  following  report  was  received  from  the  Committee  on  the 

State  of  the  Church — ^read  and  adopted : 

Fathers  and  Brethren : — ^Tour  Committee  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals 
respectfuUy  submit  the  foUowing  report : 

Gracet  mercy  and  peace  be  tmth  you  all. 

The  Classical  reports  placed  in  our  hands  show  clearly  the  operation  of  the 
three  great  life-powers  confessed  in  the  Apostolic  benediction.  All  our  bless- 
ings flowing  from  the  onward  movement  of  the  Church  are  here  justly  attri- 
buted to  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  That  is  the  superhuman  power 
that  makes  itself  felt  everywhere,  and  must  be  gratefUlly  acknowledged,  not 
only  by  the  individual  Christian,  but  by  every  corporate  ecclesiastical  existence 
from  the  consistory  to  the  highest  judicatory  of  the  Church.  And  that  is  not  a 
mere  idea  or  affection  or  passion  or  influence,  but  stands  before  us  revealed  in 
the  Person  of  our  Divine-human  Lord  and  Saviour.  That  which  we  have  seen 
and  heard  of  the  Word  of  life  declare  we  unto  you. 

The  Head  of  His  Church  is  in  closest  union  with  His  body,  and  in  that  lies 
the  hope  of  the  world.  He  was  and  is  and  is  to  come.  That  binds  us  firmly  to 
the  past,  gives  confidence  for  the  present  and  hope  for  the  future.  Messiah  is 
King.  Our  ministers  preach  Jlim  in  the  highways  and  hedges,  in  hut  and 
palace,  and  the  ears  of  thousands  gladly  welcome  the  sound,  and  with  heart 
and  voice  and  hands,  in  their  homes  and  churches,  adore  and  serve  their  Lord 
in  newness  of  heart.    To  such  the  Gospel  is  not  an  empty  sound.    It  tells  not 
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merely  of  an  existing  life,  but  presents  &  liTing,  personal  Redeemer  who  is  that 
Life— who  says  :  "  My  words,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are  life.'*  Such  do  the 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod,  find  the  Word 
tbst  is  steadily  preached  and  truly  followed.  In  all  parts  of  our  territory 
worshipers  go  gladly  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  receive  firom  the  lips  of  the 
minister  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Fruits  of  piety  abound.  New  churches 
are  built,  old  ones  repaired  and  remodeled,  church  debts  liquidated,  backstand- 
iog  salaries  paid,  Sunday -Schools  are  prospering  and  the  sacraments  regularly 
Administered  and  duly  used  by  most  of  the  members  of  the  Church.  The  Sun 
is  shining  into  many  hearts,  that  find  it  good  to  be  on  the  side  of  Christ,  and  thus 
in  His  Church.  They  bask  in  the  light  of  His  countenance,  and  in  His  serTice 
find  their  highest  freedom  and  their  purest  joy.  Christ  is  all  in  all  to  them. 
United  with  Him,  they  partake  of  His  life,  and  for  His  cause  are  willing  to 
labor  and  deny  themselTcs.  The  members  of  our  congregations  are  industrioils 
and  economical — diligent  in  business,  ferrent  in  spirit,  serring  the  Lord. 
They  have  acquired  considerable  wealth.  And  the  reports  show  that  they 
begin  to  do  more  than  this.  They  daily  experience  the  blessedness  of  receiv- 
ing—now they  are  rising  to  a  higher  grade,  and  learn  that  it  is  more  bUwed  to 
jitt — to  give  the  Lord's  portion  unto  the  Lord.  We  read  of  legacies  and 
donations  that  haye  been  made  and  of  others  that  are  coming.  God  calls  upon 
the  rich  that  they  be  *<  rich  in  good  works,"  and  '<  do  good"  and  lay  up  in 
store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come.  They  are 
invited  to  clothe  the  naked,  feed  the  hungry,  visit  the  sick,  care  for  widows  and 
orphans  in  His  name.  "  They  have  done  it,"  says  the  Lord  "  unto  me.''  These 
glorious  alms-deeds  are  a  promise  of  better  things  to  come.  The  benevolent 
Funds,  Colleges  and  Seminaries,  Orphans'  Homes,  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
Beneficiary  Education,  etc.,  are  the  Lord's  open  hands  in  which  the  benevolent 
place  what  they  are  willing  to  give  to  Him.  This  Synod  rejoices  in  this  feature  of 
our  Church  work — a  service,  which  it  is  well  to  keep  prominently  in  view 
whenever  pastors  admonish  God's  people  to  '*do  good."  True  godliness  and 
true  benevolence  go  hand  in  hand. — 7%«  Muaion  work  is  making  rapid  strides  in 
our  congregations.  Faith  in  it  and  courage  in  its  behalf  manifest  themselves 
on  ail  hands.  The  cause  is  the  Lord's.  In  the  light  of  the  New  TestAment 
history,  the  Church  sees  openings  in  large  cities,  and  bravely  enters  them. 
Xbe  Lord  so  directs.  He  so  directed  the  Apostolic  Church.  While  the  Gospel 
was  at  work  among  the  Jews  we  find  that  Jerusalem  forms  the  central  point  of 
Christian  life ;  when  it  advances  to  the  boundaries  of  the  heathen  and  Jewish 
world,  Antioch  becomes  the  centre  of  activity ;  and  finally  it  gains  a  firm  foot- 
ing in  the  greatest  city  of  heathendom,  in  Rome  itself,  and  thus  the  victory  of 
the  Gospel  over  the  Gentile  world  is  declared. — Some  one  says :  *'  The  English 
found  a  eolony  by  building  a  tavern ;  the  French,  by  building  a  fort."  Surely, 
oar  Reformed  Fathers,  coming  from  the  Palatinate  of  Germany  began  their 
Dew  settlements  in  this  land  by  building  MvreAef ,  and,  in  their  shadow,  school-' 
io«Mv,  in  both  of  which  the  God  of  the  poor  settlers  was  honored  and  wor- 
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shiped.  Thftt  is  still  the  Reformed  practice  in  extending  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom.  We  still  begin  by  building  a  chapel  or  church,  where  people  maj 
assemble  and  worship  the  Lord.  The  work  widens — ^the  field  is  the  world. 
The  Reformed  Church  now  stretches  from  ocean  to  ocean.  The  harrest  is  ripe. 
O  Lord,  send  forth  men  to  gather  in  the  sheaves  1 

We,  as  a  Synod,  r^oice  that  we  hare  schools  where  to  educate  young 
candidates  for  the  ministry.  A  Toice  is  heard  calling  for  pastors.  We  need 
men  for  the  work — pious,  talented  young  Samuels  to  listen  in  the  depth  of 
their  souls,  whether  it  is  Eli  or  the  Lord  that  calls  them  by  name.  The  Master 
has  need  of  them  in  His  church,  and  wants  many  to  answer:  Lo,  here  am  1. 
Send  me.  That  Missions  have  been  well  sustained  by  our  people  is  cause  of 
sincere  gratitude  to  God.  More  still  can  be  done,  and  will  be.  We  have 
evidence  of  this  in  the  organisation  of  missionary  societies,  among  old  and 
yOung,  and  in  the  increased  oflferings  for  this  blessed  cause — a  revival  of  the 
missionary  spirit  which  is  noticeable  in  all  the  churches. 

The  ministers  are  spoken  of,  in  the  reports,  as  active  and  lealous  in  their 
divine  calling,  laboring  earnestly  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 
Christ  is  faithfully  preached — ^the  Church-festivals  are  fiiithfully  observed. 
The  sacraments  are  allowed  to  have  their  proper  place  in  the  economy  of 
Redemption.  The  various  objects  of  benevolence  are  held  up  to  the  people  as 
deserving  of  their  Christian  love.  That  some  of  these  should  occasionally 
experience  an  ebb  and  flow  in  the  pecuniary  support  afforded  them,  is  perhaps 
to  be  expected ;  but  we  should  guard  well  against  onesidedness  in  any  one 
particular  direction.  One  Classis  says :  "  The  cause  of  Orphans  has  reoeived 
less  attention"  than  formerly.  Such  decrease  in  attention  may  denote  at 
least  partial  failure  in  the  support  of  one  of  the  interests  of  the  kingdom.  All 
benevolent  causes  recommended  by  Synod  are  good — aU  should  receive  ample 
support.  The  fiUherless  surely  cannot  be  safely  overlooked  by  any  pastoral 
charge  in  the  distribution  of  its  alms.  Our  Church  is  justly  proud  of  its 
Homes  for  the  orphans,  and  (he  one  in  the  bounds  of  this  Synod  properly  lies 
near  our  hearts  and  hands,  to  receive  our  love  and  help. 

The  educational  institutions  of  the  Church  at  Lancaster,  CoUegeviUe,  Myers- 
town  and  Allentown  are  also  evidences  of  Reformed  Church  life  and  piety — 
memorials  of  the  good  disposition  of  Christian  men  toward  Christian  Education. 
Founded  for  the  training  of  young  men  and  ladies  for  usefulness  in  the  fkmily 
the  world  and  the  Church,  they  deserve  still  greater  favor  in  the  future  thiui 
they  have  received  in  the  past.  Pray  for  the  Colleges,  and  let  many  students 
and  enlarged  contributions  be  sent  to  them.  Let  them  live  and  prosper,  and 
help  to  make  glad  the  city  of  God.  "Worthy  of  great  respect  are  those  Chris- 
tian men  and  women,  who,  by  will  or  bequest,  dedicate  and  give  some  of  the 
wealth  God  has  given  them  to  found  and  endow  and  equip  such  literary  and 
theological  schools  of  learning;  and  we  note  with  particular  satisfaction  and 
commendation  that  some  of  our  people  have  made,  and  others  are  intending  to 
make  such  noble  and  usefUl  disposition  of  their  earthly  possessions,  thereby 
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ereetiiig  for  themselyes  enduring  monuments  in  the  good  done  and  in  the 
memory  of  succeeding  generations.'* 

But  not  all  is  as  it  should  be  in  the  Church.  The  Christian  life  has  its  hind- 
ranees.  The  corruption  of  our  nature  is  seen  on  all  hands.  The  thorn  and  the 
thistle  often  grow  in  uncomfortable  nearness  to  the  Rose  of  Sharon  and  the  Lilj 
of  the  Valley.  Satan  still  strives  to  erect  his  temples  alongside  of  the  houses  of 
God.  The  good  work  of  Christ's  ambassadors  is  seriously  opposed .  The  Ph  ilistine 
is  yet  in  the  land.  There  are  still  many  Alexanders,  who,  like  their  prototype, 
the  coppersmith  of  St.  Paul's  day,  withstand  the  words  of  the  minister  and  do 
them  and  their  work  mueh  harm.  It  is  sad  that  such  men  rarely  stand  alone 
for  any  length  of  time.  Hymeneus  soon  associates  with  the  man  who  makes 
sbipwreck  of  his  faith.  Sad,  that  persons  once  active  in  the  Church  should 
allow  themselves  to  be  shorn  of  their  strength  and,  under  the  power  of  Satan, 
be  taught  to  grind  in  the  prison-house  of  sin.  The  champion  of  Israel  may 
become  the  drudge  and  sport  of  the  Philistines. 

**  Ask  for  the  great  deliverer  now,  and  find  him 
Eyeless  at  Oaza,  at  the  mill  with  slaves." 

A  minister  has  a  happy  life,  but  a  busy  life— fiill  of  much  hard  work.  Is  he 
not  the  Lord's  messenger?  His  servant?  His  fisher  of  men  ?  His  ambassador  ? 
A  laborer  in  His  vineyard?  The  shepherd  of  His  sheep  and  lambs  and 
Umbkins?  Do  not  these  several  characters,  represented  by  one  and  the  same 
person,  imply  work,  responsibility,  watch fhlness,  care?  Who  is  sufiicient  fof 
these  things?  The  holy  office  once  filled  a  Saviour's  heart  and  a  Sariour's 
hands.  lie  is  with  you ;  His  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee.  There  are  men  who, 
if  they  see  no  high  movement  on  earth,  hear  no  thunders  and  see  no  stir  in  the 
heavens,  feel  sick.  Lei  such  reflect.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  not  for  eye 
or  ear — not  **  here,"  nor  *'  there ;  "  not  for  this  age  or  that,  merely,  but  for 
history.  And  if  at  times  it  seems  to  move  slowly,  we  must  remember  that  it 
sometimes  moves  in  a  spiral—not  always  in  a  straight— line.  We  htive  reason 
to  take  ooarage  therefore.  Christ  oiTers  the  world  bread,  not  a  stone ;  fish,  not 
a  serpenL  His  life  in  men  la  a  better  religion  than  the  nations  now  have  or 
ever  had.  For  heathen  virtues  the  Church  has  graces ;  for  their  heroes,  we- 
have  martyrs ;  for  their  Cnsar,  we  have  a  Christ  on  the  cross.  He  always 
was,  is  now,  the  never-failing  fountain  of  blessedness  and  immortality.  The* 
■apply  grows  not  less—"  always  the  same,"  the  Old  Fathers  used  to  say.  The 
area  of  Christianity,  as  a  life,  is  just  what  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Apostles, 
It  ineludes  and  excludes  what  it  included  and  excluded  then.  Jesus  now  has  the 
same  life  and  blessings  He  had  eighteen  oenturies  ago — the  same  He  ofifered  to 
our  lathers,  offers  to  us,  and  will  offer  to  our  children — the  gold  ring  and 
chain,  the  new  robe  and  fatted  calf,  and  the  music  and  dancing  when  the 
prodigal  comes  home.  And  it  is  a  blessed  work  to  tell  the  nations  of  that 
Hone  and  the  loving  Father  waiting  for  them  there.-^But  while  we  love  our 
caning  and  the  brethren  who  toil  by  our  side  and  the  Master  who  assigned  it 
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to  a»— let  us  not  here  forget  those  who  this  year  have  been  reoeived  into  rest. 
The  Lancaster  Classis  reports  the  death  of  Rot.  John  6.  Fritchey— who  is 
desoribed  as  a  Father  in  Israel,  venerable  for  his  age  and  piety  and  works ;  a 
man  of  dauntless  courage,  heroic  endurance  and  great  activity .  Philadelphia 
Classis  laments  the  death  of  the  aged  and  esteemed  Rev.  J.  Knipe,  who,  after 
years  of  fluthfUl  service  in  the  Lord's  cause,  has  passed  to  his  eternal  reward. 
One  brother  was  recently  and  suddenly  called  from  his  work  in  East  Susque- 
hanna Classis  to  the  Church  on  high,  to  whom  we  gladly  listened  as  he  preached 
to  us  at  the  Synod  of  last  year.  Rev.  J.  R.  Millet  was  a  delegate  primarius  to 
this  Synod.  His  name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  delegation  but  he  answers  no 
more  the  roll-call  of  the  Church  on  earth.  May  he  rest  in  peace,  and  the  Qod  of 
the  widow  and  the  fatherless  have  his  bereaved  fiunily  in  His  holy  keeping.  We 
sadly  weave  the  first  sirands  of  the  wreath  which  his  Classis  and  this  Synod  will 
nest  year  complete  and  lay  on  his  grave.  Watch  in  all  things,  endure  affile- 
tlons,  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  make  fiiU  proof  of  thy  ministry.  2  Tim. 
4:  5. 

Here  we  rest.     The  trials  and  cares  of  another  year  are  added  to  its  history. 
The  record  is  made.    To  Christ  be  the  praise  of  our  salvation. 

"He  fainteth  not ;  He  faileth  never. 
So  rest  in  Him,  to-day — forever.*'     Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LsAAO  K.  Loos,  Chairman, 
For  Statistical  Report  see  Appendix. 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 
T.   BEF0RT8  OF  THE   BOARDS  OP  TBHSTEES   AND  VIBITOBS. 
(a)  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  U.  8. : 

Brethren,~The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report  : 

We  have  held  our  usual  meetings  during  the  year  and  transacted  the  routine 
business  of  the  board.  We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  foUowing 
items : 

1st.  Tou  will  notice  by  the  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  accompanies  this 
paper,  that  the  contributions  for  the  "  relief  fund  '*  have  fallen  off  very  much 
during  the  current  year,  the  aggregate  for  the  year  being  about  f275  against 
$1662  11-100  for  the  preceding  year. 

2d.  Another  matter  requires  the  special  attention  of  the  Synods.  The  prop- 
erty of  the  Seminary  needs  some  expensive  repairs.  The  homes  erected  in  1871 
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ought  to  be  repainted «  especially  the  entire  exterior  wood-work.  The  fencing  of 
the  Seminary  grounds  has  been  standing  for  'more  than  thirty  years  and  is 
now  going  to  pieces.  Within  a  year  or  two  it  must  be  rebuilt,  though  some  of 
the  old  material  may  again  be  used.  A  number  of  other  things  might  be  named 
that  demand  attention  without  delay,  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  in  this  re- 
port we  should  enter  into  all  the  details.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  state  that  the 
necessity  of  making  a  number  of  repairs  is  upon  us,  without  taking  into  account 
impTOTements,  otherwise  the  property  of  the  church  will  sustain  serious  losses. 
These  matters  would  haTe  been  attended  to  before  this  time,  but  the  income  from 
the  endowment  and  other  Ainds,  and  firom  the  relief  collections,  have  not  jus- 
tified the  board  in  incurring  these  expenses. 

We  submit,  therefore,  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  the  Synods,  this  propo. 
sition ;  that  the  three  Synods  raise  annually,  for  the  next  ensuing  two  years,  the 
som  of  one  thousand  dollars  (f  lOOO)  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  annual  de- 
ficit in  the  r^pilar  expenditures,  and  of  supplying  the  money  needed  to  make 
necessary  repairs. 

We  take  the  Uberty  also  to  propose  that  of  this  total  the  Synod  of  the  U.  S. 
engage  to  pay  annually  for  two  years,  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ;  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  further,  that  each  Synod  apportion  the  amount 
assamed  among  its  classes,  earnestly  requesting  them,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to 
pay  the  amounts  apportioned  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Seminary. 

We  refrain  from  argument  in  support  of  the  proposition  which  we  have  re- 
'pectfiilly  submitted.  A  little  reflection  will  convince  all  that  the  work  which 
«e,  the  guardians  of  the  property  of  the  Church,  desire  to  perform,  is  indispen- 
sable. The  funds  required  will  prove  but  a  very  light  burden  when  distributed 
among  the  pastoral  charges  of  the  three  Synods. 

The  sum  named,  one  thousand  dollars,  annually  for  two  years,  is  designed, 
daring  that  time,  to  fUmish  enough  for  the  "relief  fund "  and  for  the  needed 
repairs  to  the  property. 

We  earnestly  request  Synods  to  give  this  matter  their  attention,  and  to  urge 
npon  Classes  the  necessity  of  a  liberal  response  to  meet  these  wants.  If  the 
needs  of  the  Seminary  are  made  known  to  the  people  by  the  pastors,  we  feel 
satisfied  that  they  will  respond  promptly  and  willingly. 

We  present  with  this  paper  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  will 
explain  itself.  It  shows  that  even  with  our  limited  resources,  your  board  has 
managed  thus  far  to  carry  forward  the  financial  affairs  of  the.  institution  with- 
out serious  embarrassment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gross,  PreHdent, 
John  B.  Roth,  Treasurtr, 
Edwabd  J.  Zahm,  Secretary, 
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JOHH  B.  BOTH,  T^nuurer,  m  ateount  with  Th^loffieal  Seminary  of  the  Reformed 

Church  m  the  UrMed  States. 

1884.  Pb. 

Oct.     1.     For  bftlanoe  due  per  aooonnt  rendered $  842  86 

2.        <*        "         *•    on  QuuTyrille  Bank  Stock 8  00 

2.       ••    Interest  8.  M.  Keen  to  Oct.  1,  '84 75  00 

Jacob  Heyser  on  account 87  60 

Kieffer  legacy 287  50 

Newton  GroiF  to  Oct.  1, '84 80  00 

J.  P.  Mayer  to  Oct  1,  '84. 90  00 

Urban  &  Burger  to  Oct.  1/84 105  00 

Killough  Mortgage  to  Not.  1/84 75  00 

St.  Stepben*B  Chapel  to  Oct.  29/84 42  00 

W.  H.  Riner  to  Oct.  1/84 80  00 

L.  P.  Titus  to  Oct.  1/84 9  00 

George  Sarbaugh  to  Oct  1,  '84 90  00 

Lane  &  Co.  to  Feb.  1/85 190  00 

Allemannia  Fire  Ins.  Co.  to  Jan.  1/85  ..   .  40  00 

Tobias  Royer  to  Feb.  1/85 15  00 

Loan ....  2  90 

Geo.  W.  Schroyer  to  Feb.  8/8B 105  00 

E.  S.  Stehman  to  Feb.  8,  '85 15  00 

John  Becker  to  Feb.  28,  *85 240  00 

A.  M.  Steacy  to  June  12/85 48  00 

Urban  &  Burger  to  April  1/85 105  00 

S.  M.  Keen  to  April  1/85 75  00 

Houseworth  Mort  to  April  1/85 45  00 

L.  P.  Titus  to  April  1/85 9  00 

W.  H.  Riner  to  April  1/85 80  00 

Jacob  Heyser  on  account 75  00 

Kieffer  legacy  to  April  1/85 287  50 

J.  P.  Mayer  to  April  1/85 90  00 

Newton  Groff  to  April  1/85 80  00 

Geo.  Sarbaugh  to  April  1/85 90  00 

John  Kepner  to  April  1/85 126  00 

G.  M.  Zahm  to  May  12/85 18  00 

J.  Robinson  to  April  25,  '85 60  00 

Carlisle  Classis  to  May  1,  '85 17  26 

Loan 47 

£.  M.  Killough  to  May  1/85 75  00 

Zion's  Classis  to  May  1/85 28  22 

P.  M.  Ermantrout  to  April  1/86 270  00 
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May  12.  For  Intorest  W.  Snsq.  ClassiB  on  acoouat 

••     18.  "  "  C.  Gerter  in  ftiU 

"    81.  '•  '<  £dw.  J.  Zahm  on  account 

June  6.  '*  *'  JuniaU  Classis  to  July  1,  '86 

16.  "  *«  Tobias  Royer  to  August  1, '86 

27.  "  "  Gettysburg  Classis  in  full 

July  8.  "  *•  E.  G.  Smith  in  full. .   .   .   .^ 

*•      8.  "  "  Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Bonds  to  June  1,  *86  .   .   , 

"      9.  ••  ««  Harrisburg  Bridge  Co.  to  July  1,  '86  . .   .   . 

'*    27.  "  "  J.  B.  Roth  to  April  1/86 

"    27.  "  "  Lane  &  Co.  to  Aug.  1/86 

"    27.  "  •*  Mercersburg  Classis  to  July  1,  *86  .  . 

Aug.  1.  '•  "  Edw.  J.  Zahm  to  April  1/86 

6.  **  "  Geo.  W.  Schroyer  to  Aug.  8/86 

8.  '*  *•  Lebanon  Classis  to  July  1,  86 

11.  '•  "  Schuylkill  Classia  to  July  1/86 

"    11.  '*  "  Jacob  Heyser  on  account. 

"    13.  "  "  G.  8.  Griffith  to  Jan.  1/86 

"    28.  ••  **  John  Becker  to  Aug.  28/86 

Sept  1.  ''  "  £.  S.  Stehman  to  Aug.  8/86 

"  10.  '«  «'  Lehigh  Classis  to  Oct.  1/86 

"  16.  ♦•  "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.D.,  to  July  4/86  ...   . 

Aug.  30.  «'  "  Adam  Keen  to  Oct.  1/86 

Sept.  23.  «'  *'  W.  Susq.  Classis  on  account 

"     26.  "  *'  W.  L.  Harbaugh  on  account 

•I     26.  "  "  F.  Schaum  Mort  to  Oct.  1/86 

29.  "  **  Mercersburg  Classis  per  ReT.  Wm.  Bi.  Deatrick. 

30.  "  '*  Houseworth  Mort  to  Oct.  1/86 

"     30.  "  Amount  of  Aid  Fund  transferred.  ......... 

$6,181.96 
1884.  Ca. 

Oct.     4.    By  Bills  paid  and  P.  O.  Stamps $    600 

"   F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.,  on  salary 160  00 

£.  y.  Gerhart,  D.  B.,  on  salary 200  00 

T.  G.  Apple.        "          "            200  00 

T.  G.  Apple,        "      January  1,  *86 176  00 

E.  V.  Gerhart,     "            "      11,  '86 176  00 

F.  A.  Gasi,           •'            ••       1,  '86 100  00 

BiU,  Apple  &  McKinstry 2  64 
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Stoner,  Shreiner  &  Co.  bill 80  88 

B.  B.  Hartin,  wood •   • 6  60 

**   E.  y.  Qerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  account  . .       .   .    200  00 
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Feb.  18.    By  T.  G.  Apple,  D.D.,  salaiy  account 200  00 

"     18.      "    F.  A.  Gast,           "               "               126  00 

Mar.  18.      <*   Jacob  Bauaman,  Treas.  F.  &  M.  CoL 150  00 

14.      **   Elopp  legacy  int.  pud  Oct.  1,  '84 40  00 

20.     "    John  L.  Arnold's  bill . 1  80 

"     20.     "    David  Miles*  bill 4  75 

Apr.    1.      "   E.  V.  Gerhart  to  Apr.  1/86 175  00 

1.     **    T.  G.  Apple           "        "      175  00 

"       1.      "   F.  A.  Gast             "        "      125  00 

18.  "    Inq.  Printing  Co.,  }  Catalogues 20  88 

28.     «•   C.  H.  Leonard's  WU 2  00 

May    1.     '<    Sprecher  &  Pfeiffer's  bill 1  91 

19.  «   £.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary  account 200  00 

19.  "   T.  G.  Apple,        "               "               .....  200  00 

19.     "   F.  A.  Gast,         ."               "              150  00 

June  12.     "   Bill  fence  repairs,  J.  M.  Ruck 9  00 

17.     "   Bill  roof  repairs,  E,V.G 5  90 

28.     "   Bill,  George  Steele 9  80 

23.      "   E.  V.  Gerhart  to  July  1,  *85 175  00 

28.     •*  Thoe.G.  Apple,  D.D.,  to  July  1, '85 175  00 

28.     •*   F.  A.  Gast  to  July  1,  '86 100  00 

July  28.     *<   Jacob  Bausman,  Treas.,  to  July  1,  '85 50  00 

81.     «   E.  V.  Gerhart,  B.  B.,  salary  account 200  00 

81.     «•   T.  G.  Apple,         "                "             200  00 

81.     "    F.  A.  Gast,           "                "             150  00 

81.  «   Interest  paid  Libraty  Fund  to  Oct.  1,  '85  .   .    .  79  19 

Aug.  15.     "   Paid  J.  B.  Roth,  salary  account 50  00 

Sept.  14.     ••   E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  B.,  to  Oct.  1,  '85 175  00 

14.      "   T.  G.  Apple         "                   "        175  00 

14.     "    F.  A.  Gast,           "                   "        100  00 

14.     «   J.  Bausman,  Treas.,  F.  &.  M.  Col 50  00 

14.     "   Klopp  legacy  interest  to  Oct.  1,  '85 40  00 
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"     18.      **    B.  B.  Martin's  Coal  bill 52  00 

"     28.     *'   John  B.  Roth's  salary  to  Oct.  1,  '85 50  00 


W.660.70 

Amount  Dr.  brought  forward. $5,181.96 

Amount  Cr.  brought  down 4,660.70 

Lancaster,  Oct.  1,  '85.    Balance  due  Theo.  Sem.  is 1521  26 

The  undersigned  auditing  committee,  haying  examined  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count and  compared  his  Touchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  October  6,  1885. 

Isaac  H.  Kikffbk, 

H.  M.  CooKi.ni. 
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JoBN  B.  Roth,  TVituurer,  m  account  with  Uhrary  Fund. 

1885. 

Oet.    1.    Amount  of  Principftl  of  if^ind  is    .   .    .' $2,069  96 

InTCflted  as  follows : 

In  Endowment  Fund $1,819  96 

John  Wiley,  Esq 600  00 

Edward  J.  Zahm,  Esq 250  00 

$2069  96 

1884.  Dr. 

Oct    1.    To  balance  due  per  account  rend $111  85 

Jul/  31,  *85.  To  Interest  from  endowment  fund  to  Oct.  1,  *85    79  19 

-iug.  1.  "         "  •«     E.  J.  Zahm  to  Apl.  1,  '85    .    .      15  00 

$206  04 

1884.  Cb. 

Oct  18.  By  amount  pd.  Femer's  bill $450 

XoT.    1.  "  "         "   Roy's        " 9  40 

5.  •'  "        •*   Femer's    " 63  06 

7.  "  "        *•    H.  L.  Trout  bill 2  00 

•*     18.  "  "         ••  Stoddart's      "      6  00 

**     22.  "  •«         "   Pilger  Buchhandlung 80 

Dec.  11.  "  "        ••   Appleton  &  Co 1  00 

1885. 

Jan.  23.  "  "        "  8.  H.  Zahm  &  Co 28  00 

**     "  "  •*        "   Appleton  &  Co 2  00 

Feb.  13.  "  «'        "   Encyclopedia  Brit. 6  00 

"    25.  ••  "        "   Appleton  &  Co 8  00 

Apl  4.  •«  "        «•   F.  W.  Christem 2  80 

*•     7.  •'  "        •'  Appleton  &  Co 2  00 

"     8.  "  "        "  C.  R.  Femer's  bUl 6  60 

♦'    17.  "  "        ••  Appleton  &  Co 6  00 

"   22.  "  ••        "  C.  R.  Femer's  bill 7  50 

Slay  4.  "  "        *•   Stoddart  &  Co 6  00 

'*     8.  •«  "         "   J.  H.  Parker  bill 8  00 

'•   22.  • F.  A.  Cast,  D.D.,  bUl 8  10 

iane  1.  "  •*         "  Appleton  &  Co.      "       6  00 

4.  "  "        "  J.  H.  Parker          "       1  60 

16.  •'  **  *•  8  years'  interest  on  Library     ...  80  00 

Jaly  1.  "  "        "  J.  H.  Parker  biU 6  50 

$210  75 
To  amount  Dr.  brought  down 206  04 

Oct.  1,  '85,  balance  due  Treasurer $      4  71 
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BTATBMBKT  or  SMALTZ  FUITD. 

De. 

Principal  is • $6000  00 

Oct  6,  '84.    To  interest  reod.  to  Oct.  1,  '84 $187  60 

Apl.  6,  *86.      "        "        "      "  Apl.  1,  '86 187  60 

I  275  00 

Ca. 
Oct.  6,  '84.    By  amount  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas  .   .   .  |187  60 
Apl.  6,  *86.      "        "        "      "        "         *»  "...    187  60 

$  276  00 

PITTSBURGH  PROP.   FUND. 

Principal  is $1718  80 

Interest  accounted  for  in  endowment  ftind  account. 

BUILDING  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

Principal  is $12,888  06 

Interest  accounted  for  in  endowment  lUnd  account. 

RNDOWMSNT  FUND  ACCOUNT. 

1886. 

Oct.  1.    Amount  of  principal  is      $68,224  76 

No  increase  to  Oct.  1/86. 

1886. 

Oct.  1.    Total  amount  of  ftinds  in  hands  of  Treasurer  is  as  follows : 

Endowment  fhnd $68,224  76 

Building          «• 12,888  06 

Smalts             •• 6,000  00 

Library            " 2,069  96 

Pittsburgh  prof,  ftind 1,718  80 

$89,896  07 

John  B.  Roth,  7Vra«. 

Theundersigned  auditing  committee  haying  examined  the  Treasurer's  account 

and  compared  his  Touchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  October  6, 1886. 

Isaac  H.  Kikffek, 
h.  m.  cocklin. 

aid  fund  of  thbological  8xmina&t. 
Receiyed.~1884. 

Not.  20.    From  H.  St.  John  Rinker $    800 

«<     22.        '•     Rey.  J.  A.  Hoffheins 3  S4 

Dec.    9.        "     Sulphur  Spring^Charge,  Rey.  Rupley.  Treas 6  00 

1886. 

Jan.    6.       "     Christ  Ref  d.  Cong.,  Philadelphia 22  88 
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Jul  12.  From  Loab  P.  Schirm«r,  Union  Mills,  Mgr 10  00 

*'    17.  <«  Rer.  J.  W.  Loto,  Treas.  Westmoreland  Claasis      ...  60  00 

"    28.  «<       *'    D.  B.  Sohneder,  Marietta  Charge 1  88 

Feb.  19.  <*     Jos.  H.  Apple,  D.D.,  Saegertown 4  25 

Mar.  14.  ''  Mrs.  and  Miss  Paul,  per  R.  F.  Kelker,  Harrisburg     .  2  00 

16.  '*  ReT.  Simon  8.  Miller,  Treas.  Maryland  Qassis    ...  78  28 

24.  •'     St.  John's  Cong.,  WilUamsport 4  00 

ApL  6.  "     U.  ProTidenoe  Charge,  Lancaster  Co 7  60 

«    22.  **     St.  Stephen's  Cong.,  Lancaster 6  00 

•«    28.  •<     ReT.  D.  W.  Hamish,  South  Bend  Charge 12  00 

Hajr  16.  •'     Sunbuty  Charge 6  00 

<«    19.  «'     Shrewsbury  Charge,  Rer.  A.  F.  Breisbach 12  00 

"    26.  '*     ReT.  D.  C.  Tobias'  Charge,  Lancaster  Co 2  00 

Jane  6.  "  Shellsburg  Charge,  $4.04,  and  ETerett  Charge,  $8. 70,  per 

F.  A.  Rupley,  Treas 7  74 

*'      "  '*  S.  S.  Association  of  St.  John's  Charge,  Martinsburg  .   .  8  50 

Jaly  6.  *<     ReT.  S.  T.  Wagner,  St.  John's  Charge 8  70 

Sep.  10.  *'  **     Simon  8.  Miller,  Treas.  Maryland  aassis  ....  28  00 

"    23.  •*     White  Deer  Charge,  per  Rot.  W.  A.  Haas 8  00 

$269  07 

The  amount  credited  as  reoeiTed  ftrom  Maryland  Classis,  per  Rot.  Simon  S. 

UiQer,  Treas.,  is  the  Synodical  Assessment  of  Potomac  Synod. 

John  B.  Roth,  Treeu, 
Lancaster,  Oct  1, 1886. 

(6)  Rip<frt  of  the  Board  of  Vmlort  of  TheologiaU  Saninaryfor  the  year  1884-85. 

TO  THB  STVOD   OP  TBI  BBPOEXKD   CHURCH   IN   THK  UMITKD   STATES. 

IhuB  Bbkthbh  :  The  undersigned  presents  the  following  as  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  for  the  past  year : 

The  Seminary  opened  on  the  first  Thursday  in  September,  1884,  and  con- 
tinued in  session,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  of  the  Board,  to  the  end  of  the 
year  in  May  last. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class,  six  in  number: 
GalTiB  R.  Bartholomew,  Julius  Fink,  Richard  F.  Oass,  Robert  0' Boyle,  Lewis 
Bobb  and  Oaear  Peter  Steckel.  Half  of  these  are  graduates  of  Franklin  and 
Ifarshall  College.  The  other  half  possessed  sufficient  classical  training  to  enable 
them  to  pursue  with  profit  the  branches  of  study  prescribed  in  the  course  of  in- 
rtmcteoB. 

The  Middle  Class  consisted  of  the  members  of  the  Junior  Class  of  the  prerious 
^esr,  together  with  Rufus  W.  Miller,  a  graduate  of  La  Fayette  College,  at 
EssioBf  Pa.,  who  presented  a  regular  dismission  from  Union  Theological  Semi- 
ury,  Kew  York,  and  entered  his  dass  ad  eundem. 
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The  members  of  the  Senior  Glass  having  finished  the  oourse  of  study  pre- 
scribed by  the  Synod,  and  haying  sustained  a  satisfiictory  examination  in  the 
presence  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  reoeiTed  the  usual  Testimonial  of  honorable 
dismission  at  the  anniTersary  of  the  Seminary  last  spring.  Their  names  are  as 
follows :  Henry  Ditzler,  Charles  R.  Femer,  Cyrus  M.  Hartxel,  William  £.  Hoy, 
Warren  J.  Johnson,  Jonathan  W.  Miller,  Lewis  Beiter  and  Peter  M.  Trezler, 
One  of  them  has  receiTed  an  appointment  to  labor  as  Missionary  in  Japan,  three 
as  Missionaries  in  the  home  field,  and  the  remaining  four  are  occupying  posts 
of  usefulness  in  regular  charges. 

There  were  thus  in  all  twenty-fiye  students  in  the  Seminary  during  the  year, 
eight  in  the  Senior,  eleyen  in  the  Middle  and  six  in  the  Junior  Class. 

The  Board  attended  the  oral  examinations  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  care- 
fully examined  the  papers  prepared  at  the  written  examinations.  These  were 
satisfactory,  and  gave  evidence  that  the  students  were  diligent  and  fiuthfiil 
in  their  studies  and  in  the  improTement  of  their  time. 

The  moral  and  religious  conduct  of  the  students,  with  one  exception,  was 
such  as  to  commend  itself  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  faculty.  They 
sought  in  various  ways  to  improve  the  tone  of  piety  in  the  institutions,  and  by 
their  Missionary  meetings  to  awaken  and  intensify  the  spirit  of  missions  among 
themselves  and  others.  The  exception  referred  to  was  Mr.  Fink,  who,  although 
he  came  to  the  Seminary  with  satisfiictory  testimonials,  proved  himself  an- 
worthy  and  was  expelled  from  the  institution. 

On  the  whole,  the  past  year  has  been  a  season  of  prosperity  to  our  school 
of  the  prophets,  and,  as  in  years  gone  by,  it  has  supplied  its  quota  of  new 
laborers  in  the  ministry.  The  supply,  however,  has  not  been  equal  to  the  de- 
mand, and  our  prayers  should  continue  to  ascend  that  God  may  send  more 
laborers  into  the  harvest  fields. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  October  1,  1885.  Theodoeb  Appbl,  Secretary, 

(c.)  R^ori  of  the  Board  of  Education, 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  account  with  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

Cb. 

By  Balance  in  Treasury,  October  1,  1884 $1858  62 

By  Cash  per  Treasurer,  Tohickon  Classis 296  89 

*<                   "          East  Pennsylvania  Classis    ....  810  00 

'                             "                   <*          Board  of  Publication,  interest    .   .  180  84 

I                             *(        from  Whitemarsh  Congregation 80  00 

"  «    J.    Miely,    Treas.    Synod,    Gerhart   Legacy 

Fund,  interest 6  00 

"  "J.   B.  Roth,  Treas.    Theological    Seminary, 

Smalts  Fund,  interest 137  50 
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Bj  Ouh  from  J.  B.  Roth,  Troas.,  Theological  Seminary, 

Klopp  Legacy,  interest 80  00 

Harrisburg  Bank,  dividends 22  60 

**    Bey.  L.  D.  Steckel,  refunded  in  full   ...    .  152  00 

•*    Rey.  J.  A.  Peters,  refunded  in  AiU 10  00 

«•     Bey.  J.  Botterer,  refunded  in  full 515  00 

••        «•    Bey,  G.  C.  Hall,  reftinded  in  ftill 500  00 

"        •<     Bey.  O.  W.  Snyder,  reftinded  in  part    ...        25  00 

IS618  86 

Dr. 

To  Guh  paid  beneficiaries  of  Tohickon  Classis 1296  89 

'*        East  Pennsylyania  Classis    ....      810  00 

'<        SmalU  Fund 875  00 

••        General  Fund 1067  00 

Bey.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D.,  Salary 20  00 

Expenses  of  Treasurer  to  Lancaster 4  55 

"        Beformed  Church  Publication  Board  Loan  .    .      500  00 

Balance  in  Treasury 1045  91 

$8618  85 

This  certifies  thai  the  undersigned  has  examined  the  above  account  of  the 

Treasorer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  compared  it  with  accompanying 

voochers,  and  that  he  finds  it  correct. 

TnBODOBK  Appkl. 

IL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Semiuary  to  whom  the  foregoing 
docamentB  have  been  referred,  submitted  their  report.  The  report 
was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tour  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  beg  leaye  to  offer  the  following 
report: 

The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  are  as  follows :  The  Beport  of  the  Board 
of  Tisitors ;  the  Beport  of  the  Treasurer  ;  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  Beport  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Education. 

1.  From  the  Beport  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  your  committee  learn  with 
pleasure  that  our  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster  is  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, thai  the  number  of  Students  in  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  en- 
cooragiiig,  and  that  the  deportment  and  diligence  in  study  haye  been  highly 
eramendable. 

The  missionary  spirit  awakened  in  the  Institution  is  worthy  of  special  notice 
tad  indicates  a  religious  condition  which  is  hopeftil  for  the  church  and  gratii^- 
iagto  its  friends. 

2.  From  the  Treasurer's  Beport,  we  learn  that  the  receipts  for  the  Seminary 
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from  all  sources  daring  the  year,  amount  to$5,18Y.P6,  and  the  expenditure 
to  $4,660.70,  leaying  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $521.26. 

The  amount  recelTod  for  the  Relief  Fund  has  fiJlen  off  very  much  during  the 
year,  and  has  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  annual  deficit  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  Institution.  The  amount  receiyed  the  last  year  was  $275.07,  and  the 
amount  received  the  year  preyious  $1662.11. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  calls  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
Seminary  property.  The  houses  of  the  Professors  need  to  be  painted  and  otherwise 
improTod,  and  the  fence  around  the  grounds  haying OaUen  yety  much  into  decay, 
needs  to  be  rebuilt. 

The  Board  proposes  a  plan  by  which  the  ftinds  needed  for  such  repairs  and  to 
meet  the  annual  deficit  in  the  relief  fhnd,  may  be  raised ;  which  your  commit- 
tee would  reccommend  for  adoption  by  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Reaohedt  that  the  three  Synods  raise  annually,  for  the  ensuing  two  years, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  annual  deficit 
in  the  regular  expenditures  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  of  supplying  the 
money  needed  for  necessary  repairs. 

2.  Resolved,  that  of  this  amount,  the  Synod  of  the  V.  S.  agreed  annually  for 
two  years,  to  raise  fiye  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  raise  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  and  further,  that  each  Synod  shall  appor- 
tion the  amount  assumed  among  its  classes,  earnestly  requesting  them,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  to  pay  the  amounts  thus  apportioned  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  The- 
ologioal  Seminary. 

Resolved,  That  the  aboye-named  sum  of  fiye  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  as- 
sumed by  this  Synod  and  apportioned  among  the  seyeral  classes. 

Resolved^  that  the  Synod  recommend  the  Theological  Seminary  to  the  liberal 
support  of  our  churches  and  urge  upon  its  pastors  the  importance  of  presenting 
the  claims  of  this  Institution  fVom  their  pulpits. 

RespectJfUUy  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdeb,  Chairman, 

In  connection  with  thissulject  the  following  action  was  taken : 

Resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  requested 

to  have  all  judgments  now  in  their  hands  as  security  for  ftinds  loaned,  put   on 

record  without  delay. 

REPORT  OF  THE  OOMinTTEB    ON  ADDITIONAL  PROFEBSORSHIP  IN  THB- 

OLOOICAL    SEMINARY. 

Under  the  first  item  of  Beport  of  Minutes  of  Synod,  the  follow- 
ing report  was  received  and  adopted : 

Your  committee  would  beg  leaye  to  submit  the  following  report  of  progress  : 
To  reach  a  common  understanding  of  the  work  referred  to  us,  and  of  the 


29 

plan  to  be  adopted  by  us  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  work,  a  meeting  was 
held  in  the  Lecture  Room  of  the  First  Reformed  Church,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  early 
in  the  month  of  January.  At  this  meeting  all  the  members  were  present,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Rot.  Dr.  J.  E.  Hiester. 

The  organization  of  the  committee  was  completed  by  the  appointment  of  Rot. 
A.  C.  Whitmer,  as  Secretary,  and  Elder  George  W.  Hensel,  as  Treasurer.  The 
day  was  spent  in  earnest  and  practical  discussion  of  the  subject  in  hand,  and  it 
WIS  apparent  from  the  spirit  manifested  that  each  member  was  determined  to 
4o  his  full  duty,  and  to  secure,  if  possible,  with  God's  blessing,  the  consumma- 
tion so  much  to  be  desired.  Each  one  felt,  not  only  that  the  church  owed  it  to 
its  oldest  Theological  Institution  to  increase  its  facilities  to  enlarge  its  circle  for 
good  by  the  endowment  of  an  additional  professorship ;  but  also  that  the  time 
bad  come  fuid  that  the  church  was  ripe  for  the  accotnpUshment  of  this  work,  in 
the  near  fbture. 

To  awaken  the  church  to  an  apprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  present  moye- 
ment,  as  well  as  to  its  necessity,  it  was  deemed  politic  by  your  committee  to 
request  of  the  Rot.  Dr.  £.  V.  Gerhart  to  reduce  to  writing  his  excellent  address 
on  the  floor  of  Synod,  beliering  it  to  contain  largely  the  information  needed. 
About  seTen  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  printed  address,  together  with  four 
thousand  copies  of  a  synopsis  of  the  address,  were  accordingly  circulated 
throu^ont  the  church  by  the  Tarious  members  of  the  committee.  Sermons  were 
preached  on  the  subject ;  the  attention  of  the  yarious  classes  was  called  to  the 
ifflportance  of  an  earnest  co-operaUon  with  the  members  of  the  committee  repre- 
senting each  claasis.  1*he  seed  has  been  sown  in  good  faith,  members  of  the 
church  have  been  challenged  in  the  name  of  God  to  do  their  taW  duty  in  this 
matter.  The  great  Head  of  the  church  will  see  to  it  that  we  shall  reap  iu  due 
season,  if  we  faint  not.  Has  He  not  promised  to  reward  earnest  and  honest 
labor  done  in  His  name  and  in  the  fear  of  God  ? 

&iooaraging  reports  are  receiyed  from  time  to  time,  now  fVom  the  one  and 
then  f^m  the  other,  each  one  breathing  a  spirit  of  confidence  in  the  final  result 
It  Lb  true,  not  much  that  is  tangible  has  yet  been  announced,  but  promises  haye 
been  giTen  in  quite  a  number  of  instances,  to  be  realized  not  many  days  hence. 
Belleyizig  that  some  fHends  of  the  moyement  might  prefer  to  giye  their  bond 
f)r  a  certain  amount,  meanwhile  paying  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  and 
making  the  principal  ayailable  at  some  fiiture  time,  a  number  of  such  bonds  in 
bUnk  form  were  procured  by  the  Treasurer  and  distributed.  The  encouraging 
result  i4>peaT8  in  the  fact  that  one  such  bond  for  one  thousand  dollars,  has  been 
already  assumed  by  the  Reformed  congregation  of  Shamokin,  Rey.  T.  J.  Hacker, 
psstor.  For  this  noble  example,  the  credit  is  largely  due  to  Brother  George  B. 
beehant,  of  the  committee,  aided,  of  course,  by  the  worthy  pastor.  Who  will 
next  follow  this  example  ?  What  wealthy  member  of  our  reformed  Zion  will  be 
ihe  first  to  announce  his  offering  of  |10,000,  or  |6000,  or  ^000,  or  $1000  ? 

VooT  committee  proposes  to  go  forward  in  this  great  and  important  work, 
trusting  in  God*8  help  to  accomplish  it,  perhaps  not  in  two  years,  nor  in  fiye 
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years,  but  to  accomplish  it  I  How  soon  it  will  be  accomplished  will  depend,  of 
course,  upon  the  interest  felt  in  it  by  the  ministry  and  members  generally.  A 
word  can  now  and  then  be  spoken,  an  influence  exerted,  a  little  effort  made  with 
the  prayer  for  diTine  blessing,  and  aboTe  all,  an  example  set  which  must  and 
will  tell  mightily  in  hastening  the  happy  consummation. 

The  committee  is  yet  constituted  as  appointed  by  Synod,  with  the  following 
exceptions : 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  £.  Hiester,  of  Lebanon  Classis,  having  resigned  for  what  were 
believed  satisfactory  reasons,  Elder  John  Heilman  was  substituted ;  Rev.  H. 
Mosser,  of  Schuylkill  Classis,  also  insisting  upon  his  resignation,  your  commit- 
tee failed,  after  several  efforts,  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This  leaving  Schuylkill  Clas- 
sis without  representation  on  the  committee,  we  wonld  most  earnestly  beg  the 
Synod,  during  its  present  sessions,  to  appoint  some  substitute  and  thereby  fill 
the  vacancy  thus  created.    Asking  for  the  prayers  and  the  help  of  the  church. 

Respectfully  submitted,  S,  G.  Waqnsb. 

The  Committee  on  Additional  Professorships  in  the  Theological  Seminary  was 
continued  with  instructions  to  put,  if  possible,  an  effident  agent  in  the  field  and 
pay  him  a  liberal  commission. 

Rev.  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  of  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill,  was  elected  a  member  o^ 
this  committee  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Rev.  H. 
Mosser. 

MEMBEBS   COMSTITUTING   THE    BOARD   OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL   SBMINABT. 

Board  of  Visitors, — Revs.  Amos  R.  Kremer,  D.D.,  Theodore  Appel,  D.D., 
Daniel  M.  Wolff,  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.D., Charles  G. 
Fisher,  £.  R.  Eshbach,  D.D.,  W.  R.  H.  Deatrich,  J.  0.  Miller,  D.D.,  Thomas  C. 
Porter,  D.D.,  Albert  E.  Truxal  and  J.  F.  Snyder. 

Board  oj  TnuUes. — Daniel  W.  Cross,  John  B.  Roth,  George  Z.  Kunkle,  Charles 
Santee,  George  W.  Hensel,  John  Heilman,  Aaron  G.  Renninger,  Eugene  G. 
Smith,  George  Hill,  Louis  Markell,  Israel  Loucks,  Henry  Wirt,  Henry  W. 
Shriver,  Charles  A.  Shultz,  Isaac  H.  Eieffer,  Thomas  G.  Craig,  W.J.  Baer,  W.  R. 
Bamhart.  — — — 

AKTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

I.    REPORT  OF  THE  TRI-SYNODICAL  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  ike  United  States, 
Fathers  and  Brethren :    We  herewith  transmit  to  your  reverend  body   the 
annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Mis^iona  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

We  commend  these  documents  to  your  careful  consideration.  There  is  evi- 
dently a  deeper  interest  manifested  on  the  whole  question  of  missions  throughout 
our  Church.  The  contributions  to  this  object  during  the  past  year  were  larger 
than  the  previous  year.  The  new  missions  to  be  established  in  several  of  the 
large  cities  of  the  West,  and  the  work  in  g^eueral  undertaken  by  the  Board  for 
the  coming  year  will  require  increased  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Chixrch. 
Our  prayer  is  that  the  Gread  Head  of  the  Church  may  guide  you  in  your  coaa- 
sels  and  bless  our  Home  Mission  Work.    Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  0.  Miller,  Fretident, 

W.  H.  H.  Sntdeb,  Seeretaty, 
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n.  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  MISSIONS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1884-B5. 

To  Ae  Revrrend  Synods  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the  Potomac,  and  of  the  United  States : 
RupscTKD  Brbtbbsn  : — ^The  Superintendent  of  Missions  hereby  presents  to 

joor  honorable  bodies  his  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  progress  and  present 

condition  of  the  missions  under  the  care  of  your  Board. 
Of  the  misBions  under  the  superrision  of  the  Board,  81  are  in  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania^  1  in  New  York,  2  in  Maryland,  1  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  6 

in  Virginia,  2  in  Delaware,  4  in  North  Carolina,  4  in  Kansas,  1  in  Nebraska,  3 

in  Iowa,  8  in  California,  4  in  Oregon,  1  in  Washington  Territory,  and  1  in  Chili, 

South  America,  64  in  all. 

PBNNSTLYAXIA. 

Graee  Ckurek,  Easton, — Under  the  Board  nine  years.  One  congregation. 
Members,  107.  S.  S.  scholars,  115.  Baptisms,  16.  Additions,  12.  Losses, 
5.  BeneToleot  contributions,  f  43.  Congregational  purposes,  f  700.  Value  of 
property,  ^,000.     No  debt.    Attendance  at  Church  and  Sunday-school  good. 

Owing  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  of  the  congregation  repairs  have 
been  made  to  the  church  and  paid  for,  with  some  funds  left  in  the  treasury. 
With  the  blessing  of  Qod,  this  mission  seems  to  be  firmly  established,  and,  as 
rhe  pastor  belioTes,  is  on  the  way  to  final  success.  Its  prospects  are  becoming 
brighter.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year,  $225.  Pastor,  D.  Y. 
Heisler,  D.  D.  Commissioned  in  1876. 

SaUm*s  Church,  Catasauqua, — Organized  in  1878  or  1874.  One  concpregation. 
Members,  170.  8.  S.  scholars,  220.  Baptisms,  12.  Additions,  20.  Losses, 
by  remoraU,  14.  For  benevolence,  $50.  Local  objects,  $450.  Value  of  prop- 
erty, $10,000.  Debt  small,  and  soon  to  be  paid  off.  Two  bencTolent  societies 
in  the  congregation.      Church  papers  circulated  among  the  members. 

This  mission  has  suffered  from  the  hard  times  and  the  want  of  employment 
among  the  members.  The  health  of  the  pastor  has  compelled  him  to  abstain 
from  preaching  for  the  present,  but  he  remains  in  the  field,  exercises  pastoral 
oTeraight,  and  has  made  arrangements  to  have  his  pulpit  regularly  supplied. 
The  means  of  grace  are  well  attended,  and  the  members  sympathize  with  the 
{Astor  in  his  afflictions.  They  are  all  united  in  the  work  of  the  church.  When 
the  times  improTc  the  mission  will  make  more  rapid  progress  towards  self-sup- 
port. Appropriation  last  year,  $350.  This  year,  $250.  J.  J.  Crist,  pastor. 
Commissioned  in  spring  of  1877. 

Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Stroudshurg, — Organized  May  17,  1882.  One  congre- 
gation. Members,  45.  8.  S.  scholars,  60.  For  bencTolence,  $15.  For  congre- 
gatioBal  purposes  $2,000.  Value  of  property,  $8,000.  Indebtedne8s,$l,400. 
The  new  church  was  dedicated  in  November  last,  forming  an  interesting 
epoch  in  the  progress  of  the  mission.  It  is  a  handsome  building,  and  is  much 
admired.  The  mission  may  be  considered  as  well  established,  and  its  prospects 
are  eoeoaraging.  The  pastor  is  stiU  under  the  necessity  of  supplying  several 
congregations  in  the  country,  which,  with  the  depressed  financial  affairs  in  the 
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community,  bus  been  a  drawback  to  tbe  deyelopment  of  tbe  mission.  A  prom- 
ising catechetical  class  has  Just  been  formed.  Appropriation  last  year,  $275. 
This  year,  $275.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Kerschner. 

Bangor,  ^T^o  congregations.  Members,  176.  S.  S.  scholars,  250.  Bap- 
tisms, 20.  Additions,  24.  Losses,  6.  For  beneTolence,  $25.  For  local  objects, 
$500.  Other  statistics  not  giren.  The  mission  is  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $800.    This  year,  $275.    Pastor,  J.  6.  Neff. 

West  Philadelphia,  The  Church  of  the  Stranger9,^)ne  congregation.  Members, 
50.  S.  S.  scholars,  60.  Baptisms,  2.  Additions,  4.  Losses,  2.  For  benoTO- 
lence,  $100.  Congregational  purposes,  $570.  Collected  in  other  churches,  for 
lot  and  chapel,  $2,000.  The  old  property  was  sold  some  time  ago  for  $2,200, 
and  after  the  mortgage  resting  on  it  was  paid  off,  a  balance  of  $1,070,  was  left 
for  the  new  enterprise.  The  new  chapel,  which  promises  to  be  an  inriting 
place  of  worship,  in  a  desirable  part  of  the  city,  is  now  under  roof,  and  ia  ex- 
pected to  be  ready  for  use  in  October.  Much  of  the  time  of  the  pastor  was  oc- 
cupied during  the  year  in  traveling  about,  soliciting  money  for  the  new  church, 
which  prevented  him,  in  a  measure,  firom  attending  to  his  duties  as  pastor ;  still 
the  spiritual  interests  of  the  mission  are  said  to  be  encouraging.  A  new  and 
more  hopeful  spirit  has  taken  possession  of  the  members.  After  the  new  church  is 
finished  and  paid  for,  it  is  belieyed  that  it  will  not  be  long  until  the  mission  be- 
comes self-sustaining.  Appropriation  last  year,  $800.  This  year,  $800.  Pastor, 
G.  H.  Johnston.     Commissioned  January  1,  1884. 

LafudaU,^Th\a  is  a  new  mission  lately  organized,  taken  under  the  care  of 
the  Board  by  the  request  of  the  Clasais  of  Tohickon.  One  congregation.  Mem- 
bers, 60.  B.  S.  scholars,  200.  Since  May  Ist,  one  baptism  and  one  addition 
t4>  the  church.  For  bencTolence,  $10.  Value  of  property,  $5,500.  Indebted* 
ncRB,  $1,800.  Lansdale  is  a  thriring  railroad  town,  where  Reformed  members 
will  come  to  reside  in  the  future.  The  congregation  was  formerly  part  of  a  charge, 
but  it  suffered  from  the  want  of  more  preaching  and  pastoral  care.  It 
is  now  properly  prorided  for  and  the  prospects  are  that  i}  will  grow  and  in- 
crease. The  new  pastor  was  thankftilly  welcomed  by  the  members,  and  an 
interesting  catechetical  class  has  been  started,  which  is  still  increasing.  Both 
pastor  and  people  are  much  encouraged,  and  if  properly  sustained  for  a  few 
years  the  mission  will  no  doubt  be  able  to  proyide  for  itself,  and  then  assist 
others.  Appropriation,  $800.  Pastor,  J.  J.  Bothrock,  commissioned  May  1, 
1885. 

Reading^  bt,  iS'^A^'f.—Organized  March  16,  1888.  One  congregation. 
Members,  124.  S.  S.  scholars,  811.  Baptisms,  14.  Additions,  36.  Losses,  3. 
For  beneyolenee,  $81.  For  congregational  purposes,  $675.  Value  of  property, 
$6,700.  Indebtedness  on  ground,  $8,000.  Attendance  good.  A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  membership  show  commendable  zeal  in  all  church  work.  The  pastor 
feels  much  encouraged,  and  regards  the  prospects  of  the  mission  for  the  future 
yery  encouraging.  Appropriation  last  year,  $250.  This  year,  $250.  Pastor, 
C.  8.  Gerhard,  commissioned  Noy.  1,  1883. 
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Second  Reformed  Ckurcht  ffarritburff, — Orgaaiaed  in  1864.  One  congregation. 
Members,  119.  S.  8.  seholars,  200.  Baptisms,  12.  Additions,  17.  Losses,  9. 
For  beneToience,  |114.  For  local  objects,  $2,046.  Value  of  property,  $9,000. 
Indebtedness,  $900,  jnst  assumed. 

Daring  the  past  year  this  mission  has  been  successful  in  the  erection  of  a 
handsome  parsonage  on  the  ground  belonging  to  the  church,  at  a  cost  of  about 
12,000,  on  which  it  has  paid  about  $1,200,  pledged  or  already  paid.  This  move- 
ment  has  had  a  good  effect  on  the  congregation,  and  giyen  it  a  new  impulse.  It 
hss  now  the  prospect  of  becoming  self-supporting  at  no  distant  day.  The  mission 
iiss  made  encouraging  prc^^ress  during  the  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200. 
This  year,  $200.    Pastor,  G.  W.  Snyder,  commissioned  April  1,  1878. 

Zwingli  German  MMon,  Hearuhurg, — One  congregation.  Members,  72.  S.  S. 
scholars,  40.  Bapttsms,  6.  Additions,  21.  Losses,  1.  For  benevolence,  $10. 
For  congregational  purposes,  $545.  Value  of  property,  $8,000.  Indebtedness, 
11,200.  No  reduction.  During  the  year  the  church  has  been  improTed  in 
appearance,  and  with  this  outward  progress  there  has  been  a  corresponding 
progress  in  the  spiritual  life  of  the  congregation.  With  the  encouragement  of 
Clusis,  the  missionary  is  at  present  making  an  effort  to  remove  the  indebted- 
oess.  Pastor  and  people  are  encouraged.  Appropriation  last  year,  $100.  This 
year,  $100.     Pastor,  John  Kuelllng,  D.D.,  commissioned  July  1,  1884. 

SudUm  Miuian, — Organized  in  February,  1884.  This  mission  has  been 
supplied  with  preaching  regularly,  every  two  weeks,  by  the  Superintendent 
Mmaelf,  or  under  his  direction.  The  movement  started  last  year  to  secure  the 
means  to  erect  a  chapel  was  postponed  until  a  missionary  could  be  secured  to 
take  diarge  of  the  mission.  The  efforts  made  to  secure  a  suitable  pastor  also  failed. 
Ike  memben  are  discouraged,  and  think  it  would  be  best  to  suspend  the  ser- 
▼Mes  every  two  weeks,  until  the  mission  is  prepared  to  make  a  new  start  under 
more  &Torable  anspiees.  Tne  congregation  consists  of  from  thirty  to  forty 
niesbers,  all  in  limited  circumstances,  but  worthy  and  consistent  members  of 
the  Beilbrmed  Church.  If  they  could  be  assisted  in  erecting  a  chapel,  costing 
from  $1,500  to  $3,000,  and  could  be  supplied  with  a  pastor  soon,  we  believe  the 
mJMkm  would  be  snoccssftil.    Vacant. 

Dmmeannpn  Mismon. — Organised  as  a  mission  about  thirteen  years  ago^  Three 
fongregaiiona,  at  Duncannon,  Marysville  and  Dellville  respectively.  Members, 
Ul.  S.  8.  aeholars,  140.  Baptisms,  6.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  4.  For 
'xnevolence,  $80.  For  local  otjects,  $ — .  Value  of  property,  about  $6000. 
5o  indebtedness.  Sunday-school  literature  well  circulated  in  the  congregation. 
The  ^«rge  has  made  a  slow,  but  substantial  progress  during  the  year.  Appro- 
pnatsoo  laat  year,  $150.  This  year,  $150.  Pastor,  J.  R.  Lewb,  commis- 
funwd  July  1,  1882. 

Sl  J^ktkt  Ckitrek,  WiUianuport. — One  congregation.  Members,  108.  S.  S. 
fdioian,  100.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  84.  Losses,  4.  For  benevolent  ob« 
j«eta.  $50.  For  local  objects,  $3400.  Value  of  property,  $10,750.  Indebted- 
baa,  $1800.     The  new  church,  which  was  dedicated  on  the  7th  of  June  last,  ?s 
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ample  and  attractive.  This  mission  has  made  substantial  progress  daring 
the  past  year.  The  attendance  at  church  and  the  Sunday-school  has  been  reg 
ularly  increasing  since  the  congregation  commenced  to  worship  in  the  new 
church.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting,  the  8.  S.  teachers*  meeting  and  the  mis- 
sionaiy  society  are  well  attended.  Organized  in  1882.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $150.    This  year,  fl50.    Pastor,  D.  H.  Leader. 

Lock  Haven, — Two  congregations.  Members,  160  S.  S  scholars,  225. 
Baptisms,  8.  Additions,  18.  Losses,  12.  For  benevolence,  $56.  Congrega- 
tional purposes,  $911.  Value  of  church  property,  $8000.  Indebtedness,  $1 12. 
Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $512.  The  mission  has  made  substantial  progress 
during  the  year.  All  the  families  were  visited  four  times  a  year,  once  at  least 
previous  to  each  communion.  Last  January  the  ladies  formed  a  Mite  Society, 
which  has  been  successful  in  raising  money  to  liquidate  the  remaining  indebt- 
edness on  the  church.  The  members  have  been  liberal  in  their  contributions  to 
the  support  of  the  church  in  their  circumstances.  Many  of  them  have  been 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  tbe  stagnation  in  the  lumber  trade.  When  the 
times  improve,  of  which  there  is  no  immediate  prospect,  the  mission 
will  make  more  rapid  strides  towards  self-support.  Still  even  during  the  strin- 
gency of  the  present  the  pastor  has  good  reasons  to  be  encouraged.  Appropri- 
ation last  year,  $275.  For  the  coming  year,  $275.  0.  W.  Gerhard,  pastor, 
commissioned  September  1,  1883. 

Overton  MtMionf  in  Bradford  and  Sullivan  Oountiet, — Three  congregations, — 
Overton,  Dushore  and  £lkland.  Members,  180.  S.  S.  scholars,  75.  Baptisms,  24. 
Additions,  28.     Losses,  8.     One  student  for  the  ministry.     For  benevolence, 
$47.     For  congregational  purposes,  $330.    Value  of  property  at  present,  $2000. 
Indebtedness,  $150.    The  congregation  at  Overton  has  at  length  united  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  church,  which  was  much  needed,  the  corner-stone  of  which 
was  laid  during  the  month  of  September.     The  congregation  at  Dushore  ia  still 
without  a  house  of  worship,  but  an  effort  is  on  foot  to  erect  one,  and  about  $400 
have  been  subscribed  for  that  purpose.    The  Classis  has  allowed  the  pastor  to 
collect  still  further  funds  in  its  congregations  for  this  object,  and  he  reports 
that  the  canvass  just  commenced  has  shown   good   results.    The  mission  is 
making  progress,  and  has  every  reason  to  expect  that  under  the  present  pastor&l 
«are  it  will  in  a  few  years  become  successfully  established.    Appropriation  1a<;t 
jear,  $125.    This  year,  $125.     Pastor,  C.  M.  Mutschler,  commissioned  January 
1,1882. 

Orbiaonia. — ^Three  congregations.  Members,  108.  S.  S.  scholars,  60.  Bap> 
tisms,  7.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  11.  For  benevolence,  $38.  For  congreg:a> 
tional  purposes,  $220.  Value  of  church  property,  $3500.  Indebtedness,  $50. 
No  reduction.  Each  congregation  owns  its  own  church  building.  Organizetl 
as  a  mission  in  1876.  The  present  pastor  has  been  one  year  in  the  field,  anil 
under  his  efficient  management  the  mission  seems  to  hare  made  a  new  start « 
Peace,  harmony  and  good  order  prevail.  Attention  has  been  paid  to  make  llie 
churches  attractive,     Pi-operty  has  been  repaired,  a  new  organ  has  been  Ixitro- 
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daeed  into  one  of  tke  churches,  and  one  contemplated  in  another.  The  charge 
needs  a  parsonage,  and  as  soon  as  one  is  secured,  which  ought  to  be  during  the 
coming  year,  the  charge  will  be  nearly  or  quite  self-supporting.  Appropriation 
hut  year,  ^150.  For  coming  year,  $160.  Pastor,  N.  F.  Peters,  eommissioned 
September  1, 1884. 

Shenandoah, — After  a  change  of  pastor  this  mission  became  self-sustaining 
daring  the  past  year. 

SL  Luk^9f  Lancaster f  Pa. — One  congregation.  Organiied  January,  1879, 
with  8  members.  Present  membership,  80.  S.  S.  scholars,  280.  Baptisms, 
23.  Additions,  7, — all  heads  of  families.  For  beneyolence,  f  15.76.  For  con- 
gregational purposes,  |488.60.  Value  of  property,  ^800.  No  debt.  Church 
papers  taken,  828.  A  Willing  Workers'  Aid  Society,  which  meets  monthly  at 
the  homes  of  the  members,  was  organized  during  the  past  year.  The  mission 
has  been  fruitful  during  the  past  five  years,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality. 
During  that  period  the  increase  in  efficient  members  has  been  fiTe  times,  and  in 
offerings  seyen  times.  The  members  are  all  poor,  but  their  contributions  to 
the  support  of  the  pastor  have  been  increasing  yearly.  Owing  to  the  hard  times 
the  project  of  purchasing  additional  ground  in  order  to  enlarge  the  chapel — 
something  very  much  needed — has  not  as  yet  been  carried  out.  As  times  im- 
proTe  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  accomplished.  Appropriation  last  year,  f  800. 
This  year,  $800.    Pastor,  W.  F.  Lichliter,  commissioned  June  1,  1886. 

Marietta. — Mission  organized  in  1878.  One  congregation.  Membeis,  181. 
8.  S.  Scholars,  146.  Baptisms,  22.  Additions,  18.  Losses,  14.  For  benevo- 
lenee,  $26.  For  congregational  purposes,  $898.  Has  an  interest  in  a  union 
church,  of  which  it  has  the  exclusive  use,  worth  about  $8,000.  No  indebted- 
ness. The  congregation  is  predominantly  American,  but  it  has  prorided  regular 
Berrices  for  foreign  Germans,  which  are  duly  appreciated.  The  general  de- 
pression in  business  has  been  felt  more  particularly  in  Marietta,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  the  Reformed  mission.  With  the  blessing  of  God,  however,  the 
miflsioii  has  been  enabled  to  hold  its  own,  and  to  make  some  advance  in  spir- 
itual life.  Appropriation  last  year,  $100.  This  year,  $100.  Pastor  D.  B. 
Schneder.    Commissioned,  June  16,  1888. 

CUar  Ridge,  Bedford  Co. — ^Three  congregations.  Members,  102.  Sunday- 
sdiool  Bcholars,  90.  Baptisms,  16.  Additions,  20.  Losses,  4.  For  be- 
ncvolenee,  $46.66.  Local  objects  not  given.  Value  of  property,  $1700. 
Indebtedness  still  $263.  No  reduction.  18  Messengers.  This  mission  is 
growing  in  spiritual  strength  and  in  numbers,  but  the  almost  entire  failure  of 
tbe  wheat  crop  within  the  bounds  of  the  charge,  during  the  present  year,  will 
emhttrraas  the  members  in  giving  the  pastor  his  promised  support  during  the 
enning  year.  We  may  hope  that  divine  grace  will  be  sufficient  to  enable 
them  to  endure  the  burden  when  it  comes,  and  sustain  their  churches  with 
Chrialian  self-denial.  Then  the  blessing  will  be  so  much  the  (greater  after- 
wards. Appropriation  last  year,  $160.  For  the  coming  year,  $160.  D.  G. 
iQein,  Pastor.     Commissioned  July  1,  1884. 
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Sulphur  Spring  Mution,  Bedford  Oo, — Organised  in  1876.  Three  oongrega- 
tionfl;  one  at  Mann's  Choice,  one  on  Dry  Ridge,  and  Sehroyer^B  Church. 
Members,  238.  S.  8.  scholars,  106.  Baptisms,  12.  Addiiions,  9.  Losses,  3. 
Value  of  property,  $3,000.    No  indebtedness.     Further  statistics  not  giTen. 

After  the  withdrawal  of  the  former  pastor  this  mission  became  vacant  for 
several  months  until  the  month  of  May,  when  it  was  again  supplied.  The 
present  pastor  reports  that  the  prospects  of  the  mission  are  encouraging. 
Catechetical  classes  have  been  established  in  all  three  of  the  congregation s^ 
with  some  thirty  catechumens  in  attendance.  The  attendance  on  public  wor- 
ship is  good.  Appropriation  last  year,  %\bO,  This  year,  $150.  Pastor  S.  C. 
Long.    Commissioned,  May  1,  1885. 

WUVa  Oreek  Misiion,  Bedford  andSomereet  C^btm^iM.— Organized  in  1881.  Yaeani 
for  seven  months,  but  supplied  until  March  1,  1885,  when  the  present  pastor 
took  charge  of  it.  Four  congregations.  Members,  225.  8.  S.  Scholars,  180. 
Baptisms,  6.  Additions  since  last  March,  25.  Losses,  16.  For  benevolence, 
$68.61.  For  congregational  purposes,  $620.  Value  of  property  about  $4000. 
Indebtedness,  $160.  Reduction  during  the  last  six  months,  $240,  with  the 
prospect  of  its  total  extinction  by  the  coming  spring. 

The  congregations  are  inconveniently  situated  for  the  formation  of  a  charge 
imposing  much  physical  labor  upon  the  pastor  in  meeting  his  appointments  at 
different  points  on  the  mountains.  But  he  has  taken  hold  of  his  work  with 
youthful  vigor,  and,  as  the  results  show,  his  labors  in  strengthening  the  charge 
have  not  been  without  fruit.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  organising  a  new 
congregation  at  Gleneoe  along  the  railroad,  where  a  church  is  much  needed. 
When  this  is  once  accomplished,  it  is  hoped  that  the  way  will  be  opened  for  the 
formation  of  two  charges.  Appropriation  last  year,  $115.  This  year,  $120* 
Pastor,  C.  H.  Beiter.    Commtssioned,  March  1, 1885. 

St.  JokfCe,  JoftntUntn, — One  congregation.  Members,  98.  S.  S.  scholars, 
88.  Baptisms,  14.  Additions,  8.  Losses,  16.  For  benevolenoe,  $45.05. 
Local  objecU,  $897.56.  Value  of  property,  $3000.  No  indebtedness.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  stagnation  in  business,  this  mission  has  suffered  in  various 
ways  during  the  past  year.  The  loss  in  the  membership  has  been  greater  than 
its  increase.  The  members,  however,  have  shown  commendable  seal  in  sus- 
taining the  church  and  the  pastor  in  his  work.  Unity,  peace  and  Christian  love 
pervade  the  congregation.  The  pastor  has  been  preaching  at  several  points 
along  the  railroad,  from  which  he  expects  good  results  to  his  charge  in  the 
future.  Appropriation  last  year,  $850.  This  year,  $350.  Pastor,  W.  H. 
Bates.    Commissioned,  January  1,  1881. 

Latrobe. — Congregations  two,  one  at  Latrobe  and  the  other  in  ligonier  Valley. 
Members,  125.  8.  8.  scholars,  90.  Baptism,  10.  Additions,  8.  For  benevo- 
lence,   .  For  local  objects,  $225.  Value  of  property,  $10,000.  Indebt- 
edness, $400.  Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $345.  The  former  pastor,  the  Rev. 
8.  H.  Eisenberg,  withdrew  firom  this  mission  December  1,  1884.  The  present 
pastor  entered  upon  his  duties  last  June.     The  mission  is  united  and  its  proa- 
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pecCa  encourmging.  An  inierestiDg  class  of  ^oaieohumeiiB  will  be  formed  soon. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $200.  Pastor,  C.  M.  Hartxell. 
Commissioned  June  1,  1885. 

BoMi  End,  and  WUkmtburg, ^Two  congregations,  two  missions  united,  Zion's 
and  Trinity.     Organised  March  23,  1878. 

In  Zion's  Congregf^tion.  Members,  60.  8.  8.  scholars,  75.  Baptisms,  9. 
Additions,  13.  Losses,  7.  For  bencTolenee,  $40.  For  local  objects,  $400. 
Valne  of  property,  $8000.  Reduction  of  debt,  $400.  Present  indebtedness, 
$200. 

In  Trinity  Congregation.  Members,  56.  8.  8.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  5. 
Additions,  6.  Losses,  4.  For  bencTolence,  $50.  For  local  objects,  $350. 
Valne  of  property,  $3000.    Indebtedness,  none.     Beduction  of  debt,  $300. 

The  mission,  as  a  whole,  has  made  progress,  externally  and  internally,  under 
the  present  pastor.  Since  he  commenced  his  work  he  has  added  83  to  the 
church.  As  it  was  assisted  during  the  past  year  in  liquidating  nearly 
aU  of  its  indebtedness,  it  is  now  in  a  condition  to  assume  $350  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  to  it  last  year.  The  time  is  approaching,  howcTcr,  when  the  two 
congregations  should  be  again  separated,  so  as  to  form  two  distinct  missions, 
as  was  formerly  the  case.  Their  future  success  requires  that  this  should  be 
done  ns  soon  as  the  way  is  open  for  its  accomplishment.  Appropriation  last 
jear,  9700.  This  year,  $350.  Pastor,  M.  F.  Frank,  commissioned  June  1, 
1884. 

McEeetport  and  Turtlt  Oreth, — Two  congregations.  Members,  98.  8.  8. 
sehoUn,  94.  Baptisms,  16.  Additions,  24.  For  bencTolence,  $28.  For  local 
objects,  $870.  Value  of  property,  $6000.  Indebtedness,  $1400,  assumed  dur- 
iag  the  year  in  erecting  a  chapel. 

This  mission  was  organised  between  two  and  three  years  ago,  with  43  mem- 
bers. Since  then  it  has  more  than  doubled  its  membership.  Then  it  had  no 
dinreh  buildings ;  now  it  has  two  iuTiting  chapels.  One  of  these,  at  McKees- 
port,  was  put  up  during  the  past  year,  with  a  tower  on  one  of  the  comers  and 
weU  famished  in  the  interior.  The  time  of  the  pastor  has  been  largely  occu- 
pied ia  seeuring  the  funds  for  the  erection  of  the  new  church ;  but  the  congre- 
gations hare  made  progress  in  the  Christian  life.  Prayer-meetings  have  been 
held  weekly  and  missionary  societies  hare  been  organised  in  both  congrega- 
tions during  the  past  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $450.  This  year,  $400- 
Pastor,  H.  D.  Darbaker,  commissioned  January  1,  1888. 

Ntm  OoMtie  Mimon, — Organised  about  fire  years  ago.  One  congregation. 
Members,  57.  8.  8.  scholars,  85.  Baptisms,  9.  Additions,  23.  For  bener- 
oinee,  $27.86.  For  congregational  purposes,  $450.  Value  of  property, 
$4000.     Indebtedness,  $880.    No  reduction. 

This  BtasioB  became  racant  on  the  1st  of  March  last,  but  was  again  supplied 
with  »  pastor  on  the  1st  of  June.  Owing  to  some  dissensions,  which  unfor- 
tonat^y  have  not  as  yet  all  been  healed  up,  it  suifered  considerably  during  the 
few  mamhs  it  was  without  a  pastor.    It  has,  howerer,  in  some  degree,  rallied 
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under  its  new  leader,  and  good  hopes  are  entertained  that  it  will  surmount  all 
the  difficulties  in  Its  way.  Services  in  the  sanctuary  and  the  Sunday-school  are 
improTing.  A  missionary  society  of  18  members  has  been  organized,  and  a  more 
hopeftil  feeling  pervades  the  members.  Appropriation  last  year,  $400  This 
year,  $400.     Pastor,  J.  W.  Miller,  commissioned  May  16,  1886. 

Sharon  MUsion,  Mereer  Co, — This  mission  was  formerly  under  the  Board,  but 
became  self-supporting,  with  some  help  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod.  About  one 
year  ago  one  of  the  congregations  was  united  with  the  Meroer  Mission,  which 
then  became  self-supporting.  Under  these  circumstances,  by  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Synod's  Board,  it  was  again  placed  under  this  Board  with  an  appro- 
priation. 

The  statistics,  as  far  as  given,  are  as  follows  :  One  congregation.  Members, 
154.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Additions,  84.  Losses,  26.  For  benevolence,  $41. 
For  congregational  purposes,  $612.  The  mission  has  suffered  from  the  hard 
times,  but  it  is  growing  in  grace  and  strength.  Appropriation  last  year,  $100. 
This  year,  $50.    Pastor,  E.  E.  Oruenstein,  commissioned  October  1, 1884. 

Dubois f  Clearfield  Co. — ^Two  congregations,  St.  Peter* s,  at  Dubois,  and  the 
Boon's  Mountain  Church.  Members,  60.  S.  S.  scholars,  70.  Baptisms,  6. 
Additions,  6.  Value  of  property,  $6600.  Indebtedness,  $500.  No  reduction. 
Under  the  Board  since  1882. 

This  mission  was  without  a  pastor  from  July  1,  1884,  to  February  1, 1885, 
in  consequence  of  which  its  spiritual  interests  suffered.  It  has,  however, 
rallied  in  both  of  its  congregations,  and  the  prospects  of  future  growth 
are  again  encouraging.  Appropriation,  $300.  Pastor,  W.  M.  Andrews,  com- 
missioned February  1.  1885. 

ffoutzdaU,  Clearfield  Oo.  ~One  congregation.  Members,  48.  S.  S.  scholars, 
25.  Baptisms,  19.  Additions,  6.  For  benevolence,  $16.  For  congregational 
purposes,  $165.  Value  of  church  property,  $1200.  Indebtedness,  $300.  No 
reduction. 

Owing  to  the  hard  times  and  the  want  of  work  near  home,  the  members  hare 
been  scattered  to  some  extent,  and  it  became  necessary  for  the  pastor  to  risit 
them  at  distant  collieries,  and  hold  services  with  them.  At  different  times  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  the  pastor,  with  afflictions  vu  his  family,  was  reduced  to  want, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  kind  Christian  friends  in  the  church,  he  would  have 
had  to  endure  much  suffering.  But  aid  was  sent  to  him  and  his  family  when  it 
was  most  needed,  for  which  they  f^l  truly  thankful  and  much  encouraged  to 
continue  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  For  coming 
year,  $800.     Pastor,  C.  W.  £.  Siegel,  commissioned  May  1, 1882. 

SeoUdale  THmty  Mimon. — One  congregation.  Members,  57.  S.  S.  scholars, 
55.  Baptisms,  7.  Additions,  18.  Losses,  2.  For  benevolence,  $59.83.  For 
congregational  purposes,  $506.18.  Value  of  property,  $4,500.  No  indebtedness. 
The  church  festivals  are  observed  and  the  church  papers  are  taken.  Some 
troubles  have  annoyed  the  congregation  since  the  present  pastorate  began,  but  it  is 
believed  that  they  have  been  buried  for  good  and  that  the  mission  is  now  strong- 
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er  than  it  ewer  was  before.  No  .miseionary  society  aa  yet  exists.  Appropri- 
ation iMt  year,  $200.  The  coming  year,  $160.  Pastor,  H.  8.  Gamer,  commis- 
dboed  Hay  1,  1884. 

Mercer  Mmum, — During  the  year  this  mission  became  connected  with  other 
congregations,  and  so  required  no  ftirther  help. 

SomerteL — ^Taken  under  the  Board  in  1884.  Three  congregations.  Members, 
1^.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  6.  Losses,  4.  For  bener- 
olenoe,  $129.     Local  objects,  $426.    Value  of  property,  $3000.     Debts,  none. 

The  mission  stands  just  about  where  it  stood  one  year  ago.  No  items  of  pro- 
gress iiaye  been  reported.  The  church  building  in  Somerset  is  an  old  building 
and  ineonyeniently  located.  A  new  church  put  up  in  a  more  eligible  part  of 
the  town  is  much  needed.  Unless  this  is  done,  and  a  new  spirit  of  life  and 
actlTity  is  awakened  in  the  congregation,  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  make  any 
considerable  progress.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  decline.  Appropriation  lost 
yeai',  $145.    This  year,  $100.    Pastor,  H.  King,  commissioned  April  1,  1884. 

TImetfa. — ^Vacant.     N<»  report. 

MABTLA5D. 

Ridgtly,  Ea»iem  Shore  of  Maryland, — Three  congregations ;  St.  Paulas  at 
Ridgely,  Oaroline  Co.,  organised  in  1878  ;  Zion's,  near  Millington.  in  Kent  Co., 
in  1880;  and  St.  John's,  near  Easton,  in  Talbot  Co.,  also  in  1880.  The  two 
latter  are  both  small.  Members,  85.  S.  S.  scholars,  40.  Baptisms,  8.  Addi- 
tions, 16.  Losses,  6.  For  beneTolence,  $37.  Local  objects,  $160.  Value  of 
property,  $3,000.     No  debt.    Two  churches,  one  being  Union. 

This  mission  has  been  making  a  gradual  progress  under  the  present  pastorate. 
Harmony  and  peace prcTail  in  the  congregation,  and  the  services  of  the  sanctuary 
are  well  attended,  although  many  of  the  members  live  at  considerable  distances 
from  the  church.  In  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  increase  of  (he  congre- 
gitiona  most,  for  the  most  part,  come  from  immigrants  from  the  North,  and 
this  must  go  on  for  a  long  time  to  come ;  but  whilst  of  these  some  come  every  year, 
''therE  also  go  every  year.  The  congregation  at  Ridgely  is  now  well  established 
tad  oommands  the  respect  of  the  community.  But  its  progress  towards  self- 
•apport  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  was  expected,  and  there  is  still  room  for  a 
zreater  degree  of  liberality  in  dsTising  liberal  things  for  the  support  of  the 
'^arch  and  the  means  of  grace  among  its  membership.  Appropriation  last 
/Car  $300.     This  year,  $300.      C.  W.  Levan,  pastor,  commissioned  September, 

Woodi^erry  andEoMt  Baltimore  Mution, — One  congregation  at  Woodberry  organ- 
ised September  14,  1884,  with  nine  members.  Members  at  present,  41.  S.  S. 
•«hoIara,  90.  Baptisms,  8.  Additions  during  the  year,  42,  Loss*.  1 .  For  be- 
aerolenee,  ^21.36.  For  congregational  purposes  $308.06.  Value  of  property, 
$0,000.  The  handsome  new  chapel  at  Woodberry  was  dedicated  to  the  worship 
^  God  on  the  12th  of  July  last.  It  was  built  by  the  Classis  of  Maryland  and 
^^  Eaglijili  Reformed  Churches  of  Baltimore,  with  such  assistance  as  the  mem- 
^xn  of  the  mission  could  give.    Since  the  dedication,  the  attendance  on  divine 
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serrices  has  been  good,  and  the  members  feel  much  encouraged,  showing  in- 
creased  zeal  and  actiTitj  in  their  work.  It  is  belieyed  that  it  springs  from  an 
adrance  in  their  spiritual  life.  The  mission  further  eijojrs  the  confidence  of  the 
community. 

On  the  4th  of  January  last,  a  Sunday  school  was  organised  in  East  Baltimore, 
which  has  been  encouragingly  attended.  The  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  it 
forward  thus  fur  were  borne  by  St.  Paul's  and  the  Third  Reformed  Churches,  and 
Taluable  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the  members  in  conducting  the  school. 
It  is  believed  that  it  will  prove  to  be  the  nucleus  out  of  which  an  interesting 
congregation  will  hereafter  grow,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  way  is  open  it  will  call 
for  a  pastor  of  its  own.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300,  supplemented  with  as- 
sistance from  the  members  of  the  Baltimore  churches.  This  year,  $800.  Pas 
tor,  £.  R.  Deatrick,  commissioned  May  1,  1884. 

DISTRICT   OF  OOLUMBIA. 

Orace  Churchy  Washington, — One  congregation.  Members,  90.  S.  S  scholars, 
66.  Baptisms,  12.  Additions,  26.  For  benevolence,  $80.  For  local  objects, 
4400.  Value  of  property,  $18,000.  Original  cost,  $8,000.  No  debt  in  the 
mission.  Some  pledges  assumed  by  the  Classis  not  yet  redeemed.  Some  im- 
provements made  in  the  church  building.  Services  well  attended.  The  Mis- 
sionary Society,  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  now  three  years  old,  both  active- 
Church  papers  circulated.  The  mission  shows  progress  and  a  healthy  growth. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $576.  This  year,  $575.  Pastor,  C.  F.  Sontag,  com- 
missioned June  1,  1880. 

YIBGIMIA. 

Winchetter  Mtstion, — Three  congregations,  respectively,  at  Winchester,  Smith- 
field  and  Stephenson's  Station.  Members,  188.  S.  S.  scholars,  125.  Baptisms. 
8.  Additions,  27.  Losses,  6.  Benevolent  contributions,  $42.  For  congrega- 
fional  purposes,  $390.  Value  of  property,  $6,000.  No  debt.  The  new  parson- 
age, after  the  sale  of  the  old  one,  was  completed  tree  of  debt.  Two  Church  Aid 
and  Missionary  Societies.  This  mission  was  vacant  from  March  to  December 
of  last  year,  and  this  report  accordingly  covers  a  period  of  about  only  eight 
months.  It  shows,  however,  that  the  mission  has  taken  a  new  start,  and  that 
the  pastor  has  great  reason  to  be  encouraged  in  his  work.  The  pastor  is  much 
occupied  and  is  seeking  to  occupy  several  new  points  in  his  field  where  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  is  called  for.  His  members  give  him  a  cordial  support, 
and  are  growing  in  spirituality.  Appropriation  last  year,  $300.  Next  year 
$275.    Pastor,  S.  L.  Whitmore,  commissioned  December  1,  1884. 

Jlarrutnlkf  St,  Stq>herCt, — Under  the  Board  since  June,  1888.  One  congrega- 
tion. Members,  150.  S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  8.  Additions,  8.  Losses, 
6.  For  benevolence,  $07.  Congregational  purposes,  $385.  Value  of  church 
property,  $1500.  Indebtedness,  $67.  There  has  been  a  decided  advance  in  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  people.  A  new  congregation  is  to  be  organized  at  Lebanon 
in  the  near  future.    The  prospects  now  are  that  the  mission  wUl  be  self^rastain- 
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iog  in  a  year  from  thia.  ApproprUtion  last  year,  $50.  This  year,  $25.  Pas- 
tor, £.  Welty,  M.D.,  commissioned  June  1,  1883. 

Mt.  Jackson,  Mill  Oruk  Miuiou, — ^Three  congregations,  one  of  which  was  or- 
ganiied  at  Mu  Jackson  on  the  14th  of  May  last,  with  28  members.  Members 
'n  the  entire  charge,  145.  S.  S.  scholars,  60.  Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  lA. 
Loises,  3.  For  benevolence,  $87.50.  For  congregational  purposes,  $400.  Value 
of  two  churches  and  parsonage,  $6500.  Indebtedness  on  parsonage,  $300.  Re- 
duction of  debt,  $100.  No  church  as  yet  at  Mt.  Jackson.  Six  regular  preach- 
ing places.  Two  new  chapels  needed.  The  spiritual  condition  of  the  mission 
IB  encouraging  and  the  prospects  of  becoming  self-sustaining  good.  Mission 
organised  in  1888.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150.  This  year,  $150.  Pastor, 
G.  A.  Whitmore,  commissioned  March  15,  1883. 

T^mbervUU,  Rockingham  Co. — Congregations,  2.  Members,  112.  S.  S.  schol- 
an,  65.  Baptisms,  8.  Additions,  15.  Loss,  1.  For  benerolence,  $30.  Local 
objects,  $280.  Value  of  church  property,  $3,000.  Indebtedness  on  parsonage, 
still  $100.  Xo  reduction.  The  mission  has  been  making  progress,  as  during 
the  preceding  year,  but  owing  to  failure  in  the  crops  and  the  financial  situation 
in  the  country,  it  has  not  been  able  to  make  the  adyance  towards  self-support 
which  was  expected  of  it  last  year.  For  the  same  reason  the  pastor  was  pre- 
Tented  fVom  undertaking  to  build  a  new  ohapel  and  to  organize  a  new  congre- 
gation at  one  of  his  preaching  points.  But  with  these  drawbacks,  the  members 
of  this  mission  ought  to  be  the  more  vigilant  and  prompt  in  co-operating  with 
each  other  in  building  up  the  mission.     Appropriation  $100.     Vacant. 

MiddUhrook. — ^This  mission  became  vacant  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  pastor  in 
December,  who  was  called  to  take  charge  of  an  important  mission,  within  the 
bounds  of  Classis,  that  had  been  vacant  for  some  time.  It  has  been  occasionally 
sapplied  with  preaching,  and  has  made  several  efforts  to  supply  itself  with  a 
pastor,  but  thus  far  without  success.  Two  congregations.  Members,  83.  S.  S. 
Bcholara,  120.  Value  of  property,  including  a  new  parsonage,  $4,000.  In- 
debtedness, $700.  Other  siatistics  not  given.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150. 
This  year,  ^— .     Vacant. 

Sl  John* a  Mini  Spring  Miation. — ^This  mission  has  been  vacant  since  April, 
1884.  It  is  believed  that  under  present  circumstances,  it  should  be  reunited 
with  the  Middlebrook  mission.  The  two  would  then  become  nearly,  or  quite, 
SQstainjBg.  One  congregation.  A  house  of  worship  at  Mint  Springs,  a  preach- 
ing point,  but  without  an  organised  congregation.  Members,  127.  S.  S.  schol- 
ar?, 40.  Value  of  property,  $3,500.  Indebtclness,  $200.  No  other  statistics 
given.    Appropriation  in  1883,  $50.     Vacant 

niLAWABB. 

Wgamingf  Kent  6b.,  8i,  John* t.-^  One  congregation.  Members,  108.  8.  S. 
scholars,  89.  Baptisms,  9.  Additions,  10.  Losses,  2.  For  benevolence,  $28. 
For  local  obJecU,  $208.77.  Value  of  property,  $5,000.  Indebtedness,  $1,700. 
No  reduction.  This  mission  has  had  various  difficulties  to  encounter  during  the 
year,  but  it  has  suffered  no  serious  loss  thus  far.    The  erection  of  a  parsonage 
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has  taxed  its  financial  atrength,  and  the  indebtedness  thus  incurred  has  been  a 
burden  on  its  shoulders.  The  health  of  the  pastor  was  seriously  affected  for 
some  time  during  the  spring,  and  interfered  somewhat  with  the  extension  of  his 
work,  but  through  the  providence  of  God  it  has  again  been  restored  to  him. 
Divine  services,  have,  on  the  whole,  been  well  attended.  The  Sunday-school 
has  been  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  which  is  to  be 
merged  into  a  Missionary  Society,  has  been  active.  There  are  several  points  in 
the  surrounding  country,  where  new  congregations  may  probably  be  established. 
These  are  in  contemplation.  With  greater  unity  and  concert,  of  action  among  the 
members,  this  mission  has  a  promising  future  before  it.  Appropriation  last 
year,  $200.  This  year,  |200.  Pastor,  S.  F.  Laury,  commissioned  December  1, 
1888. 

Wilmington,  St,  John* a. — ^This  is  anew  mission, organised  April  12,  1885,  by 
the  Superintendent  and  a  committee  of  theClassis  of  Philadelphia,  with  between 
15  and  20' members.  Since  that  time  it  has  been  placed  under  the  pastoral  care 
of  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Levan,  who  has  had  charge  of  it  in  connection  with  the  mis> 
sion  at  Ridgely,  and  preached  for  it  every  two  weeks.  *  The  pulpit  has  also  been 
supplied  every  two  weeks  by  the  Superintendent  or  under  his  direction.  The 
success  of  this  mission  will  largely  depend  on  its  having  a  pastor,  who  will  re- 
side at  Wilmington  and  devote  his  entire  time  to  its  interests.  A  nucleus  of  good 
reliable  members  has  been  gathered  together,  which  it  is  believed  will  be  con- 
siderably increased  as  soon  as  a  more  convenient  place  of  worship  can  be  secured, 
and  the  community  comes  to  see  that  the  present  enterprize  is  to  be  sustidned  by 
the  church  until  it  is  crowned  with  full  success.  The  opening  for  a  Reformed 
Church  in  Wilmington  is  a  very  favorable  one,  and  one  that  ought  not  to  be 
neglected.    C.  W.  Levan,  pastor,  commissioned  March  1,  1885. 

MOBTH   GAROUNA. 

Concord, — During  the  past  year  this  mission  has  been  successfiil  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  church,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac.  The 
congregation  is  small,  with  some  twenty  or  thirty  members,  but  active  and  ener- 
getic, with  a  prosperous  Sunday-School,  and  now  a  neat  and  handsome  house  of 
worship.  Some  time  ago  the  missionary,  Rev.  J.  W.  Cecil,  felt  compelled,  on 
account  of  inadequate  support  for  his  family,  to  withdraw  fh>m  the  field  ;  and 
it  has  been  vacant,  although  occasionally  supplied,  for  several  months.  Its  pros- 
pects are  good,  and  it  should  be  supplied  with  a  pastor  without  delay.  No 
statistics  given.    Appropriation  last  year,  |200.    This  year,  vacant. 

Newton  Mission, — Organized  in  1888.  Three  congregations.  Members,  180. 
S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  10.  Additions,  15;  including  five  heads  of 
fi&milies.  The  Catechetical  Class  numbers,  at  present,  28.  For  benevolence, 
$14,48.  Other  statistics  not  given.  A  Woman's  Aid  Society  has  been  organ- 
ized whose  object  is  to  secure  means  to  erect  a  neW  church  in  town,  which  is 
much  needed.  The  pabtor  has  been  making  earnest  efforts  to  secure  family 
worship  in  all  the  households  of  the  congregation.    On  the  whole  the  outlook 
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is  CBCwuMgmg.  Appropriadoii  List  jear,  (200.  This  jMr,  f200.  Futor.  J. 
C  Cbpp,  D.D.    Gomminioned  Julj  1,  18{^. 

Lmcolmion^ — This  mission  eondnaed  to  be  scrrod  dming  th«  psM  year  by 
PtdC  FoQ  until  the  1st  of  Jane,  when  he  withdrew.  It  w»9  Ihen  connected  with 
ierenl  neighboring  eongregntions  forming  with  than  a  convenient  pn^^tond 
chmige.  Under  %  new  pastor  who  will  dcTote  all  of  his  time  and  attention  to 
the  field,  it  is  beliered  that  the  charge  will  be  self-sustaining  in  the  course  of 
the  enning  year.  Appropriation  last  year,  $50.  This  year,  $50.  Ptetor,  John 
A.FoiL 

Blowmg  Rod,  Watauffa  Co. — ^This  mission  is  situated  in  a  moontainoiis  dts- 
*  trict  of  the  western  part  of  the  State,  as  a  number  of  Reformed  fkmilies  had  set- 
tled there,  and  the  country  was  to  a  great  extent  destitute  of  the  means  of 
grsee.  The  Rer.  J.  Ingle,  who  was  on  the  ground,  was  commissioned  by  the 
Board  as  missionary  in  this  wsste  place,  on  the  heights  of  the  Alleghanies.  His 
appropriation  was  small,  and  he  was  compelled  to  labor  part  of  his  time  with  his 
own  hands  in  order  to  support  his  laige  family.  He  has  been  preaching  in  two 
places  osce  erery  Sabbath,  and  the  people  hare  thankfVilly  received  the  word 
of  truth  firom  his  lips.  Many  persons  visit  this  part  of  the  mountain  during 
the  summer  who  would  attend  Mr.  Ingle*s  services  if  a  new  church  could  be 
erecied  at  some  convenient  point.  Appropriation  last  year,  $100.  This  year, 
$100.     Pastor,  J.  Ingle. 

KANSAS. 

Ea^cria  iftiiMm.— Organised  in  1880.  One  congregation.  Members,  26* 
S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  2.  Additions,  8.  For  benevolence  $36.60.  Con- 
gregational purposes,  $96.46.  Yalue  of  property,  $6,600.  Debts  none.  This 
mission  has  labored  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  services  only  every  two 
weeks,  and  of  receiving  the  serrices  and  attention  of  the  pastor  during  half  of 
his  time.  The  Board,  therefore,  requested  him  to  withdraw  from  this  field  on 
the  1st  of  May  last,  and  to  confine  himself  to  his  general  duties  as  superintend* 
ent  Since  then  it  has  been  vacant.  But  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  a 
saocessor  was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  mission,  and  he  will  soon  be  in 
the  field.  Appropriation  last  year,  $600.  This  year, — .  Pastor, — . 

Mr.  Sbuey  as  superintendent,  preached  at  Abilene  every  two  weeks,  until  it 
was  supplied  with  a  missionary  in  November  last.  At  Baker,  in  Brown  Co.,  he  or- 
ganized a  congregation  of  19  members,  in  November  last.  Baptisms  here  8,  and 
one  addition.  This  congregation  might  be  connect^  with  some  other  congregation 
and  form  a  self-supporting  charge.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  then  it  should  be  made 
the  centre  of  a  new  missionary  field.  The  superintendent  made  a  number  of 
tripe  through  the  north-western  part  of  Kansas  and  Southern  Nebraska,  and 
found  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  wherever  he  went.  In  Knuckles  Co., 
Kebraska,  he  found  valuable  material  for  a  congregation.  In  Norton,  Rook, 
Osborne,  Logan  and  other  counties  in  Kansas,  he  found  members  and  sometimes 
preached  for  them  in  sod  school-houses.  They  were  glad  to  see  him,  and  asked 
him  io  send  them  ministers.    In  Marshall  County  he  found  twenty. five  Swiss 
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familiee,  for  whom  a  German  missionary  should  be  supplied.  In  and  around 
Topeka  he  found  ten  families,  members  of  the  Church,  who  should  be  looked  af- 
ter. During  the  year  he  visited  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  there  is  a  yery 
promising  opening  for  a  church.  It  should  be  supplied  at  once.  At  Dallas, 
Texas,  he  found  a  Reformed  congregation  already  established  under  Pastor  E. 
De  Geller,  also  a  colored  congregation,  both  of  which  desire  to  be  placed  under 
the  Board  We  have  much  reformed  people  in  Texas,  and  Dallas  is  regarded 
as  a  good  centre  for  missionary  operations  in  the  south-west,  including  Louis- 
iana and  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Appropriation  last  year,  |500.  tThis  year,  — . 
Superintendent,  D.  B.  Shuey.     Commissioned  November  1, 1882. 

Wichita  M'lMtion, — Organized  in  1888.  Two  congregations,  one  at  Wichita, 
organized  during  the  past  year,  and  the  other  at  Cheney.  Members,  55.  S. 
S.  scholars,  115.  Baptisms,  2.  Additions,  23.  For  benevolence,  $5.80.  For 
local  purposes,  $1,284.70.  Value  of  property,  $2,500.  Debt  provided  for. 
The  congregation  at  Wichita  worships,  for  the  present,  in  a  public  hall,  but 
feels  the  necessity  of  a  new  church  or  chapel  very  much  as  something  necessary 
to  its  future  success.  It  should  have  one  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The 
new  church  at  Cheney  was  dedicated  on  the  8l8t  of  May  last,  but  the  pastor 
was  there  only  in  spirit.  He  died  suddenly  on  the  7th  of  April,  just  at  the 
opening  of  great  usefulness  in  Kansas.  His  death  was  sudden,  brought  on,  it 
is  believed,  by  over-exertion  during  a  period  of  enfeebled  health,  and  was  uni- 
versally deplored.  His  memory  is  blessed.  Mr.  Shuey,  superintendent,  has 
been  directed  to  take  charge  of  the  mission  until  a  suitable  pastor  can  be  se- 
cured. Appropriation  last  year,  $450.  For  the  present  supplied  by  the  super- 
intendent.   Mr.  Brown  was  commissioned  April  1,  1888. 

lola. — ^Two  congregations,  one  at  lola  and  the  other  at  Moran.  Members,  40. 
S.  S.  scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  4.  Additions,  9.  Losses,  8.  For  benevolence. 
$8.85.  For  congregational  purposes,  $885.  Value  of  ground  purchased  for  a 
church  at  lola,  $250.  No  indebtedness.  The  want  of  a  church  building  at 
lola  interferes  with  the  progress  of  the  mission,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that 
during  the  coming  year  it  may  receive  such  assistance  fh>m  the  church  at  large 
as  it  may  need  in  going  forward  in  supplying  for  itself  a  suitable  house  of  wor- 
ship. The  members  have  suffered  considerably  in  the  loss  of  their  crops,  and 
on  this  account  for  the  present  and  for  some  time  to  come  they  will  need  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  church.  The  attendance  on  worship  is  good  and  the  spiritual 
life  of  the  members  advancing.  Appropriation  last  year,  $800.  This  year, 
$300.    Pastor,  S.  A.  Alt,  commissioned  June  1,  1884. 

Abilene, — ^This  is  a  new  mission  organized  in  November  last  when  the  present 
pastor  took  charge.  It  consists  at  present  of  two  congregations  and  at  least 
five  preaching  places,  out  of  the  latter  of  which  two  congregations  at  least  are 
likely  to  be  organized  at  no  distant  day.  The  congregation  at  Abilene  was  or- 
ganized in  November,  1883,  and  the  one  at  Enterprise  in  October,  1884,  both 
by  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Superintendent.  Neither,  however,  as  yet,  has  a 
house  of  worship  of  its  own,  and  they  both  will  need  the  assistance  of  the 
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church  in  remoTing  this  difficulty  in  the  way  of  !,heir  progress.  Until  this  is 
done  the  mission  will  labor  under  serious  disadvantages.  The  missionary  has 
made  full  proof  of  his  ministry,  and  the  prospects  of  the  mission  fully  justify  its 
(ffganization  by  the  Board  one  year  ago.  Congregations,  2.  Members,  70. 
S.  S.  scholars,  75.  Baptisms,  10.  Additions,  18.  Losses,  none.  For  benoTo- 
lence,  $9.45.  For  congregational  purposes,  $239.10.  The  congregation  at 
Abilene  owns  a  lot  of  ground,  for  a  church  building,  worth  $500.  Appropria- 
tion last  year,  $300.  For  coming  year,  $800.  Pastor,  T.  F.  Stauffer,  commis- 
sioned November  16,  1884. 

IOWA. 

Stg»€rintendent*a  Report, — The  Rev.  D.  8.  Fouse,  Missionary  Superintendent  of 
the  dassia  of  Iowa,  reports  that  the  Wilton  charge  had  formerly  been  self- 
feustaining,  but  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  separate  it  from  Columbus  Junction  and 
constituU  it  a  mission,  as  it  has  the  prospect  of  soon  becoming  self-sustaining. 
He  is  of  the  opinion  that  there  ought  to  be  a  mission  in  Des  Moines,  and  that 
there  is  enough  material  left  there  to  justify  its  establishment  at  an  early  day. 
He  also  directs  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  Sioux  City  as  presenting  an  excel- 
lent opening  for  the  establishment  of  a  mission.  He  says  that  there  is  quite  a 
number  of  Reformed  people  in  the  city—M  far  as  ascertained,  at  least  50 — who 
are  anxious  to  have  a  church  and  pastor,  and  express  a  willingness  to  support 
a  new  missionary  enterprise  when  established  among  them.  In  a  letter  he  was 
informed  that  one  member  had  pledged  himself  to  head  a  list  with  a  subscription 
of  $100  for  the  support  of  a  pastor,  and  of  $200  for  the  erection  of  a  church. 
He  also  calls  attention  to  Waterloo  City  and  other  points  where  we  have  mem- 
bers thai  should  be  looked  after.  He  says  the  missionary  field  in  Iowa  is  of  the 
most  encouraging  character,  and  one  that  will  return  valuable  results  if  the 
Claesis  is  properly  sustained  by  the  Board  in  its  missionary  operations. 

[MC<mb  Miimon,  Marahall  a>.— Two  congregations,  St.  Paul's,  organized  in 
1880,  and  Grace  in  1881,  together  with  one  preaching  point.  The  congrega- 
tions commenced  respectively  with  18  and  8  members.  Members  at  present, 
41.  8.  8.  scholars,  109.  Baptisms,  3.  Additions,  11.  For  benevolence, 
$87.84.  For  local  objects,  $805.  Only  one  church  building.  Property  valued 
at  $2100.  No  indebtedness.  Two  missionary  societies.  The  church  papers 
are  drealated  in  all  the  fiunilies.  The  mission  paid  $75  of  the  appropriation 
made  last  year  by  the  Board,  and  propose  to  assume  a  part  for  the  coming 
year.  Its  prospects  of  self-eupport  encouraging  and  the  spiritual  condition 
|ood.  Appropriation  last  year,  $290.  For  the  coming  year,  $225.  Henry 
Beir,  eommissloned  October  1,  1881. 

PS$mtant  VaUey,  Tremont  Oo. — One  congregation  and  a  preaching  point. 
Memben,  40.  8.  8.  Scholars,  80.  Baptisms,  8.  Additions,  7.  For  benevo- 
lence, about  $60.  Congregational  purposes,  $115.  Value  of  church  property, 
f  1500.  No  indebtedness.  The  pastor  reports  that  the  condition  of  this  mission 
h  diseooraging ;  thai  whilst  some  of  the  members  of  the  mission  fldth fully  sus- 
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Uun  him  in  hia  work,  others  do  not,  and  that,  with  much  grief  and  many  dis- 
couragements, he  had  endeavored  to  discharge  his  duties  as  a  Christian  minister 
during  the  past  year.  Appropriation  last  year,|150.  This  year,  $150.  Pas- 
tor, D.  P.  LefeTcr.  ^ 

Wilton f  Muscatine  Oo, — One  congregation.  Members,  88.  S.  S.  Scholars,  60. 
Baptisms,  5.  Additions,  23.  Losses  22.  For  beneTolenoe  for  the  last  year, 
$60,  and  for  the  last  two  years,  $118.  For  congregational  purposes  last  year. 
$1026  ;  for  the  last  two  years,  $1500.  This  mission  is  weak  in  numbers,  but  it 
shows  commendable  activity  and  liberality  in  its  efforts  t4>  sustain  the  means  of 
grace.  Under  the  care  of  the  Classis  of  Iowa.  Appropriation  last  year,  $150. 
This  year,  $160.    Pastor,  S.  R.  Runkel.    Commissioned  July  1,  1888. 

NCBRASKA. 

Fair  View  ani  Ithaca, — ^Two  congregations,  one  at  Saunders  Co.,  twenty-three 
miles  from  Lincoln,  and  the  other  at  Ithaca.  No  property.  Owing  to  the  loss 
of  crops  of  last  year,  less  was  given  for  the  support  of  the  gospel  than  during 
previous  years.  In  all  about  $100.  Four  baptisms  and  two  additions.  Sei^ 
vices  still  held  in  school-houses  are  well  attended.  The  missionary  preaches 
every  two  weeks  in  Lincoln,  a  city  of  22,000  inhabitants,  in  an  out-of-the-way 
place,  under  discouraging  circumstances.  His  labors  can  accomplish  nothing 
more  than  to  hold  our  members  together  until  they  are  better  provided  for. 
No  organization  has,  as  yet,  been  effected.  The  opening  here  for  a  church  is 
favorable,  and  a  missionary  ought  to  be  located  in  this  place  without  delay. 
Appropriation  last  year,  $276.  This  year,  $250.  Pastor,  Edmund  £rb.  Com- 
missioned April  1,  1881. 

CALIFOBNIA. 

San  Frandaeo, — After  the  return  of  the  Rev.  D.  £.  Schoedler  last  fall  to 
report  to  our  Synods  the  condition  of  our  missionary  work  in  California,  he 
asked  permission  to  withdraw  from  his  position  as  Superintendent  of  missions 
and  missionary  in  California,  which  request  was  granted.  The  Rev.  L.  D.  Leb- 
erman  was  appointed  to  take  his  place  in  the  mission  in  San  Francisco,  and 
entered  upon  his  duties  there  near  the  close  of  the  year.  He  was  kindly  re- 
ceived, and  the  timely  help  extended  to  the  mission  by  the  Board  and  the  two 
Eastern  Synods,  in  assuming  the  indebtedness  resting  on  the  church  building, 
for  which  a  high  interest  had  to  be  paid,  has  given  a  new  impulse  to  the  mis- 
sion, and  probably  prevented  it  from  disintegrating  altogether.  Brother 
Leberman  was  successftil  in  rallying  the  congregation  in  its  discouragements, 
and  the  way  was  thus  opened  for  a  healthy  growth.  But  it  has  turned  out 
that  the  climate  has  proved  to  be  unfavorable  to  his  constitution,  and  accord- 
inglyi  for  some  months  past,  whilst  he  has  been  able  to  fill  all  his  appoint- 
ments in  the  church,  he  has  not  been  able  to  attend  to  pastoral  visitation.  He 
therefore  asks  to  be  relieved  from  farther  labor  at  San  Francisco,  and  to  be 
assigned  to  some  other  mission  in  California.  Forty  members  in  the  mission 
were  reported  last  year,  to  which  must  be  added  a  handsome  accession  made  at 
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the  Easter  communion.     Appropriation  last  year  to  present  pastor,  |675.     Ap- 
propriation for  coming  year,  $400.    Pastor,  L.  D.  Leberman 

Stockton. — ^Two  congi'egations.  Members,  70.  S.  S.  scholars,  69.  Baptisms, 
4.  Additions,  3.  BeneTolence,  $2.50.  Local  objects,  $100  in  three  months. 
Value  of  property,  .f 6,000.  The  difficulties  in  this  mission,  mentioned  in  our 
last  annual  report,  unfortunately  were  protracted  all  throughout  the  past  year. 
The  effort  made  to  eject  the  persons  who  have  violently  held  possession  of  the 
parsonage  for  several  years  has  not  yet  been  crowned  with  success.  The  case 
has  been  quite  recently  argued  for  the  last  time,  but  the  decision  of  the  judges 
had  not  as  yet  been  rendered  when  our  last  advices  were  received  from  Stock- 
ton. It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  favorable.  Brother  De  Geller  having  met 
vith  much  opposition  and  persecution  in  carrying  forward  the  trial  for  the 
church  building,  thought  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  withdraw  from  the  field 
and  make  room  for  a  successor.  His  request  was  granted,  and  he  left  in  March 
last.  His  place  was  nlled  by  the  Rev.  D.  D.  Leberman  last  spring.  He  was 
kindly  received  by  the  congregation,  but  his  health  failed  him,  and  by  the  ad- 
rice  of  his  physician  he  felt  himself  compelled  reluctantly  to  return  to  the  East. 
The6eld  is,  therefore,  again  vacant.  The  ladies  of  the  congregation,  especially, 
hate  been  active  in  sustaining  the  church,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  it  will  make 
any  considerable  progress,  until  present  difficulties  are  adjusted.  It  is  believed 
that  that  event  is  not  far  distant.  One  congregation.  Members,  70.  S.  S. 
«•  ho*arB,  67.     Appropriation  last  year,  $300.    This  year,  $  — .  Vacant. 

SaUm^a  Church,  Napa. — One  congregation.  Members,  64.  S.  S.  Scholars, 
4<).  Baptisms,  18.  Additions,  5.  For  congregational  purposes,  $395.  Value 
of  property,  $2,000.  No  indebtedness.  The  mission  has  made  no  particular 
advance  during  the  year,  neither  has  it  retrograded.  The  members  are  faith- 
fal  in  their  adherence  to  the  church.  The  pastor  has  a  number  of  preaching 
points  in  the  country  around  Napa,  and  during  the  year  has  been  preaching  at 
Calistoga,  Ballejo,  Bemaia  and  Yountville,  within  a  radius  of  fifty  miles  ;  but 
with  what  result  we  are  not  informed.  Appropriation  last  year,  $125.  This 
year,  $  — .  Pastor,  G.  W.  Maechtersheimer. 

OBEOON. 

Superintendent 9  Report. — Dr.  Gantenbein,  superintendent  of  missions,  re- 
ports that  with  the  assistance  of  Prof,  Schiedt,  he  has  been  able  to  hold  two 
eerrices  in  his  own  congregation  at  Portland,  kept  up  the  academy  and  two 
Sunday-schools,  held  two  services  twice  a  month  at  Astoria,  100  miles  from 
Portland,  preached  since  November  last  at  Washougal,  Washington  Territory, 
as  often  as  he  could,  30  miles  distant,  and  several  times  on  Gray  River,  W.  T., 
115  miles  distant,  and  seven  times  at  Stella  (Oak  Point),  60  miles  distant.  In 
order  to  do  something  for  the  youth  at  these  outside  points  services  had  to  be  held 
twice  a  month  when  it  was  possible.  For  this  and  other  reasons  the  Superin- 
tendent earnestly  recommends,  that  Astoria  and  Gray  River  be  detached  from 
bis  charge  and  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  special  missionary.  Other  points 
might  be  taken  into  the  mission.    Damascus  and  Sandy  have  been  without  at- 
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tention  for  more  than  a  year  for  the  want  of  some  one  to  occupy  the  field.  A 
missionary  is  here  needed  soon,  else  our  members  will  be  gradually  taken  up 
by  mifwionaries  of  other  denominations.  The  Rev.  H.  A.  Schwiohtenberg 
has  taken  charge  of  the  St.  Peter's  charge,  which  b  self-sustaining  and 
is  commencing  missionary  work  in  Oregon  City.  The  superintendent  directs 
attention  to  other  fields,  such  as  Olympia,  Victoria,  Walla  Walla  and  other 
points,  where  new  missions  ought  to  be  established  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 
The  missionary  fields  in  Oregon  and  Washington  Territory  are  ripe  for  the 
harTest. 

Portland, — Mr.  Schiedt,  our  missionary  at  Portland,  has  been  occupied  in 
preaching  in  Portland  and  rarious  points, — ^mission  points  under  the  superTision 
of  the  superintendent, — in  superintending  a  mission  Sunday-school  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  Portland,  and  as  a  teacher  in  the  International  Academy  at  Portland, 
under  the  care  of  the  Classis,  from  which  he  in  part  derived  his  support.  Feel- 
ing the  necessity  of  farther  theological  training  he  resigned  his  position  and 
intends  to  pursue  a  full  theological  course  in  the  seminary  at  Lancaster.  In 
▼lew  of  the  withdrawal  of  this  valuable  laborer  from  the  field,  the  Executive 
Council  hiis  commissioned  the  Rev.  Theodore  O.  DeLyre  to  take  his  place.  He 
has  been  instructed  to  establish  a  mission  in  Portland  and  vicinity,  and  is  per- 
mitted to  take  Prof.  Schiedt's  place  in  the  school,  from  which  he  is  to  derive 
part  of  his  support  Mr.  DeLyre  was  a  licentiate  of  Lancaster  Gassis,  and  was 
ordained  to  the  missionary  work  in  Oregon,  in  St.  Stephen's  Church,  in  Lan- 
caster on  the  6th  of  September,  leaving  for  his  new  sphere  of  labor  on  the  day 
following.    Appropriation,  $200.    Commissioned  September,  1885. 

Salem. — ^Two  congregations, — Salem  and  Mt.  Pleasant.  Members,  38.  S.  S, 
scholars,  40.  Baptisms, — .  Additions,  9.  Benevolent  objects,  f47*  Congre- 
gational purposes,  about  |250.  Value  of  property,  $4500.  Indebtedneiss^  $700, 
and  interest  at  nine  per  cent.  Reduction  of  debt  by  the  congregation,  $50. 
The  $500  advanced  by  the  board  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  has  been  prop- 
erly secured  by  a  lien  on  the  church  property.  The  pastor  preaches  once  a 
month  at  Mt.  Pleasant  and  at  other  surrounding  points,  where  the  meetings  are 
well  attended,  and  where  a  new  mission  may  probably  be  established  at  no  dis* 
tant  day.  The  congregation  at  Salem  is  doing  well,  and  its  services  are  well 
attended.  The  Sunday-school  is  attended  by  old  and  young.  In  the  parochial 
school  the  young  are  brought  under  the  influence  of  the  gospel,  as  well  ae 
taught  our  language  and  useful  knowledge.  The  ladies  meet  monthly  to  work 
for  the  congregation,  and  a  Missionstunde  has  been  established,  at  which  mis- 
sionary topics  are  discussed.  AppropriaUon  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $175. 
Pastor,  J.  Muellhaupt. 

Wut  Vhiofif  Waahmffton  €h, — One  congregation  and  four  preaching  places. 
Members,  82.  S.  S.  scholars,  5.  Baptisms,  12.  Additions,  2.  Losses,  none . 
For  benevolence,  nothing.  For  congregational  purposes,  $59.25.  Value  of 
property,  $400.  No  debt.  The  members  in  this  mission  are  poor,  but  they  do 
what  they  can  for  the  church,  and  hear  the  word  of  Qod  g^ly.    The  Easter 
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ooBUDimioii  ma  aa  occasion  of  maoh  interest  and  edification  to  the  people. 
One  tndiTidual  came  twenty  miles  to  connect  himself  with  the  church.  The 
pastor  reeeiTea  a  meagre  support.  He  and  his  family  are  Tery  thankftil  for  the 
missionary-boz  which  was  forwarded  to  them  last  winter  from  the  Salem's 
o^Bgregation  at  Harrisburg,  which  proTcd  to  be  yery  much  needed  in  the  family 
tt  the  ttuM.  Appropriation  last  year,  $200.  This  year,  $200.  Pastor,  H. 
Slauss. 

Staford,  Claekamat  Cb. — ^Three  congregations, — Meriden  (46  members),  St 
John's  (17)  and  Waldo  Hills  (18).  In  all,  80.  Sunday-school  scholars,  45. 
12.  Additions,  80.  Losses,  12.  For  bencTolenoe,  $20.  For  con- 
purposes,  $800.  Each  of  the  three  congregations  has  its  own  house 
of  worship,  and  one  of  them  a  parsonage,  worth  in  all  $2000,  without  any 
indebtedness.  The  statistics  show  a  healthy  growth  in  all  the  congregations  in 
this  mission.  The  serrices  in  the  sanctuary  haye  been  well  attended,  and  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  has  been  effectiTe.  Some  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  light  of  diyine  things  hsTo  resumed  their  place  in  the  church,  and  now 
iiSTe  daily  worship  around  the  family  altar.  This  mission  has  been  senred  by 
its  present  pastor  sinoe  its  organisation,  in  1878.  During  this  period  Pastor 
Lange  organized  two  other  congregations, — St  Peter's,  near  Oregon  City,  and 
St.  John's,  at  New  Era,  which  now  constitute  a  self-sustaining  charge.  Appro- 
priation last  year,  $160.  This  year,  $200.  Psstor,  Julius  Lange,  commissioned 
in  1878. 

WASHIHOTOM  TSRRITOKT. 

SeattU. — One  congregation.  Members,  87.  Communed,  18.  S.  S.  scholars,  60. 
Baptisms,  12.  Additions,  16.  Losses,  12.  For  bencTolent  objects,  $20.  For 
congregational  purposes,  $296.60.  Value  of  church  property,  $2,600.  Indebt- 
ednesB,  $440.  Reduction  of  indebtedness,  $800.  This  mission  was  organised 
Janaary  1,  1882.  The  present  pastor  has  been  in  the  field  since  February, 
18^.  This  mission  is  a  rery  important  one,  but  it  is  encompassed  with  many 
difficulties.  The  town  is  a  new  one,  and  the  population  floating.  The  German 
people  are  worldly-minded,  and  haTo,  to  a  great  extent,  lost  their  faith  in  the 
iastitutions  of  the  church.  Still,  some  manifest  a  yearning  for  the  Qospel,  and 
«aeh  are  drawn  gradually  towards  the  mission  and  its  evangelical  work. 
During  the  past  year,  amidst  difficulties,  it  hss  made  progress,  which,  no  doubt, 
will  increase  as  the  mission  shows  that  it  is  to  be  permanently  established.  There 
ue  German  settlements  to  the  north  of  Seattle,  extending  up  to  British  Colum- 
bia, which  are  to  be  visited  by  the  missionary  at  an  early  day.  Appropriation 
Isit  year,  $300.  This  year,  $800.  Pastor,  G.  Graedel.  Conunissioned  February 
1,1884. 

CHILI,   SOUTH   AMKRICA. 

VaJparaiio, — Pastor  Kreuter  has  been  diligent,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  in 

boHdiog  up  this  mission  during  the  past  year.     He  still  preaches  in  a  public 

bell,  tend  seems  to  be  gaining  the  confidence  of  the  people,  who  had  become  dis* 

tnuiful  in  regard  to  missionary  work  among  them  on  account  of  prerious  failure 
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in  efforts  of  this  kind.  Hia  congregation,  with  about  26  members,  and  the  Sun- 
day-school are  growing.  His  serrices  in  yisiting  the  sick  flrom  house  to  house  and 
in  the  hospital,  hare  been  appreciated,  and  haTe  helped  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  worldly  to  Christ  and  His  Church.  The  importance  of  a  Reformed  Mission 
in  Chili  is  difficult  to  oTsr-estimate.  The  prospects  are  that  if  the  beginning 
here  made  is  properly  sustuned,  the  Reformed  Church  will  become  the  strongest 
STangelical  body  in  the  country.  Chili  is  the  land  for  the  Sweitzer  and  the 
German  farmer.  Of  the  immigration,  which  is  yearly  increasing,  71  per  cent, 
are  Swiss,  and  14  Germans.  The  steamers  from  Lirerpool  arriye  twice  a  month, 
and  nearly  every  one  brings  with  it  a  load  of  immigrants.  In  two  yessels  that 
arriyed  in  one  month  there  were  346  colonists.  It  is  important  that  scTenl 
other  missionaries  should  be  sent  into  this  field  at  once,  to  occupy  Santiago,  the 
capital,  and  other  points  in  the  south.  Appropriation  last  year,  |dOO.  This 
year,  |300.    Pastor,  A.  Kreuter.    Commissioned  April  1,  1884. 

HEW   YORK. 

New  York,  St.  PattFa  Oerman  EvangeHeal  Church, — One  congregation.  Mem> 
bers,  226.  S.  S.  scholars,  267.  Baptisms,  162.  Additions,  17.  Funerals, 
84.  Parochial  school  with  44  scholars.  Sunday-school  papers,  200.  For 
bencTolence,  $160.  For  local  olijects,  oyer  |700.  No  debt,  but  a  ground-rent 
of  ^76  has  to  be  paid  annually.  A  well-organized  missionary  and  Sunday- 
school  society,  weekly  prayer-meeting,  at  which  elders  take  part  in  prayer,  and 
in  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  conduct  the  meeting  to  edification.  German  serrice 
in  the  forenoon,  English  in  the  cTening.  Both  languages  used  in  the  Sunday- 
school  and  in  the  catechetical  class.  The  mission  is  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  but  has  all  along  been  aided  by  this  Board.  The 
pastor  and  consistory  are  at  present  engaged  in  an  effort  to  raise  money  to  pur- 
chase the  lot  on  which  the  church  stands,  for  $10,600,  or  to  purchase  and  build 
in  some  other  locality,  and  have  sent  forth  an  appeal  to  our  congregations  for 
help.  This  forward  moyement,  just  at  this  time,  is  necessary  to  the  fdrther 
growth  of  the  mission,  and  is  worthy  of  the  liberal  support  of  our  churches, 
both  English  and  German.  Appropriation  from  this  Board  last  year,  $150. 
This  year,  $160.    Pastor,  F.  Fox.    Commissioned  April  14,  1880. 

UBBIKUS  UVION. 

From  the  Treasurer  of  Ursinus  Union,  the  Bey.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  we 
learn  that  he  has  receiyed  $1486.89  for  missions  during  the  past  year,  which 
amount  was  in  part  devoted  to  the  support  of  missionaries  under  different 
boards  of  the  church,  our  own  included. 

rilTANGIAL  STATIKXRT. 

From  an  examination  of  the  books  of  the  Treasurer  it  appears  that  the  in- 
come from  all  sources  during  the  year  for  missions  to  date  was  $17,682,  and  for 
church  ^extension,  $1089.  This  is  something  less  than  what  was  reported  last 
year.    It  is  owing  to  the  fiict  that  considerably  less  passed  through  the  hands 
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of  the  treMorer  (baa  daring  the  preceding  year,  when  oyer  $2600  for  Kmisu 
mmaxma  were  reported.  Dnring  the  past  year,  as  nraal,  a  large  amount  was 
niied  for  ehareh  extension,  which  was  not  reported  through  the  Treasurer. 
The  amount,  howerer,  raised  for  the  support  of  the  missions  is  in  excess  of 
what  was  reported  during  the  prerioos  year.  For  the  year  1889-84,  it  was 
$15;272;  for  the  year  1884-85,  it  was  $17,682,  showing  that  notwithstanding 
the  dull  times,  there  has  been  encouraging  growth  in  the  liberality  of  our 
churches  in  the  support  of  the  missionary  cause,  the  increase  being  $2880.  II 
will  be  more  than  this  when  the  Treasurer's  Report  is  dosed  in  a  few  weeks. 

For  the  coming  year  the  Board  asks  $22,000  to  cany  forward  our  missionary 
work,  and  for  which  we  recommend  that  the  Synods  apportion  among  the 
rliMse  the  following  amounts : 

The  Synod  of  the  United  States $12,000 

The  Synod  of  the  Potomac 6,500 

The  Synod  of  Pittsburgh 4,500 

And  we  ftirther  recommend  that  the  sum  of  at  least  $5000  be  raised  in  the 
three  Synods  for  church  extension  and  church  building  purposes,  either  by 
regular  apportionment  or  in  any  other  way  best  adapted  to  secure  the  end  in 
new :  $2500  by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States ;  $1500  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac ;  $1000  by  the  Synod  of  Pittoburgh. 

SimMABT. 

Number  of  Missions 64 

**   Congregations 102 

*'        **    Missionaries 58 

i<       <«    Members 5,828 

•«    8.  S.  Scholars    .   ; 6,162 

Baptisms 606 

Additions     755 

Losses 251 

Amount  CoUeeted  for  Benerolence $     2,014 

•<            '*         '•    Local  Objects 24,985 

FMimated  Value  of  Property 224,524 

Indebtedness 20,862 

Reduction  of  Debt 8,247 

OOKOLTOIOV. 

Thus  it  Appears  that  with  the  &Tor  of  Dirine  Proridence  we  haye  ei\)oyed 
aaolher  year  of  prosperity  in  our  missionaiy  operations.  Notwithstanding  the 
ttringeaey  of  the  times,  our  misrions  haye  held  their  own,  and  in  nearly  all  of 
them  there  has  been  some  adyance  forward.  Our  congregations  and  pastors 
tre  coming  to  be  more  and  more  of  one  mind  that  it  is  our  pririlege  as  well  as 
our  duty  to  supply  the  destitute — ^in  waste  places— with  the  bread  of  life.  The 
gifts  of  oar  people  are  increasing  in  amount  f^rom  year  to  year ;  and  it  is  our 
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priTilege  ftgain  to  saj,  thai  the  churohee  in  the  three  eastern  Synods,  have  con- 
tribntied  more  freely  for  missions  daring  the  last  year  than  they  did  during 
any  prerions  year  in  their  history.  For  all  this  it  beoomes  us  to  humble  our> 
selves,  to  thank  God,  to  take  courage,  and  to  seek  to  press  forward  more 
rigorously  in  the  years  as  they  come  and  go.  It  ought,  however,  be  re- 
membered that  we  have  not  as  yet  accomplished  what  we  can  easily  accomplish, 
if  we  were  as  a  people  of  one  mind  in  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  which  is  the 
chief  business  of  the  Christian  Church.  We  have,  with  the  divine  blessing, 
made  an  encouraging  beginning,  but  there  is  still  a  much  greater  work  for  us 
to  do  as  a  people.  And  this  we  will  be  willing  to  do,  in  the  degree  in  which 
we  are  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  God  thus  helping  us. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  1, 1886.  THnonoBB  Appkl,  SmperiniendmL 

UI.  BEPOBT  OF  THE  TB£ASU£EB  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  o/Miuioru  of  the  Rrformed  Church  m  the  United  Staiee  : 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Board  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  October  10th,  1886. 

The  contributions  received  for  Home  Missions,  Church  Extension  and  Wash- 
ington Mission  during  the  year  and  the  disbursements  made  are  shown  by  the 
suljoined  statement,  rii. : 

Synod  of  the  Vmted  States. 

Received  of  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia |272  46 

<•  •<  Tohickon 687  80 

"  "  Goshenhoppen .,  .   .    727  74 

«  '<  East  Pennsylvania 1264  42 

*<  «'  Lebanon 1607  89 

"  Schuylkill 206  74 

«  '*  Lancaster 767  69 

**  «  East  Susquehanna 968  87 

"  «  West  Susquehanna 902  28 

«  <•  Lehigh 1146  28 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States |8874  61 

Synod  of  the  Potomac, 

Received  of  the  CUssis  of  Maryland |1807  89 

«                     «            Mercersburg 666  41 

<'                    **           JuniaU 1240  29 

<«           Carlisle 489  06 

•<                     «            Zion 280  00 

«<                    <'            GeUysburg 680  00 

Virginia 299  08 

*(                    «            North  Carolina 84  64 

••                   •*           Iowa 474  74 
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Reccired  of  the  CUwsis  of  Oregon 7  20 

*<  •<  Kaneaa 5  00 

Total  ftom  the  Synod  of  the  Potomao $6288  16 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 
Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Synod 18184  99 

BRieeUamout  8ourte». 

From  Locke  legpey  (principal) 12288  68 

"        **        «       (interest) 169  08 

"    Ladiee'  Missionary  Society  of  Forreeion,  Bl.,  per  Mrs. 

John  Zollinger 17  00 

«'    Adalaide  Dechant*B  legacy  (interest) 7  20 

"    Gerhart  legacy  (interest) 6  00 

"    St  Paul's  Eran.  Beformed  Charch,  New  Tork  City  .         8  00 

"    an  unknown  lady  friend 600  00 

*<    Ursinas  Union 200  00 

"    Loans 1000  00 

Balance  in  Treasury  Sept.  16, 1884 2676  44 

Total  from  Miseellaneoiis  Sources $6861  40 

Total  from  all  sources 128,664  06 

DUbuntmenU, 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year  by  the  Treasurer  of 

Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  .   .  |18,179  68 

Loan  made  to  the  First  Beformed  Church  of  San  Francisco, 

Gal.,  secured  by  a  judgment  .   .^ 8288  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  October  10*  1886 2186  48 

Total $28,664  06 

C^uiirdi  BxtmtUm  FSmd. 

D&. 

ToBalanoeintheTreasurySeptember  16, 1884 $810  72 

To  amount  reoeiyed  during  the  year  for  missions  in  Kansas 

and  eoDeeied  for  the  same  by  Ber.  D.  B.  Shuey  .  .  .  617  60 
To  amount  receiTed  fix>m  Ber.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer  of 

Mereersbnrg  dassis 87  60 

To  aoumnt  reoeiyed  fttm  Bot.  N.  8.  Strassburger,  Treasurer 

of  Ldii^  Classis 126  00 

To  amount  reeeiyed  from  Bot.  S.  8.  Miller,  Treasurer  of 

Maryland  Claaos 40  00 

To  amount  recdyed  for  Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Philsr 

ddphia,  from  Henry  Wirt,  Hanorer,  Pa. 100  00 
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To  ftmonnt  reomyed  from  Jas.  T.  Beber,  Trau.  Schuylkill 

Clasaif ,  received  of  Dr.  B.  BaiiBTni^ii (»0  00 

To  ftmount  receiyed  from  Rer.  J.  A-  Peters,  DaiiTille,  Pa  .   .  26  86 

To  amount  recelTed  from  Egypt  Charge,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.  .   .  15  00 

To  amount  reoeired  fix>m  Rey.  J.  G.  Dengler 26  00 

To  amount  reoeiyed  from  sundry  BouroeeandforBundiy  objects  89  00 

Total  from  all  sources $1336  68 

Cb. 

By  amount  paid  Bey.  H.  D.*  Barfaaker $22  00 

By  amount  paid  St.  Peter's  Church,  Oregon 100  00 

By  amount  paid  Beformed  Church,  Seattle,  W.  T. 16  10 

By  amount  paid  Bey.  Bausman,  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va  .   .   .    20  00 
By  amount  paid  Bey.  G.  H.  Johnston  for  use  of  the  Church  of 

the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia 821  86 

By  amount  paid  Bey.  D.  B.  Shuey,  for  Churches  in  Kansas  .  470  65 

Balance  in  Treasury  October  10, 1886 887  07 

Total $1886  68 

WiuhmffUm  Miuum  Fund, 
Db. 

To  Balance  in  Treasury  September  16,  1884 $26  00 

To  amount  receiyed  from  Bey.  U.  H.  Heilman,  Treas.  Carlisle 

Classis  from  Landisburg  Charge 5  88 

To  amount  receiyed  from.  Bey.  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Treas.  Tohickon 

Classis,  in  Aill  of  assessment ,   .   .    24  88 

To  amount  receiyed  from  Bey.  F.  W.  Eremer,  Treas.  of  Mission 

Fund  of  Ursinus  Union,  from  Bey.  Eli  Kellar's  Charge  .    12  60 
To  amount  receiyed  per  Bey.  I).  B.  Mauger,  Treas.  of  Goshen- 

hoppen  CUuisis *. 98  00 

Total  from  all  sources -^—    $166  81 

Or. 
By  amount  paid  Mrs.  A.  V.  L.  Miller,  on  account  of  a  note 

held  by  her  against  the  Board $100  00 

By  Balance  in  Treasury  October  10, 1886 66  81 

Total *$166  81 

Beepectfully  submitted, 
ffarritburff,  Oct  10, 1885.  Wh.  H.  Skbvrt,  TVMtvrer. 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  audit  the  account  of  William  H. 
Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  respectfully  report  that  we  have  attended  to 
the  duty  eigoined  upon  us  and  find  the  said  Treasurer's  account  Correct  with 
balances  in  the  seyeral  fiinds  as  stated  within.  Gbobob  Kubkul 

October  12, 1886.  W.  H.  H.  Sbtdbr. 

*  West  Sosquehanna  Classis  owes  Sl6  less  than  stated  In  Dr.  Eaohbaoh's  report  made^ 
to  Synod  last  year. 
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R£3>ORT  OF  THE  OOHMITTBE  OK  MISSIONS. 

Tour  oonunittee  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 
Hie  docamentfl  placed  in  your  committee's  hands  are, — 

1.  A  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions,  transmitting 
the  reports  of  the  other  officers. 

2.  A  oommiinication  ft^>m  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  informing  the  Synod  of 
certain  recent  action  of  the  Board  taken  at  its  last  annual  meeting. 

3.  The  printed  annaal  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

4.  The  eighth  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  including  a  report 
on  the  Washington  Chapel  Fund,  and  also  of  the  Church  Extension  Fund. 

5.  A  brief  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

/.  Home  MianoM, 
From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  your  committee  learn 
that  the  Board  has  at  present  under  its  charge  64  missions,  an  increase  of  two 
during  the  year.  We  learn  also  that  one  of  these  missions  has  become  self- 
supporting  during  the  period  coTered  by  the  report,  and  that  others  are  gradu- 
ally approaching  that  condition.  Six  of  these  missions  are  reported  '*  racant." 
From  the  Treasurer's  report  your  committee  learn  that  he  has  received  dur- 
ingthe  past  year  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  $8874.51,  or  |1185.11, 
more  than  last  year ;  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $5283.16,  an  increase  of 
1760.80  frt>m  the  PitUburgh  Synod;  $3184.91,  an  increase  of  $273.61 ;  and 
from  Miscellaneous  Sources,  $797.28. 

The  Treasurer  also  reports  that  there  was  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod  and  of  the  Board  during  the  year,  the  sum  of  $18,179.58,  and 
that  a  loan  of  $3288  was  granted  to  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  San  Francisco, 
CaL,  learing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $2186.48. 

The  amount  receiyed  for  church  extension  from  all  sources,  including  a 
balance  of  $310.72  fr^m  last  year,  was  $1836.68,  and  the  disbursements  $949.61, 
learing  a  balance  of  $887.07  in  the  treasury. 

The  report  shows  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  (September  16, 1884),  there 
was  a  balance  of  $26.00  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Washington  Mission  Fund. 
During  the  year  $140.81  were  receired  from  all  sources,  and  after  paying  $100 
OB  a  note  held  against  the  Board  by  a  private  indiridual,  there  remains  in  the 
teasury,  $66.81. 

In  reference  to  the  Washington  Mission  Chapel  Fund,  it  appears  frt>m  the 
minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Pottstown  (October,  1884),  that  there  was  at  that  time 
Btin  due  from  this  Synod  for  that  purpose  a  balance  of  $1807.35.  The  Trees- 
ver's  report  shows  that  during  the  year  following  amounts  were  paid,  rii. : 

From  Tohickon  Classis  (in  full) $24  88 

From  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  frt>m  Rot.  Eli  Keller*  s  charge, 

per  Rer.  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer 12  60 

From  Treasurer  of  Goshenhoppen  Classis 98  00 

From  West  Susquehanna  (per  error) 16  00 

Total  . $150  98 
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If  to  this  be  added  the  balance  of  $26  in  the  treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  (September  16,  1884),  it  will  appear  that  a  balance  is  still  due  the  Wash- 
ington Mission  Chapel  Fund  of  |1 156.42.  This  balance  is  due  firom  the  follow- 
ing classes : 

East  Pennsylvania |172  68 

Lancaster 81  34 

Philadelphia 285  00 

Goshenhoppen 838  40 

East  Susquehanna 842  50 

West  Susquehanna 86  50 

Total  due |1156  42 

On  this  subject  your  committee  in  response  to  the  request  of  the  Board  re- 
commends the  following  action : 

Bftolvedf  That  the  delinquent  classes  be  requested  to  make  speedy  payment 
of  this  indebtedness. 

The  Board,  through  its  Superintendent,  asks  for  the  sum  of  $22,000  to  carry 
forward  the  missionary  work  of  the  year  ensuing,  and  names  $12,000  as  the 
proper  proportion  for  this  Synod.  The  Board  also  requests  that  the  three 
Synods  jointly  raise  the  sum  of  $5000  for  church  extension  and  church  build- 
ing purposes,  and  suggests  the  sum  of  $2500  as  the  proper  sum  for  this  Synod. 
The  Board,  therefore,  asks  for  $14,500  from  this  Synod  for  the  current  year. 
Your  committee  recommends  that  this  Synod  cheerfully  assume  this  amount, 
and  use  every  endeavor  to  nuse  it  promptly,  and  that  it  be  apportioned  among 
the  several  classes  as  follows : 

East  Pennsylvania $1710 

Philadelphia 865 

Lebanon. 1720 

Lancaster 920 

East  Susquehanna 1790 

West  Susquehanna 950 

(}oshenhoppen 1390 

Tohickon 1300 

Lehigh 2090 

Schuylkill 1765 


$14,500 
Foreign  Mittiont, 

The  only  document  placed  in  your  committee's  hands  referring  to  this  depiui* 
ment  of  our  missionary  work  is  a  brief  report,  presented  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  T.  S. 
Johnston,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,being  a  brief  summary  of  the 
work  done  during  the  past  year.  This  document  being  herewith  presented  to  your 
reverend  body,  it  is  not  needfiil  that  the  various  items  it  contains  be  again 
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peated.  Tour  committee  le&rn  with  pleasure  that  the  special  blessing  of  the 
Lord  has  crowned  our  labors  in  this  direction.  This  is  manifest  in  the  &ct  that 
of  the  whole  present  number  of  additions  to  our  membership  in  Japan,  rery 
nearly  three-fourths  hare  been  made  during  the  year ;  that  the  Rer.  Mr.  Hoy 
WIS  ord^ned  and  commissioned  at  this  present  meeting  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
field ;  that  two  ladies,  Miss  Lizzie  B.  Poorbaugh  and  Miss  Mary  B.  Ault,  stand 
leady  to  go  to  Japan  as  teachers  so  soon  as  the  requisite  means  are  proyided. 
We  deem  it  a  matter  calling  for  special  thankfulness  on  our  part,  that  the 
political  features  of  the  Empire  of  Japan  are  so  to  be  changed  in  1890  as  to  more 
effectually  open  that  great  country  to  the  work  of  the  missionary,  and  thus 
greatly  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  sphere  of  our  usefulness  in  that  grand  field. 

In  Tiew  of  these  facts  your  committee  suggests  the  following  action : 

Beaolped  I.  That  we  return  to  the  great  head  of  the  church  our  devout  thanks 
^r  the  blessing  which  He  has  vouchsafed  our  missionary  work  both  at  home 
snd  abroad  during  the  past  year. 

Ruohed  II.  That  we  call  the  attention  of  all  the  classes  connected  with  the 
Synod  to  the  wide  field  of  usefulness  now  more  than  ever  inviting  and  claiming 
OUT  attention. 

Reaohtd  III.  That  we  commend  the  cause  both  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions 

to  the  daasee  of  this  Synod,  and  through  the  classes  to  pastors,  consistories, 

SnndayHKbools  and  people,  asking  all  to  remember  these  interests  in  their 

prayers,  public  and  private,  and  that  an  earnest  effort  be  made  throughout  this 

Synod  greatly  to  increase  our  contributions  for  this  purpose  during  the  ensuing 

year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  KiEFFBR,  Chairman. 

Rev.  A.  Carl  Whitmer  was  elected  by  this  Synod  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Missions  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board. 

The  following  persons  were  elected  as  the  members  to  represent 
this  Synod  on  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions :  Rev.  Wm.  H.  H. 
Snyder,  John  A.  Peters,  Isaac  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  John  H.  Sechler, 
George  Wolff,  D.D.,  D.  S.  Keller  and  William  H.  Seibert. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. '  The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees : 
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To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  conyened  at  Mifflin- 
burg,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  October,  1885. 

Fathbbs  akd  Bbbthbbx  :  Tour  Board  of  Trustees  beg  leare  to  present  the 
following  report.    The  Board  is  composed  of  the  following  members : 

Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker,  whose  term  expires  January  1,  1886. 

**    John  F.  Orth,  "         "  "  "         *•   1887. 

Rer.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D.,        **        ••  "  "         **  1888. 

Elder  John  Meily,  "        *'  *  "         "   1889. 

Rev.  John  W.  Steinmeta,        "         •*  "  "        *«   1890. 

As  Elder  Rudolph  F.  Kelker' s  term  expires  on  the  Ist  January,  1886,  we 

propose,  in  obedience  to  requirement  of  the  charter,  the  names  of  Elders  J.  J. 

Nissley  and  D.  B.  Mauger  as  suitable  candidates  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JoHR  F.  Obth,  Pretident, 

John  Mbilt,  Treaturtr,    In  account  with  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 

United  States. 

contingbnt  fund  aooount. 

1884.  Dr. 

Oct.  6.  To  Balance  in  hand I  20  78 

1886. 

Jan.   9.     *<  Cash  from    Rer.   T.   S.  Johnston,    D.D.,  Treas. 

Lebanon  Classis 50  00 

May  18.     '*  Cash  from  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susquehanna 

Classis 14  96 

"    28.     "  Cash    from   Rev.  T.  S.    Johnston,   D.D.,  Treas. 

Lebanon  Classis 65  00 

June  2.      **  Cash  from  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Fenna. 

aassis,  1881  and  1882 89  00 

Sep.  10.     "  Cash  from  W.  A,  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susquehanna 

Classis 83  05 

12.      *'  Cash  from  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassburger,  D.D..  Treas. 

Lehigh  Qassis 40  00 

18     "  Cash   from  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebeoker,  Treas.  Lan- 
caster aassis 26  00 

22.     '*  Cash  from  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna. 

Oassis 82  00 

29.     "  Cash  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  Treas.  Goshenhoppen 

Classis 32  00 

80.     "  Cash  from  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Treas.  Tohickon  Qassis .     82  00 
Oct.     1.     <«  Cash    from    H.   C.   Hoover,   Treas.  Philadelphia 

Classis 24  00 

1458  78 
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1881  Cb. 

Oct   6.    By  Gaah  pud  Bey.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D.,  traveling  expenees    .  $        96 

"      *<      «       <•       "    John  F.  Orth,  tnTeling  expenaee 2  85 

1885.    By  Gash  paid    John  MeUy 3  46 

Jan.  2.      <*      '•      '*      Rot.  S.  0.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Committee  on  Traet 
entitled  ."Additional    ProfeasorBhipa    in   Theological 

Seminary 16  00 

*'    28.      **    Cash  paid  Rer.  John  P.  Stein,  as  stated  clerk  and  trans- 
lating minutes,  &o 46  00 

May  28.      "    Cash  paid  Rer.  John  P.  Stein,  balance  on  account ...  69  60 

June  8.      «      "      «      Reformed  Publication  Board  account ....    100  00 

Sep.  14.     "      "      "            *«                "             '«      on    *•     .  .   .   .  70  00 

"    24.      ••      "      "            •«                 "              "       ""....  60  00 

Balance 92  44 

1468  78 

SXMUIA&T  AJfD  QMRBAVr  rVHD. 

1885.  Dr. 

Feb.    8.    To  Gash  six  moe.  int.  Gerhart  Legacy,  $800,  Harris- 

bnrg  city  bonds |    900 

"14.     **  Cash  Isaac  Mumma,  six  mos.  int.  part  E^ieffer 

Legacy 126  00 

Mar.  24.    "  Cash  Leonard  Mounts,  six  mos.  int  part  Kieffer 

Legacy 112  60 

Aug.  16.    '*  Cash  Isaac  Mumma,  six  mos.  int.  part  Kieffer 

Legacy 126  00 

Sep.  10.     *'  Cash  six  mos.  int.  Gerhart  Legacy,  |800,  Harris- 
burg  city  bonds 9  00 

"    26.    *<  Cash  C.  R.  Sherk,  six  mos.  int.  part  Cook  Legacy      80  00 
*'    80    "      '<    Leonard  Mounts,  six  mos,  int.  pan  Kieffer 

Legacy 112  60 

1885.  Cb. 

Ap).    2.    By  Cash  paid  John    B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological 

Seminary,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  six  mos.  int.  part 

Kieffer  Legacy ...  |126  00 

(«      i<      !•    Q^ii  to  Bame,  six  mos.  int.  Kieffer  Legacy     .   .  112  60 

Sep.  14.     **        •'    R.  F.  Kelker.Treas.  Foreign  Missions,  twelve 

mos.  int.,  flOO,  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

..      *«      <i    Qiyiii  ^^  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home  Missions,  twelve 

mos.  int,  $100,  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

«      '•      •'    Cash  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Hsher,  Treas.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, $100,  Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

Balance     267  60 

$628  00  $628  00 
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8IHKIS0  rUHD  AOOOUHT. 

1884.  Db. 

Oct    6.    To  balance  in  hand |886  68 

1885.  Cb. 

Mar.  81.    By  Cub  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibeii,  Treas.  Home  Mifl- 

sions,  on  account  of  a  loan |886  68 

^86  68  1886  68 

qblbach  claim. 
1884.  Db. 

Oct.    6.    To  balance  in  band $  85  00 

1885. 

Sep.  10.    "  Gasb  from  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Sosquebanna 

Classis 18  88 

**    22.    <*  Cash  from  Bey.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna. 

Classis 80  00 

"    26.     **  Gasb  from  Geo.  Hill,  Treas.  East  Susqnebanna 

Classis 80  00 

1884.  '  Cr. 

Oct  17.  By  Casb  paid  W.  D.  Gross,  Treas.  General  Synod  85  00 

Balance :   .   .   .   .  128  88 

1218  88  »218  88 

OOlTTniOSHT  FVHD  OT  OBVBBAL  BTHOD. 

1885.  Db. 

Sep.  10.    To  Casb  from  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susquebanna 

Classis I  80  00 

"    18.    "  Cash  Rot.  J.  H.  Pannebeoker,  Treas.  Lancaster 

GassiB 60  00 

**    22.    «  Casb  Rot.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna.  Classis  100  00 

<f    29.    ''     '*    D.  B.  Mauger,  Treas.  Gosbenboppen  Classis    80  00 

'    80.    *'      **    I.  G.  Gerbart,  Treas.  Tobickon  Classis    .   .      80  00 

Balance |340  00 

$840  00  $840  00 

oook  lboact. 

1884.  Db. 

Oct    6.    To  balance  in  band $1,200  00 

1884.  Cb. 

Not.  1.  By  Guh  loaned  C.  Penrose  Sberk,  first  mort- 
gage, five  per  cent  int*  payable  semi- 
annually      $1,200  00 

$1,200  00  $1,200  00 

An  of  wbicb  is  respectftilly  submitted, 
Lebanon,  Oct.  6, 1885.  John  Mult,  n^agurer. 
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We,  Uie  undersigned  committee,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Tmsteea  of  Synod, 
bATe  examined  the  within  and  foregoing  account  of  Elder  John  Meiljr,  Treaa., 
•ad  find  the  same  to  be  correct 


JOHH  W.  SniKMETZ,    \     y,. .^.. 

Rudolph  F.  KiLKBB,  /   «w»«»^- 


BUmiABT. 

Balance  Contingent  Fund  account $  92  43 

'<       Seminary  and  Oerhart  Fund 267  60 

**       Sinking  Fund  account 

«       Gelbach  Oaim 128  88 

"       Contingent  Fund  of  Oeneral  Synod  ....    840  00 
<'      Cook  Legacy 

$828  81 


ooimiTaurT  ram  Of  thb  stuod  nr  thb  uvitsd  stars. 

Amounts  unpaid  at  time  of  making  statement  for  Synod,  October  6,  1885. 

1885       Lebanon  Classis |  64.00 

East  Susquehanna  Classis 82.00 

Pud  in  since  rendering  statement. —  $96.00 

Oct  10.  By  Cbah  Rer.  T.  8.  Johnston,  D.D 82.00 

Treasurer  Lebanon  Classis 

Balance  $64.00 

ABMABS  Oir  COMTINOBirT  VUND. 
UHPAID. 

Lebanon  Classis  1881-82 $  67.00 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  1882 22.00 

$  89.00 

Balance  due  Contingent  Fund 148.00 

Sufficient  to  pay  balance  due  Reformed  Publication 

Board.    The  amount  of  said  balance  is  ...   .    180.00 

$278.00 

$862.00 
This  does  not  include  a  charge  made  for  interest  of 

$11.62  to  July  8,   1885 

In  regard  to  Sinking  Fund,  I  respectftilly  refer  you  to  proceedings  of  Synod 
tt  Pottstown,  1884.    Page  66. 

"  Koi  one  cent  *'  has  been  receiTed  by  the  Treasurer  on  account  of  said 
Puad. 
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CONTISaniT  FUVD  OF  QKinRlX  SnrOD   UMPUD    at  TIMB    Of   MAKIKO   8TATEMXST, 

OCTOBER  6,  1885. 

Lebanon  CUssIb $180.00 

Philadelphia  ClaasiB 60.00 

East  Susquehanna  ClassiB 100.00 

West  Susquehanna  Classia Balanoe    80.00 

Lehigh  ClaBsis 110.00 

$480.00 

PAID  IN  BINOB  BBNBSBniO  BTATBICBM?. 

Oct.  10.  By  Cash  Rey.  Thoe.  S.  Johnston,  D.D.,  Treasurer  Leb- 
anon Classis 90.00 

Balanoe  due  fSdO.OO 

ABBBARAQBS  OX  QBLBAGH  CLAIM    AND    IHTBRX8T    OX    8AMB    UNPAID    OOTOBXR   6, 

1885. 

East  PennsylTania  Classis '  .  $50.00 

Philadelphia  aassis 06.00 

Goshenhoppen  Classis 11.20 

East  Susquehanna  Classis 48.00 

$206.20 

Since  making  up  within  statements,  have  reoeiTed  from  James  T.  Beber, 

Treasurer  Schuylkill  Classis,  as  follows : 

On  Aoot.,  Contingent  Fund,  General  Synod $90.00 

**  "  District    «*       82.00 

$122.00 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report.  It 
was  taken  up  item  hj  item  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  reports  as  follows : 
The  items  reflerred  to  us  are, — 

I«    The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

II.    The  $660.00  aBSumed  by  Synod  to  repiur  the  Seminary  property  at 
Laneaster,  Pa. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  we  leam, 

a.  That  it  was  audited  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Synod. 

6.  That  all  the  Qasses  haTe  paid  in  Ml  their  last  yearns  apportionment  for 
contingent  eipenaee  of  Synod,  except  the  Classes  of  Lebanon  and  East  Susque* 
hanna. 

e.    That  the  fbltowing  balances  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod, 

▼ti. : 

of  the  Contingent  Fund  of  Stynod $  92.48 

of  the  Seminary  and  Gerhard  Fund 267.50 

Ibr  the  Qelbaoh  olatm 128.38 

fbr  the  ooalingent  expeaBes  of  Oeatral  Synod 840.00 
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d.  That  the  unpaid  assessments  for  contingent  expenses  of  Synod  amount  to 
$153.00. 

e.  That  the  unpaid  assessments  for  contingent  expenses  of  General  Synod 
amomit  to  $480.00.  (Of  this  amount,  howerer,  $90.00  were  received  from  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  since  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  "  rendered 
his  statement*'  and  his  report  was  audited). 

The  unpaid  apportionments  for  the  Oelbach  claim  and  interest  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Classis  of  East  PennsyWania $90.00 

CUssis  of  PhihidelphU 96.00 

Classis  of   Goshenhoppen 11.20 

Classis  of  East  Susquehanna 48.00 

$246.20 

The  unpaid  assessments  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  General  Synod  are  as 
follows: 

Classis  of  Lebanon $  90.00 

Philadelphia 60.00 

East   Susquehanna 100.00 

West  Susquehanna 80.00 

Uhigh 110.00 

$890.00 

(Since  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  rendered  *'  Us  statement/*  James  T.  Reber, 
Treasurer  of  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill,  paid  him  $90.00  for  contingent  expenses 
of  General  Synod,  which  is  the  one-half  of  this  Classis  assessment  for  this 
Fund). 

The  unpaid  assessments  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  Synod,  are  as  fol- 
bws: 

Classis  of  East  Susquehanna 1882  $22.00 

*•  "  1884  82.00 


•<  Lebanon 1881-1882      67.00 

••  ««  1884  82.00 


$64.00 


99.00 

$168.00 

(Snoe  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  rendered  "  his  statement,**  James  T.  Reber, 

Treasurer  of  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill,  paid  him  $82.00  for  the  contingent 

expenses  of  Synod,  which  is  the  one-half  of  this  Classis  apportionment  for 

this  Fund  for  the  year  1884). 

Tour  Committee  estimated  the  contingent  expenses  of  Synod  for  the  year,  to 
be  $500.00,  which,  and  the  $650.00  assumed  to  repair  the  Seminary  property 
at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  are  apportioned  among  the  Classes  on  the  basis   of  commu- 
nicant members  reported,  the  former  at  8  6-10  mills,  and  the  latter  at  9  8-10 
mills  per  member,  as  follows : 
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11-1  slM 

Qftssis  of  East  PennBjlTania $69  |66 

PhUadelphia? 80  88 

*'        Lebanon 69  65 

**        Lancaster 82  85 

East  Susquehanna 68  69 

West  Susquehanna 88  86 

Goshenhoppen 47  51 


14 
4( 
f< 

•<        Tohickon 47  61 

"        Lehigh 72  79 


SchuylkUl 61  67 

1608  $651 

"  Not  one  oent  '*  having  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
of  Synod  during  the  year,  the  unpaid  apportionments  for  this  Fund  remain  the 
same  as  they  were  a  year  ago,  vii. : 

Lebanon  Classis 1881        $108.00 

1882  240.00 

$848.00 

East  Pennsylvania 1881  72,26 

1882         100.00 

172.00 

$620.00 
(See  Minutes  of  Synod  U.  S.,  1884,  p.  66). 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  following  resolution  for  adoption  : 

Haolvedf  That  Synod  requests  the  delinquent  Classes  to  make  speedy  pay- 
ment  of  their  respective  arrearages  of  their  apportionments  for  contingent 
expenses  of  Synod,  for  contingent  expenses  of  General  Synod,  for  the  Gelbach 
claim  and  intere.«t  and  for  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Respeotftilly  submitted, 

N.  S.  SniABSBcrBOiB,  Chaimum. 

As  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  account  of  Treasurer  of  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis  and  the  account  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Missions  concern- 
ing the  Gelbach  claim,  it  was  resolved  that  this  item  in  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Finance  be  referred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  the  Treasurer 
of  Synod,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  the  Treasurer  of  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis  for  examination,  and  that  the  results  of  the  investigation 
be  reported  to  this  Synod.        And  farther 

Retolvedf  That  the  Treasurer  of  this  Synod  and  the  Treasurer  of  General 
Synod  be  requested  to  pay  all  moneys  received  on  the  Gelbach  claim  into  the 
reasuiy  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 
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The  committee  appointed  hj  the  President,  consisting  of  Elders  Jones 
Detweiler  and  Daniel  8hepp  to  collect  the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents 
from  each  delegate  submitted  its  report,  which  was  adopted.  The 
committee  reports  that  the  duty  was  attended  to,  and  that  $17.50 
were  collected  and  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  pastor  of  this  Chundi. 

Resolved,  That  the  salary  of  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  be  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  instead  of  one  hundred  as  heretofore. 

Elder  J.  J.  Nissley  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  in 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Min- 
utes of  Classes  under  the  head  of  Appeals,  the  first  item  was  re- 
ferred to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  A.  Bomber- 
ger,  J.  B.  Shumaker,  F.  C.  Yost,  and  Elders  Robert  Patterson  and 
D.  dinger,  who  subsequently  reported  the  following  action,  which 
was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Appeal  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartiel  fh>m  the  action  of  the 
CUnis  of  Tohiekon,  beg  leave  to  rei)ort  that  the  Committee  find  the  Appeal 
taken  in  regalar  form  according  to  requirements  of  Constitution. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  case  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  at  9  A.  M.,  and  in  the  following  manner : 

1.  The  papers  proper  to  the  case  to  be  read. 

2.  The  appeUant  to  be  allowed  thirty  minutes  in  Yindication  of  his  ap^ 
peal. 

3.  The  respondent  or  Classis  to  foUow  and  be  allowed  forty-fire  minutes  in 
iU  defense. 

4.  The  appellant  shall  be  allowed  fifteen  minutes  to  respond. 

0.  Tlie  matter  then  to  be  submitted  to  Synod ;  each  member  desiring  to  speak 

hieing  aUowed  fire  minutes,  after  which  the  vote  to  be  taken  in  the  usual 

form. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  H.  a.  Bombcbobr. 

After  the  reading  of  the  papers  proper  in  the  case  the  above  or- 

<ler  was  laid  on  the  table  and  the  following  resolution  was  received 

aad  adopted : 
BuolveJ,  1.  That  inasmuch  as  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  in  the  matter  of 

5 


66 

the  Hartzers  Appeal  Case  it  is  eyident  to  this  body  that  the  Tohickon  Classis 
was  somewhat  irregular,  we  do  therefore  refer  the  matter  back  to  the  Classis  for 
readjudication. 

A   REFERENCE   OF    LEBANON    CLASSIS    TO    SYNOD    IN    REGARD  TO    ST. 
PAUL'S  CHURCH,  BETHEL    TOWNSHIP,  LEBANON  CO.,  PA. 

The  fifth  item  in  the  Report  on  Overtures  was  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  D.  £.  Klopp,  D.D.,  T.  O. 
Stem,  F.  C.  Yost,  Elder  J.  Rader  and  William  Moyer,  who  subse- 
quently presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  delegation  from 
Lebanon  Classis  to  give  a  deliverance  in  regard  to  the  action  of  that  Classis  in 
the  matter  of  the  difiBcuItj  of  St.  Paul's  (Klopp's)  Reformed  Church,  having 
examined  the  action  of  Lebanon  Classis,  the  original  deed  devising  certain  prop- 
erty to  the  sole  use  of  the  Reformed  Church  forever,  and  other  papers,  and 
having  heard  other  statements  of  brethren,  begs  leave  respectfullj  to  report  the 
following  action : 

It  is  the  judgment  of  this  Synod  that  the  Lebanon  Classis  has  acted  wisely 
and  ac^udicated  properly,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  in  recognizing  and  acknowledging  the 
consistory  and  congregation  which  filled  the  vacancies  in  the  consistory  that 
was  constituted  May  9,  1885,  as  the  regular,  legal  Reformed  Congregation  of 
St.  Paul's  Church  (known  as  Klopp's).  Bethel  Township,  Lebanon  County,  Pa.; 
and  further,  this  Synod  approves  the  action  of  the  Classis  in  prohibiting  any 
Reformed  minister  from  serving  the  disaffected  part  of  said  congregation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  E.  Klopp,  Chairman. 

THE  REQUEST  OF  PETITIONERS  IN  BEHALF  OF  R.   A.  VAN  COBT. 

The  third  item  from  the  report  of  Committee  on  Overtures  was 
ffeferred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  D.  O.  Shoema- 
ker, D.  E  Klopp,  J.  B.  Shumaker,  Elders  George  W.  Hensel  and 
H.  F.  Troutman,  who  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  asking  for  the  restora> 
•tion  of  R.  A.  Van  Cert  to  the  Christian  Ministry,  beg  leave  to  report,  that,  after 
carefully  considering  the  petitions,  along  with  other  data  brought  to  their  no- 
itice,  the  following  action  is  recommended  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  Syned  refuses  to  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners, 
or  to  take  any  action  which  points  toward  the  restoration  of  R.  A.  Van  Cort  to 
(the  Holy  Ministry  at  this  time. 

2.  Retolvedf  That  should  the  petitioner,  R.  A.  Van  Cort,  at  any  time  in  the 
future  be  obedient  io  the  reguirjcmenls  of  the  word  of  Ood  and  the  Constitution 
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of  tlie  Refonned  Church,  the  Qoshenhoppen  CImsIs  may  take  action  in  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  to  that  end  Synod  grants  its  full  power,  if  such  power  should  be  re- 
quired. Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  O.  Shobmakbk,   Chavrman, 


ARTICLE  XVII, 

OOMPLAINT8. 

The  fourth  item  in  the  Report  of  the  (Committee  on  Overtures  was 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  D.  Van  Home, 
Charles  6.  Fisher  and  Elder  Jno.  F.  Orth,  who  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Spedal  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  of  Rey.  George 
A.  Zellers,  against  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that 
they  hare  given  attention  to  the  matter  entrusted  to  them,  and  find  that  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  facts  in  the  case,  yis. : 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Lebanon  Classis  before  the  division,  (i.  e., 
in  1884),  pledges  were  given  in  aid  of  a  beneficiary  student  named  George  A. 
Lnckenbill,  to  the , extent  of  $175.  The  fact  that  this  sum  was  pledged  by 
members  of  the  Classis  was  recorded  by  the  stated  clerk,  but  not  the  names  of 
those  giving  pledges  or  amounts  they  individually  pledged.  Accordingly,  the 
ClaBsis,  at  its  last  annual  session,  did  not  call  the  roll  and  ascertain  what  mem- 
bers had  fulfilled  the  pledge. 

The  Treasurer  of  Gassis,  however,  seems  to  have  kept  a  memorandum  of 
the  persons  making  the  pledges  and  the  amounts  pledged,  and  f^om  this  it  is 
tscertjuned  that  $38  85  of  the  whole  amount  had  not  yet  been  paid  towards  the 
student's  support.  In  view  of  these  fiscts  we  present  the  following  resolution 
for  adoption : 

1.  Setolv^d,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  the  Treasurer  of  Lebanon 
Classis,  as  it  existed  before  the  division,  ought  to  make  earnest  eflfort  to  have 
the  pledges  in  favor  of  Bro.  Luckenbill,  made  at  the  annual  meeting  in  1884, 
redeemed  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  that  the  brother  may  be  paid  the  amount 
prouised  without  delay. 

2.  Setolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  a  Classis  to  hold  its  clergy  responsible  for 
the  payment  of  all  pledges  given  by  them.    Respectfully  submitted. 

David  VahHohni. 


ARTICLE  XVin. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

No  special  action  was  taken  on  this  subject.  Addresses  were 
delivered  to  the  Sunday-school  on  Sunday  afternoon  as  reported 
by  Committee  on  Religious  Services. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 
I.  BEPOBT  OF  BOABD. 

To  the  Synods  in  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac.  The  Publication 
Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  would  respectiullj  submit 
the  following  Beport  :— 

The  Board  held  three  regular  sessions  during  the  year.  The  Officers  of  the 
preceding  year  were  continued,  tIi.  : — George  Gelbach,  Esq..  Prendent,  and  Ber. 
Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 

From  the  Annual  Statement  submitted  by  the  Superintendent^  Ber.  Charles  G. 
Fisher,  at  the  last  meeting,  September  3d,  is  to  be  gathered  the  following : — 

AMOUNt  OP  BUSINESS  FOB  1885: 

Subscriptions  in  Periodical  Department $25,650.00 

Sales  in  Book  Department 16,746.87 

Total $42,396.87 

BBCEIFT8  FOB  THB  TBAB  BNDING  JULY  SlST,  1885 : 

From  Periodicals $28,311.29 

"      Bookstore 14,919.23 

"      Rents 618.00 

"      Collections 248.00 

"      Miscellaneous  Sources 701.08 

Total  Receipts.  .   .' $39,697.60 

DISBUBSBMBNTS : 

Loans,  etc.,  paid $150.00 

Printing,  Paper  and  Binding 19,123.41 

Interest 2,528.60 

Commissions 863.54 

•  Merchandise 4,894.54 

Salaries 6,350.90 

Taxes  and  Insurance 1,015.00 

Postage  and  Expressage 750.90 

Miscellaneous 2,984.64 

Total  Disbursements $38,661.53 

Excess  of  Receipts $1,036,07 

LIABILITIBS— 1885 : 

Kotes  on  which  Interest  is  paid. $27,361.90 

Mortgage  on  Building 15,000.00 

Miscellaneous 6,277.66 

Total  1885 $48,639.56 

liabUiUes  1884 47,340.60 

Increase  of  LlabilitieB .  $1,398.96 
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A88BT8,  1885: 

Ai  eiUmaUd  by  CommiUee: 

Book  Aoconnts. $3,925.00 

Periodical  Aoooonta 13,841.00 

Stock  in  Store 5,627.69 

Books  in  Sheets 3,451.00 

Paper  on  Hand 506.00 

Stereotype  Plates 3,500.00 

Miseellaneoos 4,829.00 

Beal  Estate 35,000.00 

Total  1885 $70,679.69 

Total  1884 68.896.93 

Increase  of  Assets $1,782.76 

Anets $70,679.69 

liabilities, 48,639.56 

Excess  of  Assets $22,040.13 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Stock,  etc.,  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted : 

Philadelphia,  September  3d,  1885. 

To  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States :  Your 
Committee  appointed  to  take  account  of  Stock  and  examine  into  the  Accounts  of 
the  Board,  beg  lea^e  to  ofier  the  following  as  our  report : — 

Ist  We  have  carefully  gone  over  the  books  and  other  stock  in  the  store,  and 
made  an  estimate  of  what  we  believe  to  be  their  actual  value  as  set  forth  in  the 
Saperintendent's  report  While  there  are  still  some  unsalable  goods  on  hand, 
as  there  always  will  be,  yet  the  bulk  of  our  stock  is  fresh  and  in  good  condition. 

2d.  We  find  nearly  $20,000  due  on  book  and  periodical  accounts  (exclusive  of 
nearly  $4,000  of  long  standing  and  very  little  of  which  can  be  collected).  Itgoes 
without  saying  that,  to  lose  the  interest  on  so  large  an  amount  due  us,  and  then 
pay  interest  to  others  for  the  use  of  a  like  amount,  consumes  a  very  large  share  of 
oar  profits.  We  recommend  that  our  Superintendent  send  a  special  appeal,  in 
the  name  of  the  Board,  urging  delinquents  to  pay  up  their  accounts,  since  by 
their  neglect  to  do  so  they  are  embarrassing  and  crippling  our  operations. 

3d.  We  are  glad  to  report  that  the  receipts  of  the  establishment  have  exceeded 
the  disbuivements  by  over  $1,000. 

4th.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  about  $1,300  in  liabilities,  and  an  incsease 
of  nearly  $1,800  in  assets  over  last  year. 

Of  course,  our  assets  may  be  worth  considerably  more  than  we  estimate  them, 
but  it  is  always  best  to  be  on  the  safe  side. 

On  the  whole,  we  regard  the  affairs  of  the  Board  as  being  in  a  very  satisfactory 
ooodition,  notwithstanding  the  general  depression  of  the  times,  and  we  believe 
&at  the  superintendent  and  employees  have  all  done  their  work  faithfully  and 
veU. 

In  view  of  the  large  amount  needed  to  meet  interest  indebtedness  (for  which 
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this  Board  is  not  responsible),  we  would  ask  the  Synods  to  urge  their  congrega- 
tions to  contribute  by  collections  or  otherwise,  annually,  and  as  liberally  as  pos- 
sible, to  meet  this  necessity.  G.  8.  Gbiffith, 

Geo.  Gblbach, 
J.  W.  LovK. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  also  shows  that  during  the  year  there 
has  been  a  slight  falling  o£f  in  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the  Church  peri- 
odicals, and  a  marked  increase  in  that  of  the  Sunday-school,  with  one  excep- 
tion. The  cause  for  the  decrease  in  the  former  is  to  be  accounted  for,  doubtless,  in 
the  stringency  of  the  times,  and  the  failure  of  pastors  and  others  to  see  that  sub- 
scribers continue  their  subscriptions,  or  to  interest  themselves  so  much  as  to 
have  their  members  generally  become  readers  of  the  Church  paper.  The  reason 
for  the  great  increase  in  the  latter  is.  no  doubt,  chiefly  owing  to  the  growing  desire 
to  have  the  helps  of  our  own  Church  used  in  the  schools  instead  of  those  issued 
by  outside  irresponsible  persons.  There  is  still  room  for  a  greater  circulation  of 
them,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  no  distant  day  there  will  not  be  a  single  school 
within  our  bounds  that  does  not  use  the  helps  issued  by  your  Board. 

In  the  Book  Department  a  fair  and  careful  business  has  been  done  during  the 
year,  the  times  affecting  its  sales  also  to  some  extent  The  number  of  books, 
tracts  and  services  of  different  kinds  printed  for  this  department  during  the  year 
was  52,450. 

In  reference  to  the  matter  of  transferring  the  management  of  the  Publishing 
Interests  to  a  company  of  private  individuals  referred  to  the  Board  by  the  Sy- 
nods— United  States  and  Potomac — ^at  their  respective  meetings  last  October,  the 
Board,  after  duly  considering  the  whole  subject  at  its  meeting  in  December  last, 
unanimously  concluded  that  in  its  judgment  it  was  not  advisable  to  recommend 
such  a  transfer.  Its  reasons  for  coming  to  such  a  conclusion  were  duly  published 
in  full  in  The  Messenger  of  December  10th,  1884. 

Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  Synodical  Editor  of  Pittsburgh  Synod,  having  resigned 
that  position  in  consequence  of  his  removal  from  the  bounds  of  the  Synod,  and 
his  resignation  being  accepted  by  the  Board,  Rev.  D.  B.  Lady,  of  Curllsville,  Pa., 
was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Synod.  It 
will,  therefore,  devolve  upon  that  Synod  to  fill,  by  election,  this  vacancy  then 
occurring. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  D.D.,  offered  his  resignation  as  Editor  of  "  The  Guardian," 
to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  present  year.  The  Board,  with  r^et,  accepted 
the  same,  and  unanimously  elected  Rev.  H.  M.  Eieffer,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  his  suc- 
cessor. 

The  term  of  James  T.  Reber,  Trustee  fh)m  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  and 
that*of  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  expiring  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  the  Synods  named  will  therefore  have  to  fill  the  vacancies  that  will 
thus  occur  in  the  Board  at  their  coming  annual  sessions. 

Chab.  G.  Fisher,  Secretary.  Geo.  Gblbach,  President, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  907  Areh  St ,  Sept.  14, 1884. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
report  was  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  taken 
up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 
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The  Gommittee  on  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  respectfully  pre- 
sents to  Synod  the  following  report : — 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  is  the  only  document  placed 
in  the  hands  of  your  Committee.  The  Board  unanimously  concluded  that  in 
its  judgment  it  was  not  advisable  to  transfer  the  management  of  the  Publica- 
tion interests  to  a  company  of  private  indiyiduals.  For  the  year  just  closed  the 
liabilities  have  been  increased  by  $1,298  96.  The  assets  hare  also  increased 
$1,782.76,  showing  an  increase  of  assets,  over  increase  of  liabilities,  $483,80. 
At  the  present  time  the  sum  total  of  liabilities  is  $48,639.66,  and  the  excess  of 
assets  oTer  liabilities  amounts  to  $22,040.13. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  account  of  stock,  and  examine  into  the 
aeoount  of  the  Board,  express  themseWes  as  finding  the  affairs  in  a  Tery  patis- 
tactory  condition,  notwithstanding  the  general  depression  of  the  times,  and  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  superintendent  and  employees  have  all  done  their  work 
fsithfally  and  well.  But  the  lamentable  condition  of  affairs  that  lay  as  an  in- 
cnbus  upon  the  publication  interests  is  still  a  burden  that  retards  all  prospects 
of  speedy  relief. 

The  large  amount  paid  for  interest  on  the  debt  that  should  have  been  can' 
celled  if  the  action  of  Synod,  after  the  heavy  loss  at  Chambersburg,  had  been 
carried  out,  and  the  large  amount  due  from  ministers,  elders  and  laymen,  on 
hook  accounts  and  subscriptions  for  the  periodicals,  thus  losing  the  interest 
on  said  dues  and  paying  interest  on  money  borrowed  in  consequence  for  carry- 
ing on  the  publication  interest  is  a  continual  drain  of  over  $8000  yearly  that 
embarrasses  the  Board. 

In  view  of  these  fkets  your  Committee  would  submit  the  following  proposed 
action: — 

1.  Retolotd  that  this  Synod  instructs  the  Classes  to  adopt  such  measures  on 
this  sabject  a?  will  secure  a  prompt  payment  of  subscriptions. 

2.  Resolved,  that  the  Board  of  Publication  be  instructed  to  compel  all  delin- 
qoents  to  pay  up  their  respective  amounts  due  on  books  and  periodicals  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

3.  Retolved,  that  the  Board  of  Publication  be  instructed  not  to  allow  any 
credits  on  either  book  or  periodical  accounts. 

4.  Ruohtd,  that  Synod  directs  the  several  classes  to  request  its  pastors 
earnestly  to  assist  the  Board  in  its  efforts  to  lessen  the  danger  of  loss  in  this 
direction. 

5.  Resolved^  that  we  renew  the  recommendation  to  classes,  consistories  and 
ptstors  to  secure  large  subscription  lists  to  the  Messenger  and  other  periodicals 
uf  the  Church,  and  that  the  several  classes  shall  consider  it  a  duty  to  make 
proper  inquiries  at  their  meetings  whether  the  matter  has  been  attended  to. 

The  term  of  James  T.  Reber,  Trustee,  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, 

expires  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  consequently  there  will  be  a  vacancy  in 

the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  MoHR,  Chairman. 
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Beeolvedy  that  in  addition  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Bellefonte, 
in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  minutes  of  Synod,  the  several 
classes  be  directed  to  instruct  the  pastois,  in  preparing  their  annual 
statistical  reports,  not  to  ask  more  than  twice  as  many  copies  of  the 
minutes  as  there  are  members  in  the  consistories  of  their  several 
charges. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  printed,  for  distribution, 
three  thousand  four  hundred  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod,  equal  to 
the  number  of  copies  called  for  by  the  several  Classes,  as  well  as  a 
sufficient  number  for  distribution  to  ministers  of  Reformed  Church. 

James  T.  Reber  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  George  Gelbach,  6.  W. 
Hensel  and  J.  T.  Reber. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

The  rules  of  order  adopted  one  year  ago,  with  the  exception  of 
the  seventh  it^m,  were  followed  for  the  first  time  in  the  government 
of  this  Synod.  Having  not  appeared  in  the  published  minutes  of 
this  Synod,  they  are  inserted  here  for  future  use  at  its  annual 
sessions. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

/.  Organization^  etc, 

1.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  at  the  hour  to  which  the 
Judicatory  had  been  adjourned,  immediately  call  the  members  to 
order,  and  open  the  session  with  the  prescribed  religious  services. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Stated  Clerk  shall  call  the 
members  to  order,  and  put  in  nomination  a  President  pro  tenu,  who 
shall  preside  until  the  President  is  present,  or  until  an  election  has 
been  held.  Should  the .  President  and  the  Stated  Clerk  both  be 
absent,  then  the  oldest  minister  present  shall  perform  this  office. 

3.  The  roll  shall  then  be  called,  on  which  the  names  of  all  those 
entitled  to  a  seat  and  having  proper  credentials  shall  have  been 
entered,  and  about  whose  right  there  is  no  contest.  If  a  quorum  be 
present,  the  Judicatory  may  proceed  to  business ;  but  if  not,  any 
two  members  present  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time  to  give  oppor- 
tunity for  a  quorum  to  assemble. 
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4.  If  a  contest  be  made  as  to  the  right  of  any  one  claiming  a 
seat,  or  there  be  present  two  or  more  sets  of  delegates  from  a  lower 
Judicatory,  the  matter  shall  at  once  be  referred  t4)  a  committee,  who 
shall  examine  into  the  case,  and  report  at  the  earliest  possible 
time. 

5.  As  soon  as  an  organization  has  been  fully  efiected,  an  election 
shall  be  held  for  such  officers  as  may  be  required  by  the  Ck>nstitu- 
tion  of  the  Church  or  the  custom  of  the  Judicatory. 

6.  The  limits  which  define  the  Bar  of  the  House  shall  be  deter- 
mined immediately  on  the  organization,  by  the  President,  and  no 
one  without  it  shall  be  able  to  use  any  right  of  a  member  of  the 
Judicatory. 

7.  A  quorum  to  transact  business  in  any  Judicatory  shall  consint 
of  a  majority  of  the  members  representing  a  majority  of  the  lower 
courts  composing  it. 

II.  Duiies  of  the  Prendeni, 

8.  When  the  president  has  opened  the  Bewion,aDd  fin^Ua  quorum 
present  after  the  first  day,  he  shall  cause  the  minute*  of  the  \9T*u*M' 
ing  day  to  be  read,  and,  if  necessar}*,  to  be  corrected,  mhnti  h<'  Khali 
declare  them  approved ;  and  before  the  final  adj^/umm^tit  th<;  ti" 
maining  proceedings  shall  be  read  and  corrected ;  and  wh^m  ri/>  fiirth^T 
corrections  are  required  the  president  shall  say  :  ''.Shall  th<$  fu'iU' 
utes  be  now  approved  ?"  If  no  objectir^DS  be  made,  be  nhall  t\*'Anr*'. 
them  to  stand  approved. 

9.  He  shall  preserve  order,  guard  againut  tb«  rVfluiUm  '/f  ih<' 
Constitution  of  the  Church  and  the  Rukss  r>f  <'>rd#>r,  sftd  iwUnvf/r 
to  conduct  all  business  to  a  speedy  and  propw-  /Y>n/'i'*>i/ifi, 

10.  He  shall,  as  soon  as  posible  after  the  orj^rjizatK/fi  h«4  t^>  u 
effected,  appoint  the  several  standing  cr/nir/wft/-^  f^l«,ir<^l  fm  i\^ 
prompt  accomplishment  of  the  bocineei  \i*^-trf:  tl^  JuAtfnt/^r/  V*  th/ 
Dumber  designated  by  the  eonstitotJon  or  iu  ff^^f/.w;  nw),  r.r«{^M 
otherwise  provided  for,  be  shall  appriiot  ail  f^-r/.p/rary  ///f##w,.»*/^« 
that  may  be  called  fi>r  in  the  procee«  of  \fn\\tt^%», 

11.  He  shall  keep  exact  account  M  all  it^rw* '/  \f.tU,*^  'Ut  h»y* 
been  laid  over  or  assigned  to  a  particular  day,  utA  ^a^\  if^fh  up  ftf 
the  proper  time. 

12.  He  shall  receive  all  auBaVat^  ny^ru,  «j^t,u,'»u>^%*^40*,  ^*/  , 
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addressed  to  or  intended  for  the  Judicatory,  and  with  its  consent  re- 
fer them  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

13.  He  shall  sign  the  minutes  and  all  addresses  or  circulars,  etc., 
issued  by  the  Judicatory,  and  decide  all  questions  of  order  subject 
to  an  appeal. 

14.  He  may  state  a  question  sitting,  but  shall  rise  to  put  it,  and 
in  this  form  :  '*  As  many  as  are  in  &vor  (as  the  question  may  be) 
say  *  aye.' "  After  the  affirmation  is  expressed, — **  As  many  as  are 
opposed  say '  no.' "  K  in  doubt  as  to  the  results,  or  a  division  is 
called  for,  those  voting  in  the .  affirmative  shall  rise,  stand  and  be 
counted ;  aftier  which  those  voting  in  the  negative  shall  also  rise, 
stand  and  be  counted,  when  the  president  shall  announce  the  result. 

15.  The  president  shall  vote  in  all  cases  when  the  vote  is  by  bal- 
lot, or  when  his  vote  be  decisive.  In  all  cases  of  a  tie  the  question 
shall  be  lost. 

III.  Duties  of  (he  Stated  Clerk. 

16.  The  Stated  Clerk  shall  have  prepared  in  advance  of  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Judicatory  a  complete  roll  of  its  members,  and 
as  soon  as  possible  perfect  a  roll  of  those  members  present  for  the 
use  of  the  president. 

17.  He  shall  make  a  correct  and  concise  minute  of  all  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  carefully  preserve  the  same.  He  shall,  if  required, 
make  up  a  correct  and  authenticated  copy  of  the  same,  and  trans- 
mit the  same  in  due  time  to  the  higher  Judicatory  for  review.  He 
shall  read  all  papers  by  order  of  the  president ;  shall  publish  due 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  all  stated  meetings,  and,  by  order  of 
the  president,  of  all  special  meetings. 

18.  No  memorial,  communication  or  other  paper  confided  to  hi^ 
care  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  without  the  warrant  of  the 
Judicatory. 

19.  He  shall  make  a  digest  of  the  legislative  actions,  and  all  de- 
cisions made  on  constitutional  questions,  or  the  Rule  of  Order,  by 
the  Judicatory,  for  convenient  reference. 

IV.  The  Order  of  Busifteas. 
*20.  After  the  minutes  have  been  read  and  approved,  an  oppor- 

*  NoTS.— As  an  error  occurred  in  the  commlttee'e  eoDsecaUre  nambering  of  the»« 
Rules  of  Order,  by  passing  from  19  to  21,  and  perpetuated  the  same  in  the  copy  printed 
under  its  superrision  during  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod  at  Baltimore,  it  became 
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tunityshal]  be  given  to  announce  the  presence  of  recently  arrived 
membera  or  secundi,  in  order  that  they  may  be  recognized. 

21.  Basiness  unfinished  at  a  previous  session  shall  be  first  taken 
ap,  unless  a  special  order  has  been  set  for  that  hour. 

22.  Reports  from  permanent  committees  shall  have  precedence, 
except  in  cases  where  a  matter  has  been  set  for  a  special  hour. 

F.  Members — Jlieir  Rights  and  DuUes. 

23.  Every  member  shall  be  present  within  the  Bar  of  the  House 
while  the  Judicatory  is  in  session,  unless  excused  or  necessarily  pre- 
vented, and  shall  vote  on  each  question  put,  unless  previously  ex- 
cused, or  unless  he  has  a  direct  personal  or  pecuniary  interest  in  the 
determination  of  such  question. 

24.  Every  member,  in  speaking,  shall  rise  and  address  himself 
respectfiilly  to  the  president,  and,  being  recognized,  may  proceed  to 
address  the  Judicatory.  He  shall  treat  his  fellow-members,  and 
especially  the  president,  with  decorum  and  respect,  confining  himself 
to  the  subject  under  discussion,  and  avoiding  all  personalities. 

25.  During  the  transaction  of  business  members  shall  not  engage 
in  private  conversation ;  nor  in  debate  shall  one  address  himself  to 
another,  or  to  any  one  present  except  the  president. 

26  When  two  or  more  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  the  presi- 
dent shall  name  the  one  who  is  first  to  speak.  No  member  shall 
speak  more  than  twice,  nor  longer  than  one  hour,  on  the  same 
question,  unless  by  unanimous  consent.  The  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee, however,  may  open  and  also  close  when  general  debate  has 
been  had  on  a  motion  reported  by  him.  A  member  who  has  spoken 
to  the  main  question  may  speak  again  to  an  amendment. 

27.  When  any  member,  in  speaking  otherwise,  shall  transgress  the 
Rules  of  Order,  or  deviate  from  the  subject  under  discussion,  or  in 
any  way  act  disorderly,  the  president  shall,  or  any  member  may, 
call  him  to  order,  when  he  shall  immediately  take  his  seat,  unless 
permitted  to  explain,  when,  if  the  Judicatory  be  satisfied,  he  may 
proceed  in  order;  but  if  the  cam  require  it,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
censure  or  reprimand. 

aeeeMary  to  correct  the  naniberiog  after  section  10.  This  correction  changed  21  to  20, 22 
to  21,  and  ao  on  throoghoot,  making  the  total  namber  of  sections  71  instead  of  72.  The 
reader  vill  ple«se  otoenre  this  change  in  oomparing  the  copy  in  the  printed  Minutes 
with  that  printed  in  pamphlet  form  at  Baltimore.  StaM  Gerk, 
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28.  No  member  when  speaking  ehall  be  liable  to  interruption, 
except  with  his  permission  or  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mistake 
or  a  misrepresentation. 

29.  While  the  president  is  putting  a  question,  or  a  member  is 
speaking,  no  one  shall  pass  between  the  president  and  the  speaker, 
or  walk  across  the  floor. 

30.  No  motion  can  be  made  while  a  member  is  speaking,  or  after 
the  president  has  begun  to  take  a  vote. 

31.  A  member  may  change  his  vote  if  it  be  done  before  the  pre- 
sident has  announced  the  result,  or  afterward  in  a  case  where  it  will 
not  aflect  the  result. 

VL  Committees — Uieir  Powers, 

32.  The  first-named  member  on  each  committee  shall  be  the 
chairman,  unless  the  committee  prefer  to  elect  their  own  chairman. 
In  the  absence  or  refusal  of  the  first-named  member  to  preside,  the 
second  member  on  the  committee  shall  take  his  place,  and  so  on  as 
often  as  a  vacancy  may  occur. 

33.  A  committee  to  whom  papers  have  been  referred  shall  return 
them  with  its  report ;  and  no  paper  can  go  before  a  committee,  ur 
become  matter  for  its  action,  unless  it  has  been  properly  referred  to 
it. 

34.  A  majority  of  a  committee  constitutes  a  quorum,  and  only 
can  make  a  report  A  minority  mav  submit  its  views  in  writing,  or 
any  member  may  submit  a  motion  that  contains  the  view  of  such 
minority. 

35.  A  committee  may  appoint  one  or  more  sub-committees  in  order 
to  facilitate  its  work,  by  thus  distributing  it  among  its  several  mem- 
bers, but  the  final  report  must  come  from  the  whole' committee. 

36.  All  special  committees  when  they  have  made  their  report  and 
it  is  received,  are  by  this  act  discharged ;  but  a  matter  may  be  re- 
committed to  the  same  committee,  or  it  may  be  revived  for  another 
purpose. 

37.  No  one  who  has  decidedly  spoken  against  a  matter  shall  be 
of  the  special  committee  to  whom  it  may  be  referred. 

38.  A  Judicatory  may  at  any  time  resolve  itself  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  to  consider  any  special  matter,  when  the  president  shall 
name  some  one  to  preside,  and  vacate  the  chair.    Such  committee 
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may  rise  at  any  time,  when  the  president  shall  resume  the  chair,  and 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  shall  report  its  action,  or  report  pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

VIL  Motions — Their  Precedence, 

39.  Every  motion  made  to  a  Judicatory  and  entertained  by  the 
president  shall,  on  the  demand  of  any  member,  be  reduced  to  writ- 
ing. The  president  shall  then  state  the  question,  or  cause  it  to  be 
read  by  the  clerk  before  being  debated,  and  it  shall  then  be  in  pos- 
sesBion  of  the  house,  but  may  be  withdrawn  at  any  time  before  it 
has  been  amended  or  a  decision  h'ld  upon  it 

40.  When  a  question  is  under  debate  no  motion  shall  be  enter- 
tained, but — 

(a.)  To  adjourn. 

(6.)  To  take  recess. 

(e.)  To  lie  on  the  table. 

(d.)  To  take  the  previous  question. 

(e.)  To  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

(/.)  To  refer  or  commit 

ig.)  To  amend. 

(A.)  To  postpone  indefinitely.  * 

These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  named ; 
and  no  motion  to  refer,  postpone  to  a  certain  day,  or  to  postpone  in- 
definitely, being  decided,  shall  be  allowed  again  on  the  same  day  at 
the  same  stage  of  the  question. 

41.  On  the  demand  of  any  member  before  a  question  is  put,  it 
shall  be  divided,  if  it  includes  two  distinct  substantive  propositions, 
but  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  is  not  divisible. 

42.  When  difierent  motions  are  made  with  respect  to  filling 
blanks,  the  longest  time  and  the  largest  sum  shall  be  first  put. 

43.  No  motion  shall  be  considered  as  before  the  House  unless  it 
has  been  seconded  and  the  mover  recognized  by  the  priesident 

VIIL  AmendmenU, 

44  When  a  motion  or  proposition  is  under  consideration,  a  mo- 
tion to  amend  and  a  motion  to  amend  that  amendment  shall  be  in 
Older,  and  it  shall  also  be  in  order  to  ofier  a  further  amendment  in 
the  form  of  a  substitute  for  the  entire  proposition,  and  to  this  sub- 
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stitute  an  amendment  may  be  ofiered,  but  which  shall  not  be  voted 
upon  until  the  original  motion  is  perfected. 

45.  A  motion  to  amend  cannot  be  modified  after  the  previous 
question  is  seconded. 

46.  An  amendment  to  the  Rules  of  Order  shall  not  be  entertained 
unless  it  be  seconded  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present 

IX.   Reconsideration, 

47.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  has  been  offered  and  carried  or 
lost,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  (who  has  voted  with  the 
majority  on  the  same  or  succeeding  day)  to  move  the  reconsideration 
thereof,  and  such  motion  shall  take  precedence  of  all  motions,  ex- 
cept to  adjourn  or  to  take  recess. 

48.  A  motion  to  reconsider  is  not  debatable,  unless  the  question 
proposed  was  debatable. 

X,  The  Previous  Question, 

49.  The  previous  question  on  any  motion,  after  a  reasonable  time 
has  been  allowed  to  discuss  it,  may  be  called.  The  call,  to  be  en- 
tertained, must  be  made  by  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  members  present, 
rising  in  their  places  for  the  purpose.  The  previous  question  shall 
be  in  this  form*:  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  And  until 
it  is  decided,  it  shall  preclude  all  further  amendments  or  debate  on 
the  main  question.  The  effect  of  this  motion,  when  sustained,  shall 
be  to  bring  the  Judicatory  to  a  direct  vote  on  all  the  amendments 
then  pending  in  their  proper  order,  and  on  the  main  question  itself. 

50.  The  previous  question  shall  apply  in  cases  of  privilege,  as  in 
other  cases. 

XI,  Questions  of  Privilege, 

51.  Questions  of  privilege  shall  be :  1.  Those  affecting  the  rights 
of  the  Judicatory  collectively ;  its  safety,  dignity  and  the  integrity 
of  its  proceedings.  2.  The  rights,  the  reputation  and  conduct  of 
the  members  individually  in  their  representative  capacity.  And 
shall  have  precedence  of  all  questions,  except  to  adjourn  and  take 
recess. 

62.  It  shall  not  be  a  matter  of  privilege  to  have  received  and 
entered  upon  the  minutes  a  protest  of  a  member  or  members  against 
the  action  of  a  Judicatory. 
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53.  Anj  member  who  may  feel  himself  personally  aggrieved  by 
the  action  of  a  Judicatory  may,  if  he  require  it,  have  the  ayes  and 
Days  recorded  on  the  matter  of  grievance. 

XIL  Appeals. 

54.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  president  on  any  point  of 
order  may  be  taken  by  any  member,  who  may  briefly  state  the 
reasons  for  his  appeal,  and  to  which  the  president  may  reply,  if  he 
deem  it  needful,  and  the  vote  shall  be  taken  without  further  debate. 
The  form  of  stating  the  question  shall  be :  "  Shall  the  decision  of  ike 
chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the  Judicatory  /" 

55.  A  question  of  appeal  cannot  be  reconsidered  after  other  busi- 
ness has  been  done. 

56.  An  appeal  is  not  in  order  while  another  appeal  is  pending. 

XIII.  The  Motion  to  Lie  on  the  Table. 

57.  The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be  used  to  make  room  for 
more  important  matters,  in  order  to  take  up  the  matter  at  a  more 
coitvenient  time,  or  quickly  to  make  a  final  disposition  of  it. 

58.  This  motion  takes  precedence  of  all  other  motions,  except  to 
adjourn  and  take  recess,  and  shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

59.  All  that  adheres  to  the  subject  of  all  the  motion  goes  on  the 
table  with  it  except  it  be  on  a  motion  to  correct  the  minutes. 

60.  When  this  motion  is  made  and  lost,  it  cannot  again  be  made 
Qotil  some  change  or  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  question  under 
consideration. 

61.  A  negative  vote  on  a  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  may  be  recon- 
sidered ;  but  if  a  vote  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table,  that  cannot 
be  reconsidered. 

XIV.  Miscellaneous. 

62.  The  Rules  of  Order  may  be  suspended  by  unanimous  consent 

63.  A  motion  to  amend  the  Rules  of  Order  shall  lie  over  one 
day,  and  it  shall  require  a  two-thirds  vote  to  carry  the  amendment. 

64.  Any  Judicatory  may  sit  with  closed  doors  if,  in  its  judgment, 
the  matters  under  consideration  require  it. 

65.  Election  for  officers,  delegates  to  higher  Judicatories,  members 
of  boards,  etc.,  shall  be  by  ballot ;  but  any  Judicatory  may  make 
its  elections  by  acclamation,  if  it  so  elect. 
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66.  It  shall  not  be  in  order  for  less  than  a  quorum  to  take  re- 
cess. 

67.  A  motion  to  take  recess  may  be  offered  while  another  question 
is  pending,  or  while  the  floor  is  held  by  another  member,  with  his 
consent. 

68.  The  motion  to  adjourn,  to  take  recess,  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
for  the  previous  question  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

69.  The  ayes  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  recorded  on  the 
demand  of  five  members. 

70.  Before  the  final  adjournment  of  any  Judicatory  the  roll  shall 
be  called,  and  all  members  absent  without  permission  shall,  by  the 
state  clerk,  be  reported  to  the  body  which  they  were  sent  to  repre- 
sent. 

71.  At  the  final  adjournment,  after  the  Judicatory  has  united 
with  the  president  in  the  repetition  of  the  creed  and  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  he  shall  pronounce  the  Apostolic  benediction,  and  declare 
the  Judicatory  now  adjourned  to  meet  as  already  ordered. 

DEFINING  THE  ACTION  OF  SYNOD  OF    BELLEFONTE  ON   APPORTION- 
MENT. 

The  tenth  item  on  Overtures,  referring  the  request  of  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis,  in  regard  to  its  action  on  apportionments,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  L.  K.  Evans,  L.  D. 
Stambaugh  and  Elder  Greorge  W.  Hensel,  who  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  oomnuttee  appointed  to  define  the  action  of  Synod,  at  BeUefonte  (A.  D. 
1882),  upon  the  general  subjects  of  apportionments,  would  report. 

1.  That  under  the  terms,  apportionments  for  the  yarious  benerolent  objects 
of  the  church,  in  the  several  resolutions  (page  49  of  minutes  of  Synod  of  1882). 
and  which  Synod  directs  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  communicant  member- 
ship of  the  church  Synod  contemplates  only  apportionments  for  beneTolent  pur- 
poses purely  as  such,  and  does  not  include  apportionments  for  Classical  and 
Synodical  expenses,  or  Synodical  contingencies,  simply  because  these  are  debts 
and  should  be  levied. 

2.  The  action  of  the  Synod  at  BeUefonte,  therefore,  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
case,  has  no  reference  to  the  Contingent  Fund,  which  is  a  debt  to  be  assessed 
upon  Classes  and  charges,  and  in  the  non-payment  of  which,  said  Claases  and 
charges  are  to  be  held  or  be  considered  as  delinquents  or  debtors. 

Respectfully  submitted,  L.  K.  Evans,  Chaiman. 
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DKTBIBUnON  OP  MINT7TEB  OF  SYNOD. 

Reaohed,  that  in  addition  to  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Bellefonte 
in  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  the  several 
Clases  be  directed  to  instruct  the  pastors  in  preparing  their  annual 
statistical  reports  not  to  ask  more  than  twice  as  many  copies  as  there 
are  members  in  the  consistories  of  their  several  charges. 

CLASSICAL  INCORPORATION. 

Whereas,  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Synod  that  a  number  of 
its  Classes  are  not  incorporated,  and  yet  are  using  respectively  a 
seal ;  therefore, 

lUiolved,  that  every  Classis  not  incorporated  be  advised  to  procure 
an  act  of  incorporation  at  an  early  day. 

INSTRUCTION  TO  STATED  CLERK. 

• 

Resolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  of  United  States  be 
instructed  to  have  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  United  States  and  of 
the  General  Synod  bound  into  volumes,  and  that  they  be  brought  to 
the  annual  and  other  meetings  of  Synod  for  the  use  of  the  members 
during  its  sessions. 

Resolved^  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  procure 
a  blank-book  sufficiently  large  and  well  bound,  in  which  he  shall 
transcribe  the  charters  of  the  several  boards  of  this  Synod,  together 
with  the  laws  aad  compacts  governing  those  boards. 

Resolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  procure 
a  block  and  gavel  for  the  use  of  this  Synod,  at  its  regular  business 
sesBions. 

Resolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  prepare 
a  digest  of  such  Synodical  action,  taken  from  time  to  time,  as  has 
immediate  reference  to  the  government  and  transaction  of  business 
at  the  annual  and  special  sessions  of  this  body. 

Refolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerks  of  Classes  shall  hereafter  append 
to  their  transcript  of  minutes  a  schedule  of  items  contained  in  their 
minutes,  as  set  forth  in  Article  72  of  the  Constitution,  sections  2,  3, 
4, 5  and  6,  in  the  order  of  these  sections  for  the  use  of  your  Standing 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  and  that  the  pages  of  the  minutes 
containing  these  items  be  given. 
6 
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'    ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home,  presented  to  Synod  in  the  Report  on  Overtures,  was  referred 
to  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  F.  W.  Krenier, 
Stephen  Sweitzer  and  John  A.  Singer. 

The  Report  of  the  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  reads  as  follows: 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  Reformed  Synod  in  the  United  States  : 

As  is  meet  and  right  and  a  standing  custom,  "we  herewith  present  you  a 
concise  statement  of  the  workings  and  needs  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home, 
situated  at  Womelsdorf,  Pa.  During  the  year  closed  seventy  Orphans  were 
cared  for  by  this  Home.  Some  have  become  of  proper  age  and  have  been 
discharged.  The  new  term,  commencing  September  1st,  opened  with  66 
orphans.  The  ayerage  expense  per  child  is  $100  a  year,  but  that  covers  all 
expenses  of  running  the  institution.  So  the  Synod  will  see  we  need  f650O 
without  any  increase  of  orphans.  This  Board,  however,  is  anxious  to  increase 
the  number  to  the  full  capacity  of  the  Home ;  vix.,  100  orphans,  and  pray  God 
and  this  Synod  to  come  to  its  help  and  earnest  effort  to  obtain  means.  Dur- 
ing the  year  we  reduced  our  current  debt  very  considerably.  At  the  present 
time  we  owe  |1300. 

We  still  teach  all  the  branches  we  taught  last  year,  in  letters  from  Alphabet  to 
Latin,  including  German  as  a  Gassic ;  in  Mathematics  from  Numeration  to 
Robinson's  Higher  Algebra.  We  meet  in  the  Chapel  every  morning  for  worship 
(German).  In  the  evening  for  worship  in  English.  Seven  orphans  were 
confined  last  Easter.  We  have  preaching  every  Sabbath  and  Holy  day  morning. 
Sabbath-School  in  the  afternoon. 

The  farm,  as  in  other  years,  has  been  made  to  do  full  duty.  Asking  for  an 
interest  in  your  prayers  and  your  gifts  we 

Respectfully  submit  our  report. 

By  order  of  Board. 

B.  Baitsman,  Prendent. 

D.  B.  Albbiqrt,  Superintendent 

The  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing Report.     It  was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

The  Report  reads  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

We  learn  from  the  Annual  Report  placed  in  our  hands  by  the  Board  that 
there  were  in  the  Home  at  the  close  of  the  year  seventy  orphans.  Some« 
having  arrived  at  the  proper  age,  were  dismissed.  The  fall  term  opened  with 
sixty-five  orphans. 
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Daring  the  past  year  the  current  debt  was  ooziBiderably  reduced.  The  debt 
at  date  of  the  report  was  $1800« 

The  Board  is  anxious  to  have  the  building  tullj  occupied,  which  will  accom- 
iBodate  one  hundred  orphans. 

The  amount  needed  to  run  the  institution,  with  its  present  number  of 
orphans,  is  $6500.  The  Home  continues  eyidently  to  eiyoy  God's  favor  and 
blessing.  During  the  past  year  seven  orphans  were  admitted  to  full  communion 
with  the  Church.  With  a  larger  measure  of  support,  the  Home  can  be  made 
inereasingly  useful. 

Tour  Committee  offer  the  following  for  adoption : 

Eaolved,  That  this  Synod  offers  to  God  devout  thanks  for  His  favor  and 
Messing  on  behalf  of  this  home  of  the  fatherless. 

Setohed,  That  Synod  heartily  commends  this  institution  to  the  prayers  and 
oonturaed  liberality  of  the  Church. 

Raoltedf  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  our  pastors  and  consistories 

to  interest  our  Sunday-schools  in  our  Orphans'  Home,  and  encourage  them  to 

aid  it  by  their  contributions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  Krxmkb,  Chairman, 

children's  day. 
The    request    of    East    Susquehanna    Classis,  in    Report    on 
Minutes  of  Classes,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  P.  C.  Yost,  Samuel  M.  Roeder  and  Elder  H.  P.  Trout- 
man,  who  presented  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted : 

Tour  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  request  of  the  East  Susquhanna 
Qissis,  asking  this  Synod  to  give  a  deliverance  on  the  observance  of  Children's 
Day,  and  to  appoint  a  day  to  be  observed  throughout  the  bounds  of  this  Synod , 
woaid  respectfully  recommend  the  following : 

lUtolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  approve  the  observance  of  Children's 
Day  as  a  means  of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Sabbath-school  work  and  for 
awakening  and  quickening  the  interest  of  children  in  the  general  benevolent 
work  of  the  Church. 

Metolved,  That  the  8d  Sabbath  in  June  of  the  year  1886  be  set  apart  as  the 
day,  and  that  the  Classes  be  requested  to  urge  its  observance  on  all  the  Congprega- 
tions  within  their  bounds. 

Ruahoed,  That  this  Synod  hereby  respectfully  overtures  the  General  Synod 

of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  give  a  deliverance  on  this 

matter  and  to  appoint  a  day  to  be  observed  throughout  the  Church  in  the 

United  States.  Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  C.  Yost,  Chairman, 

HISTORICAL  MANUAL  OF  THE  REFORMED  CHURCH. 

The  6th  item  irom  Report  on  Overtures  in  regard  to  the  "  His- 
torical Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church ''  was  referred  to  a  Special 
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Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  P«  W.  Kremer,  J.  F.  Deliong 
and  Elder  Daniel  Hoffman,  who  submitted  the  following  Report 
which  was  adopted : 

Tour  Committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  Historic  Manual  of  the 
Keformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  by  the  BeT.  Joseph  Henry  Dubbs,  D.D.» 
a  copy  of  which  has  been  presented  by  the  author  to  this  Synod,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  have  carefully  read  and  examined  the  work,  and  are  prepared 
to  offer  the  following  for  adoption  : — 

Ruolved^  That  the  '*  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church"  is  a  book  of  decided 
merit,  is  written  in  a  genial  spirit,  clear  in  style  and  admirably  meets  a  want 
long  felt  in  the  Reformed  Church. 

Jiaohed,  That  this  Synod  heartily  recommends  this  manual  to  all  oar 
ministers  and  people. 

Resolvedf  That  this  Synod  recommend  to  all  our  ministers  to  bring  this  book 
to  the  notice  of  their  members,  and  use  their  influence  to  have  it  circulated  as 
widely  as  possible.  Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  W.  EREMnL,  Chairman, 

DEFENDING  THE  "  FAITH  ONCE  DELIYEBED  TO  THE  SAINTS." 

On  the  fifth  day  of  the  sessions  the  following  preamble  and  res- 
olutions were  submitted  to  Synod  and  adopted : — 

Inasmuch  as  the  present  age  is  characterized  by  a  spurious  liberality  and 
rationalistic  tendency  in  the  sphere  of  theology  and  philosophy,  threatening  to 
nnsettle  and  undermine  the  established  faith  of  the  Church,  therefore, 

JSetolvedt  That  this  Synod,  alire  to  the  danger  from  the  tendency  in  question, 
earnestly  exhorts  its  ministers,  and  aU  our  people,  to  be  on  their  guard  against 
all  tendencies  that  threaten  danger  to  the  accepted  theology  of  the  Church,  and 
to  remain  true  to  the  peace  compact  adopted  by  the  (General  Synod. 

JSetohed,  That  this  Synod  will  give  its  earnest  support  to  all  teachers  in  our 
scTeral  institutions  in  resisting  and  exposing  the  yarious  errors  of  the  times, 
and  will  sustain  the  editors  of  all  our  periodicals  in  excluding  articles  that  are 
eyen  of  a  doubtfUl  character,  whilst  encouraging  them  to  inyite  articles  true  to 
our  standards,  and  that  earnestly  yindicate  the  *'  Faith  once  Deliyered  to  the 
Saints.** 

REPORT  ON  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Ck)mmittee  on  nominations  had  the  following  papers  referred 
to  them,  yiz. :  Communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Cbllege ;  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary;  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions ;  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  Also  communications  from  the  Synod 
of  the  Potomac  and  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  so  much  of  the 
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report  of  the  Board  of  Publicaticm  as  related  to  the  filling  of 
vacancies  occurring  on  said  Board.  By  the  reference  of  these 
papers  the  Committee  was  enabled  to  present  its  report  of  nomina- 
tions, which  report  was  adopted,  with  instructions  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  tickets  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod,  and  the  elec- 
tion was  made  the  order  of  the  day  on  Monday,  at  4  P.  M.  Bey. 
T.  0.  Stem  and  Elder  Jacob  Rader  were  appointed  tellers,  who  re- 
oeived  the  ballots,  counted  them  and  reported  the  results  through 
the  President. 

The  members  elected  to  the  various  positions  of  trust  on  the 
respective  Boards  will  be  found  noted  in  each  case  in  its  appropriate 
phce. 

The  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Messrs. 
Charles  Santee,  Jacob  Bausman  and  John  D.  Skiles  for  a  term  of 
ten  years. 

Catalogues  of  Ursinus  College  and  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  noted  in  Item  10,  on  Overtures,  were  presented  to  this 
8ynud,  whereupon  Synod  expressed  its  gratification  at  the  prosperity 
of  the  institutions  which  these  documents  represent. 

It  was  resolved  that  special  attention  be  called  to  the  third  Sun- 
day in  January  as  the  anniversary  of  the  Reformation,  and  the 
desirableness  of  providing  for  its  proper  observance,  in  accordance 
with  the  action  of  the  last  General  Synod,  held  at  Baltimore  in 
May,  1884. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  Sessions  the  President  appointed  Bevs. 
George  Wolff,  H.  J.  Welker  and  L.  D.  Stambaugh  a  Committee  to 
hear  excuses  for  leave  of  absence.  The  Committee  reported  from 
time  to  time  the  applications  made  by  members  of  Synod,  and  the 
requests  were  granted. 

It  was  resolved  that  in  announcing  the  results  of  the  election  the 
resalt  only  be  announced  without  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  the 
several  candidates. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

RESUMPTION  AND  GLOSS. 

On  motion  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  by  Synod : — 
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Mesolved,  That  this  Synod  hereby  tenders  its  most  hearty  thanks 
to  the  Pastor  and  members  of  this  congregation  and  other  citizens  of 
Mifflinburg  for  their  kind  and  generous  entertainment  and  hospi- 
tality extended  to  the  members  of  this  Synod  during  its  sessions. 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  tendered  to  such  rail- 
roads as  gave  reduced  rates  to  delegates  and  others  in  attendance 
upon  the  sessions  of  this  Synod. 

Mesolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  due  and  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Synodical  Choir,  so  well  led  during  the  sessions  of  Synod 
by  Professor  Wm.  Moyer,  Principal  of  the  Musical  College  at  Free- 
ling,  Snyder  Co  ,  and  the  Organist,  Miss  Kate  Shriner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  directed  to  communicate  these 
resolutions  to  the  several  parties  concerned. 

The  roll  of  the  delegates  of  Synod  was  called  and  none  were  found 
absent  without  permission  or  excuse. 

The  minutes  of  the  three  sessions  of  the  last  day  were  read  and 
approved,  and  were  then  adopted  as  a  whole  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

ARTICLE    XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Church  of  the 
United  States  now  adjourns  to  meet  again  in  annual  sessions  in  the 
Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  the  second 
Wednesday  of  October,  1886,  at  8.  P.  M. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Monday,  October  19,  at  9  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  Session  was  closed  by  singing  a  hymn  and 
joining  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  Lord's  Prayer.  The 
Synod  was  dismissed  with  the  Apostolic  Benediction. 

John  A.  Peters,  President. 

John  P.  Stein,  Slated  Clerk. 


Official  copy  irom  the  original  minutes. 

John  P.  Stein,  Staled  Clerk. 
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XjETVnVT  A  T A,, 


Article  I.  Opening  op  Synod. 
'*  II.  Members  Present. 

"  III.  Election  op  Officers. 

IV.  Rules  op  Order. 
V.  Standing  Committees. 


1.  On  Minutes  of  Stpfiod, 

2.  On  Overtures. 

8.  On  Religious  Service^. 

4.  On  Minutes  of  CUuses, 

5.  On  Examinatianf  Licensure^  <md  Ordinaiian. 

6.  On  the  State  of  Rdigion  and  Statistical  Reports. 

7.  On  Theological  Seminary, 

8.  On  Missions. 

9.  On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  PubliccUion, 

"  VI.  COBiMUNICATIONS. 

"  VII.  Synodical  Minutes. 

"  VIII.  Overtures. 

"  IX.  Religious  Services. 

"  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

"  XI.  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination. 

"  Xn.  Religion  and  Morals. 

"  XIII.  Theological  Seminary. 

•'  XIV.  Missions. 

"  XV.  Finance. 

"  XVI.  Appeals  and  References. 

"  XVI  I.  Complaints. 

"  XVIII.  Sunday-schools. 

"  XIX.  Publication. 

"  XX.  Church  Government. 

"  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

"  XXn.  Resumption  and  Close. 

"  axill.  Adjournment. 


€>ne  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Annual  SesHons, 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  at  its 
Annual  Sessions,  held  in  West  Philadelphia^  Pa,  in  the  month  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-six.  The  sessions  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the  thirteenth, 
and  continued  until  noon  on  the  nineteenth. 


ARTICLE  I. 


Synod  oonvened,  according  to  adjournment,  in  the  Church  of  the 
Strangers,  comer  of  Fortieth  and  Spring  Garden,  West  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  October  13, 1886,  at  8  p.  m.  The  Session  was 
opened  with  divine  service  and  the  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev. 
John  A.  Peters,  from  the  text  recorded  in  St.  Luke  9 :  16, 17.  "  Then 
He  took  the  five  loaves  and  the  two  fishes,  and  looking  up  to  heaven, 
He  blessed  them,  and  brake,  and  gave  to  the  disciples  to  set  before 
the  multitude,  and  they  did  eat,  and  were  all  filled,  and  there  was 
taken  up  of  fragments  that  remained  to  them  twelve  baskets/' 


ARTICLE  n. 

MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

I. — Clasris  of  East  Penna, 

Ministers:  J. £.  Smith,  T.  O.  Stem,*  J.  J.  Crist,'  A.  R.  Thompson,' 
J.  W.  Mabry. 

Elders  :  John  Teel,*  William  Keller,  P.  P,  Schaflfer,"  Joel  Dreis- 
bach.' 

IZ     Chssis  of  Lebanon. 

Mwigten:  Thomas  C.  Leinbach,*  M.  L.  Fritch,'  H.  J.  Welker,* 
A  J.  Bachman. 
Elders  :  3.  B.  Moor,  P.  B.  Edris,  E  B.  Shuey,  Levi  J.  Groh.' 

///.     Classis  of  Philadelphia, 

Mirdsiers  :  John  O.  Johnson,'  J.  H.  Sechler,  Henry  T.  Spangler, 
D.  W.  Ebbert,'  J.  D.  Detrich.* 

EUers :  W.  K  Gresh,'  Imiah  C  Gerhart,  T.  A.  Hoover,'  Jacob 
G.  Brown,  A.  Schwenk. 

IV,     Classis  of  Lancaster, 

Ifnisters:  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D ,  Joseph  H.  Dubhs,  D.D.,  W.  F. 
lichliter,  George  W.  Snyder,  John  M.  Titzel,  D.D. 
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^  Elders:  Amos  HoUinger/  Abram  Mader,  D.  C-  Haveretick,*  Wil- 
liam H.  Seibert,  Isaac  Bushong.^ 

F.     ClcLma  oj  East  Susquehanna. 

Ministers:  Tilghman  Derr,  Alfred  Houtz,  Thomas  J.  Hacker,  S. 
R.  Bridenbaugh,  S.  C.  Meckel. 
Elders:  George  Hill/.*  J.  R.  Hilbush/ 

VL     (Cassis  of  West  Susquehanna, 

Ministers:  Daniel  H.  Leader,  William  M.  Landis,  William  H. 
Groh. 

Elders:  Professor  William  Moyer,  Jared  Harper,  Dr.  P.  W.  Van- 
dersloot. 

VIL    Classis  of  Ooshenhoppen, 

Ministers :  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  L.  J.  Mayer. 
Elders :  Jeremiah  Sweinhart,  Reu.  Keigner. 

VIIL     Classis  of  Tohickon. 

Ministers:  N.  Z.  Snyder,  J.  J.  Rothrock,^  J.  G.  Dengler. 
Elders:  F.  C.  Grouse,*'*  Joseph  Procter.* 

IX.     Classis  of  Lehigh. 

Ministers :  E.  J.  Fogel,*  Thomas  N.  Reber,  W.  J.  Peters.* 
Elders:  Benjamin  F.  Levan,*  Jonas  Miller,*  R.  H.  Kramm,  D. 
Troxel. 

X    Classis  of  SchuylkiiL 

Ministers :  H.  Mosser,  A.  S.  Leinbach,  D.  D.,  A.  R.  Bartholomew, 
G.  W.  Roth.» 
Elders:  S.  H.  Lenhart,  Peter  Burkey,  James  T.  Reber.*'* 

Advisory  Members. 

Revs.  H  K.  Binckley,D.  F.  Brendle,D.D.,H.  M.  Kiefler,  from 
East  Penna.  Classis. 

Revs.  D.  B.  Albright,  Thomaa  M.  Yundt,  J.  C.  Bucher,D.D., 
George  Wolf,  D.D.,  T.  Kessler,  from  Lebanon  Classis. 

Revs.  George  H.  Johnson,  James  Crawford,  8.  U.  Snyder,  D. 
Van  Home,  D.  D.,  Charles  G.  Fisher,  James  I.  Good,  E.  D.Wettach, 
D.  E.  KIopp,  D.D.,  A.  Romick,  S.  P.  Mauger,  from  Phila.  Classis. 

Revs.  Theo.  Appel,  D.D.,  D.  W.  Gerhard,  W.  J.  Johnson,  J.  S. 
Stahr,  Ph.D.,  from  Lancaster  Classis. 

Revs.  George  S.  Sorber,  George  B.  Dechant,  J.  Calvin  Leinbach, 
John  A.  Peters,  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

Revs.  William  A.  Haas,  A.  Carl  Whitmer,  T.  R.  Deitz,  from 
West  Susquehanna  Classis. 

Revs.  L.  K.  Evans,  C.  S.  Wieand,  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis, 

Revs.  Jacob  Kehm,  L.  C.  Sheip,  from  Tohickon  Classis. 


Kevs.  William  R.  Hofford,  S.  G.  Wacner,  D.D.,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
D.D.y  William  M.  Reily,  Ph.D.,  from  Claasis  of  Lehigh. 

Revs.  B.  Bausman,  D.D.,  R.  F.  Miller,  from  Clajssis  of  Schuylkill. 

Revs.  N.  Gehr,  D.D.,  J.  B.  Kniest,  D.D.,  H.  P.  Berleman,  W. 
Walenta,  G.  A.  Scheer,  from  German  S^rnod  of  the  East 

Rev.  D-  B.  Shuej,  Missionary  Sapenntendent  of  the  State  of 


Revs.  L.  D  Leberman,  Classis  of  California,  Synod  of  Potomac; 
J.  David  Miller,  Juniata  ClaasiB,  Synod  of  Potomac 

Other  Churches. 

Rev.  William  F.  Faber,  of  Presbyterian  Church ;  Revs.  E.  C. 
Yerkes  and  James  Morrow,  D.D.,  Secretary  of  Penna.  Bible  So- 
ciety; both  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  delegate  secunaua,  occupied  several  sessions 
the  place  of  his  primarius,  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  and  Rev.  D.  £.  Klopp, 
D.D.,  delesste seeundust  occupied  the  seat  of  Rev.  D.W.  Ebbert,  and 
Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  delegate  secundus,  the  seat  of  Rev.  J.  D. 
Detrich  during  several  sessions. 

1  Enrolled  Thursday.    'Enrolled  Friday.     'Enrolled  Saturday.     « Excused 
mfter  Saturday. 


ARTICLE  III. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D. ,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  was  chosen  President. 
Rev.  Henry  T.  Spangler,  of  CoUegeville,  was  elected  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Kev.  John  P.  Stein,  of  Millersville,  is  Stated  Clerk. 
Elder  John  Meily,  of  Lebanon,  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  rules  of  order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  bar  of  the 
house  was  defined  to  extend  to  the  ninth  row  of  seats  across  the 
church,  including  the  annex. 

The  session  hours  adopted  were  from  9  a.h.  to  12.30  p.m.,  and 
from  2  P.M.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Evening  sessions  were  held  on  Saturday  and  Monday  from  8  p.m. 

to  10  P.M. 


ARTICLE  V. 

eTANDINO  COMMITTEES. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees : 
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1.  Minute8  of  Synod. — Revs.  I.  K.  Loos,  DD.,  D.  W.  Ebbert, 
Alired  Houtz,  Elders  J.  B.  Moor  and  Daniel  Troxel. 

2.  Overtures. — Revs.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  £.  J.  Fogel,  M.  L. 
Fritch,  Elders  Isaac  C.  Gerhart  and  P.  B.  Edris. 

3.  Religunu  Strviees, — Revs.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.D.,  Geor^  H. 
Johnston,  Charles  6.  Fisher,  Elders  Abram  Schwenk  and  William 
Keller. 

4.  Minutes  of  Classes, — ^Revs.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  L.  J.  Mayer,  Daniel 
H.  Leader,  Elders  D.  E.  Haverstick  and  J.  R.  Hilbush. 

5.  Examinatumy  Licensure  and  Ordination. — Revs.  J.  H.  Dubbs, 
D.D.,  A,  8.  Leinbach,  D.D.,  S.  C.  Meckel,  Elders  Dr.  F.  W.  Van- 
dersloot  and  Isaac  Bushoug. 

6.  State  of  Rdigion, — Revs.  John  H.  Sechler,  Henry  T.  Spangler, 
Tilghman  Derr,  Elders  Ephraim  B.  Shuey  and  Peter  Burkey. 

7.  Theological  Seminary, — Revs.  William  H.  Groh,  J.  G.  Dengler, 
A.  J.  Bachman,  Elders  William  H.Seibert  and  S.  H.  Lenhart. 

8.  Missions, — Revs.  William  F.  Lich  liter,  George  W.  Snyder,  J. 
£.  Smith,  Elders  R.  H.  Kramm  and  Jeremiah  Sweinhart. 

9.  Finance, — Revs.  Isaac  S.  Stahr,  William  M.  Landis,  H.  J. 
Welker,  Elders  Abram  Mader  and  Jared  Harper. 

10.  Nominations. — Revs.  H.  Mosser,  T.  C.  Leinbach,  Thomas  N. 
Reber,  Elders  Jacob  G.  Brown  and  Reuben  Reigner. 

11.  Publication, — Revs.  John  M.Titzel,  D.D.,  Thomas  J.  Hacker, 
S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  Elders  Amos  Hollinger  and  William  Moyer. 


ARTICLE  VL 

C0MMTJKICATI0N8, 

The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon,  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna,  Gt)8hen- 
hoppen,Tohickon,  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  except  the  reports 
on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statistical  tables,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  standing  committees  on  those  subjects. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  also  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  were 
received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary. 

Communications  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  a  letter  from  the 
President  of  the  Mission  Board  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 


The  Aunaal  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  was  received  and 
referred  to  the  Ck)mmittee  on  Finance. 

Letien  were  received  from  the  Stated  Clerks  of  the  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh  and  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Cominittee  on  Nominations. 

Other  communications  were  received  and  handed  to  the  Committee 
on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VIL 

« 

MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

Thejprinted  "Acts  and  Proceedings"  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions 
of  this  Synod  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes 
of  S^nod  to  report  the  items  of  unfinishc^a  business  claiming  the  at- 
tention of  this  body. 

During  the  session  of  Friday  afternoon  this  Committee  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  received,  considered  item  by  item, 
and  adopted  as  a  whole.     It  is  as  follows,  to  wit 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  items : 

Item  1,  p.  28.  Apportionment  for  deficit  in  Annual  Expenditures 
of  Theological  Seminary. 

Item  2,  p.  28.  Request  to  Board.of  Trustees  of  Theological  Sem- 
inary. 

Item  3,  p.  30.  Instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Endowment  of 
additional  professorshipe  in  Theological  Seminary. 

Item  4,  p.  64.    Arrearages  on  Sinking  Fund  of  Synod. 

Item  5,  p.  64.  An  item  referred  to  certain  Treasurers  for  adjust- 
ment 

Item  6,  p.  64.  Request  to  Treasurer  of  Synod  and  Treasurer  of 
General  Synod. 

Item  7,  p.  65.  Tohickon  Classis  was  directed  to  adjudicate  the 
case  of  the  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzell.  ^ 

Item  8,  p.  71.  Action  of  Synod  in  relation  to  the  Publication 
Board. 

Item  9,  p.  72.  Instruction  to  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  in  reference 
to  publication  of  Minutes  of  Synod. 

Item  10,  p.  81.    Advice  to  Classes  in  reference  to  incorporation. 

Item  11,  p.  81.  Instruction  to  Stated  Clerks  of  Classes,  to  appefld 
to  their  transcript  of  minutes  a  schedule  of  items  contained  in  their 
minutes  for  the  use  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes. 

Item  12,  p.  81-  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  the  Minutes  of 
the  Synod  of  United  States  and  of  General  Synod  bound  and  brought 
to  the  Annual  Meetings  of  Synod. 

Item  13,  p.  81.     Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  procure  a  blank- 
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book  and  transcribe  therein  the  charters  of  the  several  boards  of  this 
8ynod. 

Item  14,  p.  81.  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  procure  block  and 
gavel. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  K.  Looe,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  on  items  1,  2  and  3,  see  Article  XIII.  on  Theo- 
logical Seminary ;  on  items  4, 5  and  6,  see  Article  XV.  on  Finance ; 
on  item  7,  see  Article  XVI.  on  Appeals  and  References ;  on  items 
8  and  9.  see  Article  XIX.  on  Publication  ;  on  items  10  and  11,  see 
Article  X.  on  Minutes  of  Classes. 

Items  12, 13  and  14  were  reported  as  having  been  attended  to. 

In  connection  with  the  consideration  of  the  first  three  items  in 
Report  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  having  reference  to  the  Theological 
Seminary,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  and  referred  to  the 
Standing  Committee  on  that  subject  ; 

Resofved,  That  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary  be  in- 
structed to  consider  the  matter  of  increasing  the  salary  of  Dr.  F.  A- 
Gast,  Professor  of  Hebrew  and  Old  Testament  history,  and  prepare 
a  plan  for  so  doing. 


ARTICLE  Vm. 

OVBRTURBB. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  Report, 
which  was  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  respectfully  report  that  the  follow- 
ing documents  were  placed  into  its  hands : 

1.  A  communication  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod  in  reference  to  the  Editor-in-chief  of  the  Messenger, 

2.  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D. 

3.  The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Hom.e. 

4.  A  copy  of  **  College  Reci)llections,"  by  Rev.  Theodore  Appel, 
D.D. 

6.  A  copy  of  "The  Lord^s  Portion,"  with  a  letter  of  explanation, 
from  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  of  Reading,  Pa. 

.  6.  A  copy  of  the  Catalogue  of  Ureinus  College  for  1885,  also  a  copy 
of  the  Register  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  at  Lancaster  for  the  same  year. 

7.  A  letter  from  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Potomac  Synod  suggesting 
its  candidates  for  re-election  oq  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  thelBoard 
of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

8.  The  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod  in  regard  to  the  College  at 
Wichita,  Kansas. 


9.  A  request  fiom  the  Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Phila. 
11'.  A  couimunication  from  the  Centennial  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Alumni  Association  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 

12.  A  letter  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 

13.  A  copy  of  the  "  Gospel  Call"  by  Rev.  J.  K.  Millet ;  also  a  copy 
of  "  Child's  Life  of  Christ;'  by  Rev.  C  Z.  Weiser,  D.D.,  from  the 
publisher,  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  Reading,  Pa. 

14.  A  telegram  and  letter  from  Rev.  T.  F.  Stauffer,  Abilene, 
Kansas,  also  a  proposition  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  same 
place  for  the  establishment  of  a  Reformed  College  in  that  city. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Chairman, 

For  the  action  on  items  1  and  2,  see  Article  XIX.  on  Publication  ; 
on  3,  4,  5,  6,  8, 10. 11, 12, 13  and  14,  see  Article  XXI.  on  Miscella- 
neous Subjects;  on  item  7,  see  Article  XIII.  on  Theological  Semi- 
nary ;  on  Item  9,  see  Article  XIV.  on  Missions. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

BELIQIOUS  SERVICES.  ^ 

All  the  sessions  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious  services. 
The  committee  on  this  subject  reported  the  following  order  of  serv- 
ices, which  was  adopted,  and  the  persons  desigoated,  filled  their 
respective  appointments: 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  begs,  1st,  to  present  the 
following  order  for  the  services  in  memory  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Nevin, 
D.D  l£.D.:  At  8  p.m.,  Thursday  evenine.  Rev.  A.  S.  Leinbach, 
D.D.,to  preside.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.H.  Dubbe,D.D.  Main  addresses 
by  Rev.  H.  Mosser  and  Rev.  E,  V.  Gerhart,  D.D.,  followed  by  vol- 
untary addresses  by  the  members  of  Synod,  not  exceeding  five  min- 
utes in  length;  these  addresses  to  oe  interspersed  with  suitable 
hrmns,  closing  with  the  benediction.  2d.  Religious  services  in  the 
Cbarch  of  the  Strangers. 

Friday  Evening— Fre^BJCBi/OTy  Services.  Sermon  by  Rev.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew. 

Sunday — 10.30  A.M.  Communion  Sermon  by  Rev.  E.  V.  Ger- 
hart, D  D. 

Sunday — 7.30  p.m.    Sermon  by  Rev.  8.  R.  Bridenbaugh. 

Sunday-School — 3  p.m.  Addresses  by  Revs.  W.  H.  Lichliter, 
J  D.  Detrich  and  Elder  William  Moyer. 

First  Refmmed  Church— T^nth  and  Wallace.  J  0.30  A.M.,  Rev.  J. 
M.  Titzel,  D  D.;  7.30  p.m..  Rev.  A.  R.  Thompson. 

Christ  Church — Green  Street,  below  Sixteenth.  10.80  a.m., Rev. 
J  A.  Peters;  7.30  P.M.,  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D. 
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Trinity  CfcttrcA— Seventh,  below  Oxford-  10.30  A.M.,  Rev.  War- 
ren J.  Johnson ;  7.30  p.m  ,  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters. 

Heidelberg  Reformed  Church — Nineteenth  and  Oxford.  10.30 
A.M.,  Rev.  H  Mosser ;  7.30  p.m.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler. 

Cfrace  Reformed  Church — Tenth,  below  Dauphin.  7.80  p.m  ,  Rev. 
H  J.  Welker. 

Emanuel  Reformed  Church — Thirty-eighth  and  Baring  Streets. 
10*30  A.M.,  Rev  N  Z.  Snyder;  2  p.m.,  bunday-school.  Rev.  S.  C 
Meckel. 

Bethel  Reformed  Mission — ^Twenty-first  and  Tasker  Streets.  Ded- 
ication at  3  p  M.;  sermons  by  Rev.  J.  H  Dubbs,  D.D,,  and  John  H. 
Sechler. 

Salem^s  Church — Fourth  and  Fairmount  Avenue.  7.30  p.m  ,  Rev. 
S.  C.  Meckel. 

Church  of  the  Ascension — ^Norristown,  Pa  10.30  a.m..  Rev.  S.  R. 
Bridenbaugh. 

St.  PavJ^s  Reformed  Church — ^Seventeenth  and  Fitzwater  Streets. 
Rev.  W.  J.  Peters. 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

D.  E.  Klopp,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  CJommittee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  submitted  its  report.  It 
was  read,  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 

The  report  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classis  begs  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing for  consideration : 

J.  Irregularities. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  fails  to  put  the  seal  on  the  Statis- 
tical Report. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  certify  to  the  Report  on  the  State  of 
the  Church  and  to  the  Statistical  Report. 

3.  Lebanon  Classis  does  not  append  a  schedule  of  items  to  its 
Minutes,  as  instructed  by  Synod. 

4.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  closed  a  special  meeting  without  re- 
ligious services  and  failed  to  approve  its  Minutes,  p.  6. 

5.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  certify  to  the  Report  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  heard  the  Parochial  Reports  without 
making  mention  that  the  elders  were  examined,  p.  10. 

7.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  does    not  give  the  name  of  the 


11 

church  in  several  calls  for  special  meetings,  pages  1  and  5  and  6 
and?. 

8.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  issued  a  call  for  a  special  meeting 
without  giving  any  location,  p.  3. 

9.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  failed  to  put  its  seal  on  its  Minutes  and 
on  the  report  on  the  State  of  the  Church  and  the  Statistical  Report. 

10.  Lehigh  Classis  appointed  a  committee  to  ordain  the  Licenti- 
ate John  M.  Kessler,  as  a  misdonary,  and  dismisses  him  to  the 
Claflris  of  Miami,  Synod  of  Ohio,  without  stating  that  he  was  or- 
dained, p.  28. 

11.  Schuylkill  Classis  fails  to  state  that  the  elders  present  at  the 
organization  presented  credentials,  p.  2. 

12.  Schuylkill  Classis  marks  no  adjournment  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  its  annual  session,  and  does  not  state  that  the  Minutes 
were  read  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

//.  Bequests,  References,  &c. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  overtures  Synod  to  establish  by  synodical 
authority  the  custom  of  annually  gathering  offerings  in  the  churches 
on  Reformation  Day,  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  Theological  Education, 
p.  30. 

2.  Lancaster  Classis  requests  Synod  to  cancel  the  $31.34  stand- 
ing against  it  for  Washington  Mission,  p.  33. 

3.  Lancaster  Classis  overtures  Synod  to  request  General  Synod 
that  the  third  Sunday  in  June  of  each  year  be  set  apart  as  Chil- 
dren's Day,  p.  34. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  directs  its  Stated  Clerk  to  record  the  fact 
that  Rev.  S.  M.  Boeder  was  present  at  the  beginning  of  Synod,  and 
not  fTom  the  second  day,  as  stated  in  the  Minutes,  p.  32. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  appoint  a  Chil- 
dren's Day  for  next  year,  p.  81. 

6.  East  SusQuehanna  Cfassis  overtures  Synod  to  authorize  the  di- 
^on  of  the  Classical  Territory,  constituting  two  new  classes,  p.  114. 

7.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  authorize  East 
8uB(|uehanna  Classis  at  its  next  annual  meeting  to  dismiss  those 
niioistera  whose  charges  are  located  in  the  two  contemplated  classes, 
p.  115. 

\  Schuylkill  Classb  suggests  to  Synod  the  propriety  of  taking 
action  on  the  "  Church  Union  "  movement,  p.  35. 

Ill,  Appeals  and  Complaints. 

1*  Bev.  John  Kretzing  gives  notice  to  East  Pennsylvania  of  ap- 
P»l  to  Synod,  p.  48. 

2.  Rev.  J.  AL  Hartzell  gives  notice  to  Tohickon  Classis  of  appeal 
to  Synod,  p.  12,  and  again  on  p.  13. 

cL?*^*  H.  F.  Seiple  gives  notice  to  Tohickon  Classis  of  appeal 
^Synod,  p.  39,  again  on  p.  40  and  also  on  p.  88. 
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IV.  SubjeeU  Referred  to  Classes. 

All  the  Glaases  took  favorable  action  in  matters  referred  to  them 
by  Bynod,  with  the  following  exceptions  : 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  does  not  acknowledge  any  arrear- 
ages on  Gelbach  Claim,  p.  48. 

2.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  reiterates  its  claim  that  it  has  virtu- 
ally been  excused  from  its  share  of  indebtedness  to  Washington 
Chapel,  p.  49. 

3.  Ooshenhoppen  Classis,  with  all  respect  to  Synod,  disputes  the 
statement  in  regard  to  the  Gelbach  Claim,  p.  10. 

4.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  disputes  the  arrearages  on  Washington 
Chapel  Fund,  and  instructs  its  delegates  to  explain  the  matter  to 
Synod,  p.  14. 

F.  Licensure^  Ordination^  Ree^iion  and  Dismission. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Wilson  F.  More 
and  Rufiis  W.  Miller ;  received  Rev.  John  Kretzing  from  Gettys- 
burg Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Licentiate  George  B.  Smith 
from  Tohickon  Classis  and  Licentiate  J.  O.  Lindaman  from  Lehigh 
Classis,  and  dusmissed  Licentiate  Rufus  W.  Miller  to  Schuylkdl 
Classis. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  received  the  Licentiate  Thomas  M.  Yundt 
from  the  Lehigh  Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  M.  Peters  to  the  La 
Crosse  Presbytery,  Synod  of  Wisconsin. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Henry  A.  Bomberger ;  receiv- 
ed Licentiate  James  W.  Messinger  from  the  Carlisle  Classis,  Synod  of 
the  Potomac ;  dismissed  Rev.  George  S.  Sorber  to  East  Susquehanna 
Classis,  Licentiate  B.  F.  Davis  to  Lancaster  Classis,  Svnod  of  Ohio, 
Rev.  C.  W.  Levan  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Licentiate  H. 
A.  Bomberger  to  Tohickon  Classis,  Rev.  M.  S.  Rowland  to  Pres- 
bytery of  Monmouth,  Synod  of  New  Jersey ;  ordained  Licentiate 
S.  U.  Snyder  and  erased  the  name  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Hartzell  from  its 
roll. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  ordained  Licentiate  Warren  J.  Johnson  and 
Theo.  G.  De  Lyre;  received  Rev.  Newton  J.  Miller  from  West 
Susquehanna  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  John  Kuellin^,  D.D.,  to  the 
German  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  German  Synod  of  the  Ea^t,  Rev. 
A.  J.  Olinger  to  Classis  of  Portland,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and 
Rev.  J.  B.  Shoemaker,  D.D.,  to  Philadelphia  Classis. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler  from 
the  Classis  of  San  Francisco,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Rev.  George 
8.  Sorber  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  Joshua  H.  Derr  from 
the  Classis  of  Gettyisburg,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  Rev.  L.  C. 
Edmonds  from  Tohickon  Classis. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  ordained  Licentiate  William  £. 
Hoy  ;  received  Kev.  John  Dotterer  from  the  Westmoreland  daasia. 
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Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Rev.  D.  L.  Steckel  from  the  Schuylkill 
ClaaBifl ;  'and  dismiBsed  Rev.  W.  £.  Hoy  for  the  purpose  of  uniting 
with  Revs.  A.  D.  Gring  and  J.  P.  Moore  in  organizmg  a  Classis  in 
Japan,  and  Rev.  R.  Leighton  Gerhart  to  the  Kansas  Oassis,  Synod 
of  Ohio. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  licensed  Mr.  Morris  W.  Mauch  and  Mr.  Ja- 
cob G.  Dubbs;  ordained  Licentiate  Jacob  G.  Dubbs;  re- 
ceived Rev.  F.  F.  Christine  from  the  St  Joseph  Classis, 
Synod  of  Ohio,  and  Licentiate  Milton  H.  Mill  from  Gosh- 
enboppen  Classis ;  dismissed  Licentiate  G.  B.  Smith  to  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis,  Rev.  G.  W.  Roth  to  Schuylkill  Classis,  Rev.  L.  C 
Edmonds  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  deposed  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
Hartzell. 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  John  M.  Kessler,  John  O. 
Lindaman,  Phaon  W.  Snyder,  Professor  E.  L.  Kemp  and  Mr. 
John  J.  Stauffer ;  ordained  the  Licentiate  John  M.  Kessler ;  received 
Rev.  Neri  F.  Peters  from  the  Classis  of  Juniata,  Synod  of  the 
Potomac ;  dismissed  Rev.  L  E.  Graeff  to  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill, 
Licentiate  Thomas  M.  Yundt  to  the  Classis  of  Lebanon,  Licentiate 
Phaon  W.  Snyder  to  Zion's  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  Licenti- 
ate John  J-  Stauffer  to  Classis  of  Gfcttysburg,  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac, Licentiate  John  O.  Lindamau  to  Classis  of  East  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Rev.  John  M.  Kessler  to  Classis  of  Miami,  Synod  of  Ohio. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  licensed  Mr.  D.  A.  Senders ;  received  Li- 
centiate R.  A.  Miller  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Roth  from  Tohickon  Classis  and  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff  from  Lehieh 
Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  L.  D.  Steckel  to  West  Susquehanna  Classis, 
Rev.  S.  A.  Leinbach  to  Lebanon  Classis  and  Licentiate  D.  A.  Sou- 
ders  to  Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

VL  Miicellaneous, 

1.  The  Tamaqua  congregation,  under  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  L 
E.  Graeff,  was  transferred  from  Lehigh  Classis  to  Schuylkill  Classis 
and  the  Schell's  Church  from  Lancaster  Classis  to  Lebanon  Classis. 

VIL  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting, 

1.  Ead  Pennsylvania  Classia  will  meet  in  the  Hamilton  Reformed 
Church,  Monroe  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Friday  after  Ascension 
Day.  A.D.  1887,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  T.  A.  Huber,  Aendent;  Rev.  T. 
0.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk, 

2.  LdMnan  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Peter's  Chapel,  Stouchsburg, 
Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Whitsunday,  1887, 
at  7.30  P.M.  Rev.  M.  L.  Fritch,  President;  Rev.  J.  R  Hiester, 
D.D.,  Sated  Ocrifc. 

3.  I^iladelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Heidelberg  Reformed 
Choich,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Thuraday,  May  19, 1887,  at  8  p.m. 
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Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President;  Rev.  J-  H. 
Sechler,  SUxled  Oerk. 

4.  Laneader  Claasia  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church  in 
Elizabethtown,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on  Ascension  Day,  May  19, 
A.D.  1887,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.D.,  President; 
Rev.  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Chassis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed 
Church,  Turbottsville,  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednes- 
day, May  18th,  1887,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  George  P.  Hartzell, 
President ;  Rev.  8.  Sidney  Kohler,  Stated  Clerk 

6.  West  SfMsmiehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed 
Church,  AdamBDurg,  Rnyder  County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wednesday 
of  May,  1887,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  President;  Rev. 
W.  H.  Haas,  Slated  aerk. 

7.  Ooahenhappen  Classie  will  meet  in  the  Zionsville  Reformed 
Church,  Zionsville,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension 
Day,  1887,  at  2  P.M.  Hey.  C.  H.  Herbst,  iVewden* ;  Rev,  L.  J. 
Mayer,  Stated  Clerk, 

8.  Tohickon  (Cassis  will  meet  in  Jerusalem  Church,  Ridge  Road, 
Bucks  County,  Pa.,  on  Friday  after  Ascension  Day  (May  20, 1887), 
at  7.30  P.M.  Rev.  J.  G.  Dengler,  President;  Rev.  N.  Zu  Snyder, 
Stated  Clerk. 

9.  Lehigh  Qassis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Bor- 
ough of  Cedarville,  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  on  the  second  Tuesday  be- 
fore Ascension  Day,  May  10,  a.d.  1887,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.  Rev. 
Thomas  N.  Reber,  President;  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassbureer,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church, 
Shenandoah,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  May  (the  5th),  a.d. 
1887,  at  7.45  p.m.  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  President;  Rev.  J.  Al- 
vin  Reber,  Stated  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  Z.  Snydek,  Chairman. 

I.  The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  adopted.  II. 
Requests  and  References :  All  the  requests  made  of  the  Classes  were 
adopted.  For  further  action  on  1st  and  3d  items,  see  Article  XXI., 
Miscellaneous.  In  regard  to  the  request  in  the  5th  item,  Synod  ap- 
pointed the  third  Sundav  in  June  as  Children's  Day.  On  6th,  7th 
and  8th  items,  see  Article  XX.,  on  Church  Grovemment  III.  Ap- 
peals :  On  Ist,  2d  and  3d  items,  see  Article  XVI.,  on  Appeals.  IV. 
The  items  under  the  head  of  "  Subjects  Referred  "  were  adopted. 
For  further  action  on  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  items,  under  this  general 
head,  see  Article XV.,  on  Finance.  The  items  under  the  v.,  VI. 
and  VII«  general  heads  were  all  adopted. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination  sub* 
mitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination 
would  respectfully  report  that  no  application  for  Examination  has 
been  received,  and  that  no  other  business  has  been  referred  to  this 
committee. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  DuBBS,  Chairman. 


ARTICLE  XIL 

RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 

The  following  report  on  the  State  of  the  Church  was  received  and 
adopted.     It  r^ads  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren : — ^Humbly  grateful  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  sparing  Providence,  that  has  nermitted  this  ecclesiastical 
body  once  more  to  assemble  in  synodicai  session,  your  Committee  on 
the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals  begs  leave  to  o^r  the  following  re- 
port: 

The  reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  in  the  several  Classes  have 
been  carefully  examined  and  their  contents  noted.  Evidence  of  the 
presence  of  opposing  forces  is  manifest.  The  cause  of  the  Lord  is 
opposed  by  the  prince  of  darkness.  The  Philbtine  is  still  in  the 
land.  Despite  opposition,  the  work  that  is  of  Ood  moves 
steadily  forward.  Earthen  vessels  to  whom  has  been  committed 
divine  treasure,  have  been  faithful  to  their  trust  Greater  or  less 
results  have  been  achieved  according  to  the  measure  of  the  gift  of 
Christ  ''  The  manifestation  of  the  Spirit  is  given  to  every  man  to 
profit  withal."  According  to  his  several  ability  the  trust  is  imposed. 
Fidelity,  and  not  results,  is  the  divine  requirement. 

Actions  speak  louder  than  words.  Good  works  are  the  manifes- 
tation of  faith,  and  "  faith  without  works  is  dead."  Of  the  state  of 
religion,  of  the  presence  and  absence  of  saving  faith,  within  the 
bounds  of  our  Zion  embraced  by  this  Synod,  we  must  judge  from 
the  spirit  and  works  reported  by  the  Classes. 

The  watchmen  upon  the  walls  have  given  forth  no  uncertain 
sound.  They  have  preached  the  word,  catechized  the  youth,  ad- 
ministered the  sacraments  and  exemplified  the  truth  that  *'  pure  re- 
ligion and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is  this :  To  visit  the 
fittherless  and  widows  in  their  affliction  and  to  keep  themselves 
unspotted  from  the  world." 
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The  spirit  of  progress  in  church- work  is  apparent  and  evangelical 
religion  is  growing  in  favor.  New  churches,  twelve  of  which  are 
enumerated,  have  been  erected  ;  old  churches  have  been  remodeled  ; 
church  debts  have  been  liquidated ;  missions  have  been  established 
and  charges  have  been  reconstructed,  securing  greater  efficiency  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  Efforts  at  discontinuance  of  union  churches 
are  growing  in  favor.  The  truth  is  generally  recognized  that  they 
are  union  only  in  name. 

The  services  attendant  upon  public  worship  in  God's  house  have 
been  well  attended,  and  in  many  congregations  there  has  been  a  spe- 
cial work  of  grace.  An  unusually  large  proportion  of  the  member- 
ship availed  itself  of  the  holy  privilege  of  showing  the  Lord's  death 
until  He  come,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

The  Sunday-schools  give  evidence  of  iacreased  life  and  activity. 
The  third  Sunday  in  June,  set  apart  by  this  Svnod  as  Children's 
Day,  was  generally  observed  by  the  schools  with  Messed  results. 

Young  men,  realizing  their  responsibility  and  appreciating  their 
privilege,  are  in  greater  numbers  coming  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
and  consecrating  their  talents  to  His  service. 

Christian  mothers,  wives  and  daughters  in  the  church  are  band- 
ing together  in  labor  for  God.  Women's  Missionarv  Societies,  both 
classical  and  congregational,  attest  the  love  and  zeal  of  these  women 
for  their  Lord. 

Pastors  bear  testimony  that  the  patrons  of  church  periodicals  are 
the  most  active  and  efficient  members  of  the  church. 

We  gladly  note  a  growing  sentiment  against  the  liquor  traffic, 
one  of  the  monster  evils  of  the  dav  and  a  foul  blot  on  modern  civili- 
zation. The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  weapon  that  can 
effectually  overthrow  it. 

We  have  great  reason  to  rejoice  at  Hie  measure  of  success  attend- 
ing our  educational  institutions, — academic,  collegiate  and  theologi- 
cal. A  church  holding  to  the  educational  system  of  religion,  we  see 
in  the  advanced  strides  and  increased  prosperity  of  Christian  edu- 
cation an  augur  of  great  good  to  our  Zion. 

It  were  strange,  indeed,  if  after  what  has  already  been  noted,  we 
could  not  add  that  benevolence,  both  in  spirit  and  in  deed,  is  on  the 
increase.  Contributions  for  benevolent  objects  are  largely  in  excess  of 
those  reported  last  year.  The  cause  of  Home  and  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, of  the  Orphans'  Home  and  of  Beneficiary  Education  have 
each  came  closer  to  the  hearts  and  sympathies  and  practical  charity 
of  our  people. 

Companng  the  statistics  of  last  year  with  the  statistics  reported 
this  year,  in  those  respects  which  indicate  numerically  and  spiritu- 
ally the  condition  of  the  church,  we  obtain  gratifying  results,  well 
worthy  of  mention.  Seven  new  congregations  have  been  formed. 
There  is  increase  of  1951  in  membership,  of  53  in  number  of  per- 
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flons  confinned,  of  5444  in  list  of  commuDicanto,  of  24  in  list  of 
Sunday- schools,  of  3343  in  number  of  Sunday-school  scholars,  of  6 
persons  as  students  for  the  ministry?  and  of  $11,539  for  benevolence. 

It  b  fitting  that  this  report  conclude  with  a  reference  to  the  close 
of  the  earthly  labors  of  those  of  our  co-workers,  and  workers  together 
with  God  who  have  been  called  up  higher. 

Death  has  had  a  rich  harvest ;  2284  marks  the  number  of  those 
whose  souls  have  returned  unto  God,  of  Him  to  be  judged  for  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body.  Of  this  number,  many  are  lamented  by 
the  church  and  missed  from  her  councils.  Faithful  office-bearers 
and  earnest  Christian  men  and  women  in  the  private  ranks  of  the 
church  have  gone  to  the  reward  that  awaits  the  righteous. 

The  Classes  report  to  us,  that  of  the  gospel  ministry  two  of  the 
brethren  have  fallen  asleep.  Fathers  in  Israel,  they  reached  more 
than  the  ripe  old  age  of  four-score  years.  Revs.  John  Gring  and 
John  Williamson  Nevin,  D.D.  LL.D.,  are  no  longer  of  the  church 
militant.  Now  of  the  church  triumphant,  "  they  rest  from  their 
labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them."  The  influence  of  their 
lives  remains. 

The  active  ministerial  life  of  Father  Gring  was  given  to  the 
work  of  the  pastorate.  For  forty-six  years  he  ministered  to  his  first 
and  only  charge. 

Dr.  Nevin  8  energies  were  devoted  to  the  sphere  of  Christian 
education.  Uniting  with  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  in  1840,  he  occupied  at  different  periods  the  chairs  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Theology  and  of  President  of  Marshall  College,  and  of 
Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  bringing  to  each  a  rare  and  ripe  schol- 
arship. As  a  philosopher  and  as  a  theologian  he  was  eminent  in  a 
high  dea^ree.  He  was  among  the  first — if  not  the  first — to  make 
the  Philosophy  of  History  a  science.  But  his  richest  legacy  to  us  is 
his  deep  spirituality  and  devoted  attachment  to  the  written  word  of 
God,  and  consistent  Christian  practice,  which  characterized  the  man. 

Both — Fathers  Gring  and  Nevin — are  with  the  saints  on  high. 
With  us  and  all  the  saints  below  they  still  but  one  communion  make. 

With  gratitude  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  the  efficient 
presence  of  His  Spirit  in  the  past,  and  with  confidence  in  His  abid- 
mg  with  us  in  the  future,  we  respectfully  submit  our  report 

John  H.  S£CHLERy  Chairman, 

(For  Statistical  Report,  see  Appendix.) 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

No  report  having  been  received  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Theologioil  Seminary,  we  can  only  give  the  extract  forwarded 
hj  the  Secretary  to  the  Synod. 
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To  the  Synod  of  theBeformed  Church  in  tfie  17.  & 

Extract  from  Minutes  of  Bq^rd  of  Trustees  of  Seminary  at  a 
meeting  held  at  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harriaburg,  Pa.,  October 
1. 1886. 

"A  communication  from . Doctor E.  V.  Gerhart  was  read,  which 
urged  the  reapproval  of  last  year's  financial  measures  and  treated 
of  particular  Seminary  matters.** 

"  A  communication  was  received  from  Eugene  6.  Smith,  of  Lan- 
caster, declining  to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Board ;  and  the  death 
of  John  Heilman  was  also  reported,  thus  creating  a  vacancy  of 
two  members." 

Attest,  George  Z.  Kukkel,  Secretary. 

John  B.  Roth,   Tre<Murer,  in  account  with  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales. 
1885.  Dr. 

Oct.    1.  For  balance  due  per  acct.  rendered  .      $521  26 
1.  For  Interest  8.M.  Keen,  to  Oct  1, 

1886 75  00 

'*       1.  "  W.   H.  Riner  to  Oct  1, 

1886 30  00 

"  '    5.  "  Jacob  Heyser  on  acct.    .  76  00 

«       9.  "  KiefferA  Cook,  legacy    .        267  50 

"     10.  "  Mayer,  mortgage  to  Oct. 

1,  1885 90  00 

"     20.  "  Jno.  H.  Bru  baker  on  acct        50  00 

"     22.  "  N.  Groff  to  Oct  1,'85  .         30  00 

"     28.  "  W.  L.  Harbaugh  on  acct        36  00 

Nov.  3.  "  E.  M.  Killough  to  Nov.  1, 

'85 75  00 

"     16.  "  E.  V.  Gerhart  to  Oct  1, 

'85 18  00 

"     23.  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh  to  Oct  1, 

*85 90  00 

1886. 

Jany.  1.  "  C.    A.  Shultz,  'treasurer 

Zion*8  Classis  .    .       .  5  11 

4.  "  Home  bonds  to  Oct  1, '85  5  00 

i.  "  Lehigh  V.RR.  bonds    .        150  00 

"     29.  **  Allemania  Fire  Insurance 

Company 40  00 

Feby.  1.  "  E.  8.  Stehman  to  Feb.  3, 

*86 15  00 

«       4.  "  St  Stephen's  Chapel  to 

Oct  29,  '85    ...   .         42  00 
9.  *'  John  Becker  to  Feb.  8,  '86      240  00 
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Mch.  2.  For  Interest  W.  L.   Harbaugh  in  full        51  50 
"      8.  "  E.  J.  Zahm  to  March  1 , 

'86 260  76 

**      9.  "  Geo.  Schroyer  to  Feb.  8, 

'86 105  00 

"     23.  *'  Mayer  mort.,  to  Apl.  1, 

'86 90  00 

"     *29.  "  Adam  Keen  to  April  1, 

'86 30  00 

"     30.  •*  W.  H.  Riner  to  April  1, 

'86 30  00 

"     31.  **  House  worth  mortg.  in  full 

to  Apl.  l,'86.    .    .   .  45  00 

"    31.  "  H.8tammtoApl.l,'86  .  7  58 

Apl.  1.  "  8.M.KeentoAprl.  1/86        75  00 

?.  "  F.  Schaum  mort  to  ApL 

1,  '86 30  00 

'*      3.  "  Steacymort   to  June  12, 

'86 48  00 

6.  "  Jacob  Heyser  on  acct.    .        100  00 

6.  "  A.  B.  Wingerd  mort.  May 

1,  '85         193  44 

**      6.  "  John  H.    Brubaker    to 

April  1,  '86    ...    .         40  00 
"      9.  **  Geo.  Carbaugh  on  ac't.   .        120  00 

**    12.  "  John  Kepner  to  April  1, 

'86 126  00 

'*     12.  "  E.  Q.  Smith  in  ftiU    .    .  24  00 

"13.  "  Jacob  Heyser  on  acct    .  50  00 

"     13.  "  Rev.  J.  Kretzing  to  Dec. 

9,  '86 12  00 

"    19.  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh  to  Apl.  1, 

'86 90  00 

*•    20.  "  Kieffer  A  Cook  legacy    .        237  60 

"    10.         "  N  GrofftoApl.1,'86    .         30  00 

May  1.  **  KM.  Killough  to  May 

1,  '86 75  00 

**      4.  "  Job  Robinson  to  Apl.  26, 

'86 60  00 

"      5.  "  Zion'8Cla88i8toMayl,'86, 

C.  A.  Shultz  treas.  .   .        23  22 
"    12.  "  L.  P.  AC.  Titus,  Apl.  1,  '86      18  00 

"14.  **  W.  A.  Haas,  treas.  Susque- 

hanna Classis  .   •   ,    .  4  24 

"     31.  "  F.  A.  Rupley,  treas.  Juni- 

ata  aasB]stoJulyl,'86      25  50 
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June  19.  For  Interest  Carlisle  Classis  in  full,  Q. 

£.  Addaros,  treas., .   .  9  96 
•^     26.          *•           G.  8.  Griffith  in  full ...       44  17 
July  9.          "            Harrishurg   Bridge  Com- 
pany Stock    6  60 

"     17  «  Tobias  Royer  to  Aug.  1,  '86      12  00 

«     24.  "  E.  V.  Gerhart  in  fuU  .   .        14  70 

Auff.  9.  "  Geo.  W.  Shroyer  to  Aug. 

^  8,  '86    . 105  00   ^ 

"     10.  "  Lehigh  Valley  R.  R.  bonds    150  00 

•«     iq[  "  on  investment  returned  by 

Geo.  A.  Gross  ....         7  87 
«     11.    '     "  A.  Keen  to  Oct.  1,  '86  .   .       30  00 

*<     12  "  Lebanon  Classis  to  July  1, 

'86 15  00 

«     12. '       "  Lane  &  Co.,  to  Aue.  1,  '86    120  00 

««     12.  "  Home  Bonds  to  ApL  1,  *86        6  00 

«     ]4.  «  W.  Susquehanna  Classis  on 

acct 5  25 

u     24  *'  Jacob  Heyser  on  acct .   .        Vo  00 

«     28  "  JohnBeckeftoAug.28,'86    240  00 

gept  2.  "  F.  Schaum  to  Oct.  1,  '86      30  00 

i€     ii'  "  Schuylkill  Classis  to  July 

1,   '86 15  00 

«     14,  •«  LehighClassistoOct.1,'86      15  00 

u     ig'  ««  Job   Robinson    per  Hon. 

John  Cessna 8  50 

««     18  «  John  B  "Roth  to  April  1, 

'86 180  00 

«     28  "  paid  by  Jacob  Heyser  on 

acct 75  00 

it     29  "  on  part  of  Kieffer  to  Aug. 

1/86 125  00 

••     30   For  amount  of  Aid  Fund  received  from 

Oct.  1,  '85  to  Oct  1,  '86 469  18 

•5604  84 
1885.  Cr. 

Oct  27.  By  Lane  &  Co.,  BUI  paid  .  .   .   ...         1  12 

Nov.  10.  By  Amount  paid  Theodore  Appel,  D.i>., 

Secr'y.  B.  V.  .   .   .      100  00 

Mil         ««        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  ac- 
count       200  00 

••11         «        w        Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

account 200  00 

M     11^       ««        "        p.  A.  Gast,  salary  acct    150  00 
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Dec.  3.  B J  Amount  paid  Apple  AMcKinstry,  bill  2  94 
-     19.         •'        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to 

Jan.  1/86 176  00 

"     19.         "        "        Thoe.  G.Apple,  salary  to 

Jan.  1,    86  ...   .      175  00 
'*     19.        "        "        F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to 

Jan.  1/86 100  00 

1886. 

Feb.    6.         "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  on 

acct 200  00 

6.         ••        "        Thomas  G.  Apple,  salary 

on  acct 200  00 

"       6.         "        "        P.  A.  Gast,  salary  on 

acct 125  00 

Mch.l2.         "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to 

Apl.1/86 175  00 

"     12.        *'        "        Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

to  Apl.  X,  '86  .    .   .      175  00 
"     12-         "        "        F.  A.    Gast,  salary  to 

ApL   1,  '86  ...   .      125  00 
-13.         **        "        J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F.  & 

M.  Col 100  00 

Apl.  6.  "  "  Intelligencer  prnt  g.  bill  18  66 
"  17.  "  "  W.  Hul)ert,  bill,  repairs  8  05 
**     27.         •*        *•        EV.  Gerhart,  salary  on 

acct 200  00 

"     27.        *•        "        Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

on  acct. 200  00 

*  27.         "        "        F.  A.  Gast,  salary  on  ac- 

count 150  00 

•*     27.         "        *•         McKiustry's  bill  ...  2  00 

May  8.         "        "        R  V.  Gerhart,  stamped 

envelo])e8 2  10 

"     18.        "        '*        John  B.  Roth,  salary  on 

account 150  00 

•  18.         "        "        D.  Miles'  Bill  ....  6  62 
"     29.        •'        "        E  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to 

July  1,  '86    ...    .      175  00 
Jane  11.         "        "        Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

to  July  1.'86   ...      175  00 
**     11.        "        "        F.  A.  Gast.  salary  to 

July  1,  '86    ...   .      100  00 
July  10.         ••        "        W.  Hubert's  bill  ...  618 

•*     19.        ••        "        Bill  repairsatT.G.  Ap- 
plets house    ....  1  00 
Aug.  10.        -        '*        EV.  Gerhart,  salary  on 

account 200  00 
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Aug.  10.  By  Amount  paid  Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

on  account    ....      200  00 
•*     10.        ••        •*        F.  A.   Gast,  salary  to 

•  Oct  1,  '86  ...  .  260  00 
''  10.  *'  "  Back  int  on  Investment  29  86 
•*     10.        **        "        Int.  to  Library  Fund  to 

Oct  1,  '86    ....        79  19 
"     16.        "        "        B.  B.  Martin's  coal  bill      56  00 
Sept  6.        "        "        Klopp  Legacy,  Int  to 

Oct  1,  '86     ....       40  00 
'•       6.        "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to 

Oct  1,  '86     ....      175  00 
*'       6.        **        "        Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary 

Octl,'86 175  00 

6.        "        '*        J.  Bausman,   Treas.  F. 

A  M.  Col 100  00 

6.        "        "        J.  B.  Roth,  salary  in  full      50  00 
"       6.        "        "        Stamps,  paper  and  envel- 

TB 5  00 
Kurtz's  bill  repairs  5  38 
"  27.  "  "  A.  K.  Hoffmier,  chairs  5  50 
"     29.        "        "        W.    Woehlson's    bill, 

tables 7  50 

"     29.        "        "        Jno.  L.  Arnold's  bUl  re- 

pairs 4  30 

"    30.        "        "        W.  Woehlson's  bill    re- 

pairs 33  75 

$4815  16 

Amount  Dr.  brought  forward $5604  84 

Amount  Cr.  brought  down 4815  15 

Ojtoberl ,  '86,  Balance  due  Theo.  Sem.  is  .    $789  69 

John  B.  Both,  Treasurer. 

This  balance  is  principally  made  up  by  Synodical  apportionments 
paid  for  1886. 

Treas. 
Library  Fund  Account 

Library  Fund  Principal $2069  96 

John  B.  Rothf  IVeas.  in  Acd., 
1886. 
Mch.  9.  To  Interest  received  of  £.  J.  Zahm  to 

March  1,  '86 11  46 

Aug.  10.  To  Interest  from  Endowment  Fund  ac- 
count to  Oct  1,  '86 79  19 

$90  66 
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1885.  Cb. 

Oct.    1.  By  Bal.  due  Treas. 4  71 

"       7.  By  amount  paid  Rov's  bill 9  00 

"     29.        "        "        Stocldart's  bill    ....  6  00 
1886. 

Mch.  12.      "        "        ScTibner*s  Sons  ....  1  00 

"     12.        **        "        D.  Appleton  &  Co.    .    .  42  00 

"     12.        "        "         Dr.   F.    A.   Gast'sbook 

bill 8  28 

"     24.        "        "        R.  O'Bovle'8  bill  ...  3  00 

ApL  13.        •'        "        8.  H.  Zahm  &  Co.'s  bill  26  65 

May  29.        "        "        F.  W.  Christern's  bill  .  2  80 

"     31.        *'        "         F.  Brimmer's  bill  ...  50 

July  1.        **        "        W.  H.  Delaney's  bill   .  6  00 

Sep.  11.        "        •*        I.  M.  Stoddart  &  Co.   .  6  00 

«115  84 

Oct.  1,  '86,  By  Amount  Dr.  brought  down  90  65 

Oct.  1,  '86,  Bal  due  Treas $25  19 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the 
Treaaorer's  accounts  and  compared  his  vouchers,  find  the  same  cor- 
rect. 

October  1,  '86.  Isaac  H.  Keeper,  )  a  ju 

C.  A.  Shultz,         }  ^"'^•^•- 

BUILDING   FUND  ACCOUNT. 
1886. 

Oct  1.  To  amount  of  Prmcipal  of  Fund   .    .    .  $12,883  05 

Interest  on  same  used  by  order  of  Seminary  Board  for  current 
expense  account  of  Seminary  and  accounted  for  in  Treasurer's  re- 
port. 

prrrsBURGH  prop.  fund. 
1886. 
Oct  1.  To  Amount  of  Fund $1718  30 

Interest  accounted  for  same  as  in  Building  Fund. 

8MALTZ  FUND. 

1886. 

Oct  1-  To  Amount  of  Fund  ........  $5000  00 

For  interest  received  on  same  to  Oct.  1, 

'86 275  00 

Cr. 
By  Amount  paid  Rev.  Charles  O.  Fisher, 

Treas.  of  Board  of  Education    .    .   .    $275,00 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 
Lancaster,  Oct  1,  '86. 
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BTATEMENT  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUND: 

Oct.  1,  '85 , $68,224  76 

Len  amount  of  Note  ordered  to  be  de- 
ducted by  Board  Oct.  6/85    ...   .  500  00 

Amount  Oct  1,  '86 167,724  76 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 

STATEMENT  OF   AID  FUND  OF  THEOLOGICAL  8EMINABT  FROM  OCT. 

1/85,  TO  OCT.  1,  '86. 
1885. 

Oct.  27.  From  8t  Stephen's  Congregation,  Lan- 
caster            t5  00 

Nov.  17.    *'    M.  E.   Doll.  Treas.  of  Potomac 

Synod 65  00 

1886. 

Jan.  15.     ''    Christ  Reformed  Church,    Phila- 
delphia, £.  J.  Santee,  Treas.  .        22  14 
"      25.     "    Rev  D.  B.  Schneder,    Marietta 

charge 1  93 

May  17.    "    J.  W.  Love,  Treas.  Westmoreland 

Classis 50  00 

"    21.      "    C.  A.  Shultz,  Treas.,  from  Shrews- 

bury  charge 4  40 

2K      "    Gettysburg  Classis 50  00 

'*    27.      "    C.  A.  Shultz.  Treas.  Zion's  Classis        2  72 
June  8.      *•    Rev.   Geo.  E.   Addams,   Treas. 

Carlisle  Claris 13  02 

11.      ''    St.  Luke's  charge,  Lancaster    .  1  00 
16.      *'  .  Zion's  Ref  Church  or  N.  Provi- 
dence           $2  50 

"    16.      *'    St.  Paul's,  Quarryville  ....  2  50 

July  9.      "    Marietta    charge,     Rev.   D.   B. 

Schneder 9  88 

Aug.  14.      "    St.  John's  charge,  Williamsport        7  00 
Sep.     1.      "    Sunday-School  of  the  Church  of 

the  Ascension.  Norristown,  Rev. 

J.  O.  Johnson 12  52 

**     22.      "    Lehigh  Classis.  Synodical  Appor- 
tionment, 1886 79  00 

"    27,      "    E.  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Synodi- 
cal Apportionment,  1886  .    .        65  00 
"     29.      "    Rev    W.   A.  Haas,   Treas.   W. 

Susquehanna  Classis  on  ac- 
count of  Synodical  apportion- 
ment, 1886' 8  57 
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Sep.  29.  From  Scbuylkill  Classis,  Synodical  Ap- 
portionment, 1886 67  UO 

$469  18 
1886.  Dr. 

Oct    1.  By  Transfer  to  Endowment  Fund  Acct  $469  18 

Total  of  funds  in  hands  of  Treasurer : 

Endowment  Fund $67,724  76 

Building  "      12,8-3  05 

Library  "      2,069  96 

Smaltz  "      5,000  00 

Pittsburgh  Prof  Fund 1,718  80 

$89,396  07 

(6)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  for 

the  year  1885-86. 

To  the  Rev.  Synod  of  the  United  Slates, 

Dear  Brethren: — ^The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Seminary,  mind- 
fal  of  the  good  Providence  of  God,  and  thankful  to  Him  for  the 
contiouaoce  of  His  favor  resting  on  our  School  of  the  Prophets  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  present  to  your  honorable  body  the  following  as 
their  Annual  Report : 

During  the  past  year  the  following  young  men  were  admitted  to 
the  Seminary  as  members  of  the  Junior  Class :  T.  McCauley  Biser, 
Daniel  S.  Kurtz,  Stewart  U.  Mitman,  John  F.  Moyer,  Aaron  Noll, 
8.  Charles  Stover,  Charles  B.  Schneder,  J.  Stewart  Hartman  (a 
graduate  of  Pennsylvania  College)  and  Ernest  Wagner  (graduate 
of  Muhlenberg  College). 

John  M.  Kessler,  £^q.,  a  graduate  of  Mercersburg  College,  a  law- 
yer by  profession,  was  allowed  to  pursue  an  elective  course  in  the 
Seminary,  confining  himself  mostly  to  the  studies  of  the  Senior  Class. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  he  received  a  certificate  from  the  Board 
stating  the  facts  in  the  case,  with  which  he  presented  himself  to  his 
Classis  as  a  candidate  for  licensure.  Richard  C.  Schiedt,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Berlin,  and  Max  Puhl,  a  graduate  of  the 
Teachers'  Seminary,  at  Berlin,  Prussia,  were  admitted  to  the  Middle 
Class.  The  whole  number  of  students  added  to  the  Seminary  dur- 
ingthe  year  was  twelve. 

The  following  persons,  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  having  pursued 
theeourseof  study  prescribed  by  the  Synod,  and  having  sustained  a  sat- 
isfactory examination  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  were 
dismissed,  and  at  the  Anniversary  of  the  Seminary  presented  with 
the  usual  testimonials  attesting  these  facts:  J.  Nevm  Bauman,  Rob- 
ert £.  Crum,  John  F.  Mackley,  Maurice  W.  Mauch,  Milton  H. 
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Mill,  RufuB  W.  Miller,  Wilson  F.  More,  James  W.  Meyer,  Gustave 
A.  Schwedes  and  David  A.  Bonders.  They  have  all  been  licensed 
by  their  respective  Classes  and  are  now  engaged  in  the  active  du- 
ties of  the  ministry. 

During  the  past  year  twenty-eight  students  have  been  connected 
with  the  Seminary, — eleven  in  the  Senior,  seven  in  the  Middle  and 
nine  in  the  Junior  Class,  with  one  resident  graduate. 

Felix  Baum,  supposed  to  be  a  sincere  convert  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  having  been  previously  examined  by  one  of  the 
Classes  and  recommend^  by  the  same  as  a  suitable  person  to  study 
for  the  ministry  in  the  Church,  was  permitted  to  pursue  his  studies 
for  a  time  in  the  Junior  Class ;  but  he  soon  showed  that  he  was  un- 
settled in  his  mind  and  returned  again  to  the  Catholic  Church.  The 
faculty  was  painfully  impressed  with  his  duplicity  and  ascertained 
to.  their  deep  regret  that  he  was  entirely  unworthy  of  their  confi- 
dence. Not  having  sustained  his  probation,  he  was  excluded  from 
the  Seminary. 

We  are  sorry  that  we  must  also  report  that  a  member  of  the  Mid- 
dle Class  was  found  guilty  of  a  grievous  sin,  and  that  the  Faculty 
were  under  the  necessity  of  dismissing  him  from  the  Seminary. 
When  confronted  with  the  evidence  of  his  guilt,  he  manifested  deep 
contrition  and  great  distress  of  mind.  He  was  required  to  leave  the 
institution  at  once  and  not  to  return  until  the  evidence  of  his  repent- 
ance was  fully  established. 

With  these  two  exceptions,  the  moral  tone  of  the  institution  has 
been  about  as  good  as  usual.  The  students  have  pursued  the  pre- 
scribed course  of  studies  faithfully  and  diligently,  and  a  large  ma- 
jority of  them  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  The  excep- 
tions, however,  just  referred  to,  should  serve  as  a  lesson  to  all  alike 
They  should,  as  we  think,  be  regarded  as  a  monition  from  God  to 
guard  with  sacred  jealousy  the  honor  and  purity  of  the  institution ; 
to  ministers  and  others  not  to  encourage  young  men  to  study  for  the 
ministry  unless  they  are  found  to  be  worthy ;  and  to  the  students  they 
should  serve  as  an  incentive  to  greater  watchfulness  and  prayer,  to 
greater  abstraction  from  the  world,  and  to  a  higher  degree  of  true 
piety,  so  that  their  minds  may  be  fixed  the  more  steadily  in  their 
high  and  holy  calling,  and  be  kept  from  entangling  alliances  with 
the  world. 

Two  petitions  were  presented  to  the  Board  from  the  students,  the 
one  asking  for  a  teacner  of  elocution,'  and  the  other  for  better  ac- 
commodations in  a  separate  building  for  the  use  of  the  Seminary. 
It  is  believed  that  an  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  College 
authorities  by  which  the  students  shall  hereafter  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  a  more  extensive  training  for  public  speaking.  I'he  importance 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  use  of  the  Seminary  has  long  been 
felt,  and  this  Board  earnestly  recommends  to  the  Synod  and  to  the 


27 

Board  of  Trustees  to  devise  further  measures  by  vrhich  this  object 
may  be  secured  at  no  distant  day.  It  will  tend  in  more  ways  than 
one,  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  institution,  and  to  assist  the 
professors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  As  directed  by  the 
board  of  Visitors,  the  Secretary  presents  a  copy  of  the  Charter  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  with  recent  amendments^  with  the  request 
that  it  be  printed  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod. 

The  examinations  of  the  students,  oral  and  written,  were  satisfac- 
tory, and  it  affords  us  pleasure  to  add  that  at  the  recent  opening  of 
the  Seminary,  in  September,  there  was  an  unusually  large  accession 
of  new  students — seventeen  in  all. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Secretary, 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  October  2,  1866. 

(e)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Edueatioru 

Board  of  Education   of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States,  in  account  with  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer : 

Cr. 

By  Balance  in  band,  October  1, 1885  .   .   *   .    $1045  91 
By  Cash  per  Treasurer  Tohickon  Classis  .    .        434  03 
"  "  East    Pennsylvania 

Classis 320  00 

"  **  Board  of  Publication, 

interest 180  84 

"        from  Whitemarsh  Congregation  .    .        15  00 
"        per  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Smaltz  Fund  Int  .      275  00 
"        per  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer   Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Klopp  Legacy    .    .        40  00 
"        per  2  Dividends,  Harrisburg  l^ational 

Bank 22  50 

"        from  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  payment  on 

Loan 137  50 

$2470  78 

Dr. 

To  Cash   paid  beneficiaries,  Tohickon  Classis  .  $434  03 
"                   "            East  Pennsylvania 

Classis  ....  320  00 

"                   "            on  Smaltz  Fund  .  420  00 

"            General  Fund  .   .  1010  00 
"            Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  Secretary, 

Salary 20  00 
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To  Cash  paid  Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  expenses 

to  Easton 6  18 

'*  Treasurer's  expenses  to  Easton 

and    Lancaster 7  50 

Balance  in  hand 253  07 

$2470  78 

The  undersigned  would  beg  leave  to  report  that  he  carefully  exam- 
ined the  report  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  accompanying  vouchers 
and  found  every  thing  correct. 

8.  G.  Wagker,  AudUor. 

TL      REPORT    OP    THE    OOMXITTEB     OK    THE    THEOLOGICAL 

SEMINARY. 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary*  to  whom  the  fore- 
going documents  were  referred,  submitted  its  report  The  re- 
port was  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Tour  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  would  respectfully 
report: 

The  following  documents  irere  referred  to  ns,  viz. :  The  Report  of 
the  Treasurer ;  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors ;  the  Report  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  an  extract  from  the 
Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Seminary,  and  a 
resolution  of  this  Synod  in  r^ard  to  the  salary  of  Prof.  Gast. 

From  the  Treasurer*s  Report  we  learn  that  the  income  of  the 
Seminary  was  $5604.84,  while  the  expenditures  were  $4815.15 ;  thus 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $7^9.69. 

Tl^e  Board  of  Visitors  find  room  for  thankfulness  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  favor  of  the  Lord  resting  on  our  School  of  the  Proph- 
ets. They  report  the  Christian  deportment  and  the  diligence  of  the 
students  in  the  pursuit  of  their  studies^  with  two  sad  exceptions,  as 
good  as  usual.  They  also  call  attention  to  two  petitions  from  the 
students,  the  one  asking  for  a  tt-acherof  elocution,  and  the  other 
asking  fur  better  accommodations  in  a  separate  building  for  the 
use  of  the  Seminary.  They  also  request  that  the  Charter  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  be  printed  in  the  minutes  of  this  Synod. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  urge  the  re-approval  of  last  year's  financial 
measures,  and  communicate  the  fact  that  Eugene  G.  Smith  declined 
to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Board,  and  that  John  Heilroan,  another 
member  of  the  Board,  died,  thus  creating  a  vacancy  of  two  members. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  we 
learn  that  he  received  $2470.78,  and  paid  out  $2217.71,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $253  07  in  hand. 

Your  Committee  would  ofler  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption: 

Rttiohed^  That  Synod  recognizes  the  urgent  need  of  a  separate 
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building  for  the  tiae  of  the  Seminary,  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  endowment  of  said  Institution  is  now  before  the  Church,  and 
because  of  the  interests  involved  in  the  Centennial  celebration  of 
the  College,  this  Synod  does  not  see  its  way  clear,  at  this  time,  to 
take  any  positive  action  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  a  Seminary 
Building. 

Rewvedf  That  the  Charter  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be 
printed  in  the  Minutes  of  this  Synod. 

Resolved^  That  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  this  Synod  a 
year  ago,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  filly  dollars  be  assumed  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Seminary  property  and  meeting  the 
annual  deficit  in  the  'relief  fund,"  and  that  the  same  be  appor- 
tioned amon?  the  several  Classes. 

Resolved,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

Resolved^  That  the  salary  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Gast,  Professor  of  Hebrew 
and  Old  Testament  Theology,  be  increased  five  hundred  dollars. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  apportion  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars 
for  this  purpose  among  the  several  Classes,  and  that  this  amount 
be  made  available  during  the  present  Seminary  year,  aud  that 
Prof  Cast's  increase  of  salary  shall  begin  with  September  1, 1886. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H..Groh,  Oiairman, 

In  connection  with  this  report  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  communicate  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  respecting  the  salary  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Gast,  Professor  of  He- 
brew and  Old  Testament  Theology. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be 
requested  to  pay  the  increase  of  salary  of  the  said  Professorship  trom 
the  proceeds  of  the  special  provision  made  by  this  Synod  for  its 
payment 

The  following  is  the  Report  on  the  3d  Item  in  Report  on  Minutes 
of  Synod. 

RSFOBT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE    ON  THE  ENDOWMENT    OF  THE  THE- 
OLOGICAL SEMINARY    AT  LANCASTER,  PA. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Theological  Endowment  Scheme  would 
respectfully  beg  leave  to  report: 

In  view  of  the  action  of  the  Inst  Synod,  convened  at  Mifflinburg, 
in  appointing  Bro.  A.  C.  Whitmer  Missionary  Superintendent,  his 
resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Committee,  which  he  deemed  advis- 
able under  the  circumstanceSy  left  the  Committee  incomplete.    The 
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vacaDcy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Rev.  J.  F. 
De  Long,  of  the  same  Classis.  He  accepted  the  trust.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  in  the  lecture-room  of  St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Allen- 
town,  Pa  ,  on  Jan.  14, 1886,  to  which  was  referred  the  action  of  the 
late  Synod,  instructing  the  Committee  to  place  an  agent  in  the 
field  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  for  which  the  Commit- 
tee was  originally  created,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  we  could 
not  see  our  way  clear  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  Synod,  and 
this  for  reasons  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  the  Committee ;  not  the 
least  of  which  were  the  following :    # 

1.  The  insuperable  objection  to  the  diversion  of  trust  or  conse- 
crated moneys  which  such  an  appointment  would  involve.  It  was 
felt  and  urged  that  individuals  who  might  realize  the  importance  of 
the  work  committed  to  us,  and  who,  prompted  by  the  laudable  spirit 
of  their  religion  which  demands  consecration,  might  be  induct  to 
lay  an  offering  on  the  altar  for  the  purpose  contemplated,  would  not 
much  appreciate  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  their  money,  instead 
of  constituting  a  part  of  the  Endowment  Fund,  had  found  its  way 
into  the  pocket  of  an  agent,  however  worthy  and  deserving  in  him- 
self. In  fact,  it  was  distinctly  stipulated  by  a  number  of  the 
supporters  of  the  scheme,  as  originally  inaugurated  by  the  Synod, 
that  the  payment  of  their  subscriptions  would  be  refused,  on  the 
contingent  that  an  agent  be  appointed. 

2.  The  unfortunate  experience  of  not  only  our  own  Church,  but  also 
of  other  churches,  in  connection  with  the  appointment  and  work  of 
agents  in  the  past.  An  agent  is  never  a  welcome  visitor.  The 
thought  of  his  pecuniary  commission  or  percentage,  vitiates  in  the 
mind  of  the  average  Church-member,  the  worthiness  of  the  cause  or 
the  work  which  he  represents. 

3.  Your  Committee  felt  that  the  appointment  of  an  agent  would 
do  violence  to  the  principle  which  underlay  the  creation  of  the 
Committee  itself.  The  design  was  to  interest  the  Church  at  large 
— to  secure  the  co-operation  of  pastors,  who  are  presumed  to  under- 
stand best  their  own  field,  their  own  congregations  and  members, 
and  thus  not  only  secure  the  proposed  Endowment  at  a  minimum 
cost,  but  also  leave  behind  an  iufluence  on  the  general  spirit  of  be- 
nevolence, which  should  be  felt  in  the  years  to  come. 

These  were  some  of  the  most  potent  reasons  which  deterred  the 
Committee  from  acting  in  compliance  with  Synod's  instructions,  and 
not  by  any  means  a  disposition  to  act  in  defiance  of  Synod's  judgment. 
The  Uommittee  had  carefully  canvassed  the  subject,  had  considered 
different  measures  and  bad  laid  their  plans,  which  they  had  hoped 
and  still  hope  would  in  due  time  bring  ia  happy  results. 

We  to  day  report  a  small  measure  of  progress  in  the  work.  At 
the  meeting  above  alluded  to,  we  divided  ourselves  into  five  sub- 
committees, to  each  of  which  was  assigned  a  certain  territory,  with 
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the  determination  that  each  such  Committee,  vrith  the  blessing  and 
help  of  God,  secure,  if  possible,  and  at  an  early  day,  the  sum  of 
$10,000.  Though  somewhat  disappointed  in  our  expectations,  we 
&re  still  not  without  a  sanguine  hope  that  it  can  and  will  be  real- 
ized. Your  Committee,  however,  needs  the  willing  and  earnest  co- 
operation of  the  different  Classes  and  all  the  pastors.  To  expect 
one  man  alone,  or  even  ten  men,  lacking  the  sympathy  of  the 
Church,  to  accomplish  the  work,  which  in  our  denomination  is  a 
somewhat  herculean  task,  is  expecting  too  much.  Your  Committee 
consists  of  hard-working  pastors,  whose  time  will  not  allow  them  to 
traverse  large  fields  in  the  scope  of  their  work,  unless  judiciously  di- 
rected and  aided  by  other  pastors  and  friends  of  the  movement. 
Quite  a  number  of  promises  have  been  made  by  parties  interested, 
hut  as  they  have  not  reached  any  definite  form  as  yet,  they  cannot 
be  reported.  In  cash,  subscriptions  and  bonds,  your  Committee  has 
thus  far  secured  $5350.  The  leaven  in  many  hearts  has  been  intro- 
duced and  is  slowly  at  work,  and  in  quite  a  number  of  instances,  by 
God's  grace,  we  expect  encouraging  results.  Your  Committee  bbkb 
coansel  and  guidance  at  the  mouth  of  this  Synod.  Any  directions 
and  help  in  the  adopted  line  of  our  work,  if  you  approve  of  it,  and 
see  fit  in  the  exercise  of  your  wisdom  to  continue  us,  will  be  cheer- 
fully and  grate&lly  appreciated  and  followed.  We  would  humbly 
pray  your  body  to  fill  tne  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  £ro. 
John  Heilman,  of  Lebanon  Classis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  G.  Wagneb,  Chairman, 

On  motion,  the  statement  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  as  a  suffi- 
cient explanation  for  non-compliance  with  the  instruction  of  Synod 
in  regard  to  employing  an  agent.  The  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  Kev.  Greo.  B.  Resser,  of  Lebauon  Clas- 
sis, to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  of  Endowment  of  the  The- 
ological Seminary,  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Elder  John  Heilman. 

BOARD  OF   VISITORS  OF  THEOLOGICAL    SEMINARY. 

Revs.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D..  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Daniel  Wolff, 
Spring  Mills,  Pa. ;  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Allentown,  Pa. ; 
Charles  F.  McCauley,  D.D.,  Reading,  Pa, ;  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. ;  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.D.,  Easton,  Pa. ;  Albert  E. 
Tnixal,  Irwin,  Pa. ;  J.  F.  Snyder,  Manor  Dale,  Pa. ;  W.  R.  H. 
Deatrich«  Newport,  Pa.;  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.D.,  Frederick,  Md. ; 
J.  0,  Miller,  DJ).,  York,  Pa. ;  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.D.,  Carlisle, 
Pa. 

BOARD  OF  TRUSHTEEB  OF  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

Daniel  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  John  B.  Roth,  Lancaster, 
Pa. ;  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;    Charles  Santee,  Phila- 
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delphia,  Pa. ;  George  Hill,  Esq.,  SuDbury,  Pa. ;  George  W.  Henael, 
Quarry  ville,  Pa. ;  Aaron  G.  Kenninger,  Allen  town,  Pa, ;  John  D. 
Bkiles,  Lancaster,  Pa. ;  George  G.  Ueilman,  Ueilman's  Dale,  Pa. ; 
Henry  Wirt,  Hanover,  Pa. ;  Israel  Laucks,  York,  Pa. ;  Henry  W. 
Bhriver,  Union  Mills,  Md. ;  Edgar  Slagle,  Hanover,  Pa. ;  Charles 
A.  i^chultz,  York,  Pa. ;  Isaac  U.  Keef'er,  Chambersburg,  Pa. ;  W. 
J.  Baer,  Somerset,  Pa.  ;  W.  R.  fiarnhart,  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  Thos. 
J.  Craig,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 
I.    REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MIS8IOKS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Fathers  and  Brethren :  We  herewith  transmit  to  your  reverend 
body  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 
We  ask  at  your  hands  a  careful  consideration  of  these  documents. 
The  contributions  to  this  cause  have  fallen  short  of  last  year  nearly 
$2000.  This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  in  view  of  the  many  promis- 
ing fields  opening  up  to  our  church  in  the  West.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  Board  to  occupy  the  large  cities,  the  centres  of  influence,  as 
far  as  possible.  In  order  to  do  this,  we  need  first- cla.^s  men  and 
means  to  support  them  liberally.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  you 
will  take  ^uch  action  as  will  awaken  a  spirit  of  missions  in  all  our 
churches  and  call  forth  increased  contributions  to  this  noble  cause. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  O.  Miller,  Preddeni. 
W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Secretary. 

II.   REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  HOME  MISSIONS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  OCTOBER  1,  1886. 

To  the  Beverend  Synods  of  Pittsburgh,  of  tite  Potomac,  and  of  the 
United  States : 

Dear  Brethren:— I  herewith  present  my  First  Annual  Re- 
port, the  thirteenth  of  the  series  under  the  tn*synodic  plan  of  co- 
operation. 

I  feel  free  to  say  that  the  most  valuable  part  of  this  Report  (as 
also  the  most  laborious)  is  the  statistical  table  which,  in  alphabetical 
order  and  tabulated  form,  gives  a  vast  amount  of  information  in 
regard  to  our  missions,  and  so  is  worthy  of  most  careful  study.  In 
fact,  apart  from  it,  the  remarks  made  in  regard  to  each  mission  have 
but  little  meaning.     Both  must  be  studied  together. 
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THE  MIBBIOKB. 

Abilene,  Kan. — ^The  town  ib  growing  rapidly,  and  the  prospects  of 
the  missioD  are  bright  The  foundation  of  the  new  church  was 
laid  August  1st.  The  citizens  have  given  much  toward  it,  and  the 
coDgr^tion  is  very  active,  hopine  to  dedicate  free  of  debt  This 
i«  possible,  however,  only  in  case  they  receive  proper  help  from  the 
East  The  pastor  has  worked  hard  and  lived  at  great  self-denial, 
spending  his  own  last  private  funds  to  supplement  nis  small  salary. 
Besides  two  congregations,  he  preaches  at  various  country  points  as 
time  allows. 

Bangor,  Pa, — During  the  year  the  missionary  organized  at  Pen 
Argyl,  a  town  of  1500,  three  miles  from  Bangor,  with  48  members, 
a  very  promising  point    Prospects  good. 

OoUaeauqua,  Pa, — Rev.  J.  J.  Grist,  owing  to  ill  health  resigned, 
and  the  Board  extends  its  sympathy  to  a  faithful  sufferer.  In  June, 
Rev.  W.  F.  More  took  charge  of  the  mission,  and  is  hopeful,  look- 
ing toward  the  payment  of  their  small  debt. 

ClearviUe,  Pa,  (formerly  called  Clear  Ridee). — This  charge  be- 
came a  mission  by  reconstruction ;  and  though  self  support  is  not 
near  at  hand,  patient,  self-denying  labor  will  do  much  to  develop 
an  old  field. 

Qmeord,Jf.  C, — A  young  mission  and  weak,  but  healthy  and 
growing.  Paying  the  debt  and  building  a  parsonage  will  claim 
their  attention  next  year.     Doing  well. 

Dviais,  Pa, — ^Rev.  W.  M.  Andrews  resigned  last  winter,  and  the 
mission  was  without  a  pastor  until  June,  when  the  present  pastor 
took  charge,  with  hard  work  before  him.     Hopeful. 

Ihtneannonf  Pa. — ^The  hindrance  here  is  loss  by  frequent  remov- 
als, many  of  the  members  being  railroad  men.  Its  growth  has  been 
slow.  Rev.  J.  R.  Lewis  lefl  in  June.  In  the  absence  of  a  pastor 
the  statistics  are  defective. 

Duehore,  Pa.  (formerly  called  Overton  Mission). — ^The  hard  work 
of  the  missionary  deserves  notice.  A  church  must  be  built  at  Du- 
shore,  another  must  be  finished  at  Overton,  and  a  small  debt  be 
paid  at  Elkland,  toward  all  of  which  East  Susquehanna  Classis 
shonld  give  largely.  After  this  is  done  the  mission  will  soon  be 
self-supporting. 

Eaehn,  Pa. — At  the  close  of  his  tenth  year,  June  Ist,  Rev.  D. 
Y.  Heisler,  D.D.,  resigned,  and  the  mission  has  called  Rev.  C.  W. 
Levan.    Growth  slow,  but  steady. 

JEhnporia,  Kan, — Rev.  8.  8.  Meyer  spent  a  few  months  here  last 
winter,  but  discouraged  with  the  mission,  he  resigned,  and  they  have 
since  been  in  part  supplied  by  Rev.  D.  B.  8huey. .  Prospects  very 
poor.  The  parsonage  mentioned  in  the  statistics  belongs  to  the 
ooard  of  Miasions. 

Oleneoe,  Pa.  (formerly  called  Will's  Creek  Mission). — As  it  now 
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stands,  the  prospects  for  self-support  are  not  good ;  but  the  mission- 
ary hopes  that  oy  reconstruction  next  spring  it  will  become  self- 
supporting. 

Marruhurg^  Pa. — Second  Reformed  Church,  English.  Its  growth 
has  been  slow,  but  the  material  is  good. 

HouUsdcUe,  Pa. — ^The  people,  few  and  poor,  have  done  their  ut- 
most to  support  their  pastor,  and  he  has  borne  almost  unreasonable 
self-denial  to  labor  among  them ;  but  their  prospects  are  very  poor, 
with  but  little  hope  of  betterment.    A  change  is  about  to  be  made. 

Imogene^  lotoa  (formerly  called  Pleasant  Valley  Mission). — Rev, 
D.  P.  Lefever  left  May  1, 1886,  and  no  successor  has  yet  been  com- 
missioned 

lola^  Kan. — Prospects  are  not  bright,  but  the  mission  is  yet  young. 
Removals  have  weakened  it.  The  great  need  is  a  church.  Last 
winter  a  congregation  was  organized  at  Allen.  Centre,  with  a  dozen 
members. 

Johnstown,  Pa. — People  are  all  poor,  but  united  and  willing. 
This  year,  for  the  first,  they  paid  a  fixed  salary.  The  ladies  have 
organized,  working  toward  a  new  church.  A  parsonage  is  greatly 
needed.     An  encouraging  mission. 

Kansas  OUy,  Mo. — ^A  lot  was  bought  last  winter  and  ground  has 
been  broken  for  a  church.  Appeals  for  aid  from  the  East  have 
been  answered  in  pledges  and  money  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
$1550.  A  Ladies'  Aid  Society  was  organized  in  May.  The  reports 
of  the  missionary  are  encouraging.  He  organized  in  February 
with  34,  and  now  has  52  communicant  members. 

Laneaster,  Pa. — The  hope  of  this  mission  lies  largely  in  the  num- 
ber of  young  pciiple  under  its  training.  Its  progress  is  seen  in  the 
growth  of  pastoral  support,  which  from  1879  onward  was  $27.00, 
$31.00,  $45.00,  $52.00,  $73.00,  $90.00,  and  in  1885  $145.00.  In 
1879  it  had  8  communicants ;  now  ii  has  91. 

Lansdale^  Pa. — Sunday-school  is  large  and  prosperous.  Church 
debt  has  been  reduced.     Prospects  good. 

Lalrobe,  Pa. — ^Bv  united  and  most  praiseworthy  effort  at  Latrobe, 
a  debt  of  $648.00  has  been  paid,  and  now  all  feel  encouraged.  A 
new  church  now  building  in  Ligonier  Valley,  will  be  much  toward 
self-support 

Lincoln,  Neb,  (last  year  called  Fairview). — The  mission  is  not  in 
the  city,  but  four  points,  8, 18,  20  and  25  miles  away  from  it,  served 
at  great  self-denial,  especially  during  winter.  Small  growth.  The 
mission  cannot  be  called  hopeful.  To  be  discontinued  after  Janu- 
ary 1, 1887. 

Lineolnton,  N.  C. — Congr^ations  are  scattered  and  poor,  but 
the  work  is  going  forward  and  deserves  encouragement. 

lAsoomb,  Iowa. — Owing  to  ill  health  the  pastor  may  leave.  The 
mission  is  weak,  but  the  people^are  getting  out  of  debt  and  will  now 
do  better. 
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Lock  Eaven^  Pa. — ^The  only  discouragement  is  depression  of  busi- 
neaa.  Work  is  scarce.  People  have  no  money  and  many  are  leav- 
ing. The  mission  cannot  thrive  until  the  community  thrives.  But 
v€ry  encouraging  is  the  payment  of  a  debt  on  the  church  (by  a 
hard  struggle)  and  a  spirited  effort  at  self-help  in  the  Sunday  school. 

Mann*s  Choice,  Fa.  (formerly  called  Sulphur  Spring  Mission).— 
The  pastor  is  urging  self-support. 

MarieUa,  Pa.—Iso  church,  but  for  eight  years  past  the  exclusive 
oae  of  one,  greatly  improved  by  the  congregation  last  spring.  The 
appropriation  is  gradually  going  down. 

MeConnelUburg,  Pa.-^An  old  field,  and  the  things  that  remain 
are  weak.  Pastor  reports  the  prospects  not  encouraging.  Remov- 
als and  deaths  weaken  the  mission. 

McKeespartf  Fa. — Four  years  ago  we  had  nothing,  where  now  we 
have  two  congregations,  two  churches  (with  but  a  trifling  debt),  an 
active  membership  and  a  cheering  future.  Last  winter  fire  almost 
mined  the  church  at  McKeesport,  but  a  wise  insurance  enabled  the 
oongr^ation  to  make  it  better  than  before.  A  debt  of  $1884  was 
reduced  to  about  $500.  McKeesport  is  a  manufacturing  town  of 
18,000,  growing  rapidly. 

Mount  Jachlon,  Va, — By  good  management  they  paid  a  debt  on 
the  church  in  the  country,  and  $250  on  the  parsonage  in  town.  For 
the  present  the  Methodist  Church  is  used  in  town.  Prospects 
good. 

Napa,  Gal — Became  vacant  last  January  by  the  removal  of  the, 

Eistor  to  Stockton,  but  in  August  the  Board  sent  Rev.  T.  G.  De 
yre  there  from  Portland,  Oregon.  The  elders  making  out  the 
Aimual  Report,  say :  "Very  little  prospect  of  self-support."  The 
membership  last  year  was  reported  as  64.  Last  winter  the  pastor 
reported  53.  Now  the  elders  report  14.  Many  families  have  with- 
drawn. 

Newton  N.  C. — Of  the  lar^  membership  many  are  poor.  The 
floods  also  have  weakened  their  ability  to  give,  but  the  appropria- 
tion asked  is  much  less.  Building  two  churches  also  is  a  drain  up- 
on then  and  yet  a  good  sign. 

New  York,  N.  Y. — This  Martha  Memorial  Mission  (so  called  in 
honor  of  the  sainted  wife  of  Mr.  John  Ruch,  who  has  pledged 
S5000  and  more  to  the  building  of  the  church,  besides  giving  much 
free  service  in  the  work)  needs  and  deserves  fkr  more  aid  than  the 
church  at  lar^e  has  as  yet  given  it  What  are  the  few  hundred  dollars 
thus  far  sent  m  toward  a  church  costing  $15,000  ?  The  pastor  is 
preparing  the  way  for  an  English  Mission  in  another  part  of  the 
dty.  The  mission  receives  $250  from  the  German  Board  of  Mis- 
noDS,  in  addition  to  our  appropriation. 

OrbuoniOf  Fa, — After  a  short  pastorate.  Rev.  N.  F.  Peters  left 
last  spring.    Though  the  appropriation  hais  not  been  reduced  for 
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several  yean,  the  mission  has  done  much  necessary  buying,  building 
and  repairing.    The  Claesis  is  hopeful  of  it 

PhanixviUe,  Pa, — ^Taking  this  mission  was  a  wise  step,  as  the  fu- 
ture  will  prove.  For  one  year  now  it  has  received  the  whole  time 
of  the  pastor  and  promises  well. 

Meading^  Pa. — As  from  the  beginning,  so  it  continues  to  be  sap- 
ported  altogether  by  the  churches  of  Beading.  Even  the  amount 
last  year  reported  as  paid  by  the  Board  ($250)  was  really  paid  by 
them  through  receipts  sent  our  treasurer.  Hence  it  is  thought  beat 
to  simplify  the  statement,  and  with  this  note  of  explanation  give  it  as 
it  stands  in  the  statistical  table — $350  from  the  congregation,  and 
$550  from  the  Board.  Only  two  and  a  half  years  old,  it  has  made 
great  progress.  The  Sunday-school  has  an  average  attendance  of 
over  300. 

Bidgdyt  i/d. — Bev.  C.  W.  Levan,  who  served  this  mission  for 
three  years,  is  ^bout  to  take  the  mission  in  Easton.  All  our  avail- 
able material  having  been  gathered  in,  immigration  having  almost 
ceased,  and  many  of  our  families  having  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
the  mission  seemed  to  have  no  hope  of  self-support,  and  the  Board 
has  thought  best  to  have  it  served  by  the  pastor  of  Wvoming,  Del. 

Salemf  Oregon. — Weak  and  slow  growth,  with  no  bright  pros- 
pects.   The  i)astor  supports  himself  in  part  by  teaching. 

San  Franokco^  Col. — Bev.  L.  D.  Leoerman,  owing  to  ill  health, 
left  May  1st.  Bev.  C.  M.  Schaaf  began  in  June.  The  mission  has 
had  a  painful  history,  and  only  time  can  restore  it  to  strength. 
The  work  is  difficult  and  the  progress  may  be  slow. 

SeoUdalet  Pa. — The  mission  has  been  weakened  by  removals  and 
self-support  is  far  off;  perhaps  worse  than  all  is  a  lack  of  working 
together  on  the  part  of  the  members.    Future  doubtful. 

SeaUle,  W<t»h,  Ter. — Not  promising  for  its  age,  but  even  this  lit- 
tle mission  has  its  missionary  society  of  a  dozen  adults  and  fbor 
children. 

Sharonf  Pa. — Slow  progress  and  not  very  hopeful  future.  The 
pastor  has  really  suffered  for  want  of  support. 

/Staffardf  Oregon. — Hard  work  and  great  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
the  miaeionarjr  (small  salary,  great  distonces.  peculiar  hindrances) ; 
slow  progress  m  the  mission* 

StmUon,  Col. — Prospects  not  bright,  to  say  the  least  The  court 
has  now  declared  the  parsonage  ours,  but  the  congregation  has  had 
great  hurt  in  the  struggle.  The  missionary,  in  addition  to  $60  sal- 
ary, receives  also  his  boarding. 

Strcuddmrg,  Pa. — This  mission  has  asked  a  large  reduction  of 
appropriation.    Hopeful  fiiture.     * 

TimberviUef  Fa. — ^The  pastor  took  charge  in  December,  1885. 
Besides  our  appropriation  he  receives  $100  firom  Virginia  Clasais. 

Tom's  Brooke  Va.  (formerly  (»lled  Harrisville  Mission). — ^In  ad> 
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dition  to  our  appropriation  it  receives  also  $25  from  Virginia  Claa- 


Washington^  D.  C — So  much  has  been  said  of  it  in  the  church 
papers,  that  little  need  be  said  here.    Its  growth  is  encouraging. 

Wed  PhUadelphiay  Pa. — ^Doubling  its  membership  this  year,  and 
reducing  its  appropriation  $100,  in  addition  to  heavy  outlays  in 
building,  shows  great  progress  and  gives  good  hope.  The  congre- 
gation entered  its  new  church  in  December  last 

Weal  UnioHf  Oregon. — Rev.  H.  Btauss,  after  a  pastorate  of  five 
years,  withdrew  in  Majr  last,  owing  to  the  illness  of  his  wife.  The 
Board  is  sornr  to  lose  his  faithful  services. 

Wiehitat  Kan, — During  the  year  past  the  mission  was  regularly 
rapplied  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  and  is  in  good  condition.  Kev.  J. 
W.  Love  was  commissioned  June  1,  1886,  but  b^  authority  of  the 
Board  has  spent  these  several  months  in  canvassmg  for  funds  for  a 
church,  and  has  received  in  money  and  pledges  $3000.  He  expects 
more  from  various  sources. 

Cheney,  25  miles  from  Wichita,  is  a  part  of  the  charge,  but  its 
statistics  are  not  included  in  the  table :  communicants,  30 ;  uncon- 
firmed, 26 ;  baptisms,  3  ;  confirmed,  1 ;  by  certificate,  3 ;  on  profes- 
sion, 5 ;  deaths,  1 ;  families,  14 ;  Sunday-school  scholars  and  teach- 
ers, 50 ;  church  worth,  $2000 ;  debt,  $100 ;  paid  this  year,  $300  ; 
insurance,  $1700.  Rev.  J.  H.  Lippard  supplied  the  congregation 
part  of  the  year,  but  painful  troubles  have  arisen,  and  the  congre- 
gation is  in  a  critical  condition. 

Wilkindmrgt  Pa, — Rev.  M.  F.  Frank,  having  been  obliged  by 
ill  health  tf>  resign,  Wilkinsburg  and  East  Liberty  were  last  Febru- 
ary separated,  the  latter  becoming  self-supporting.  Wilkinsburg 
is  vacant 

Williamsport,  Pa, — This  mission  has  but  little  wealth  of  earth, 
and  the  reduction  of  its  heavy  debt  will  be  a  matter  of  patience. 
A  large  percentage  of  the  members  are  minors,  but  just  for  this 
reason  the  hopeful  element.  The  debt  has  not  been  increased  dur- 
ing the  year,  as  a  comparison  of  the  statistics  might  lead  one  to  sup- 
pose. The  statement  of  $1800  debt  in  the  last  annual  report  was 
an  error  arising  out  of  a  misunderstanding  of  the  figures  given. 

WtlUmf  lofva. — By  the  resignation  of  Rev.  S.  R.  Runkel,  the 
mission  was  vacant  from  April  until  July,  but  now  is  served  by  Rev. 
R.  R.  Lackey,  with  new  hope. 

Wineheder,  Vet, — An  old  mission  with  a  varied  history,  full  of 
misfortunes  and  hindrances.  The  ruin  of  the  church  during  the 
war,  a  poor  rebuilding  making  a  new  church  necessary  now,  a  small 
membership,  no  wedth, — these  things  have  been  sorely  against 
them. 

Waodbeny,  Mck — ^A  growing  manufacturing  town  of  16,000,  four 
miles  from  Baltimore  (but  each  rapidly  building  toward  the  other). 
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Maryland  Classis  deserves  great  credit  for  this  misBion,  spariDg  the 
ishurch  at  large  just  so  mucn  outlay.  The  pastor  has  up  to  the  pres- 
ent had  charge  also  of  the  East  Baltimore  Miesion  Sunday-school. 
Preaching  three  times  every  Sunday,  with  eight  miles'  travel,  is  no 
light  task.    Both  missions  have  greatly  prospered. 

Wyoming,  Del. — A  mission  of  long  standing,  and  not  as  far  on 
as  one  could  wish,  owing  largely  to  a  heavy  debt  on  the  parsonage. 

BEMAKKS. 

1.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  changing  the  names  of  some  of  the 
missions,  in  order  to  give  the  address  of  the  missionary  without  using 
a  special  column  for  that  purpose.  A  note  of  the  change  is  made 
in  every  case,  under  the  head  of  each  mission. 

2.  Those  missions  marked  in  the  statistical  table  as  taken  by  our 
Board  in  1874,  were  received  from  the  former  Board  and  fit>m  some 
of  the  Classes,  when  this  tri-synodical  plan  was  begun. 

3.  A  number  of  missions  during  the  year  have  been  dropped  from 
the  roll,  as  follows : 

Blowing  Bock,  N.  C — It  was  on  the  Board  for  only  a  short  time. 

Valparaiio,  Chili,  S.  A. — Was  on  the  Board  two  years.  No  re- 
port was  received  from  it  for  a  long  time,  but  last  May  the  Board 
was  surprised  to  hear  that  the  missionary.  Rev.  A.  Kreuter,  had 
landed  in  New  York.  How  many  members  he  had  or  what  was 
done  we  know  not. 

WUmington,  Del, — Organized  in  April,  1885,  with  fifteen  mem- 
bers, it  might  have  come  to  something  if  a  pastor  could  have  been 
sent  there  at  once,  but  both  attendance  and  membership  decreased, 
so  that  at  length  the  Board  felt  obliged  to  close  it 

Somerset,  Pa. — ^The  Classis  having  added  two  congregations^  the 
charge  became  self-supporting. 

Jmddlebrooh  Mission  and  Mint  Spring  Mission  having  been  united 
hv  Virginia  Classis,  became  self-supporting.  Tioneka  has  been 
aoandoned. 

J^ew  Castle,  Pa. — ^This  mission  was  organized  in  1880.  Early  in 
its  history  already  "difficulties"  arose,  which  seriously  afiected  its 
growth  from  year  to  year.  Superintendent  Appel  in  several  reports 
refers  to  these  things.  In  his  last  report  he  speaks  of  "  some  dissen- 
sions which  unfortunately  have  not  all  been  healed  up/'  These 
troubles  became  so  serious  and  destructive,  that  the  mission  oould 
not  possibly  make  progress.  In  such  circumstances  it  seemed  a  duty 
to  the  Church  at  large  to  close  the  work. 

Harrisburg,  Pd — Zwingli  Mission,  German,  is  about  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  German  Board  of  the  East 

Steelton,  Pa. — ^No  pastor  having  been  located  there,  our  members 
became  scattered,  ana  the  Board  did  not  feel  justified  in  contiuuing 
it  as  a  mission. 
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4.  The  following  missions  have  been  enrolled  during  the  year : 
Kangag  City,  Mo.,  McConnellsburg,  Pa.,  York,  Pa.,  PhcBnixville, 
Pa.,  Hazelton,  Kan.,  and  at  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board  the  fol- 
lowing also:  Boulder,  la  ,  East  Baltimore,  Md. 

5.  Of  the  98  congregations  in  our  missions,  about  80  are  organized 
According  to  the  form  of  constitution  prescribed  by  the  Byncnd ;  and 
about  40  are  incorporated  in  law. 

6.  I  regret  that  oy  a  defective  series  of  questions  in  the  form  for 
the  yearly  report,  I  cannot  report  the  amount  of  money  raised  by 
the  SuDday -schools  and  congregations  for  current  expenses  «nd  for 
benevolence,  not  even  for  botn  together.  In  the  column  of  Sunday- 
school  alms,  many  reported  only  their  alms  proper,  while  others  re- 
ported their  whole  giving,  and  some  reported  nothing.  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  many  of  them  raise  large  amounts,  but  the  reports  give 
evidence  that  perhaps  too  little  is  given  abroad,  and  the  mission  is 
not  trained  in  liberality  and  church  work.  The  result  is  likely  to 
be  narrowness  of  view  and  selfishness  of  spirit 

7.  In  the  column  of  missionary  societies  about  30  are  reported ; 
bat  some  of  these  are  really  aid  societies,  i.  e.,  working  for  the  con- 
gregation only,  and  were  so  reported  with  the  amounts  they  raised ; 
bat  I  put  them  into  this  column  because  in  a  general  way  they  are 
missionary,  and  also  because  after  a  while  they  will  probably  become 
fally  such. 

8.  In  some  cases  the  missions  receive  aid  from  two  sources.  For 
example,  Tom's  Brook,  Va.,  receives  S25  from  Virginia  Classis ;  the 
German  Church  in  Harrisburg,  $200  from  Ursinus  Union ;  Marietta, 
Pa.,  175  from  Lancaster  Classis ;  Timberville,  Va.,  $100  from  Vir- 
ginia Classis;  Williamsport,  Pa.,  $150  from  West  Susquehanna 
Classis;  Dushore,  Pa.,  $100  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis;  Lan- 
caster, Pa.,  about  $75  from  the  Lancaster  churches;  Phoenixville, 
Pa.,  $150  from  Philadelphia  Classis ;  and  possibly  others  of  which 
I  know  nothing.  Not  only  is  there  no  gain  in  this,  but  also  the  pro- 
priety of  it  may  be  questioned  on  various  grounds.  To  say  the  least, 
the  Church  has  not  proper  credit  for  missionary  money. 

I  have  now  given  the  outer  history  of  these  missions  for  the  year ; 
but  their  deeper  history  of  struggle,  sacrifice,  anxiety,  disappoint- 
raent,  success  and  joy  is  known  only  to  the  great  and  loving  God 
above  us,  who  aeam  and  again  says  to  His  people :  **  I  know  thv 
works  and  thy  labor  and  thy  patience  and  tribulation  and  poverty. 

KAKBA8. 

Bev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Kansas,  save 
half  his  iiine  to  Wichita,  Kan.;  gave  attention  to  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
until  a  pastor  came;  organized  the  congregation  at  Ha^elton,  Kan. ; 
transferred  the  mission  at  Baker,  Kan.,  to  the  Ohio  Synod's  Board 
of  MisBions  to  be  joined  to  the  Wathena  Mission ;  gave  some  time 
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to  Emporia  and  Fort  Scott,  and  lately  to  Topeka,  where  about  twenty 
members  have  been  found — besides  other  labors. 

Early  in  June  last.  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  organized  a  congregation 
at  Hazelton,  Kan.,  with  ten  members.  A  rew  weeks  later  I^v.  J. 
R.  Lewis  reached  the  mission,  but  thought  its  prospects  did  not 
warrant  his  remaining,  and  he,  in  July,  accepted  a  call  to  Maquo- 
keta,  Iowa. 

OREGON. 

The 'Portland-Oregon  Classis  begs  the  Board  to  send  them  six 
missionaries  for  promising  fields,  but  alas!  where  are  the  men? 
Rev.  H.  Stauss  came  eastward  and  Rev.  T.  O.  De  Lyre  went  to 
Napa,  Cal.,  and  so  the  missionary  force  is  small.  Rev.  A.  J.  OJinger 
since  May  lives  in  Portland,  but  preaches  in  Stella,  West  Union, 
Oregon  City,  Damascus  and  other  points. 

EDITORIAL  WORK. 

Besides  visiting  about  one-third  of  the  missions,  and  as  many  as 
possible  of  the  Classes,  I  have  visited  also  many  of  the  charges  in 
Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to  awaken  a  deeper  intereat 
in  our  work.  Since  July,  also,  I  have  regularly  published  mission- 
ary  articles  and  items  in  the  Messenger ,  at  the  request  of  the  editor- 
in-chief. 

The  Heformed  Mtssionary  Herald  has  been  published  monthly 
and  has  been  kindly  received  by  the  Church.  The  Board,  at  its 
meeting  in  December  last,  approved  the  suggestion  that  it  should  be 
a  four-page  instead  of  an  eight-page  paper.  Since  February  it  has, 
by  authority  of  the  Executive  Council,  been  published  by  the  Board 
of  Publication,  under  the  control  and  editorial  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Missions.  This  chan^  was  made  so  that  the  Superinten- 
dent might  more  fully  devote  himself  to  visiting  the  churches. 

OUR  mcoME. 

The  Board,  a  year  ago,  asked  for  $22,000  for  the  support  of  its 
missions.  Of  this  amount  we  have  received  $15,730.25,  as  follows : 

From  the  Eastern  Synod (8044  04 

From  the  Pittsburgh  Synod 2346  67 

From  the  Potomac  Synod 4659  62 

From  miscellaneous  sources 680  02 

Total $15,730  25 

This  total  is  about  $2000  less  than  the  total  of  last  year,  bnt  the 
difference  is  more  than  made  up  by  the  amounts  paid  in  answer  to 
the  app^ds  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Love,  for  Wichita,  Elan.,  and  Rev. 
R  L.  Gerhart,  for  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  Board  asked  also  for  $5000  for  church-building  purpoaes.  Of 
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viS  amount  we  received  but  little.  The  Eastern  Synod  did  not 
^'pportion  this  apart  from  the  other ;  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  did  not 
accept  its  apportionment ;  and  the  Potomac  Synod  quite  overlooked 
the  matter,  though  some  of  the  Classes  kindly  assumed  their  just 
proportion.  Hence  it  is  impossible  to  report  how  much  was  re- 
ceived from  each  Synod.  Grateful  mention  must  be  made  of  $403 
received  from  the  Virginia  Classis  for  this  purpose,  a  fund  at  first 
intended  for  their  own  use,  but  now  passed  over  into  our  treasury. 

UB8INU8  UNION. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  Treasurer  of  Ursinus  Union,  reports  that 
for  missions  he  has  received  during  the  year  (3519  51,  which  has 
been  paid  out  as  follows : 

For  St.  Mark's  Chapel  in  Lebanon,  Pa.    .   .    .  $2922  51 

Rev.  L.  K.  Derr,  Reading,  Pa 200  00 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  Knelling,  Harrisburg,  Pa  ...    .  150  00 

Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  for  Kansas  work 50  00 

Mission  Board  of  Ohio  Synod 62  00 

Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler 25  00 

Grace  Mission,  Philadelphia 100  00 

South  Philadelphia  Mission 10  00 

Total. $3519  51 

BNLABGING  THE  WOBK. 

In  looking  over  our  great  mission  field,  nothing  can  be  plainer 
than  the  duty  of  enlarging  our  work.  Besides  various  points  in 
Pennsylvania  where  missions  have  lately  been  organized,  and  others 
where  they  should  soon  be  organized,  we  should  not  fail  to  send  men 
to  a  dozen  or  more  of  the  leading  cities  of  the  West.  To  this  end 
will  the  members  of  the  church  double  their  giving  ?  The  challenge 
is  not  unreasonable,  for  the  Lord's  call  to  do  this  is  plainly  upon  us. 

MOBE  MINI8TEB8  NEEDED. 

But  SO  soon  as  we  speak  of  sending  out  more  men  to  the 
West,  we  are  met  by  the  painful  question,  "  Where  are  the  men  ?  " 
We  cannot,  in  justice  to  the  East,  spare  any  more  ;  yea,  the  East 
needs  more  than  we  have.  This)  only  shows  the  necessity  of  calling 
upon  our  boys  and  young  men  to  dedicate  themselves  to  the  holy 
miiMstry,  and  to  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  so  to  move  and  call 
them. 

A  DAT  OF  PBATEB. 

The  Board  of  Mi«ions  hereby  overtures  the  Synods  to  appoint 
the  first  Sunday  in  Epiphany  next  to  be  observed  in  all  our 
charches  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  missions,  when  also  special 
(^Qerings  for  the  work  shall  be  received. 


v. 

4: 


42 

THE  AMOUNT  NEEDED  FOB  THE  COBONQ  YEAR. 

For  the  work  of  the  coming  year  the  Board  respectfully  asks  the 
Synods  to  apportion  $22,000  for  the  support  of  the  mi-sionaries  and 
$5000  for  church-building  purposes,  as  follows:  For  Missions: 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  $12,000;  Synod  of  Pittsburgh.  $4500 ; 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $5500.  For  Church-Building  Purposes : 
Synod  of  the  United  States,  $2500;  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  $1000; 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $1500.  If 

In  this  connection  allow  me  respect^lly  to  suggest  that  the  |'^ 
apportionment  upon  the  Classes  for  church  building  purposes  should 
be  separate  from  that  for  the  support  of  missionaries,  in  order  that 
each  charge  may  know  how  much  is  needed  for  each  interest,  and 
also  that  the  Board  may  know  how  much  has  been  received  for 
each  interest 

A  CHURCH-BUILDING  FUND. 

Nothine  in  our  work  sives  the  Board  more  trouble  than  the  lack 
of  iiinds  K>r  church-building  purposes.  When  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
Wichita,  Kan.,  and  Abilene,  Kan.,  needed  money  to  buy  their  lots 
and  build  their  churches,  the  Board  could  not  give  them  prompt 
and  proper  aid.  The  result  was  loss  to  the  Church  at  large.  The 
two  first-named  missions  had  to  pay  much  more  for  their  ground 
because  they  could  not  buy  it  at  the  right  time,  and  of  course  the 
Church  at  large  must  pay  this  difference  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. We  most  earnestly  beg,  therefore,  that  in  addition  to  the 
usual  missionary  alms,  a  large  amount  may  this  year  be  given  for 
church-building  purposes. 

SPECIAL  CHURCH-BUILDING  FUNDS. 

In  addition  to  a  regular  yearly  income  by  apportionment  for  |, 

church- building  purposes,  the  Board  has  under  consideration  also  a  1| 

plan  for  raiding  Special  Church-Building  Fund:),  not  in  the  least  in-  i 

terfering  with  the  other,  but  rather  supplementing  it,  namely :  \ 

1.  Each  fund  shall  not  be  less  than  $500,  paid  by  an  individual, 
a  &milyy  a  congregation  or  a  Classis. 

2.  Each  fund  shall  bear  the  name  of  the  giver,  or  any  other  name 
he  may  cljoose,  of  the  living  or  dead. 

3.  This  money  shall  be  under  the  care  and  control  of  the  Board 
of  Home  Missions. 

4.  It  shall  be  used  only  for  the  building  of  churches  in  missions 
under  the  Board. 

5.  No  fund,  and  no  part  of  any  fund,  shall  be  a  gift  to  the  mission, 
but  shall  be  a  loan,  and  alwavs  loaned  on  the  following  conditions : 
on  first  mortgage,  payable  within  ten  years,  in  not  less  than  five 
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equal  instalments ;  the  instalments  to  be  paid  at  such  time  as  may 
be  agreed  upon  by  the  mission  and  the  Board,  bearing  interest  as 
follows :  the  first  two  years  without  interest ;  two  years  at  three 
per  cent ;  two  years  at  four  per  cent. ;  two  years  at  five  per  cent. ; 
the  last  two  years  (if  anything  remains  unpaid)  at  six  per  cent, — 
each  instalment  to  bear  interest  from  two  years  after  date  of  mort- 
gage ;  and  with  the  further  condition  that  if  the  mortgage  at  any 
time  be  foreclosed,  the  whole  unpaid  part  shall  bear  six  per  cent, 
interest  from  the  date  of  mortgage. 

This  plan  the  Board  has  instructed  me  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  Synods  for  their  consideration,  that  so  the  Church  may  become 
more  familiar  with  it,  and  also  that  we  may  have  the  benefit  of 
their  suggestions,  if  not  of  their  approval. 

MIBSIONABY  80GI£TIE8. 

One  very  encouraging  fact  in  our  work  is  the  organization  and 
activity  of  so  many  congregational  missionary  societies.  In  answer 
to  over  three  hundred  circulars  of  inquiry  sent  out  to  the  pastors  in 
our  three  Synods,  it  is  seen  that  these  societies  abound  ana  are  very 
useful,  not  only  in  gathering  alms,  but  also  in  training  the  young 
for  usefulness  m  the  Church. 

With  devout  thankfulness  to  Almighty  God  for  the  mercies  of 
the  year,  this  report  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Church. 

A.  C.  Whitmer,  SvperirUendent  of  Missions. 
Lancatier,  Pa,^  September  15,  1886. 

HL   REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  my  annual  report,  exhibiting  the 
finandal  condition  of  the  Board  for  the  year  ending  September  15, 
1886. 

The  contributions  received  for  Home  Missions,  Church  Exten* 
sion  and  Washington  Mission  during  the  year,  and  the  disburse- 
ments made  for  these  objects,  were  as  follows,  yiz. : 

Synod  of  the  United  States. 

Received  of  the  Gassis  of  Philadelphia  .   .    .  (234  83 

Tohickon 637  07 

Goshenhoppeh     .   .  1163  11 

East  Pennsylvania  .  832  29 

Lebanon 420  94 

Schuylkill    ....  1173  50 

Lancaster     ....  837  59 

^                    '*             East  Susquehanna  .  980  18 

West  Susquehanna  .  922  38 

Lehigh 842  15 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  .      $8044  04 
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Synod  of  FHUburgh, 

Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  ....  $2341  67 

**  Mr  David  Oaks 6  00 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pitteburgh »2346  57 

Synod  of  tlie  Potomac. 

Received  of  the  Claasis  of  Maryland.    .    .    .  $1138  65 

Mercersburg.  .    .  597  49 

Juniata 1083  44 

Carlisle 356  30 

«                    "             Zion 205  70 

Gettysburg  ...  567  56 

Virginia  ....  481  00 

North  Carolina   .  154  21 

Iowa 5  00 

Oregon 70  27 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Fotoraac   .    .      $4659  62 

Miscellaneovs  Sources, 

Rec'd  from  Rev.  E.  Erb,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  .      $10  00 

Ursinus  Union 150  00 

*'  Ladies*    Missionary   Society,    Mul- 

berry Charge,  Indiana  ....      11  00 
"  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 

of  Franklin  and  Marshall  Coll  .   .        2  60 
"  Brown  Memorial  Reformed  Church 

of  Wichita,  Kansas 2  92 

"          The  Society  of  Inquiry,  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  New  York  .        1  50 
"           An  Unknown  Female  Friend  of  Mis- 
sions     500  00 

Kate  E 200 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  October  12,  1885  .  .    .  2186  48 

Total  from  Miscellaneous  Sources $2866  50 

Total  from  all  Sources $17,916  73 

Disbursements, 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year  .  .  $14,523  08 
"         "         "       paid  by  the  Treasurer  of 

Pittsburgh  Synod  .    .       2341  57 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  15, 1886       1052  08 

$17,916  73 


To  Balance  m  the  Treasury  September  15, 1886,  $1052.08. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer. 
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We,  the  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  audit  the 
account  of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  respectfully 
report  that  we  have  attended  to  the  duty  enjoined  upon  us  and  find 
the  Treasurer's  account  correct,  with  Balances  in  tne  several  funds 
as  stated  therein,  viz. : 

In  the  "  General  Fund '' $1052  08 

In  the  "  Church  Extension  Fund  " 533  11 

And  in  the  "  Washington  Mission  Fund  "...        33  00 

Isaac  K.  Loos,  ') 
Signed,  T.  J.  Bakklby,  >■  Auditors. 

D.  S.  Keller.  ) 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  September  22, 1886. 

cht7bch  extension  fund. 
Dr. 

To  Balance  in  the  Treasury  October  10,  1885  .  $387.07 

To  Amount  Received  on  Gelbach  Claim,  viz. : 

From  West  Susquehanna  Classis  .  .  $18  38 
**  East  Susquehanna  Classis.  .  .  80  00 
**  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  .  .  30  00 
"      Goshenhoppen  Classis  ....      10  60 

"      Tohickon  Classis 35  00 

^*      East  Pennsylvania  Classis.  .    .      50  00 
"      The  Synod  of  the  Northwest.  .    166  43 

$390  41 

lola  (Kanscui)  Mission. 

Received  from  Middletown,  Maryland  Charge  .  $32  25 
"  Jefferson,  Mary  land  Charge.  .  .  10  00 
**      Middletown,  Maryland  Charge  .        6  00 

$48  25 

Kansas  Mtssions, 

Received  from  Ref.  S.  S.,  Woodstock,  Va.  ...    $5  50 

«*•"«•     Easton,  Pa. 30  00 

•*  Bethany  Orphans' Home.  ...  1000 
**  Egypt  Charge,  Lehigh  Classis  .  .  25  00 
**      St.  John's  Refl  Church,  Allentown  24  74 

"      Danville  Penna.  Charge 3  00 

**        **      Sulphur  Springs  Charge,  Carlisle 

Classis 9  00 

"<        ««      Newburg  Charge,  Carlisle  Classis  .    6  00 

$113  24 
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Kansas  OUy  Mtstion. 

Iteoeived  of  Refd.  8.  8..  Riegelsville,  Pa  ....    $52  00 
Miss'y  Society  of  Lincoln  Ref.  Ch  .        5  00 
Bloomaburg,  *Pa.,  Ref.  Church  ...      26  00 
"  Emanuel  Ref  Ch.  &  8.,  Hanover,  Pa.     12  00 
**  Women's  Missionary  Society,  Centre 

Hall  Charge,  Pa 61  00 

"  Woodberiy  Mission,  Md.  Classis  .  .  5  26 
Keedysville,  Md.,  Ref  Sundayschl  10  00 
"  Rev.  Thomas  8.  Johnston,  D.D.  .  .  5  00 
"  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  ....  10  00 
"  Lischey's  Ch'ge,  Gettjrsbure  Classis  .  10  00 
"         "  Church  of  the  Ascension,  Norristown, 

Pa 10  00 

$196  26 

Abilene,  Kansas,  Mission. 

Rec*d  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  Ref.  Congregation $50  00 

Church  of  the  Strangers,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Received  of  St.  John's  Ref.  Church,  of  Riegels- 
ville, Pa $100  00 

"        "    St.  John's  Sunday  school  of  Riegels- 
ville, Pa 4  52 

"    Nockamixon  Charge 20  00 

**        "    Macungie  "         40  00 

$164  52 

Church  Extension  In  General. 

Received  of  Virginia  Classis $403  87 

"  Emanuel's  Ref.  Ch.,  of  Hanover,  Pa  16  00 
'*  First  Ref  Church,  of  York.  Pa  .  .  15  00 
"  Shrewsbury  Charge,  Pa 22  00 

$456  87 

Roanoke,  Va.,  Mission. 

Rec'd  from  Mechanicsburg  Charge,  Carlisle  Classis  $11  19 

Brown  Memorial  Church,  Wiehila,  Kansas, 

^c*d  of  Emanuel  Ref  Church,  Hanover,  Pa  .    .    $50  00 
*'     on  account  of  Pledges  of  Synod  of  Cham- 

bersburg 226  29 

**    from  Zwingle  Missionary  Society  of  Shep- 

herdstown,  Va 5  00 

"      St.  John's  Ref.  Ch.,  Allentown,  Pa  .      15  00 

"        "      Boonsboro',  Md.,  Miss'y  Society  .   .      10  00 

**        "      Middletown,    "        "  ♦•        .   .      10  00 

"     Arendteville  Ref.      "  •«        .   .      20  00 


47 


u 

t< 

u 

it 

u 

u 

a 

(1 

« 

M 

Bec'd  from  •'Busy  Workers"  of  Salem  Reformed 
Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa      ... 

Boebm's  Bef.  Church,  Phila.  Classis 

Miss  Barbara  Hageman 

Mr.  George  W.  Hoover 

Jones  Detweiler 

Wm.  Frantz 

'       ''     Miss  Cora  Detweiler 

HdzeUon,  Kansas,  Mission. 

Beceived  from  Limerick  Bef.  Mission,  Phila.  CI. 
**    Mrs.  M.  Naomi  Snyder  loan  at  six 

months •   .    .    • 

'*    Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.D..  loan  at 
ninety  days 


w 


u 


10  00 

25  00 

10  00 

6  00 

5  00 

1  00 

1  00 

$393  29 
$5  07 

700  00 

1500  00 

Total  from  all  sources 


$4414  17 


Cb. 


By  amount  of  loan  to 
By  amount  of  loan  to 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 
By  amount  paid  Rev. 


Washington  Mission    .   . 
St  Paul  s  Ref.  Church,  of 
,  secured  by  mortgage 
D.  B.  Shuey,  Supt . 
D.  B.  Shuey,  Supt . 
George  H.  Johnston 
R  L.  Gerhart  .   .    . 
H.  D.  Darbaker  .   . 
G.  Graedel,  Seattle,  W. 
D.  B.  Shuey,  Supt,  &c  . 
R.  L.  Gerhart .    .   . 
R.  Lf.  Gerhart .   •   . 
R.  L.  Gerhart .    .    • 
R.  L.  Crerhart  .   .    . 


T. 


$300  00 

2500  00 

50  00 

77  75 

124  62 

62  00 

100  00 

100  00 

432  63 

10  00 

61  00 

12  00 

61  26 


By  Balance  in  Treasury  September  15, 1886  .    . 


$3881  06 
533  11 


$4414  17 
To  Balance  in  the  Treasuiy  September  15, 1886,  $633  11. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer, 

washington  mibsiok  fund. 

Db. 

To' Balance  in  the  Tz^aeuxy  October  10, 1885  .   .    $66  81 

To  amount  received  per  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas- 
arer  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  from 
White  Deer  Charge 13  00 
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Claaeicfll  Contingent  Fund 6  00 

To  amount  received  per  Daniel  H.   Heitshue, 
Treasurer  of  8t  Paura   Reformed  Church, 

Lancaeter,  Pa 35  00 

To  amount  received  per  Rsv.  George  E.  Addams, 
Treasurer  of  Carlisle  Classis,  from  Carlisle 

Charge 21  00 

To  amount  received  per  Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas- 
urer, Ac,  from  Boalsburs  Charge 12  00 

1153 

Cb. 
By  amount  paid  Mn.  A.  V.  L.  Miller,  on  ac- 
count of  note  held  by  her  against  the  Board  $66  81 
By  amount  paid  to  Mra.  A.  V.  L.  Miller    ...      19  00 
By  amount  paid  Rev.  Charles  F.  Sontag,  for  use 

of  Washington  Hiwion (35  00 

By  Balance  in  Treasury  September  15,  1886  .   .      33  00 

$153 

To  Balance  in  Treasury  September  15, 1886,  433.00. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Seibest,  Treagura 

IV.  TO  THH  SYNOD  OF  THE  Bin>RIlBD  CHORCH  tX  THB  nwITSD  ffTAl 

Lebanon,  October  11, 1886 
Dear  Brethren: 

In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  General  Synod, 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Refori 
Church  would  respectfully  present  to  your  reverend  body  the 
lowing  report : 

Since  your  last  session  the  Mission  under  our  care  in  Japan 
made  conuderable  progress.  Our  missionary  force  has  been  t 
mented  by  the  addition  of  one  male  and  two  female  missionai 
Rev.  W.  £.  Hoy,  a  member  of  your  own  body,  was  commissio 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  December,  1885.  Lizsie  R.  Pi 
baugh  and  Mary  B.  Ault  arrived  at  their  destination  in  July  of 
present  year.  These  acquisitions  are  of  such  sterling  worth  I 
they  have  received  the  commendation  of  the  missionaries  on 
field  and  have  the  approval  of  the  whole  church. 

Sendai,  a  city  in  Northern  J»>an,  with  a  population  of  si 
thousands,  situated  in  a  Ken  or  Province  with  six  millions  of  st 
has  been  ceded  to  us  by  the  Federation,  or  union  of  churches  of 
Presbyteriol  order,  as  our  field.  In  all  that  province  there  are 
two  hundred  and  nineteen  professing  Christians.  There  ore  : 
missionaries  of  other  churches,  but  what  are  these  among 
manyf    This  is  the  city  in  which  Mr.  Hoy  and  the  ladies  hav« 
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ed,  and  there  we  bope  to  establteh  our  female  seminary,  and  also 
lale  school  for  the  training  of  youDg  men  for  evangeliatic  work. 
I  self  supporting  church,  with  nearly  Iwo  hundred  membere,  has 
n  connected  with  the  Reformed  Misaion  at  Sendai,  and  several 
Dts  in  large  towns  are  to  be  supplied  by  us  with  evangelists.  Bro- 
rHoy  has  opened  his  school  with  six  pupils  and  teaches  two  hours 
It.  He  is  making  commendable  progren  in  the  study  of  the 
guage.  The  ladies  have  started  their  school  and  have  much  en- 
mgement  from  the  Government  and  the  people. 
lev.  A.  D.  Qring  has  under  his  care  the  church  at  Nihon  Bashe, 
1  six  out^tations,  with  five  evangelists,  one  day  and  two  Sunday- 
oola.  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore  resides  in  the  city  of  Tokio  and  has  a 
gregation  and  several  out-stations  under  his  care.  He  is 
iged  to  teach  a  portion  of  each  day,  in  order  to  live  in  the  city, 
isabo  making  progress  in  the  language.  Our  success  in  mia- 
I  work  during  1885  is  seen  by  the  puollshed  statistics,  as  fur- 
led by  the  Evangelical  Union  of  Japan.     We  are  credited  with 

hundred  and  fifteen  conversions,  and  our  miasiooaries  report 
t  number  as  being  baptized  and  continned, 
'his  is  a  large  increase  for  one  year's  labor,  and  shows  clearly 
hopefulness  of  the  field  and  the  manifest  blessing  of  our  divine 
d.  The  mission  is  now  regularly  organized,  and  all  our  busi- 
)  with  it  is  conducted  in  an  economical  and  orderly  m&n- 
Our  missioDaries  are  in  good  health  and  are  consecrated 
heir  work.  They  bave  made  a  good  record,  and  are  recognized 
all  the  missions  as  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  worth. 
i  Board  has  great  cause  for  thankfulness  to  the  Master,  and  to  be 
re  earnest  than  ever  in  carrying  forward  this  great  work. 
)ear  Brethren,  the  cause  is  vours.  The  work,  under  the  divine 
MiDg,  is  to  be  accomplished  by  vour  co-operation.  The  means 
Bssary  are  to  be  furnished  by  tne  church.  The  Board  requires 
Ive  thousand  dollars  to  sustain  this  mission  annually  in  its  prea- 
form,  but  as  it  incr^^ases,  the  demand  fur  more  support  will  also 
'ease.  This  sum,  and  double  the  amount,  could  easily  be  r^aed 
the  church.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  you  will  take  such  action 
'our  present  session  as  will  result  in  strengthening  our  cause,  and 
1  the  honor  of  contributing  to  the  conversion  of  Japan  will  be 

heritage,  and,  by  a  reflex  influence,  clothe  our  church  in  thia 
1  with  unfading  beaoty,   even  the  beauty  of  the  Lord.      Rev, 

Van  Home  will  be  present  at  your  sessions  and  has  been  re- 
sted by  the  Board  to  give  such  information  in  reference  to  the 
noD  in  Japan  as  the  Bynod  may  desire. 

Yours  in  the  Lord, 

TaoKAe  Johnston,  Seerelcay. 

y.    BEFORT  OK  KIBBIOMB. 

lie  Standing  Gonuuitlee  on  Missiona  reported  during  the  scBsion 
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on  Monday  evening.    The  report  was  considered,  item  by  item, 

then  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

To  (Ae  Synod  of  the  Reformtd  OiureA  in  the  United  &aie». 
Your  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report : 
The  documents  referred  to  your  committee  are, 

1.  The  letter  of  the  Fresidentof  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States,  transmitting  therewith, 

a.  The  Annual  Keport  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

b.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  £oard  of  Missions 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
sions. 

3.  The  Overture  of  the  Consistory  of  the  Church  of  the  St 
gers.  West  Philadelphia,  to  the  Synod,  to  make  provision  in  e 
way  B8  it  may  determine,  for  two  thousand  dollars  of  the  indeb 
ness  on  its  church  property. 

H(»ne  MieHom. 

The  letter  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  < 
the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  fact  that  the  contributjons  to 
cause  of  Home  Missions,  have  fallen  short  of  those  of  last  vearne 
two  thousand  dollars,  and  that  this  is  much  to  be  regretted  in  vie' 
the  many  promising  fields  opening  up  to  our  church  in  the  wes 
section  of  our  countrv.  It  is  the  purposeof  the  Board,  as  laras 
sible,  to  occupy  the  large  cities,  the  centres  of  influence ;  anc 
this  end  they  need  first-class  missionaries  and  means  to  supj 
them  liberally.  The  Board  trusts  that  the  Synod  will  take  such 
tion  as  will  awaken  a  spirit  of  missions  in  &n  our  churches,  and 
cure  increased  contributions  to  this  noble  cause. 

From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  and  the  ^ 
interesting  and  instructive  statistical  table  accompanying  said 
port,  we  glean  the  following  facts:  demissions  are  now  under  thei 
of  the  Board,  located  as  follows :  in  Pennsylvania,  28  ;  in  Virginia, 
ID  Kansas,  4  ;  in  Iowa,  3 ;  in  California,  3 ;  in  Or^;on,  3 ;  in  N^c 
Carolina,  3;  in  Maryland,  2;  in  \ew  York,  1  ;  in  Missouri, 
in  Delaware,  1 ;  in  Nebraska,  1 ;  in  District  of  Columbia,  1 
Washington  Territory,  1.  These  56  missions  include  98  ehurc 
of  which  80  are  organized  according  to  the  form  of  constitu 
prescribed  by  Synod  ;  40  are  incorporated  in  law  ;  16  own  pars 
ages  ;  21  have  some  indebtedness  resting  on  their  property  ;  and 
have  their  property  insured  ;  7  new  missions  were  received  ui 
the  care  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year. 

The  Board,  through  the  Superintendent,  requests  that  the ' 
Sundsv  after  Epiphviy  next  be  appointed  to  he  observed  in  all 
Chnrcoes  as  a  day  of  special  prayer  for  missions,  when  also  spe 
offerings  for  the  work  shall  oe  received.  The  Board  in  the  si 
way  asks  the  three  Synods  to  apportion  122,000  for  the  suppoi 
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iu  MuBBion&riea  and  15001)  for  Church  buildiag  purpoeee,  and  ap- 
portioDH  the  same  aa  follows  :  Fitr  Misnone :  Synod  of  the  Uaited 
States,  112,000  ;  Synod  of  Piltaburgh.  14500  ;  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
mac, 15500.  For  (Murch- Building  purposes  :  Synod  of  the  United 
Sttlea,  $2500;  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  «10(KI ;  Synod  of  the  Poto- 
niac,tl500. 

From  the  Keport  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  we  learn  that 
TOQtributions  were  received  for  the  cause  o^  Home  Miseions  aa  fol- 
low* .- 

Prom  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  .    .    $8044  04 

PitUbui^h 2346  57 

the  Potomac  .  _■   .   .      4659  62 
From  miscellaDeouB  eourcee,  including  the 
balance  in  hand 2866  50 


$17,916  73 
Of  thia  amount,  the  Treasurer  disbursed  on  orders  of  the  Board 
114,523.08;    and  on  orders  of  the   Board,  through  the   Treasurer 
nf  Pittsbufvh  Synod,  {2341.57 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  his  hands  of 
$ia52.08. 

The  Treasurer  received  fur  Church  Extension  purposes,  from  all 
!«urcfs,  including  the  balance  in  hand,  $4414.17;  and  disbursed 
t-mi.06;  leaving  in  his  hands  $533.11. 

Of  the  Washington  Mission  Fund  there  was  a  balance  in  hand 
of  (66.81 ;  and  for  this  Fund  the  Treasurer  received : 

From  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna  .   .  $31  00 

From  the  Claasia  of  Lancaster 35  00 

From  the  Classis  of  Carlisle 21  00 

The  Treasurer  expended  tl20.8I,  leaving  in  bis  bands  133  00. 

TheClasaisof  East  Susquefaanna  having  been  exonerated  at  this 
meeting  of  Synod  from  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  by  said 
'lasais,  the  balance  due  the  Washington  Mission  Fund  from  the 
Claeees  of  the  Synod  is  as  follows : 

From  the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania  .   .  tl72  68 

Philadelphia     ....    235  00 

"  Goshenhoppen  ....    335  40 

"  "  West  Susquehanna  .    .        6  50 

In  relation  to  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  that  this 
^jnod  apportion  $12,000  for  the  support  of  the  Missionaries  of  the 
Bbtrd,  and  $2500  for  Church  Building  purposes,  your  Committee 
recommend  the  following  action  : 

Haclved,  That  the  amount  asked  from  this  Synod  for  these  ob- 
JKti  be  assumed  by  the  Synod  and  apportioned  as  follows : 
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For  For  Cbarcl 

HiMlon*.  Baildlag  Paq 

Claaaifl  of  EastFenosylvaDia.   .   .    $1,415  t295 

Philadelphia 716  149 

Lebanon 1,423  297 

"        Lancaster 763  ,158 

"        East  Susquehanna    .   .   .    1,482  it08 

*'         West  Susquehanuft    .    .    .        7n6  164 

"        Goshenhoppen 1,150  2J0 

•'         Tohickon I,(t75  225 

Lehigh 1,730  360 

Schuylkill 1,460  304 

112,000   «2,500 
Id  view  of  the  succeaa  of  the  work  of  the  Board,  its  purposes 
needs,  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  action  bi 
ken: 

1.  Eesolved,  That  the  Synod  returns  devout  thanks  to  the  G 
Head  of  the  Church  for  the  prosperity  He  has  vouchsafed 
MissioDury  work  of  the  Church  during  the  past  year  ;  and  iuvi 
His  bleasing-on  her  Board,  her  Missionaries,  her  Pastors  and 
pie,  that  with  true  devotion  they  may  labor  for  the  spread  of 
Kingdom. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Synod  earnestly  recommends  to  her  minif 
and  people  the  reading  and  study  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
perintendent  of  Missions,  and  of  all  books  and  periodicals  they 
obtain  on  the  work  and  progress  of  Missions,  both  in  the  Kefor 
and  other  Churches,  that  they  majf  be  intelligently  informed  &f 
this  cause  and  its  claims,  and  inspired  to  labor  and  to  give  for 
spre^  of  the  Kedeemer's  Kingdom  and  the  salvation  of  men. 

3.  Beaolved,  Toat  Synod  approves  the  purpose  of  the  Board  to 
cupj,  SB  far  as  practicable,  the  large  cities  of  the  western  sectio 
our  country,  and  to  give  the  Missionaries  a  liberal  support ;  and  i 
while  the  Synod  would  have  the  work  and  progress  of  the  Cbu 
in  the  East  carefully  and  fully  provided  for,  it  trusts  that  the  o: 
ings  of  the  Church  may  be  bo  increased  as  to  allow  the  Board  sp 
ily  to  carry  this  purpose  into  effect  by  occupying  the  promis 
points  opening  to  the  Church. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Board  are  requested  to  keep  the  Church  f 
informed  upon  the  claims  of  all  points  for  the  establishment  ofl 
sion  stations,  to  the  end  that  the  Church,  being  so  informed,  niaj 
moved  to  furnish  liberally  the  funds  needed  for  this  purpose. 

5.  Retolved,  Thatin  view  of  the  urgent  need  of  missionarict 
well  as  means,  in  order  that  the  Board  may  occupy  the  many  pr 
iaing  fields  open  to  it,  the  Synod  eameetly  calls  the  attention  o: 
Classes,  pastors  and  people  to  this  need,  that  young  men  of 
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lurch  may  be  influenced  to  enter  the  minUtry  and  dedicate  them- 
ve§  to  the  work  of  miMJons  in  the  home  or  foreign  field. 

6.  Beiolved,  That  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board, 
I  first  Sunday  after  Epiphany,  188T,  be  and  ie  hereby  appointed 
be  obeerved  Dy  our  churches  aa  a  day  for  special  prayer  and  the 
living  of  special  ofieringa  for  Home  Mi$BionB;pnmiJea,  that  when 
;re  is  more  than  one  church  in  h  char^,  one  of  the  other  Sundaye 

the  Epiphany  session  shall  be  appointed  by  the  pastor  for  this 
rpose,  in  order  that  each  church  may  have  the  opportunity  of 
nplying  with  this  action, 

7.  ttfi^lved.  That  Svnod  approves  of  the  creation  of  Ppecial  Church 
lijding  Funds,  on  toe  general  plan  the  Board  haa  under  coDBid- 

8.  lUiolved,  That" Saturday  and  Sunday  eveninra  of  the  next  an- 
al meeting  be  devoted  to  missionary  services — Saturday  eveniDg 
Foreign  Missions,  and  Sunday  evening  to  Home  Missions — and 
It  two  persons  be  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  this  meeting  to  de- 
er addresses,  one  for  each  meeting,  who  shall  be  followed  ny  oth- 
I  in  short  voluntary  addresses. 

OVEBTUBE  Of  THE  CHUBCH  OF  THE  STRANOEKS. 

The  Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia,  overtures  the 

nod  to  provide  for  two  thousand  dollarsof  the  debt  on  its  property, 

i  your    committee     recommend    that   the   following   action   be 

Len; 

1.  Retolved,  That  Synod  assume,  from  February  1,  1887,  two 

lusand  dollars  of  the  debt  of  the  Church  of  the  Strangerfl,  We»t 

liladelphia. 

^.  Reiolved,  That  Synod  nay  annually  one-fourth   of  the  two 

)UBand  dollars  assumed,  iocluding  the  interest  and  tax  on  tHe  said 

0  thousand  dollars,  or  on  the  amount  remaining  unpaid  from  year 
year. 

3.  Retolved,  That  the  Board  of  Missions  be  and  is  hereby  author- 
d  to  pay,  through  its  treasurer,  out  of  the  Fund  for  Church-Build- 
;  Purposes,  by  February  1,  1888,  six  hundred  and  six  dollars  to 
t  Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia,  the  same  to  be  ap- 
ed to  the  payment  of  £e  debt  resting  on  said  church,  the  Tr«B>- 
er  taking  care  to  see  that  the  money  is  applied  strictly  to  the  pur- 
se for  which  it  is  given. 

FOREIOM  MifietONa 
The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions 
ites  that  considerable  pro^re^s  has  been  made  by  our  Mission  in 
pan.  The  number  or  missionaries  has  been  increased,  Rev.  W. 
Hoy,  Lizzie  E.  Poorbaugh  and  Mary  B.  Ault  having  arrived 
d  Altered  on  their  work  within  the  year.  Sendai,  a  city  in  North- 

1  Japan,  with  a  population  of  sixty  thousand,  situated  in  a  Ken 
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coDtaining  six  million  inbabitoDta,  has  been  ceded  by  the  Federa 
of  Churches  of  the  Presbyterial  Order  as  our  field.  In  this  citj 
Uiree  new  mission&ries  have  begun  their  work  with  much  eno 
agement;  and  here  a  self-Bupporting  church  with  nearly  two  } 
dred  members  has  been  connected  with  ourMission,  andseveralpc 
ID  large  towns  are  to  be  supplied  by  us  with  evangelists. 

Rev.  A.  D.  Gring  has  under  his  care  the  church  at  Ni 
Bashe,  with  six  out-atations  and  five  evangeliets,  one  day-Bcbool 
two  Sunday-schools.  Rev.  J.  P.  Moore  resides  at  Tokio  and  has 
church  in  that  city  and  several  out<stations  under  his  care.  As 
mediate  fruit  of  the  work  of  our  missionaries  within  the  year, 
hundred  and  fifteen  persons  were  baptized  and  confirmed.  Th 
a  very  encouraging  addition.  The  nealth  of  our  missionarie 
good;  they  are  devoted  to  their  work, and  are  i^cognized  as  ofn 
dian  ordinary  ability  and  worth.  The  Mission  is  now  regularly 
ganized,  and  is  conducted  in  an  economical  and  orderly  manner. 

Your  Committee  recommend  Ear  your  adoptjon  the  following 
ol  a  lions : 

1  Resolved,  That  Synod,  with  thankfulness  to  Giod,  rejoice 
the  encouraging  prosperity  of  our  Foreign  Mission,  and  commendi 
missionaries  and  their  work  to  the  care  and  blessing  of  the  G 
Head  of  the  Church. 

2.  Retolved,  That  Syund  renewedly  commends  our  Foreign  1 
sion  to  the  cordial  sympathy  and  prayers  of  our  churches,  and  i 
their  liberal  offerings  for  via  support. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  success  and  progress  of  our  Foreign  Miss 
and  the  extent  and  hopefulness  of  the  field,  lays  upon  the  Cht 
the  obligation  to  provide,  as  rapidly  as  it  can,  both  the  missiona 
and  the  means  nwded  to  enlarge  ito  work ;  and  that,  therefore,  S 
od  earnestly  asks  the  earnest  consideration  of  this  fact  by 
churches,  to  the  end  that,  when  the  call  is  upon  us,  the  funds  i 
be  provided  to  send  them,  and  devoted  raen  and  women  ma^ 
ready  to  dedicate  themselves  to  the  work  of  carrying  the  light  oi 
Gospel  to  those  now  living  in  the  darkness  of  paganism. 

RespectfuUy  submitted, 

Wh.  F.  LiCHLtTEB,  CAotrmai 


VL 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  on  Saturc 
during  the  afternoon  session,  and  adopted : 

W^eat,  This  Synod  has  had  its  attention  called  to  the  fact  t 
a  Mission  has  been  recently  established  at  TnenU-first  and  Tas 
Street!,  Philadelphia,  under  the  name  of  Bethel  Reformed  Chui 
and 

Wh^rtaa,  There  is  no  Reformed  Church  south  of  Market  St 
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usiiig  the  EoglUh  Innguagc  in  its  services,  and  this  Mi?aion  promisee 
to  grnw  into  a  self-supporting  congregation  at  no  distant  date,  thus 
eilenidini;  the  work  of  the  Reformed  Church  into  a  district  of  this 
great  tity  where,  hitherto,  it  had  had  no  place,  and 

Whereai,  The  Synod  has  been  assured  that  an  interesIiDg  and 
promising  work  hns  already  been  performed  by  the  Mission  and  a 
suitable  mission- building  erected  ;  therefore, 

Retolred,  That,  as  a  Synod,  we  espresa  our  hearty  interest  in  the 
founding  of  Btthel  Reformed  Church,  at  Twenty-firat  and  Tasker 
Streti^ 

Refoived,  That  we  accept  the  invitation  extended  to  the  members 
of  this  body,  to  attend  the  dedicatory  servicea.appointed  for  Sunday, 
October  17th,  at  3  p.m.,  as  far  aa  may  be  practicable  for  the  indi- 
vidual members  of  Synod,  and 

Regolied,  That  we  commend  the  enterprise  to  the  liberality  of  the 
Claaees  repreeenled  in  this  body,  and  to  the  various  congregations 
and  charitably -disposed  persons  throughout  our  bounds. 

Ob  Hnnday,  at  the  evening  session,  refolulions  were  read  by  Rev. 
Henry  T.Spangler,  with  reference  toast  uminc  n  part  of  the  indebted- 
neisof  Bethel  Reformed  Mission.  These  resolulions  were  referred  to 
tbeStandinv  Committee  on  Missions,  who  subsequently  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted: 

Your  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolu- 
lioiM  offered  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler,  providing  that  Synod  assume 
one  thousand  dollars  of  the  debt  resting  on  the  Cbapel  of  Bethel 
Reformed  Mission,  Phila.,  beg  leave  to  Report: 

Tb.-c  rtsolutioiiw  are  bused  maiulv  on  the  observation  of  the 
bopeful  and  encouraging  character  o^  the  field  of  the  Bethel  Re- 
furmed  Mission,  made  on  Sunday  last  at  the  service  of  consecration 
of  the  Chapel  of  the  said  Mission,  by  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler  and  some 
other  memuera  of  Synod.  There  is  no  request  made  by  the  authori- 
ties managing  the  affairs  of  Bethel  Reformed  Mission,  that  the  pro- 
posed action  M  taken  by  this  Synod,  nor  any  commnnication  what- 
ever from  them  in  relation  to  the  financial  condition  or  needs  of 
Bethel  Misaion. 

Your  Committee,  in  view  of  these  facts,  recommend  the  following 
resolution  for  adoption: 

Saolved,  That  Synod  has  learned  with  pleasure  of  the  hopeful 
character  of  the  field  of  Bethel  Reformed  Mission,  ihila.,  and  the 
encouraging  proipects  of  the  Mission,  and  that  the  said  Mission  be 
favorably  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Micstons  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  whenever  the  proper  authorities  may 
request  aid  for  their  building- fund. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W-  F.  LicBLiTEK,  Chairman. 


AKTICI>E  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  AuDual  Report  of  the  Truetees  of  8yii"d,  and  aleo  the  Rep( 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  were  received.  The  former  was  leferr 
to  the  Committee  on  Noniinatious,  and  the  latter  to  the  Commht 
on  Finance. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Trusteefl : 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

convene  at  West  Philadelphia,  Fa.,  in  the  Church  of  the  Strange 

on  the  second  Wednesday  of  October,  1886. 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Your  Board  of  Truetees  b^  leave 
present  the  following  report-  The  Board  is  composed  of  the  folio 
mg  members : 

Elder  John  F.  Orth,  whose  term  expires  January  1,  1887. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Heister,  D.D., "        "         "  " 

Elder  John  Meily,  "        "         "  " 

Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz, "        "  "  " 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,   "        "         "  " 

As  Elder  John  F  Orth'a  term  expires  on  the  Ist  of  Januai 
1887,  we  propose,  in  obedience  to  requirement  of  the  charter,  t 
names  of  Elders  D.  B.  Manger  and  Horatio  Jones  as  suitable  earn 
dates  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  F.  Orth,  I\esidenl. 

John  Meilt,  Treasurer,  in  Aeeouni  wiVi  the  Sgnod  of  ike  Reform 
OivtrA  in  the  United  SkUee. 


oomtinqent  fund  a 
1885.  Dr. 

Oct.    6.  To  Balance  in  hand $92  43 

"     10.    "    Cash  from  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  Treas. 

Lebanon  Classis 32  00 

"    14.    "  Cash  from  James  T.  Reber,  Trees. 

Schuylkill  ClassU 32  00 

1886. 

June  18.    "  Cash  from  Thomas  S.  Johnston,  Treas. 

Lebanon  Classis 31  44 

"     3.    "  Cash  from  Thomas  S  Johnston,  Treas. 

Lebanon  Classis 2  06 

"      4.    *'   Cash  from  W-  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West 

Susquehanna  Classis 33  00 

"      7.    "  Cash  from  H- C.  Hoover,  Treas.  PhU- 

adelpbia  Classis 30  00 
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June  10.  To  Cash  from  Hev.  N.  8.  Strafsburgei, 

D.D.,Treas.  Lehigh  ClaBsia  .    .    .       72  00 
"    13.    "  Caflti  from  I  G.  Gerbart,  Treaa.  To- 

hickoQ  ClasBia 47  00 

"    17.    "  Cash  from  D.  B.  Maoger,  Treaa.  Go- 

shenboppen  Clusia 47  00 

"    30.    "  Cash  from  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treag. 

East  Penna.  Claasis 59  00 

Sept    6.    "   CashfromEev.T.S  Johnston.D.D., 

Treas  Lebanon  ClaBBis 5!>  00 

"     13-    "    Cash  from  James  T.  Reber,  Treaa. 

Schuylkill  ClassU 33  50 

"    13.    "    Cash  from  James  T.  Reber,  Treas. 

Schuylkill  Classis,  1885  ....      til  00 
"    16.    "    Cash  from  Rev.  J.  H.  PaoDebeckei, 

Treas.  Idtncaster  Claseia  ....      32  00 
Oct,     1.    "    Cash  from  George  Hill,  Treas.  East 

Suaquehaima  Clawis,  1882,  1884.     54  00 

8717  43 
1886. 

Oct.  11.  ByCasb  toJohnF.Orth.traveliogexp.    61  10 
1885.  Cr. 

Oct,    8.  By  Cash  paid  Reformed  Publication  Board  Ac- 

couDt «  02  00 

1886. 

Jany.  2.    "   Cash  paid  Rev.  J.  E.  Heister,  D.D, traveling 

expenses 95 

'■      2.    "    Cash  paid  Rev.  J.  W.  Steiometz,  traveliug 

expenses 2  15 

2.    "    Cub  paid  John  F.Orth,traTelingexi>ei)se8,  '      2  15 


2.    "        "        "    John  Meily,  traveling  ex]>en8es,        1  11. 
2.    "        "        "    John  J.  NissW,  traveling  exp.,        * 
2.    "     Cash  paid  Rev.  A,  C.  Whitmer,  expenses 


oemmary  tiudowment  Uommittee  .   ...  11  50 

June  29.    "     Cash  paid  Reformed  Publication  Bonrd  acct ,  31  00 
Feb.  12.    "    Cash  paid  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  salary  as  Cnerk, 

on  account 44  00 

Aug.  7.    "     Cash  paid  Reformed  Publication  Board  ncct.,  05  00 

"   10.    "        "      "     Rev.  J.  P.  Steinonaccoiinl  .   .   .  60  00 

"  10.    "        "      "    ReformedPublicationBoardacct.,  50  00 

"  80.    "        "      "    J.  P.  Stein,  balance 86  32 

"  30.    "        "      "     Reformed  Publication  Board  acct.,  30  00 

Sept  6.    ■'        «      "            "               "              "        "  55  00 

-  13.    "        ■'      «            '■                "              "        "  100  00 

"  16.    "        "      "            "               «              ■'        "  30  00 
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Oct.    7.    By  Cash  paid  Beformed  Publication  Board  acc't.,  45 

"   11.    "        "      "    J.  F.  Orth,  traveling  expenses  .  .  1 
"   11.    "        "      "    J.  J.  Nissley,  traveling  expenses, 
"   11.    "     Cash  paid  Rev.  J   H.  Steinmetz,  traveling 

expenses 1 

By  balance  in  hand 6 

»717 

SEMINARY  AND  OEBHART  FUND. 
1885.  Db. 

Oct.   6.  To  balance  in  hand »267  50 

1886. 

Jan,  27.    "   Cash  six  raoa.  int    Gerhart   Legacy, 

$300,  Harriaborg  city  bonds  ...       9  00 
Feb.  3      "   Gash  Isaac  Humma,  six  mos.  int  part 

Kiefler  Legacy  -   -    ■_ 125  00 

April?.    "  Cash  Leonard  Mountz,  six  mos  int 

part  Kieffer  Legacy 112  &0 

July  9.    "    Cash  six  mos  int.  Gerhart  Legacy, 

«300,  Harrisbut^  city  bonds  .   .  '.       9  00 
Aug.  5.     "    Cash  Isaac  Mumma,  six  mos.  int.  part 

Kiefler  Legacy 125  00 

Oct.  6.    "    Cash  C.  P.  Sheck,  one  year's  int  Cook 

Legacy 60  00 

"     1.     "     Cash  Leonard  Mountz,  six  mos  int. 

part  EieSer  Legacy 112  50 

1885.  Ok. 

Oct.  8.  By  Cash  to  John  B-  Both,  Treas.  Theo- 
logical  Seminary,  Lancaster,  six 
mos.  int.  part  Kiefler  Legacy  .   .  $125 

"     8.    "    Cash  to  same,  six  mos.  int   Kiefler 

Legacy 112 

"     8.    "    Cash  to  same,  six  mos.  int.  Cook 

Legacy 30 

1886. 

April  17.   "    Gash  to  same,  six  mos.  int.  Kiefler 

Legacy 125 

"     17.  "    Cash  to  same,  six  mos.  int-  KieSer 

Legacy 112 

Aug.  27.     "     Cash  to  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Treaa., 

twelve  mos.  int  Gerhart  Legacy,  G 

'■    27.    "    Cash  to  John  B.  Rotb,  Treas.,  six 

mofl.  int,  Kieffer  Legacy  ....  125 

"    27.    "    Cash  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Board 


lug.  27. 
let.    7. 


»85. 
w.   6. 


[ay  14. 
"   31. 

ul7  26. 


ct    6. 
ilylS. 


of  HnnieMiBBioDS,  twelve  moB.  int. 

Gerhart  Legacy 6  00 

By  Cash  Rudolph  Kelker,  Treaa.  For- 
eign MieBioDB,  twelve  inoe  int. 
Gerhart  Jjemcy 6  00 

"    Cash  Jrthn  B.  Both,  Treaa.,  ax  moa, 

inL  Kieffer  Lenracy 112  60 

"    Cash  J.  B,  Roth,  Treas.,  twelve  moB. 

int.  Cook  Legacy 60  00 

1820  60  (820  60 

oontimgbkt  pdhd  qemeral  8vhod. 

Dr. 

To  balance  in  band $340  00 

"    Cash  from  Rev.  T.  8.  Johnston,  Treaa 

Lebanon  Classis 90  00 

"    Cash    from    Jamea  T.    Reber,  Treas. 

Schuylkill  Classis 90  00 

"  Cash  from   Rev.  N.  8  Strassburger, 

D.D, Treaa.  Lehigh  Cla§sia .   .   .    110  00 

"   Ca^h  from  Rev.  W.  A.  Haag,  Treaa.  . 

West  8uBqQehanna  Clasais  ....  80  00 

"    Caah  from  H.C.Hoover,  Treaa- Phil- 
adelphia Clasais 60  00 

Ck. 
By  cash  to  Cfaristian  G.  Groea.,  Treas. 

GeneralSynod 720  00 

»720  00  $720  00 

oelbach  ci^ih. 

De. 

To  balance  in  hand 1126  88 

To  caah  from  Geo.  Hill,  Treaa.  East  8ua- 

quehanuB  Clatais 46  00 

To  caah  from  H.  C.  Hoover,  Treaa.  Phila. 

Clattia 96  00 

Cb. 

By  caah  to  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas  Board 

ofHomeHiaaiona (126  36 


Kr ' 


Aug.  27.  By  cash  to  same 48  C 

OeL     7.  By  cash  to  same 96  ( 

»27288  «272J 

AU'of  vhicb  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Meily,  TreatVLrtr. 
Lebanon,  Oct.   11,1886. 

Report  of  AudUort  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trusterg  of  Syiwd. 

The  undersigned  Committee  have  examined  the  account  of  Jot 
Meily,  Treasurer,  compared  the  vouchers,  and  find  it  correct  •■ 
stated. 

John  J.  NissLEY,      'f^"^**^ 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  Oct,  11, 1886. 

UNPAID  APPORTIONMENTS. 

Gelhaeh  Claim. 
Minutes  of  Synod,  page  63, 18S5. 

East  Penna  ClasHia $5000 

Goehenhoppen Clasais II  20 

ConAngent  Fund,  Didrict  Synod. 
Minutes  of  Synod,  1885,  page  64. 

East  Susquehanna  CiasBis 63  00 

Sinking  Fund. 
Minutes  of  Synod  1885,  page  64. 

Lebanon  Clas^is 348  00 

East  Penna.  CIbsbib 172  25 

Balance  due  ^blicatioD  Board  .   .   .   .   .    165  63 

REPORT  ON   FDIAKCE. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report,  which  was  oo 
sidered  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

The  report  reads  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  present  the  foUowii 
report: 

The  items  referred  to  us  are, — 
I.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod, 

II.  The  $550  assumed  by  Synod  to  repair  the  Seminary  pre 
erty  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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HI.  The  $500  assumed  by  Synod  to  iDcreaae  the  salary  of  Rev. 
F.  -A  Gaat,  D.D ,  Profeasor  of  Hebrew  and  Old  TeaWment  Theol- 
ogy in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  I^ancaster. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  we  learn, — 

1.  That  it  was  audited  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Trurtees  of  Synod. 

2.  That  there  is  a  balance  in  the  handa  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod 
of  the  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod  amounting  to  S6.65. 

3.  That  the  arrearages  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis  for  1885,  on 
Contingent  fund  of  District  Synod,  are  $63.00. 

4.  That  no  money  having  been  received  by  the  Treasurer  for  the 
Sinking  Fund,  the  arrearages  on  this  fund  are  the  same  as  last 
year,  viz  : 

Lebanon  Clanis $348  00 

East  Fenna.  Claseis 172  25 

5.  That  there  la  a  balance  from  the  Synod  due  the  Publication 
Board  of  $165  63. 

Your  Committee  estimated  the  contingent  expenses  of  Synod  for 
the  year  to  be  $754.00.  This,  together  with  $550  assumed  by  Synod 
to  repair  the  Seminary  property  at  Lancaster,  Pa ,  and  tJie  $500 
ssRunted  by  Synod  to  increase  the  salary  of  Dr.  Gast,  are  apportioned 
among  the  Claaaes  on  the  basis  of  communicant  membership  as 
follows : 

6.  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod  : 

East   Fenna.  Classis $84  00 

Lebanon  "        99  00 

Philadelphia  "        44  00 

Lancaster  "      45  00 

EastSusque.  "        99  00 

West      •■  •'        49  00 

Ooahenhoppen    "        72  00 

Tohickon  "        64  00 

Lehigh  "        106  00 

Schuylkill  "        92  00 

Total $754  00 

7.  Fund  for  repairing  Seminary  property : 

East   Penna.  Classis $65  00 

Lebanon  "        65  00 

Philadelphia  "        33  00 

Lancaster  "        3500 

EaatSusque.  "        69  00 

West      "  "        36  00 

GoebeDhoppen  "        51  00 
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Tohickon    Clawis Bl  00 

Lehigh  "        •     79  00 

ScbuylkUl       "        67  00 

Total $551  00 

8.  Fund  to  increase  Dr.  Gaet'e  salary : 

E&sl  Fenna.  ClasBia $66  00 

Lebanon              "        66  00 

PhiUdelphia       "        29  00 

Lancaster             "        81  00 

EastSusqueh'na"        65  00 

West         "          "        82  00 

Goebenhoppen    " .  47  00 

Tohickon            "        42  00 

Lehigh               "        70  00 

Schuylkill           "        62  00 

Total 1500  00 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  following  resolution  for  at 
tion: 

Retdved,  That  Synod  request  delinquent  Classes  to  make  ape 
payment  of  their  respective  arrearages  on  their  apportionments 
Contingent  Expenses  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

I.  S.  Stabs,  CAotrmaii 

In  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  item  6  calls  for  a  report  f 
a  special  committee  appointed  one  year  ago.     The  following  is 
report,  which  was  adopted  : 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chweh  m  the  United  Staiet : 

'Brethren  : — The  committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  at  Mifi 
burg.  Pa.,  October,  1885,  to  inquire  int^  the  discrepancy  betw 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  i 
that  of  the  Treasurer  of  East  Penna.  Classis  relative  to  the  Gelb 
claim,  respectfully  submit  the  following : 

We  find  that  the  original  apportionment  for  East  Penna.  C 
sis  for  this  purpose  was  one  hundred  dollars.  When  the  divisioi 
Classis  took  place,  Lehigh  Clafsis  assumed  and  subsequently  [ 
one-half  of  this  amount,  fifty  dollars,  thue  leaving  a  balance  of  f 
dollars  as  still  owing  by  East  Penna.  Classis.  (See  Minutes  of  G 
eral  Synod  1884,  pages  67  and  68.)  This  amount  was  pud  by 
Treasurer  of  East  Penna.  Classis  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  as 
pears  from  the  latter's  report  for  the  year  1884  C&ee  minute 
Synod  for  1884,  page  64.) 


By  direction  of  General  Synod,  interest  vaa  added  to  the  unpaid 
portionments  from  October  1, 1876,  a  period  often  years.  On  the 
ove-Qamed  principal,  fifty  dollars,  this  amounts  to  thirty  dollars. 
lisBum  was  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  East  Penna.  Classis  on  Sep- 
vber  22, 1885.  (See  Treasurer  of  Synod's  report,  Minutes  of 
nod  1885,  page  60.) 

We  therefore  report  that  the  Clasais  of  East  Penna.  has  paid  in 
II  itaapportionmeutfortheGelbacb  claim. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  Meilt, 
Treasurer  of  the  Synod  m  the  United  States. 
Wu.  H.  Seibert, 
T.  O.  Stek, 
Treasurer  East  Pa.  Classis. 


On  a  item  in  Report  on  Minutes  of  Claases,  under  the  general 

wi  of  subjects  referred,  the  following  action  was  adopted; 

Whereas,  East  Susquehanna  Classis  was  exonerated  by  Synod  in 

'^U  from  payment  of  assessment  for  Washington  Mission  Chapel 

ind,  and 

Whereat,  Collections  have  been  held  since  1880  for  this  object, 

erefore, 

RtKhed,  That  East  Susquehanna  Classis  be   exonerated  from 

i  arrearages  on  W^ashington  Mission  Cba[)el  Fund 

On  the  3d  item,  under  the  general  head  of  Subjects  Referred,  in 
e  same  report,  the  following  action  was  taken : 
Resolved,  That  Synod  recognizee  the  Gelbach  Claim  on  the  Classis 
Ooehenhoppen  as  being  paid. 

On  the  4tb  item  in  Report  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  under  the  head 

Subjects  Referred,  the  following  action  vas  adopted : 

^^hereas,  The  Minutes   of  Goshenhoppen  Classis  for   1885  ac- 

lowledge  an  arrearage  of  t91.&0  on  the  Washington  Mission  Chapel 

uDd,  and 

yiiereas.  From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Homo 

iwionB,  as  found  in  Mmutea  of  Synod  for  1885,  it  appears  that 

whenhoppen  Clasais  contributed  ninety-eight  dollars  to  said  fund, 

erefore, 

ftesolcfd.  That  this  Synod  declares  Goshenhoppen  Classis  not   in 

■^are  on  the  Washington  Mission  Fund,  and  that  this  action  is  in- 

uded  to  mean  that  said  Classis  has   made  payment  in  full  of  its 

'Portionment  for  said  Fund. 


J 
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The  President  of  fiyuod  appointed  Kev.  I*  J.  Mayer  and  Rev 
O,  Rtem  a  committee  to  examine  the  charter,  to  ascertain  whether 
Synod  can  authorize  the  Treaaurer  or  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  I 
row  money.  After  examining  the  charter  the  committee  repor 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  charter  to  prevent  the  Trustees  fi 
ordering  the  Treasurer  to  do  so. 


The  committee  appointed  by  the  President,  consisting  of  Elc 
Joseph  Proctor  and  F.  C.  Crouse,  to  collect  fifly  cents  from  ei 
delegate,  submitted  its  report,  which  was  adopted.  The  commit 
reports  that  (34.75  were  collected  and  paid  into  the  hands  of 
paater  lod. 

Elder  D-  B.  Mauger,  of  Bouglassville,  Pa.,  was  elected  to  fill 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 


si:  [ 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AMD  KEFEREMCES. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes, 
der  the  head  of  Appeals,  three  items — namely,  the  appeal  of  B 
H.  F.  Seiple,  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzell  and  of  Kev.  John  Kretrioj 
were  referred  to  the  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A. 
Bartholomew,  H.  T.  Spangler  and  Elder  Joel  Dreisbach,  who  sul 
quently  reported  the  following  action, which  was  adopted: 

BEV.  H.  p.  eEITLE'S  APPEAL. 

Your  committee  on  the  appeal  of  Rev.  H,  F.  Seiple  from  the 
tion  of  TobickoD  Classis,  would  respectfully  report,  that  there 
no  evidence  at  hand,  that  the  brother  has  taken  all  the  constj 
tional  siepB,  necessary  to  prosecute  his  case  before  the  Syn< 
Hence  his  appeal  is  not  in  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Oiairman 

REV.  J.  M.  HARTZELL'S  APPEAL. 

Your  committee  on  the  appeal  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzell  from 
action  of  Tohickon  Classis  in  regard  to  his  deposition,  beg  lei 
te  report,  that  we  find  the  appeal  taken  in  regular  form,  accord 
to  the  requirements  of  the  twnstitution. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  case  be  made  the  ordei 
the  day  immediately, — 

1.  The  papers  proper  to  the  case  to  be  read. 

2.  The  appellant  ha.ve  thirty  minutes  in  vindication  of  hia  app« 
S.  The  rea))ondent  or  Classb  have  forty-five  minutes  in  its  delec 
4.  The  appellant  have  fifteen  minutes  to  respond. 


lli^ 
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0.  The  case  then  to  be  submitted  to  Synod  and  tbe  vote  to  be 
ken  in  the  luual  fomi. 

Rcflpectfully  Bub milted, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  CAotrman. 
As  Rev.  J.  M.  Hartzell  wae  not  present,  and  no  ooe  Boltcited  t* 
t  M  couneellor  in    his  appeal,  toe  subject  was,  therefore,  die- 
ined. 

RET.  JOHH  KRETZnta'B  APPEAL. 

Your  committee  on  the  appeal  of  Rev.  Johu  Kretzing  ftvm  the 
tion  of  the  ClafBis  of  East  Fennsvlvania  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
ej  find  the  appeal  in  order.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the 
K  be  made  toe  order  immediately,  — 

1,  The  papers  proper  to  the  case  to  be  read. 

1  The  appellant  be  allowed  fifteen  minutes  to  open  and  close  bis 

rl. 
The  respondent  or  Classis  to  follow  the  opening  epeech  and  be 
lowed  fifteen  minutes  in  its  defense. 

4.  The  matter  then  to  be  submitted  to  Synod,  without  debate, 
ter  which  the  vote  is  to  be  taken  in  tbe  usual  form. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Chairman. 
The  papers  proper  to  the  case  were  read.     Rev.  John  M.  Titzel 
ted  as  cnunsel  for  the  appellant ;  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem  defended  the 
tioD  of  Ctassii.    The  yeaa  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  vote  re- 
lied in  sustaining  the  appeal. 

Rer.  D.  £.  Klopp  gave  notice  of  complaiut  against  the  action  of 
^od  in  this  appeal  case. 

A  special  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  Wm  H. 
roh,  J.  H.  Dubbs  and  Elder  P.  B.  Ediis,  to  draft  a  minute  to  ex- 
ess  the  judgment  of  the  Synod  in  the  premises.  The  committee 
ported  on  Tuesday  forenoon  the  fallowing  action,  which  was 
opted: 

Your  committee  appointed  to  formulate  a  minute,  expressive  of 
e  force  of  sustaining  the  appeal  of  Rev.  J.  Kretzing  from  tbe  ac- 
10  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  would  respectfully  report : 
The  force  of  the  decision  of  the  Synod  is,  that  the  instruction 
ven  by  Classis  to  Rev.  J.  Kretzing,  and  from  which  he  appealed, 
not  binding,  because  the  election  was  not  regularly  held.  More- 
ei,  Synod  would  advue  Classis,  to  request  the  congregation  at  £f- 
rt,  in  Monroe  County,  Fa.,  to  bold  a  new  election  in  accordance 
th  tbe  requirements  of  their  own  constitution,  and  the  constitution 
(he  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  and  to  see  to  it,  that 
e  oScera  so  elected,  if  worthy,  be  promptly  installed. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  H.  Groh,  OiaitTnan. 


AKTICLE  XVn. 

COUPLAIMTB. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  action  of  Synod. 
ARTICLE  XVIII. 


The  committee,  appointed  by  the  Prewdent  of  the  Synod,  on  ] 
gious  Services,  made  provision  for  eeversJ  addressee  to  the  Suu< 
school  of  the  Church  of  the  Strangers,  which  were  observec 
Sunday  at  its  afternoon  sesdon. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 
ANITTTAL    REPOBT    OF   THE    PDBLtCATIOK    BOABD  OF  THE  BEFOB 
CHDBCH  JS  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Ta  the  Synods  of  the  United  Stala,  Piitthurgh  and  Potomac : 
The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Si 

would  respectfully  submit  to  the  Syuods  named,  tbu,  its  Am 

Report: 
The  Board  as  usual  held  three  regular  meetings  during  the ; 

juBt  closed.     The  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were  continued, ' 

George  Gelbach,  Ptendent ;  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher,  Seereiary 

Treaxurer. 
From  the  annual  statement  submitted  by  the  Superintendent,  ] 

Chas.  G.  Fisher,  at  the  last  meeting  held  September  9th,  is  b 

gathered  the  following ; 

AMOUNT  OF  BtraiNESB  FOR   1885-86. 

Subscriptions  in  Periodical  Department .  $26,300.00 
Sales  in  Book  Department 14,651.23 

Total »40,951 

KECEIPTB  FOB  THE  YEAIl  EMDINQ  JULY   SlST,  1886. 

From  Periodicals $23,536.46 

"     Book  Htore 13,216.06 

■'     Kent* S44.(K) 

"    Collections 270.27 

■'     MiscellaDeoue  Sources 1,329.93 

Total  Receipts $38,89f 


Loans,  etc.,  paid $350.00 

Printing,  Paper  and  Binding 21,200.52 

Interest 2,366  25 

Commissions 1,229.86 
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Merchandiae 4,767.58 

Salariea     .     ■ 6,100.99 

Foet&reond  Expressage 685.60 

MiicJlaneous 1,969.03 

Total  Disburaemente 138,619.82 

ExccfiB  of  Receipts $276.90 

iJABii.m£8 — 1886  :  * 

Notn  on  which  interest  is  paid «27 ,761.90 

Horteage  on  Building 15,000.00 

MJBcdlaneoua 5,812.49 

Total  Uabilities  1886 $46,574.89 

Total  LiabUIties  1885 48,63956 

Decrease  of  Inabilities $65.17 


At  ettimaled  by    CommiOee: 

Book  Accounts $  4,841.00 

Periodical  Accounts 12,:J00.00 

Stock  in  Store 5,118.00 

Books  in  SheeU 2,308.00 

Paper  on  Hand 417.00 

Stereotype  Plata 3^000.00 

MiscellaneouB 5,999.00 

Real  Eatate 35,000.00 

Total   AMets   1886 $69,983  00 

ToUl  AMets  1885 70,679.69 

Decrense  of  Assets $1,69669 

Anets 168,983.00 

Iiabi1iti« 48,574.39 

Excess  of  Assets $20,408.61 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Stock,  etc.,  submitted  the 

foUowing  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  ,  September  8, 1886. 
Your  Committee  appointed  to  take  account  of  Stock,  estimate  the 

value  of  assets,  and  report  upon  the  general  condition  of  the  afiairs 

of  the  Board,  would  oifer  the  following  for  your  conaideratioQ : 
We  find  the  stock  in  store  properly  kept  and  salable.     The  total 

neeipts  of  the  past  year  have  been  slightly  in  excess  of  expenditures, 

ukI  there  has  been  a  small  decrease  in  liabilities. 


We  are  elad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  iubscriptioD  liats  of  ! 
day-ficbool  nelpB  and  periodicalB  of  the  Board  have  been  conw 
ably  increased  during  the  year,  except  the  Sunday  Sdtool  Trea 
Mni  Reformed  Quarterly  Review,  nhich  have  about  held  their  01 

It  is  to  be  regretted  Uiat  the  buaineaa  of  the  Book  Department 
ikilen  off  to  pome  extent,  vhich  is,  no  doubt,  owing  to  the  etringi 
of  the  times. 

The  general  assets  of  the  Board  are  about  the  seme  aa  in  for 
•  years,  though  the  committee  has  cut  them  down  in  their  estit 
nearly  two  thousand  dollars.  We  feel  also  that  the  general  busi 
outlook  of  the  establishment  is  not  as  euuouraging  as  it  might,  c 
dwirable  as  it  should  be. 

Our  expenses  are  necessarily  very  heavy,  as  long  as  we  ha\ 
large  an  indebtedness  to  carrv.  What  to  suggest  is  perhara  diffii 
but  after  considerable  thougLt  and  consultation,  we  would  offer 
following  tor  your  adoption : 

lat  Whebeas,  the  finances  of  the  Board  require  that  the 
penses  should  be  kept  as  low  aa  is  consistent  with  a  proper  regard 
usefuhieflB,  and 

WHERGA.S,  we  believe  that  a  saving  of  more  than  one  half  of  v 
we  now  pay  for  editing  the  Mesienger  can  be  eSected  bv  secu 
some  one  in  the  regular  pastorate,  or  other  profesBional  callin 
provide  the  editorial  matter  and  make  the  Belections ;  the  other  1 
to  be  done  by  our  Superintendent,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  all 
other  [leriodicals  and  Bunday-school  hclpe ;  and 

Whbrrab.  Good  business  management  requires  that  the  Bo 
who  is  financially  responeible,  should  have  fhll  control  of  all  ib 
&ir8,  Therefore 

Reiolved,  That  we  hereby  overture  the  Synods,  owning  this  es 
lishment,  to  allow  the  Board  to  arrange  for  the  editorial  conduc 
the  Mevenger,  as  we  now  do  for  the  other  periodicals  we  publiah, 
same  to  an  into  effect  January  ],  1887. 

iA.  Whereas,  The  large  indebtedness  of  the  Board  is  a  very 
rioua  hindrance  to  its  usefulness,  and  there  is  no  immediate  pros] 
of  the  income  from  business  reducing  liabilities  to  any  consider 
extent,  and 

Wqereah,  It  may  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  Board,  during 
coming  year,  to  sell  out  the  general  assets  of  the  establishment, 
also  the  real  estate — one  or  both — to  a  private  party  or  coium 
with  a  view  to  reorganize  the  entire  business  of  the  Board,  and 
off  our  indebtedDeee,  as  far  as  possible  ;  therefore 

Reaolved,  That  we  hereby  asV  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh,  Poto: 
and  of  the  United  States  to  grant  the  Board  full  plenary  powe 
make  the  sale,  or  sales,  set  forth  in  the  above  preamble,  provii 
that  neither  the  general  aaaels  nor  real  estate  shall  bring  leaa  than 
oommittee's  estimate  of  them  for  the  year  ending  July  31,  1886 


We  fbrther  recommend,  that  the  Bo&rd  reiterate  and  renew  its  re- 
ii€st  to  the  Synods,  that  aonual  collectiooB  be  lifted  Id  all  their 
lurches  for  the  benefit  of  the  Board,  as  ia  done  by  other  denomi- 
itioDBin  the  interest  of  their  printing  establishments.     We  believe 

is  but  right  that  our  Kefoimed  people  eenerally  should  have  part 
I  carrying  on  this  branch  of  the  Churcn's  benevolent  work  and 
lat  the  contributions  to  the  churches  will  more  than  equal  their  in- 
ttmeots  in  the  way  proposed. 

J.  W.  Love,         ) 

Geo.  W.  Hensel,  >  OommitUe. 

Henry  Wibt.       ) 

In  addition  to  what  ia  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
luching  the  business  in  the  two  department^i-it  may  be  stated,  that 
iirmg  the  year  the  number  of  books,  tracts  and  services  of  ditferent 
indB  printed  for  the  Book  Department  was  55.000.  Of  this  num- 
ii  there  were  18.000  almanacs.  In  the  Periodical  Depaitnient  the 
imber  of  periodicals  published  amounted  to  the  sum  total  of  dO>- 
XI.  In  both  departmenta  the  number  has  been  considerably  over 
lat  of  the  preceding  year. 

During  the  fore  part  of  this  year,  arrangements  were  effected  by 
hich  the  Sunday-Sehool  Mimonary,  published  by  the  Board,  ancl 
le  Miatttmary  Sentinel  and  Herald,  published  by  the  TriSynodic 
oard  of  Misaions,  were  consolidat'  d  under  the  title  otSeJormed  Mis- 
onary  Herald,  with  Rev.  A.  C,  Whitmer,  Superintendent  of  Mi«- 
ons,  as  Editor.  The  price  of  the  new  paper  was  fixed  at  25  cents 
:r  copy  to  one  subecrioer,  and  20  centa  per  copy  in  clubs  of  more 
L&n  five  to  one  address.  As  its  name  indicates  it  is  devoted  to  the 
>Iereat«  of  Missions,  Foreign  and  Domeatic,  and  should  have  a  wide 
rculation.  It  baa  now  a  subscription  list  of  5000,  but  should  have 
t  least /cnir  times  that  number.  It  is  to  be  hoped  pastors  and  others 
ilerested  in  the  great  work  of  Missions,  will  lend  their  aid  in  get- 
Dgit  into  the  hands  of  every  member  of  the  church. 

The  term  of  George  Gelbaeh,  as  Trustee  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
tates,  and  that  of  Henry  Wirt,  of  the  Synod  of  Potomac,  expiriug 
:  the  end  of  the  present  year,  the  Synods  named  will  therefore  have 
>  fill  the  vacancies  that  will  thua  occur  in  the  Board,  at  their  com- 
ig  annual  seaaions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
'Hts.  G  FiBHER,  Seorttary.  Geo.  Gelbach,  I^etideni. 

'hiudelphu,  September  24, 1886. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
^port  was  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  taken 
p  item  by  item  and  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  FublicatioDS  begs  leave  to  report  aa  follows: 
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There  were  referred  to  this  Committee  the  Report  of  the  Boar 
Publication,  &  letter  from  Rev.  Br.  P.  S.  Davis,  Edilor-iu-Chie 
the  Messenger,  and  a  communication  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod 
ing  its  action  relating  to  publication  interests. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  showa  that  during 
year  ending  July  Slat,  1886,  the  total  receipta  have  been  fllightl 
excess  of  expenditures,  and  that  there  has  been  a  email  decreas 
liabilities.  It  also  showa,  however,  that  there  has  been  a  consi 
able  decrease  in  the  value  of  the  assets  of  the  Board,  and  that 
condition  of  the  Board  hae  not  been  improved  io  a  financial  p 
of  view.  Owing  to  the  embarrassment,  occasioned  by  its  large 
debtedn^,  the  Board  overtures  the  Synods  owning  the  establiahn 
to  allow  it  to  arrange  for  the  Editorial  conduct  of  the  Meesen 
and  to  grant  it  plenary  power  to  make  the  sale  or  sales  of  the  gen 
aaaeta  of  the  establishment,  and  also  the  real  estate — one  or  bot 
to  a  private  party,  with  a  view  to  reorganize  the  entire  busines 
the  Board  and  pay  off  its  indebtednees.  It  also  recommends  ' 
annual  collections  be  lifted  in  all  the  churches  for  the  beneG 
•  the  Board. 

Dr.  Davia,  in  his  letter,  implies  that  the  state  of  his  health  i 
compel  him  to  resign  the  Editorship  of  tlie  Megsenger,  and,  there! 
he  requests  that  the  different  Synods  appoint  a  commission  to  < 
uder  his  resignation,  should  he  offer  it,  and  to  make  arrangement 
the  editing  of  the  ifessenger  in  case  his  resignation  should  be 
cepted.  He  makes  thia  request  because  he  ^lieves  that  any  ol 
method  would  break  the  Tri-Synodic  conpact  of  1875. 

The  communication  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  showa  that 
Bynod  has  elected  a  commission  of  three  persons  having  plei 
power  to  represent  it  and  act  for  it,  on  all  questions  pertaining 
the  Editorship- in-Chief  of  the  Messenger  during  the  current  y 
and,  moreover,  invitee  this  Synod  to  elect  a  commission  of  five 
,  sons  having  similar  power.     It  also  showa  that  so  far  as  said  By 

is  concerned,  it  has  given  plenarr  power  to  the  Board  of  Publics 
.  r  •    K  |>,     I  to  dispose  of  the  real  estate,  and  the  book -store  on  the  most  adi 

J  1  ifilL,  ,'  t^eous  terms  possible. 

'.  J-'i^'Ej  Jl  •  In  view  of  all  the  facta  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Commi 

*    r  H^'  1'  '^  would  recommend  the  following  action  on  the  part  of  thisSp 


Resolved,  That  this  Synod  elect  a  commisaion  of  five  peraona  I 
ing  plenary  power  to  represent  and  to  act  for  it  on  all  questiima 
tainmg  to  the  Editorship-in-Chief  of  the  Messenger  during  the 
suing  year,  and  that  said  commission  shall  act  conjointly  with 
oommissions  appointed  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Syno 
the  Potomac,  whenever  the  Board  of  Publication  may  deem  it  n( 
sary  te  call  them  together. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  the  Boan 
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blicfttion  be  empowered,  and  so  far  as  this  Sjnod  is  concenied  ia 
reby  empowered,  to  diepoee  of  the  real  estate  dow  beld  \>j  it,  and 

0  of  the  book-store, — excepting  all  stereotyped  platea,  copy- rights 
i  periodicals — to  private  parties  or  companies,  on  the  most  advan- 
;eous  terms  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  M.  Titzel,  CAatrman. 
\  Special  Committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Revs.  Jobn  O. 
loaon,  L.  J.  Mayer,  John  H.  Sechler,  Elders  Jacob  G.  Brown  and 
uben  Reigner,  who  reported  a  double  set  of  nominees  for  the 
uired  commission.    The  President  appointed  Elders  W.  K.  Oreah 

1  Daniel  Troxel  as  tellere,  who  took  the  ballot,  counted  the  votes 
i  reported  that  the  following  peraoDB  were  elected  as  members  of 

commission  :  Revs.  D.  Van  Home,  D.D.,  B.  Bausman,  D  D.,  C. 
Weiaer,  D.D.,  Eiders  Charles  Santee,  Jacob  G.  Brown. 

REBOLimON   OF    SYMPATHY. 

\a  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  Publication,  ceforence  was 
de  to  the  afflictions  of  the  Editor  of  the  Meetenger,  whereupon 

following  resolution  of  sympathy  was  adopted: 
Whereas,  The  Rev.  P.  8.  Davis,  D.D.,  during  the  past  ten  years 

able  and  efficient  Editor  of  the  Meatenger,  has,  for  a  long  period 
time,  been  seriously  afflicted  by  sickness;  therefore, 
Hetolved,  That  Svnod  extends  to  him  its  tenderest  sympathy,  and 
nestly  prays  for  liia  speedy  restoration  to  health  and  strength. 

^n  accordance  with  instructions,  the  Stated  Gerk  had  printed 
)0  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod  in  the  English  and  1000  copies  in 

German  language,  and  distributed  them  among  the  several 
isses.  The  cost  of  printing  the  English  Minutes  was  $240.26,  or 
cents  per  copy,  and  the  German,  $154.31,  or  15}  cents  per  copy. 
rhe  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  published  the  necessary 
nber  of  copies  of  Minutes  of  Synod,  2800  in  the  English  and  600 
the  German  language — equal  to  the  number  of  copies  required 
the  several  claoses.and  the  number  needed  for  distribution  among 

Ministers  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Vf  r.  R  J.  Durban,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
ard  of  Publication. 

rbe  following  peraous  belonging  to  this  Synod  are  members  of  the 
ard  Mf  Publication :  George  W.  Hensel,  James  T.  Reber,  E.  J. 
rban. 
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ARTICLE  XX. 

CHlTHCn  OOTERNHENT. 

la  the  oonaideTation  of  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Claaaea,  under 


the  head  of  requests,  the  6th  and  7th  items  of  the  Report  wer< 
ferred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Wm.  H.  G 
J.  D.  Detrich  and  Elder  Jos.  Proctor.  The  Committee  preset 
the  followiDK  report  during  the  session  on  Mondajr  forenoon,  w! 
was  adopted. 

DITIBION   OP   EAST  SUSqUEBANNA   CLASSIS. 

Your  Comrnittee  to  whom  nas  referred  the  division  of  East 
quehanna  Clasiifl  would  reepectfully  report : 

We  have  taken  this  matter  into  coqbi deration  and  have  condi 
topropoee  the  following  action,  viz.; 

I.  itesolved.  That  Synod  authorizes  the  division  of  East  Sua 
hanna  Clasaia  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

II.  Betobied,  That  the  same  Claasis  be  permitted  at  said  mee 
to  define  its  own  topographical  boundaries  into  two  or  thn^  Clai 
as  it  may  deem  best,  and  that  auch  division  shall  take  effect  im 
diately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  annual  meeting. 

III.  Setolved,  That  Synod  authorizes  said  Ciassis  at  its  i 
annual  meeting,  to  dismiss  those  ministers  whose  charges  are  loo 
in  the  contemplated  new  Ciassis  or  Claeaes,  for  the  purpose  of  or| 
iziDg  the  new  Ciassis  or  Classes. 

IV.  Setolved,  That  Synod  authorizes  East  Susquehanna  Cla 
when  such  division  is  effected,  to  appoint  the  time  and  place  foi 
ganizing  the  new  Ciassis  or  Classes,  aa  well  as  the  person  or  pen 
who  shall  preside  at  the  forming  of  the  same. 

Respectfully  Bubmitted, 

Wh.  H.  Osoh,  Ckairmai 


The  8th  item  in  Report  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  under  the  hea 
requests,  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Rev 
H.  Dubbs.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  J.  W.  Mabry,  Elders  Rec 
Reigner  and  D.  Troxel. 

The  CiimmitteQ  presented  its  report  on  Monday  forenoon.  It 
read  and  adopted.  • 

BEPOBT  OK   CHURCH  UlttON. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  CL 
of  Bchnylkill  that  this  Synod  should  take  action  on  the  subjet 
Church  Vhum,  would  respectfully  submit  the  Allowing  repoM : 

With  reference  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  thus  commeo 
to  our  attention  there  can,  we  think,  be  no  difference  of  opin 
We  share  the  sentiments  of  the  Ciassis  of  Schuylkill  with  r^ai 
the  lamentable  weakness,  caused  by  the  present  divided  state  of 
church,  and  the  necessity  of  a  united  Christendom  in  view  of  the  g 
iesuee  in  which  we  are  mvolved.    In  taking  this  position,  we  arf 


pjing  the  ground,  whicli  has  been  held  by  the  Reformed  church 
im  the  bei^ning  of  its  Juatory.  It  has  always  been  favorable  to 
ion  iu  the  proper  eense  of  the  word.  We  do  not  forget  that 
ingli  wept,  when  another  great  reformer  refused  him  the  hand  of 
temal  rect^ition.  We  remember  that  it  was  a  King  of  Pruatiia, 
neraber  of  the  Reformed  Church,  who  founded  the  Evangelical 
tirch  Union,  which  now  includes  almost  the  whole  of  Protectant 
rmany.  We  also  call  to  tnind  the  several  efibrta,  which  have  been 
ide  by  the  church  ia  the  United  Btatea  to  induce  a  closer  union 
th  the  Reformed  churches  of  the  Fatherland,  aa  well  as  the  con- 
stions  and  conferences,  which  in  former  years  were  held  in  the 
pe  that  they  would  result  in  our  organic  union  with  that  branch 
the  Reformed  Church  of  this  country  with  which  we  are  historic- 
V  most  cloeely  allied. 

Ihe  fiict  that  our  church  has  historirally  proved  herself  favorable 
ihe  cause  of  church  union  will  hardly,  we  think,  be  called  in  quee- 
□ ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  our  efforts  in  this  dii*3Ction  have,  in 
» country,  failed  to  achieve  the  results  which  we  had  aoticipated, 
e  have  regretted  our  failure  in  this  respect,  for  we  have  often  felt 
rselves  too  weak  to  perform  unaided  the  tasks  which  seemed  to  be 
evidentially  committed  to  our  charge,  especially  in  the  way  of  pro- 
ling  fur  the  religious  wants  of  that  portion  of  the  great  German  and 
ise  immigration  to  which  we  are  ecclesiastically  related.  Left  to 
raelves,  we  have  struggled  onward  through  difficulties  and  trials, 
i  are  glad  to  know  that  of  late  years,  we  have  enjoyed  a  degree  of 
:emal  growth  and  advancement,  which  has  been  unexampled  in 
r  denominational  history.  It  will  therefore  be  understood  that  it 
30t  as  suppliants,  seeking  for  charity,  that  we  labor  to  advance  the 
ise  of  Christian  union. 

At  present  this  important  cause  is  receiving  the  special  attention 
many  Protestant  denominations.  It  has  been  saia  that  it  is  "  in 
I  air."  It  is  held  by  its  promoters  that  mady  of  the  difficulties  of 
mer  years  have  pa»ed  away ;  that  Christiana  have  become  more 
idyto  hold  to  the  cardinal  verities  of  the  faith  without  suffering 
nnselvea  to  be  distracted  by  the  minor  questions  which  formerly 
laed  dissensions  and  divisions  There  are  some  who  insist  that 
^  churches  should  become  united  in  a  grand  exl«rDal  organiiation, 
ic|)  would  leave  no  room  for  individual  denominations ;  there  are 
leit  who  hold,  that  the  times  are  not  yet  ripe  for  such  things,  and 
tt  it  would  be  better,  for  the  present,  at  least,  to  preserve  the  de- 
rDLoational  system,  and  to  labor  for  the  establishment  of  an  alli- 
iK.that  would  promote  tbecauseof  inter-denomiaational  courtesy, 
i  insure  the  cooperation  of  the  churches  in  every  good  work. 
&i  a  church,  we  need  hardly  reiterate  the  fact,  that  we  look  with 
'or  upon  the  present  renewed  efforts  to  brin|  us  into  closer  rela- 
Di  with  those  branches  of  the  church  to  which  we  are  most  inti- 
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matelf  related.  When  the  time  has  come  for  more  extended  ni 
Providence  will  no  doubt  ^ve  us  light  and  open  the  way.  In 
union  we  shall  always  maintain  and  preserve  the  fiuthofourchu 
and  take  delight  in  her  glorious  history. 

There  are  at  present  two  subjects  which  claim  our  attention 
preliminary  to  any  greater  movement,  for  which  it  is  poeeible 
various  denomiuatiuns  may  not  yet  be  fully  prepared. 

Firtt  A  closer  relation  with  toe  Reformed  Chi/rchea  of  the  FatI 
land  would  be  of  great  importance  in  the  work  of  mifieiona,  especii 
in  the  way  uf  enabling  us  to  bring  to  this  country  worthy  pastors 
the  multitude  of  immigrants,  and  of  directing  the  great  strean 
immigration  into  proper  channels. 

Sfcond-  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  in  consequence  of  the  pret 
lack  of  co-operation  in  the  work  of  domestic  and  foreign  miasii 
there  is  a  failure  to  achieve  the  highest  results.  In  western  vilb 
there  are  frequently  several  churches,  representing  different  branc 
of  the  Reformed  Church,  where  one  would  amply  meet  the  religi 
requirements  of  the  community.  The  confusion  which,  from  sim 
causes,  sometimes  exists  in  the  foreign  work,  is  so  well  known,  tha 
need  not  be  minutely  described.  It  is  also  true  that  in  some  instai 
different  branches  of  the  Reformed  Church  refuse  to  recognize  e 
other's  discipline,  thus  causing  disBensinn  where  there  ought  Ic 
peace  and  harmony.  In  view  of  these  things,  your  Committee  t 
leave  to  propose  the  following  action  : 

Retohed,  That  we  request  the  General  Synod  to  renew  and 
tend  its  efforts  to  establish  closer  I'elations  with  the  Reformed  J 
ance  of  Germany,  and  other  ecclesiastical  bodies  connected  with 
Church  on  the  Continent  of  Europe. 

Bewlved,  2d,  That  we  further  importune  the  General  Syno( 
take  such  measures  as  will  bring  us  into  more  intimate  connect 
with  the  other  Reformed  denominations  in  this  country,  so  that 
may  mutually  recognize  and  respect  each  other's  discipline,  and 
bor  harmoniously  in  the  work  of  foreign  and  domestic  missions, 
especially  to  take  favorable  action  on  any  communication  on 
suDJect,  that  may  be  addressed  by  the  Reformed  Church  in  Amei 
to  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  DUBBS,  CkairwoT 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MIBCELLAMEOITB. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  Sessions  the  President  appointed  Rev; 
B.  Stahr,  A.  R.  Thompson  and  Elder  Wm.  Mover  a  Committe 
hear  excuses  for  leave  of  absence.    The  Committee  reported  fi 
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time  to  time  the  applicatioiiB  made  by  members  of  Synod,  and  the 
requests  were  granted. 

BETHANY  ORPHANS*  HOME. 

The  Report  of  the  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  presented  to  Synod 
through  its  Committee  on  Overtures  and  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Thos.  J.  Hacker,  J.  W.  Mabry  and 
Elder  George  Hill. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home  is  as  follows,  to  wit, — 

Dear  Brethren  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  SicUes : 

TVe  herewith  present  to  you  a  concise  statement  of  the  workings, 
condition  and  needs  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. 

There  are  at  present  sixty-three  childr^en  in  the  Home,  thirty-six 
boys  and  twenty-seven  girls,  all  enjoying  good  health.  The  number 
of  en^ployees  is  seven,  viz.:  Superintendent,  matron,  two  female 
teachers,  farmer,  cook  and  seamstress.  These,  with  the  help  of  the 
children,  do  all  the  work. 

Our  school  session  opened  for  the  year,  Monday,  September  6th. 
With  the  exception  of  introducing  some  of  the  more  modem  methods 
of  instruction,  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  school.  The  children 
attend  school  three  fourths  of  the  day,  the  other  fourth  they  work. 
The  boys,  individually  or  in  sets,  attend  to  the  outside  work,  while 
the  ^Is,  arranged  into  four  divisions,  do  the  work  in  the  building. 

We  have  religious  services  in  the  chapel,  every  morning  in  the 
German  language,  in  the  evening  in  the  English,  and  on  Sunday  we 
have  church  and  Sunday-school. 

We  had  a  good  harvest  this  year  and  an  abundance  of  fruit. 
The  farm  is  well  stocked  and  contributes  much  towards  the  support 
and  comfort  of  the  orphans. 

We  are  well  supplied  with  bedding,  but  are  in  need  of  clothing 
for  the  children,  more  especially  boys'  clothing.  A  committee  of 
fifteen  ladies,  from  various  parts  of  the  church,  was  recently  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Managers,  who  will  make  quarterly  or  more 
frequent  visits  to  the  Home,  examine  its  workings,  inquire  into  its 
needs  and  report  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  through 
them  to  the  church,  so  that  hereafter  the  condition  of  the  Home  will  be 
more  intelligently  kept  before  the  people.  The  average  cost,  per  child, 
is  about  $100  a  year ;  this  includes  all  tlie  expenses  of  the  Home.  The 
capacity  of  the  Home  is  about  one  hundred  children  and  the  Board 
is  anxious  to  increase  the  present  number.  To  this  end  it  asks  the 
increased  interest  and  support  of  the  Synods.  We  have  at  present  a 
few  hundred  dollars  deot,  no  money  in  the  treasury,  ana  our  ex- 
penses will  be  increased  as  we  approach  winter. 

With  hearts  filled  with  gratitude  to  God  for  His  care  over  us  dur- 
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iug  the  past  year,  for  His  bountiful  harveete  aod  for  the  liberal 
tnbuUons  of  His  people  towards  our  support,  we  are. 
Fraternally  yours, 

TeoB.  M.  YuMDT,  SxtperinUnda 

The  special  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  subniittet 
following  report,  which  was  cxmsidered  item  by  item  and  adopU 

The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  bc^leave  to 
the  following  report : 

We  learn  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  tha 
Home  evidently  enjoys  the  blessing  and  favor  of  God,  as  realize 
abundant  harvests  from  the  farm,  the  excellent  health  of 
children,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  institution. 

There  were  in  the  Home,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  sixty-thre 
phans,  all  of  whom  attend  school,  and  take  part  in  the  work  in 
around  the  Home. 

The  building,  when  fully  occupied,  will  accommodate  one 
dred  orphans,  and  the  Board  is  anxious  to  increase  the  pri 
number. 

We  learn  with  pleaaure  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  fii 
ladies,  from  various  parts  of  the  church,  who  are  to  visit  the  B 
frequently,  because  tliiB  will  no  doubt  lead  to  a  greater  interest  ij 
institution. 

The  amount  of  S6500  will  be  needed  to  run  the  Home  wit 
present  number  of  orphans,  and  in  pi-oportion  to  the  measure  of 

Srt  by  the  church,  so  also  will  be  the  measure  of  usefulness  ol 
ome. 

We  respectfully  offer  the  following  for  adoption : 
Remlv&l,  That  the  Synod,  in  recognition  of  God's  favors, 
hearty  thanks  for  His  blessing  upon  this  home  of  the  fatherlesa. 
Reeolved,  That  we  commend   the  Home  to  the  prayers  and 
tinued  liberality  of  the  church. 

Reaolved,  That  Synod  earnestly  recommends  to  the  Classes, 
sistoriesand  Suuday-echools,  that  they  aid  our  Orphans'  Horn 
their  contributions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  J.  Hacker,  Chairma 

THE   FOUKDINO  OF  A  COLLEOE  AT  WICHITA,  KAKaAB- 

Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Superintendent  of  Missions  of  the  Stat 
Kansas,  addressed  t^ynwl  during  the  Friday  morning  sessioi 
the  propriety  of  the  Reformed  Church  founding  a  college  bei 
the  Mississippi,  on  the  conditions  embraced  m  the  follo' 
letter: 


Emporia,  Kansas,  Sept  30, 1886. 
To  Vu  Rev.  Stpwd  of  the  U.  S. ; 

Dkab  Bkethbbn  : — The  citizens  of  Wichita  have  now  made  a 
definite  offer  to  eatablieh  a  Reformed  Colle^^  in  their  city.  They 
will  give  ua  twenty  acres  of  land,  free  from  all  iDcumbraoces  for  a  col- 
lege campus,  raise  the  money  and  erect  a  college  building,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  costing  $25,000,  provided  we 
will  raise  $15,000  to  endow  the  PresideacT  of  the  college.  The 
Board  of  Tnuteea  is,  to  consist  of  fifteen  members,  of  whom  ten  must 
be  memben  of  the  Reformed  Cburch,  and  the  other  five  citizens  of 
Wichita.  The  time  for  the  acceptance  of  this  offer  is  limited  to  Octo- 
ber 23, 1886.  Wichita  will  enter  into  a  guaranteed  bond  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  their  part,  provided  our  Synods  will  accept  the  offer 
and  arrange  to  meet  our  part.  Three  thousand  dollars  of^the  above 
115,000  is  already  pledged.  Will  vour  Synod  agree  to  raise  $5,000, 
provided  the  Pitt«burgb  Synod  will  raise  $3,000  and  the  Synod  of 
Potomac  $4,000,  making  $12,000,  which  is  still  needed  to  secure 
this  Wichita  college  ?  Kansas  Clasaia  can  do  but  little,  because  it  is 
■  mission  field,  and  is  now  engaged  in  building  churches.  This  col- 
ic^ project  I  regard  ob  a  true  mission  enterprise-  The  Reformed 
Church  cannot  afford  to  let  this  offer  fail. 

Hoping  that  you  will  take  favorable  action  in  this  matter,  I  re- 
mun, 

Youn  in  the  Cause, 

D.  B.  Shhet, 
Sapt.  of  Missions  in  Kansas. 


The  Sth  item  in  the  Report  on  Overtures,  concerning  the  founding 
of  a  coll^  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee, 
coosisting  of  Revs.  Henry  Moeaer,  Wm.  H.  Groh  and  Elder  Wm. 
Moyer,  ^o  presented  the  following  qeport,  which  was  considered  item 
by  Item  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of 
Kev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Kansas,  and  his 
personal  statements  in  regard  to  the  founding  of  a  college  at  Wichita, 
•ould  respectfully  report, — 

That  it  recommends  that  the  letter  containing  the  plain  and  full 
facts  in  the  case  be  published  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod.  The  sub- 
ject of  the  communication  affords  us  great  pleasure,  Christianity  is 
M  educational  religion.  Its  extenaion  in  every  period  of  history  is 
chamcterized  by  the  establishment  of  schools  and  theological  semi- 
narifs.     Our  own  history  is  an  illustration. 

The  citizens  of  Wichita  make  us  an  unusual  offer.  Our  mission- 
ary efforts  in  Kansas  fruit  early  and  well.     We  bail  the  ofier  as  an 
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indication  of  Providence.  Henitation  in  ite  acceptance,  in  the 
mation  of  your  committee,  would  be  detrimental  to  ail  our  n 
beyond  the  Miwisgippi.  We  recommend  the  following  for  ai 
tion; 

Whereas,  The  citizens  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  offired,  for  the  ea 
liehment  of  a  Reformed  College  in  that  city,  twenty  acres  of  Ii 
cash  aubecriptioDB  of  (25,000  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  build 
stud  property  to  be  secured  to  the  Board  of  Trusteea  by  a  narrai 
deed,  the  proposed  institution  to  be  governed  by  a  board  of  tnu 
to  be  composed  of  fifteen  persons,  ten  of  whom  must  be  member 
the  Reformed  Church ;  and 

Whereat,  The^  aak  the  sum  of  $15,000  from  the  Reformed  Cbu 
in  the  East,  the  interest  of  which  shall  support  the  President  of  i 
institution,  and 

Whereas,  Five  thousand  dollars  of  said  amount  is  suggested  t 
reasonable  proportion  to  be  raised  by  this  Synod,  and 

Whereas,  The  time  of  acceptance  of  this  offer  is  limited  to  OcU 
23,  1886,  therefore, 

1.  R-iaotved,  That  we  accept  this  offer  and  pay  |5,000  to 
Board  of  Trustees,  whenever  it  shall  be  legally  constituted,  in  ti 
with  the  understanding  that  it  shall  be  invested  in  real  estate,  \ 
first  mortgage  security,  and  the  interest  of  said  amount  shall  be  i 
in  support  of  the  President  of  the  institution. 

2.  Aeeolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  be  directed  and 
powered  tu  effect  a  loan  of  such  amount,  unpledged  and  unpaic 
make  up  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  pay  the  sam 
a  leKally-appointed  person  or  persuos,  on  the  conditions  at 
stat^. 

3.  Sesolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  directed  to  ] 
Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  in  Kansas,  a 
tificate  to  the  efiect,  that  this  Synod  has  assumed  five  thousand 
lars,  and  that  arrangements  have  been  made  to  pay  the  samt 
April  1, 1887. 

4.  Sesolved,  That  an  opportunity  be  given  at  once  to  m 
pledges  for  this  cause. 

5.  Betolved,  That  the  pledges  be  made  available  no  later  t 
April  1,  1887. 

6.  Resolved,  That  Synod  appoint  one  man  in  each  Classis  to 
mediately  secure  the  minimum  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  forty 
lars  to  make  up  the  amount  assunted  by  this  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hbmrt  Mosses,  Chairma: 

During  the  consideration  of  the  aforesaid  report,  the  folio? 
voluntary  pledgee  were  given : 
P.  P.  Schafibr,  $50;   Rev.  A.  B.  Leinbach,  «1<K);  Shame 
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Viuan,  tlQO;  WeaU  Charge,  t50 ;  Delegates  of  West  Susquehan- 
na dwia,  t300 ;  J.  R.  Hilbueh,  for  Mahonoy  Char^,  ^25 ;  Church 
of  Ascension,  Norristown,  425 ;  Third  Street  Reformed  Church, 
Eaaton,  »200;  Schuylkill  Claaais,  $700;  Tohickon  ClasBis,  $500 ; 
aon'B  Reformed  Church,  Pottetown,  $26;  Trinity  Church,  Potts- 
U)WD,  150;  delegates  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  $400;  First 
Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  $100;  Farmersville  Charge,  $60; 
Second  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg,  $10;  Kreiderarille  Charge, 
$50;  Boyertown  Charge,  $50  ;  Oley  Chai^,  $40  ;  St.  John's  Re- 
fomied  Church,  Allentown,  $50 ;  delegates  of  Lebanoo  Classis,  $300 ; 
\ew  Holland  Charge,  $35 ;  Kev.  Joeiah  D.  Detricb,  $50.  The 
total  of  the  sum  pledged  is  $3160.00. 

Synod  being  informed  by  the  Superiutendent  of  Missions  in  Kan- 
eat  that  one  tboueand  dollars  would  be  given  by  a  person  or  persons 
whoee  names  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  mention,  which  was  to  be  placed 
to  the  credit  of  this  Synod's  promise,  the  President  of  Synod  appointed 
one  from  each  Clanis  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  secure  the  balance  of 
ifae  minimum  amount  of  this  Synod's  $5,000  promise,  namely,  $640. 
The  following  pe'rsons  constitute  that  committee,  namely :  Of  the 
Clawis  of  East  Penna.,  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem  ;  of  Lebanon,  Kev.  A.  J. 
Bach m an ;  of  Phila.,  Rev.  John  H.  Sechler ;  of  Lancaster,  Rev. 
John  M  Titzel,  D.D. ;  of  East  Susquehanna,  Rev.  Thos.  J.  Hacker ; 
of  West  SuHquehanna,  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Landis ;  of  Goshenhoppen, 
Rev.  L.J.Mayer;  of  Tohickon.  Rev.N.Z.Snyder;  ofLehigb.Rev. 
W.  J.  Peters ;  of  Schuylkill,  Rev.  H.  Moner. 


WOHEH  8  NATIONAI.  UTDUM  AB80CU.TI0M. 

Whereas,  The  Women's  National  Indian  Association  has,  through 
Mrs.  John  F.  Unger,  reouested  our  favorable  action  in  behalf  of 
the  interests  represented  oy  the  association,  and 

Whereat,  We  recognize  the  claims  of  the  Indians  to  our  interest 
and  sympathies  as  valid,  therefore, 

Iteioltxd,  That  Synod  requests  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales 
to  legislate  iii  favor  of  the  Indian  acquiring  permanent  individual 
tenure  of  land,  of  being  brought  under  our  civil  and  criminal  laws, 
■nd  of  securing  Uuitea  States  citizenship. 


CENTENNIAL  OF  PKAMKLIM    AND  BEHI  CENTENNIAI.  OF  MAB8HALL 
COLLEGE. 

The  11th  item  in  Report  on  Overtures  was  submitted  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  John  O.  Johnson,  J.  G.  Dengler  and 
ElderWilliaro  KelUer.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  presented 
during  the  morning  aemon  on  Tuesday,  considered  item  by  item 
and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit ; 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  of  the  AIu 
AsBOciatioti  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  would  respectf 
report: 

Resolved,  That  Synod  has  heard  with  great  gratification  that 
educational  inetitutions  at  Lancaster  are  in  a  very  prosperous  < 
dition,  both  in  internal  strength,  number  of  students  and  g 
order. 

Resolved,  That  Syuod  I^eartily  approves  of  the  celebration  of 
centennial  of  Fraoklin  and  the  Bemi-ceDtenntal  of  Marshall  Coll 
during  the  present  collegiate  year,  and  Joins  with  the  Alumoi  A 
ciaUoD  in  profound  gratitude  to  the  Head  of  the  Church  for 
manifold  blessing  bestowed  upon  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col] 
and  the  Theological  Seminary  connected  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  congre^tions  belonging  to  this  Synod  be 
quested  to  hold  a  epecial  service  during  the  current  year,  in  wl 
to  render  special  tbuniugivitig  to  God  for  the  prosperity  of 
educational  institutions,  and  to  present  the  claims  of  our  col 
and  seminary  to  the  hearty  love,  support  and  patronage  of 
Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  0,  Johnson,  CAatr»Hii 


On  the  14th  item,  in  Report  on  Overtures,  having  reference  i 
commuuication  from  the  Abilene  Board  of  Trade,  Kansas,  in 
gard  to  the  founding  of  an  educational  institution  in  that  city,  the 
lowing  action  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  Sjmod  thanks  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Abil 
Kansas,  for  the  generous  offer  made  to  this  body  in  reference  to 
founding  of  a  college  at  said  place,  but  inasmuch  as  Synod  hsf 
ready  entered  into  arrangements  with  Wichita,  Kansas,  in  founc 
a  college  at  the  last-named  place,  therefore  this  Synod  is  not  abl 
accept  the  offer. 

The  6th  item,  in  Report  on  Overtures,  was  referred  to  a  ape 
committee,  cousiating  of  Revs.  T.  J.  Hacker,  John  H.  Bechler 
Klder  A.  Mader,  who  reported   the  following  action,  which 
adopted : 

Your,  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  catalogues  of  Fran 
and  Marshall  and  of  Ursinua  CoU^,  would  report  that  they  L 
examined  the  same,  and  on  behalf  of  Synod  would  express  t 
gratification  at  the  progreffi  and  prosperity  of  the  above-nai 
institutions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  J.  Hackeb,  CAotrmoi 

The  1st  and  3d  items  in  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Clasees,  ut 
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the  bead  of  Requeeta,  were  reftrred  to  a  Bpecial  committee,  coI>ai8^ 
iog  of  RetB.  G.  W.  Roth,  H.  J.  Welker  and  Elder  laaiah  C.  Ger- 
hart,  who  Bubsequeotly  Bubmitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted: 

>our  Committee,  to  whom  wae  referred  the  overture  of  Pbila. 
(lueia  to  thb  Synod  to  establish  the  custom  of  annually  gatherioff 
uSeHngs  on  Betbrmation  Dar  in  aid  of  Theological  Education,  and 
the  overture  of  Laocaster  Clastia  to  requeat  the  General  Synod  to 
Kt  apart  the  third  Sunday  in  June  of  each  year  as  Children's  Day, 
would  recommend  the  following  action  for  adoption : 

REFOHHATION  DAY. 

Wherea*,  The  Synod  in  its  original  action  with  reference  to  a  Ref- 
ormation Hemorial  Day  recommended  that  special  collections  be 
lifW  on  that  day  iu  aid  of  the  cause  of  Theological  Education, 
therefore, 

Raolv^,  That  this  Synod  hereby  petition  the  General  Synod 
to  let  apart  Reformation  Day  as  a  day  on  which  special  offerings 
ihall  be  made  throughout  the  Church  in  aid  of  Theological  Edu- 
eatiou. 

cqildrbm's  day. 

Whereat,  The  Reformed  Church  has  always  given  a  prominent 
place  to  her  children,  and  laid  special  stress  on  their  early  Christian 
eda cation,  and 

Whereas,  There  seems  to  be  a  general  movement  in  the  Protestant 
Church  towards  a  special  Children's  Day,  and 

Whereat,  The  different  Synods  of  our  Church  have  heretofore  set 
apart  different  days  for  this  purpose,  and 

Wliereat,  The  spring  of  the  year  appears  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate season  for  such  service,  therefore, 

Setolved,  That  this  Bj^od  overtures  the  General  Synod  to  set 
apart  the  third  Sunday  in  June  aa  Children's  Day,  to  be  observed 
hj  the  whole  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  Roth,  Chairman. 
wohes'b  uibsionary  societies. 

The  following  action  was  adopted : 

Whereat,  The  Church  in  these  latter  days  has  come  to  appreciate 
highly  the  work  of  Christian  women  as  most  important,  especially 
b  the  cause  of  miaeione,  and 

Wh^eat,  We  have  lately  sent  forth  two  young  women  to  engage 
m  mission  work  in  Japan,  as  Christian  teachers,  who  will  need  ex- 
tensive financial  aid  in  founding  a  school  for  the  education  of  native 
girls  and  young  women,  therefore, 
6 


1-  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  Women's  Mission 
eties  be  organized  in  the  congregatione  and  various  Classes  thr 
out  our  l>0UDdB,  to  co-operate  nith  the  Home  aud  Foreign  B< 
bjr  stated  cootributiona  of  funds  lo  our  Miesion  Treasuries. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  favor  the  inauguration  of  a  system  b; ' 
Women's  Mission  Societies  mar  be  organized  in  congregatioof 
iliary  to  societies  to  be  formed  in  Classes  and  Synod — all  aus 
to  a  parent  Board  to  co-operate  with  our  Mission  Boards. 

REPORT  ON   BOOKS    PBEBBFTKD  TO  BYNOD. 

Several  items  in  Report  on  Overtures  were  referred  to  a  special 
mittee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dubbs,  Geo.  Hill  and 
Shuef,  who  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  whic 
adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  fi>r  examination  "C 
Recollections,"  presented  by  the  author.  Rev.  Theo.  Appel, 
and  copies  of -"A  Child's  Life  of  Christ,"  by  Rev.  C.  Z.  Vk 
D.D.,  *.'  The  Gospel  Call,"  by  the  late  Rev.  J.  K.  Millett,  and 
Lord's  Portion,"  by  the  late  Rev.  H.  Harbaugh,  D.D.,  the 
1a8^mentiDned  volumes  presented  to  Synod  by  their  publishe 
Daniel  Miller,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  would  respectfully  present  tl 
lowing  as  the  result  of  a  cursory  examination  of  these  vol 
"  College  Recollections  "  is,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  a 
of  a  high  order  of  literary  excellence.  As  a  sketch  of  one  • 
most  interesting  perioiis  in  the  history  of  the  Reformed  Churc 
of  permanent  value.  It  will  be  found  exceedingly  interestinj 
iU  circulation  will  accomplish  a  good  work  by  directing  the  atti 
of  our  ministers  aud  meraoeis  to  the  contemplation  of  an  earl' 
caUonal  history.  "A  Child's  Life  of  Christ,''  by  Rev.  C.  Z.  '^ 
D.D.,  as  its  title  indicates,  is  a  book  intended  primarily  for  tbi 
ones.  It  relates  the  profoundest  tacts,  in  childlike  language,  a 
do  not  doubt  that  its  readers,  of  every  age,  will  find  it  interestii 
instructive. 

"  The  G(^>el  Call "  is  a  (iollection  of  sermons  preached  by  tl 
Rev.  John  K.  Millett,  whose  accidental  death  in  the  prime 
usefulness  in  September,  1885,  awakened  our  profound  Hym{ 
Though  your  committee  has  not  been  able  to  give  to  these  se 
the  attention  which  they  deserve,  they  have*  no  hesitation 
cepting  the  mature  judgment  of  their  editor,  Rev.  C.  S.  Ger 
"  They  are  thoroughly  evangelical,  simple,  direct  and  easily 
prehended,  but  at  the  same  time  peculiar,  thoughtful,  and  have 

free  of  freshness  about  them  that  is  seldom  found."  "  The  1 
ortion,"  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Harbaugh,  has  been  well-knc 
the  church  since  its  original  publication  in  1859.  The  boc 
been  for  some  time  out  of  print,  and  it  is  therefore  with  pe 
pleasure  that  we  hail  the  appearanceof  a  new  edition. 


Yoar  committee  begs  leave  to  propose  the  following  action : 

1.  Revived,  That  oynod  rejoices  to  observe  the  rapid  increase 
four  church  literature  and  highly  appreciates  the  labors  of  its 
utbora. 

2.  Se«olced,  That  "  College  Recollections,"  "  Childs  Life  of 
brist,"  "  The  Gospel  Call "  and  the  "  Lord's  Portion  "  are  books 
hich  are  recommended  as  worthy  of  circulation  in  the  &milies  of 
le  Reformed  Church. 

3.  Heaolved.  That  the  copies  of  these  books,  which  have  been  pre- 
:uted  to  Synod,  be  deposited  for  preservation  in  the  library  of  the 
[istorical  Society  at  Lancaster. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  DuBBS,  Chairman. 

Rer.  Dr.  Theo.  Appel  precented  a  book  "on.  the  beginning  of  the 
heologicai  Beminary,"  which  was  received  and  the  following  reeo- 
itioD  was  adopted. 

JUsolved,  That  Synod  highly  appreciates  the  feithful  service  per- 
raed  by  Rev.  Dr.  Theo  Appel  in  the  preparation  of  his  publica- 
}n  entitled  "  The  Beginning  of  the  Theological  Seminary,"  and  re- 
inu  thanks  to  the  author  for  a  copy  of  this  interesting  work  and 
'Commends  it  for  general  circulation  in  the  church. 

REPORT  OK  MOMINATIOMB. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  had  the  following  papers  referred 
them,  viz.:  Communications  from  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
rustees  of  Synod  ;  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board 
TrusteesofFranklin  and  Marshall  College;  from  the  Stated  Clerk 
'  the  Potomac  Synod  ;  items  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Geological  SeiDinary;  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
oard  of  Publication,  and  also  a  resolution  adopted  by  Synod-  By 
eaiiB  of  these  referred  papers  the  committee  was  enabled  to  present 
I  Report  of  XomiiuAions  on  Monday  at  the  morning  session.  The 
port  was  adopted.  Instruction  was  given  to  have  a  sufficientnum- 
:r  of  tickets  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod,  The  election  was  made 
e  order  of  the  day  on  Tuesday,  at  8.30  a.m.  Elders  William 
oyer  and  Abram  Mader  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the 
illots  and  reported  the  results  of  the  election  to  the  President. 
The  members  elected  on  the  respective  Boards  will  be  found  noted 
each  case  in  its  appropriate  place. 

The  vacancies  occurriug  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and 
aishall  College  have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  John  C.  Hager, 
Eniel  W.  Gross  and  Hon.  John  Cessna. 

OH  THE  BCBJEOT  OF  TEHFERAHCE. 

It  was  resolved  that  Synod  reiterates  its  action  on  the  subject  of 
nperance,  as  expressed  in  the  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Pottstown. 
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Rev.  George  W.  Snyder  waa  appointed  by  the  PreeideDt  to  re 
such  attiBtance  to  the  reporters,  as  they  may  need,  hi  aid  them  ii 
taining  correct  accounte  of  the  proceedings  of  Synod. 

Od  Friday,  during  the  morningseseion.  Rev.  James  Morrow,  ] 
Secretary  of  the  Penna.  Bihle  Society,  was  invited  to  address  S; 
on  the  cause  which  he  repreeents.  Having  heard  hisa^dress.S; 
adopted  the  following  action : 

Hooked,  That  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  stateme: 
Dr.  Jamee  Morrow  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Society,  and 
Synod  heartily  commends  the  cause  of  the  Penna.  Bible  Sociei 
the  earnest  attention  and,  sa  far  as  possible,  to  the  co^perati( 
our  churches. 


ARTICLE  XXIL 

REanitPTION  AMD  CLOSE. 

On  notion,  the  following  reeolutious  were  adopted : 

Setolved,  That  Synod  hereby  tenders  its  sincere  thanks  to 
pastor,  members  and  Mends  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  Si 
gers  and  to  the  other  Reformed  Churches  of  this  city,  for  the 
erous  entertainment  furnished  its  members  during  its  aesaions, 
that  the  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  StnmgerB  be  requested  to 
this  action  from  the  pulpit 

Jtetolved,  That  Synod  returns  thanks  to  such  railroads  as  fumi 
reduced  rates  of  fare  to  its  delegates,  and  that  the  Stated  Clej 
hereby  instructed  to  communicate  the  same  to  the  officers  of 
said  railroads  for  the  privilege  granted. 

The  Synodical  Roll  was  theo  called  and  no  one  was  found  ab 
without  permission.  The  minutes  were  then  read  finally  and 
proved,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

ARTICLE  XXIIL  • 

ADJOnSHMEHT. 

It  was  resolved  that  when  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Chi 
of  the  United  States  adjourns  finally,  it  be  to  meet  in  aiuiual  bog 
in  the  First  Reformed  Church  at  Sunbury,  Pa.,  on  Wednes 
October  19, 1887,  at  7.30  p.m. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  oa  Tuesday  morning,  at  12  o'cl 
October  19tfa,  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles'  Creed,  uni 
ID  the  Lord's  Prayer,  singmg  a  doxology,  and  the  Apostolic  J 
edicUon  by  the  Preddeot. 

E.  V.  Gebhart,  iVendex 
ioBS  P.&tED!i,Slated  CU 
Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

JoHs  P.  &rKt»,  StaUd  Oerk. 
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APPENDIX. 


OHABTKH 

OF  THK 

OARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 

OF  THB 
QERHAN  REFOBMED  CHDRCH  IN  THE  IJinTED  STATES. 


To  all  to  wh^  these  prcwiits  Bhall  come,  greeting : 
Sdow  ye,  thVfor  the  purpose  let  forth  and  contained  in  this,  our 
t  of  MHociatioD,  we,  the  subscribed  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth 
PeuDsjIvania,  have  anociated  ourselves  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ming  a  corporation  and  bodj  politic  in  law,  for  the  objects,  and 
pilaBoDs,  and  conditions  following  to  wit : 

ArtieU  1.  That  Joseph  Heister,  St.,  Philip  Heitshu,  Jacob  Laucka, 
»rge  Small,  John  Hartman,  John  Evans,  Martin  Danoer,  Wil- 
Jh  WaKner,  Samuel  Waener,  George  Hoke,  George  King,  John 
Her,  William  D.  Gobrecht,  John  C.  Bacher,  John  B.  MiaTi,  John 
.  Gloninger,  William  Heyser  and  Luther  Reily,  and  their  suc- 
nora  duly  elected,  and  appointed  in  maoDer  hereinai^r  directed, 
.  and  they  are  hereby  declared,  made,  and  constituted  a  corpor- 
ioD  Bud  body,  corporate  and  politic  in  law  end  fact,  by  the  name, 
ilesud  title  of  "TheTrugteeti  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
:rniaD  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,"  at  present  located 
Vork,  in  the  County  of  York,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
Ivuiia,  and  by  the  same  name  and  title  shall  have  perpetual  suo- 
*ioii,  and  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  jtlead  and  be  impleaded,  in 
ij  court  of  law  or  elsewhere,  and  to  make,  have  and  use  a  com' 
on  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  deem 
oper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure, 
iQsluU]  be  capable  in  law  aod  equity  to  rec^ve,  take,  hold  and 
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pooseea  all  Unde,  teuementa,  goods,  chattels,  fiinda,  estates  and  pro 
ertf  of  whatever  kind,  nature  or  quality,  real,  pereonal  or  mixe 
which  heretofore,  in  any  manner  whatBoever,  have  been  give 
granted,  received,  procured,  or  held  by  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sal 
coDveyance,  assurance,  devise,  bequest  or  otherwise,  for  the  use 
the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  t 
United  States.  And  also,  that  the  said  corporations  and  their  bv 
cessors  shall  be  capable,  in  law  and  equity,  to  purchase,  receii 
take,  have,  hold  and  possess  all  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chatte 
funds,  estates,  and  property  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature,  or  qualil 
real,  personal,  or  mixed,  by  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  conveyan( 
assurance,  devise,  bequest  or  otherwise,  of  any  person  or  persoi 
bodies,  corporate  or  politic,  capable  of  making  the  same: — 

Provided,  The  said  estate,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  does  not  yie 
an  annual  income  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  ;  and  that  i 
misnomer  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant,  purchase,  bargaJ 
sale,  devise  or  bequest,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
the   person   or  persons,   bodies  politic  or  corporate,   making    t 

Article  2.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  at  any  time  cons 
of  more  than  eighteen  members,  all  of  wham  thall  he  uiymen,  wbei 
of  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  Unit 
States  mot/  annually  change  one  third  by  a  new  election,  at  su< 
time  as  said  Synod  shall  think  proper :  and  the  operation  afoi 
said  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  manage  aiWdispose  of  sa 
lands,  tenements,  goods,  chattels,  funds,  moneys,  and  other  estat 
whatsoever,  agreeably  to  the  intent  of  the  trust  committed  to  it 
respect  of  such  property ;  but,  in  case  when  special  instruction  f 
the  management  and  disposal  thereof  shall  be  given  by  said  Sync 
in  writing,  under  the  hand  of  their  Secretary,  it  Hhall  be  the  du 
of  said  corporation  to  act  according  to  such  instructions,  if  they 
not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonweali 
or  to  toeM  articles  of  association. 

Arliele  3.  That  six  members  of  the  said  corporation,  whereof  t 
President,  of  in  his  absence  the  Vice-President,  to  be  one.  shall  be 
sufficient  number  to  transact  the  businesB  thereof,  aud  to  make  h 
laws,  rules  and  regulations  and  to  supply  the  vacancies  of  memb< 
of  the  corporation  occurring  during  tne  recess  of  the  said  Synod : 

Provid«i,  that  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board  or  corpoi 
tion  for  such  purpose,  not  appointed  by  adjournment,  two  weel 
notice  shall  be  given  thereof  by  the  Secretary  or  Clerk  of  the  c* 
poration,  to  each  member  thereof,  and  the  said  corporation  sha 
and  may  as  often  as  they  shall  see  proiJer,  and  accordmg  to  the  ru! 
by  them  prescribed,  choose  out  of  their  number  a  President,  w 
shall  be  authorized  to  call  special  meetings  of  the  corooration, 
Vice-President,  a  Treasurer  and  a  Secretary,  and  such  other  office 
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)  afaall  by  them,  the  said  corporKtion,  be  deemed  neceMary ;  to 
hicb  officers  the  said  corporation  may  assiga  such  compeosation 
ir  their  services,  and  auch  duties  to  be  performed  by  them,  to  con- 
Due  in  office  for  such  time,  aod  to  be  succeeded  in  office  by  others, 
1  Buch  way  and  manner  as  the  said  corporation  shall  direct. 

Article  4.  That  thd  corporation  shall  keep  regular  and  fair  entries 
r  their  proceedings,  ana  a  iust  account  of  their  receipts  and  di»- 
Liraements  in  a  book  or  books  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  and 
lall  once  in  a  year  exhibit  to  the  said  synod  an  exact  statement  of 
le  accounts  and  fuuda  of  the  said  corporation. 

Artiele  5.  That  the  said  corporation,  and  their  succeasors,  shall  be 
id  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make,  ordain  and  es- 
iblisb  by-laws  and  ordinances,  and  do  everything  incident  and 
sedful  for  the  support  and  due  government  of  the  said  corporation, 
id  managing  the  funds  and  revenues  thereof,  provided,  the  said 
f-law8  be  not  repugnant  to  the  ordinances,  decrees,  sentences  or 
■solutions  of  the  said  Synod,  or  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
lb  Commonwealth,  or  to  these  articles  of  association. 

Ariieie  6.  That  the  Synod  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in 
le  United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  establish  such  profeaeor- 
lipsand  tutorehipe  in  literature,  science  and  theology  in  thesaid  Sem- 
lary.  as  they  shall  judge  expedient,  and  shall  elect  the  Professors 
id  TutoTB  thereof,  appoint  their  salaries,  prescribe  their  duties, 
id  remove  them  from  their  offices,  when  in  their  judgment  the  in- 
:reets  of  said  Seminary  shall  require. 

AriicU  7.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  endow  a  scholar- 
lip  in  the  said  Seminary,  of  a  religious  denomination  other  than 
le  said  German  Reformed  Church,  the  interest  of  such  scholarship 
tall  be  always  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  necessitous  student 
'  the  said  Seminary  of  such  other  denomination,  provided  any 
ich  student  make  application. 

Artiele  8.  That  the  Professors  and  Tutors  of  the  said  Seminary 
lall  constitute  a  faculty,  who  shall  administer  the  internal  govern- 
ent  of  the  Seminary  agreeably  to  a  plan  which  the  said  Synod 
lall  approve  and  authorize,  and  may  from  time  to  time  alter  and 

Article  9.  That  the  Synod  aforesaid  shall  appoint  a  Board  of 
isiton,  consisting  of  twelve  persons,  of  whom  one-half  may  be 
langed  annually,  by  a  new  election,  and  of  whom  four  shall  oe  a 
lorum.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Board  of  Visitors  to 
ispect  the  internal  state  and  government  of  the  said  Seminary, 
srforming  therein  only  such  specific  duties  as  said  Synod  shall  pro- 
iribe,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  said  Synod  at 
ated  annual  meetings;  and  the  said  Board  of  Visitors  shall  have 
Dwer  to  dismiss  or  expel  such  offending  students  of  the  said  Sem- 
lary  as  the  faculty  shall  judge  worthy  of  such  punishment,  and  to 


restore  to  their  former  standing  k^j  of  said  students  who  may 
pear  to  them  to  hare  been  unjustlj  suspended.  And  in  case  ot 
removal  of  a  Professor  or  llutor  of  tae  said  Seminary  by  de 
rengnatioD  or  otherwise,  the  said  Board  of  Visitors  shall  I 
power  to  supply  the  vacancy  till  the  next  meetiiig  of  the  said  Syi 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  meet  annually  at  the  time  and  p 
which  mar  be  appointed)  for  the  public  examination  of  the 
dents  in  the  aforesaid  Seminary,  and  aa  often  as  their  Preeiden 
a  majority  of  them  may  think  proper.  They  may  choose  ou 
their  number  a  President,  Secretary,  and  other  officen  as  oflei 
they  shall  deem  expedient ;  and  may,  under  the  control  of  the  i 
Synod,  adopt  such  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  their  goV' 
ment,  aa  shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
United  States,  or  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  Commonwei 
or  to  the  articles  of  this  association. 

Article  10-  That  no  non-user  or  disuser  of  any  of  the  po^ 
granted  in  and  by  this  act,  shall  incur  a  forfeiture  thereof. 


Jahss  R.  Retlt. 
George  Shall. 


William  Wagner. 
Frbdikamd  L.  Spakglek. 


I  do  hereby  certify  that  I  have  perused  and  examined  the 
ceding  instrument  and  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  objects,  arti 
and  conditions  therein  set  forth  and  contained  are  lawJul. 

S.  BouoLAB,  AUy.  OtJ 

June  18, 1830. 

We,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealt 
Pennsylvania,  do  certify  that  at  a  Supreme  Court  held  at  Lac 
ter  for  the  Lancaster  District,  we  perused  and  examined  the  al 
instrument,  and  concur  with  the  Attorney  General  that  the 
jects,  articles  and  conditions  therein  set  forth  and  cont^ed, 
lawflil. 

Witness  our  hand  at  lAncaster,  the  second  day  of  June,  A 
Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one. 


John  B.  Gibson. 
Morton  0.  Rogers. 


John  Kennedy. 
Charles  Huston. 


John  Robs. 


pEPER  Wilt.  P.  A.  Shall.  Joseph  K,  Spanqli 

Danl.  Habthan.  Jacob  Lowhabter.  Jacob  G.  Zartuan 

Danl.  Shall.  Wh.  P.  Fisher.         George  Shall. 

Cbristlan  Roth.  Sahl.  Spanolkb.      Daniel  May. 

Wh.  Hpanoler.  Georoe  Spangles.  Zachariah  Spangi 

George  Mimick.  Jacob  Spangler.      John  Evans. 

Johannes  Leber.  Sauubl  Wagner. 


I,  S&muel  A.  Hustoo,  Protbonotaiy  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
ktmiDOaweath  of  PeDOSjlvania  for  the  Lancaster  Diatrict,  do  eer- 
ily that  the  above  Charter  of  Incorporation  was  presented  to  the 
uetice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  said  Commonwealth,  and  duly  al- 
>wed  hy  them  in  open  Court.  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  here- 
Dto  set  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  of  Lancaster,  the 
econd  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini,  one  tbousaad  eight  hundred 
nd  tbirtyniDe,  for 

Sakl.  a.  Hustoh, 
Prothy.  of  Sup.  Court  of  Lancaster  District 

H.  G.  LoHO. 

Penntylvania  8S. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Common- 
realth  of  Pennsylvania, 

Geo.  Wolf,  Governor  of  the  said  Common  wealth, 

'o  SaMUEI^  MgKeAH,  EsQVtBE, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Sends  greetings: — 

Whereas,  it  has  bpen  duly  certified  to  me  by  Samuel  Douglas, 
^uire,  Attorney-General  of  the  said  Commonwealth ;  and  by 
ohn  B.  Gibson,  Esquire,  Chief  Justice  ;  Molton  C.  Rogera,  Charles 
loustoD,  John  Roes  and  John  Kennedy,  Asso'ciate  Justices  of  the 
lOpreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  that  they  have  respectively  pe- 
Qsed  and  examined  the  act  or  instrument  for  the  incorporation  of 
The  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German  Re- 
armed Church  in  the  United  States,"  and  tnat  they  concur  in  the 
pinion  that  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein  set  forth 
nd  contained,  are  lawful. 
Now  know  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
embly,  pawed  the  sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
'housand  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety-one,  entitled  "  An  Act  to 
onfer  on  Associations  of  the  Citizens  of  this  Commonwealth,  the 
lowers  and  iiurauQities  of  Corporations  or  bodies  politic  in  law," 
have  herewith  transmitted  the  said  act  or  instrument  of  incorpor- 
ition  unto  you,  the  said  Samuel  McKean,  Esquire,  hereby  requir- 
□g  you  to  enroll  the  same  at  the  expense  of  the  applicants,  to  the 
Dtent,  that  according  to  the  objects,  articles  and  conditions  therein 
et  forth  and  contained,  the  parties  may  become  and  be  a  cor- 
wration  and  body  politic  in  law,  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance 
>T  the  name,  style  and  title  in  the  said  instrument  provided  and  de- 
Given  onder  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  at  Harris- 
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burg,  this  Eighth  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  ThouB 
Eight  Hundred  and  Tbirty-Oue,  and  of  the  Commoo wealth 
fifty-fifth. 

By  the  Governor, 

Qeobge  Wolf 
Samuel  McKeam, 

Sec'y.  Com'th. 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Conunon  Plea 
the  County  of  Lancaster. 

The  petition  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  SemiuaTy  of 
Reformed  (German)  Church  iu  the  United  States 

Respectfully  represents : — 

That  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  of  the  Creneral  A^aembly,  pas 
the  6th  of  April,  A,  D.  1791,  entitled  "  an  act  to  confer  on  cert 
Afsociations  of  the  citizens  of  this  Common  wealth  the  power  i 
immunities  of  incorporation  or  bodies  politic  in  law,"  the  Attorn 
General  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Just 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  said  Commonwealth  respectively  i 
tified  that  the  act  or  instrument  of  the  incorporation  of  the  Ti 
tees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German  Reformed  Cbu 
in  the  United  States  was  lawful,  whereupon  the  Governor  of  e 
Commonwealth,  on  the  eighth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1831,  transmit 
the  said  act  or  instniment  of  incorporation  unto  the  Secretari 
the  Commonwealth,  requiring  bim  to  enroll  the  same,  and  by  vir 
thereof  your  petitioners  were  created  a  corporation  or  body  poll 
according  to  the  article  and  conditions  set  forth  in  a  certain  inst 
ment  of  writing,  presented  and  approved  as  aforesaid  :  That 
said  corporation  is  situated  in  the  city  of  Lancaster ;  that  by 
third  article  in  the  said  instrument  of  writing,  it  Is  provided  t 
six  members  of  the  said  corporation,  whereof  the  President,  oi 
his  absence,  the  Vice-President  to  be  one,  shall  be  a  sufficient  ni 
her  to  transact  the  business  thereof,  and  to  make  by-laws,  rules  i 
regulations ;  that  at  a  meeting  of  said  corporation,  held  on  the  i 
ond  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1880,  and  in  pursuance  to  two  weeks'  [ 
vious  notice  given  by  the  Secretary  or  clerlts  of  the  corporatiou 
each  member  thereof,  as  directed  by  the  third  article  in  the  inst 


ment  of  writing,  six  members  of  the  said  cornoration  being  pfes« 
one  of  whom  being  the  President,  the  following  improveme 
amendment  or  alteration  of  the  articles  and  conditions  of   th 


one  of  whom   being  the  President, 
amendment  or  alteration  of  the  artii 
charter  was  proposed,  adapted  and  ordered  by  the  i 
of  all  present,  viz. : 

"  Beaotved,  That  the  articles  and  conditions  of  the  Charter  of 
Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  German  Reforn 
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burcb  iu  the',UDited  States  ehall  be  improved,  ameoded  ur  altered 
I  fallows,  viz. :  That  the  word  '  German '  be  omitted   id  tbe  name 

title,  so  as  to  make  the  corporate  name  '  The  Trueteea  of  the  The- 
ogical  Seminiuy  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales;' 
so  that  tbe  words  '  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,'  in  Article  1, 
'  the  Charter,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  words  '  Twenty  thousand 
ollars '  substituted  therefor." 

Tbe  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  the  Court  to  peruse  and  examine 
le  said  instrument,  and  if  the  improvements,  alterations  and 
nendments  set  forth  are  and  will  be  lawful  and  beneficial,  to  make 
ich  order  with  regard  to  the  same  as  is  directed  by  the  Act  of  As- 
mbl^  in  such  case  made  and  provided  :  and  if  no  sufficient  reason 
(shown  to  the  contrary,  to  decree  that  the  said  improvemeDts,  al- 
rations  and  amendments  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  part 
'  the  instrument  upon  which  said  corporation  was  founded  ana  es- 
blisbed,  to  all  intents  and  porposes,  as  if  the  same  bad  been  orig- 
lally  made  part  thereof,  and  they  will  ever,  etc. 

D.  W.  GRoea,  Pretident, 

Edwabu  J.  Zabh,  Bee.  See. 

AITCASTER  ClTY,  Fa.  : 

Edward  J.  Zabm,  being  duly  sworn,  says  that  D.  W.  Gross, 
hose  name  is  signed  to  the  following  petition,  is  the  President,  and 
lis  deponent  is  the  Secretary,  of  tbe  Truatees  of  the  Theological 
(ininary  of  the  German  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States; 
id  that  the  names  signed  to  said  petition  are  respectively  in  tbe 
icd-writing  of  the  said  D.  W.  Gross  and  this  deponent ;  that  the 
iprovements,  alterations  and  amendments  contained  in  the  instru- 
ent  of  writing  in  said  petition  mentioned,  were  proposed  and 
lopted  as  is  therein  set  forth,  and  that  the  said  J).  W.  Gross  and 
lis  deponent,  as  President  and  Secretary  aforesaid,  were  directed 
r  said  corporation  to  sign  tbe  said  petition  on  behalf  of  the  said 
irporation. 

worn  and  subscribed  this  14tb  Day  ") 
■  December,  A.  D.  1880,  before 

J.  H.  Babb,  AldermcM.  } 

And  now,  January  17,  1881,  the  following  amendments  having 
Ben  presented  in  open  Court,  pro|>erly  certified  as  the  law  directs, 
>getlier  with  the  proof  of  publication  of  the  notice  of  theapplica- 
00  therefor  three  weeks  in  the  Lancaster  Bar,  The  Lancaster  Ex- 
miner  and  the  LamxuUr  Intelligencer,  three  newspaper?  published 
>  tbe  city  of  Lancaster,  and  the  same  having  been  examined  by 
)e  Judges  of  tbe  Court  and  found  to  be  in  proper  form  and  within 
le  purpose  pamed  in  the  first  class,  specified  in  tbe  second  section 


Edward  J.  Zabu. 


92 

of  the  Act  of  AaBembl;^  of  the  29tli  da;  of  April,  A.  D.  1874,  < 
titled,  An  act  to  provide  for  the  Incorporation  and  regulation 
certain  Corporations,  and  appearing  lawful  and  not  iojunoas  to  1 
community,  it  is  hereby  ordered  and  decreed  that  the  said  amei 
meats  to  the  Charter  are  approved,  and  upon  the  recording  of  I 
same  and  this  order,  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  b 
part  of  the  Charter  of  the  said  Corporation. 

Attest :  E.  M.  Millkb,  Prothonotary 
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Min.  of 
Synod. 
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On«  Hundred  and  Forty-First  Atmual  Seaaiotit. 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  tU  S^od  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  VniUd  f,t(Ues,  amve>ieil 
in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Sunbury,  Pa.,  in  ike  month  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  ov,r  Lord  one  ihoueand  eight  hundred  and 
eigkty-tevefn.  The  sfseumt  continued  from  the  evening  of  the  nine- 
teenth to  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  the  month  indutivr.. 


ARTICLE  I. 
Synod  convened,  according  to  adjourDmeDt,  in  the  First  Reforiueii 
Church  of  SuDbury,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  October  19,  A.  D.  1887. 
at  7.30  P.  M.  The  session  was  opened  with  divine  service  and  ihc 
aernion  vaa  preached  by  the  President  of  Synod,  Rev.  E.  V. 
Gerhftrt,D.D.,LL.D.,from  the  textrettorded  in  St. Matthew  4:  19. 
"  And  he  said.  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men." 

ARTICLE  II. 


L—CUueit  of  Eaet  Penna. 
Minitten:  T.   O.  Stem,  Isaac  K.  Locs,  D.D.,  J.  £.  Freeman. 
Geo.  W.  Kershner,  M.  A.  Smith. 

£lderB :  John  Teel,  Charles  Wagner,  Abraham  Landis,  Georgo 
SilviuB,  John  Gemmel. 

IL     Oauis  of  Lebanon. 
Minitter$ :  Jonathan  E.  Biest«r,  D.D.,  George  B.  Reeser,  Samuel 
A.  Leinbach,  F.  W.  Kreraer,  D-D. 

£lden :  Samuel  Klopp,'  Ephraim  B.  Shuey. 

in.     Clams  of  Philadelphia. 
Minietert :  John  H.  Sechler,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  J.  B.  Shumaker. 
D.D.,  Silas  P.  Manger,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.D. 

Elden:  Hiram  C.  Hoover,  John  W.  Bickel,  K.  M.  Housekeeper, 
L  C.  Gerhart,'  Philip  Williaid. 

IV.     Chutit  of  Lanetuter. 
Jfittu<«r« ;  E.    V.    Gerhart,  D.D. ,    D.    W.    Gerhard,  Stephen 
Sweitier*,  John  M.  Souder. 
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Elders :  Geof^  W.  Henael,  Jerome  Z.  Gerhard'  M.  D.,  Sai 
L    Dellinger. 

V.      Clastu  of  East  Susquehanna. 
Minitlen:  Rud.  Duenger,  D.D.,  George  P.  Hartzell,  Tbomu 
Hacker. 
Eldert :  John  K.  Haae,  Charles  C.  Leader,  A.  S.  FisheH. 

VI.     Claagit  of  Wett  Sutqaehanna. 
Minwlert :  8.  P.  Brown,  W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Thomas  8.  Land. 
Elders:  C.  M.  Bower.  Ewj..  J.  H  Willis',  William  Moyer. 

VII     Clams  of  Qo»henhof^«n. 
Mmiilers:  S  M.  K.  Huber',  Eli  Keller,  D.D. 
•Elders :  D.  B.  Mauger,  Nathan  Zern. 

VIII.     Classis  of  Tohichm. 
Minwters :  8.  K.  Gro^B. 
Elders :  M.  D.  Allhouse,  H.  C.  Cresaman,  William  B.  Fluck. 

IX.     Classis  of  Lehigh. 
Minitlers:  William  M.  Reily,  Ph.D. 

Eldert :  WiUon  K.  Peters,  James  F.  Hunsicker,  Lewis 
Hecker. 

X.  CTowM  of  SchuylkilL 

Mnislert:  W.  D.  Donat,  B.  Bausman,'  D.D.,  J.  W,  Steinm 
Rufiia  W.  Miller. 

Eldert :  Charles  W.  Reed,  John  Jacobs',  James  T.  Reber',  B 
Marburger. 

XI.  Clatsis  of  Wsominff. 
MinUten:  John  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  P.  C.  Yost,  A.  HoutK. 
Eldert :  8.  L.  Klapp',  W.  B.  Moyer. 

Advisory  Members. 

ClassiB  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Rev.  H.  K.  Hinckley. 

Classis  of  Lebanon,  Revs.  Thomas  M.  Yundt,  J.  C.  Bucher,  D 

ClaEsie  of  Lancaster,  Revs.  J.  W.  Meminger,  John  8.  Suhr, 
D.,  A.  C.  Whitmer  and  D-  B.  Schneder. 

Claeeis  of  Philadelphia,  Revs.  George  H.  Johnston,  Charles 
Fiiher. 

ClaMiB  of  East  Susquehanna,  Revs.  W.  G.  Engle,  W.  B.  Sand 
O.  B.  Dechant,  A.  R.  Hottenstein. 


Clnasia  of  West  Susquehanna,  Revu.  William  A.  Haas,  William 
M.  Landia,  J.  F.  DeLong,  T.  R.  Deitz,  L.  D.  Steckel. 

CluKis  of  Lehigh,  liev.  Thomas  N.  Reber. 

Claaaifl  of  Schuylkill,  Reva.  A.  R.  Bnrtholemew  aod  C-  S. 
Herhard 

CUssia  of  Wyoming,  Reva,  George  S.  Sorber,  J.  8.  Wagner. 

Zions  Claeaifl,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D. 

Maryland  Cla^si^,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev.  E,  R,  Deatrick. 

Carlisle  Classie,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev,  S.  L.  Meyer. 

Heidelberg  Clawia,  Central  Synod,  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller. 

From  the  Empire  of  Japan,  Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring. 
Other  ChuTfha. 

Rev.  D.  D.Welia,  Lutheran  Church,  Shamokin  ;  Rev.  C.  Schindel, 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Mt.  Carmel;  Rev-  G.  Paiaen, 
Lutheran  Cliurch,  Sunbury;  Rev.  0.  A.  Koscr,  Lutheran  Church, 
Xorthumberland  ;  Rev.  A.  Brj-die,  of  Presbyterian  Church,  Sun- 
buiy :  Rev.  A.  C.  Felker,  Lutheran  Church,  Sunbury ;  Rev.  8.  G. 
ShantoD,  of  the   Lutheran  Church,  Sunbury,  Pa. 

'Enrolled  Thunda;.     *  Eorolled  Friday.    ■  Exctued  after  Salurdaj. 
ARTICLE  in. 

ELECTION   OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D  D..  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  waa  elected 
President. 

Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller,  of  Reading,  waa  chosen  Corresponding 
SfcreUry. 

Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  of  MillerHville,  ia  Stated  Clerk. 

Elder  John  Meily,  of  Lebanon,  was  re-elected  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

8UI.ES  OF  ORDER. 

The  mlesof  order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  The  bar  of  the 
hnuie  waa  defined  to  extend  to  the  ninth  row  of  aeata,  from  the 
chancel. 

The  aeeaion  houra  adopted  were  from  9  a.  m.  to  11. SO  a.  m.,  and 
from  2  p.  ».  to  4.30  p.  m. 


ARTICLE  V. 


STANDING   ( 

Tbe  President  aanounced  the  followiug  Standiiig  Committees 

1.  On  Minutes  of  General  Synod,  ■■  Reva  John  A.  Peters,  D.D 
M.  Souder,  S.  P.  Brown  ;  Elders  John  Gemmel  and  D.  M.  Altht 

2.  On  Minutes  of  District  Sj/nod.—RtwB.  W.  D.  Donat,  Will 
M.  Reilf ,  Ph.  D.,  J.  E.  Freemaii ;  Elders  J.  K.  Haas  and  Kal 
Zern. 

3.  Overiuret. — Revs.  John  H.  Seohler,  George  B  Reaaer, 
Houtz;  Elders  John  W.  Bickel  and  George  Silvius. 

4.  Religious  Services.  -  Revs.  J.  Calvin  Leiubach,  George 
Hartzel)  and  Elder  Charles  C.  Leader. 

5.  On  Minnies  of  Classes, — Revs,  D,  W,  Gerhard,  Thoniai 
Land,  8.  P.  Mauger ;  Elders  C.  M.  Bower,  and  George  W.  Hei 

6.  On  JExaminalion,  Licensure  and  Ordination  — Revs.  B.  Bi 
man,  D.D.,  Joha  H.  Sechler,  Thomas  g.  Laud  ;  Elders  C.  M.  Bo 
and  John  Jacobs. 

7.  On  Slate  of  the  CAurcA.— Revs.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  E. 
Gerhart,  D.D.,  T.  O.  Stem ;  Elders  E.  B  Shuey  and  Ph 
Williard. 

8.  On  Theologieal  Seminary.— Revs.  William  H.  H.  Snyder 
K.  Loos,  D.D.,  8.  P,  Mauger ;  Elders  H.  C.  Cressman  and 
Marburger. 

9.  On  MissionB  —Revs.  Henry  T.  Spangler,  Eli  Keller,  D.D. 
W.  Steinmetz ;  Elders  H.  C.  Hoover  and  John  Teel. 

10.  On  Finance.— Bevs.  J.  E.  Hieater,  D.D.,  Thomas  J.  Had 
J.  W.  Souder ;  Eldera  D.  B.  Mauger  and  Wilson  K.  Peters. 

U.  On  Nominations. — Revs.  F  C.  Yost,  S  A- licinbach.  Rev 
Bausman,  D.D. ;  Elders  William  Moyer  and  W.  B.  Moyer. 

12.  On  Pitfi/ieoKon.— Revs.  Eli  Keller,  D.D,,  T.  J.  Hacker 
B.  Shumaker,D.D.,  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D.,T.  O.  Stem  ;  Elders  H 
Hoover,  Charles  W.  Reed  and  C.  M.  Bower. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

COHMUNICATIOHB. 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Leban 
Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehau 
Gosbenhoppen,  Tobickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Wyoming  w 


received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Claaws,  except  the  reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Sutis- 
tical  Tables,  which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  ou  these 
Bubjecta. 

2.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of 
VisitoiB  of  the  Theological  Seminary  and  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Education  were  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Theological  Seminary. 

3.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  accompanied 
with  the  Treasurer's  Report  was  received.  The  former  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee 
t>n  Finance. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

0.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Annual 
^^wrt  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  were  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Missions. 

6-  Several  other  communications  were  received  and  handed  over 
to  the  Committee  on  Overtures. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

MIMtrrlB  OF   QEKEKAL  BTMOD. 

The  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  of  Akron  for  the  year  1887, 
Were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  General 
Synod.  The  Committee  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was 
F^^ived  and  adopted.    The  report  as  adopted  is  as  follows  : 

Vour  committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  would 
'eport  the  following  items  of  business  as  claiming  the  attention  of 
this  Synod,  to  wit : 

Jlfm  1.  Paget  8  and9.  General  Synod  amends  the  Rules  ol 
Order  and  enjoins  subordinate  judicatories  to  revise  their  former 
action  on  this  subject  accordingly,  to  wit : 

a)  Rule  7,  is  so  modified  as  to  read  "A quorum  to  transact  busi- 
ness m  any  judicatory  of  the  Church  shall  consist  of  the  number 
of  members  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  " 

b)  Rule  26,  is  so  amended  as  to  erase  "  unless  by  unanimous 
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"  and  to  insert  in  its  place  the  words  "  unless  by  consei 
the  body. " 
e)  Rule  37,  is  erased  from  the  Rules  of  Order. 

d)  Rule  G5,  is  amended  to  read  that  "  a  judicatory  may  make  i 
elections  by  acclamation  as  do  not  conflict  with  any  existing  h 

e)  Rule  69,  is  amended  by  inserting  "  any  member  "  in  the  [ 
of  "  five  members.  " 

Item  2.  Paget  23,  33  and  49.  The  request  of  this  Synod  " 
General  Synod  renew  and  extend  its  efforts  to  eetabliah  cloeer  : 
tions  with  the  Reformed  Alliimce  of  Germany  and  other  eccle 
tical  bodies  connected  with  our  Church  on  the  continent  of  Eurc 
was  complied  with  by  instructing  its  Corresponding  Secretar 
communicate  to  the  Reformed  Alliance  of  Germany,  at  ite  me« 
in  the  Province  of  Lippe  in  August,  1887,  the  fraternal  greetin) 
the  General  Synod,  and  by  appointing  the  Rev.  Frederick  For« 
as  a  delegate  to  represent  our  Church,  at  the  said  meeting  of 
Alliance  ;  and  furthermore  by  the  election  of  24  delegates  to 
Alliance  of  Reformed  Churches  to  be  held  in  London  in  1888. 

Item  3-  Pages  23,  38,  42  and  47.  The  request  of  this  Syno< 
take  such  measures  as  will  bring  us  into  more  intimate  con 
don  with  the  other  Reformed  denominations  of  this  country, 
complied  with,  by  continuing  the  correspondence  with  the  o 
Reformed  denominationa  through  delegates  elected,  and  particul 
by  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  of  Conference,  to  meet  a  sin 
committee  from  the  Reformed  Church,  in  America,  looking  tov 
on  organic  union  with  the  said  denomination. 

Item  4.  Pages  23  and  154.  The  petition  of  this  Synod  to  act  a 
Reformation  day,  for  lifting  apeclal  offerings  in  aid  of  theolo^ 
education,  was  complied  with  by  recommending  the  third  8ur 
in  January,  or  any  other  day,  the  Churches  may  adopt  for 
purpose. 

Item  5.  Pages  23  and  97.  The  overture  of  this  Synod,  in  re) 
to  setting  apart  a  Children's  Day,  to  be  observed  by  the  n 
Church  was  complied  with  by  naming  the  second  Sunday  in  J' 
and  the  second  Sunday  in  September,  for  that  purpose.  And 
requesting  pastors  and  congregations,  through  their  respec 
classes,  to  observe  one  or  the  other  of  these  days  according  to  t 
preference. 
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Item  6.  Page  69.  General  Synod  eameetly  commends  "  the  eacred 
rauseofHome  Missions  to  the  District  Synods  and  their  boards.  " 

Item  7.  Page  70.  General  Synod  calk  the  attention  of  District 
Synods,  (a)  To  that  part  of  the  constitution  requiring  District 
Synods  to  confine  their  missionary  operations  to  their  own  territory, 
and,  (6)  requests  that  the  missions  now  operatt.'d  by  the  District 
Synods  beyond  their  own  bounds  be  transferred  as  soon  as  practic- 
able to  General  Synod's  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

item  8.  Paga  70  and  71,  General  l^ynod  requests  "  the  District 
Synods  to  carry  forward  their  Home  Missionary  work,  in  such  a 
manner,  as  to  open  the  way  for  the  unification  of  our  Home  -Mis- 
eionary  operations  under  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod  at  the 
*arliesl  practicable  date.  " 

Item  9.  J'age  71.  General  Synod  recommends  the  organization  of 
Women's  Missionary  Societies  by  the  District  Synods. 

Item  10.  Page  83.  General  Synod  recommends  the  cause  of  For- 
eiti>  Missions,  and  requests  increased  contributations  to  said  cause. 

Item  U.  Pages  S9and  90.  General  Synod  commends  the  Orphans' 
Homes  of  the  Church,  to  the  liberality  of  our  people. 

Item  12.  Page  90.  The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and 
Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church,  is  commended  to  the  District 
Synods  with  the  request  that  a  collection  be  taken  for  the  use  of 
(aid  Society  in  the  month  of  September. 

lUm  13.  Page  95.  District  Synods  are  requested  to  take  such 
action,  as  will  enable  the  General  Sunday  School  Board  to  issue  for 
the  use  of  the  whole  church,  an  Instructor  for  teachers.  Lemon 
Helps  for  schools,  and  Sunday  School  Fapera,  in  the  English  and 
Oennan  Languages. 

Iteml\.  i^ye  149.  General  Bynod  declares  "the  Directory  of 
Worship  to  be  constitutionally  adopted  as  the  Directory  of  Worship 
in  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States.  " 

Item  15.  Page  163-  General  Synod  makes  the  following  appor- 
tionment on  this  Synod  to  wit : 

ForContingent  Expenses $1064.42 

For  Bohetiiia  Church  aid 342.09 

For  Harbor  Missions 836  33 

ToUl 82242.84 
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Item  16.  i^a  167.  General  Synod  earnestly  calls  upon  Di 
Synods  to  unite  with  her  in  zealous  and  pereiBteDt  Chriftian  e 
looking  toward  the  speedy  exteriDination  of  the  great  ev 
intemperance. 

Item  17.  Fage  169.  The  next  triennial  sessions  of  the  Ge 
Synod  will  be  held  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Lebi 
Pennsylvania,  May  28,  A.  D.,  1890,  at  7.30  P.  h. 

Item  18.  Page  li~.  General  Synod  enjoins  that  all  persons, 
ing  no  valid  certificate  of  Church  membership,  applytuj 
admission  into  the  Church,  shall  be  strictly  examined  as  to 
moral  and  spiritual  qualifications  before  they  are  admitted  bj 
spiritual  council,  and  that  their  reception  be  formally  accompli 
by  the  pastor,  in  the  presence  either  of  the  congregation  or  the  bj 
ual  council  A  suitable  formula  is  to  be  prepared,  for  the  receptii 
persons  to  Church  membership  by  re -profession,  and  that  this  i 
be  hereafter  uniformly  used  on  such  occasions,  (See  MlnuU 
General  Synod,  Page  157). 

Item  19.  Page  143-  General  Synod  earnestly  enjoins  pastois 
members  of  the  Church,  to  remember  in  their  public  and  pri 
prayers,  all  literary  and  theological  institutiona,  but  especially  I 
of  our  own  communion,  imploring  the  Holy  Spirit  so  to  influ 
their  teachers  and  students,  as  to  promote  true  knowledge  and 
cause  of  Christ  in  general. 

Reaolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  be  calle 
the  action  contained  in  the  two  foregoing  resolutions. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

JoBM  A.  TetEBS,  Chairma 

Fur  the  result  of  the  action  of  Bynod  on  the  Items,  6,  7,  8,  i 
see  Article  XIV.  Missions ;  on  items  11, 12, 16  see  Article  S 
Miscellaneous ;  on  item  15  see  Article  XV.  Finance.  The  rem 
ing  items  were  adopted. 

DISTRICT  SYNOD. 

The  Minutes  of  Bynod  of  last  year's  Annual  Sessions  held  in"^ 
Philadelphia,  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee,  on  Mio 
of  District  Synod.  The  Committee  submitted  their  report,  w 
was  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report  as  ado 
reads  as  follows : 


Your  Committee  on  MiDutes  of  Synod  b^  leave  to  report  the 
following  items: 

Hem  1.  Page  29.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  directed  to  have  the 
charter  of  the  Theological  Seminary  printed  in  the  Minutes  of 
Synod. 

Item  2.  Page  29.  ApporUonmbnt  among  the  Clasaee  for  the  in- 
ereaae  of  Dr.  Cast's  talary. 

/(em  3.  Page  29,  The  Stated  Clerk  waaauthorized  to  communicate 
the  action  of  Synod  to  the  Board  of  Trueteea  of  the  Theological 
Seminary, 

Item  4.  Page  29.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  was 
re<]ueated  to  pay  the  above  increase. 

lltm  5.  Page  29.  Report  of  Committee  on  Endowment  of  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Item  6.  Page  53.  Missionary  services  ordered  to  be  held  at  the 
present  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  7.  Page  53.  Appropriation  to  the  Church  of  the  Strangers, 
Weat  Philadelphia. 

Item  8.  Page  70.  Commissioners  appointed  to  act  conjointly  with 
Commission  from  other  Synods,  in  reference  to  the  Editorship  in- 
Chief  of  the  Met*rnger. 

Item  9.  Page  71.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  authorized  to  have  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  Synod  published. 

Item  10  Page  72.  Synod  authorized  the  division  of  East  Susque- 
hanna Claasis. 

Item  11.  Page  78.  Action  of  Synod  in  reference  to  Wichita 
College. 

Item  12.  Page  78.  The  Stated  Clerk,  directed  to  give  Rev.  D  B. 
^huey  a  certiBcate.  That  Synod  assumed  <5000  toward  the  support 
of  Wichita  College. 

Item  13.  Page  79.  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  secure 
the  balance  of  Synod's  obligation  toward  Wichita  College. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  D.  DoNAT,  OiaiTTitan. 

Items  1, 2,  3, 4,  9,  10, 12  were  reported  as  having  been  attended 
^-  Fur  the  action  on  item  5,  see  Article  XIIL  on  Theoli^cal 
^minary;on  item  6,  see  Article  IX.  on  Religious  Services.    On 


item    7,  see  Article    XIV.  on  Mimioos ;  on  item    8,  no  t 
taken  ;  on  items  II  and  13  eee  Article  XXL  on  Miscellaneous. 

ARTICLE   Vni. 

0VERTUBE8. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  the  following  re 
wbich  was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  adopted.  The  report 
follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs  leave  to  ofier  the  folic 
Items: 

lUm  1.  Communication  from  Rev.  Frank  Wetzel,  Presi 
asking  aid  for  the  College  of  Northern  Illinois,  together  witti 
.allies  of  the  college. 

Item  2.  Report  of  Rev.  D.  B.  Shue^,  President  of  the  Boai 
Wichita  University,  together  with  a  printed  appeal. 

lUm  3.  A  communication  from  Board  of  Home  Missions, ' 
turing  Synod  to  require  its  members  to  attend  the  sessions  o 
Board  a  sufficient  time  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Item  4.  Proposition  from  Daniel  Miller,  of  Reading,  tout 
Reformed  Church  Publication  interests. 

Item  5.  Communication  from  Pittsbui^h  Synod  : 

a)  Action  on  Publication  interests. 

6)  Action  concerning  editing  Sunday-school  papers  and  L 
papers. 

c)  Action  concerning  Home  Missionary  work  in  response  to 
eral  Synod's  request,  and  overture  to  this  Synod. 

d)  Action  nominating  P.  S.  Hay  for  vacancy  in  Board  of  ' 
tees  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Item  6.  Communication  from  Potomac  Synod: 

a)  Action  on  Publication  interests. 

b)  Nominations: 

[1]  For  Board  of  Visitors  of  Theological  Seminary,  Revs.  I 
faaeh,  Bowman  and  Santee. 

[2]  For  Board  of  Trustees  of  Seminary,  names  omitted. 

c)  Action  concerning  Sunday-school  literature. 

7(em  7.  Commuuioation  fromCentral  Synod  regarding  Foi 
MiBuona. 


Sen  8,  Copy  of  "  Origin  of  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,"  by 
Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.D.,  presented  by  Daniel  Miller. 

Item  9   Catal<^ue  of  Ureinus  College. 

Item  10.  Withdrawal  of  proposition  by  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher. 

Item  11.  Report  of  Superinteadent  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home. 
Respectfully  sabmitted. 

John  H.  Secbler,  Outimum. 

For  the  action  on  items  1 ,  2,  8,  9, 1 1 ,  see  Article  XXI. ;  on  Mis- 
cellaneous Subjects,  on  items  3,  5,  sub-item  e,  and  7,  see  Article 
XIV.;  on  Missions,  on  items  4,  5,  sub-items  a  and  b.  6,  sub-items 
a  and  b,  and  item  10,  see  Article  XIX.  on  Publication ;  on  sub- 
item  i/in  item  5,  and  1st  and  2d  sub-items  in  item  6,  see  Article 
XIIL  on  Theological  Seminary. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

BEUGIOUB  BBBVICEa. 

The  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious  eer- 
rices.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services  reported 
from  time  to  time  the  Order  of  Services,  designating  the  persons 
who  were  to  fill  the  appointments.     The  report  was  finally  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  begs  leave  to  report  as 
follows : 

Thwtday — 7.30  pm.  Sermon  by  Rev.  George  H.  Johnston. 
Altar  service.  Revs.  Dr.  J.  A.  Peters  and  J.  W.  Steinmetz- 

Pnday — 7.30  P-M.  Preparatory  Service  with  Confirmation.  Ser- 
mon by  Rev.  W-  H.  H.  Snyder.  Altar  service,  Revs.  T.  S.  Land 
and  R.  W.  Miller. 

Saturday — 7.30  P.M.  Discussion  of  Sunday-school  and  FracCJcal 
Church-work  topics.  Altar  service.  Revs.  J.  E.  Freeman  and  Dr. 
I.  K.  Loos.     Speakers,  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller,  et  al. 

Suttday — 10.30  A.M.  Sacrament  of  the  Altar.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
Dr.  B.  fiausman.  Altar  service,  Revs.  S.  A.  Leinbach  and  C.  8. 
Oerhard. 

Svnday — 3.00  P.M.  Sunday-school  Service.  Addresses,  Revs. 
R.  W.  Miller,  C.  S.  Gerhard.  A."  D.  Gring  and  Elder  William 
Moyer. 
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Sitnday — 7.30  P.M.     Home  MUsionsr;  Service.     Addresses, 
D.  H.  Leader  et  aL 

Monday  — 7.20  p.m.     Foreign  MiaaioDaiy  Services.    Addi 
Reva.  John  H.  Sechler,  A.  D.  Gring  and  D.  B.  Schneder. 

Presbyterian   Church,  Sunbury,  Pa. — Sunday,  10-30   a.m., 
W.  H.  H.  Snyder;  7.00  p.m.,  Kev.  Dr.  John  A  Peters. 

Lutheran  CAurcA— Sunday,  1030  a.m.,  Kev.  George  W.  K< 
ner;  7.00  p.M  ,  Rev.  Rufus  W.  Miller. 

MeUwdwt  Ckvrch  —Sunday,  1030  a.m.,  Rev.  Dr.  F.  W-  Kn 
7.00  P.M.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler. 

Bapliet  C'AurcA- Sunday.  10^30  a.m..  Rev.  Dr.  R  V.  Gei 
7  00  P.M.,  Rev.  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer. 

Lutheran    Church,   Northumberland — Sunday,   10.30   A.M., 
A  Houtz;  7-00  p.m.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Souder. 

Sunbury  Penitentiary — Sunday,  3.30  P.M.,  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  Rl 

Salem  Rejtyrmed  Church,  Harriiburg,  Pa. — Sunday,  10-30 
Rev.  Dr.  I.  K.  Looa. 

Respectfully  suhmitted. 

J.  Galvis  Leinbach,  Chairnv 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTQ  OF  CLASSEe. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  il 
port  during  the  session  of  Friday  afternoon,  which  was  dispoi 
item  by  item  and  finally  adopted.     The  report  reads  as  follows 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  0(J  HtNtTTES  OP  CLASSES. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Uniied  Stales. 
Your  Committee  on  Minutee  of  Synod  bc^  leave  to  ofle 
following  items  for  consideration : 

I.  Irregularities. 

1.  East  Susquehanna  Claasis  reports  minutes  ante-dating 
meeUng  of  Synod  of  1886. 

2.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  append  a  schedule  of  i 
to  its  minutes. 

3.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  'fails  to  give  the  day  and  men 
the  installation  of  Rev.  L.  D.  Sleckel  at  Mifflinburg,  Pa.,  p.  -' 
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4.  The  schedule  attached  to  minutes  of  Lehigh  Claesis  is  not 
wmplete.    The  ordination  of  John  M-  Keealer  is  not  given. 

5.  Schuylkill  Clasaia  fails  to  give  the  opening  and  the  closing  of 
its  daily  Beaaione. 

6.  Schuylkill  Claasis  fails  to  give  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  ordination  of  Licentiate  Rufus  W.  Miller,  p.  13. 

7.  Schuylkill  Claaais  fails  to  give  the  County  for  the  next  annual 
■neetiag,  p.  40. 

S.  Wyoming  Clasais  feils,  to  attach  the  seal  to  iu  minutes. 

II.  Requests,  Bjifereneea,  &e. 

1.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  reiterates  ils  request  to  have  the 
privilege  of  using  $400  of  its  apportionment  of  Home  Missions  for 
misHODs  in  its  own  bounds,  p.  12. 

2.  West  Susquehanaa  Claasis  requests  Synod  to  provide  in  the 
buildings  about  to  be  erected  in  connection  with  our  Institution  at 
LaneaBter,  Pa.,  a  safe  or  vault  for  the  deposit  and  safe- preservation 
oftbe  official  records  and  other  papers  of  the  Classes  and  Synods  of 
the  Church,  p.  31. 

III.  Appeals  and  Complaintt. 

I-  Rev.  G.  B.  Dechant  gives   notice  that   he  will  complain  or 
appeal  to  Synod  from   the  decision  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis 
io  reiiising  to  dismiss  him  to  Wyoming  Classis,  p.  101. 
IV.  Suhjedt  Referred  to  Claitee. 

All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  in  matters  referred  to  them 
by  Synod  with  the  following  exception : 

1.  Lebanon  Clasais  respectfully  declines  to  accept  Synod's  assess- 
ment for  repairing  Seminary  property  at  Lancaster,  Pa.  p.  19. 

V.  iMxnmre,  Ordination,  Reception,  DismtMion. 
1-  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  licensed  Samuel  H.  Phillipe ;  or- 
dained George  B.  Smith,  Wilson  F.  More  and  John  O.  Lindaman ; 
i^ceived  Rev.  C.  W.  Levan  from  Philadelphia  Classis ;  erased  the 
name  of  Rev.  C.  A.  Rittenhouse  from  the  roll. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  received  Licentiate  James  B.  May  from  Phila- 
delphia Clasais,  Licentiate  Oscar  P.  Steckel  from  Lancaster  Classic, 
^v.  Aaron  H.  Leiss  from  Zion's  Claaais,  Synod  of  the  North-Weat ; 
''itniisBed  Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler  to  Clawis  of  Schuylkill. 
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3.  Philadelphia  Claeeis  licensed  James  6.  May,  John  A.  M 
Silas  L.  Mesaiuger ;  ordained  J.  W.  Meminger ;  received 
J.  B.  Shumaker,  I>.D.,  from  h^ncaslet  Claesls,  and  Rev.  i 
Bridenbaugh  from  East  Susquehanna  Classia ;  dismissed  Rev 
C.  Hendrickson  to  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  North,  Rev. . 
O.  Johnson  to  Maryland  Classia,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and 
J.  W  Meniinger  and  Rev.  S.  F.  Laury  to  Lancaster  Cla 
Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert  to  Miami  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  Licen 
John  Van  Haagen,  D.D.,  to  Sheboygan  Classis,  Synod  of  the  K 
West,  Licentiate  J.  B.  May  to  Lebanon  Classis,  TJcentiate  S.  L. 
singer  to  Carlisle  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

4.  I^aocaster  Classis  licensed  Robert  O'Boyle,  Richard  F.  < 
Oscar  P.  Steckel,  Richard  Franz,  Conrad  Scbiedt,  Max  C 
Puhl ;  received  Rev.  A.  Carl  Whitmer  from  West  Susqueh 
Classis,  Rev.  James  W.  Meminger  and  Rev.  Silas  F.  Laury 
Philadelphia  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder  to  West 
quehanna  Classis,  Rev,  A.  6.  StauSer  to  East  Susquehanna  CI 
Licentiate  R  O'Boyle  to  Somerset  Classis.  Synod  of  Pittsbu 
R.  F.  Gasa  to  Clarion  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  Oscar  P.St> 
to  Lebanon  Classis,  and  Max  0.  A.  Puhl  to  German  Philade! 
Classis,  Synod  of  the  East. 

6.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  S.  Wagner 
Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  Rev-  A.  S.  Stauffer 
I^ancaster  Classis,  Rev.  T.  Derr  from  Wyoming  Classis ;  dism 
Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh  to  Philadelphia  Classis,  and  dismissec 
following  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Classis  of  Wyon 
Revs.  A.  Hftuti,  T.  Derr,  F.  K.  Levan,  S.  0.  Meckel,  S.  Si 
Kbhler,  A.  M.  Masonheimer,  C.  H,  Mutchler,  J.  H.  Hunsbe 
F.  C.  Yost,  J  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  George  S  So 
L.  C.  Edmonds  and  J.  8.  Wagner ;  dismissed  Rev.  J.  B.  Keisi 
to  Wyoming  Classis. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Si 
from  Lancaster  Classis ;  dismissed  Rev.  A.  Carl  Whitmer  to 
caster  Classis. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  dismissed  Licentiate  James  S.  Frei 
to  Allegheny  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsbui^h. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  ordained  Licentiate  M.  H.  Mill;  reo 
Licentiate  H.  A.  Bomberger  from  Philadelphia  Clateis. 
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9.  Lehigh  Classis  licenBed  Oliver  P.  Schelhammer;  received  Rev. 
Henry  D.  Kurtz  from  the  Worcester  CeDtral  Asaociation  of  the 
CoDgregational  Church ;  dismissed  Rev.  John  M.  Eessler  to  St. 
Joeeph's  ClasBis,  Synod  ef  Ohio,  Licentiate  Oliver  P.  Schelhammer 
to  Zion's  Olaseis,  Synod  of  the  Fotomaa 

10.  SchuylliiU  Claseis  ordained  Licentiate  Rufua  W.  Miller;  re- 
ceived Rev.  M.  H.  Mishler  from  Lebanon  Claesis ;  dismiesed  Revi 
P.  Y.  Shelly  to  the  South  Florida  Prfflbytery. 

11.  Wyoming  Classis  dismissed  Rev.  T.  Derr  to  East  Susque- 
tianna  Classis. 

VI-  Mi»ixllane<m». 
t.  Zwingli  Congregation  of  Harrieburg,  Pa.,  dismissed  by  Lan- 
caster Classis  to  the  German  Philadelphia  Classis,  German  Synod 
of  the  East.    P.  5. 

2.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  was  divided  into  tno  parts  as  fol- 
lows :  East  Susquehanna  Classis  to  consist  of  all  that  part  of  the 
present  classical  territory  in  Northumberland  and  Columbia  Coun- 
ties lying  south  and  east  of  the  North  Branch,  including  the  whole 
ofthe  Nnmidia  Charge,  together  with  the  classical  territory  already 
embraced  in  Schuylkill  and  Dauphin  Counties,  including  the  fol- 
lowing charges :  Catawissa,  Numidia,  Ringtown,  Ashland,  Shamo- 
kio,  Bunbury,  Mahanoy,  Line  Mount,  Deep  Creek,  Uniontowu,  Mil- 
Jersburg  and  Berrysburg.  The  new  Classis  of  Wyoming  consists 
of  the  remainder  of  the  old  classical  territory  not  mentioned  in  the 
ihove,  including  the  following  charges:  Danville,  Bloomshui^, 
Orangeville,  Milton,  Paradise,  Mt.  Zion,  Plymouth,  Wilkeabarre, 
Freelaud,  Overton,  Weatherly,  Conyngham,  Wapwallopen  and 
Christ  Church,  New  York.     P.  55. 

3.  Wyoming  Classis  was  organized  in  St  John's  Reformed 
Church,  Shamokin,  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  June  29,  a.  D. 
18S7,  at  10  o'clock  P.M.  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  by  appointment  of  East 
Susquehanna  Claseia,  was  in  the  chiur.    P.  2. 

VII.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 
I.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed 
Church,  Bath,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  Friday,  May  25th,  1888, 
at  7.80  o'clock  p.m.    President,  Rev.  J.  E.  Froeman ;  Stated  Clerk, 
Rev.  T.  0.  8t«m. 
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2.  Lebanon  ClaBsie  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Churcfa, 
ville,  Lebanon  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Wh 
day,  1888,  a(  7.30  o'clock  p.m.  Rev.  Henry  J.  Welter,  Prea 
Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Chur 
Pleasantville,  Bucka  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thareday  after  ' 
Sunday,  May  24,  1888,  at  8  o'clock  p.m.  Rev.  E.  D.  We 
Preaident ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  LBDcaBt«r  Classis  will  meet  in  the  8econd  Reformed  CI 
Harrisbui^,  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  ev 
after  Whitsunday,  May  24,  1888,  at  7..'iO  p.m.  Rev.  Jol 
Stein,  President ;  Rev.  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk. 

6.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Simon's  (U 
Church,  Gratztown,  Dauphin  County,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday 
Whitsunday,  May  28,  a.d.  1888,  at  8  o'clock  P.M.  Rev.  K  ] 
ger,  D.D.,  President;  Rev.  J.  C.  Leinbach,  Stated  Qerk. 

ti.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Refc 
Church,  Boalsburg,  Centre  County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wedn 
of  May,  1888,  at  7.30  o'clock  p.m.  Rev.  Z-  A.  Yearick,  Preai 
Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk. 

7.  Goshenhoppeu  Classis  will  meet  in  Eeeler's  Reformed  Ch 
Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  on  Friday  before  Ascension  Day, 
at  2  o'clock  F.M.  Rev.  L.  E.  Evans,  Presideut;  Rev.  L.  J.  M 
Stated  Clerk. 

8.  Tohickon  ClasBia  will  meet  in  St  John's  Reformed  Ch 
Lansdale,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  Friday  after  Ascensiou 
May  11, 1888,  at  7M  p.m.  Rev.  S.  K.  Gross,  President;  Re 
Z.  Snyder,  Stated  Clerk. 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Albi 
Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  June,  a.d.  18f 
10  o'clock  A.M.  Rev.  E.  J.  F»^l,  President;  Rev.  N.  S.  S 
burger,  D.D,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  will  meet  in  St  John's  Reformed  Ch 
Reading,  Pu.,  on  first  Monday  after  Trinity  Sunday,  May  28, 1 
at  7.45  P.M.  Bev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  D.D.,  President,  and  Rev.  J.  J 
Reber,  Stated  Clerk. 

11.  Wyoming  Classis  will  meet  in  IHnity  Belbnned  Chi 
Bloomsburg,  Columbia  County,  Pa.,  May  Slat,  1888,  at  7.45  o'l 


P.M     Rev.  F.  K.  Levan,  PresideDt,  and  Rev.  S.  Sidney  Kohler, 
Stated  Clerk.  Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  W.  Gerhard,  Clwirman. 

I.  The  several  items  reported  as  Irregularities  were  adopted.  II. 
Bequests  and  References.  The  Ist  and  2d  items  were  adapted  and 
the  latter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College.  III.  Appeals  and  Complaints — On  1st  item  see 
-^icle  XVIL  on  Complaint.  IV.  Subjects  Referred — Ist  item  was 
adopted,  and  Lebanon  Classis  was  requested  to  re-consider  its  actJoD 
Iq  refusing  to  assume  the  apportionment  made  upon  it  for  repairing 
the  property  of  the  Theoli^cal  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.  V.  Ex- 
nmination.  Licensure  and  Ordination — All  the  items  under  this  head 
nere  adopted.  VI.  Miscellaneous — All  the  items  under  this  liead 
were  adopted.  VII.  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting — All  the  items 
were  adopted, 

ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  UCIH8URE  AND  OBDINATIOTT, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordina- 
tion sabmitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination 
would  respectfully  report  that  do  application  for  Examination  has 
been  received,  and  that  no  other  business  was  inferred  to  this  Com- 
mittee. Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  Bausuah,  Chairman. 

ARTICLE  XIL 

BELIOION  AND   MORALS. 

The  following  Report  on  the  State  of  the  Church  was  received 
«d  adopted.    It  reads  as  follows : 
To  the  Spwd  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Untied  SUUea. 

Dear  Brethren  tn  the  Lord :  Through  the  wisdom  and  grace  of 
God,  our  beloved  Synod  is  again  convened  in  annual  seesion. 
Again  we  are  called  upon  to  exclaim,  as  did  God's  ancient  Israel : 
"Hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped  us." 

Id  carefully  scanning  Qod's  doings,  aa  traced  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  diKrent  Classes,  we  are  gratefully  impresned  with  His  wonder 


All  goodness  and  mercy.  The  ranks  of  our  mioistry  have  h< 
sparingly  invaded.  The  health  of  our  congregations  has  ] 
never  been  better.  Yet  ahepherds  and  people  have  fallen.  T 
those  who  have  fallen,  God  speaks  in  loud  and  solemn  toses 
living. 

The  year  just  closed  was  one  of  much  and  earnest  toil. 
servants  preached  faithfully  His  everlasting  and  unchaugii 
pel, — the  only  agency  that  can  prove  the  power  of  God  unto 
tion.  As  God's  shepherds,  they  have  fed  with  conscientioi 
and  diligence  both  the  lambs  and  the  sheep.  The  children 
covenant  have  received  its  sign  and  seal,  that  thus  "  planted 
house  of  the  Lord,  they  might  flourish  in  the  courts  of  our 
Carefiil  Christian  nurture  in  the  family  and  in  the  Sunday-8< 
being  earnestly  and  constantly  enjoined.  The  Sunday-«cho- 
nursery  of  the  church,  is  being  more  heartily  appreciated  i 
rolls  on,  and  as  this  blessed  institution  is  becoming  more 
and  better  adapted  to  meet  the  great  purpose  it  is  desig 
serve. 

(f.  Pastoral  catechization  has  been  prosecuted  wilh  undim 
real  and  confidence,  and  large  numbers  of  our  baptized  yt 
well  as  many  others,  were  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Christ 
pastors  generally  speak  of  a  large  attendance  on  the  regular 
of  grace,  and  of  precious  results  from  the  preaching  of  the 
Pastoral  work,  visiting  from  house  to  house,  has  been  largely 
of  God  for  good.  The  Holy  Communion  is  being  more  am 
appreciated  as  the  people  increase  in  Christian  knowledge  an< 
and  hente  our  communion  seasons  are  looked  forward  to  wit 
increasing  interest,  and  partaken  of  with  greater  appreciatii 
spiritual  benefit.  They  are,  indeed,  spiritual  oases  in  this  ' 
wilderness. 

The  growing  liie  and  activity  of  the  Church  are  apparent 
the  division  of  lai^e  charges,  the  organization  of  new  congrej 
the  erection  of  churches,  as  also  in  the  renovating  and  in 
ment  of  churches.  We  see  also  the  expansion  and  developn 
church  life  in  the  multiplication  of  missionary  and  other  bem 
associations  and  a  constantly  growing  zeal  on  behalf  of  ( 
kingdom  both  in  the  home  and  foreign  field.  This  interest 
foreign  field  is  greatly  stimulated  by  the  evident  and,  we  nu 
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wonderiiil  success  of  our  missionaries  in  Japan.  Truly  "  the  I^ord 
hath  done  great  things  for  us  whereof  we  are  glad."  Well  ■  may 
the  Church  feel  encouraged  not  only  to  continue  the  work  so  aus- 
piciously begun  in  that  interesting  country,  but  to  greatly  enlarge 
and  strengthen  it  by  sending  out  additional  missionaries  and  fur- 
nishing more  ample  facilities  to  carry  it  forward  with  ever-growing 
success. 

In  our  church  work,  and  as  an  especially  beautiful  expression  of 
the  loving  spirit  of  Christianity,  we  refer  with  peculiar  pleasure  to 
what  the  Church  is  doing  for  Christ's  orphans, — His  destitute  and 
helpless  lambs.  In  our  Orphan  Home  the  lambs  are  fed  in  a  dou- 
ble sense,  in  the  care  bestowed  upon  both  body  and  soul.  May  the 
Father  of  the  fatherless  continue  to  bless  the  home  of  the  orphans  I 

There  is  manifest  a  growing  consciousness  in  the  Church  of  the 
evils  and  curse  of  intemperance  and  this  Synod  has  done  well  in 
making  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  on  this  question  its  own. 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  growing  prosperity  of  our  literary 
and  theological  institutions,  under  the  conviction  that  sanctified 
education  is  an  efficient  handmaid  to  the  progress  of  Christianity. 

But  in  walking  about  Zion  we  behold  not  only  her  bulwarks  and 
pleasant  palaces,  but  also  her  dark  spots  and  desolations.  Or,  view- 
ing the  Church  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  we  are  not  only  charmed 
with  her  beautiful  trees,  plants  and  flowers,  but  are  saddened  also 
bj  her  noxious  weeds  and  unfruitful  trees.  The  Church  is  still  in 
the  wilderness ;  she  is  not  yet  perfect,  "  without  spot  or  wrinkle  or 
any  such  thing.''  Not  all  who  are  outwardly  with  us  are  really  of 
08.  As  in  the  time  of  Paul,  ''many  run  who  are  the  enemies  of 
the  cross  of  Christ."  And  outside  the  Church,  sin  in  all  its  forms 
abounds  to  a  shocking  extent.  And,  to  encourage  this  state  of 
things  and  greatly  hinder  the  work  of  God,  Satan  and  his  emissa- 
ries are  specially  active  in  scattering  the  seeds  of  error.  Material- 
ism, rationalism  and  all  forms  of  scepticism  and  infidelity  abound 
to  an  alarming  degree.  Even  in  the  sacred  domain  of  God's  king- 
dom there  are  found  here  and  there  men  who,  under  the  garb  of 
Christianity,  abuse  their  talents  and  position  and  seek  to  inoculate 
the  Church  with  dangerous  error.  In  these  perilous  times,  there- 
fore, the  Church  fihould  specially  arouse  herself  to  a  sense  of  her 
duty,  and,  as  the  bearer  and  defender  of  God's  truth,  should  man- 
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fully  resent  error  and  eamesUjr  "  coatend  for  the  &ith  once  < 
ered  to  the  Bsmts."  In  this  work  our  beloved  Beformed  CI 
has,  by  the  adoption  of  her  peace  compact,  taken  a  truly  : 
position — one  that  honors  her  history  and  martyr  faith.  Bhi 
anew,  and  nitfa  united  voice,  awom  fealty  to  her  immortal  sj? 
of  faith  in  its  original,  historical  senm.  On  this  Reibrmation 
we  stand  as  a  Church,  and  standing  on  this  firm  foundation,  w 
defy  the  hosts  of  darkness,  who,  with  Satanic  wickedness,  are 
all  their  power  and  subtlety  to  undermine  and  destroy  th< 
fabric  of  our  holy  Christianity. 

This  year  marks  an  important  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  ch 
in  that  the  General  Synod,  its  highest  judicatory,  declare* 
"Directory  of  Worship"  the  liturgy  of  the  Reformed  Chun 
the  Unit«d  States.  Whilst  it  providee  for  such  as  may  prefer 
altar  service  for  the  regular  Lord's  Day,  it  also  makes  rooE 
such  as  may  prefer  a  service  of  another  form.  Both  can  be 
with  the  full  authority  of  the  Synod,  and  remain  faithful  to  ii 
quirements.  In  this  way  the  freedom  characteristic  of  the  Refo 
Church  is  preserved,  which  was  a  prominent  object  in  the 
movement. 

Let  this  Synod,  then,  to  day  raise  its  Ebenezer  of  praise  to 
for  this  grand  achievement,  and  invoke  anew  His  blessing  upo 
work  accomplished,  so  that  perfect  peace  and  harmony  may  1 
cured  and  maintained  throughout  our  borders. 

From  the  records  placed  in  our  bands,  we  find  that  three  o 
fellow-Uborers  in  the  ministry  have  Allen  during  the  year, 
were  called  to  their  reward  Rev.  Henry  Keller,  Rev.  Willis 
Gerhard  and  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Johnston  are  with  us  do  more, 
personal  fellowship  on  earth  has  ceased.  We  miss  them  ii 
church  councils  and  work.  Let  us  be  admonished  that  our 
like  theirs,  will  also  ere  long  cloee  in  the  night  of  death.  And 
that  solemn  event  in  view,  and  impressed  with  our  grave  resj 
bilitiee  as  miDist^rs  and  elders,  may  we,  by  the  grace  of  Gt 
forward  with  ever-growing  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  so  accomplisl 
sacred  mission  and  "finish  our  course  with  joy." 
Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  W.  Kreoes,  CKairm 

[For  Statistical  Report,  see  Appendix.] 


ARTICLE  XIII. 

TBEOLOOICAL  8EHIVAST. 

I.  Reports  of  the  Boardt  of  Tnuteet  and  Viaiion. 
(a)  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees, 
To  the  Sgnod  of  the  Sefmtned  Church  of  the  United  Stales. 

Dear  Brethren :  I  enclose  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Theological  Semiuary,  and  beg  leave  to  say :' 

That  the  Board  of  Trustees  coavened  on  May  13, 1887,  in  Lan- 
caster, at  10  o'clock  A.M.,  in  the  pastor's  study  of  the  First  Re- 
formed Church.  The  following  memberB  were  present,  viz. :  D.  W. 
Grew,  President;  George  W.  Hensel,  Vice-President;  J.  B.  Roth, 
Treasurer;  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Secretary;  Charles  W.  Bantee, 
Geoi^  O.  Heilman,  Israel  Laucks,  A.  G.  Reninger,  John  D. 
Skiles,  and  Isaac  H.  Keefer. 

All  the  officers  of  the  Board  were  re-elected  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  the  Executive  Committee  re-appointed,  viz. :  D.  W.  Gross,  G. 
W.  Hensel,  George  Z-  Kunkel,  J.  B.  Roth,  and  J.  D.  Skiles ;  also 
the  Committee  on  Grounds  and  Enclosares,  viz. :  J.  B.  Roth,  and 
i.  D.  Skilea. 

The  death  of  Thomas  J.  Craig,  a  member  of  the  Board,  was  re- 
ported. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  held  a  meeting  on  the  23d  September, 
1887,  in  the  pastor's  room  of  Salem  Reformed  Church,  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  at  2  o'clock  p.w. 

The  Treasurer  presented  bis  Annual  Report;  the  same  was 
audited,  found  correct,  and  balance  in  hands  of  $765.20. 

The  fallowing  preamble  and  resolution  was  then  offered  and 
adopted: 

Whebeab,  Action  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Seminary  reqaesting  all  the  Synods  to  make  provision  for  the 
employment  of  a  Teacher  of  Elocution  in  the  Beminary ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  that  we  earnestly  unite  with  them  in  their  request  for 
action  in  this  important  matter. 

RespectAilly  submitted. 

Geo.  Z.  Eubeel,  SeeCy  B.  T.  Iheo.  Seminary, 

SarriAwg,  Oct  II,  1887. 
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«  B.  Roth,  Tretaurer,  in  aooount  with  the  Theologi/ut  Semina 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Slatea. 

Dh. 
1.  For  amt.  balance  due  Theo.  Sem'y  .        $789  64 

1.  For  Interest  from  S.  M.  Keen,  to 

Oct.  1,  1886  ...  75  00 

2,  "  W.  H,  Rinier,  to  Oct. 

1,  '86 30  00 

2.  "  ThoB.  G.  Apple  to  Ju- 
ly 4,  '86  12  00 

6.  "  8.  J.  Johnston  to  Oct. 

1,  '86  .....   .  30  00 

9.  "  Kiefier  legacy,  Treas. 

of  Synod    ....  112  50 

U  "  Cooke  legacy,  Treas.  of 

Synod 60  00 

11.  «  W.GrofftoOot.1,'86  30  00 

18.  "  £.  S.  Stehman  to  Feb. 

3,  '87 30  00 

28.  "  P.  M.  Ermantrout  on 

account 100  00 

1,  "  Geo.  Sarbaugh  to  Oct. 

1/86 90  00 

1.  "  Geo.      B.      Aehford, 

"Kansas"  mortgage 

to  Not.  1,  '86  .  .  10  50 

1.  "  £.   M.   KUlough    to 

Not.  1,'86.   .   .   .  75  00 

5.  "  W.  Lysinger  to  Not. 

15,   '86 30  00 

30.  "  W.    Strom,    Kansas 

mort.  to  Dec.  1,  '86  87  50 

1.  "  R.    A.    Richardson, 

Kansas     mort.     to 
Dec  1,  '86  ...  .  29  76 

6.  "  L.  P.  &  C.  TituB  to 

Oct.  1,  '86 ...   .  9  00       • 
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7. 

For  Intereat  Lehigh  Valley  R.R. 

bondji  to  Dec.  1,  '86 

150  00 

8. 

"            Mercereb'g  Olaesis  to 

Jan.   1,   '87   .   .   . 

40  SO 

31. 

"            Isaac  Fink,  Eanaas 

mort.  to  Jan.  1,  '87 

8  75 

3. 

"            I.    N.    Brubaker    to 

April  1,   '87  •   •   • 

90  00 

19. 

G.  M.  Zahm  to  May 

12,   '86 

18  OO 

19. 

AllemaoU  F.  Ina.  Co. 

toJui.  1, '87.   .   . 

40  00 

31. 

T.  Routh,  Kamwa,  to 

Dec.  19,  '86 .   .   . 

42  63 

7. 

P.  M.  Ermantrout  on 

acct. 

360  00 

7. 

Geo.  W.  Schroyer,  to 

Feh.  8,  '87  ...   . 

106  00 

7. 

Thoe.    W.    Cocn,   to 

Jan.  '87 

21  00 

28. 

John  Becker  to  Feb. 

28,   '87 

240  00 

8. 

SchnylkUl  Chueia  in 

iUl 

7  62 

23. 

"            Jacob  Heyser  on  acct. 

100  00 

30. 

£.  G.  Smith  to  April, 

1,  '87 

19  33 

"            W.  H.  Rinier  to  Apl. 

1,  '87 

30  00 

S.  M.  Keen   to  Apl. 

1  '87 

75  00 

'•            F.  Schanm  toApL    1, 

'87 

SO  00 

8.  J.  Johneon  to  April 

1,  '87 

30  00 

Adam  Keen  to  Apl.  1, 

'87 

30  00 

Apl.    4. 

For  Interest  Jacob  Sarbaugh  to  Apl. 

1.  '87 

90  00 

'■      7. 

L.  P.  &  C.  TiliK  to 

Apl.  1.  '87  ...   . 

9  00 

■■    11. 

W.GrotrtoApl.  1/87 

30  00 

"    18. 

St.    Stephen's    Cha[iel 

to  Oct.  29  .'86.   .   . 

42  00 

"   26. 

"            Jacob  Heyser  on  ace. 

50  00 

••   26. 

"             Job  Hobinson  to  Apl. 

26,  'S? 

36  00 

■•    30. 

E.    M.     Killough    to 

Apl.  30.  '87  .   .   . 

-5  00 

May    2. 

■*            Zion'sClussiatoMayl, 

■87 

23  22 

Apl.  28. 

"            John  Kepner  on   ace. 

36  00 

May    3. 

"            Geo.    B.    Ashfotd    to 

May  1,  '87  ...    . 

10  50 

"     3. 

"             W.    Lyainger  to  May 

15.  '87 

30  00 

'■     5. 

Cook  legacy,  Treaa.  of 

Synod 

60  00 

"     6. 

Kieffer  legacy,  Treaa. 

ofSvnod 

237  60 

'■     6. 

J.  B.  Roth  to  Aph  1, 

'87 

180  00 

"   IG. 

' '             Suaq.  Claagis  on  ace.  . 

4  24 

"    17. 

A.B.Wingerdmortte. 

May  1,  '87  ...   . 

386  88 

■'  27. 

■'            Juniata  Claasia  to  Ju- 

ly 1,  '87  

21  00 

"   30. 

L.StromtoJunel,'87 

87  50 

"   30. 

R,  A.   Richardson  to 

June  1,  '87  .   .   .    . 

29  75 

June  6. 

Lehigh   Valley    R.  R. 

bonds  June  1,  '87  . 

1.50  00 

"     7. 

G.  M.  Zahn  to  May  12, 

'87 

18  00 

■•  28. 

Thos.   Routh  to  June 

19, '87 

42  00 

JuneSO-  For  Interest  boac  Fink  to  July  1, 

'87 8  75 

Ju!yll.  '•  HarriBbuTg  Bridge  Co.  6  60 

"   13.  "  E.G.8niith  in  foil  .   .  6  85 

"   18-  "  EuBt  Susq.   ClasBia  to 

July  1,  '87  ...   .  82  50 

"   18.  "  Coen  mortgage  to  July 

9,  '87 21  00 

"   19.  "  W.   Austin  Cessna  to 

May  15,  '87  .    .   .  60  00 

"  26.  "  Tobias  Royer  to  Aug. 

1,  '87 12  00 

Aug.  1.  "  Home  boD({B  to  Apl.  1, 

'87 10  00 

"   10.  "  George  W.  Schroyer  to 

Aug.  8,  '87   .   .    .  106  00 

"  27.  "  John  A.  Cbariee,  Sept. 

1,  '87 40  00 

"  27.  "  John  Becker  to  Aug. 

28,'87 240  00 

Sept.  5.  "  JacobHeyieroDacc  .  75  00 

"   13.  "  Mra.  A.  M.  Eyerman, 

to  June  13,  '88  .   .  60  00 

"   14.  "  Adam  Keen  to  Oct.  1, 

•87, 30  00 

Aid  Fund  of  Theol.  Sem^from  Oct  1,  '86  to 

date  transferred  .  853  88 

$6278  84 
1886  Cb. 

Nov.  2.  By  amount  paid  ThosG.  Apple,  DD, 

on  salary  ....  200  00 

"     12.        "        «       E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D., 

on  salary    ....         200  00 
"12.        "        -        F.  A.  Gast,  D.D.,  on 

salary 200  00 

"12.        "        "        Receipt  book  ....  75 

Dec  6-        "        "        Thomas  G.  Apple  sal- 
ary to  Jan.  1, '87  .  175  00 
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Dec.  6.  By  Amount  paid  £.  V.  Gerhart,  salary 

to  Jan  1,  '87  .    .    .  175  00 

**      6.        "        "        F.  A.  Gast  salary  to 

Jan.  1,  '87  .   .   .  175  00 

"    16.        "        "        J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer, 

to  Jan.  1,  '87   .  .  50  00 

1887. 

Jan.  7.        "        "        Henry  Leonard  bill  •  6  00 

"    12.        "        •*        Btoner,  Shreiner  &  Co. 

bill 1  33 

«    25.        "        "        W.  Woehlsen's  bill  at 

Gerhart's     .   .    .   •  60  08 

"    29.        "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D., 

salary  on  acct.  .   •  200  00 

Feb.  7.        "        "        Thoe.  G.  Apple  salary 

on  acct 200  00 

"      7.        "        "        F.  A.  Gast   salary  on 

acct 200  00 

Mch.3.        "        "        J.    B.  Roth,   Jr.,   on 

acct, 50  00 

"      3,        "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D., 

to  Ap'l  1,  '87  .   .   .  175  00 

"        *'        Thofi.  G.  Apple,  D.D., 

to  Ap'l  1,  '87  .   .   •         175  00 
"        «'        F.  A.  Gast,  D.D.,  to 

Ap'l  1,  '87    •   .   .         175  00 

Ap'l  1.        «        "        B.  R.  Buckius  biU .  4  95 

"     1.        "        "        E.  Bookmyer  bill .   .  7  80 

"11.        "        "        Warfel  &  Geist's  bill  •  37  15 

May  4.        **        "        Cleaning  water  closets 

at  Dr.  Apple's  .   .  15  00 

'*     6.        "        "        Jacob  Bausman,  Treas. 

F.  and  M.  College  .         100  00 
"   16.        «        *'        Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.D., 

salary    acct.  •   •   .  200  00 

*^    16.        "        •*        E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D., 

salary    acct  •   .   .  200  00 

•'    16.        "        "        F.  A.  Gast,  D.D.,  sal- 

ary  acct 200  00 


4t 
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June  10.  By  Amount  paid  Hager  Bros,  bill  at  Dr. 

Gerhart's    ....  85  07 

"     10.        "        "        Hager  Brce.  bill  at  Dt. 

Apple's    ....  101  92 

"      2.        "        "        R    V.    Gerhart   sal- 
ary to  July  1,  '87  .  175  00 
"      2.        "        «        ThoB.  G.  Apple  salary 

to  July  1/87.   .   .  175  00 

"      2.        "        "        F.  A.  Oast  salary  to 

July   1,   '87. ...  175  00 

"    28.        "        "        McKinstry's  bill   .   .  3  00 

July  8.        "        "        E.  V.  Gerhatt  salary 

accL 200  00 

"    14.         "         "         Thomas  G.  Apple  sal- 
ary acct 200  00 

■'   14.        "        "        F.  A.  Gaat  salary  ace.        200  00 
Aug.  25.      ''        "        Geo.  M.  Steiomau's  bill 

stovea 25  66 

"     25.       «         "         B.  B.   Harlin's  bill  lof 

ooaL 66  00 

Sep.  8.        "        "        J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F. 

acd  M.  CoUege  .   .  100  00 

"    14.        "        "        E.  V.  Gerhart  salary 

to  Oct.  1/87  ...  175  00 

"    14.        *        "        Thoe.  G.  Apple  salary 

to  Oct.  1,'87.   .    .  175  00 

"    14.         "         "         F.  A.  Gast  salary  to 

Get.  I,  '87  .   .    .    .  175  00 

"    19,        "        "        J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer, 

Oct.  1. '87 100  00 

"  19.        "        "        Pontz's  bill  painting  at 

Dr.   Gerhart'a   .   .  45  00 

"  19.        "        "        Pontz's  bill  painting  at 

Dr.  Apple's  ...  45  00 

"  19.        '■        "        A  C.  Kepler's  bill  of 

pump 6  75 

"  19.        "        "        P.  O.,  Stamps,  Envel- 
opes. &c.,  .   .   ,   .  6  00 
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Sep.  20.  By  Amount  paid  Library  Fund  to  Oct, 

1,  '87 79  19 

"  30.        "        «        Klopp  legacy  to  Oct. 

1,  '87 40  00 

"  20.        Amt.  baL  due  Theol.  Sem.  ...         765  20 


$6278  84 
1887. 

Sept.  20.  To  bal.  due  Theol.  Seminary  to  date  .  $765  20 

with  sundry  Seminary  repairs  in   process 
amounting  to  about  $350  unpaid. 

JoHK  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 

STATEHSm?  OF  ENDOWMENT  FUND. 

1887. 

Sept.  20.    Amt.  as  reported  Oct.  1,1886  .    .    $67,724  76 

May    16.    Received  of  D.  B.  Mauger,  Treas. 

of      Goshenhoppen 

aassis 50  00 

"  ''        Charles  Santee,  Esq., .    •       1000  00 

June  13.        "        Mrs.  Anna  M.  Eyerman  .        1000  00 


$69,774  76 

Feb.    9.    Less  six  shares   of  Reading  RR. 

stock  at  par  value 
$50  per  share  as 
charged  up  to  Treas., 
delivered  to  Rev. 
Charles  6.  Fisher, 
Treas.  of  Beneficiary 
Board  of  Education.  300  GO 


Total  of  Fund,  Sept.  20, 1887 $69,474  76 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 
Lancaster,  September  20,  1887. 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee  having  examined  the 
Treasurer*8  accounts  and  compared  vouchers,  find  the  same  cor- 
rect Geo.  Z.  Kunkel, 

Isaac  H.  Keeper. 


k 
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John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer  of  Theological  Setniwiry,  in  aecmint  with 

1887-  Library  Fund. 

Sept.  20.  Amount  of  Library  Fund  principal  ia  .    .    .    .    *20(>9  96 

1886.  TREAS.  DR, 

Oct.      9,  To  interest  from  Hon.  John  Miley  to 

Aprill,18a4 $60  00 

Sept.  20.  To   interest   from   Eiidownient    Fund 

account  to  Oct.  1,  1887 79  19 

«139  19 

188fi.  Ce. 

Oct-     1.  By  balance  due  Treasurer $25  19 

Nov.  12.  By  amt.  paid  Zahni  &  Co.'s  bill  .    *  .  12  40 

1887. 

Feb'y5.  By  Roy's  bill ,  binding  books.    ...  5  60 

"    19.  By  Rev.  Dr.  F.  A.  Gaet'a  bill  ....  8  25 

Apr.  20.  By  I.  M.  Stoddort  &  Co.'h  bUl .   .    .   .  6  00 

May20.  By  F.  W.  Chriatem'sbiU 2  80 

Jane  2.  By  Zahm  &  Co.'s  bill 20  35 

July  1.3.  By  F.  W.  Efflick's  bill 2  25      82  84 

Balance  due  Library  Fund $56  35 

September  20,  1887. 

1887.  BDILWSO   FtlSD  ACCX>UBT. 

Sept- 20.  Amount  of  Fund  ia $12.883  05 

Interest  on  Bnme   accounted    for   in    current 
expense  account  of  Theological  Seminary. 

PITTaBDRGH   PROF.    FDNU- 

1887. 

Sept.  20.  Amountof  Fund  is $1718.30 

Interest  on  eanie  accounted  for  in  current  ex- 
pense account  of  Theological  Seminary. 

BMALTZ    FOND  ACCOUKT. 

Principal  is $5000  00 

1886. 
Oct,  25.  By  amt.  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher.  Treas.  $187  50 

1887. 
Apr.  n.  "        "        "  "  "        137  50 

$275  00 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer. 
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John  B.  Roth,  Treamrer  of  Theological  Seminary  in  account  with 

An>  Fund. 

1886.  Dr. 

Oct.  1.  For  cash  rec'd  from  Lebanon  Claflsis  .  $50  00 
Oct  9.  "  "  ••  «  Tohickon  '•  .  51  00 
Oct.  21.  «  "  "  "  Goshenhoppen «'  .  30  00 
Dec.  17.     "      "        "       "      E.  Susquehanna  CI.    27  00 

1887. 
Jan.    5.     "     "        "       «      Lebanon  Classis .       7  00 
Jan.  18.     "      "  H.  Wirt,  Treas.  Potomac  Synod  300  00 

Mar.  17.     "      "   Lebanon  Claflsia 2  00 

April  7.     "      "   Rev.  W.  J.  Kershner,  Lebanon 

Glaasis 5  00 

Apr.  21.     "      "   East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per 

George  Hill,  Treas.  ....      14  33 
Apr.  25.     ''     "  Goshenhoppen  Classis,  per  D. 

B.  Mauger,  Treas 21  00 

Apr.  27.     "      "   Westmoreland  Classis,  per  H.  S. 

Garner,  Treas.   ....••      50  00 
Apr.  29.     "      "   Rev.  Pennebecker,  Treas.  Lan- 
caster Classis 35  00 

May  13.     "      "  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  per 

George  Hill,  Treas 12  67 

May  16.     "      "   West  Susquehanna  Classis,  per 

Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas  .   .      34  88 
May  26.     "      "   Friends  of  Theol.  Sem.  in  Phila. 

Classis  per  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher    25  00 
June  2.       ''      "  Treas.  of  Lebanon  Classis,  from 

Rev.  Stambaugh 1  00 

June  2.      "      "  Treas.  of  Lebanon  Classis,  from 

Rev.  Fritch 5  00 

June  14.     "      "   Church  of  the  Ascension,  Nor- 

ristown 15  00 

Aug.  16.    "      "   Sulphur  Spring  Charge,  per  Rev. 

Geo.  E.  Addams 5  00 

Aug.  22.    "      "  L  G.  Gerhart,  Treas.  Tohickon 

Classis,  for  Dr.  Cast's  sal.  incr.    42  00 
Sept  6.       '*     "   Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  of  East 
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Susquehanna,  Pa.,  Classis, 
synodical  assessm't  as  follows : 
Seminary  repairs ,  .  65  00 
Dr.  Gast's  salary  incr.  56  00 

121  00 

$863  88 

1887.  Cb, 

Sept.  20.  By  amt.  credited  in  Endowment  Fund  aec*t .   .  $853  88 

John  B.  Roth,  TreoLsurer. 
Laneasler,  Sept  20, 1887. 


B.)  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  United  States, 

Dear  Brethren :  During  the  year,  commencing  with  the  1st  of 
September,  1886,  and  ending  with  the  12th  of  May  last,  there  were 
thirty-one  students  in  connection  with  the  Seminary : 

Six  in  the  Senior  Class,  consisting  of  Richard  T.  Gass,  Robert 
O'Boyle,  Max  Puhl,  Lewis  Robb  (absent),  Richard  C.  Schiedt  and 
Oflcar  P.  Steckel. 

Seven  in  the  Middle  Class :  I.  Stewart  Hartman,  Stewart  U.  Mit- 
man,  John  F.  Moyer,  Aaron  Noll,  S.  Charles  Stover,  Charles  B. 
Schneder  and  Earnest  Wagner. 

Eighteen  in  the  Junior  Class :  William  T.  Aumann,  John  T.  BaL 
iiet,  Lloyd  E.  Coblentz,  George  C.  Erb,  L  Amandus  Herbst,  A. 
Marion  Kifer,  Stanley  L.  Erebs,  Russell  N.  Eoplin,  Franklin  E. 
Lauffer,  George  J.  Lisberger,  I.  Harvey  Mickley,  Charles  A.  San- 
tee,  Oliver  F.  Schaeffer,  Ambrose  M.  Schmidt,  Lefellen  E.  Stafflet 
James  B.  Stonesifer,  George  B.  Walbert  and  Charles  B.  Weaver. 

Of  the  new  students  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class,  thirteen  were 
graduates  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  whilst  the  rest  were 
graduates  or  students  of  other  literary  institutions  of  a  higher  or 
lower  grade.  This  is  the  largest  class  that  has  as  yet  been  admitted 
into  the  Seminary  at  any  time,  and  as  it  regards  qualifications  ior 
theological  study  as  well  as  Christian  spirit,  probably  not  inferior 
to  any  of  its  predecessors. 

Ais  usual,  some  of  the  students  found  it  to  be  necessary  to  be 
absent  from  the  Seminary  during  a  part  of  their  time  on  account  of 
the  want  of  funds*    This  is  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  abated,  and 
3 
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the  different  Boards  of  Education  ought  to  provide  the  young  men 
under  their  care  with  the  necessary  means  to  enable  them  to  pursue 
their  studies  throughout  their  course  without  interruption. 

The  Senior  Class,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Bobb  (absent), 
having  sustained  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  presence  of  the 
Boardi  were  regularly  dismissed  from  the  Seminary,  and  awarded 
the  usual  Testimonial  at  the  anniversary  in  May  last.  Mr.  Puhl, 
who  had  pursued  only  a  partial  course  of  study,  was  awarded  a 
Testimonial  testifying  to  this  fact. 

Request. — At  the  beginning  of  the  Seminary  year  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  by  a  committee  of  this  Board  with  a  similar  com- 
mittee of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  by  which  the  college  and 
theological  students  were  supplied  during  the  year  with  instruc- 
tions in  elocution  by  a  competent  instructor.  As  this  arrangemcDt 
was  highly  satisfactory  and  attended  with  good  results,  the  Board 
think  it  ought  to  be  continued  during  the  coming  year.  The  funds 
needed  to  pay  the  teacher  for  his  services  last  year  were  nearly  all 
raised  by  private  efforts ;  but  as  this  probably  cannot  be  done  in 
the  future,  the  Board  hereby  asks  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 
.to  pay  $100,  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  $75,  and  the  Synod  of  the 
Potomac  $75,  for  this  purpose  during  the  current  year. 

It  is  gratifying  for  us  here  to  report  that,  under  the  blessing  of 
•God,  the  Seminary,  the  hope  of  the  ftiture  of  the  Church,  has  en- 
joyed another  year  of  prosperity,  and  that  its  prospects  for  the 
•coming  year  are  more  than  usually  encouraging.  It  is  eminently 
worthy  of  a  larger  endowment,  and  it  needs  an  increase  in  its  teach- 
ing force,  which,  it  is  hoped,  it  will  receive  through  the  efibrts  now 
being  made  for  that  purpose.  Respectfully  submitted. 

Theodore  Appel,  Secretary, 

Lanoader,  Pa,  Oct.  18, 1887. 

C.)  REPORT  OF  treasurer  OP  BOARD  OP  EDUCATION. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  th 
United  States,  in  account  with  Charleb  6.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

Cr. 

By  baknce  in  hand  Oct.  1, 1886 $253  07 

By  cash  per  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Treas.  Tohickon  Classia    367  22 
"      "        Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treasurer  of  East 

Pennsylvania  Classis 320  00 
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Bj  cs»h  per  Treas.  of  Ref.  Ch.  Pub  Bd.  interest  222  84 
"  "  Whitemarsh  Congregation  ....  23  00 
"     "        J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theol.  Seminary, 

interest  Smaltz  Fund 275  00 

"      "        J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theol.  Seminary, 

Klopp  legacy  interest 40  00 

"      "        J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theol.  Seminary, 

Grerhart  legacy  interest 6  00 

"  ''  two  dividends,  Harrisburg  Nat.  Bank  22  50 
"  "  from  Rev.  P.  M.  Trexler,  pay't  on  loan  40  00 
"      "        proceeds  of  sale  of  six  shares  of  P.  & 

R.  Rd.  stock,  less  oomm.  .98  .  .  110  62 
"      "        Amount  of  bequest  of  A.  R.  Uhler 

(dec'd),  less  col.  int  tax,  $25  .  .  475  00 
**      "  '     Amt  of  bequest  of  J.  Lerch  (dec'd), 

less  col.  int  tax,  $125 2375  00 

$4520  25 

Db. 

To  cash  paid  beneficiaries  of  Tohickon  Classis  .  $357  22 
"     "       "  "  E.  Penna.  Classis .      320  00 

"     "       "  "  Smaltz  Fund  .   .      145  00 

"     "       "  "  General  Fund .   .    '790  00 

"     "       "    for  investments] 1000  00 

"    Rev.  Th.  Appel,  salary 20  00 

Expenses  to  Lancaster 4  45 

Balance  in  treasury 1883  58 

$4520  25 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Board,  having  examined  the 
account  of  the  Treasurer,  and  compared  it  with  his  vouchers,  find 
the  same  to  be  correct  Theodore  Appel. 

LatuMder,  Pa,,  Oct.  18,  1887. 

D.)  &EPOBT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF    EDUCATION. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

Dear  Brethren :  It  has  been  thought  best  that  the  undersigned 
fihould,  at  this  time,  direct  the  attention  of  the  Synod  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  to  ask  your  honorable 
body  to  take  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  wise  and  proper  to  pro- 
mote its  greater  efficiency  and  usefulness. 
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Formerly  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Seminary  constituted  the 
Board  of  Education ;  but  of  late  years  the  two  have  been  separated, 
and  the  latter,  consisting  of  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  elected 
by  your  Synod,  holds  its  own  meetings  and  transacts  its  own  busi- 
ness. 

True  to  its  character  as  the  parent  Board  of  Education  in  the 
Church,  according  to  its  means  it  has  been  assisting  young  men 
whilst  pursuing  their  studies  for  the  ministry  at  Lancaster,  irrespec- 
tive of  the  Synod  or  part  of  the  country  from  which  they  came. 
But,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  its  means  have  come  almost  exclu- 
sively from  the  interest  accruing  from  bequests  made  by  pious  per- 
sons to  assist  young  men  in  the  prosecution  of  their  studies.  During 
the  past  year  it  received  only  one  contribution  from  a  pastoral 
charge.  At  all  our  yearly  meetings,  however,  applications  for 
assistance  are  made  by  worthy  young  men  in  the  college  or  semi- 
nary, and  these  are  generally  in  amounts  that  exceed  our  income. 
This  was  the  case  at  our  last  meetings,  and  the  Board  felt  itself 
compelled  to  promise  assistance  in  certain  cases  that  went  beyond 
our  income.  Such  cases  are  generally  urgent,  and  involve  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  applicants  in  their  studies  in  the  institutions  They 
result  from  the  fact  that  the  Classes  from  which  they  come  do  not 
provide  for  them,  or  probably  cannot  do  so,  because  they  need  all 
their  accessible  funds  to  sustain  the  beneficiaries  already  under 
their  care.  It  Ib  therefore  necessary,  if  the  Board  is  expected  U) 
discharge  its  parental  functions  as  it  should,  that  it  should  receive 
some  contributions  directly  from  the  congregations,  or  privately 
from  liberal  and  benevolent  individuals.  In  this  way  the  number 
of  candidates  for  the  ministry  could  be  increased  from  year  to  year. 
It  is  believed  that  at  least  some  of  our  congregations,  and  perhaps 
many  of  them,  would  be  willing  to  make  a  small  contribution  an- 
nually to  the  Board,  if  requested  to  do  so,  even  when  they  pay  the 
apportionments  required  of  them  by  the  Classes  for  the  support  of 
the  beneficiaries  under  their  care. 

As  the  result  of  some  inquiry,  we  have  secured  the  following 
data,  which  will  show  what  the  churches  in  this  Synod  are  doing 
for  the  cause  of  beneficiary  education  during  the  current  year.  The 
amount  probably  falls  considerably  short  of  what  is  actually  given 
for  this  object,  because  we  could  not  in  all  cases  ascertain  what  was 
done  by  particular  congregations. 
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Claasis  of  East  Pennsylvania  supports  3  beneficiaries  and  pays  $480. 


"          East  Susquehanna 

« 

2 

tt                                    ( 

"      360. 

**          Wyoming 
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"      350. 

Lehigh 

a 

5 

tt                                     i 

"      750. 

Tohickon 
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tt                                     t 

"      450. 

**          Lancaster 
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"      450. 

RchuylkiU 
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"      175. 

**          West  Susquehanna 
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"      900. 

Parent  Board 

tt 

12 

tt                           i 

"    1612. 

The  Classis  of  Lebanon,  as  such,  does  not  support  beneficiaries  at 
present ;  but  individual  charges  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand  and 
contribute  for  the  support  of  several  students  for  the  ministry. 
From  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen  we  have  received  no  report. 
The  Classis  of  Philadelphia,  as  such,  has  agreed  to  raise  $800  to 
assist  one  beneficiary  during  his  study  for  the  ministry.  Apart 
from  this,  the  congregations  generally  take  up  collections  for  benefi- 
ciary education.  The  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna,  in  addition  to 
its  apportionment,  has  borrowed  $160  to  support  another  beneficiary 
during  the  present  year,  with  the  hope  that  the  parent  Board  will 
be  able  to  take  charge  of  him  next  year.  Others  are  also  waiting 
for  help  from  this  Board. 

The  present  arrangement,  by  which  each  dassis  supports  its  own 
beneficiaries,  is  commendable ;  but  it  has  its  defects,  which  ought 
to  be  supplemented  in  the  way  proposed  above  or  in  some  other 
way.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  individual  Classes  cannot 
always  provide  for  the  students  that  apply  for  help.  Some  can,  and 
some  cannot. 

It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  all  the  Classes  do  not  carry  on  their 
work  through  the  Board.  The  result  is  that  the  Board  is  unable 
to  inform  the  Synod  what  the  Church  is  doing  for  education,  and  it 
does  not  receive  the  credit  for  what  it  is  doing  in  this  direction. 
All  this  could  be  done  with  little  or  no  difficulty,  and  without  in- 
terfering in  any  way  with  the  present  arrangement  which  the 
Claases  have  adopted  to  support  their  own  beneficiaries.  It  would 
be  an  advantage  for  the  latter  to  be  also  under  the  care  of  the  pa- 
rent Board  whilst  they  are  at  the  institutions,  which  is  not  the  case 
at  present    We  therefore  recommend  that  the  Synod  should  so 
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direct    The  Classes  of  Tohickon  and  East  Pennsylvania  are  the 
only  Classes  that  operate  through  the  Board  at  present. 

Respectfully  submittted.  Theodore  Appel. 

LanGoster,  Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1887. 


//.  Report  on  Theological  Seminary, 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary^  to  whom  the 
forgoing  reports  had  been  referred,  presented  its  report  during  the 
session  on  Friday  afternoon.    The  report  was  taken  up  item  by 
item,  and  then  finally  adopted  as  a  whole.    It  reads  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  begs  leave  to  ofier 
the  following  report : 

The  following  documents  were  placed  in  our  hands,  viz.:  The 
Treasurer's  Report,  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  a  Report  from  the 
Board  of  Education,  the  Report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Endowment  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Item  6  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Synod  in  reference  to  the 
salary  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Gast,  D.D.,  and  Item  4  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Minutes  of  General  Synod  in  reference  to  contributions  to  the 
Theological  Seminary  on  Reformation  day. 

1.  From  the  Treasurer's  Report  we  learn  that  the  income  of  the 
Seminary  during  the  year  was  $6,278.84,  and  the  expenditures 
$5,518.64,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $760.20. 

2.  From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  your  committee 
learns  that  the  Seminary,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  has  enjoyed 
another  year  of  prosperity,  and  that  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
year  are  more  than  usually  encouraging.  At  the  opening  of  the 
present  term  there  was  admitted  to  the  Seminary  the  largest  nam- 
ber  of  students  in  any  one  year  since  its  organization.  During  the 
year  an  instructor  in  elocution  was  employed  in  the  Seminary  and 
paid  for  his  services  from  private  subscriptions.  The  Board  of 
Yiffltors  recommend  that  this  same  instructor,  who  is  also  employed 
in  the  college,  be  continued,  and  that  the  amount  of  $250  be  paid 
towards  his  support, — $100  by  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  $75 
by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  $75  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  action : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 
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and  hereby  agree  to  pay  the  sum  of  $100,  the  amount  asked  irom 
this  Synod  for  the  support  of  said  instructor  of  elocution,  and  that 
the  same  be  apportioned  among  the  several  Classes. 

From  the  Report  of  thd  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  we 
learn  that  $4,520.25  were  received  by  him,  and  $2,636.67  paid  out, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $1,883.58  in  the  treasury. 

A  report  from  the  Board  of  Education  lamenting  the  fact  that 
80  many  of  the  Classes  support  their  own  beneficiaries  and  do 
nothing  for  the  parent  Board;  also  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  funds  are  needed  to  assist  worthy  young  men  who  are  under 
the  care  of  the  3oard  and  such  others  who  may  apply  for  aid ; 
therefore  be  it, — 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  directs  all  Classes  not  now  opera- 
ting through  the  parent  Board  to  place  their  beneficiaries  under  its 
care,  and  that  the  appropriations  made  for  their  support  shall  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Board. 

3.  That  congregations  and  individuals  are  hereby  requested  to 
make  special  contributions  annually  toward  this  most  important 
object. 

The  following  is  the  Report  of  the  Chairman  on  the  Endowment 
of  the  Theological  Seminary : 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  ENDOWMENT  OF  THE  THEO- 
LOGICAL SEMINARY  AT  LANCASTER,    PA. 

Jfr.  Presiderd  and  Brdhren :  Your  Committee  appointed  three 
years  ago  by  the  Synod  of  Pottstown,  to  complete  the  endowment 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  would  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  report : 

In  deference  to  the  movement  in  behalf  of  the  College  during  this 
Centennial  year,  there  was  a  slight  abatement  in  the  activity  and 
efforts  of  the  members  of  the  Committee.  Not  wishing  to  seem  to 
antagonize  the  work  in  favor  of  that  equally  important  enterprise, 
which  so  properly  claims  the  support  of  the  Church  at  this  time, 
there  were  no  special  appeals  made  to  congregations  and  individ- 
uals, except  in  a  few  instances. 

The  effort  was  simply  to  gather  the  harvest  from  seed  sown  be- 
fore in  the  territory  canvassed  in  behalf  of  the  work  to  which  we 
have  been  appointed.     Still  we  endeavored  to  keep  our  misbion 
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steadily  before  us  by  correspondence  and  occasional  personal  inter- 
view. 

The  Committee  as  a  body  convened  but  once  during  the  past 
year — ^namely,  on^  Friday,  Sept  23,  188?,  in  the  basement  of  the 
Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Pottstown,  Pa.  From  this  meeting  two 
of  the  members  were  unavoidably  absent.  Reports  were  made  of 
work  done  and  of  prospects  for  the  future.  The  entire  subject  was 
thoroughly  discussed  and  features  of  both  encouragement  and  dis- 
couragement were  brought  to  light 

The  resignation  of  Bro.  Stem,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  at  his  earnest  re- 
quest, was  accepted,  and  your  Committee  in  the  exercise  of  its 
vested  authority  appointed  Bro.  H.  M.  Kiefier  to  represent  the 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis  in  the  work  of  Endowment  We  feel 
confident  that  by  April  1st,  1888,  we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to 
place  $10,000  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  for  safe  investment, 
with  the  pleasing  consciousness  that  we  have  accomplished  the  one 
object  of  our  appointment--  viz. :  the  completion  of  the  endowment 
of  the  3d  Theological  Professorship,  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  F.  A. 
Gast  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  the  successful  but'  ill-paid 
incumbent.  The  other  two  objects  will  still  remain  to  be  com- 
pleted. 

Not  all  moneys  have  been  as  yet  reported,  and  hence  cannot  be 
incorporated  in  this  paper.  Of  moneys  known  to  be  secured* 
whether  by  bond,  collection,  cash  or  subscription,  the  amount  re- 
ported thus  far  is  $9,082.25,  all  of  which  will  be  available  by  the 
firstof  April,  A. D.  1888. 

Hoping  the  Synod  may  be  satbfied  with  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee under  existing  circumstances,  and  praying  for  God's  bh 
ing  on  all  future  efforts,  the  above  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  6.  Wagneb,  Chairman  of  the  CommUUe. 

AllmUnmf  Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1887. 


From  this  report  we  learn  that  commendable  progress  has  been 
made  during  the  year  towards  this  worthy  object,  and  would  recom- 
mend the  following: 

4.  Sesolvedf  That  the  Committee  be  continued  for  the  coming 
year,  with  the  hope  that  by  renewed  and  vigorous  efforts  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee^  and  active  and  liberal  response  on  the  part 
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of  the  church,  the  work  of  endowlDg  the  Seminary  may  be  carried 
forward  to  a  successful  completion.  * 

In  reference  to  Item  6  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Minutes  of  Synod  touching  Dr.  Cast's  salary,  your  committee  would 
report  the  item  attended  to,  and  recommend  the  following  action: 

5.  Hesolved,  That  the  sum  of  $800  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  Classes  to  provide  for  Dr.  Cast's  salary  during  the  seven 
months  intervening  between  the  1st  of  September,  1887,  and  the 
Ist  of  April,  1888^  when  the  amount  needed  to  complete  the  endow- 
ment of  his  professorship  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 

In  reference  to  Item  4  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Minutes  of  General  Synod,  your  committee  would  offer  the  fol- 
lowing : 

JUfolvedf  That  the  attention  of  the  several  Classes  within  our 
bounds  is  hereby  directed  to  the  action  of  the  General  Synod  call- 
ing for  collections  to  be  taken  up  by  all  our  churches  in  aid  of  our 
theological  schools  on  Reformation  Day.  (See  Minutes  of  General 
Synod  of  1887,  page  154). 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  Chairman, 

BOARD   OF  TRU8TKE8  OF  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

Daniel  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  John  B.  Roth,  Lancaster, 
Pa,;  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Charles  Santee,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  George  Hill,  Esq.,  Sunbury,  Pa.;  George  W.  Hensel, 
Quanyville,  Pa. ;  Aaron  G.  Renninger,  Allentown,  Pa. ;  George 
G.  Heilman,  Heilman's  Dale,  Pa ;  John  D.  Skiles,  Lancaster,  Pa, ; 
Henry  Wirt,  Hanover,  Pa. ;  Israel  Laucks,  York,  Pa. ;  Henry  W. 
Shriver,  Union  Mills,  Md.;  Edgar  Slagle,  Hanover,  Pa.;  Charles 
A.  Schultz,  York,  Pa. ;  Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Chambersburg,  Pa. ;  W. 
J.  Baer,  Somerset,  Pa. ;  W.  R.  Barnhart,  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  P.  S. 
Hay,  Elk  Lick,  Pa. 

BOARD  OF  VI8IT0B8  OF  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D.,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Rev.  Daniel  M. 
Wolf,  Spring  Mills,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Allen- 
town.  Pa. ;  Rev.  Charles  F.  McCauIey,  D.D.,  Reading,  Pa. ;  Rev. 
Charlei  G.  Fisher,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.D., 
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EastoD,  Pa. ;  Rev  Albert  E.  Truzal,  Manor  Station,  Pa. ;  Rev.  J.  F. 
Snyder,  Manor  Daltf,  Pa. ;  Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  DJ).,  Frederick, 
Md. ;  Rev.  Amos  H.  Kremer,  D.D.,  Carlisle,  Pa. ;  Rev.  J.W.  Santee, 
D.D.,  Cavetown,  Md.;  Rev.  J.  C  Bowman,  Hanover,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

HISSIOKS. 
I.  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  United  States : 

Dear  Brethren:— The  following  action  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  in  reference 
to  our  Missions  in  California  and  Oregon  is  hereby  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  your  reverend  body  for  action. 

Believing  that  our  Missions  in  California  and  Oregon  can  be  more 
successfully  carried  forward,  either  by  the  Boards  of  Missions  of  the 
Synod  of  the  North  West,  of  the  Central  Synod,  or  of  the  German 
Synod  of  the  East; 

Resolved,  that  the  Executive  Officers  of  the  Board  be  constituted 
a  Committee  to  makQ  a  transfer  of  said  missions  to  either  of  the 
Boards  of  the  Synods  of  the  North  West  and  the  Central  Synod,  or 
the  Board  of  the  German  Synod  of  the  East,  if  acceptable  to  one 
or  other  of  said  Boards  upon  the  following  terms: 

1st.  That  the  Board  agrees  to  contribute  the  annual  sum  of 
$2000  toward  the  support  of  said  mission  work  for  three  years, 
said  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Accepting  Board  in 
quarterly  payments  of  $500  each. 

2d.  That  any  trust  fund  which  the  Board  has  invested  in  these 
missions  shall  be  secured  to  their  original  objects. 

Resolved,  that  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 

of  the  Potomac  be  requested  to  authorize  this  action. 

W.  H.  H.  Snyder,  /Secretory. 
Bellefonte,  Oct  15, 1887. 

II.    REPORT    OF     THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF     HOBfE    MISSIONS,  FOR 

THE  TEAR   ENDING  OCTOBER   1,   1887- 

To  the  Reverend  Spiods  of  Pittsburgh,  of  the  Potomae,  and  of  the 
United  States : 
Dear  Brethren  : — I  herewith  present  my  Second  Annual  Re- 
port,  the  fourteenth  of  the  series  under  the  tri-synodic  plan  of  co- 
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operatioD,  and  I  again  refer  you  to  the  Statistical  Table  for  much 
valuable  information.  Much  that  was  said  of  the  Missions  in  the 
last  report  is  still  true,  but  need  not  be  repeated. 

THE  MI88ION8. 

Abilene,  Kansaa — Good  progress.  Church  dedicated  February, 
1S87,  with  but  little  debt.  Their  self-help  deserves  praise.  Pros- 
pects very  good.    Abilene  alone  should  have  the  pastor's  whole  time. 

Albany,  Oregon. — After  four  months'  work  at  Astoria,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Braun  was  sent  to  Albany  in  April  last ;  but  only  future  self-deny- 
ing labor  can  give  any  hope  of  success. 

Bangor,  Pa. — Some  advance,  but  hindered  by  lack  of  unity  and 
oo-working. 

Boulder,  Iowa. — After  quite  a  vacancy.  Rev.  W.  E.  Shaley  began 
there  March,  1887.    Boulder  and  Brandon  are  35  miles  apart 

Chambersburg,  Pa. — Rev.  M.  Z.  Hittel  took  charge  October  Ist, 
1886,  but  after  ten  months'  work  was  called  to  his  rest.  The  Mis- 
sion grew  and  prospered  greatly. 

Cleartrille,  Pa. — Self-denying  work  among  a  scattered  people. 
Two  Missionary  Societies  organized.    Many  hindrances  to  progress. 

Concord,  N.  C. — Progress  slow,  but  pastor  is  hopeful.  Members 
pay  liberally. 

Du  Bois,  Pa. — Cannot  expect  rapid  growth ;  but  prospects  are  fair. 

Duncannon,  Pa. — ^Rev.  8.  S.  Meyer  commissioned  December  1st, 
1886.    Considerable  outlay  for  improyements  at  Marysville. 

Dushore,  Pa. — ^Most  advance  is  in  building  a  much-needed  church 
at  Dushore,  and  finishing  one  at  Overton. 

East  Baltimore,  Md. — Congregation  organized  in  May  last.  At- 
tendance 25.    Need  their  own  church.    Prospects  fair. 

Eadon,  Pa. — ^Work  well  organized.  People  united.  Additions 
encouraging. 

Emporia,  Kan. — Rev.  R.  C.  Zartman,  of  Wooster,  Ohio,  is  com- 
missioned. 

BorrUburg,  Pa. — Besides  paying  on  parsonage  debt,  about  $1.50 
per  member  was  given  for  benevolence,  and  half  of  this  was  for 
home  missions. 

lynogene,  Iowa. — ^Vacant  all  the  year.  A  fine  opening,  but  where 
is  the  man? 

io2ti,  Kansas. — ^Hard  field,  30  miles  long.  Prospects  not  bright. 
Many  removals.     Finances  poor  because  crops  have  failed. 
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Johnstown,  Pa. — ^Additions,  fiDanoes  and  spirit  of  the  Mission  are 
hopeful.    Parsonage  and  better,  church  needed. 

Kansas  OUy,  Mo. — The  fruit  of  twenty  months'  work  here  is  a 
congregation  of  47  members  and  a  good  church  costing  $5090  (with 
a  debt  only  on  the  lot).  The  pastor  did  a  great  work  and  bore 
much  self-denial.    Prospects  fair. 

Lancaster,  Pa. — Membership  and  contributions  gradually  increas- 
ing.    Prospects  encouraging.      About  fifty  Germans,  late  of  St. 
John's  Church,  Lancaster,  have  had  regular  service  (paid  for  by 
themselves,)   without  interfering  with  the    established    order    of 
English  service. 

Lansdalcy  Pa, — Prospects  very  good. 

Latrobe,  Pa. — Bearing  a  financial  burden,  but  making  fair  pro- 
gress.   'Unity,  liberality,  and  co-working. 

Leighion,  Iowa. — Vacant  all  the  year,  but  good  prospects.  A 
pastor  will  soon  be  commissioned. 

lAsbon,  Iowa. — Became  a  mission  by  the  division  of  the  charge. 
Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse  commissioned  from  January,  1887.  Prospects 
very  fair. 

Liscomb,  Iowa. — Vacant  since  April  last    Active  members. 

Lock  Haven,  Pa. — ^Large  additions.  Debt  finally  paid.  Church 
improved.  People  united  and  active.  Country  congregation  is 
dying  out. 

Marietta,  Pa. — Rev.  D.  B.  Schneder  left  in  June  last,  and  Rev. 
B.  F.  Laury  took  charge  in  August. 

McKeesp&rt,  Pa. — Over  fifty  added  to  the  membership.  Hopeful 
future. 

Mt.  Jackson,  Va. — Great  need  of  church  and  parsonage.  Pro- 
gress slow  but  safe. 

Napa,  Cal. — Of  the  small  membership  three-fourths  are  in  the 
country.    Finances  embarrassing.     Future  doubtful. 

New  York,  N.  Y. — ^Aid  given  by  the  German  Board.  The  great 
event  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  of  the  church.  English  Sun- 
day-school in  the  morninjg,  German  in  the  afternoon.  Fiuaaces 
hopefiil.  About  twp  miles  away  pastor  Fox  has  opened  another 
Mission  to  save  many  of  his  families,  with  German  Bunday-echool 
in  the  morning  and  English  in  the  afternoon. 

Orbisonia,  Pa. — ^Vacant  six  months.    Pastor  Siegel  took  charge 
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January,  1887.    Not  promising,  but  hard  to  strengthen  by  recon- 
structiou. 

Phcmixville,  Pa. — Many  signs  of  progress.  Young  people  busy. 
Debt  becoming  smaller.    Systematic  giving  in  Sunday-school. 

Reading,  Pa. — Additions  at  Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  65.  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  100  members  organized.  Active  Aid  Society. 
Finances  good. 

Salem,  Oregon. — Pastor's  support  is  largely  from  the  parochial 
school.    Slow  progress,  but  faithful  work. 

San  Francisco,  CaL — Rev.  C.  M.  Schaaff  left  February  last.  Rev. 
C.  F.  A.  Huebner  has  charge  without  appropriation. 

ScoUdale,  Pa. — Small  growth  for  years,  but  a  promising  congrega- 
tion has  been  organized  at  Bethany  Station,  strengthening  the 
charge. 

Seattle,  W.  T. — Membership  small,  but  a  nucleus  and  foundation 
for  the  inture.  Prospects  are  not  to  be  measured  by  appearances 
of  to  day. 

Stafford,  Oregon. — A  year  of  sore  trials,  hence  little  progress. 
Weakened  by  removals.  Pastor  overworked  for  want  of  men. 
Tempted  by  calls  to  easier  fields,  but  he  stands  faithful  to  the  work 
in  the  outpost  of  the  Church.    Amid  all  hindrances  fruit  is  seen. 

Stockton,  CaL — Vacant  since  January  last. 

TimbervUle,  Va. — Hard,  slow  work,  but  reasonably  good  pros- 
pects. Lately  made  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  Dr. 
G.  H.  Martin. 

Washington,  D.  C — Beyond  statistics,  nothing  special  to  report. 
Slow  progress,  but  fair  prospects.  The  congregation  pays  an  aver- 
age of  $11.00  per  member. 

Wed  Philadelphia,  Pa. — Good  work.  Gradual  reduction  of  the 
debt  and  appropriation  shows  progress.' 

Wed  Union,  Oregon. — Served  part  of  the  year  by  Rev.  H.  Lies- 
man  without  appropriation.  He  has  been  commissioned  from  Octo- 
ber Ist,  1887. 

Wvchiia,  Kan. — Lot  paid,  and  $7,000  toward  new  church,  which 
is  under  roof.  Additions  and  finances  encouraging.  Pastor  Love 
preached  also  at  Cheney  every  two  weeks.  Members  at  Wichita, 
40 ;  at  Cheney,  20. 

WUkinshurg,  Pa. — ^Pastor  Freeman  took  charge  last  November, 
Growing  and  prosperous. 
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WilliaTMpart,  Pa, — Slow  but  healthy  progress.  For  interest,  debt, 
current  expenses,  and  alms,  the  members  averaged  $10  each. 

Wilton,  Iowa, — Growing  audiences,  larger  Sunday-school  and  fiiir 
prospects. 

Wmch&stery  Fa. — Smithfield  was  cut  off  last  winter  to  give  Win- 
chester more  service.  Toward  the  rebuilding  of  the  church  (whoae 
walls  are  becoming  unsafe)  pastor  Whitmore  raised  about  $800  hj 
subscriptions  payable  monthly;  but  discouraged  by  the  prospects 
he  lately  left  the  field. 

Woodherry,  Md. — ^A  model  Mission.  Self-helpful  and  prosper, 
ous.  Many  of  the  members  attend  catechization.  Many  Me»- 
eengers  (17)  are  taken.  The  alms  average  over  $2  per  member- 
and  congregational  expenses  average  $6  per  member. 

SUPERINTENDENT  8HUET. 

Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  spent  the  year  supplying  Emporia,  Kan  , 
working  in  the  interest  of  Wichita  University,  organizing  and  sup- 
plying Topeka,  Kan.,  visiting  other  Missions  and  exploring  various 
fields.  In  OttowH  County,  about  thirty  miles  from  Abilene,  Kan., 
he  lately  organized  a  congregation ;  and  another  at  Nelson,  Neb., 
whose  future  pastor  can  give  due  attention  to  surrounding  important 
points.  Lincoln,  Neb.,  the  capital  of  the  State,  should  at  once  have 
a  missionary.  Rev.  Frank  Wetzel,  President  of  Northern  Illinois 
College,  will,  in  a  few  months,  take  charge  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

OREGON. 

In  addition  to  the  Missions  enrolled,  Portland-Oregon  Classis  has 
several  large  mission  fields  without  pastors :  Astoria,  Stella,  Waehu> 
gal,  Sandy,  and  others.  In  the  lack  of  men,  these  must  necessarily 
Bufiler,  and  after  much  care  already  given  them,  it  is  a  pity  now  to 
lose  them. 

OFF  THE  BOLL. 

l*he  following  Missions  came  off  the  roll  during  the  year :  Cata- 
sauquay  Pa.,  by  self-support ;  OlencoCf  Pa,^  by  reconstruction ;  jBbutz- 
dale,  Pa.f  as  hopeless ;  also  the  Missions  around  Lincoln,  Neb.,  but 
we  must  have  a  man  in  the  city ;  LincolrUon,  N.  C,  by  self-support ; 
ManrCa  Choke,  Pa.,  by  self-support;  McConnellsburg,  Pa,,  referred 
to  Mercersburg  Classis  for  sustentation ;  Newton,  N.  C,  by  self-. 
support ;    Ridgely,  Md.,  and  Wyoming,  Del.,  by  reconstruction ; 
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Sharon,  Pa.,  by  self-Bupport ;    Stroudaburg,  Pa.,  by  self-Bupport : 
Tom's  Brook,  by  self-support. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  statistical  table  omits  all  these,  and 
hence  does  not  fully  show  the  work  of  the  year.  It  gives  only 
those  that  have'been  supported  and  are  continued. 

MISSIONS  ENROLLED. 

Albany,  Oregon ;  Boulder,  Iowa ;  Chambersburg,  Pa.;  East  Bal- 
timore, Md.  At  the  late  meeting  of  the  Board  the  following  were 
taken  under  our  care :  Plymouth,  Pa.;  Sioux  City,  Iowa ;  Hazleton, 
Pa.;  and  Freeland,  Pa. 

WORTHY  OF  PRAISE. 

It  is  just,  also,  to  call  attention  to  the  self-helpfulness  and  large 
giving  of  many  of  our  Missions,  as  you  may  see  by  examining  in 
detail  the  statistical  table.  Even  the  average  is  high.  For  congre- 
gational purposes  our  4,500  communicant  members  paid  $30,000,  an 
average  of  $6.50  per  member  (the  average  for  the  whole  Church  is 
less  than  $4.50) ;  and  for  benevolence  they  paid  $2,700,  an  average 
of  about  60  cents  per  member  (the  average  of  the  whole  Church  is 
but  little  more).  Who  will  say  these  people  are  not  helping  them- 
selves? 

EDITORIAL  WORK. 

The  Reformed  Missionary  Herald  has  been  published  during  the 
year,  and  frequent  missionary  articles  in  the  Messenger  and  Sunday- 
School  Treasury. 

SPECIAL  CHURCH  BUILDING  FUNDS. 

To  encourage  our  people  more  largely  to  support  this  work  and 
to  secure  the  return  of  such  monies,  the  Board  of  Missions  has 
adopted  the  following  plan  for  Special  Church-building  Funds : — 

1)  Each  Fund  shall  be  at  least  $500. 

2)  It  shall  bear  a  distinct  name,  that  of  the  giver  or  any  other 
name  he  may  choose,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Missions. 

8)  It  shall  be  under  the  care  and  control  of  this  Board. 

4)  It  shall  be  held  as  a  distinct  Fund ;  but  interest  paid  on  it 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  used  as  the  Board  may  see  fit. 

5)  It  shall  be  used  only  for  the  building  of  churchea  in  Missions 
under  this  Board. 

6)  No  Fund  and  no  part  of  any  Fund  shall  be  a  gift  to  the 
Mission ;  but  the  money  shall  always  be  loaned,  on  first  mortgage, 
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payable  within  ten  years,  in  such  instalments  and  at  such  rate  of 
interest  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  and  the  Mission. 

We  grateAiliy  report  three  such  Funds  already  on  hand,  secured 
during  the  year.  They  bear  the  following  names :  The  First  Special 
Church-building  Fund ;  The  Virginia  Classis  Church-building  Fund ; 
The  Emanuers  Church-building  Fund  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

We  ask  the  Bjmods  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Classes  to  this  plan, 
urging  them  to  aid  in  increasing  the  number  of  such  Special  Funds. 

OUB  INCOME. 

The  income  of  the  year  has  by  no  means  been  satisfactory, 
because  far  short  of  our  needs.  The  Board  asked  for  $22,000  for 
missions,  and  received  only  $18,272,  much  less  than  what  was 
needed ;  and  95,000  for  church-building,  but  received  less  than  half 
this  amount  from  the  Classes.  The  large  income  of  June  includes 
the  $1442  legacy  of  Miss  McClellan,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa.  The 
monthly  income  is  as  follows : 

Sept  15th  to  Oct  15th,  . 
Oct  15th  to  Nov.  15th, . 
Nov.  15th  to  Dec.  15th,  . 
Dec.  15th  to  Jan.  15th, . 
Jan.  15th  to  Feb.  15th,  . 
Feb.  15th  to  Mar.  15th,  . 
Mar.  15th  to  April  15th, 
April  15th  to  May  15th, . 
May  15th  to  June  15th,  . 
June  15th  to  July  15th,  . 
July  15th  to  Aug.  15th,  . 
Aug.  15th  to  Sept  20th,    , 

In  view  of  this  fact,  which  is  simply  a  repetition  of  old  expe- 
riences, should  we  not  seriously  ask  whether  our  present  plan  of 
benevolent  finances  is  wise  and  good?  Should  we  not  seriously 
challenge  even  an  old  method  that  has  always  been  unsatisfactory 
because  of  small  results?  In  other  words,  if  systematic  getting  of 
money  is  practical  and  effectual  in  the  business  of  the  world,  would 
it  not  be  thus  also  in  the  Lord's  business  7 
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URaiNUS  UNIOlf. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of  Ursinus  Union,  reports 
that  he  paid  out  during  the  year  $1652.85,  as  follows: 

8t  Mark's  Chapel,  in  Lebanon,  Pa., $761.05 

Rev.  L.  K  Derr,  Reading,  Pa., 150.00 

Rev.  Dr.  J.  Kuelling,  Lancaster,  Pa., 100.00 

Mission  Board  of  Ohio  Synod, , 167.00 

Grace  Mission,  Philadelphia, 50.00 

Kansas  City  Mission, 40.00 

Templeman  Chapel, 224.80 

Rev.  G.  B.  Seibel,  Harrisburg, 150.00 

Rev.  F.  R.  Schwedes, 10.00 

Total, $1652.85 

He  adds  that  the  amount  unappropriated  to  the  St,  Mark's  and 
Templeman  Chapels  was  contributed  by  the  First  Church  of  Leba- 
non, within  whose  bounds  these  chapels  are  located. 

THE  AMOUNT  N££D£D  FOB  THE  OOMIKG  TEAR. 

For  the  work  of  the  coming  year  the  Board  respectfully  asks  the 
Synods  again  for  $22,000  for  the  support  of  the  missionaries,  and 
$5,000  for  church-building,  as  follows : 

Far  Missions— Synod  of  the  United  States,  $12.000 ;  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh,  $4,500 ;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $5,500. 

For  Churchrbuilding — Synod  of  the  United  States,  $2,500 ;  Synod 
of  Pittsburgh,  $1,000;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $1,500. 

In  looking  over  the  work  of  the  year  we  find  in  the  growth  and 
prospects  of  our  Missions  and  in  the  spirit  of  our  people  reason  for 
encouragement ;  and  we  hopefully  commit  our  work  to  Him  whose 
we  are  and  whom  we  serve,  praying  for  His  blessing. 

Respectfully  submitted,  A.  C.  Whitmsr, 

Superintendent  of  Missions, 

m.  REFOBT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 
I  beg  leave  to  present  my  fourteenth  annual  report,  showing 
the  finances  of  the  Board,  firom  September  15,  1886,  to  September 
20,  1887. 

Moneys  were  received  and  disbursements  made  for  Home  Missions, 
Church-building,  Washington  Mission,  etc.,  as  follows: 
4 
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HOME  MISSIONS. 

Synod  of  the  United  States. 
Received  of  the  QaaaiB  of  Philadelphia,  .   •   .  $320  68 
t«  "  «      Tohickon,   ....    618  15 

«  «  <*      Goshenhoppeo,  .   .  1126  84 

«<  «  «<      East  Pennsylvania,  1191  78 

u  «  "     Lebanon,     ....    561  68 

a         «•  "     SchuylkUl,  .   .   .    .  1898  05 

(I  «  *<      Lancaster,  .   •   •   •    875  50 

u  «  "      East  Susquehanna,    981  53 

ti  «  "      West  Susquehanna,    922  50 

«      Lehigh, 846  58 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States, .    $9343  29 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 
Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  .   .   .  $1889  25 

'<  **    Sundry  Sources, 122  63 

Total  from  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 2011  88 

Synod  of  the  PoUmuu^ 
Received  of  the  Qassis  of  Maryland,   .   .   •    $1518  65 
«  ««  "      Mercersburg,  .   .   .    684  04 

it  «<  "      Juniata, 963  72 

«      Carlisle, 318  89 

K  a  ««      Zion, 55  50 

it         "  "     Gettysburg,    .   .   -    531  67 

«  ««  "     Virginia,     ....    369  38 

it  «i  «      North  Carolina, .   .      64  21 

u  •«  "      Iowa, 75  00 

^t  «  "      Portland— Oregon,      59  25 

u  «  "     San  Francisco,  .   .      39  75 

Total  from  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, .   .   .    4680  01 

Miscellaneous  Sources. 

Interest  on  Gruber  Legacy, $118  75 

Welker  Legacy  on  account, 100  00 

Uhler  Legacy. 950  00 

Sundry  Persons, ^^  ^ 

Baknce  in  Treasury,  Sept.  15, 1886,  ....    1052  08 
Total  from  Miscellaneous  Sources,  ....    2236  83 

Total  from  all  sources, $18,272  01 
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Disbursements. 
Orders  of  the  Board  paid  during  the  year,  .  $15,259  06 
Orders  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Pittsburgh 

Synod, 1889  25 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  Sept.  20, 1887,    .       1123  70 
Total, $18,272  01 

Church-building.* 
.    Balance  in  the  Treasury  Sept.  15, 1886,  ...  533  11 

Received  for  Abilene,  Kansas, S407  27 

"  Kansas  Qty,  Mo., 190  29 

"  Wichita,  Kansas, 368  00 

965  56 

"  Christ  Church,  Allentown,  Pa  , .  400  00 

from   East  Susquehanna  Classis  on 
Gelbach  Claim, $48  00 

Received  from  Philadelphia  Classis  on  the  same,      96  00 

144  00 

Miss  McClellan  Legacy, 1442  06 

for  Wichita  University, 160  00 

Martha  Memorial  Church,  N.  Y.,  19  63 

First  Special  Church-building  Fund,  500  00 

from  various  Classes  and  individuals,  1117  51 


« 


«        it 

«< 


Total  from  all  sources, (5281  87 

JDidmrsemenis, 
Paid  Christ  Church,  Allentown,  Pa.,    ....  S400  00 
**     West  Philadelphia  Mission,  interest,    .    .      86  00 

"     New  York  Mission,  interest, 60  00 

**     Amount  received  for  New  York  Mission,      19  63 
••  "  "         "   Wichita  University,   160  00 

for  York  Chapel, 225  00 

interest  on  Elansas  City  loan,    .   .       .    .      67  50 
*•     Amount  received  for  First  Special  Church- 
building  Fund, 50  00 

**     Amount  received  for  Wichita  Mission,    .    440  00 

"    Kansas  City  Mission,  190  29 

•  In  additloii  to  the  receipts  acknowledged  In  the  body  of  the  Report,  the  Tre«»arer 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  $600  for  a  Third  Special  Bailding  Fand,  from  Emanuera 
K«fonned  Church,  of  HanoTer,  Pa. 
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Paid  Amount  received  for  Abilene  Mission,    .  $417  27 
Balance  in  Treasury  Sept  20, 1 887,  is  as  follows : 

Gelbach  Claim, 144  00 

McClellan  Legacy, 1442  06 

First  Special  Church-building  Fund,    ....    500  00 
Virginia  Classis        "  .  "        .....  500  00 

Uhler  Legacy, 880  00 

Undesignated, 200  12 

Total  balance  in  Treasury, 3166  18 

$5281  87 
Washmfftan  Mission  Fund. 

Balance  in  Treasury  Sept.  16, 1886, $  33  00 

Received  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,    .    .    172  68 

Total  for  Washington  Mission, $205  68 

By  amount  paid  Mrs.  A.  V.  L.  Miller  on  note 

against  the  Board, 205  68 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Wm.  H.  Seibebt,  Treasurer. 

We,  the  undersigned^  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  audit  the 
account  of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  respectfully 
report  that  we  have  attended  to  the  duty  enjoined  upon  us  and  find 
the  Treasurer's  account  correct,  with  balances  in  the  several  funds  as 
stated  therein,  namely: 

For  Missions, $1123  70 

For  Church-building, 3166  18 

Rev.  C.  R.  Dieffenbacheb, 

B.  S.  Kelleb,  )■  Auditors. 

J.  M.  Schick. 

IV.   TO  THE  SYNOD  OF  THE  BEFOBMED  GHUBCH  IN  TBE 

UNITED  STATES. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren : 

In  the  providence  of  Ood,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  transmit 
to  your  reverend  body,  a  report  of  the  progress  and  prospects  of  our 
Mission  in  Japan.  The  hand  that  wrote  the  last  annual  report  is 
silent  in  death,  and  the  whole  Church  mourns  the  loss  of  the  late 
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efficient  Secretary.  You  will  pardon  my  reference  to  a  coincidence, 
which  to  me  18  remarkable,  since  I  have  been  chosen  the  successor  of 
dear  Doctor  Johnston.  By  a  singular  providence,  I  was  the  last 
friend  to  visit  this  good  brother  before  he  died.  I  felt  that  the  place 
was  holy,  for  the  angels  were  already  waiting  to  bear  his  spirit  into 
the  home  of  the  blest.  When  I  bade  him  the  final  farewell,  he  gave 
me  his  usual  blessing  at  parting :  '*  The  Lord  be  with  you."  And  now, 
I  pray  God,  that  his  mantle  may  have  fallen  on  me  then  and  there. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  furnish  an  accurate  report  of  the  constantly 
growing  work  in  Japan.  The  experiences  are  so  varied  and  the 
conversions  are  so  many,  that  a  new  statement  becomes  needful 
every  day. 

The  little  tract,  which  I  enclose  for  your  consideration,  will  give 
yoa  some  idea  of  our  present  interests  in  Japan.  Our  church  has 
done  a  great  and  noble  work  there  in  a  short  time.  Let  us  thank 
the  Lord  for  it. 

The  Board  feels  the  importance  of  increasing  our  present  force  in 
order  to  reap  a  large  harvest  of  soub  in  that  heathen  Empire. 
Time  is  precious  everywhere,  but  it  is  especially  precious  in  Japan. 
We  cannot  tell  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 

We  have  met  an  urgent  demand  by  establishing  a  Girls'  school 
at  Sendai,  but  we  need  the  proper  buildings  to  carry  out  our  grand 
project  In  a  recent  letter,  one  of  the  lady  teachers,  Miss  Lizzie  R. 
Poorbaugh  writes,  "  Only  yesterday,  I  was  told  on  good  authority, 
that  the  Educational  department  of  the  Government  is  only  waiting 
to  give  us  a  chance,  and,  that  if  we  do  not  improve  our  chance  at  an 
early  day,  a  Government  school  for  girls  will  be  opened.  Such  an 
event  would  work  a  complete  change  in  our  affairs."  I  fear,  if  the 
Government  will  start  a  rival  school  at  Sendai,  it  will  impede  our 
mission  work. 

Dear  Brethren,  God's  kingdom  will  come  in  Japan  as  it  has  come 
in  America,  but  whether  we,  as  a  church,  will  receive  the  blessing 
from  the  Lord  for  its  coming,  depends  upon  a  right  use  of  our  golden 
opportunities.  It  seems  to  me  our  church  cannot  withdraw  from  and 
will  not  tarry  in  the  present  conflict  of  light  against  darkness  among 
that  mteresting  and  promising  people. 

Japan  is  on  the  eve  of  a  mighty  change.  There  is  no  other  nation 
in  the  wide,  wide  world,  that  bids  so  fair  to  enlist  itself  under  the 
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crimson  banner  of  King  Immanuel.  Japan  is  ripe  fur  the  Christian 
religion.  Eouls  hunger  for  the  bread  of  life.  Crowds  gather  even 
in  theatres  to  hear  the  preachers  of  the  Word.  Delay  to  supply 
them  with  the  Gospel  is  dangerous.  Do  we  realize  our  solemn  responsi- 
bility  f     Will  we  help  to  make  Japan  a  Christian  nation  f 

Let  me  earnestly  commend  the  glorioAs  cause,  which  our  Senior 
Missionary — the  Rev.  A.  D.  Gring,  will  present  to  you  at  this  meet- 
ing. He, ''  a  beloved  brother  and  faithful  minister  in  the  Lord/' 
will  "  make  known  to  you  all  things ;  whom  '  we '  have  sent  unto 
you  for  the  same  purpose,  that  ye  might  know  our  afiairs,  and  that 
He  might  comfort  your  hearts."  May  His  presence  amongst  you 
feed  the  sacred  flame  of  missions  in  your  hearts. 

Thanking  you  for  your  liberality  in  the  past,  and  believing  that 

you  will  abound  in  this  grace  also  in  the  future,  we  commit  our 

Foreign  cause  to  the  Lord,  to  whom  be  all  the  glory. 

Affectionately  yours, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew, 

Secretary  Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
PoUsville,  Pft.,  Oct.  19, 1887. 

V.  REPORT  ON  MISSIOira. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  reported  during  the  sessions 

on  Monday.  '  The  report  was  taken  up,  acted  on  item  by  item,  acd 

finally  adopted  as  a  whole.     The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Your  Standing  Committee  on  Missions,  Home  and  Foreign, 

would  offer  the  following  on  the  papers  referred  to  it  for  your 

consideration : 

Home  Missions. 

i.  reports  of  the  board. 
The  Missionary  operations  of  this  Synod  are  set  forth  iu  the 
Reports  of  the  Superintendent  and  Treasurer  of  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board.  From  these  documents  we  learn  that  eleven  missions  have 
been  taken  off  the  roll  during  the  year,  either  by  becoming  aelf- 
sustaining  or  by  reconstruction ;  that  the  Board  now  has  fifly  mis- 
sions under  its  care,  six  of  which  are  vacant;  that  the  contributions 
of  this  Synod  to  the  Board  amounted  to  $9,343.29,  about  20  per 
cent,  less  than  was  asked  for.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  three 
special  church-building  funds  of  $500  each  have  been  secured  to  be 
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loaned  to  missions  for  a  term  of  years.  The  Bnperintendent  also 
recommends  that  more  systematic  methods  be  introduced  for  gather- 
ing missionary  offerings.  To  carry  forward  its  work  for  the  coming 
year  the  Board  asks  of  this  Synod  the  sum  of  $12,000  for  missions, 
and  $2500  for  church  extension.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  recom- 
mendations we  propose  the  following  for  adoption : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  express  our  gratitude  to  Almighty 
God  for  the  humble  part  this  Synod  has  been  enabled  to  take  in  the 
promulgation  of  the  Gospel  and  the  evangelization  of  the  country, 
and  that  we  invoke  the  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church 
upon  all  our  missions  and  missionaries. 

2.  Resolvedy  That  the  Classes  of  the  Synod  be  requested  to  make 
earnest  efforts  to  introduce  into  all  their  congregations  systematic 
methods  for  gathering  missionary  offerings  and  spreading  missionary 
intelligence.  For  these  purposes  we  recommend  missionary  societies, 
the  circulation  of  missionary  papers  and  the  envelope  system. 

3.  Resolved,  That  special  church-building  funds,  to  be  used  as 
loans  to  missions,  are  the  most  satisfactory  forms  of  aid  in  church 
extension,  and  we  therefore  appeal  to  our  classes,  congregations  and 
people  to  create  as  many  such  as  their  means  will  allow. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $12,000  for  missions  and  $2500  for 
church  extension  be  apportioned  among  the  Classes  as  follows : 

For  For  Chvreh 

Hiuions.    Building  Parpona. 

Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania, $1415  $295 

«  Philadelphia, 716  149 

«  Lebanon, 1423  297 

"  Lancaster, 763  158 

''  East  Susquehanna, 741  154 

••  West          "            786  164 

**  Goshenhoppen, 1150  240 

•*  Tohickon, 1075  225 

"  Lehigh, 1730  360 

"  Schuylkill, 1460  304 

"  Wyoming, 741  154 

$12,000      $2500 

5.  Whereas,  The  Superintendent  of  Missions  has  stated  to  the 
Svnod  that  in  addition  to  the  usual  income  of  the  Board  for  several 
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jears  past,  we  need  HdfiOO  more  this  year,  to  pay  all  indebtedness 
to  our  missionaries  up  to  October  1, 1888, 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  are  earnestly  urged  to  make  special 
efforts  to  secure  the  full  amount  of  their  apportionment 

II.   REQUBBTB  OF  THB  BOARD. 

1.  The  Board  requests  permission  to  transfer  its  missions  in  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon  to  either  the  Board  of  the  Synod  of  the  North- 
west and  the  Central  Synod,  or  to  the  Board  of  the  German  Synod 
of  the  East,  with  the  promise  of  $2000  annual  support  for  three 
years,  said  sum  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  accepting  Board 
in  quarterly  payments  of  $500  each,  and  that  any  trust  funds  which 
the  Board  has  invested  in  these  missions  shall  be  secured  to  their 
original  objects. 

In  answer  to  this  request 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  be  authorized  to  make  a  transfer  of  its 
missions  in  California  and  Oregon  to  either  of  the  German  Boards 
on  the  terms  set  forth  in  their  request  to  the  Synod. 

2.  A  request  that  Synod  take  such  action  as  will  provide  the  funds 
necessary  to  carry  out  its  action  of  last  year,  promising  to  the  Church 
of  the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia,  $2000  toward  its  church  debt. 

Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Missions  be  requested  to  pay  to  the 
Church  of  fhe  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia,  $606  by  February  1, 
1888,  out  of  church-building  fiinds  that  may  have  been  contributed 
by  this  Synod,  and  thereafter  annually,  as  much  as  may  be  needed 
to  carry  out  the  original  promise  of  this  Synod  to  the  Church  of  the 
Strangers. 

3.  An  overture  from  the  executive  council  of  the  Board  of  Af  is- 
sions,  requesting  Synod  to  require  the  members  elected  by  it  on  said 
Board,  to  remain  at  the  annual  meeting  a  sufficient  length  of  time 
to  attend  deliberately  to  all  the  business  that  claims  their  attention. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod's  members  c  f  the  Bi)ard  of  Missions  be 
enjoined  to  give  sufficient  time  to  their  duties  as  members  to  enable 
the  Board  to  attend  to  all  its  business  with  deliberation  and  thor- 
oughness. 

4.  The  Board  requests  the  co-operation  of  the  members  of  the 
church  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  bill  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  reimburse  Winchester  Charge  for  damages  done  to  its  church 
by  its  occupany  by  United  States  troops  during  the  war. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Synod,  recogniziDg  the  justice  of  the  claim, 
endorses  the  efforts  of  the  Reformed  Congregation  of  Winchester, 
Virginia,  to  have  itself  reimbursed  by  the  Congress  of  the  Uuited 
States  for  the  damages  which  the  church-building  sustained  through 
its  occupancy  by  United  States  troops  during  the  war. 

Resolved^  That  the  Classes  and  congregations  of  the  Synod  be 
requested  to  use  their  influence  with  the  members  of  Congress  resid- 
ing in  their  midst  to  secure  the  passage  of  such  a  bill. 

Resolved,  That  the  officers,  of  Synod  be  instructed  to  furnish  the 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  which  D.  S.  Keller  is  chair- 
man, an  official  copy  of  this  action,  with  the  seal  of  Synod  attached. 

III.   UNIFICATION  OP   MISSIONARY  OPERATIONS. 

1.  In  response  to  the  request  of  the  General  Synod  for  a  unifica- 
tion of  the  missionary  operations  of  the  church,  we  recommend  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  the  unification  of  our  Home  Mission  work  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee,  to  report  at  the  next  annual  session 
of  the  Synod. 

IV.  women's  missionary  societies. 

The  General  Synod  encourages  the  formation  of  Women's  Mis- 
sionary Societies,  congregational,  classical,  and  synodical ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  all  our  Classes  be  requested  to  organize  Classical 
Women's  Missionary  Societies  and  to  secure  the  organization  of  con- 
gregational societies  in  all  the  churches  within  their  bounds. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Classical  Societies  of  the  Synod  be  invited 
to  send  at  least  two  delegates  to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Synod  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Synodical  Women's  Missionary  Society. 

Foreign  Missions. 

With  reference  to  the  great  cause  of  Foreign  Missions  the  follow- 
ing papers  were  placed  in  our  hands:  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  inclosing  an  appeal  of  their  Executive 
Committee ;  also,  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Central  Synod 
lately  convened  in  Cleveland,  O. 

These  documents  confirm  the  assurance  that  the  Board  is  engaged 
in  a  most  successful  work  in  the  Empire  of  Japan.  Its  very  success, 
however,  increases  the  solemn  responsibility  for  new  and  enlarged 
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effort.  We  are  also  admonished  to  use  great  care  in  the  management 
of  everything  connected  with  the  far-reaching  and  most  responsible 
work.  We  submit  the  following  resolutions,  in  part  a  reiteration  of 
Synod's  action  last  year,  ds  covering  the  whole  ground : 

1.  Reaolved,  That  Synod,  with  thankfulness  to  Grod,  rejoices  in  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  our  foreign  mission,  and  commends  its  mis- 
sionaries and  their  work  to  the  care  and  blessing  of  the  Great  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  souls. 

2.  Resolved,  That  Synod  renewedly  commends  our  foreign  mis- 
sion to  the  cordial  sympathy  and  prayers  of  our  churches  and  people, 
and  asks  their  timely  and  liberal  offerings  for  its  support. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  pressing  need  of  suitable  buildings 
for  our  Female  School  at  Sendai,  an  earnest  appeal  be  made  to  all 
those  whom  the  Lord  has  blessed  with  means  to  make  special  offer- 
ings without  delay  for  the  purpose,  and  that  this  resolution  be  pub- 
lished in  the  papers  of  the  church. 

4.  Resolved^  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  fidelity  as  well  as 
the  ability  of  our  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  that  we  will  con- 
tinue to  implore  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  upon  all  their  deliberations, 
that  they  may  at  all  times  come  to  right  conclusions  which  may  lead 
to  still  greater  success,  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souk 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  T.  Spangler,  Chairman, 

The  Special  Committee,  called  for  in  this  report,  to  whom  the 
resolution  on  the  unification  of  Home  Mission-work  was  referred, 
consists  of  Revs.  John  H.  Sechler,  John  A.  Peters,  C.  S.  Grerhard, 
and  Elders  John  W.  Bickel  and  Hiram  C.  Hoover, 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Rev.  Henry  T.  Spangler  was 
referred  to  the  aforesaid  Committee  for  considenUion : 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod's  members  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Board  of 
Missions  be  instructed  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  have  the  missions 
now  operated  by  it,  beyond  our  bounds,  conveyed  to  the  Board  of 
the  General  Synod,  and  that  hereafter  it  shall  not  undertake  missions 
beyond  its  own  bounds. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  Synod  be  instructed  tp  appoint  two 
men  from  among  the  delegates  who  shall  be  elected  to  the  next 
Synod  to  address  it  on  the  subject  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions, 
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Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  Supt  of  Missions,  briefly  addressed  Synod 
in  regard  to  the  necessity  of  supporting  the  cause  of  missions  more 
liberally.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  President  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, addressed  the  Synod  concerning  the  claims  of  the  Winchester 
Charge  against  the  United  States  for  damages  incurred  on  its  church 
property  during  the  war. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  authorized  to  send  a  circular  in  behalf  of 
this  Synod,  to  all  its  ministers  and  charges  appealing  for  oflTerings 
toward  the  immediate  relief  of  the  Treasury  of  our  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions. 


ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Nominations  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     The  report  is  the  following : 

Annual  Beport  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod, 

The  undersigned  was  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod,  to  report  that  £a£t  Susquehanna  Classis  is  in  arrears  on 
Contingent  Fund  of  Synod,  $63.00  for  1885,  and  $99.00  for  1886. 
Total  $162.00. 

The  Board  is  at  present  constituted  of  the  following  persons : 

Rev.  Jonathan  R  Hiester.D.D.,  whose  term  expires  Jan.  1, 1888. 

Elder  John  Meily,  "  "  "  i 

Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz,  "  "  "  "  1890. 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,  "  "  "  •*  1891. 

Elder  D.  B.  Mauger,  *»  "  "  "  1892. 

The  term  of  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  DD.,  will  expire  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1888.  The  Board  nominated  Rev.  George  B.  Resser  and 
Rev.  J.  £L  Pannebecker,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  elected  to  fill  said 
vacancy.  Respectfully  submitted. 

John  W.  Steinmetz,  President, 

John  Meily,  Trea^urer,  in  account  vdth  the  Reformed  Church  in 

the  United  States, 
contingent  fund  account. 
1886.                                         Dr. 
Oct.      11.  To  balance  in  hand $  6  65 
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1887. 

Jany.     10.  Cash    from    Rev.    T.    8.  Jphnston, 

treasurer  Lebanon  Classis  ....         50  00 
July     13.  Cash  from  James  T.  Reber,  treas- 
urer SchuylkUl  Classis 92  00 

"       16.  Cash  from  Rev*  T.  O.  Stem,  treasurer 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis  ....         84  00 
Aug.     12.  Cash  from  H.  C.  Hoover,  treasurer 

Philadelphia  Classis 44  00 

16.  Cash  from  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  treas- 
urer West  Susquehanna  Classis  .    .         49  00 
18.  Cash  from  I.  6.  Gerhart,  treasurer 

Tohickon  Classis 64  00 

31.  Cash  from  D.  B.  Mauger,  treasurer 

Goehenhoppen  Classis  ......         72  00 

Sept.     15.  Cash  from  Rev.  T.  Kessler,  treasurer 

Lebanon    Claris 99  00 

"      "      Cash  from  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 

treasurer  Lancaster  Classis  .   •    .   •         45  00 
"     28.    Cash  from  Rev.  N.  S.  Strassbiarger, 

D.D.,  treasurer   Lehigh  Classis  .    .       106  00 
Oct.    17.  Balance  due  treasurer 6  88 
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$718  03 


1887.  Cb. 

Jany.     26.  By  cash  to  Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  .  • 

clerk  of  Synod,  on  account ....  55  00 
July     13.  By  cash  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Superin- 
tendent and  treasurer  Publication 

Board,  on    account 92  00 

"      14.    By  cash  to  Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  on 

account 84  00 

Aug.     12.  By  cash  to  Publication  Board  ...  44  00 

"      16.  "  •'  "  49  00 

"      18.  "  "  "  64  00 

"      31.  "  "  "  72  00 

Sept    16.  "  "  '•  99  00 

•♦      16.  By  cash  Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  balance  48  84 
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Sept.     28.  By  cash  to  Publication   Board   od 

account 106  00 

Oct.     17.  By  cash  Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz, 

expenses    • 2  22 

"       17.  By  cash  D.  B.Mauger,  expenses  .   .  1  97 

$718  03 
1887. 

Oct.     17.  By  balance  due  treasurer 6  38 

seminary  and  gerhard  fund. 

1887.  Dr. 

Jany.  15.  To  cash  six  months'  interest,  Harris- 
burg  City  Bonds,  Gerhard  Legacy.  9  00 

Feb.       2.  To  cash  from  I.  Mumma,  six  months* 

interest  part  Kieffer  Legacy  .    .    .       125  00 

Mch.    29.  To  cash  from  Leonard  Mountz,  six 

months'  interest  part  Kieffer  Legacy      112  50 

Mch.      1.  To  cash  from  C.  P.  Sherk,  mortgage 

Cook    Legacy     returned 1200  00 

Mch.      1.  To  cash  from  C.  P.  Sherk,  one  year's 

interest  on  same 60  00 

July    28.  To  cash  Gerhard  Legacy,  six  months' 

interest  Harrisburg  City  Bonds  .    .  9  00 

Aug.     17.  To  cash  from  estate  I.  Mumma,  six 

months' interest  part  Kieffer  Legacy      125  00 

Oct.       1.  To  cash  from  Leonard  Mountz,  six 

months'  interest  part  Kieffer  Legacy     112  50 
"      "      To  cash  from  St.  John's  Congrega- 
tion six  months*  interest  mortagage 
CookLegacy 30  00 

$1783  00 
1887.  Cb. 

Mch.  1.  By  cash  to  St  John's  Congrega- 
gation,  Lebanon,  first  mortgage  on 
parsonage,  Cook  Legacy 1200  00 

May.  4.  By  cash  to  John  B.  Roth,  treasurer 
Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster, 
six  months'  iuterest  Kieffer  Legacy       237  50 


((  « 
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May    4.     By  cash  to  John  B.  Both,  one  year's 

interest  Cook  Legacy 60  00 

Oct.     11.  By  cash  to  John  B.  Roth,  treasurer 

six  months'  interest  Kiefier  Legacy     237  50 
By  cash    to    John    B.    Roth,    six 
months'  interest  Cook  Legacy  .    .  30  00 

15.  By  cash  Rudolph  Kelker,  treasurer 

Board  Foreign  Missions 6  00 

*'      «     By   cash   to   William   H.   Seibert, 

treasurer  Board  Home  Missions  .  6  00 

"      "      By  cash  to  Rev.  C  G.  Fisher,  treas- 
urer Board  B.  Education  ....  6  00 

$1783  00 

wichita  university  fund. 
1886.  Dr. 

Oct.     28.  To  cash  from  Rev.    L.   J.   Mayer, 

Boyertown  Charge 50  00 

1887. 

Mch.       8,  To  cash  from  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker, 

Shamokin  Charge 100  00 

"       18.  To  cash  from  I.  G.  Gerhart,  treas- 
urer Tohickon  Classis 58  00 

"       26.  To  cash  from  I.  6.  Gerhart,  treas- 
urer Tohickon  Classis 40  00 

"       29,  To  cash  from  I.  G.  Gerhart,  treas- 
urer Tohickon  Classis  ..«..•         50  00 
«       31.  To     cash     from    Rev.    Samuel  G. 

Wagner,  D.  D 50  00 

April    2.  To  cash  from  Rev.  T.  8.  Johnston, 

B.D.,  treasurer  Lebanon  Classis  .       300  00 
"        4.  To  cash  from  I.  G.  Gerhart,  treas- 
urer Tohickon  Classis 352  00 

"      11.  To  cash  from  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas, 

treasurer  West  Susquehanna  Classis        45  31 
"      15.  To  cash  from  Rev  T.  O.  Stem,  treas- 
urer East  Pennsylvania  Classis  .    .  55  73 
"       23.  To  cash  from  George  Hill,  treasurer 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  ....  11  00 
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May      4.  To  cash  from  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  treas- 
urer East  Pennsylvania  ClassiB  .   •         209  27 
"       12.  To   cash  from  Rev.   W.  A,   Haas, 

treasurer  West  Susquehanna  Classis         47  00 

July    28.  To  cash  from   Rev.    W,  A.   Haas, 

treasurer  West  Susquehanna  Classis         56  27 

Oct      8.  To  cash  from    Rev.  W.  A.  Haas, 


treasurer  "MV 

est  Si 

asq 

uehanna  Classis 
Cr. 

38  17 

1887. 

^k*k\Jlt     to 

Mch. 

31. 

By 

cash  to  Rev. 

D. 

B.  Shuey  .   . 

298  00 

April 

2. 

7. 

it 

ti 
it 

ti 
tt 

a 
it 

350  00 
352  00 

i€ 

18. 

it 

a 

it 

ti 

101  04 

May 
July 
Oct. 

21. 
28. 
11. 

a 
it 
tt 

a 
ti 
it 

it 
it 
it 

ti 
it 
tt 

267  27 

66  27 

37  17 
81462  75 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted- 

John  Meily,  Treasurer. 
October  17,  1887. 

The  Auditing  Committee  would  respectfully  report,  that  they 
have  ezammed  the  Treasurer's  report,  and  his  vQucbers,  and  find  the 
same  correct  J.  E.  Hiester, 

D.  B.  Mauoer. 
Unpaid   apportionments  East  Sus- 
quehanna Classis,  Minutes  of  Synod, 

1885,  page    64 63.00 

Minutes  of  Synod,  1886,  page  61  .  99.00 

$162.00 

Unpaid  claims  to  balance  due  Pub- 
lication Board $68  50 

Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Deficit  to  Wichita  University* 
Your  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  Synod, 
to  secure  from  the  several  classes  composing  this  Synod  the  sum  of 
$840,  the  amount  needed  to  complete  the  appropriation  made 
for  Wichita  University,  has  submitted  the  following :  The  com- 
mittee held  no  meeting  during  the  year.  For  lack  of  information 
we  cannot    report  what    has    been    accomplished    by   individual 
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members  of  the  Committee.  Only  for  three  Classes  can  we  speak. 
Very  little  was  secured  in  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  and  in  Phila-^ 
delpbia  Classis  nothing  beyond  the  sum  for  which  pastors  and 
elders  on  the  floor  of  Synod,  obligated  their  congregations,  and  the 
sums  which  as  donations  had  previously  been  given  by  persons 
within  the  bounds  of  said  classes.  For  East  Susquehanna  Qaasis  we 
report,  that  in  addition  to  the  payments  of  pledges  made  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  Synod  in  Philadelphia,  t400  was  apportioned 
on  the  several  charges  of  Classis. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  O.  Stem, 
John  H.  Sechi^eb, 
Thomas  J.  Hagkeb. 

The  foregoing  report  was  adopted,  and  the  deficit  of  $840,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  Classes. 

Report  an  Finance, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  report,  which  was  taken 
up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report : 

The  following  documents  and  items  were  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee: 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod. 

3.  Contingent  Fund  of  this  Synod. 

4.  Apportionment  of  Contingent  Fund  of  General  Synod. 

5.  Apportionment  of  General  Synod  for  Bohemia  Church  aid. 

6.  Harbor  Mission  apportionment  for  three  years. 

7.  Balance  of  principal  and  interest  due  on  Bond  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  Synod  to  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

8.  Salary  of  the  Teacher  of  Elocution  and  of  Dr.  Gast. 

9.  Synod's  Pledge  to  Wichita  University. 

10.  Arrearage  on  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod  on  the  part  of  £ast 
Susquehanna  Classis  to  the  ammount  of  $162.00  for  1885  and  1886. 
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Your  committee  have  apportioned  the  followiDg  amount  among 

the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod  on  the  basis  of  Communicant 
Members. 

1.  Contingent  Fund  of  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in   the 
United  States,  estimated  amount  necessary,  S900. 

East  Penna.    Classis $113  00 

Lebanon             '*        116  00 

Philadelphia      "        49  00 

Lancaster           '*        56  00 

East  Sueque.      "        •  54  00 

West  Susque.      "        53  00 

Goshenhoppen    "        .    .^ 80  00 

Tohickon            "        82  00 

Lehigh               «        131  00 

Schuylkill          " 112  00 

Wyoming           "        54  00 

2.  Contingent  Fund  of  General  Synod,  $1064.42. 

East  Penna.  Classis S135  00 

Lebanon             "        138  00 

Philadelphia      "        ...•••...  59  00 

Lancaster           "        67  00 

East  Susque.       "        64  60 

West  Susque.     "        64  00 

Goshenhoppen    "        96  00 

Tohickon           "        98  00 

Lehigh               "        155  00 

Schuylkill          "        124  00 

Wyoming           «        64  50 

3.  Bohemia  Church  aid,  $342. 

East  Penna.    Classis $44  00 

Lebanon             " 45  00 

PhUadelphia      "        18  00 

•      Lancaster           "        27  OO 

East  Susque.     "        .........  20  50 

West  Susque.     "        20  00 

Goshenhoppen    "       •  30  Oa 
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Tohickon  ClasBis       .  • •  31  00 

Lehigh            *'          50  00 

Schuylkill        " .   .    •  43  00 

Wyoming        "          20  50 

4.  Harbor  Missions,  $836.33. 

East  Penna.  Classis $105  00 

Lebanon             "       108  00 

Philadelphia      "        45  00 

Lancaster           "        52  00 

East  Susque,      -        60  00 

West  Susque.    "        .    .    .    . ' 50  00 

Ooshenhoppen    "        75  00 

Tohickon           "        76  00 

Lehigh               "        122  00 

Schuylkill          "        103  00 

Wyoming           "        50  00 

5.  Balance  of  Bond  due  to  Board  of  Home  Missions,  $243.61. 

East  Penna.  Classis $32  00 

Lebanon             "        36  00 

Philadelphia      "        14  00 

Lancaster           "        16  00 

East  Susque.      "        15  00 

West  Susque.     "        14  00 

Goshenhoppen    "        22  00 

Tohickon            "        23  00 

Lehigh               "        36  00 

SchuylkUl          "        30  00 

Wyoming          "        15  00 

6.  Salary  of  Teacher  of  Elocution  and  of  Dr.  Gast  in  the  Semi- 
nary at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  amount  $400. 

East  Penna.  Classis $51  00 

Lebanon            "        53  00 

Philadelphia      "        22  00           ^ 

Lancaster          "        •    .    .  26  00 

East  Susque.      "        20  00 

West  Susque.     "        •  .    .    .  25  00 

Goshenhoppen   **        37  00 
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Tohickon  Clasbis  38  00 

Lehigh  ''  59  00 

Schuylkill        "  50  00 

Wyoming         " 20  00 

9.  Arrearages  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis  on  Contingent  Fund 
of  Synod. 

In  relation  to  this  case,  your  committee  recommend  the  following 
action  for  adoption : 

WhereaSy  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  as  appears  from  the  Report 
of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  is  in  arrears  on  the  Contingent  Fund  of 
Synod  for  the  years  of  1885  and  1886  to  the  amount  of  $162  00, 
and. 

Whereas,  East  Susquehanna  is  now  divided,  and  the  new  Classis 
of  Wyoming  has  been  organized  out  of  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
Sast  Susquehanna  Classis,  therefore, 

Hesolved,  That  the  Classes  of  East  Susquehanna  and  of  Wyoming 
be  earnestly  directed  to  make  arrangements  without  delay  to  make 
speedy  payments  of  their  arrears  to  the  said  Fund,  and  that  the 
amount  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  Classes. 

Synod's  pledge  to  Wichita  University,  1840. 

East  Penna.  Classis $110  00 

Lebanon  "        112  00 

Philadelphia      "        40  00 

Lancaster  "        65  00 

East  Susque.      ''        55  00 

West  Susque.      "        65  00 

Qoshenhoppen    "        80  00 

Tohickon  "        80  00 

Lehigh  ••        125  00 

Schuylkill  "        105  00 

Wyoming  "        55  00 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  E.  HiESTER,  Chairman. 

By  a  resolution  adopted  by  Synod,  an  order  of  ($20.00)  Twenty 
I>ollar8  was  granted  in  ikvor  of  Rev.  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Pastor 
of  Ist  Reformed  Church,  Sunbury,  Pa.,  for  expenses  incurred,  during 
the  sessions  of  Synod. 
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Rev.  George  B.  Resser  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  waa  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occurring  January  Ist,  1888,  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVL 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  action  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINT. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes, 
under  the  head  of  Appeals  and  Complaints,  the  complaint  of  Rev. 
George  B.  Dechant,  against  the  decision  of  East  Susquehanoa 
Claasis,  in  refusing  his  request  to  be  dismissed  to  the  Wyoming 
Classis,  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  Synod.  The  complaint  was 
referred  to  a  special  Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  John  W. 
Bteinmetz,S.  P.  Mauger  and  Elder  D.  B.  Mauger.who  subsequently 
reported  the  following  action,  which  was  adopted  : 

The  Committee  begs  leave  to  report,  that  it  has  examined  the 
papers  submitted  in  the  case  of  complaint  of  Rev.  George  B. 
Dechant,  against  the  East  Susquehanna  Classis.  The  papers 
examined  are  the  Minutes  of  Classis,  and  the  reasons  for  complaint 
lodged  with  the  President  of  said  Classis.  The  Committee  found 
the  complaint  in  order  and  ready  for  hearing.  It  recommends  the 
following : 

1.  That  the  papers  bearing  on  the  case  be  read. 

2.  That  the  complainant  be  allowed  30  minutes  to  present  and 
argue  the  case,  viz.,  15  minutes  to  open,  and  15  to  close. 

3.  That  30  minutes  be  allowed  the  defence  to  defend  the  action 
of  classis. 

4.  That  after  the  complainant  has  closed  his  argument,  the  Sjnod 
immediately  proceed  to  vote. 

5.  That  this  case  be  made  the  order  of  the  day,  at  the  opening  of 
the  session  of  Synod  this  afternoon. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  W.  Steinmetz,  Chairman. 
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The  papers  proper  to  the  case  were  read  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
Rev.  George  B.  Dechant,  acted  as  his  own  Counsel.  Rev.  Thomas 
J.  Hacker,  defended  the  action  of  East  Susquehanna  Classis.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  calKd,  and  the  result  was^as  follows : 

Yeoi,  Revs.  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos,  J.  E.  Freeman,  George  W.  Kershner, 
Jonathan  E.  Hiester,Dr.  F.W.  Kremer,John  H.  Secliler,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Shumaker,  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  S.  Sweitzer,  S.  P.  Brown,  W.  H. 
H.  Snyder,  E.  Keller,  S.  K.  Gross,  William  M.  Reily,  Dr.  B.  Baus- 
raan,  J.  W.  Stein metz.  Elders.  E.  B  Shuey,  Hiram  C.  Hoover, 
John  W.  Bickel,  J.  Z.  Gerhard,  Prof.  William  Moyer,  D.  B. 
Mauger,  Nathan  Zern,  H.  C.  Cressman,  William  B.  Fluck,  Wilson 
K.  Peters,  John  Jacobs,  27. 

Nays,  Revs.  T.  O  Stem,  George  B.  Resser,  Samuel  A.  Leinbach, 
Silas  P.  Mauger,  D.  E.  Klopp,  John  M.  Souder,  W.  D.  Donat. 
Elders.  John  Teel,  Charles  Wagner,  Abraham  Landis,  George 
Silvius,  John  Gemmel,  H.  M.  Housekeeper,  Isaiah  C.  Gerhart, 
Philip  Williard,  George  W.  Hensel,  Samuel  L.  Dellinger,  C.  M. 
Bower,  J.  H.  Willis,  James  F.  Hunsicker,  Lewis  P.  Hecker,  James 
T,  Reber,  B.  Marburger,  23. 

Rufiis  W.  Miller,  Henry  T.  Spangler,  non  liquet. 

This  action  sustaining  the  complaint  was  reconsidered  on  the 
following  Monday.  An  appeal  was  taken  against  the  ruling  of  the 
chair,  in  excluding  those  delegates  of  East  Susquehanna  and  Wyom- 
ing Classes  who  had  not  voted  in  the  Classes  when  the  vote  on  this 
subject  was  taken.  The  appeal  was  sustained.  The  vote  was  again 
taken  and  the  results  are  as  follows : 

Yeas.  Revs.  J.  E.  Freeman,  Dr.  J.  E,  Hiester,  Dr.  F.  W. 
Kremer,  John  H.  Sechler,  Dr.  E  V.  Gerhart,  EH  Keller,  A. 
Houtz.  Elders.  E.  B.  Shuey,  Hiram  C.  Hoover,  John  W.  Bickel, 
J.  Z.  Gerhard,  William  Moyer,  D.  B.  Mauger,  Nathan  Zern,  H.  C 
Cressman,  William  B.  Fluck,  Wilson  K  Peters,  17. 

Nays.  Revs.  T.  O.  Stem,  George  B.  Resser,  Samuel  A  Leinbach, 
Silas  P.  Mauger,  D.  E.  Klopp,  Stephen  Sweitzer,  John  M.  Souder, 
S.  P.  Brown,  William  H.  H.  Snyder.  George  P.  Hartzell,  S.  K. 
Gross,  William  M.  Reily.  W.  D.  Donat,  B.  Bausman,  Rufus  W. 
Miller,  John  A.  Peters,  F.  C.  Yost  Elders.  John  Teel,  Charles 
Wagner,  Abraham  Landis,  George  Silvius,  H.  M.  Housekeeper, 
Isaiah  C.  Gerhart,  Philip  Williard,  George  W.  Hensel,  Samuel  L 
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Dellinger,  C.  M.  Bower,  J.  H.  Willis,  J.  K.  Haas,  James   F.  Hun- 
sicker,  Lewis  P.Hecker,  James  T.  Reber,  Benjamin  Marburger,  33 . 
Excused  Revs.  T.  8.  Land,  S  M.  K.  Huber. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  Services,  made  provision 
for  several  addresses  to  the  Sunday  School  at  a  service  held  on  Sun- 
day afternoon.  On  Saturday  evening  there  was  a  general  discussion 
on  Sunday  School  and  practical  Church-work  topic.  On  Tuesday 
at  the  closing  session,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
programme  of  practical  Church-work  subjects,  and  that  they  be 
empowered  to  select  persons  to  speak  upon  these  subjects,  such 
programme  to  occupy  one  of  the  evenings  of  the  next  Sy nodical 
meeting,  and  that  the  selection  be  made  from  among  the  regular 
delegates,  and  that  they  be  notified  one  month  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  Synod.  The  Committee  appointed  by  the  President 
consists  of  Revs.  George  B.  Resser,  Dr.  F.  W.  Kremer  and  Elder 
James  T.  Reber. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLICATION    BOARD  OF  THE  REPORMEID 

CHURCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

To  the  Synods  oj  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh,  and  Potomao : 
The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church   in  the  United 

States   would  respectfully  submit  to  the  Synods  named  this,   its 

Twenty-fourth  Annuail  Report: 

The  Board  held  three  meetings  during  the  year.     O.  S.    Griffith 

was  elected  President  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death    of 

Greorge  Gel  bach,  Esq.,  who  had  filled  the  office  for  four  years,    and 

Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher  was  continued  as  Secretary  and    Treasurer. 
From  Annual  Statement  submitted  by  the  Superintendent,  Rev. 

Charles  G.  Fisher,  at  the  last  meeting,  held  September  15th,  is  to  be 

gathered  the  following : 
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RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  SlST,  1887. 

From  Periodicals $24,302.88 

"      Book  Store 12,931.20 

"      Rents 837.00 

"      Collections 108.17 

*'      Miscellaneous  Sources 1,13418 

Total  Receipts $39,313  43 

DIBBUB8EMENT8  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  31ST,  1887. 

Loans,  etc.,  paid $250.00 

Printing,  Paper  and  Binding 20,889.73 

Interest 2,370.44 

Commissions 1,416.64 

Merchandise  .  ' 4,550  00 

Salaries 6,483.86 

Taxes  ($482.09)  and  Insurance  ($137,50)  619  59 

Postage 513.22 

Miscellaneous 1,869.46 

Copy  Money 318,66 

Expenses  of  Members  of  Board  ....  179  00 

Repairs 156.18 

Expressage 244.72 

Total  Disbursements  ....  39,861.60 

Excess  of  Disbursements  .   .  $548  07 

LIABILITIES — 1887 : 

Notes  on  which  interest  is  paid $27,511.90 

Mortgage  on  Building 15,000.00 

Miscellaneous 6,011.93 

Totol  Liabilities $48,523.83 

ASSETS— 1887. 

Etiimate  of  the  Committee. 

Book 'Accounts $4,314.76 

Periodical  Accounts 13,001.95 

Stock  in  Store 4.657.00 

Books  in  Sheets 4,000  00 

Papers  on  Hand 584.73 
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Btereotype  Plates 2,700.00 

Miscellaneous i       4,17200 

Real  Estate 35,000  00 


Total  of  Assets  .   . 
Total    of  Liabilities 


Excess  of  Assets 

Cost  of  periodicals  published  by  the  Board  and 
the  same,  during  the  year : 


Messenger. 
Composition,  press-  ^ 

work,  etc.,           J  $4,582.32 

Paper 2,246.40 

Postage 344.96 

Editors'    salaries.    .  2,175.00 

Commissions ....  1,300.00 


Total  Cost .    .   $10,648.68 
Total  Receipts    12,517.18 

Excess  of  Receipts    $1,868.50 

Ouardian. 
Composition,  press- 1 
work,  paper,  etc  )      $1338.32 

Postage 32.96 

Editing 180.00 

Commissions ....  3000 


Sunshine, 

$571.42 

500.00 

41.78 

50.00 

15.00 

$1178.20 
1866.92 


$68,430.24 
48,523.83 

$19,906.41 
the  receipts  for 

Sunda^Schooi 
Treasury, 

$833.5^ 
800.00 

7194 
105.00 

35.00 


1845.51 
2787.13 


$688.72  $941.62 

Scholars*  Advanced 

Quarterly.    Lesson  Paper, 


$1934.43 

$821.82 

63.67 

33.72 

130.00 

30.00 

26.00 

10.64 

Total  Cost .    .     .$1681.28 
Total  Receipts      1667.99 


$2153.10 
2507.82 


J896.18 
1061.83 


Excess  of  Receipts 


Composition,  press- 1 

work,  paper,  etc. ) 

Postage 


$86.71  $354.22  $166.65 

Befd  Missry         Primary 
Review.  Herald.      Lesson  Paper. 


$544.22 
8  48 


$511  04 
20.94 


$615.42 
14  25 
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Editing 220.00  120.00  50.00 

ComiDiasions .    .  3.00  .    . 


Total  Cost.   .       8772.70         $654  98  $679.67 

Total  Receipts       739.41  624.79  530.31 


Excess  of  Ck)Bt .   .         $33.29  $3019  $149.34 

The  amount  of  receipts  above  the  cost  of  the  six  periodicals  and 
the  profits  from  the  store  have  been  about  sufficient  to  meet  the 
other  salaries,  taxes,  the  excess  of  cost  of  the  other  three  periodicals, 
etc. 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  assets,  etc.,  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  14th,  1887. 
To  the  Publication  Board  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United 
States: 

Your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  assets  of  the  Board  and 
report  at  this  meeting,  respectfully  presents  the  following  for  con- 
sideration. 

That  the  stock  in  the  store  is  in  very  good  condition,  only  a  few 
of  the  books  being  shop-worn  or  unsaleable  The  reduction  reported 
from  the  cost  price,  as  given  in  the  Superintendent's  report,  was 
only  made  to  place  the  estimates  fully  beyond  a  doubt.  The  other 
assets,  in  the  way  of  periodical  and  book  accounts,  plates,  etc.,  were 
liberally  reduced,  so  that  you  will  find  them  cut  down  $21,834.37 
from  their  values  as  estimated  upon  the  prices  paid  for  them,  and  at 
which  they  stand  charged  upon  the  books,  and  your  committee  be- 
lieves that  the  figures  reported  to  you  could  certainly  be  realized 
from  collections  of  accounts  and  sale  of  assets.  The  value  placed 
upon  the  real  estate  is  the  same  as  given  in  last  year's  report. 

The  subscription  lists  of  the  several  periodicals  and  the  business 

of  the  store  are  somewhat  larger  than  last  year,  as  you  will  see  by 

reference  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hy.  Wirt, 

J.  M.  Schick,    ^  Committee. 

£.  J.  Durban, 


.1 
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The  number  of  books,  tracts  and  services  of  different  kinds 
printed  for  the  Book  Department  during  the  year  was  515,500,  of 
which  number  there  were  18,000  almanacs. 

In  the  Periodical  Department  the  whole  number  published  dur- 
ing the  year  was  162J60.  These  numbers  show  an  increase  over 
those  of  the  preceding  year  in  both  departments. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  the  following  paper  and  propo- 
sition was  presented  by  the  Superintendent : 

To  the  Puhlicalion  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Vniied 

States: 

It  would  seem  that  our  Publication  Interests  have  reached  the 
point  when  something  decisive  must  be  done  to  save  them  from  em- 
barrassment and  demoralization.  The  present  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  things  is  felt  to  be  owing,  for  the  most  part,  to  causes 
outside  of  the  Board  itself  Among  these  may  be  noted,  1st,  The 
failure  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  resolve  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States  in  1864,  viz.,  to  raise  at  least  $60,000  to  put  the  establish- 
ment in  as  good  a  position  and  condition  as  Jt  was  before  its  de> 
struction  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.  2d.  The  want  of  capital  to  enable  it 
to  carry  on  its  business,  it  having  depended  entirely  upon  borrowed 
money,  the  interest  upon  which  has  been  a  burden  for  it  to  bear 
3d.  The  circulation  of  unverified  statements  about  the  Board  and 
its  business  and  condition  by  irresponsible  parties.  4th.  A  want 
of  harmony  and  co-operation  between  the  three  Synods  now  repre- 
sented in  the  Board,  as  well  as  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  success. 

As  your  Superintendent,  and  as  one  necessarily  familiar  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Board,  I  am  not  ready  to  say  that  they  are  in  a  pre- 
carious condition,  and  whatever  seeming  or  imagined  straitened 
condition  its  finances  may  be  or  may  be  said  to  be  in,  is,  I  believe, 
owing  largely  to  a  want  of  proper  support  on  the  part  of  the  Church, 
the  plant  here  being  such  as  to  be  able  to  do  a  larger  business  than 
is  done.  I  also  feel  that  the  Board  is  by  no  means  to  blame  for  the 
unsatisfactory  condition  in  which  things  seem  to  be,  in  the  minds  of 
some  in  the  Church. 

But  things  cannot  go  on  in  this  way  any  longer.  As  you  know 
I  have  a  claim  among  the  debts  owed  by  the  Board  to  the  amount 
of  $15  000,  and  am  also  in  a  measure  responsible  to  relatives  and 
others  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $7,000   more,  which,  together,   Is 
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more  than  half  of  the  debt  spoken  of.  These  claims  I  cannot  help 
but  feel  under  the  present  want  of  confidence  in  the  future  success 
of  the  Board -~it  even  being  sent  through  the  Church  that  the  Board 
is  "  insolvent"  and  "  ready  to  go inlo  bankruptcy  "  and  the  like — 
and  the  continued  and  determined  refusal  of  the  three  Synods  to 
come  forward  and  relieve  the  Board  of  its  debts,  like  they  come  to 
the  relief  of  other  institutions  of  the  Church,  are  more  or  less  in 
danger  of  being  eventually  lost,  particularly  since  they  are  not  pro- 
tected by  any  security  at  all. 

In  view  of  these  things,  and  the  fact  that  the  Publication  inter- 
ests of  the  Church  when  under  the  management  of  M.  Kieffer  & 
Co ,  a  private  firm  in  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  were  in  a  more  satisfac- 
tory condition— ^the  Church  then  receiving  a  fixed  sum  annually, 
without  any  pecuniary  responsibility  at  all — I  am  constrained  to 
ofier  to  you  this  day,  a  proposition  for  your  consideration,  feeling  it 
will  be  a  way  out  of  the  present  condition  of  things.  And,  to  be 
true  to  myself,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  say,  that  I  do  so,  not  because 
1  personally  desire  to  do  what  I  offer,  but  chiefly  to  relieve  the 
Synods  of  this  whole  business,  a  heavy  burden  it  would  seem,  and 
so  shape  things  that  they  may  receive  some  benefit  in  a  pecuniary 
way  at  least 

This  proposition  is  further  made  in  view  of  .your  asking  the 
Synods  last  year  to  give  you  authority  to  sell  out  to  a  private  firm, 
which  authority  was  granted,  the  stereotype  plates  and  periodicals 
being  excepted.  The  real  estate  and  the  stock  in  store  would 
be  undesirable  to  a  purchaser  without  the  assets  excepted  ac- 
companying them.  This  is  also  met  in  the  proposition,  so  that  if  it 
be  accepted,  the  whole  establishment  would  stand  as  it  does  now,  a 
change  only  being  made  in  those  conducting  the  affairs  of  the 
Board  for  the  Church  or  Synods.  Evidently  a  private  firm  will  be 
able  to  do  what  the  Synods  have  refused  to  do,  m.,  secure  capital 
to  put  in  the  business. 

Such  a  transfer  as  contemplated  here  will  have  the  effect  to  re- 
lieve the  Synods  of  much  of  the  annoyance  and  trouble  they  have 
had  annually  over  the  affairs  of  their  Board: 

The  proposition  I  have  to  make  is  as  follows : 

PROPoerrioN. 

The  undersigned,  on  the  strength  of  the  figustB  stated  in  the  ac- 
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companying  paper,  with  the  view  of  forming  hereafter  a  Publishing 
Company,  as  a  private  firm,  that  shall  carry  on  the  business  of 
publishing  books  and  periodicals  for  the  use  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States,  as  is  now  being  done  by  you  for  the 
Church,  or  the  Synods,  would  hereby  make  the  following  proposition 
to  your  body : 

1st.  The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  to  transfer  to  the  undersigned  all  the  property  it  pos- 
sesses, viz  :  real  estate,  stock  in  store  and  elsewhere,  accounts,  etc. , 
coming  under  the  name  of  assets,  as  set  forth  in  its  reports,  except 
stereotype  plates  and  publishing  rights ;  said  transfer  to  be  properly 
made  as  in  all  such  cases. 

2d.  The  Publication  Board  to  lease  to  the  undersigned  the 
absolute  right  to  use  the  stereotype  plates  and  to  publish  books 
therefrom,  and  also  the  right  to  *publish  all  the  periodicals  now 
issued  by  the  Board  and  receive  all  the  income  thereupon,  for  the 
term  often  years  with  the  privilege  of  a  renewal  of  the  same  at  its 
expiration,  upon  such  terms  as  the  Board  of  Publication  and  the 
firm  may  agree  upon. 

3d.  For  this  transfer  and  lease  the  undersigned  agrees  that  be 
shall  become  responsible  for  all  the  liabilities  or  debts  held  against 
the  Board  at  the  date  of  transfer,  and  also  will  pay  to  the  Board  of 
Publication  the  amount  of  one  per  cent  for  the  first  year  and  there- 
after  two  per  cent.,  on  the  gross  receipts  of  the  whole  business 
annually. 

4th.  The  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac, 
are.  in  view  of  the  terms  of  this  transfer  and  lease  to  agree  that 
they  jointly  or  any  one  of  them  will  not  establish  or  themselves  con- 
duct,  or  have  conducted'  for  them,  a  publishing  house  or  houses,  nor 
publish  any  books  or  periodicals,  nor  endorse  any  periodicals  that 
may  be  published  by  any  private  party  or  individuals,  either  within 
or  without  their  respective  bounds,  and  to  give  to  the  undersigned 
or  the  company  he  may  form,  all  their  own  printing  or  publishing, 
the  rates  for  such  not  to  be  higher  than  those  charged  by  others  for 
the  same  work. 

5th.  The  undersigned  promises  to  keep  the  periodicals  and  books 
up  to  their  present  standard,  as  well  as  keep  up  with  the  times  as 
&r  as  practicable,  and  not  to  discontinue  the  publications  of  any. 
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without  first  consulting  the  Board  of  Publication,  and  shall  issue 
them  at  the  lowest  cost  possible. 

6th.  When  vacancies  occur  in  the  editorship  of  **  The  Messenger  " 
and  "  Review, "  they  are  to  be  filled  by  the  Board  of  Publication, 
the  selections  to  be  agreeable  to  the  undersigned  or  the  firm  formed. 
The  salaries  of  the  editors  of  all  the  periodicals  shall  be  fixed  and 
paid  bj  the  undersigned  or  firm.  The  Synodical  Editorships  are 
to  be  filled  as  now,  by  their  respective  Synods. 

7th.  Thi9  transfer  and  lease  are  to  be  made  to  the  undersigned 
in  due  form,  by  December  1st  next. 

8th.  All  acknowledgments  and  notices  for  the  church  or  its  boards 

to  be  inserted  in  "  The  Messenger"  as  now,  free  of  charge. 

Chas.  G.  Fisher. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  14th,  1887. 

The  subject  presented  in  the  above  papers  received  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  members  of  the  board  present, — they  fully  agreeing 
with  the  Superintendent  that  things  cannot  go  on  any  longer  as 
they  have  been, — and  after  thoroughly  discussing  it  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, the  following  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  be  received,  and  in  view  of  the  matter 
presented  and  the  radical  changes  involved  in  the  proposition  made, 
the  board  does  not  feel  willing  to  recommend  to  the  Synods  any 
particular  action,  but  would  refer  it  to  them  for  their  serious  con- 
sideration. 

The  term  of  B.  Wolff,  Jr.,  as  trustee  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 

and  G.  S.  Grifiith,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  expiring  at  the 

end  of  the  present  year,  the  Synods  named  will,  therefore,   have  to 

fill  the  vacancies  that  will  occur  in  the  Board,  at  their  coming 

annual  sessions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  8.  Griffith,  President, 
Chas  G.  Fisher,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  25,  1887. 

PROPOeiTION  OF  DANIEL  MILLER. 

Reading,  Pa.,  September  24,  1887. 
To  the  Rev.  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  Synod  of 
the  United  States: 
Dear  Brethren : — I  herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  the 
following  proposition : 
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1.  I  will  agree  to  publish  all  the  periodicals  now  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Publication,  in  good  style,  at  my  own  risk,  and  pay  either 
to  the  Board  or  the  Synods,  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  a  commisrion 
of  five  per  centum  upon  the  gross  receipts  of  subscription,  except  in 
the  case  of  the  Reformed  Review,  which  is  now  said  to  be  published 
at  a  loss. 

2.  I  will  agree  to  publish  all  books  in  demand,  using  the  Board's 
plates,  and  pay  a  royalty  upon  every  copy  sold,  as  follows :  Upon 
all  books  sold  at  $1.00  and  over,  ten  cents  per  copy ;  upon  all  books 
soldat50cts.  to  $1.00,  five  cents  per  copy;  and  upon  all  books 
sold  at  less  than  50  cts.,  three  cents  per  copy. 

3.  I  will  guarantee  that  the  commission  and  royalty  from  these 
two  sources  will  amount  to  at  least  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

4.  If  desired,  I  will  collect,  as  far  as  possible,  all  outstanding  sub- 
scriptions to  the  periodicals  from  subscribers  now  on  the  lists,  and 
pay  over  the  amount  received  as  often  as  agreed  upon,  less  ten  per 
cent,  for  collecting. 

5.  I  will  agree  to  buy  such  books  now  on  hand  as  I  can  use,  at 
the  cost  of  manufacture. 

6.  All  advance  payments  upon  the  various  periodicals  to  be  paid 
over  to  me,  less  ten  per  cent. 

7.  I  will  agree  to  arrange  with  the  editorial  commission  now  ex- 
isting, all  matters  relating  to  the  editing  of  the  various  periodicals, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Sunday-school  periodicals — the  editing  of 
which  is  about  to  be  provided  for  under  a  resolution  of  the  General 
Synod.  I  will  pay  all  salaries  of  editors.  (This  commission  to  be 
reappointed  in  case  this  plan  is  adopted,  and  their  powers  enlarged, 
so  as  to  include  all  the  periodicals.) 

8.  The  contract  to  continue  for  ten  years,  unless  sooner  terminat- 
ed by  mutual  consent.  At  the  end  of  said  contract,  in  case  of  non- 
renewal of  same,  I  will  deliver  over  to  the  Board  or  Synods  all  the 
periodicals  and  plates,  and  pay  over  all  the  advance  payments  upon 
the  periodicalst  less  ten  per  cent 

9.  All  minor  matters  to  be  arranged  upon  the  basis  of  right  and 
fairness. 

10.  I  will  give  ample  security  for  a  faithful  performance  of  the 
contract. 

11.  The  Synods  to  agree  that  they  will  neither  start  any  new  pa- 
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per  or  papers,  nor  endorse  such  during  the  continuance  of  this  con- 
tract 

12.  The  Synods  to  agree  to  use  their  best  efforts  to  encourage  the 
circulation  of  the  papers  and  books  here  referred  to. 

13.  All  acknowledgements  of  benevolent  contributions,  church 
notices,  marriages  and  death  notices  to  be  published  in  Messenger 
without  charge. 

14.  The  Synods  to  select  the  Synodical  editors,  as  heretofore. 

(Signed)  Daniel  Miller. 

The  Standing  Ck)minittee  on  Publication  to  whom  the  foregoing 
report  was  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  taken 
up  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  offers  the  following  report. 

There  were  referred  to  us,  the  following  documents :  The  report 
of  the  Board  of  Publication,  embodying  a  report  from  the  Superin- 
tendent, with  certain  statements  and  propositions  ;  also  the  late  pro- 
ceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 
bearing  on  the  subject.  A  paper  from  the  Superintendent  re-calling 
said  propositions,  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  of  Reading, 
Pa.,  containing  certain  propositions,  relating  to  our  Publications. 
An  item  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Synodical  Minutes 
of  General  Synod,  and  finally,  an  abstract  from  the  late  proceed- 
ings of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  concerning  our  Sunday  School  Pub- 
lications. After  careful  and  earnest  deliberation,  we  are  enabled  to 
offer  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolutions : 

Whilst  the  current  work  of  our  Publications  in  the  past  year 
was  carried  forward  with  success — as  exhibited  by  the  Report  of 
the  Board — the  weight  of  indebtedness  is  of  overshadowing  power, 
setting  all  else  into  the  background,  therefore, 

Resolved^  (1.)  That  the  Board  of  Publication,  be  and  hereby  is 
directed  to  sell  the  real  estate  and  personal  property  of  the  estab- 
llshment^  except  the  Periodicals,  copy-rights,  stereotype  plates,  and 
pay  the  proceeds  to  the  Kev.  C.  O.  Fisher,  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
claim. 

Resolved,  (2.)  That  the  Board  be  directed  to  employ  the  most 
vigorous  measures  for  the  collection  of  all  outstanding  dues,  looking 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  legitimate  claims. 
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jResolved,  (3.)  That  this  matter  of  the  Editorship  of  the  Mes- 
senger be  referred  to  a  commission  from  this  Synod  composed  of  our 
representatives  in  the  Board  of  Publication,  Messrs.  Hensel,  Keber 
and  Durban,  together  with  Revs.  Dr.  B.  Bausman  and  Dr.  T.  6. 
Apple,  who  shall  act  in  conjunction  with  similar  commissioners 
from  the  Synods  of  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  and  further  that 
plenary  power  be  hereby  conferred  on  the  said  commission  to  act 
on  all  questions  arising  in  the  premises. 

Resolved,  (4.)  That  the  Board  have  plenary  power  to  lease  the 
publishing  of  all  the  Periodicals,  and  books  of  the  church  upon  the 
most  advantageous  terms. 

Resolved,  (5.)  That  the  editing  and  preparation  of  our  Sunday 
School  papers,  Sunday  School  lessons  and  Lesson-helps  be  placed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  Qeneral  Synod. 

Resolved,  (6.)  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod  that  all  Sunday 
School  Lessons  and  Lesson-Helps  be  prepared  so  as  to  harmonize 
with  the  Church  year,  at  least  in  so  far  as  the  festival-days  of  the 
Church  are  concerned. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Eli  K£LLER,  Chairman, 

The  following  instructions  were  given  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  directed  to  com- 
municate officially  the  action  of  this  Synod  on  the  Publication  inter- 
ests to  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac,  to  the  Board  of 
Publication,  and  the  Revs.  Dr.  B.  Bausman  and  Dr.  Thomas  0. 
Apple  as  representatives  elect,  of  the  aforesaid  commission, 

PUBLISHING  MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  undersigned  hereby  reports,  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
instruction  of  Synod  2800  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  were 
published  last  year  in  the  English,  and  600  copies  in  the  German 
Language.  These  were  distributed  among  the  Gasses,  in  the  pro- 
portions indicated  in  the  statistical  tables  The  cost  of  publishing 
the  English  Minutes  was  $28^2.82,  or  10  cents  per  copy,  and  that  of 
the  German  Minutes  (145.05,  or  24  cents  per  copy. 

John  P.  Stein,  Stated  CXerh 

In  regard  to  publishing  the  Minutes  for  the  present  year,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted.     Resolved,  that  the  Stated  Clerk 
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be  directed  to  have  published  3300  copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceed- 
ings of  Synod,  in  the  English  Language,  and  also  500  circulars  in 
the  German  Language,  similar  to  the  Classical  circulars,  giving  in- 
formation in  brief  of  the  business  transacted,  for  distribution  among 
the  several  Classes  and  Ministers  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  George  W.  Hensel,  of  Quarry ville,  was  re-elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  Publication.  The  following  persons  of  this  Synod  are 
members  of  the  Board  of  Publication.  Messrs.  George  Hensel, 
£.  J.  Durban  and  James  T.  Reber. 


ARTICLE  XX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  has  been  divided  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  Synod.  The  southern  portion  of  its  territory  retains 
the  old  name,  while  the  charges  in  the  northern  section,  as  defined 
by  the  boundary  line,  are  embraced  in  the  new  Classis,  known  as 
the  Classis  of  Wyoming. 

The  Rules  of  Order  as  amended  by  General  Synod  were  adopted 
by  this  Synod  in  their  amended  form.  For  particulars  see  in  the 
Report  on  the  Minutes  of  General  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XXr. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions  the  President  appointed  Revs.  Dr. 
L  K.  Loos,  W.  H.  H.  Snyder  and  Elder  D.  B.  Mauger  a  committee 
to  hear  excuses  for  leave  of  absence.  The  committee  reported  the 
applications  made  by  members  of  Synod,  and  the  requests  were 
granted. 

BETHANY  ORPHANS'  HOME. 

The  Report  of  the  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  presented  to 
Synod  through  its  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos,  Rufus  W.  Miller, 
Thos.  S.  Land,  and  Elders  Chas.  Wagner  and  Wm.  B.  Fluck. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  United  l^ates: 
Rkv.  Fathers  and  Brethren  : 

I  herewith  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  your  reverend 
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body  a  statement  of  the  conditions  and  need  of  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home. 

The  blessing  of  Almighty  God  has  been  richly  upon  us  during 
the  past  year.  Our  work  has  been  uninterrupted  by  death  or  even 
on  account  of  serious  sickness.  The  Reformed  Church,  in  selecting 
the  present  site  for  this  Home,  evidently  succeeded  in  securing  a 
location  which  for  healthfulness  of  climate,  the  abundance  and 
purity  of  its  water,  can  hardly  be  surpassed  anywhere ;  and  these 
two  essentials  taken  in  connection  with  the  excellent  building  which 
the  Church  erected  a  few  years  ago,  no  doubt  account,  under  the 
blessing  of  God,  for  the  remarkable  health  of  our  large  family. 

There  are  at  this  present  time  75  children  in  the  Home ;  within 
the  next  week  we  expect  to  receive  5  more ;  besides  these,  several 
others  have  been  admitted  and  applications  for  several  more  have 
been  received,  so  that  before  long  our  family  will  number  between 
80  and  90  children. 

Of  the  75  now  in  the  Home  1  is  a  full  boarder,  paying  $100  a 
year,  and  3  pay  $50  a  year  each ;  the  rest  are  the  orphans  of  the 
Church  and  dependent  upon  it  for  support. 

Our  farm  is  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  during  the  past 
year  contributed  its  share  to  the  support  of  the  Home,  although 
some  of  our  crops  were  not  as  abundant  as  in  some  other  years.  This 
was  the  common  experience  of  farmers  in  our  vicinity. 

The  school  session  opened  on  September  1st,  and  is  to  continue 
for  ten  months.  The  school  is  divided  into  two  departments,  in 
charge  of  a  male  and  a  female  teacher.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Managers,  held  October  6th,  the  Committee  (of  the  Board) 
on  **  Instruction  and  Discipline,"  consisting  of  Rev.  B.  Bausman,D.D., 
of  Reading,  Pa.,  and  Dr.  J.  Z.  Gerhard,  of  Harrisburg,  concluded 
their  report  as  follows,  after  visiting  the  schools :  '*  Your  Committee 
believe  that  the  general  course  of  instruction  and  discipline  is  good, 
and  that  the  tendency  is  in  the  direction  of  progress  and  efficiency." 
The  children,  as  a  rule,  are  in  school  only  three-fourths  of  the  day ; 
the  other  fourth  they  work. 

We  hold  morning  family  worship  in  the  Grerman  language  at  6 
o'clock,  evening  worship,  in  the  English  language,  at  6  o'clock; 
church  services  on  Sunday  forenoon,  Sunday-school  in  the  afternoon 
The  Heidelberg  Catechism  b  taught  in  the  week-day  school,  and  dur- 


83 

ing  the  winter,  on  Friday  evenings,  the  Superintendent  lectures  on 
the  same.  At  the  last  Pentecostal  season  14  orphans  were  confirmed. 
We  have  during  the  past  summer  erected  a  wash-house,  which 
is  to  meet  a  long- felt  want.  By  this  and  on  account  of  certain  other 
improvements  which  we  have  made,  the  Board  has  incurred  a  debt 
of  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  So  that,  whilst  our 
finances  at  the  annual  meeting  in  July  were  in  a  better  condition 
than  they  were  the  previous  year  at  the  same  time,  we  again  feel 
constrained  to  ask  Synod  not  only  for  its  continued  but  for  its 
increased  support,  and  this  not  only  on  account  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned fact,  l?ut  also  on  account  of  our  constantly  increasing  family. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  M.  Yundt,  Superintendent 

« 

The  special  committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  submitted  the 
following  report,  which  was  considered,  item  by  item,  and  adopted. 

The  report  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : — 

The  Committee  on  Orphans'  Home  begs  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Only  one  document,  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany 
Orphans'  Home,  together  with  an  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Minutes  of  the  General  Synod,  was  placed  in  our  hands. 
From  the  first,  we  learn  that  the  Institution  in  its  various  depart- 
ments of  Family,  School,  Congregation  and  Farm,  is  in  a  prosper- 
ous condition.  The  Superintendent,  Rev.  Thos.  M.  Yundt,  and  his 
assistants  deserve  praise  for  their  successful  management  of  the 
Home,  and  the  devotion  they  manifest  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  orphans  entrusted  to  their  care.  Of  the  seventy-five 
orphans  now  in  the  Home  all  but  four  are  wholly  dependent  on  the 
charity  of  the  Church  for  their  support.  The  children  are  the 
Lord's ;  the  Home  is  His ;  and  the  work  heretofore  performed  in 
this  charitable  service  has  been  owned  and  biased  of  Him.  The 
holy  enterprise  will  continue  to  need  the  cordial  sympathy  and 
liberal  financial  support  of  the  Church,  and  funds  devoted  to  it  are 
well  bestowed. 

The  whole  subject  calls  for  encouraging  action  on  the  part  of  this 
Synod  and  the  classes  and  congregations  represented  in  it,  and  your 
Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following ; 
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1.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  commend  Bethany  Orphans' 
Home  to  the  continued  liberality  of  the  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Synod  requests  Classes  to  bring  the 
Home  to  the  attention  of  their  people  who  are  blessed  with  means 
and  desire  to  give  unto  the  Lord  a  portion  of  their  substance,  as 
an  object  worthy  of  liberal  bequests. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

IsAAO  E.  Loos,  Chairman. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  GOMMtTTEE  ON  COLLEGES. 

A  number  of  documents,  having  reference  to  Colleges,  were  pre- 
sented to  Synod  through  the  Committee  on  Overtures.  These  were 
referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  F.  W. 
Kremer,  S.  M.  K.'  Huber,  George  P.  Hartzell,  Elders  Wm.  Meyer 
and  I.  G.  Oerhart.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  presented  on 
Tuesday,  during  the  final  session,  and  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

There  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  the  following 
documents: 

(1.)  A  letter  from  Prof  F.  Wetzel,  President  of  the  College  of 
Northern  Illinois  asking  of  this  Synod  aid  on  behalf  of  that  Insti- 
tution, and  accompanied  by  several  copies  of  its  catalogues. 

(2.)  A  letter  from  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  stating  that  there  remain 
unpaid  of  Synod's  pledge  for  "Wichita  University  "  $1570.42,  and 
the  interest  on  this  balance  from  April  1st,  1887. 

(3.)  Two  copies  of  the  late  catalogue  of  Ursinus  College,  1886- 
1887. 

(4.)  One  copy  of  the  General  Register  of  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College,  and  Annual  Register  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  1886-1887. 

(5.)  One  copy  of  the  late  catalogue  of  the  AllentowB  Female 
College,  1886-1887. 

Your  Committee  considered  the  above  items  in  their  order. 

(1.)  The  request  of  Prof.  Wetzel.  In  his  paper  the  ProfesBor 
states  that  the  College  has  a  debt  of  about  $6000.  To  o&et  this, 
the  College  has  notes,  promises  and  bequests  to  the  amount  of 
$3500.  The  property  is  worth  $7000  at  least  But  to  save  the 
Institution,  they  need  for  immediate  use  $1500.      Then,  as  an 
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enJowrnent  fund,  the  Professor  proposes  that  820,000  be  raised. 
Bat,  first  of  all,  £1500  for  Immediate  U9«,  and  appeals  to  this 
Bfuixl  for  part  of  tliis  amount.  Your  Committee,  aAer  carefully 
viewing  and  considering  the  case  in  ail  its  phages  and  in  ctmiicction 
with  the  many  aud  large  demands  already  made  upon  this  Synod, 
agreed  to  submit  to  the  Synod  the  following  resolution : 

Rfsoleed.  That  this  Synod  cherishes  for  the  College  of  Northern 
Illinois  a  hearty  interest,  and  commends  it  to  all  our  miaisiers  and 
people  for  their  eocouragement  and  support. 

(2.)  In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  t*» 
this  Synod,  for  the  balance  of  jl£  unpaid  pledge  on  behalf  of 
Wichita  University,  we  offer  the  following  action  : 

Remlved.  That  this  Synod  directs  the  Classes  in  arrears  to 
Wichita  University  to  pay  their  dues  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
that  their  respective  committees  on  this  question  be  immediately 
notified  by  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  of  this  action. 

(3.)  Your  Committee  has  learned  from  the  catalogues  of  Ursinua 
College,  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  and  Alleutown  Female 
College,  that  all  three  Institutions  are  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
Hid  lake  pleasure  in  commending  them  to  the  continued  patronage 
and  support  of  the  Church.  Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  W.  Kremeb,  Chairman.. 

ORIOIS    OF   HEFORMED   CHURCH   TN   GERMANY. 

A  book,  entitled  "Origin  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,' 
was  presented  to  Synod  through  its  Committee  on  Overtures,  ivhere- 
U[>oD  the  President  appointed  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  Dr.  J.  A.  Peters,  Jno.  H.  Sechler,  and  Elder  Jns.  T.  Reber, 
to  whom  this  book  was  referred.  The  Committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing action,  which  was  adopted: 

Your  special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  book  entitled 
"  The  Origin  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,"  written  by 
Rev.  James  I.  Good,  D.  D.,  and  published  by  Daniel  Miller,  by 
whom  a  copy  has  been  presented  to  this  Synod,  beg  leave  to  oflTer 
the  following  report,  to  wit : 

The  book  is  what  its  title  purports  the  work  to  be,  simply  a  his- 
tory of  the  "  Origin  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,"  cover- 
ing a  period  of  about  one  hundred  years.    The  work   has   been 
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written  in  a  plain,  simple  and  truthful  style,  and  on  the  period  of 
our  Church  history,  covered  by  the  author,  seems  from  a  cursory 
examination,  to  be  full  of  interesting  material.  There  may  be  room 
in  some  statements  for  a  difi^rence  of  views,  but,  notwithstanding 
this  fact,  it  is  evident  to  your  Committee  that  there  seems  to  be  an 
honest  and  faithful  representation  on  the  part  of  the  author.  The 
work  meets  a  want  in  our  Church  history,  in  some  features,  not 
hitherto  met  by  any  other  work  of  a  like  character.  For  these  and 
other  reasons,  which  might  be  given  on  a  fuller  examination  of  the 
book,  we  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  history  of  the 
"Origin  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Germany,"  be  cordially  com- 
mended to  our  pastors  and  people.  We  would  further  suggest  that 
with  the  adoption  of  this  paper  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  ten- 
dered to  the  publisher  for  a  copy  of  this  work,  and  further  that  the 
said  copy  be  placed  in  the  archives  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  A.  Petebs,  Chairman. 

THE  STUDY  OF  THE   ENGLISH  BIBLE. 

In  connection  with  the  consideration  of  this  subject  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Synod  at  the  service  on  Saturday  evening,  when  the 
topic  of  Church  work  was  being  discussed,  the  following  resolutions 
were  offered  in  open  session  on  Tuesday,  and  unanimously  adopted  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  as  a  Synod,  in  view  of  the  wide-spread 
discussion  upon  the  subject  of  Bible  Study  in  educational  institu- 
tions, and  the  evident  fitness  and  wisdom  of  such  study  having  a 
place  in  the  curriculum  of  Seminaries  and  Colleges,  record  our  full 
and  hearty  approval  of  the  endeavors  now  being  made  in  this 
direction. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  request  our  Reformed  Edu- 
cational Institutions  to  consider  the  claims  of  the  study  of  the 
English  Bible,  either  as  optional  or  required  courses  of  study. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  learn  with  pleasure  of  the  efforts  made 
by  the  Faculty  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa  ,  in 
the  direction  of  the  study  of  the  English  Bible. 


PERSONAL   LIBERTY  LEAGUE. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  foregoing  subject  Synod  adopted  the 
following  action : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States,  in  annual  session  assembled  in  the  Reformed  Church 
at  Sunbury,  Pa.,  hereby  places  upon  record  its  solemn  protest 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  so-called  ''Personal  Liberty 
lieague  '*  upon  the  sanctity  and  observance  of  the  American  Chris- 
tian Sabbath. 

Resolved,  further,  That  said  Synod  hereby  calls  upon  all  liberty- 
loving  and  law-abiding  citizens,  strenuously  and  persistently, — from 
a  r^ard  for  the  law  and  honor  of  God,  the  purity  of  the  Church, 
the  safety  of  homes,  and  the  weal  of  our  Commonwealth, — to  oppose 
and  resist  by  all  Christian  and  lawful  means,  these  encroachments, 
as  well  as  any  other  attacks  upon  the  Lord*s  Day,  which  we  recog- 
nize as  one  of  the  bulwarks  of  our  Christian  civilization. 


INTEMPERANCE. 

The  following  is  the  action  adopted  by  Synod  with  respect  to  the 
evils  of  Intemperance : 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  profound  regret  and  sorrow  the 
great  evil  of  Intemperance,  and  especially  its  sad  and  deadly  fruits — 
crime,  poverty,  and  temporal  and  eternal  death ;  and  that  we  here 
and  now,  before  God  and  the  nation,  record  our  protest  against  it, 
and  earnestly  call  upon  our  Synods,  Classes  and  Churches  to  unite 
with  us  in  zealous  and  persistent  Christian  efforts  looking  towards 
its  speedy  extermination. 


EEPORT  ON  80GIETT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  MINISTERS  AND 

THEIR  WIDOWS. 

The  twelfth  item  in  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  General  Synod, 
touching  this  subject,  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting 
of  Revs.  Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  Jno.  H.  Sechler  and  Elder  Samuel 
Klopp,  who  presented  the  following  report  during  the  afternoon 
session  on  Monday,  which  was  adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  teas  referred  the  matter  of  the 
Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows: — 

The  following  points  express  in  brief,  the  judgment  of  your  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  grounds  of  action — 
1.    The  Reformed  Church  is  bound  by  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  to 
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provide  an  adequate  support  for  all  ordained  minigters  of  the  Word, 
who  are  engaged  in  the  faithful  service  of  the  Church,  or  who  have 
become  disabled  in  this  faithful  service. 

2.  For  every  minister  in  active  service  such  support  is  provided 
by  the  pastoral  charge,  or  mission  committed  to  him. 

3.  Minbters  who  have  given  strength  and  life  to  active  service 
in  the  office  of  the  ministry,  when  they  become  disabled  by  age  or 
otherwise^  and  have  not  the  financial  resource  adequate  to  their 
needs,  are  entitled  to  support  for  themselves  and  their  families,  to  be 
provided  in  some  other  way. 

4.  The  most  efficient  method  now  in  use  for  the  purpose  of 
accomplishing  this  end,  is  the  organization  of  the  fathers  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  established  in  the  early  part 
of  this  century,  known  as  the  Society  for  the  Belief  of  Ministers 
and  their  Widows. 

5.  This  Society  ought  to  aim  at  forming  a  fund  of  not  less  than 
$100,000,  to  the  end  that  all  the  needy  widows  of  deceased  ministeis, 
and  all  disabled  ministers  who  have  no  adequate  income,  might  re- 
oeive  an  annuity  answerable  to  their  needs. 

On  these  grounds  the  following  action  is  proposed : 

1.  It  is  recommended  to  every  Classis,  that  at  its  ensuing  annual 
meeting,  the  matter  of  the  support  of  ministers'  widows  and  disabled 
ministers  by  means  of  this  Relief  Society  receive  special  considera- 
tion. 

2.  Synod  requests  every  Classis  to  adopt  measures,  largely  to 
increase  the  resources  of  the  Relief  Society  by  giving  full  informa- 
tion to  our  membership,  and  by  aflTording  every  congregation  an 
opportunity  to  contribute. 

3.  Synod  re-affirms  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Pottstown,  1884, 
which  named  the  third  Sunday  of  June,  of  each  year,  to  be  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  this  important  matter  to  all 
congregations. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Em'l  V.  Gkbhart,  Chmrman. 


THE  REPORT  ON  NOMrNATIONS. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Nominations  had  the  following  papers 
referred  to  them,  viz.:  Communications  from  the  President  of  the 
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Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod ;  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College ;  from  the 
Stated  Clerks  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Pittsburgh  Synods ;  items  from 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary ;  and  from  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Board  of  Publication.  By  means  of 
these  referred  papers,  the  Committee  was  enabled  to  present  its  Re- 
port of  Nominations  on  Friday,  at  the  afternoon  session..  The  report 
was  adopted.  Instructions  were  given  to  the  Stated  Clerk  to  have  a 
sufficient  number  of  tickets  printed  for  the  use  of  Synod.  The 
election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  on  Tuesday  morning.  The 
President  appointed  the  Elders  C.  M.  Bower,  John  W.  Bickel, 
Prof.  Wm.  Moyer,  D.  B.  Mauger,  George  Silvius,  and  Philip  Wil- 
liard,  as  tellers,  who  received  the  ballots,  and  reported  the  results  of 
the  election  to  the  President. 

The  members  elected  on  the  respective  Boards  will  be  found 
noted  in  each  case  in  its  appropriate  place. 

The  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  R.  H.  Sayre, 
F.  Schroder  and  Henry  Wirt 


The  President  appointed  Revs.  Rufus  W.  Miller,  D.  W.  Gerhard, 
George  B.  Resser  and  Elder  George  W.  Hensel  to  report  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Synod  to  the  secular  papers. 


When  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Colleges  was  under  con- 
sideration, brief  addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Prof  J.  8.  Stahr, 
Wm.  M.  Reily  and  Henry  T.  Spangler,  in  regard  to  the  prosperous 
condition  of  our  Educational  Institutions. 


At  the  Missionary  Service  held  on  Monday  evening.  Rev.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign 
MisBiODSy  delivered  the  charge  to  Rev.  D.  B.  Schneder,  who  was 
solemnly  commissioned  by  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  the  President  of  the 
Board,  as  a  Foreign  Missionary  to  the  Empire  of  Japan.  Rev. 
Ambrose  D.  Gring,  the  returned  missionary,  spoke  very  encourag- 
ingly in  regard  to  our  mission-work  in  that  country. 
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ARTICLE  XXII. 

f 

RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

On  motioDy  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 
Resolved,  That  Synod  hereby  tenders  its  sincere  thanks  to  the  pas- 
tor, members  and  friends  of  the  First  Reformed  Church,  of  San- 
bury,  for  the  generous  entertainment  furnished  its  members  during 
its  sessions,  And  that  said  pastor  be  requested  to  read  this  action 
from  his  pulpit 

Resolved,  That  Synod  returns  thanks  to  the  officers  of  such  rail, 
roads  as  furnished  reduced  rates  of  fare  to  its  delegates,  and  also  to 
Mr.  Ira  F.  Clement  for  the  free  use  of  his  boats  on  the  river  during 
its  sessions,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  is  hereby  instructed  to  com- 
municate the  same  to  the  officers  of  the  said  railroads,  and  to  Mr. 
Clement  for  the  privileges  granted. 

The  Synodical  roll  was  then  called  finally,  and  no  one  was  found 
absent  without  permission.  The  Minutes  were  then  read  finally  and 
approved. 

ARTICLE  XXin. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  sessions  of  the  Synod  be  held  in 
the  Reformed  Church  of  the  Ascension,  at  Norristown,  Pa.,  on 
Wednesday,  the  tenth  (10th)  day  of  October,  A.  D.,  1888,  at  7.30 
P.M. 

Synod  adjourned  with  the  repetition  of  the  Apostles*  Creed, 

prayer,  the   doxology,    and    the    Apostolic    benediction    by  the 

President. 

D.  Earnest  KiiOPP, 

Presidenin 
Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 

Attest:  Jno.  P.  Stein, 

Staied  Clerk, 
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One  Hundred  and  F'arty^Seeond  Annual  Seseians* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  convened 
in  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  Ascension,  Norristovm,  Pa.,  in  the 
month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty-eight.  The  sessions  commenced  on  the  evening 
of  the  tenth  and  continued  until  the  forenoon  of  the  seventeenth 
day  of  the  month  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  L 
Synod  convened,  according  to  adjournment,  in  the  Reformed 
Charch  of  the  Ascension,  Norristown,  Pa.,  October  10,  a.d.  1888, 
at  7:30  p.  m.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached  by  the  President 
of  Synod,  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.D.,  from  the  text  recorded  in  St. 
Luke  12 :  15,  "  Take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness ;  for  man's 
life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he  pos- 
Scosetn* 


ARTICLE  IL 

HEMBEB8    PRESENT. 

J. — Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania. 

Revs. :  T.  O.  Stem,  H.  M.  Kieffer,  W.  F.  More,'  J.  W,  Mabry, 
C.  J.  Becker. 

Elders:  John  Teel,  Thos.  T.  Miller,*^  David  Swartz,*  Jno.  Gem- 
mel,  Joel  T.  Dreisbach. 

Il.^—Classie  of  Lebanon. 

Revs. :  T.  C.  Leinbach,*  Tobiaa  Kessler,'  James  B.  May,  O.  P. 
Steckel. 

Elders:  Ephraim  B.  Shuey,*  John  L.  Say  lor,'  David  Bom- 
berger,*^  Abraham  H.  Miller."* 

IIL — Classis  of  Philadelphia. 
Revs. :  D.  K  Klopp,  D.D.,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,'  D.D.,  Jerome 
B.  Henry,  Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh. 

Elders:  John  W.  Bickel,  Wm.  E.  Gresh,  H.  M.  Housekeeper, 
Isaiah  C.  Gerhart  * 
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IV — Claans  of  Laneaa/er. 

Revs. :  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Warren  J.  Johnson,  D.  C.  Tobias, 

J,  8.  Stahr,»  Ph.D.,  E.  N.  Kremer.* 

Elders:  J.  J.  Niasley,*  Henry  Terry,*^  Josiah  Keen,*"  A.  M. 

Bchmidt 

F. —  ClcuHa  of  East  Stisguehanna, 

Revs. :  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Wm.  G.  Engle,  Tilghman  Derr. 

Elders :  S.  8.  8mith,  Daniel  Eisenhart.^ 

VL — Classis  of  Wed  Susquehanna. 
Revs. :  Geo.  W.  Gerhard,  L.  D.  Steckel,  David  O.  8hoemaker. 
Elders:  D.  8.  Keller,  Wm,  Moyer,  8amuel  Getgen.* 

VIL — Chissis  of  Ooskenhoppen. 
Revs. :  L.  K.  Evans,  C.  8.  Wieand. 
Elders:  Geo.  F.  8tong,  Reuben  Beigner. 

VIIL— Classis  of  Tohickon. 
Revs. :  N.  Z.  8nyder,  M.  H.  MUl,  A.  B,  KopHn,  D.D. 
Elders :  Joseph  Moyer,*  Frederick  Grouse,*"'  Nathaniel  Mete.*^ 

IX. — Classis  of  Lehigh. 
Revs. :  Saml.  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Edwin  A.  Gremant,  M.  H.  Dief- 
enderfer,  N.  W.  Helfrich,* 

Elders:  Wilson  Peter,*^  R.  H.  Kramm.*^ 

X. — Classis  of  Schuylkill. 

Revs. :  J.  J.  Fisher,"  O.  H.  Strunck,  H.  Mosser,  A«  R.  Bartholomew.* 

Elders :  Daniel  8hepp,'*'  Daniel  Miller,*^  H.  Y.  Stoner,  Jeremiah 

Aulenbach.*^ 

XL — Classis  of  Wyoming, 

Revs. :  D.  E.  Schoedler,'  J  no.  A.  Peters,  DD.,  F.  K.  Levan. 
Elders :  Henry  Fornwald,*  Daniel  Clinger.*^ 

Advisory  Members. 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Revs.  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  D.  F.  Brendle, 
D  D.,  J.  E.  8mith,  T.  A  Huber  and  Lie  Geo.  H.  MUIer. 

Lebanon  Classis,  Revs.  Thos.  M.  Yundt  and  Chas.  H.  Coon. 

Philadelphia  Classis,  Revs.  Daniel  Feete,  L.  G.  Kremer,  H.  T. 
8pangler,  Jno.  H.  8echler,  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  Uriah  Weidner,  Jas. 
I.  Good,  D.D.,  Jos.  B.  8humaker,  D.D.,  Chas.  G.  Fisher  and  Elder 
H.  C.  Hoover. 

Lancaster  Classb,  Revs.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  8.  Sweitzer,  Au  B, 


Shenkle,  E,V.  Gerbart,D.D.;  Lie, Richard  C.Schiedt.and  Elders, 
Wm.  H.  Seibert  and  Geo.  W.  HeDsel. 

East  Susquehanna  Claaau,  Rev.  Jo§hua  H.  Derr, 

Wert  Susquehanna  Claaus,  Rer.  Tho>.  8  Land. 

Goehenhoppen  Clasiis,  Rev.  A.  L.  Deohant,  S.  M.  K.  Huber,  J. 
R  Freeman, 

Tohickon  Claswa.  Revs.  J.  J.  Rothtrock,  Jaa.  G.  Dengler. 

Lehigb  Clasds,  Rev.  Thofc  N.  Reber,  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph  D., 
Wm.  R.  Hofferd,  D-D. 

Bchaylkill  Clanis,  Revs.  C.  S.  Gerhard,  Rufue  W.  Miller. 

Wyoming  Clanis,  Rev.  Geo.  S.  Sorber. 

German  Clasds  of  Philadelphia,  Rev.  K  Gehr,  D.D.  and  Rev. 
Geo.  A.  Scheer. 

Maryland  Gassis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Rev.  S.  L.  Whitmore. 

Hercersburg  ClaaBiB,  Synod  of  Potomac,  Elder  John  Bowman. 

Wichita  Claasis,  Synod  of  Interior,  Rev,  D.  B.  Shuey.  ' 

R«v.  Ambrose  D.  Gring,  Missionary  to  Japan. 
Ot/ur  Churchet. 

Rev.  J.  Lincoln  Litcb  and  Rev.  D.  W.  Moore  of  the  Freflbyter- 
ian  Cfaurcb.  Norriatown,  Rev.  S.  T.  Leopold  of  the  Evang  Church, 
Rev.  J.  Dickenson  of  the  Methodist  Church,  Rev.  Isaac  Gibson, 
Rector  of  Episcopal  Charch,  Rev.  J.  M.  Hinson  of  the  Meth.  E. 
Church,  all  of  Norrislown ;  Rev.  J.  R.  Hendricks  of  Trinity  Church, 
CoUegeville,  and  Rev.  Peter  Moerdyke  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan. 

Rev.  I.  K.  Loos.  DD.,  and  Rev.  Thos.  N.  Reber,  being  secundi, 
occapied  the  place  of  their  primarii  during  a  part  of  the  session. 
Rev.  D.  E-  KIopp,  D.D.,  secunda^  occupied  the  place  of  Rev.  Jas, 
L  Good,  D.D.,  primarius,  during  the  whole  of  the  seasiou^. 

•  nwBM  OD  th>  roll  IiuUaai*  Uia  d>7  «b*ii  tb*  delegaWa 
.    Th>  l*tt*n  of  Ita*  (Iphkbet  IndiaaM  the  diy  that  tb«r 


ARTICLE  ni. 

ELECnOir  OF  OFFICERS. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  DC,  of  Hellertown,  Pa.,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent 
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Rey.  Geo.  W.  Grerhard  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  was  chceen  Co^ 
responding  Secretary. 
Rev.  John  P.  Stein  of  Millersville,  Pa.,  is  Stated  Clerk. 
Elder  John  J.  Niasley  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.,  was  elected  Treasarer. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  rales  of  order  were  read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  bar  of  the  house  was  defined  to  extend  to  the  tenth  pew  from 
the  chancel.  The  session  hours  of  Synod  for  the  day  were  declared 
to  be  from  9  A.  m.  to  5  p.  m.,  with  recess  from  11.30  A.  m.  to  2  p.  m. 
The  evening  sessions  began  at  7.30  p.  m. 


ARTICLE  V. 

BTAKDIKG  COMHITrEEB. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees : 
L  On  Minutes  of  Synod, — Revs.  L  D.  Steckel,  J.  B.  Henry,  Wm. 
G.  Engle,  and  Elders  S  S.  Smith  and  Jno.  L  Saylor. 

II.  On  Overtures. — Revs.  E.  A.  Gemant,  Tilghman  Derr,  N.  W. 
Helfrich,  and  Elders  Wm.  Moyer  and  Jno.  Gemmel. 

III.  On  Minutes  of  Classes.— R^vb.  T.  O.  Stem,  E.  A.  Gemant,  T. 
G.  Leinbach,  and  Elders  Eph.  B.  Shuey  and  David  Swartz. 

IV.  On  Examination  and  Licensure — Revs.  L.  K.  Evans,  H.  Mos- 
serj  G.  J.  Becker,  and  Elders  H.  Y.  Stoner  and  I.  0.  Gerhart 

V.  On  the  State  of  the  Church.— B^ys.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D.  D.,  H. 
M.  Kieffer,  Jas.  B.  May,' and  Elders  Abr.  H.  Miller  and  Geo.  F. 
Stong. 

VI.  On  ReligumB  Services — Revs.  8.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  J.  B. 
Henry,  T«bias  Kessler,  and  Elders  A.  M.  Schmidt  and  Jno.  W. 
Bickel. 

VII.  On  Theologioal  Seminary— RevB.  Jno.  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  F. 
K.  Levan,  M.  H.  Diefenderfer,  and  Elders  D.  S.  Keller  and  J.  J« 
Nissley. 

VIII.  On  3Iissions. — Revs.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  J.  B.  May,  J. 
G.  Leinbach,  and  Elders  Kath.  Metz  and  Daniel  Miller. 

IX.  On  jRnanctf.— Revs.  H.  Mosser,  J.  W.  Mabry,  O.  P.  Steckel, 
and  Elders  Fred.  Crouse  and  J.  Aulenbach. 


X.  On  NofndnaJtionB. — Revs.  F.  K.  Levan,  J.  J.  Fisher^  W.  J. 
Johnaon,  and  Elders  David  Eisenbart  and  J.  J.  Nissley. 

XL  On  i\i*/ioa^tan.— Revs.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  C.  F.  Wieand, 
J.  H.  Pannebecker,  and  Elders  Jno.  W.  Bickel  and  H,  M.  House- 
keeper. 

ARTICLE  VL 

OOMMUNICATIOirS. 

The  Minnies  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon, 
Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Goshenhoppen,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Wyoming  were 
received,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes,  except  the  reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statis- 
tical tables,  which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  that 
subject 

2.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of 
Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Education  were  received,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Theological  Seminary. 

B.  The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  accompanied  with  the 
Treasurers'  Report  was  recdved.  The  former  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  and  the 
Report  of  the  Editorial  Commission  were  received,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  the  Report  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Board  of  Missions  were  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Kumerotw  other  documents  were  received  and  handed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VIL 

MIKUTEB  OF  BTHOD. 

The  Minntes  of  Synod  of  the  Annual  Sessions,  held  a  year  ago 
at  Sunbury,  were  rrferred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  District  Synod.    The  Committee  submitted  its  report,  which  was 
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considered  item  hj  item  and   adopted.    The  Report  with  action 
taken,  reads  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Sjnod  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing items,  viz : 

Item  1,  Page  19.  Lebanon  Olassis  was  requested  to  reconsider  its 
action,  in  refusing  to  assume  the  apportionment  made  upon  it  for 
repairing  the  property  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Item  2,  Page  40.  The  Oommittee  on  Endowment  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,,  at  Lancaster,  is  continued. 

Bern  3,  Page  57.  The  Officers  of  Synod  were  instructed  to  Aimish 
an  official  copy  of  its  action,  to  a  committee  relative  to  recovering 
damages  from  the  government,  for  the  Reformed  congregation  at 
Winchester,  Va. 

Item  4,  Page  57.  A  Special  Ck)mmittee  on  the  unification  of 
Home  Mission  work,  is  to  report  to  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  5,  Page  58.  The  officers  of  Synod  have  been  instructed  to 
appoint  two  men,  from  among  the  elected  delegates,  to  address  this 
Synod  on  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 

Item  6,  Page  59.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  authorized  to  send  a  cir- 
cular to  all  the  ministers,  looking  to  the  relief  of  the  treasury  of  oar 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Hem  7,  Page  70.  A  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  George  B. 
Resser,  F.  W.  Kremer  and  Elder  James  T.  Reber  are  to  get  up  a 
programme  on  practical  church  work  subjects,  and  select  speakers 
for  this  meeting  of  Synod. 

Item  8,  Page  79.  The  Board  of  Publication  is  directed  to  sell  real 
and  personal  property  of  the  board,  etc. 

Hem  9,  Page  80.  The  matter  of  the  editorship  of  the  Messenger, 
was  referred  to  a  commission. 

Item  10,  Page  80.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  communicate 
officially  to  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  Potomac,  the  action  had  in 
reference  to  our  publication  interests. 

Item  11,  Page  81.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  directed  to  have  3.300 
copies  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  Synod  published  in  the 
English  language,  and  500  copies  in  Grerman. 

Ttem  12,  Page  85.  The  Stated  Clerk  is  immediately  to  notify 
Classical  Committees  in  reference  to  arrears  on  Wichita  Univer- 
sity. 
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Item  13,  Page  39.  GlaaseB  are  directed  to  place  their  beneficiaries 
under  the  parent  board.    BespectfuUj  submitted, 

L.  D.  Stbckel,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Sjnod  on  the  Ist  and  13th  items,  see  Article  X 
on  Minutes  of  Glasses.  On  item  2,  see  Article  XIU,  on  Theologi- 
cal Seminary.  The  items  3,  6,  10, 11  and  12  were  reported  as 
attended  to.  On  item  4,  see  Article  XIV,  on  Missions.  On  items 
5  and  7,  see  Article  IX,  on  Religious  Service.  On  items  8  and  9, 
see  Airticle  XIX,  on  Publication. 

ARTICLE  Vni. 

OYEBTDRES. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  its  report  which  was  con- 
sidered, item  by  item,  and  finally  adopted.  The  report  is  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — ^Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  as  claiming  the  attention  of 
Synod: 

1.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  United  States. 

2.  Report  of  Bethany  Orphan's  Home. 

3.  A  copy  of  the  History  of  Bethany  Orphan's  Home  by  Supt  T. 
M.  Yundt 

4.  Overture  and  Invitation  inviting  Synod  to  meet  at  Zion's 
Reformed  Church,  Allentown,  Pa. 

5.  Overture  and  Action  of  Pittsburgh  Synod  concerning  Publi- 
cation Interests. 

6.  Petition  of  Elder  Joshua  Gross  and  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  members  of  Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

7.  A  copy  of  a  book  entitled  "  A  Live  Church"  by  Rev.  A.  B. 
Koplin,  D.D.    Presented  by  Daniel  Miller. 

8.  A  catalogue  of  publications  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publica- 
tion House,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

9.  A  number  of  copies  of  the  publications,  issued  by  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  House. 

10.  Two  copies  of  '*  Conference  on  Union  between  Reformed 
Church  in  North  America  and  Reformed  Church  in  United  States 
held  in  Philadelphia,  April  3  and  4, 1888. 
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11.  Catalogues  of  Franklin  &  Marshall  Goll^;ep  of  Palatinate 
Collie,  of  Ursinus  Coil^;e  and  Allentown  Female  Seminary. 

BespectfuUy  Submitted, 

E.  A.  Gernant,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  on  item  1,  see  Article  XIV,  on  Misdons ;  on  2,  3, 
10,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscellaneous ;  on  item  4,  see  Article  XXTTT, 
on  Adjournment ;  on  items  5,  8  and  9,  see  Article  XIX,  on  Publi- 
cation ;  on  item  6,  see  Article  XYIU,  on  Complaints ;  on  item  7, 
the  book  was  gratefully  received  and  the  thanks  of  Synod  tendered 
to  the  publisher;  on  item  11,  the  catalogues  from  thefle  various 
Institutions  of  Learning  were  received,  and  the  Institutions  were 
favorably  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Church. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

BEUGIOUB  BERVIGES. 

The  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious 
services.  The  Standing  Committee  on  this  subject  reported  from 
time  to  time  the  Order  of  Services,  designating  the  persons  who  were 
to  fill  the  appointments.     The  report  was  finally  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Beligious  Services  would  respectfully  report 
as  follows : 

Thursday  Evening — Sermon  by  Bev.  S.  O  Wagner,  D  J).  Altar 
service,  Bev.  J.  C.  Leinbach. 

Friday  Eoening  ^H.ome  Missionary  Service.  Opening  Service, 
Bev.  Tilghman  Derr.  Addresses,  Bev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.D.^  Elder 
D.  S.  Keller,  Esqr.,  Bev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 

Saturday — 2  o'clock  p.m.  Preparatory  Service.  Sermon  by  Rev. 
J.  S.  Stahr,  Ph  D.  Altar  service,  Bev.  H.  M.  Kieffer  and  Rev.  M. 
H.  Mill. 

Saturday  Eoenin^ — ^Practical  Church-work  topics.  Religious  Ser* 
vice,  Bev.  L.  D.  Steckel.  Speakers,  Rev.  R  N.  Kremer,  S.  G.  Wag- 
ner, D.D.,  Bev.  W.  J.  Johnson. 

Sunday  Morning — Communion.  Sermon,  Bev.  A.  B.  Koplin, 
D.D.  Altar  service,  Bev.  L.  K.  Evans  and  Bev.  S.  6.  Wagner, 
D.D. 

Sunday — 2  p.m.    Sunday-school  Service.    Addreases,  Elder  A. 


11 


H.  Schmidt,  Rev.  O.  H.  Btrunck,  Bev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  Rev. 
Ambrose  D.  Gring. 

Sunday  Evening — Foreign  Missionary  Service.  Opening  Service, 
Rev.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  D.  D.  Addresses,  Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  Rev. 
C.  Z,  Weuer,  D.D.,  Rev.  A.  R  Bartholomew,  Rev«  Ambrose  D. 
Oring. 

Trinity  Reformed  Church — Sanday-flchool  Service,  9  a.m.  Ad- 
dresses, Rev.  W.  R  Reily,  D.D.,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  Elder  T.  T. 
Miller. 

Service  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church — ^At  10:30  [AM.  Sermon, 
Rev.  Henry  Moeser.    Altar  service.  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein. 

Fird  Presbyterian  Church — ^Morning,  Rev.  J.  H.  A  Bomberger, 
D.D.    Evening,  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.D. 

Central  Presbyterian  Church — Morning,  Rev.  E.  V.  Grerhart, 
D.D.     Evening,  Rev.  W.  R.  Reily,  D.D. 

Ftrd  Methodist  Church  (De  Kalb  /S^.)— Morning,  Rev.  A.  R 
Bartholomew.    Evening,  Rev.  O.  H.  Strunck. 

Oak  Street  Methodist  CAtircA— Evening,  Rev.  M.  H.  Mill. 

Evangelical  Association — ^Morning,  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler.  Evisn- 
ing.  Rev.  D.  O.  Shoemaker. 

Wentz  Reformed  Church — Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker. 

Boehm  Rearmed  Church — Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  H. 
M.  Kie£^. 

Rearmed  Church  of  the  Strangers,  West  Philadelphia — Rev.  J. 
C.  Leinbach. 

Reformed  Church,  Spring  City — ^Rev.  E.  N.  Eremer. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  R  Brideztbauoh,  Chairman. 

The  Committer  appointed  a  year  ago,  to  select  topics  and  appoint 
speakers,  reported  to  Synod  and  the  report  was  adopted.  The 
subjects  and  speakers  are  as  follows : 

**  L^timate  or  Scriptural  Methods  of  Raising  Funds  for  Benev- 
olent Church  Purposes,"  Rev.  £.  N.  Eremer, 

**  Is  the  Church  at  present  showing  Fidelity  to  the  Standard  of 
Christian  Discipline  given  by  the  Saviour?'' Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner, 
DJ). 

^  Do  the  International  Lesson  Leaves  fully  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Sunday  School  Institution?"  Rev.  W.  J.  Johnson. 
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Interesting  papers  on  these  subjects  were  read  bj  the  speakers 
designated  at  the  Service  on  Saturday  Evening. 

Rev.  John  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  was  appointed  to  address  Synod  on 
Friday  Evening  at  its  Missionary  meeting  on  the  subject  of  Home 
Missions  and  Rev.  H.  Mosser  on  Sunday  Evening  on  the  subject  of 
Foreign  Missions. 

ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Glasses  presented 
its  report  during  the  session  on  Friday,  which  were  disposed  of  item 
by  item  and  finally  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Gommitee  on  Minutes  of  Glasses  begs  leave  to  ofier  for  your 

consideration  the  following  items  culled  from  the  Minutes  of  the 

several  Classes : 

L  IrregiUaritiea. 

1.  Lebanon  Glassis  fails  to  propound  the  Constitutional  questions 

to  the  del^;ated  Elders  of  its  charges,  p.  5. 

.    2.  Philadelphia  Claasis  transacted  business  at  a  special  meeting 

during  a  part  of  which  there  was  no  quorum  present,  p.  43. 

3.  Lancaster  Classis  fails  to  furnish  the  Synod,  for  the  use  of  its 
Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  with  the  required  schedule  of 
items. 

4.  East  Susquehanna  fails  to  attach  its  seal  to  the  Minutes  of  its 
special  and  annual  sessions,  and  also  to  its  statistical  table,  and 
Report  on  the  State  of  Religion^  and  Morals. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  give  the  number  of  Minis- 
ters in  its  Connection. 

6.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  &il8  to  approve  the  Minutes  of  one 
of  its  special  meetings,  p«  4. 

7.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  attach  its  seal  to  the  Sta- 
tistical Table. 

8.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  date  its  call  for  a  special  meet- 
ing, p.  3. 

9.  Groshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  sign^  or  attest  some  of  its  Min- 
utes, pp.  2,  29,  32. 

10.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  adopt  th^  Minutes  of  two  of 
its  special  meetings,  pp.  2,  33. 
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11.  Goehenhoppen  Claflns  fails  to  attach  its  seal  to  its  Statistical 
Table  and  Report  on  the  Btat^  of  Religion  and  Morals. 

12.  Lehigh  Glassis  fiuls  to  giye  the  name  of  the  church  in  which 
its  next  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held,  p.  67. 

13.  Wyoming  Classis  fails  to  mention  the  place  where  its  last 
Annual  Meeting  was  held,  p.  9. 

14.  Wyoming  Classis  fidls  to  give  the  number  of  Ministers  in 
its  Connection. 

15.  Wyoming  Classis  fails  to  attach  its  seal  to  the  official  copy 

of  its  Minutes. 

IL  Bequeds. 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  excuse  it  from  the  ap- 
portionment for  Wichita  University,  p.  28. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  direct  the  officers  of 
"The  Ministerial  Belief  Society*'  to  prepare  and  publish  a  new 
tract,  p.  28. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  change  its  Synodical 
title,  p.  33. 

4.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  overture  Greneral 
Synod  to  postpone  the  work  of  preparing  a  new  Hymn-Book  for 
the  Church,  p.  31. 

5.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  requests  Synod  to  overture  Gen- 
eral Synod  not  to  publish  an  additional  collection  of  Hymns  at 
this  time,  p.  35. 

6.  Tohickon  Classis  requests  Synod  to  take  certain  action  with 
reference  to  the  amount  assessed  on  it  for  Wichita  University,  p.  21. 

7.  Tohickon  Qassis  requests  Synod  to  take  certain  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  "  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers  and 
their  Widows/'  p.  27. 

8.  Wyoming  Qaasis  asks  Synod  to  permit  it  to  use  the  Church 
Extension  Fund  in  payment  of  the  Mission  apportionment,  p.  40. 

9.  Wyoming  Classis  requests  Synod  to  overture  General  Synod 
not  to  authorize  another  Hymn-Book  at  this  time,  p.  49. 

III.  Appeab  and  ChmplainU. 
1.  Rev.  L  E.  Loos,  D.D.,  Counsel  for  the  Consistory,  gives  no- 
tice that  he  will  appeal  from  the  decision  of  East  Pennsylvania 
Glasns  in  the  appeal  of  A.  F.  Ejught  and  others,  members  of 
Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  p.  15. 
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2.  Bev*  L  K.  Loob,  D.D.,  gives  notice  of  appeal  to  Synod  from 
the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Claserisy  requesting  him  to  withdraw 
from  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  p.  54. 

3.  Rev.  L  EL  Loos,  D.D.,  gives  notice  of  appeal  to  Synod  from 
the  instruction  given  him  by  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  to  cease 
the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  Grospel  Ministry  within  the 
bounds  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  p.  56. 

4.  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D ,  gives  notice  of  appeal  to  Synod  from 
the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  in  declaring  a  so-called 
excommunication  of  A.  F.  Knight  null  and  void,  p.  66. 

5.  Rev.  I.  K.  Loos,  D.D.,  gives  notice  of  appeal  to  Synod  from 
the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  in  declaring  the  election 
for  Congregational  officers,  held  by  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Re- 
formed Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  on  May  9th,  1888,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  hence  null  and  void,  and  ordering  a  new  election,  p.  68. 

IV.  Subjeda  Referred  to  Classes. 
AU  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  all  the  subjects  referred 
by  Synod,  with  the  following  exceptions : 

1.  'East  Pennsylvania  Classis  asks  to  be  excused  for  the  present 
year  from  assuming  the  apportionment  for  Wichita  University,  p. 
38. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  declines  to  accept  the  apportionment  for 
Harbor  Missions,  and  Wichita  University ;  modified  its  action  of 
last  year,  touching  assessment  for  Seminary  Repairs,  and  took  no 
action  on  the  subject  of  Women's  Missionary  Societies  further  than 
to  refer  it  to  a  Special  Committee,  the  Committee  failing  to  report, 
pp.  10  and  11. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  declines  to  accept  the  apportionment  for 
Harbor  Missions,  and  reiterates  its  action  of  1886.    pp.  27  and  28. 

4.  Philadelphia  Classis  directs  the  attention  of  Synod  to  a  certain 
resolution  taken  in  response  to  the  request  of  Synod  that  beneficiary 
operations  be  carried  on  through  the  Parent  Board,  p.  27. 

5.  Lancaster  Classis,  for  reasons  assigned,  declines  to  transfer  its 
beneficiaries  to  the  care  of  the  Parent  Board,  p.  25. 

6.  Tohickon  Classis  declines  to  accept  Synods'  apportionment  for 
Wichita  University,  p.  27. 

7.  Lehigh  Classis  declines  to  comply  with  the  request  of  Synod  to 
carry  on  its  benefidary  operations  through  the  Parent  Board,  p.  36. 
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8.  Schuylkill  ClasBU  is  unwilling  to  accede  to  the  request  of  Synod 
to  place  its  beneficiaries  under  the  Parent  Board  of  Education,  p.  16. 

V' — Lieensurej  Ordination^  Reception  an^  DigmisacU. 

1.  East  Pennsjlyania  Classis  licensed  Mr.  George  H.  Miller ;  re- 
ceived Rev.  John  Wolbach  from  Clarion  Classis,  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh; Rev.  Geo.  W.  Bemagen  from  Kansas  Classis,  Synod  of 
the  Interior ;  dismissed  Licentiate  S.  H.  Phillips  to  Tohickon  Classis  ; 
Kev.  A.  R.  Thompson  to  the  Classis  of  Virginia,  Synod  of  the 
Potomac;  Rev.  J.  E.  Freeman  to  Goshenhoppen  Classis;  Rev. 
Ocio.  W.  Kershner  to  the  Classis  of  Wyoming. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  ordained  the  Licentiates  James  B.  May  and 
O.  P.  Steckel ;  dismissed  Rev.  Aaron  H.  Leiss  to  the  Classis  of 
ZioDy  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  received  Rev.  L.  G.  Elremer  from  Mary- 
land Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac ;  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry  from 
Miami  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio ;  Licentiate  A.  D.  Wolfinger  from 
Tohickon  Classis;  licensed  Messrs.  George  Albert  Snyder  and 
Edwin  C.  Hibschman ;  ordained  Licentiate  John  A.  Mertz ;  dis- 
missed Rev.  D.  Van  Home,  D.D.,  to  Tiffin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio ; 
Licentiate  George  Albert  Snyder  to  Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of 
Potomac;  Rev.  S.  P.  Mauger  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  received  Rev.  R  N.  Kremer  from  Juniata 
ClasBiB,  Synod  of  the  Potomac ;  Theological  Student,  J.  Stewart 
Hartman  from  the  Classis  of  Gettysbuig,  Synod  of  the  Potomac ; 
licensed  MesBrs.  O.  B.  Schneder,  J.  F.  Moyer  and  J.  Stewart  Hart- 
man  ;  ordained  Licentiate  J.  F.  Moyer  and  Licentiate  J.  Stewart 
Hartman;  dismissed  Licentiate  C.  B.  Schneder  to  Schuylkill 
Classis. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  C.  H.  Mutchler  from 
Wyoming  Classis ;  Rev.  H.  H.  Sandoe  from  the  Classis  of  Alle- 
gheny, Synod  of  Pittsburgh ;  dismissed  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hartzell  to 
Northern  Illinois  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Interior. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  Prof.  Lewis  Robb  and 
MLr.  S.  Chas.  Stover ;  dismissed  Licentiate  S.  Chas.  Stover  to  Juni- 
ata Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  received  Rev.    J.  E.  Freeman  from 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis ;  Rev.  L.  D.  lieberman  from  San  Fran- 
Synod  of  the  Potomac ;  Licentiate  Joseph  D.  Peters 
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from  Lehigh.  Glassis;  diBmisaed  Bey.  L.  J.  Mayer  to  St  Paul's 
GlasBis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  licenaed  Measrs.  Stewart  Mitman,  A.  D. 
Wolfinger,  T.  C.  Strock ;  reoeiyed  Licentiate  S.  H.  Phillips  fix>m 
East  Pennsylyania  Classis;  ordained  Licentiates  S.  H.  Phillips, 
Henry  A.  Bomberger,  Titus  C.  Strock;  dismissed  Bey.  H-  A. 
Bomberger  to  Son's  Classis, . Synod  of  the  Potomac;  Licentiate 
Stewart  Mitman  to  Carlisle  Classis,  Synod  of  the  Potomac;  licen- 
tiate A.  D.  Wolfinger  to  Philadelphia  Classis. 

9.  Lehigh  Gassis  receiyed  Bey«  J.  Alyin  Beber  from  Schuylkill 
Classis;  Bey.  O.  A  Schwedes  from  Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh ;  Bey.  J.  C.  J.  Kurtz  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis ; 
licensed  Messrs.  C.  Ernest  Wagner  and  Joseph  D.  Peters;  dis- 
missed Licentiate  Joseph  D.  Peters  to  Groshenhoppen  Classis ;  Rey. 
W.  J.  Peters  to  the  Congregational  Society  of  Utah. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  receiyed  Licentiate  Chas.  B.  Schneder 
from  the  Classis  of  Lancaster ;  dismissed  Bey.  J.  Alyin  Beber  to 
Lehigh  Classis,  and  erased  from  its  roll  the  name  of  Bey.  (3eo.  A. 
Zellers. 

11.  Wyoming  Classis  receiyed  Bey.  J.  B.  Kershner  from  East 
Susquehanna  Classis ;  Bey.  R  D.  Miller  from  Heidelberg  Clasais, 
Central  Synod ;  Bey.  Geo.  W.  Kershner  from  East  Pennsylyania 
Classis ;  licensed  and  ordained  Mr.  Aaron  Noll ;  dismissed  Key. 
C.  H.  Mutchler  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis. 

VIL  Time  and  Haee  of  Meeting. 

1.  East  Pennsylyania  Classis  will  meet  in  Grace  Beformed 
Church,  College  Hill,  Easton,  Pa.,  on  Tuesday  before  Ascension 
Day,  Msy  28th,  a.d.,  1889,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Bey  J.  W.  Mabry,  Prerident;  Bey.  T.  O.  Stem,  SUded  Clerk. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  will  meet  in  St  Paul's  Beformed  Church, 
Birdsboro,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  Whitsun- 
day, at  8  o'clock  PM.,  1889.  Bey.  Geo.  B.  Besser,  IVeeideni; 
Bey.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.D ,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Matthew's  Beformed 
Church,  Chester  County,  Pa.,  on  the  last  Thursday  in  May,  1889, 
at  7:30  o'clock  p.m.  Bey.  J.  B.  Shumaker,  D.D.,  PresidenJt;  Rey. 
Jno.  H.  Sechler,  stated  Clerk. 

4  Lancaster  Classis  will  meet  in  St  Paul's  Beformed  Churdi, 
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Manheim,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  on  Monday  following  the  fourth 
Sunday  after  Easter,  the  20th  day  of  May,  1889,  at  7:30  o'clock 
P.M.  Bev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  DD.,Prendent;  Rev.  D.  W.  Gerhard, 
aUded  Clerk. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  SL  John's  Reformed 
Ci-'irth,  Catawissa,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  June  13th,  1889,  at  7:30 
o'clock  P.M.  Bev.  Joshua  H.  Derr.  Preddent ;  Rev.  J.  Calvin 
Leinbach,  SUxUd  Oerk. 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Emmanuel's  Reformed 
Church,  New  Berlin,  Union  County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wednesday 
oCMay,  1889,  at  7i  o'clock  p.m.  Rev.  T.  R.  Dietz,  PreMenl ; 
Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church, 
Pottstown,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Friday  in  May,  1889,  at  7:30  o'clock 
P.1L  Rev.  L  S.  Stahr,  President;  Rev.  C.  S.  Wieand,  Stated 
Oerk. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  will  meet  in  Salem  Reformed  Church, 
Doylestown,  Bucks  County,  Pa.,  on  Friday  after  Ascension  Day, 
May  3l8t,  1889,  at  7:30  o'clock  p.m.  Rev.  B.  B.  Ferer,  President ; 
Bev.  N.  Z  Snyder,  Staled  Clerk. 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Church  at  Trexlertown,  Le- 
high County,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May,  a.d.  1889,  at  10 
o'clock  A^M.  Bev.  Dr.  W.  M.  Beily,  President;  Bev.  E.  A. 
Gemant,  Stated  Clerk. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Beformed  Church, 
Tamaqua,  Pa.,  on  Monday,  June  17th,  ad.  1889,  at  8  o'clock  p.m. 
Bev.  J.  J.  Fisher,  President;  Bev.  H.  H.  Mosser,  Stated  Qerk,  pro 
ten. 

11.  Wyoming  Classis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Beformed  Church, 
Watsontown,  Northumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day aft»r  Whitsunday,  June  12th,  1889,  at  7:30  o'clock  p.m. 
Bev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D  D.,  President;  Bev.  S.  Sidney  Eohler,  Stated 
Clerk,  BespectfuUy  submitted, 

T.  O.  Stem,  Chairman. 

I.  The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  adopted. 

n.  Bequests  and  Beferences.    The  requests  made  by  the  Classes 

were  adopted  with  the  following  additional  action — On  1st  and  6th 

items.    See  Article  XV.  on  Finance — On  items  2,  4,  6,  7  and  9, 
2 
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Bee  Article  XXI.  Miscellaneous — On  item  3.  A  Special  Commit- 
tee was  appointed,  consisting  of  Bevs.  D.  E.  KIopp,  D.D.,  H. 
Mosser  and  Elder  Jno.  W.  Bickel,  who  are  to  report  at  the  next 
annual  sessions  of  Synod — ^On  item  8  see  Article  XIV.  on  Mis- 
sions^m.  Appeals.  For  action  on  the  5  items  under  this  head 
see  Article  XVI.  on  appeals — ^IV.  The  items  under  this  head  were 
adopted  with  the  following  additional  action :  On  items  1,  2,  3  and 
6.  See  Article  XV.  on  Finance.  On  items  2  and  3.  The  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted : 

Besolved,  That  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  r^ret  that  Lebanon 
and  Philadelphia  Classes  do  not  feel  it  their  duty  to  contribute  their 
part  of  the  apportionment  to  Harbor  Missions. 

Resolved,  That  Synod  reiterates  its  request  to  Lebanon  Classis  to 
pay  its  portion  for  the  repairs  on  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lan- 
caster, Pa.  Bearing  on  items  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  with  instructions  to  de- 
fine under  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Sunbury,  Pa.  (see  Minutes  of 
1887,  p.  39),  the  relation  of  Beneficiary  Students  to  the  Synod's 
Board  of  Education,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Claases  by  which 
they  are  supported  on  the  other,  the  said  committee  to  report  at 
the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod* 

The  committee  consists  of  Rev.  8.  O.  Wagner,  DJ>.,  N.  Z.  Sny- 
der and  Jacob  Laufer. 

All  the  items  under  the  V.,  VI.  and  VIL  general  heads  were 

adopted.  

ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMIKATION,   LIOENBUBS  AND  OBDINATTOK. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Or- 
dination submitted  the  following  Report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination 
would  rcspectfoUy  report,  that  no  applicants  appeared  for  examina- 
tion, and  that  no  other  matters  were  referred  to  your  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted,  L.  K.  Evans,  Cfuxirman, 

ARTICLE  XIL 

REFOBT  ON  STATE  OF  BGUGION. 

The  followii^g  Report  on  Religion  and  Morals  was  received  and 
adopted.    The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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Your  Committee  on  the  state  of  Religion  within  the  bounds  of 
this  Synod,  begs  to  report  that,  having  read  and  examined  the  re- 
ports of  the  several  Classes,  it  finds  these  reports,  as  a  whole,  breath- 
ing the  spirit  of  encouragement  and  telling  of  more  than  ordinary 
activity  and  energy.  In  view  of  all  that  they  show  us,  we  are 
called  on,  as  a  Synod,  to  express  the  heartiest  and  most  earnest 
thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  continued  presence  and 
blessing  of  the  great  head  of  the  Church,  our  divine  Lord  and 
Master,  and  that  to  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  Church, 
he  has  vouchsafed  the  indwelling  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit — ^while 
here  and  there,  now  and  then,  clouds  have  cast  their  shadows  over' 
the  field,  where  the  Church  has  been  planted,  yet  peace  has  gener- 
ally reigned,  and  very  great  progress  has  been  made. 

The  word  has  been  statedly  preached,  the  Sacraments  adminis- 
tered, the  children  instructed  and  brought  into  full  membership 
with  the  Church  through  the  time-honored  custom  of  Confirma- 
tion. Pastoral  visitation  has  been  generally  and  faithfully  attended 
to,  with  the  results  promised  by  the  Master  himself. 

These  results  appear  in  the  number  of  new  Churches  built,  of 
old  ones  renovated,  the  building  of  parsonages.  In  better  organi- 
zation for  Church  work  ;  in  the  division  and  multiplication  of 
charges ;  in  the  organization  of  Missionary  Societies ;  but  more  es- 
pecially in  building  up  the  faith  of  the  members  of  the  Church ; 
in  the  winning  of  souls  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  the  service  of 
the  Master. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  statistical  table,  as  well  as  from  what 
has  been  said,  that  we  have  gone  forward.  It  is  very  true,  that 
while  this  is  so,  yet  all  this  only  shows  that  we  should  be  stimu- 
lated to  more  earnest  and  faithful  endeavor.  It  becomes  us  then 
with  devout  thankfulness  to  take  renewed  courage,  go  forward  and 
onward  in  our  appointed  work  with  zeal  and  energy,  assured  of  the 
blessing  of  God,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost. 

It  has  pleased  Qod  during  the  past  Synodical  year  to  remove 
out  of  the  Church  militant  to  the  Church  triumphant,  from  the 
ranks  of  the  ministry,  the  Rev.  F.  W.  Dechant,  the  Rev.  D.  Y. 
Heisler,  D.D.|  from  among  the  eldership,  we  shall  miss  the  Coun- 
sels of  J.  H.  Pearsol  and  Philip  Amdt  They  have  entered  on 
their  reward. 
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When  we  are  'done  with  our  work  below,  and  as  we  enter  the 
presence  of  the  Master  in  glory,  may  we  hear  the  Word  of  com- 
mendation and  welcome,  "  Weil  done,  good  and  faithful  8ervant| 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."  BespectfuUy  submitted, 

D.  E.  Klofp,  Chairman* 


ARTICLE  Xm. 

THEOLOCICAL  BEMOTABT. 

J.  ReporU  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Visitors. 
♦  (a)  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Eeformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales. 

Dear  Brethren :  I  enclose  with  this  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  and  beg  leave  to  say  further,  that  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  held  two  meetings  during  the 
year — one  on  the  10th  of  May  in  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Lan- 
caster, ]^a.,  at  which  were  present  G.  W.  Hensel,  J.  B.  Roth,  Geo. 
Z.  Kunkel,  John  D.  Skiles,  J.  H.  Keifier,  George  Hill,  Israel 
Loucks,  C.  A.  Shultz  and  A.  G.  Renninger.  Excuses  were  re- 
ceived from  D.  W.  Gross  and  Charles  Santee  for  non-attendance. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Board  were  all  re-elected  by  acdama- 
tion. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held  on  September  20th,  in 
the  First  Reformed  Church,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  present,  D.  W.  Gross, 
J.  B.  Roth,  G.  Z.  Kunkel,  Charles  Santee,  J.  H.  Keiffer,  Israel 
Loucks,  C.  A.  Shultz  and  George  Heilman.  Postals  were  received 
from  George  Hill  and  A.  G.  Renninger,  asking  to  be  excused. 

The  Treasurer,  J.  B.  Roth,  presented  his  report,  which  was 
audited  and  found  correct,  with  a  balance  in  his  hands  of  $493.96. 
Among  other  items  of  business,  the  foUowiog  action  was  taken : 

That  the  Synods  of  the  Church  be  requested  to  continue  the  as- 
sessments on  the  different  classes  for  Theological  Seminary  aid,  and 
that  they  direct  the  stated  clerks  to  report  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Seminary  a  statement  of  such  amounts  assessed. 

Respectfully  submitted,  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel, 

Harrisburg,  Oct.  4, 1888.  Sec'y  of  B.  T  Theo.  Seminary. 
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Both,  7¥e€mirer,  in  account  with  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the 
Beforjued  Church  in  the  United  States, 

DR. 

To  amonnt  of  balance  dae  Seminary  to  date $765  20 

To  interest  from  Lehigh  Glassis,  to  Oct.  1, 1887 15  00 

"     W.  Lysinger,  to  Nov.  15, 1887 30  00 

"     P.  Schaum,  to  Oct.  1, 1887 30  00 

"        "         "     Home  Bonds,  to  Oct.  1, 1887 5  00 

"        "         "     S.  M.  Keen,  to  Oct.  1. 1887 75  00 

"        "         "  WestSasqaehannaClassis,  on  acct...  5  22 

"        "         "  Hon.  Geo.  F.  Baer,  to  April  1. 1888..  120  00 

"        "         "     Kieffer  Legacy 237  50 

"        "         "     Cook  Legacy 30  00 

a        «         <f     ^  H  Binier,  to  Oct.  1, 1887 30  00 

"        "         "  Mercersburg  Olassis.  to  Jan.  1,  1888.  26  50 

"         **     Newton  Groff,  to  Oct  1. 1887 30  00 

"         "     8.  Johnson,  to  Oct.  1. 1887 30  00 

"        "         "     Geo.  B.  Ashford,  to  Nov.  1. 1887 10  50 

"         "     E.  M.  Killough,  to  Nov.  1. 1887 75  00 

"        "         "     Geo.  Sarbaugh,  to  Oct.  1, 1887 90  00 

"        "         "  L.  P.  and  C.  Titus,  to  Oct.  1, 1887....  9  00 

u        If         If  ^  gtrom  Mortgage,  to  Dec.  1, 1887.  87  50 

"        "         "  Richardson  Mortgage,  to  Dec.  1 , 1 887. '    29  75 

"        "         "  Lehigh  Val.R.R.&nds,  Dec.  1,1887  150  00 

"         "  Jno.  N.  Bnibaker.  to  April  1, 1888...  90  00 

**        "         "  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  to  Oct.  29, 1887  42  00 

"        "         "     Loan 69 

«  •     "         "     Fink  Mortgage,  to  Jan.  1, 1888 8  75 

•'       "         "     Roath  Mortgage,  to  Dec.  19, 1887 42  00 

"        "         "     Jacob  Heyser.  on  account 75  00 

"        •'         "     Loan 20  00 

ff  Tjj^  ^  Q^^  jj^j^^  ^  j^^  9^  lgg3  21  00 

"        "         *'     John  Kepner,  on  account 50  00 

"         "     E.  8.  Stehman,  to  Feb.  3, 1888 30  00 

"        "         "  Gee.  W.  Schroyer,  to  Feb.  8, 1888....  105  00 

**        "         ••     Lane  A  Co.,  to  Feb.  1, 1888 180  00 

"        "         "     Temporary  Loan  to  date 97  00 

"     John  Becker,  to  Feb.  28, 188S 240  00 

"        '*         "     Jacob  Heyser,  on  account 75  00 

"        "         "     Geo.  Sarbaugh.  to  April  1,  1888 90  00 

"         "     W.  Lysinger,  to  May  15. 1888 30  00 

«     ^  ^  Binier,  to  April  1, 1888 30  00 

"  Samuel  M.  Keen,  to  April  1,  1888....  75  00 

'•     F.  Schaum,  to  April  1, 1888 27  76 

"        "        "     Adam  Keen,  to  April  1, 1888 30  00 

"     Newton  Groff,  to  April  1, 1888 80  00 

"        "         "     S.  Johnson,  to  April  1, 1888 30  00 

"        "         '*     Loan 1  60 

"     A.  M.  Steacy,  to  June  12, 1888 96  00 

"       "         "     L.  P.  &  C.  Titus,  to  April  1, 1888 9  00 

"         "     G.  M.  Zahm.  to  April  12. 1888 16  50 

•*        "         "     Loan 8  00 
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interest  from  Kieffer  Legacy 290  40 

Loan 6  47 

Geo.  Carbaugh.  in  full 466  60 

Geo.  Sarbaugh,  in  full 7  00 

Job  Bobinton.  to  April  25, 1888 36  00 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  to  July  4, 1887 12  00 

Geo.  B.  Aahford,  to  May  1, 1888 10  50 

Zion'8  Glassis,  to  May  1. 1888 23  22 

E.  M.  Killough,  to  May  1, 1888 76  00 

Loan 10  43 

Jacob  Heyser,  on  account 60  00 

Rev.  G.  B.  Dechant 76  00 

Mrs.  Anna  Eyerman,  to  June  13, 1889  60  00 

E.  Penna.  Cbiasis,  to  Oct  1, 1887 81  25 

L.  Strom  Mortgage,  to  June  1,  1888..  87  50 

£.  A.  Richardaon,  to  June  1, 1888....  29  75 

Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Treas.  Com.  of  Synod  12  76 

Juniata  Classit,  to  July  1, 1888 16  50 

Loan 33  00 

Home  Bonds 6  00 

Lehigh yal.E.R.Bond8,toJunel/68  160  00 

Wyoming  Olassis,  to  July  1, 1888 16  00 

Pink  Mortgage,  to  July  1, 1888 8  76 

Harrisburg  Bridffe  Co 6  60 

Allemania  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  diyidend  29  16  00 

Loan 60 

Tobias  Royer,  to  Aug.  8, 1888 12  00 

Geo.  Schroycr,  to  Aug.  8, 1883 106  00 

W.  Austin  Cessna,  to  May  15, 1888...  60  00 

Adam  Keen,  to  Oct  1, 1888 30  00 

John  B.  Rotii,  to  April  1, 1888 180  00 

Temporary  Loan 60  00 

P.  M^  Ermen trout,  on  account 90  00 

Aid  Fund  of  Theological  Seminary 

from  Sept  20, 1887,  to  date 769  06 

$6,306  64 

amount  paid  T.  HumphreVille's  bill $23  99 

Geo.  W.  Marion's  bill 24  00 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 

E.  y.  Gerhart,  on  account 200  00 

F.  A.  Gast,  on  account 200  00 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  to  Jan.  1.  1888 175  00 

E.  V.  Gerhart  to  Jan.  1, 1888 176  00 

F.  A.  Gast,  to  Jan.  1, 1888 175  00 

Lane  &  Co.'s  bill 7  62 

HoflTmier's  bill 5  50 

Hajcer  Bros-'s  bill 8  20 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account 200  00 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 
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Oct.    6.  By  amount  paid  F.  A.  Qast  on  account 200  00 

"      24.  "  "  Bill  of  repairs, 2  60 

Mch.   8.  "  "  Kieffer&Herr's  bill 10  80 

5.  "  "  Tho«.  G.  Apple,  to  April  1, 1888 176  00 

t       6.  "  «  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  Apnl  1, 1888 176  00 

"       5.  "  **  F.  A.  Gaat,  to  April  1, 1888 176  00 

""      23.  "  ''  Lancaster  Intelligencer 18  84 

"*      26.  <'  "  J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F.  &  M.  College..  100  00 

April  2.  "  «  Pontx  bill  (painting) 282  76 

^      16.  ••  "  Seminary  adver.  in  Almanac 12  60 

"      28.  "  "  Thofl.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 

May     7.  "  "  £.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account 200  00 

"       7.  •*  "  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account... 200  00 

"      12.  •*  "  Sprecher  A  Pfeiffer , 3  63 

"      18.  "  "  Cleaning  cisterns 6  00 

"      21.  ••  **  Silas  8.  Neff,  elecution 260  00 

June   8.  "  "'  Thos.  G.  Apple,  to  July  1, 1888 ^  176  00 

8.  «  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  July  1, 1888 176  00 

8.  "  "  F.  A.  Gast,  to  July  1, 1888 176  00 

"        8.  "^  "  J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F.  &  M.  Collie..  60  00 

9.  '*  "  Geo.  Miller's  bill 160, 

"      10.  '*  "  McKinstry  bill  (coal  oil) 2  40 

Aug.    2.  "  "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 

•'        2.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account 200  00 

"        2.  "  **  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account 200  00 

Sept    3.  *"  *'  B.  B.  Martin's  coal  bill 69  60 

"       6.  "  "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  to  Oct.  1, 1888 176  00 

•*        6.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  Oct.  1, 1888„ 176  00 

6.  "  "  F.  A.  Gast,  to  Oct.  1, 1888. 176  00 

8.  ••  "  W.  Woehlsen's  bill 11  17 

8.  "  "  John  R  Roth,  to  Oct.  1, 1888 200  00 

*'        8.  **  *^  P.  O.  SUmpe  and  stationery 6  00 

**       8.  *'  "  Stoner,  Schreiner  &  Co .,  60 

"        8.  "  "  W.  Woehlaen's  bill  in  full 68  29 

**       8.  **  **  J.  Bausman,  Treas.  F.  &  M.  College..  60  00 

8.  "  "  Library  Fund,  to  Oct  1, 1888. 79  19 

"       S.  "  **  Klopp  Legacy,  interest  to  Oct  1, 1888  40  00 

$6,812  68 
Sept  20, 1888.    Amount  of  balance  due  Seminary 498  96 

Beapectfiilly  presented,       JoHV  B.  Both,  JirMiunr, 
LameatUr,  Sepiember  20, 1888. 

The  nndersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treasu- 
rer's accounts  and  compared  voachers,  find  the  same  correct 

I.  H.  Keeper. 
JSqriember  20, 1888.  Chablbs  Santee. 

C.  A.  Shultz. 

BTATXMEnr  OF  EKBOWKEKT  FUSD. 
ItM. 

Sept  20.  For  amount  of  Fond  as  reported  Sept  20, 1887 $69,474  76 
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In  addition  to  the  sum  of  $2,050  receired  from  the 
Committee  of  Synod,  of  which  Gteo.  W.  Hensel 
is  Treas.,  and  reportCKl  by  Treas.  of  Seminary  in 
his  account  to  Sept.  20, 1887,  the  fiirther  aam  of      7,080  00 
is  hereby  acknowledged  from  the  Treaaorer  of 

said  Committee  of  Synod,  making  a  total  received 

of  $9,130  to  daU ^  $76,654  76 

September  20, 1888. 

Received,  Lancaster,  September  18, 1888,  of  Bey.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treasurer 
of  East  Pennsylyania  Classis,  Synodical  Apportionment,  $51.00. 

Receiyed,  Lancaster,  September  19, 1888,  of  C.  M.  Bousch,  Esq.,  Trea. 
surer  of  Pittsburgh  Synod,  the  sum  of  $75.00  to  pay  the  part  assumed  by 
said  Synod  for  instruction  in  elocution  in  Theological  Seminary. 

Lancaster,  September  20, 1888.  John  B.  Both,  Treaawrer. 

John  B.  Both,  Treasurer,  in  ac^t  with  Jid  Fund  qf  Theoloffieal  Seminary, 

1887.        To  «mo«At  K^celvd  of  DR* 

Sept.  28.  Lehigh  Classis  for  Seminary  repairs $79  00 

Lehigh  Classis,  Dr.  Qast*s  salary  account 70  00  149  00 

Oct.     7.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  for  Seminary  repairs    8  50 

West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Dr.  €kwt's  salary...    7  85  16  35 

Oct.    13.  Tohickon  Classis,  Seminary  repairs 5100 

Noy.     1.  Schuylkill  Classis,  Seminary  repairs 67  00 

Schuylkill  Classis,  Dr.  Gast's  salary 62  00  129  00 

Dec.  20.  Friends  of  Seminary  in  Philaadelphia  Classis, 

1888.              per  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher 22  00 

Jan.     9.  Bey.  G.£.Addams,Bloomfield  charge. 6  00 

Jan.   18.  Christ  Bef.  congregation,  per  Chas.  Santee,  Esq..  25  00 

Feb.     6.  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Geo.  Hill,  Treasurer  32  00 

F^b.  27.  Bey.  T.  G.  DeLyre,  Napa  City,  Cal 8  00 

April   2.  Carlisle  charge,  Bey.  G.  E.  Addams,  Treasurer.  8  00 

April  30.  Gk)shenhoppen  Classis,  Synodical  Apportionm't  51  00 

May     1 .  Gk)shenhoppen  Classis,  Dr.  Gast's  salary 47  00 

May     7.  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Dr.  QsaVa  salary 39  00 

May  14.  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Dr.  Qs&Vs  salary....  16  25 

May  14.  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Seminary  repairs...  22  15  38  40 

May  21.  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Seminary  repairs 19  00 

May  24.  Lancaster  Classis,  Seminary  repairs 35  00 

May  24.  Lancaster  Classis,  salary  account 81  00  66  00 

May  24.  Carlisle  Classis,  relief. 8  31 

June  25.  Tohickon  Classis,  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Treasurer 38  OO 

July    7.  Lehigh  Classis,  Seminary  repairs 21  00 

1888.  

Sept.  14.  By  amt.  credited  in  Endowment  Fund  account  $769  06 

John  B.  Both,  Jk-eamrer, 

John  B.  Both,  Treciturer^  in  account  with  Library  Iktnd, 

1888 

Sept*.  20.  Amount  of  Fund,  as  reported  Sept.  20, 1887.^2,069  96 
Less  E.  J.  Zahm's  note,  returned  as  per  action 
of  Seminary  Board,  had  May  10, 1888 250  00 

Sept.  20, 1888.  Amount  of  principal  of  Fund $1,819  96 
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1887.  DR. 

Sept  20.  To  balance  due  Library  Fund t^  35 

Oct.   13.  To  interest  from  John  Miley  to  April  1, 1886      60  00 

Sept.    8.  To  int.  from  Endowment  Fund  to  Oct.  1, 1888      79  19  $195  54 

188ir.  CR. 

Oct.  21.  Bj  amount  paid  bill  of  G.  L.  Easick 1  50 

Not.  12.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  J.  M.  Stoddard  &  Co.        6  00 
Dec.  14.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  Oassel  A  Co 8  00 

1888. 

Mch.  3.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  O.  W.  Jansen 5  00 

Mch.  3.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  Zahm  &  Co 17  87 

Mch.  3.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  W.  H.  Boy 1  50 

May  23.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  G.  L.  Essick 17  35 

May  16.  By  amount  paid  Int.  on  Sem'y  Library  (3  yrs.)  30  00 

July    5.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  F.  W.  Christern 2  80 

July    7.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  W.  G.  Bentley 4  00 

Sept.  10.  By  amount  paid  bill  of  Zahm  &  Co 17  10    105  62 

Sept.  20, 1888.  Balance  due  Library $89  92 

1888.  BuUding  Iltnd  Account. 

Sept.  20.  Amount  of  fiind  as  per  report  of  Treaaurer,  is  $12,883  05 

Amount  of  interest  on  same  to  date,  accounted 
for  in  current  expense  acc't  of  Theo.  Sem'y. 

1888.  PiUtburgh  iVq/1  Fund. 

Sept.  20.  Amount  of  Fund  is $1|718  30 

Interest  on  same  to  date,  accounted  for  in  cur- 
rent expense  account  of  Theological  Sem'y. 

1888.                                Smaltz  Fkind  AcooutU. 
Sept.  20.  Amount  of  principal  is $5,000  00 

1887.  DR. 

Oct.  25.  To  interest  received  to  Oct.  1, 1887 $137  50 

April  17, 1888.  To  interest  received  to  April  1,1888 137  50 

$375  00 

Oct  25, 1887.  By  amount  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.$137  50 
April  17, 1888.  By  amount  paid  Bev.C.G.  Fisher,  Treas.  137  50 

$375  00 
Respectfully  presented,    John  B.  Both,  Trtaturer. 

.  Laneatier,  September  20, 1888. 

• 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treasu- 
rer's accounts  and  compared  vouchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

J.  H.  Keefer. 
Charles  Saittee. 
September  20, 1888.  C.  A.  Shultz. 
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(6)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 
To  the  Reverend  l^fnod  of  the  United  States  : 

Dear  Brethren:  The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary beg  leave  to  report  that  during  the  past  year  they  endeavored 
to  discharge  their  duties  according  to  the  best  of  their  ability.  At 
the  close  of  the  Seminary  year,  they  attended  the  examination  of 
the  students,  and  as  far  as  possible  look^  into  the  moral  and  spir- 
itual condition  of  the  Institution.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  result  of  such  supervision  was  satis&ctory.  The  professors 
have  endeavored  faithfully  to  discharge  their  duties ;  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  students,  as  well  as  their  diligence  in  the  prosecution  of 
their  studies  have  been  such  as  to  commend  them  to  their  teachers 
and  the  members  of  the  Board.  On  the  whole,  the  year  brought 
to  a  close  was  one  of  more  than  usual  prosperity  to  the  Seminary, 
for  which  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  great  head  of  the  Church,  who 
has  thus  enabled  us  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  flocks 
committed  to  our  charge. 

During  the  year  ending  last  spring  there  were  in  all  forty-one 
students  connected  with  the  Seminary;  eight  in  the  Senior;  seven- 
teen in  the  Middle ;  and  sixteen  in  the  Junior. 

The  following  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class :  Daniel  W. 
Albright,  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  Thomas  O.  Bower,  Albert  Lobach, 
James  R.  Brown,  Monroe  M.  Noachre,  Raymond  E.  Butz,  Miles  O. 
Noll,  Abner  S.  Dechant,  Greorge  W.  Richards,  Harry  F.  Dittman, 
I.  Lucien  Roush,  Jonathan  V.  Greorge,  Elmer  E.  Weller,  Irwin 
W.  Hendrick,  Charles  T.  Young. 

Eleven  of  this  number  are  college  graduates.  The  remaining 
five  were  all  prepared  to  pursue  the  prescribed  course  of  study  ex- 
cept one.  This  is  again  one  of  the  largest  accessions  of  new  stu- 
dents to  the  Seminary  in  any  single  year  since  it  was  founded,  six- 
ty-three years  ago. 

The  Middle  Class  consisted  of  the  Juniors  of  the  previous  year 
with  the  exception  of  I.  Amandus  Herbst,  who  was  compelled  to 
withdraw  from  the  Seminary  for  the  want  of  funds,  and  of  Calvin 
E.  Bartholomew,  who  was  restored  to  his  place  in  the  class  with  the 
full  approval  of  the  Board. 

The  Senior  Class  having  completed  the  prescribed  course  of  study, 
and  sustained  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  presence  of  the  Board 
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WCTe  disinissed  with  the  usual  Testimonial  at  the  Anniversary  of 
the  Seminary  in  May  last.    Their  names  are  as  follows : 

Oswald  E.  Aooola,  Aaron  Noll,  I.  Stewart  Hartman,  S.  Charles 
Stover,  Stewart  XJ.  Mitman,  Charles  B.  Schneder,  John  F.  Moyer, 
Earnest  Wagner. 

Mr.  Accola  was  admitted  to  the  Senior  Class  by  virtue  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  dismission  from  the  Faculty  of  the  Mission  House  at 
Sheyboygan,  Wisconsin.  With  but  few  exceptions  all  the  mem- 
bers of  this  class  entered  upon  the  active  duties  of  the  ministry. 

The  instructions  in  elocution  during  the  year  were  satisfactory, 
and  it  is  believed  that  they  had  a  beneficial  efiect  in  improving  the 
manner  and  style  of  speaking  among  the  students  of  the  College 
and  Seminary.  The  Board,  therefore,  asks  the  three  Synods  to 
make  the  same  appropriations  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  teacher  in 
elocution  during  the  coming  year  as  they  did  last  year :  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States,  $100 ;  the  Synod  of  Pittsburg,  $75 ;  and  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $75. 

The  funds  needed  for  this  purpose  during  the  year  1886-87  were 
supplied  by  private  liberality,  with  the  exception  of  $40,  which  was 
secured  as  a  loan  by  the  President  of  the  Board,  Bev.  Dr.  A.  H. 
Kremer.  The  Board  accordingly  asks  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States  to  instruct  one  of  its  treasurers  to  return  this  amount  to  Dr. 
Kremer,  with  interest  from  the  time  it  was  loaned  until  it  is  paid, 
or  to  provide  for  its  payment  in  some  other  way. 

In  the  &11  of  1884,  the  three  Synods  represented  in  the  Semi- 
nary, resolved  each  to  endow  an  additional  professorship  in  the 
Seminary,  and  the  understanding  then  was,  that  the  new  depart- 
ment thus  created  should  be  determined  conjointly  by  the  Faculty 
and  the  Board  of  Visitors.  As  the  Board  was  informed  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Potomac  Synod  had  up  to  that  time  secured 
nearly  $20,000  for  its  professorship,  and  it  appeared  likely  that  the 
Synod  at  its  next  meeting  would  take  measures  to  fill  its  chair  in 
the  Seminary,  it  was  thought  best  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Faculty, 
with  instructions  to  report  what  branches  should  be  referred  to  the 
new  professorships  as  they  come  to  be  successively  filled.  Their  re- 
port was  approved  by  the  Board,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereby  trans- 
mitted to  their  Synods  for  thdr  approval. 

The  Seminary  enters  upon  the  present  year  with  encouraging 
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prospects,  both  as  it  regards  an  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
and  of  its  teaching  force,  which  is  truly  gratifying  to  all  its  friends. 
It  is  plain,  however,  that  the  number  of  candidates  for  the  minis- 
try in  the  Seminary  is  still  inadequate  to  meet  the  growing  wants 
of  the  Church,  and  every  effort  should  be  made  to  fill  the  Semi- 
nary  to  its  utmost  capacity.  It  is  believed,  that  there  are  not  a  few 
young  men  in  the  churches  who  would  be  willing  to  obey  the  voice 
of  the  Spirit  to  go  and  preach  the  gospel,  if  they  were  properly  en- 
couraged. Such  as  have  the  natural  and  spiritual  gift  for  this  great 
work  should  therefore  be  urged  to  enter  into  this  service,  and  as 
far  as  necessary  be  assisted  in  their  preparatory  services,  according 
to  the  law  and  custom  of  the  Church.  Respectfully  submitted, 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Oct.  5, 1888.        Theodore  Appel,  SecreUiry, 

Report  of  the  Faculty, 

As  regards  the  new  professorship  about  to  be  established  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  by  the  Potomac  Synod,  the  Faculty  reports 
as  follows: 

It  is  proposed  that  the  chair  endowed  by  the  Potomac  Synod  be 
entitled  The  Professorship  of  New  Testament  Exegesis,  and  that  the 
following  branches  of  study  be  assigned  to  it:  Hermeneutics,  New 
Testament  Introduction,  New  Testament  Biblical  Theology  and 
New  Testament  Exegesis. 

Regarding  the  other  two  chairs,  which  it  has  been  proposed  are 
to  be  endowed,  one  by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  other  by 
the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  the  following  propositions  are  sub- 
mitted: 

1.  We  suggest  that  one  chair  be  entitled  The  Professorship  of 
Practical  Theology,  and  that  to  it  be  assigned,  Catechetics,  Cultus, 
Pastoral  Theology,  Homiletics,  Elocution  and  Halieutics. 

2.  We  suggest  that  the  other  chair  be  entitled  Ihe  Professorship 
of  Old  Testament  Exegesis,  and  to  it  be  assigned  Hebrew  and  Cog- 
nate Languages,  Biblical  Geography,  Antiquities  and  Old  Testa- 
ment History. 

It  is  understood  that  so  long  as  one  or  more  of  the  proposed 
chairs  are  vacant,  the  branches  belonging  to  the  vacant  chair  or 
chairs  are  to  be  distributed  among  the  incumbents  of  the  other 
professorships.        Respectfully  submitted,    Eml.  V.  Gerhabt, 

Thea  Sem'y,  May  10, 1888.  Pres.  of  the  Faadty. 
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C.)  BEPORT  OF  TBEASURER  OF  BOARD  OF  EDTJCATIOK. 

Board  of  Edueatum  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  DhiUd 
Slatei,  in  account  with  Ohas.  G.  Fisher,  I\reamrer.    1887-1888. 

CR. 

By  balance  in  hand $1,883  58 

By  cash  per  I.  6.  Gerhart,  Treasurer  of  Tobickon  Classis 504  96 

"            BeT.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treasurer  of  East  Penna.  Classis  490  00 

"            Treasurer  of  Ref.  Church  Pub.  Board,  interest. 308  69 

"            Christ  Reformed  Church,  Philadelphia 25  65 

"            J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theol.  Sem'ny,  Klopp  Legacy.  40  00 

•'            J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theol.  Sem'ny.  Smaltz  Fund...  275  00 

"            J.  Meily,  Treas.  Synod  of  U.  S.,  Gerhart  Legacy..  12  00 

"            Dividends  of  Harrisburg  National  Bank 22  50 

"            Prof.  R.  F.  C.  Schiedt,  amount  returned 25  00 

''            Rev.  P.  M.  Tretler,  balance  of  loan  and  interest..  25  00 

"            Interest  on  loans 123  00 

»«•  $3,735  38 

To  cash  paid  to  beneficiaries  of  Tobickon  Classis $504  96 

To  cash  paid  to  beneficiaries  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis 480  00 

To  cash  paid  to  beneficiaries  on  Smaltz  Fund 235  00 

To  cash  paid  to  beneficiaries  on  General  Fund 743  50 

To  cash  paid  on  loans 1,500  00 

To  cash  paid  to  Rev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.D.,  salary  as  Secretary...  20  00 

To  cash  paid  on  expenses  to  Lancaster 4  50 

Balance  m  Treasury 247  42 

Ixmeaaier,  Pa.,  October  2, 1888.  $3,735  38 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Education  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  hereby  testifies  that  he  has  examined  the 
above  report,  with  accompanying  vouchers,  and  find  the  same  to  be  cor- 
rect Theodore  Appel. 

(d)  Report  of  the  Committee  on  AddUanal  Professorshipa  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States: 

Your  Committee  on  Endowment  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
can  report  but  a  slow  and  indifi'^rent  progress,  during  the  past  Syn- 
odical  year. 

Ld  deference  to  the  wishes  of  those  friends  of  the  Institutions  at 
Lancaster,  whose  interest  has  turned  towards  the  Endowment  of 
the  Presidency  of  the  College,  your  Committee  has  done  nothing 
more  than  made  good  the  promise  made  one  year  ago  to  the  Synod 
at  Sanbury,  Pa.  As  the  result,  the  Seminary  has  had  the  benefit 
of  $10,000  since  April,  18S8.*     This  practically  more  than  com- 

*  One  hvadred  doUan  have  been  added  to  this  amoont  tince  this  report  was 
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pletes  the  Endowment  of  the  Third  Professorship,  so  that  the 
Seminary  has  now  three  fully  endowed  professorships.  Tour  Com- 
mittee feels  the  depressing  effect  of  this  unfortunate  halt  in  its 
work.  The  enterprise  has  lost  the  freshness  and  eclai  of  the  first 
inspiration,  and  it  is  seriously  doubted  whether  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  church  can  again  be  aroused  sufficiently  to  make  the  moyement 
a  final  success. 

We  submit  it  therefore  to  the  judgment  of  this  Synod,  whether 
your  Committee  shall  be  continued  and  instructed  to  go  forward  in 
the  work.  Should  this  be  your  determination,  it  will  become  neces- 
sary to  fill  a  vacancy  created  by  the  withdrawal  of  Rev.  George  B. 
Dechant,  of  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna.  We  would  recom- 
mend the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Hacker,  as,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Committee,  a  suitable  person  to  fill  this  vacancy. 

This  committee  having  been  raised  by  Synod  before  the  Claasis 
of  Wyoming  was  formed,  and  that  Classis  being  therefore  without 
representation,  your  committee  would  request  this  Synod  to  provide 
for  such  representation,  and  would  suggest  the  name  of  the  Rev.  F. 
K.  Levan.  Respectfiilly  submitted, 

Norristown,  Oct  10, 1888.        S.  G.  Wagner,  Chair,  of  Ooin. 

IL   Report  on  Theological  Seminary. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  the 
foregoing  reports  were  referred,  presented  its  report  during  the  ses- 
sion on  Tuesday  evening.  The  report  was  considered  item  by  item, 
and  then  adopted  as  a  whole.     It  reads  as  follows: 

Your  committee  on  subjects  pertaining  to  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary begs  leave  to  present  the  following  report  for  your  considera- 
tion, to  wit : — 

The  following  papers  have  been  referred  to  us :  a)  The  Annual 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  per 
George  Z.  Kunkel,  Secretary  of  said  Board ;  b)  The  Report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Seminary ;  o)  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visit- 
ors, together  with  a  Report  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Seminary ;  d) 
The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education  ;  and  e)  A 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  further  Endowment  of  the  Seminary. 

From  these  reports  we  learn  the  following  facts,  which  merit  the 
attention  of  Synod : 
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1)  From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  that  the  several 
Sjnrids  are  requested  to  continue  their  assessments  on  the  Classes  for 
*'  the  Theological  Seminary  Aid  Fund." 

2)  From  the  Treasurer's  report,  that  the  income  of  the  Semi- 
nary during  the  year  from  all  sources  has  been  $6306.64,  and  the 
amount  of  expenditures  has  been  $5812.68,  leaving  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  $493.96. 

3)  From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  that  the  past  year 
has  been  one  of  more  than  usual  prosperity.  Sixteen  students  were 
admitted  to  the  Junior  Class  at  the  beginning  of  the  former  year, 
which  was  again  one  of  the  largest  accessions  of  new  students  since 
the  founding  of  the  Institution.  The  whole  number  of  students 
during  the  year  was  forty-one,  of  whom  eight  were  graduated  at 
the  anniversary  in  May  last.  The  instructions  in  Elocution  have 
been  continued  during  the  year  with  beneficial  results.  The  Semi- 
nary has  entered  upon  the  present  year  with  encouraging  prospects. 
The  Board  asks  an  appropriation  from  this  Synod  of  $1 00  in  part 
payment  of  the  salary  of  the  teacher  of  Elocution  during  the  com- 
ing year,  and  also  an  appropriation  of  $50  to  cover  the  principal 
and  interest  of  a  loan  made  for  the  same  purpose  two  years  ago. 
The  Faculty  in  concert  with  the  Board  of  Visitors  make  certain 
suggestions  in  regard  to  the  titles  of  the  three  professorships  pro- 
posed to  be  established  in  the  near  future. 

4)  From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, that  the  receipts  have  been  $3736.38^  and  the  disbursements 
$3487.96,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $247.42. 

5)  From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  further  endow- 
ment of  the  Seminary,  that  the  Institution  has  had  its  endowment 
fund  increased  since  April  last  to  the  amount  of  $10,100,  which 
completes  the  endowment  of  the  third  professorship,  also  that,  in 
caae  the  Synod  desires  the  further  prosecution  of  this  work,  one 
vacancy  in  the  committee  should  be  filled,  and  another  member 
added  in  order  that  all  the  classes  may  be  represented. 

In  order  to  carry  into  efiect  the  suggestions  and  recommendations 
made  in  the  forgoing  papers,  as  well  as  to  foster  and  encourage 
the  work  of  the  Iilstitution,  your  committee  would  recommend  the 
following  action,  to  wit : — 

L  Bemdvedf  That  this  Synod  recognizes  with  profound  gratitude 
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the  peculiar  bleBsing  of  God  upon  thia  ''  School  of  the  prophets" 
during  the  past  year,  both  in  the  prosecution  of  its  work,  and  in 
the  pecuniary  aid  received. 

IL  Besolvedf  That  the  classes  are  again  urged  to  search  out 
worthy  young  men,  and  encourage  them  to  enter  upon  a  course  of 
study  looking  forward  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  ministry. 

III.  Reaolvedf  That  this  Synod  assumes  $100  as  its  share  of  the 
payment  of  the  salary  of  the  teacher  of  Elocution  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  apportioned  upon  the  several 
classes. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  $50  be  also  apportioned  to 
the  several  classes  to  cover  the  aforesaid  loan  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  said  teacher 
of  Elocution  during  a  former  year. 

V.  Resolved^  That  this  Synod  aesumes  $250  for  the  Seminary 
Aid  Fund,  and  that  the  said  amount  be  apportioned  to  the  several 
classes. 

VI.  Resolved,  The  Potomac  Synod  concurring,  that  the  chair  in 
the  Seminary  endowed  by  the  Potomac  Synod  shall  be  entitled 
"  Ihe  l^ofeasoTship  of  New  leetament  liceffeM"  and  that  the  scope 
of  the  instruction  of  the  said  professorship  shall  be  the  branches 
suggested  in  the  foregoing  report  of  the  Faculty  and  the  Board  of 
Visitors  conjointly. 

VIL  Resolved,  As  to  the  other  two  chairs  proposed  to  be  en- 
dowed, one  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  the  oUier  by  this  Synod,  that 
they  shall  be,  Pittsburgh  Synod  concurring,  severally  entitled :  the 
one**2he  Professorship  of  PrcuAioal  Theology;**  and  the  other, 
"  Ihe  Professorship  of  Old  Testament  Theology^*  the  scope  of  in- 
struction of  each  being  the  branches  suggested  by  the  Faculty  and 
the  Board  of  Visitors  conjointly. 

VEIL  Resolved,  That  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  shall  be  accorded 
the  privilege  of  electing  which  one  of  these  professorships  shall  be 
peculiarly  its  own. 

ES^.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  further  endowment 
of  the  Seminary  be  continued,  and  that  they  are  hereby  instructed 
to  prosecute  their  work  as  rapidly  as  possible, 

X.  Resolved,  That  the  vacancy  of  the  representation  of  East 
Susquehanna  Classis  in  the  aforesaid  committee  be  filled  by  the  ap- 
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pointment  of  Rey.  T.  J.  Hacker,  and  furthermore  that  Rev.  F.  K. 
Levan  be  added  to  the  committee  as  the  representative  of  the  Wy- 
oming Classis. 

XI.  JUtolved,  That  the  stated  clerk  be  instructed  to  communi- 
cate the  action  of  the  foregoing  sixth  resolution  to  the  Potomac 
Sjnod ;  and  the  action  of  the  7th  and  8th  resolutions  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod.    Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Peters,  Oiairman. 

Board  of  Tntstees  of  Theological  Seminary. 
Daniel  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  John  B.  Roth,  Lancaster, 
Pa,;  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Charles  8antee,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  George  Hill,  Esq.,  Sunbury,  Pa.;  George  W.  Hensel, 
Quarryville,  Pa.;  Aaron  G.  Renninger,  Allentown,  Pa.;  George  G. 
Heilman,  Heilman's  Dale,  Pa.;  John  D.  Skiles,  Lancaster,  Pa  ; 
Israel  Laucks,  York,  Pa. ;  Henry  W.  Shriver,  Union  Mills,  Md. ; 
Edgar  Slagle,  Hanover,  Pa.;  Charles  A.  Schultz,  York,  Pa.;  Isaac 

H.  Keefer,  Chambersburg,  Pa.;  W.  H.  West, , ;  W. 

J.  Baer,  Somerset,  Pa.;  P.  S.  Hay,  Elk  Lick,  Pa.;  John  Truxal. 

Board  of  Vidlors  of  Theologieal  Seminary. 
Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D.,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Rev.  Daniel  M. 
Wolf,  Spring  Mills,  Pa.;  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  Allen- 
town,  Pa.;  Rev.  Chas.  F.  McCauley,  D.D.,  Reading,  Pa. ;  Rev. 
Charles  G.  Fisher,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.D., 
Eaflton,  Pa.;  Rev.  Albert  E.  Truzal,  Manor  Station,  Pa. ;  Rev.  E. 
£.  Eschbach,  D.D.,  Frederick,  Md.;  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  Hanover, 
Pa.;  Rev.  J.  W.  Santee,  D.D.,  Cavetown,  Md.;  Rev.  Samuel  Z. 
Beam,  D  D.,  St.  Petersburg,  Pa. ;  Rev.  A.  H.  Ej'emer,  D.D.,  Gar- 
lisle,  Pa. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

HI8SI0NB. 
L   REPORT  OF  THE  SUPBRIIVTEKDENT  OF  HOME  HIBSI0K8  FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDIKG  OCTOBER  IST,  1888. 

To  the  Reverend  Synods  of  Pittdmrgh,  of  the  Potomac  and  of  the 
United  Slates :  Dear  Brethren  : — At  the  beginning  of  this  mis- 
sionary year  we  had  on  the  published  roll  50  missions,  to  which  6 
have  been  added,  namely:  Freeland,  Hazelton,  Plymouth,  Maquo- 

keta,  Sioux  City  and  York.    Of  these  56  missions  please  note: — 1) 
3 
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Harriflburg  has  become  self-supporting.  '2)  Albany,  Emporia  and 
Orbisonia  have  been  dropped  from  the  roll  as  unpromising.  3)  The 
remaining  missions,  namely :  all  those  in  the  satistical  table  not  in 
italics,  are  the  new  roll  for  the  year  beginning  October  1st,  1888. 

NOTES  ON  THE  MI8BIONB, 

Abilene^  Kansas. — The  fruit  of  the  present  pastor's  four  years' 
work  is  a  large  and  active  membership  in  two  congregations,  and 
one  good  church  with  but  little  debt.  The  &ilure  of  crops  has 
greatly  affected  the  finances.  The  congregations  as  such  are  mis- 
sionary societies,  raising  fifty  cents  a  member  for  missions 

Albany,  Oregon. — ^Here,  even  under  faithful  and  self-denying 
effort,  the  work  has  gone  forward  but  slowly.  No  congregation  has 
yet  been  organized,  and  but  few  members  have  been  found  either  in 
the  city  or  in  the  country  around  where  he  has  been  preaching 
regularly.    The  prospects  being  poor,  the  mission  will  soon  bedoeed. 

Baltimore,  Md.—Rev.  D.  P.  Lefever  left  May  16th,  1888.  Stu- 
dent M.  O.  Noll  was  supply  for  three  months.  A  lot  has  been 
bought  and  a  church  is  now  erected  under  the  care  of  Maryland 
Classis.     The  prospects  are  better  now  than  ever  before. 

Bangor,  Pa.— Rev.  T.  A.  Huber  left  May  Ist,  1888,  and  Rev.  G. 
W.  Remagen  took  charge  the  same  date. 

Boulder,  Iowa. — Rev.  W.  E,  Shaley,  after  a  short  pastorate,  left 
March  1, 1888. 

Chambersburg,  Pa.— Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz  took  charge  May  1st, 
1888.    The  additions  have  been  large  and  the  prospects  are  bright. 

GearviUe,  Pa. — Rev.  G.  D.  Klein,  after  a  faithful  pastorate  of 
several  years,  left  July  1st,  1888,  hoping  that  a  younger  man  might 
be  able  to  do  more  than  he  for  the  mission. 

Concord,  N.  C — ^The  additions  have  been  few,  but  the  spirit  of 
the  people  is  good  and  the  prospects  are  hopeful. 

Du  Bois,  Pa. — During  the  year  many  of  our  members  lost  heavily 
by  the  great  fire  which  swept  over  the  business  part  of  the  town  ; 
but  in  good  hope  the  pastor  is  trying  to  secure  the  payment  of  the 
debt  on  the  church  as  a  great  step  toward  self-support 

Duneannon,  Pa. — The  last  report  of  the  missionary  states  that  he 
has  resigned. 

DitAore,Pa, — The  prospects  continue  good.  The  people  are 
united  and  good  work  is  done. 
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Emporia^  Kansas. — Early  in  the  year  a  missionary  was  called,  as 
a  last  efibrt  to  save  this  interest ;  but  he  declined  the  call,  and  the 
Executive  Council  dropped  the  mission  from  the  roll,  which  the 
Board  also  approves. 

Freeland,  Pa. — Half  the  services  are  in  German.  Seriously 
afiected  by  the  strike,  but  now  recovering.  Rev.  L.  G.  Edmunds  left 
July  Ist,  1888,  and  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller  at  once  took  charge.  Pros- 
pects good. 

Harruhurg,  Pa. — ^This  mission,  grateful  to  the  Ghurch  for  past 
aid,  has  now  become  self-supporling.  For  several  years  its  giving 
to  home  missions  has  almost  equalled  its  appropriations. 

JEToze/jCcmy  Pa.— The  congregation  was  organized  in  June,  1887. 
The  Sunday-school  and  Missionary  Society  were  organized  a  few 
months  later  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Miller,  who  also  supplied  the  mission 
untilJnne  1st,  1888,  when  Rev.  Aaron  Noll  became  pastor.  Ser- 
vices are  held  in  a  third-story  hall.  Building  a  church  now  engages 
their  attention. 

Imogene,  Iowa. — ^The  present  pastor  took  charge  January  1st, 
1888.    A  long  vacancy  was  hurtful.    The  field  is  improving. 

lola^  Kansas. — Brighter  prospects.  The  people  are  struggling 
with  a&ilure  of  crops,  and  yet  are  bravely  building  a  much-needed 
church. 

Johnstown^  Pa, — ^The  town  is  growing  rapidly.  The  prospects  of 
the  mission  are  good. 

Kansas  City,  JMb.— Rev.  R.  L.  Gerhart  left  April  16th.  The 
mission  wafl  supplied  by  Rev.  A.  S.  Weber  till  August  1st,  1888. 
The  interest  on  the  debt  is  met  by  the  rent  of  two  houses  on  the 
church-lot 

Lancadevy  Pa. — A  large  Sunday-flchool  and  a  large  catechetical 
class  are  hopeful  signs,  as  well  as  the  necessary  enlargement  of  its 
building.     Steady  progress  from  year  to  year. 

Lonsdale^  Pa. — ^This  promising  mission  has  enlarged  its  church, 
and  at  the  same  time  has  increased  the  pastor's  salary. 

Latrobe,  Pa, — "  Prospects  never  before  so  bright,"  says  the  pastor, 
who  now  sees  fruit  from  much  hard  work. 

LeighUm,  Iowa. — ^Rev.  D.  K.  Fulcason  took  charge  October  15th, 
1887.  He  is  greatly  encouraged  by  the  activity  of  his  people,  and 
finds  an  open  door  in  a  neighboring  settlement  of  Hollanders. 
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Lisbon,  Iowa  — Encouraging  progrees  during  the  year.  Liberal 
giving. 

Liacamb,  Iouhu — Bev.  S.  Ream  took  charge  December  Ist^  1887. 
ProepectB  are  a  little  better. 

Lock  Haven,  Pa, — **  The  best  year  of  my  pastorate/'  says  the  mis- 
sionary. Large  additions  and  fiiir  giving  point  to  early  self-sop- 
port. 

Maquoketa,  Iowa, — ^This  field,  long  self-supporting,  was  last  year 
enrolled  only  for  the  time  being,  and  hence  is  now  dropped  from  the 
roIL    Rev.  J.  K  Lewis  left  July  15, 1888. 

MarieUa,  Pa, — Prospects  are  not  bright  The  best  feature  is  a 
united  people. 

McKeesporl,  Pa, — From  this  time  this  congregation  alone  will  be 
the  mission,  the  other  having  been  detached  to  form  Braddock  mis- 
sion.   Prospects  good. 

Ml  Jackson,  Fa. — ^The  mission  has  introduced  a  better  financial 
system,  but  has  lost  heavily  by  the  death  of  leading  members. 

Napa  City,  CaL — But  little  progress  made,  and  yet  there  is  hope. 

New  York,  N,  Y. — Martha  Memorial  Reformed  Church  is  mainly 
German,  but  has  also  much  English.  The  morning  session  of  San- 
day-school  is  English.  The  "  Young  Communicants'  Association," 
of  about  40  members,  is  English.  And  there  is  as  much  English 
catechization  as  German. 

OrbiBonia,  Pa.— Rev.  C.  W.  E.  Siegel  left  February  Ist,  1888, 
because  of  the  unpromising  character  of  the  field,  and  the  mission 
was  then  dropped  from  the  roll,  and  referred  to  its  Classis  for  care. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — A  heavy  debt  but  an  active  people.  Large 
additions  and  good  prospects. 

Phoenixville,  Pa. — A  good  field  in  good  ccmdition.  Rev.  S.  P. 
Mauger  felt  obliged  to  resign,  leaving  September  Ist,  1888,  after 
having  done  a  good  work  in  improving  the  property  and  in  organ* 
izing  the  membens^p. 

Plymouth,  Pa, — Organized  in  1880.  Was  under  the  care  of  £ast 
Susquehanna  Classis  until  a  year  ago.    Slow  but  steady  growth. 

Reading,  Pa, — Remarkable  growth  and  a  hopeful  futura 

Salem,  Oregon, — Even  with  all  his  hard  work  the  missionary  sees 
but  little  progress.  The  debt  is  small  but  burdensome.  His  people 
are  willing  but  poor. 
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San  Francisco,  CaL — ^In  January,  1887,  the  consistory  resolved  to 
sell  the  church  and  close  the  work,  but  postponed  doing  so  one  year. 
In  January,  1888,  they  again  notified  the  Board  of  their  purpose  to 
sell  the  property,  pay  their  debts  and  give  the  surplus  to  the  Board. 
This  is  now  in  progress. 

Scatidale,  Pa. — Rev.  H.  S.  Gtirner  tok)k  charge  nearly  five  years 
ago,  with  one  congregation.  After  doing  much  work  he  now  leaves 
it  with  three. 

Seattle,  W.  T. — Grading  the  street  having  ruined  the  old  site,  a 
church  has  been  built  elsewhere,  greatly  burdening  the  congrega- 
tion.   **  The  outlook  is  better  than  ever,"  says  the  patient  pastor. 

Simus  OUy,  Iowa, — ^The  missionary  preaches  in  town  and  country 
alternately.  A  lot  has  been  bought  and  the  church  is  building. 
The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod  in  part  supports 
this  mission. 

Stafford,  Oregon, — The  missionary  speaks  of  much  sowing  and 
little  visible  fruit.  Religious  life  is  low  and  present  prospects  are 
poor ;  but  all  the  Oregon  missionaries  have  good  hope  of  the  future. 

Stockton,  OaL — ^Vacant  nearly  two  years. 

TmberviUe,  Ya, — Vacant  the  entire  year.  Two  persons  were  called, 
but  both  declined.    **  This  is  a  promising  point,"  says  the  elder. 

Topeka,  Kansas, — Supplied  most  of  the  year  by  Rev.  D.  B. 
Shuey.  The  Board,  for  want  of  funds,  has  not  been  able  to  com- 
Hussion  a  pastor. 

WaAinffton,  D.  C — ^The  membership  has  almost  doubled  in  five 
yean.  The  audiences  are  fair  and  the  prospects  are  good,  consider- 
ing the  disadvantages  of  a  floating  population  and  overshadowing 
churches.    The  pastor  has  resigned,  to  take  efiect  June  1st,  1889. 

West  Union,  Oregon. — ^The  field  is  becoming  more  hopeful ;  but 
of  necessity  progress  will  be  slow,  which  is  true  of  all  mission  work 
in  Or^on. 

Wichita,  Kansas. — Large  additions,  but  also  many  losses.  "  Times 
are  hard,"  says  pastor  Love, ''  but  we  have  held  our  own  financially 
and  numerically."  Bright  future.  Another  young  man  of  the 
congregation  has  decided  to  study  for  the  ministry,  making  three  in 
all  within  two  years.    Cheney,  26  miles  distant,  is  brightening. 

WilkinAurg,Pa, — Finances,  additions  and  prospects  are  encour- 
aghig. 
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WiUiomspori,  Pa, — The  pastor  sees  much  fruit  from  his  four 
years'  work,  and  a  reduction  of  appropriation  is  now  asked.  (The 
debt  is  not  made  an  excuse,  but  is  waived  aside  to  relieve  the 
Board.) 

Wilton  Junction,  Iowa. — The  missionary,  Bev.  R.  R.  Lackey,  has 
left  the  field. 

Winchesier,  Va. — Vacant  all  the  year,  and  has  lost  forty-one 
members.  Bev.  U.  O.  Mohr  has  been  commissioned,  taking  charge 
October  1st,  1888.  Vigorous  efforts  have  been  made  to  secure  from 
Congress  the  claim  of  $4200  for  the  use  and  destruction  of  their  church 
during  the  war.  The  bill  granting  it  is  now  before  Congress.  The 
Board  gratefully  acknowledges  the  prompt  aid  given  by  pastors  and 
others  throughout  the  Church  in  urging  this  claim. 

Woodberry^Md, — The  quarterly  reports  are  invariably  enoourag- 
ing  in  reference  to  additions,  attendance  and  liberality.  The  pastor 
gives  attention  also  to  the  growing  work  in  Korth western  Baltimore, 
superintending  a  Sunday-school  of  139  and  preaching  there  on  Sun- 
day evening. 

York,  Pa, — The  church  was  built  by  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  DJO., 
and  dedicated  in  April,  1888.  The  congregation  was  organized  in 
July  following,  by  a  committee  of  Zion's  Glaasis,  with  very  bright 
prospects.  For  four  mouths  it  has  been  supplied  by  student  W.  T. 
Auman.    Rev.  L  N.  Peightal  will  take  charge  October  1, 1888. 

Kansas  and  Nebraska. — Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  Superintendent  of  our 
work  in  the  West,  reports  about  30  places  where  he  has  found  almost 
400  Reformed  members,  from  6  to  33  in  each  place.  Several  of 
these  places  are  unusually  promising,  and  should  have  early  atten- 
tion ;  but  to  send  them  pastors  is  at  present  simply  impossible. 
(The  same  thing  is  true  of  some  important  fields  in  the  East,  e.g., 
Steelton,  Pa.,  and  Northwest  Baltimore  ) 

During  the  year  he  has  preached  in  nearly  all  the  charges  in 
Iowa,  Kansas  and  Wichita  Classes,  traveling  at  least  10,000  miles. 

BEMARKa 

1)  This  bird's-eye  view  of  the  missions  shows  that  in  the  main 
they  are  in  good  condition,  and  several  are  near  self-supporting. 

2)  We  again  call  attention  to  the  self-helpfulness  and  large  giving 
of  our  missions.  The  56  missions  enrolled,  having  5,430  communis 
cants,  paid  for  congregational  expenses  $38,724,  averaging  $7.31  a 
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member ;  and  for  benevolence  nearly  $3,500,  averaging  63  cents  a 
member.  Of  the  latter  amount  $1,350  were  given  for  home  misr 
siona,  i. «.,  24  cents  a  member.  To  see  the  force  of  this  fact,  please 
note  that  the  average  for  congregational  expenses  in  the  Church  at 
large  is  only  about  $4.50  a  member ;  for  benevolence  about  77  cents, 
and  for  home  missions  much  less  than  20  cents  a  member. 

3)  It  must  be  noted  that  several  of  the  values  of  churches  include 
also  the  value  of  the  lot;  e.  g.^  Phoenixville,  Woodberry,  Abilene, 
Easton,  Kansas  City,  New  York,  Reading,  Philadelphia,  Wichita, 
and  likely  some  others. 

4)  The  statistics  of  Orbisonia,  Stockton,  San  Francisco  and  Em- 
poria are  tak^  from  the  report  of  last  year. 

5)  In  the  last  column  of  statistics,  where  no  appropriation  is 
named,  it  is  because  the  mission  is  vacant 

THE  INCOBCE  OF  TH£  YEAR. 

1)  TTie  Amount  Asked. — The  Board  a  year  ago  asked  the 
Synods  for  $22,000  for  the  support  of  missionaries,  namely,  the  Synod 
of  the  United  States  for  $12,000,  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  for  $5,500, 
the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  for  $4,500;  but  the  treasurer's  report 
shows  that  much  less  was  raised;  namely,  by  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States,  $8,924 ;  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $5,419,  and 
by  the  Synod  of  KtUburgh,  $1,635. 

2)  The  Amount  Paid  hy  Classes. — The  following  table  shows 
more  definitely  where  the  deficit  is,  and  also  the  number  and  ap- 
proximate cost  of  the  missions  in  each  Classis : — 

Synod  of  the  United  Sates. 

Appor*     Amonnt 
nr  Aoava  (looiiMnt     p*id  io     Nomber 

Ch^aSES.  by  oar  of  Cost 

Sjnod.      Bowd.   MiMioDfl.     ibby^ur. 


East  Pennsylvania $1415  $845  40  2  $450 

Lebanon 716    371  74  0              

Philadelphia 1428    655  19  2  725 

Lancaster 768    659  51  8  475 

East  Suflqaebanna 741    885  59*  0              

West  Sosquehanna 786    867  73  2  475 

Goshenhoppen 1150  1033  74  0             

Tohickon 1075  1047  60  1  ,     200 

*  Maeh  of  ibis  tboald  be  credited  to  Wjoming,  eceording  to  andentanding  at  tbe 
tfmeofdlTleSoB. 


V 

450 

650 

800 

8 

1200 

225 

150 

250 

75 

2 

170 

5 

1825 

8 

200 

8 

650 

1 

850 

0 

« 

0 
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Lehigh 1730    740  26 

Schuylkill 1460  1817  28 

Wyoming 741      50  00 

Synod  of  the  Pbtomae, 

Zion's 560    184  17 

Maiyland 1460  1844  28 

Mcrcersbuig 650    811  76 

Virginia 450    814  68 

North  Carolina. 226      65  06 

Gettysburgh 900    821  85 

Carliale 450    831  62 

Juniata 900    817  89 

Portland-Oregon 50      67  90 

San  Francisco 50      62  00 

FUUhurgh  Synod,  f 
Westmoreland 

Clarion 

St.  Paul's 

Somerset 

Allegheny 2  650. 

The  fifteen  missions  outside  these  three  Synods  have  cost  us 
about  $5,700,  by  Classes  as  follows:  Iowa,  $2,300 ;  Kansas,  $1,900; 
Wichita,  $1,300;  New  York,  $200. 

[Please  note:  (1;  that  the  total  cost  is  so  low  because  so  many 
missions  have  been  vacant  the  whole  or  part  of  the  year;  (2) 
that  to  this  must  be  added  the  Board's  outlay  for  Superintendent, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  traveling  expenses,  telegrams,  postage, 
printing  and  other  incidental  expenses.] 

3)  The  JE^oH  to  Baiee  $22,000.— In  November  last  I  published 
and  gratuitously  distributed  6,000  copies  of  Leaflet  No,  1,  giving 
much  information  and  appealing  for  larger  funds.  In  February 
2,000  copies  of  Leaflet  No.  2  were  similarly  distributed,  addressed 
more  particularly  to  our  Sunday-schools.  And  a  special  effort  was 
made  also  to  secure  the  Easter  alms  of  our  congregations.  Many 
of  our  pastors  and  people  gave  earnest  heed  to  these  calls,  and  in 
some  cases  unexpectedly  large  sums  were  raised  for  our  treasury ; 
but  the  whole  amount  is  much  smaller  than  the  Board  had  a  right 
to  expect.    The  total  income  of  the  year  from  all  sources,  $16,738, 

t  This  Sj-Dod  did  not  sepftrAtely  Apportion  the  fS^OOO  whloh  it  aatomod  (Instead  of 
UJBM  Mked).    Total  nmouni  paid  was  |1635. 
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has  not  placed  our  work  on  a  cash  basis,  to  say  nothing  of  enlarge- 
ment 

4)  Will  the  Cureh  do  better  next  yearf — This  yearly  report  rep- 
resents the  home  missionary  work  of  the  three  English  Synods 
of  the  East,  which  have  a  communicant  membership  of  125,000, 
besides  75,000  unconfirmed  members.  Should  not  this  number  of 
persons  give  their  Board  a  far  larger  income?  Will  not  the 
Synods  and  Classes,  will  not  pastors  and  consistories,  will  not  these 
ordained  leaders  of  the  people,  during  the  year  to  come,  make  greater 
and  more  successful  efforts  to  this  end  ? 

The  Board  is  painfully  exercised  concerning  the  smallness  of  our 
income.  We  cannot  enlarge  our  work.  Indeed,  we  cannot  even 
duly  pay  the  missionaries  now  on  the  roll ;  but  it  is  useless  to  lament 
this  fact  without  searching  for  the  cause  and  trying  to  apply  a 
remedy.  Considering  the  great  need,  the  great  ability  of  the  Church 
to  meet  it,  and  the  repeated  calls  made  for  more  money,  why  is  it 
that  so  little  has  come  into  our  treasury  ?  It  is  not  because  our 
method  of  raising  money  is  a  poor  one,  so  different  £rom  that  used 
in  raising  other  large  sums. 

5.  Systematic  Oetting. — We  again  lay  this  call  for  more  money 
and  the  question  of  method  upon  the  mind  and  conscience  of  pastors 
and  people,  b^ging  them  to  give  as  God  has  prospered  them,  and 
also  in  a  systematic  way,  as  He  has  taught  us  to  give. 

Will  our  consistories  try  to  Hcure  monthly  offerings  for  missions 
(if  not  for  ail  benevolence),  from  both  Sunday-schools  and  congre- 
gations, by  whatever  plan  may  best  suit  each  community? 

Such  a  systematic  getting  would  work  wonders  for  our  income. 

The  world  uses  it  with  success.    Giving  in  the  Old  Testament  was 

*  intensely  systematic,  and  Qod  gave  the  plan.     Even  a  very  small 

sum  given  monthly  by  the  membership  of  our  three  Synods  would 

readily  double  our  present  income. 

Now,  will  the  Synods  adopt  such  a  general  plan  of  systematic 
getting  of  monthly  ofllerings?  Will  the  Classes  urge  its  introduction 
in  all  their  charges  ?  Will  the  Consistories  encourage  the  people  to 
try  a  plan  that  has  divine  sanction  ? 

CHTRCH-BUILDINO  FUNDS. 

1.)  Although  the  Board  asked  the  Synods  for  the  small  sum  of 
$5,000  for  this  purpose,  yet  the  treasurer  reports  only  $2203  received. 
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2.)  With  great  pleasure  we  report  that  in  addition  to  the 
Bpecial  or  Memorial  Funds  reported  last  year,  two  others  of 
each  have  been  received,  namely,  one  from  Elder  Charles  Sani 
Philadelphia,  to  be  known  as  the  Charles  Santee  Church-buil 
Fund ;  and  another  from  Elder  Jacob  Y.  Dietz,  of  Philadelphii 
be  known  as  the  Catharine  Dietz  Church-building  Fund. 
Board  makes  grateful  acknowledgment  of  these  helpful  gifts. 

The  three  Funds  reported  last  year  have  been  loaned  to  the 
sion  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  and  the  Santee  Fund  has  been  loan< 
Maryland  Classis  for  Faith  Mission,  in  Baltimore — all  on  easy 
ments  and  at  low  interest.  A  mortgage  has  been  received  also 
the  mission  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  for  $1500,  half  of  the  money 
lected  in  the  East  over  a  year  ago. 

3.)  The  wisdom  of  having  such  Funds  on  hand  to  be  used 
most  needed,  becomes  more  and  more  apparent  in  the  experieni 
the  Board ;  and  we  trust  that  many  others  in  the  Church,  aUj 
establish  such  Funds,  will  early  do  so. 

EDITORIAL  WORK. 

The  Reformed  Miasionary  Herald  has  been  published,  as 
by  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  House,  under  the  edit 
control  and  direction  of  the  Executive  Council.    The  circulatic 
about  5,000,  the  same  as  last  year. 

Besides  editing  the  Herald,  the  Superintendent  has  written 
weekly  articles  on  missions  for  the  Reformed  Church  Messenger, 
has  prepared  and  distributed  the  Leaflets,  to  which  reference  is 
in  another  part  of  this  report 

IlS  BNOLISH  mission  IK  CLEVELAND,  O. 

A  year  ago  the  Board  promised  to  co-operate  with  Ohio  S] 
Board,  under  the  management  of  General  Synod's  Board,  in 
lishing  an  English  mission  in  Cleveland,  O.,  and  the  £xe< 
Council  has  promised  $350  to  this  work ;  but  so  far  no  missic 
has  been  secured. 

TRANSFER  OF  OUR  PACIFIC  COAST  MISSIONS. 

So  soon  as  the  Synods  approved  the  action  of  the  Boards  pi 
ing  a  transfer  of  our  Pacific  Coast  Missions  to  a  German  Boaj 
Executive  Council  offered  said  missions  to  the  Board  of  the  N< 
western  and  the  Central  Synods  on  conditions  named  in  the 
but  that  Board  could  not  see  its  way  clear  to  accept  our 
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although  they  consider  the  terms  very  fair.    The  offer  will  now  be 
made  to  the  Board  of  the  Grerman  Bynod  of  the  East. 

VR8IKU8  UNION. 

The  missionary  work  of  this  body  is  reported  by  the  treasurer, 
Rev.  F.  W.  Kremer,  D.D.,  as  follows : 

Bev.  L.  K.  Derr,  Beading,  Pa $215 

Bev.  G.  B.  Seibel,  Harrisburg,  Pa 184 

Bev.  J.  B.  May,  Birdsboro',  Pa. 30 

Bev.  J.  A.  Mertz. 80 

Mission  Board  of  Ohio  Synod 205 

Grace  Mission,  Philadelphia,  Pa 25 

St  Mark's  Church  from  the  First  Church  of  Lebanon,  Pa..  240 
Miscellaneous 61 

Total $1040 

WORTHY   OF    STUDY. 

The  following  facts  should  be  carefully  studied : — 

Cash  on  hand  September  20th,  1887 $1,123  70 

Beceived  during  the  year 16,738  00 

Paid  out  during  the  year 16,280  00 

Cssh  on  hand  September  18th,  1888 1,682  00 

Due  the  missionaries  to  October  Ist,  1888 4,250  00 

Borrowed  money  that  should  be  paid  next  year. 2,000  00 

Estimated  cost  of  the  work  next  year 17,000  00 

Adding  the  last  three  items,  and  deducting  the  cash  on  hand, 
gives  us  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  for  the  work  of  the  mission- 
ary year  beginning  October  1st,  1888,  namely,  $21,668. 

THE  AMOUNT  NEEDED  FOB  THE  COMING  YEAR. 

For  the  work  of  the  coming  year  the  Board  for  the  fourth  time  asks 
for  $22,000  for  missions  and  f  5,000  for  church-building,  as  follows : 

Fw  MunoTu:  Synod  of  the  United  States,  S12,000;  Synod  ot 
Pittsburgh,  $4,500 ;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $5,500. 

For  Ckurehrlmilding :  Synod  of  the  United  States,  $2,500  ;  Synod 
of  Pittsburgh,  $1,000;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $1,500. 

May  Grod  bless  our  missionaries  and  our  missions.  May  God 
awaken  greater  missionary  interest  and  activity  among  pastors  and 
people.  May  Giod  direct  our  Synods,  Classes  and  consistories  in  this 
work.  May  God  give  the  Board  needful  guidance.  To  Him  be  all 
the  praise.     Bespectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Whitmer,  Superintendent  of  MUsumi* 
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II.  BEFOBT  OF  THE  TRSABUBEB  OF  MISSIONS. 

jTb  the  Board  of  Afimont  of  the  Rrformed  Church  in  the  United  SlcUee  .* 

I  beg  leave  to  present  my  annaal  report,  exhibiting  the  income  of  the 
Board,  and  the  disbursements  made  by  it  daring  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember, 18, 1888. 

BECEIPTS  FOB  HOME  MISSIONS. 

Synod  of  the  United  States. 


Classis  of  Philadelphia $655  19 

Tohickon 1,047  60 

Ooshenhoppen...  1,038  74 
£.  Pennsylvania  845  40 
£.  Susquehanna*  749  85 
W.Susquehanna  867  73 
Lebanon 371  74 
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Classis  of  SchuylkiU 1,817  28 

Lehigh 740  25 

Lancaster 659  61 

Wyoming* 135  74 
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Total $8,924  IS 


/^fnod  of  the  Potomac. 


it 
*i 

a 
tt 


M 


Classis  of  Juniata $817  89 

"        Carlisle 331  62 

Maryland 1,844  28 

Mercersburg 811  76 

Virginia 314  68 

San  Francisco...      62  00 
Oregon 57  90 

Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 


Classis  of  North  Carolina..      55  06 


Gettysburg. 821  85 

Iowa 168  21 

Zion 134  17 


T6tal $5,419  42 


Classis  of  Somerset 43  89 

"        Clarion 38  39 

"        Allegheny 42  48 

St.  Paul 45  00 


i< 


Classis  of  Westmoreland...    13196 
From  Treasurer  of  Synod..  1,338  56 

Total $1,635  27 

JliisceUaneous  Sources. 

From  the  Synod  of  the  Interior  (Communion  Collection) $9  OO 

"     Welker  Legacy,  interest  and  rent ^ 180  OO 

Women^s  MiBsionary  Society  of  the  General  Synod 380  00 

Publication  Board,  for  editing  Missionary  Heraid. 120  OO 

Martha  Memorial  Church,  New  York  City 17  OO 

Gerhart  Legacy  (interest) 6  OO 

Su^annah  Diefrenbacher  (Michigan) 10  00 

Reformed  Church,  Wichita,  Kansas..... 12  00 

Society  of  Inquiry,  Union  Theological  Seminary,  N.  Y...  1  50 

Rev.  W.  £.  Shaley,  sum  overpaid  him. 19  21 

An  unknown  friend  of  Missions 5  00 

Balance  in  Treasury,  September  20, 1887 1,128  70 

Total  from  miscellaneous  sources '......$1,883  61 

Total  from  all  sources $17,862  43 

DISBURSEMEirrS. 

Orders  of  the  Board,  paid  by  Treasurer  during  year $14,941  92 

•  About  ooe-hair  of  th*  moneyi  credited  to  EMt  Sntquehanm  and  Wyomtnc 
been  oootrlbated  bj  Wyoming  ClMsis. 
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Orden  by  the  Treasurer  of  PitUbargh  Synod 1,338  56 

BaUnce  in  the  Treasury,  September  18, 1888 1,581  95 

Total $17,862  43 

Church  Building  Fund» 
BeceWed  during  the  year,  yiz. :  from  Dr. 


Chassis  of  Lancaster $227  71 

"        Lebanon 25  00 

"        Lehigh 140  26 

<'        Philadelphia 38  00 

"        Goshen  hoppen...  125  16 

"        E.  Pennsylvania  67  50 

«        Tohickon 113  48 

<'        W.  Susquehanna  124  44 

Schuylkill 484  67 

''        Merctrsburg 132  39 


Classis  of  Gettysburg 92  83 

"        Juniata 65  50 

Zion's 414  38 

"        North  Carolina..  1  50 

"        Virginia 10  00 

"        Carlisle 34  00 

''        Westmoreland...  36  00 

Clarion 50  00 

"        Somerset 15  00 


ToUl $2,197  82 

Mucellaneatu  Saurea, 

An  unknown  source ■ $5  00 

''Charles  Santee,  Special  Building  Fund." 500  00 

"Lerch  Legacy." 2,375  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury,  September  20, 1887 3,666  18 

Total  from  miscellaneous  sources $6,546  18 

Totol  from  Classes 2,197  82 

Grand  total $8,744  00 

Paid  during  the  year,  viz. :  Cr. 

To  Bev.  J.  W.Love,  contributions  received  for  Wichita  Mission..  $175  00 
To  Bev.  B.  L.  Gerhart,    "  "        Kansas  City     "  46  00 

Te  Bev.  F.  Fox,  for  use  of  Martha  Memorial  Church,  N.  Y 60  00 

To  Bev.  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  for  use  of  tbe  Church  of  the  Strangers, 

Philadelphia 606  00 

To  Bev.  G.  Graedel,  for  use  of  the  Bef.  Ch.  of  Seattle,  W.  Ter...  100  00 
To  Bev.  F.  Wetzel,  for  use  of  the  Beformed  Church  of  Sioux 

City,  Iowa,  secured  by  mortgage 1,500  00 

To  Bev.  F.  Wetzel,  contributions  received  for  Sioux  City  Church  135  67 
To  Bev.  8.  A.  Alt,  for  use  of  Beformed  Church  of  lola,  Kansas  200  00 
To  Bev.  T.  F.  Hoffmeier,  for  use  of  Maryland  Classis,  secured 

by  mortgage 860  00 

To  Bev.  B.  L.  Gerhart,  for  use  of  Kansas  City  Mission,  secured 

by  mortgage 1,567  50 

To  Bev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.D.,  for  use  of  Grace  Cbapel,  York,  Pa.  381  25 
To  amount  paid  Mrs.  Naomi  Snyder's  note,  principal  and  interest    749  00 

To  amount  transferred  to  Washington  Mission  Fund 248  70 

To  amount  of  loan  to  Bev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.D.,  sec.  by  judgment  1,442  00 
To  amount  of  balance  in  the  Treasury,  September  19, 1888 683  88 

Total  disbursements .^ $8,744  00 
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WoBhington  Minion  Fund. 

In  order  to  pay  a  balance  due  on  Mrs.  A.  V.  L.  Miller's  note,  which 
she  held  against  the  Board,  the  sum  of  $248.70  was  transferred  from  the 
'*  Church  Extension"  Fund  for  that  purpose,  and  paid  to  her,  September 
26,  1887.  Since  then  the  sum  of  $50  hss  been  received  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  Clarion  Classis,  "to  aid  in  paying  indebtedness  on  Washington 
(D.  C.)  Mission,"  which  being  no  longer  needed  for  that  purpose,  was 
placed  in  the  general  Fund  for  Church  Building. 

Kespectfully  submitted,        Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treamarer. 

We,  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Qiurch  in  the  United  States  to  audit  the  account  of 
Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  respectiiilly  report  that  we 
we  have  attended  to  the  duty  enjoined  upon  us  and  find  the  Treasurer's 
account  correct,  with  balances  in  the  several,  funds  as  stated  therein, 
namely: 

For  Missions $1,581  95 

For  Church  Building 688  88 

For  the  $1,500  loaned  Sioux  City  Mission,  and  the  $850  loaned  Mary- 
land Claasis  for  East  Baltimore  Mission,  no  proper  l^al  securities  have 
as  yet  been  received  by  the  Treasurer,  and  for  the  $135.67  paid  Sioux 
City,  August  81, 1888,  as  a  donation  out  of  the  Building  Fund,  no  re- 
ceipt has  been  forwarded.  We  recommend  that  the  receipt  and  secnritiee, 
when  received,  be  submitted  for  inspection  to  Bro.  Qeo.  Kunkel,  of  Har* 
risburg,  and  that  in  future  no  "loans"  be  made  until  the  Treasurer  haa 
received  the  proper  legal  securities. 

D.  S.  Keller,        ] 

Jno.  H.  Sechler,   >  Auditing  Cwnmittee. 

J.  A.  HOFFHEIKS,    j 

York,  Pa.,  SepUmbtr  19,  1888. 

m.     BKCBFTART^S  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF    FOREIGN  IflSSIONB. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  United  states :  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  r — 

**  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things,  whereof  we  are  glad."  With 
this  note  of  praise  to  Almighty  God  for  His  great  mercies  through 
another  year,  permit  me  to  lay  before  your  reverend  body  a  brief 
report  of  our  Foreign  Missionary  work« 

The  record  of  the  past  year  is  a  grand  recital  of  magnificent  pros- 
perity. And  this  saying  applies  to  the  zeal  and  liberality  of  the 
Church  at  home,  as  well  as  to  the  work  of  our  faithful  missioiiaries 
in  Japan.  The  Church  has  paid  more  attention  to  the  cause  of 
Foreign  Missions  than  at  any  other  time  in  her  history.  Our  people 
have  been  awaking  from  a  deep  slumber,  and  we  confidently  hope 
that  it  may  be  a  resurrection  which  knows  of  no  second  death. 

The  royal  command  of  the  Lord  Jesus :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature,"  has  struck  a  reeponsive 
chord  in  the  hearts  of  the  people,  for  they  take  more  interest  in,  and 
give  more  liberally  for^  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 


47 

Our  contributioDfi  for  the  last  twelve  months  amount  to  820,000. 
This  8um^  however,  includes  in  part  the  special  offerings  for  the 
Girls'  School  Building  at  Sendai,  the  dwellings  for  the  lady  teachers 
and  missionary  Hoy,  and  the  sending  forth  of  two  new  missionaries 
and  a  lady  teacher  for  the  Girls'  School. 

OUB  MIBSIOKARIE8. 

Bev.  A.  D.  Oring  and  wife  are  still  with  us.  Since  he  is  unable 
to  return  with  his  family  to  Japan  this  fall,  he  will  continue  his 
visits  among  the  churches  in  this  country  in  the  interest  of  the 
Board  for  its  Mission  in  Japan.  His  stay  in  America  has  had  a 
healthful  influence  on  our  pastors  and  people,  to  whose  confidence 
and  affection  we  commend  him  anew. 

JSev.  J,  P.  Moore  and  wife  labor  at  Yamagata.  He  is  the 
Principal  of  an  English-Japanese  school.  His  success  as  a  teacher 
has  been  a  great  help  to  him  in  his  evangelistic  Work.  He  writes : 
«'  Our  school  has  been  a  sort  of  advertising  medium  to  Christianity." 
He  has  laid  the  foundation  for  a  flourishing  congregation.  The 
membership  comprises  the  best  people  of  the  town,  and  with  the  new 
chapel,  the  growth  of  the  congregation  is  assured.  Mrs.  Moore  is 
an  invaluable  help,  and  she  is  never  weary  in  doing  good  to  the 
poor  and  needy.  She  is  an  aogel  of  mercy  to  the  infirm  of  the  hos- 
pitals. 

The  Board  is  very  anxious  to  secure  another  missionary  family 
for  Yamagata,  for  which  provision  has  already  been  made,  but  up 
to  this  date  our  efforts  have  been  in  vain.  We  trust  that  the  proper 
man  may  be  found  very  soon. 

Rev.  W,  K  Hoy  woe  married  to  Miss  Mary  B.  Ault  on  the  27th 
day  of  December,  1887.  He  is  the  Elijah  in  the  school  of  the  Pro- 
phets at  Sendai,  and  with  his  amiable  wife  will  accomplish  great 
things  for  the  Lord. 

The  Mines  Poorhaugh  have  charge  of  the  girls'  school  at  Sendai. 
Miss  Lizzie  is  one  of  the  founders  of  that  noble  institution.  Miss 
Emma  arrived  at  Yokohama  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1888.  The 
Board  awaits  great  results  from  the  joint  labors  of  these  sisters.  We 
believe  that  the  statement  made  by  a  missionary  in  regard  to  two 
sisters  of  another  church  will  be  verified  in  this  instance :  ''I  never 
knew  better  work  than  that  done  by  two  sisters,  so  permanent,  so 
steady  and  every  way  successful  and  admirable,  and  thqr  are  still  at 
it  and  apparently  good  for  another  quarter  century.** 
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Bev.  2).  B.  Schneder  and  wife  arrived  at  Yokohama  on  the  21st 
day  of  December,  1887.  He  is  making  rapid  progress  in  the  stady 
of  the  Japanese  language,  and  is  wielding  a  good  influence  in  the 
theological  training  school  at  Sendai. 

SALE  OF  THE  TOKIO  HOUSE. 

For  reasons  satisfactory  to  the  Board,  the  28  Tsukiji  property 
was  sold  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1888,  for  $3,000.  (Mexican  cur- 
rency). We  are  confident  that  the  future  will  make  it  plain  to  the 
Church  that  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  as  well  as  the  judgment  of 
the  Mission  has  been  correct  in  this  matter. 

The  sale  of  the  house  will  in  no  wise  interfere  with  our  work  in 
and  around  Tokio.  The  churches  at  Bancho  and  Nihon  Bashi  will 
remain  as  heretofore  under  the  care  of  the  mission,  and  receive  ap- 
propriations from  the  Board.  The  money  realized  from  the  sale  of 
the  Tokio  house  will  be  used  in  the  erection  of  the  buildings  at 
Sendai. 

THE  KEW  BUILDIKGB. 

The  Girls'  school  building  is  in  process  of  erection,  and  the  teachers 
expect  to  occupy  it  by  next  Christmas.  Besides  the  school  building, 
the  Board  is  erecting  two  dwellings,  one  for  the  lady  teachers  and 
the  other  for  missionary  Hoy.  The  cost  of  the  several  structures 
will  exceed  the  fund  on  hand  for  these  specific  purposes,  but  the 
Board  has  full  confidence  in  the  liberality  of  the  people,  and  in 
faith,  we  go  forward. 

FIFTIETH  ANKrVEBSARY. 

On  the  29th  day  of  September,  1838,  at  the  Synod  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  organized  with  the  follow- 
ing ministers  and  elders  as  its  members :  Revs.  Dietrich  Willers, 
Elias  Heiner,  Bernard  C.  Wolfi*,  John  Cares,  Samuel  Gutelius,  Jos. 
F.  Berg,  Samuel  R.  Fisher  and  Elders  John  J.  Mayer,  Matthew 
»Shaw,  Daniel  Buckey,  John  B.  Seidenstricker  and  Burchert  Mayer. 
It  is  proper  that  we  should  celebrate  such  a  memorable  event.  The 
Board  has  set  apart  the  month  of  November  as  a  suitable  season  for 
missionary  services  in  honor  of  its  fiftieth  anniversary.  A  historical 
sketch  will  soon  appear,  containing  many  interesting  facts.  An  order 
of  service  will  also  be  ready  in  due  time.  The  Board  respectfully 
requests  the  Reverend  Synods  to  take  such  action  as  will  help  to 
make  the  month  of  November  a  jubilee  of  missions. 


BTATIBTICH  OF  THX  WOBE. 

The  statistical  table  of  the  miMion  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
Ist,  1888,  preeents  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  work  done  hj  our  faith- 
Ail  band  of  worker*  in  Japan.  Truly  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  hM 
been  graciously  smiling  upon  their  efibrte  to  save  souls-  And  the 
half  baa  not  been  told.  Back  of  the  cold  figures  are  the  throbbing 
heartaof  tbankiul  men,  women  and  children,  who  greatly  rejoice 
that  Jesns  Christ  dwells  in  them,  "  the  hope  of  glory." 

Theae  cheerful  tidings  of  the  marvellouBsnccessof  our  dear  breth- 
ren and  deters  in  the  Empire  of  the  Rising  Sun,  should  fill  us  with 
fn«h  leal  and  new  courage. 

In  behalf  of  theae  precious  "first  frnits,"  we  kindly  ask  for  the 
earnest  prayers,  the  warm  sympathy  and  the  liberal  support  of  all 
the  chnrcbes,  and  we  affectionstely  urge  the  Reverend  Synod  to 
imprea  upon  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people  the  urgent  claims 
of  Foreign  Missians. 

Tbere  is  a  great  work  for  us  to  do  in  Japan,  and  the  present  is 
the  missionary  opportonity  of  onr  Church.  Let  us  improve  the 
golden  opportunity  and  the  Lord  will  cause  the  light  of  our  dear 
Zion  to  shine  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day.  Yours  in  Gos- 
pel bonds,  Allbm  B.  Babtbolomew,  Seeretary. 

Fottaville,  Fa.,  October  1, 1888. 
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lY.     BEPOBT  ON  MIBBIONB. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Miadons  presented  its  report  on 
Tuesday  evening.  The  report  was  acted  on  item  by  item,  and 
i^nally  adopted  as  a  whole.     The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  Staiea :  The 
Standing  Committee  on  Missions  woold  respectiiilly  report  that  the 
following  documents  were  placed  in  our  hands :  1.  The  Report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions.  2.  The  Report  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  Home  Missions.  3.  An  Overture  from  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions.  4.  A  Communication  from  the  Women's  Synodical 
Missionary  Society.     6.  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 

Foreign  Missions. 

Home  Missions. 

i.  bkfobt  of  th£  8uperintekdent  of  board. 

From  this  document  we  leam  that  one  mission,  viz. :  Harrisburg, 
has  become  self-supporting ;  and  three  missions,  viz. :  Albany,  Em- 
poria and  Orbisonia,  have  been  dropped  from  the  roll  aa  unpromis- 
ing ;  and  that  the  Board  now  has  fifty-two  missions  under  its  care, 
of  which  number  twelve  are  vacant — that  the  contributions  of  this 
Synod  to  the  Board  for  the  year  amounted  to  S8924.13,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  $8075.87.  The  missions  in  the  main  are  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  several  are  near  self-supporting.  We  note  with  pleasare 
the  growing  spirit  of  benevolence  of  our  missions  for  congr^ational 
expenses,  the  average  member  having  paid  $7.31,  and  for  benevo- 
lence 63  cents. 

The  Superintendent  renews  his  appeal  to  the  Synod  for  syatematie 
ffeiting^  believing  that  such  a  system  would  work  wonders  for  our 
income 

The  Board  states  that  in  addition  to  the  special  Church  Building 
Funds  already  reported,  they  have  received  two  others  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each  ;  also  the  "  Lerch  legacy,^'  twenty-three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  dollars.  We  find  also  that  of  the  small  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  asked  by  the  Board  from  the  three  Synods  for  the 
Church  Building  Fund,  our  Synod  has  paid  into  the  treasury  only 
about  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

The  Board  pleads  for  an  increase  of  income,  and  laments  the  fiict 
that  it  cannot  promptly  pay  even  the  missions  now  on  the  rolL  To 
carry  forward  our  work  for  the  coming  year  the    Boai^  asks  of 
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thiB  SjDod  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  for  missions,  and 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  Church  Building.  In  view  of 
these  &cts  and  recommendations,  we  propose  the  following  for 
adoption : 

Besohed,  That  we  are  truly  grateful  to  the  Lord  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  work,  and  that  we  pray  for  His  continued  blessing 
upon  all  our  missions  and  missionaries. 

Reaohed^  That  we  hereby  express  confidence  in  the  management 
of  the  Board. 

Reiohed,  That  we  assume  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  for 
missions,  and  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  Church  Building,  to 
be  apportioned  among  the  Classes  as  follows: 

For  For 

Hisalooa.       Chorch-bailding. 

Claasis  of  East  Pennsylvania $1415  9310 

"    Philadelphia 716  166 

"    Lebanon 1428  810 

"    Lancaster 763  176 

"    East  Susquehanna. 741  176 

"    West  Susquehanna 786  176 

"    Goshenhoppen 1150  250 

*•    Tohickon 1075  250 

"    Lehigh 1730  375 

"    Schuylkill 1460  315 

"    Wyoming 741                            • 

Total $12,000  $2,600 

Whereas,  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  reports  a  deficit  of  over 
three  thousand  dollars,  and 

Whebeas,  these  deficiencies  are  an  annual  occurrence,  thereby 
greatly  embarrassing  the  Board  and  bringing  reproach  on  the 
Synod,  therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  ask  the  several  Classes  to  urge  all 
the  charges  within  their  bounds  to  pay  their  whole  apportionment  for 
Home  Missions. 

Resolved  further^  That  where  charges  habitually  neglect  or  refuse 
to  pay  their  .pportionmeDto  for  Home  Mi«ioi«,  the  Claaaes  are 
hereby  instructed  not  to  apportion  any  amount  upon  said  charges. 

Reeobed  further  That  those  Classes  where  such  delinquent 
charges  exixk  shall  report  the  same  to  this  Synod. 
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U.  BEQUEBTB  OF  THS  BOARD. 

1.  The  Board  overtures  this  Synod  to  insist  upon  our  memberahip 
removing  from  one  locality  to  another,  taking  their  letters  of  dis- 
mission with  them,  thus  fulfilling  the  constitutional  obligation  on 
this  point,  and  in  many  places  materially  helping  our  struggling 
missionary  interests. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  requests  all  the  Classes  to  enjoin  upon 
all  pastors  and  consistories  to  furnish  a  certificate  of  dismission  to 
members  who  may  remove  from  the  bounds  of  their  respective 
charges. 

2.  The  Board  also  overtures  this  Synod  to  instruct,  through  the 
Classes,  all  the  churches  and  charges  under  their  care,  with  tb^ 
Sunday-schools,  which  have  *not  as  yet  introduced  some  efiicient 
plan  of  matUhly  offervigi  for  missions,  to  set  apart  one  Lord's  Day 
every  month,  which  shall  be  known  as  "  Missionary  Sunday,"  when 
special  ofierings  for  said  cause  of  Home  Missions  shall  be  liAed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  complies  with  this  request,  and  instructs 
the  Classes  accordingly. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  urges  the  Classes  to  organize  mis- 
nonary  societies  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  with  renewed  earnest- 
ness attend  to  the  circulation  of  the  Reformed  Wstionary  Herald^ 
and  other  missionary  literature. 

.  4.  Resolved,  That  we  gratefully  note  the  additional  Church 
Building  Funds  to  be  used  as  loans  to  missions,  and  that  we  renew 
our  appeal  to  the  Classes,  oongr^ations  and  people  to  create  as 
many  such  as  their  means  will  allow. 

m.  women's  MIBSIOKARY  SOCIBriBB. 

On  October  12, 1888,  at  2  p.m.,  a  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
in  the  Church  of  the  Ascension,  Norristown,  Pa.,  and  others  from 
various  charges,  to  organize  a  ''Women's  Synodical  Missionaij 
Society." 

The  following  ofiScers  were  elected  for  one  year  :  Mrs.  Mary  G. 
Heitshu,  President ;  Mrs.  A.  Houtz,  Vice-President ;  Mis.  Rebecca 
S.  Dotterer,  Becording  Secretary ;  Mrs.  L.  Louisa  Ungeri  Oorreft* 
ponding  Secretery ;  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  P,  Mosser,  Treasurer. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Committee  of 
Counsel  to  advise  the  Committee  on  Constitution  of  the  **  Women^a 
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Sjnodical  MiaBionaiy  Society ''  in  the  formatioD  of  a  ConBtitu- 
tion. 

Be$ohed,  That  we  respectfully  request  Synod  to  set  apart  Friday 
evening  to  be  devoted  to  the  exercises  of  the  "  Women's  Synodical 
Missionary  Society/'  and  to  the  consideration  of  woman's  work. 

Yoar  committee  recommend  that  the  above  requests  be  complied 
with« 

FOBSIGN  MlBBIONB. 
rV.     A  OOMMUKICATION    FBOX    THE    8BCBETABT  OF    THE   BOARD. 

From  this  document  we  learn  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  very 
prosperous  one.  The  Church  is  alive  to  the  great  work  among  the 
heathen  in  Japan,  as  is  evident  from  the  large  receipts  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  The  missionaries  manifest  a  deep  interest  in 
their  work,  and  the  Lord  is  abundantly  blessing  them. 

We  also  find  that  the  Board  has  set  apart  the  month  of  November 
as  a  suitable  season  for  memorial  aervieee  in  honor  of  its  fiftieth  anni- 
veraary,  and  requests  this  Synod  to  take  such  action  as  will  be 
worthy  of  the  cause. 

We  offesr  the  following  resolutions : 

Re9ohed^  That  we  greatly  rejoice  in  the  continued  prosperity  of 
our  mission  in  Japan,  and  that  we  heartily  thank  the  Lord  for  the 
privilege  of  taking  part  in  the  evangelization  of  the  people  in  the 
Empire  of  the  Bising  Sun. 

Beeolved^  That  we  commend  anew  our  foreign  work  to  the  earnest 
prayers,  the  warm  sympathy  and  the  liberal  support  of  all  our 
people. 

BemUvedf  That  we  instruct  the  pastor  of  this  Synod  to  observe  the 
third  Lord's  Day  in  November  with  appropriate  services  and 
special  offerings  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the 
Board.  Bespectfiilly  submitted, 

J.  Calvxk  Leinbagh,  Chairman, 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  aid  the  committee  of  the 
Women's  Missionary  Societies  in  the  formation  of  a  constitution  for 
that  organization,  consists  of  Bevs.  A.  Carl  Whitmer,  A.  R.  Bar- 
tholomew and  Elder  D.  S.  Keller. 

Y.  BSPORT  OF  OOIOOTTEE  ON  UNIFICATION  OF  HOME  MISSIONS. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Unification  of  Home  Missions,  ap- 
pointed a  year  ago  at  the  Synod  of  Sunbury,  presented  its  report 
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It  was  taken  up  item  by  item  and  finally  adopted.  The  report 
is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

2b  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Unification  of  Home  Miasiona,  ap* 
pointed  one  year  ago  at  Sunbury,  with  instructions  to  report  at 
this  meeting  of  Synod>  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following : 

Meetings  of  the  committee  were  held  in  the  Reformed  Church 
of  the  Ascension,  Norristown,  P&.,  prior  to  and  during  the  sessions 
of  Synod.  The  question  of  the  unification  of  our  Home  Mission 
work  was  carefully  considered  in  the  light  ci  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages, and  earnestly  discussed. 

The  committee  finally  agreed  to  present  for  your  consideration, 
and  trust  that  it  may  meet  with  your  approval,  the  following, 
viz. : — 

I.  Besolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  concurs  in  the  action  of 
the  General  Synod  looking  to  Unification  of  Home  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  under  a  Board  of 
Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod ;  but, 

Betolved  furtheTy  That  for  the  present  we  do  not  see  our  way 
clear  to  take  any  definite  action  in  the  matter  of  unification,  but 
stand  prepared  to  do  so  as  soon  as  the  movement  shall  assume  a 
practical  shape. 

II.  To  fiirther  the  practicability  of  the  work,  we  would  suggest  to 
this  Synod  for  its  adoption  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions: 

Inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  General  Synod 
has  been  supervisory  in  its  character,  and  still  continues  to  be  so, 
therefore  should  the  General  Synod  at  its  sesdons  in  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  in  1890,  adopt  the  theory  of  the  unification  of  the  Home 
Misrion  work  of  the  church  under  the  General  Board,  we  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  following  as  in  our  judgment  the  best 
plan  for  carrying  on  the  work: 

Besolved,  That  this  Synod  overture  the  General  Synod  to  direct 
its  Board  of  Home  Missions  to  appoint  such  executive  officers, 
secretaries  or  Superintendents,  or  both,  with  due  regard  to  the 
German  and  English  languages,  as  shall  secure  the  greatest  measure 
of  efiiciency  in  the  work  of  the  Board. 

Beiolved,  That  this  Synod   overture  the  General  Synod  to  di- 
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rect  its  Board  of  Home  Mifluons  to  use  moneyB  contributed  by 
the  German  brethren  in  the  interest  of  Grerman  missions,  and 
moneys  contributed  by  the  English-speaking  brethren  in  the  in- 
terest of  missions  conducted  in  the  English  language,  and  of  those 
conducted  in  English  and  German  alternately. 

III.  And,  moreover,  should  the  General  Synod  adopt  the  theory 
of  unification  and  the  plan  proposed  in  the  foregoing  overtures,  then 
we  would  ftirther  recommend  to  this  Synod  the  following  action  to 
carry  out  the  theory  and  plan  proposed  above :   . 

Resolvedn  That  this  Synod  unite  with  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh 
Synods  in  the  dissolution  of  the  Tri-Synodic  compact 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  overture  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh 
Synods  to  unite  with  it  in  directing  the  members  of  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board,  known  by  the  corporate  title,  **  The  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,"  to  tranfer  all  missions 
under  its  care,  and  all  moneys  in  hand  for  missionary  purposes,  and 
all  mortgages  on  loans  for  church-building  purposes,  and  all  other 
moneys,  securities  and  properties,  real  or  personal,  whatsoever  held 
by  it  as  a  missionary  Board,  together  with  all  corporate  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Synod. 

Btdolvedf  That  this  Synod  overture  the  IJrsinus  Union  to  dissolve 
its  department  of  Home  Mission  work  in  the  interests  of  unification 
of  Home  Missions,  and  to  transfer  all  moneys,  securities  and  pro- 
perties, real  or  personal,  held  by  it  for  missionary  purposes,  together 
with  all  rights  and  privileges  relating  to  the  same,  to  the  General 
Synod's  Mission  Board. 

BeMolved^  That  the  limit  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  expire  with  the  meetings  of  District  Synods  in 
1890,  and  of  Classes  in  1891,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  limited 
term,  provided  the  theory  and  plan  have  been  adopted,  all  moneys 
contributed  for  Home  Missions  be  forwarded  to  the  treasurer  of 
General  Synod's  Home  Mission  Board. 

Reaohed,  That  until  the  General  Synod  shall  have  settled  the 
question  of  unification,  either  pro  or  ean,^  this  Synod  will  carry  for- 
ward its  Home  Mission  work  as  it  has  done  since  1874. 

IV.  Beaolvedt  That  the  Stated  Clerk  of  this  Synod  be  instructed  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  action  to  the  several  District  Synods 
of  the  Reformed  Church. 
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V.  In  reference  to  the  resolution  oflbred  at  the  last  meeting  of 
tthis  Synod,  and  referred  to  our  conBideration  (see  Minutes  of  1877, 
page  68),  we  would  propose  the  following  action : 

Whebeas,  since  the  organization  of  the  Synod  of  the  Interior^ 
this  Synod  is  not  aware  of  any  missions  being  carried  forward  or 
haying  been  undertaken  beyond  the  territory  covered  by  the  Synods 
.represented  in  the  Tri-Synpdic  Board  without  the  consent  and  per- 
mission of  the  District  Synod  in  which  such  missions  are  located ; 
therefore, 

Besolvedf  That  we  see  no  occasion  for  further  action  this  time. 
Bespectfully  submitted,  Jno.  H.  Seghler,  Chairman, 

Norristown,  Pa.,  October  11th,  1888. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

FUTAKCE. 

.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also  the  An- 
nual Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  were  received.  The  Re- 
ports being  read,  the  former  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
following  are  the  Reports : 

Annual  Bqwri  ^f  the  TnuUet  of  Synod. 
7\>  the  Venerable  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Slates: 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  your  body  convened  October  9th,  1888,  at 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  instructed  the  undersigned  to  inform  yon  that  the 
term  of  office  of  John  Meiljr  expires  on  January  1st,  1889.  The  Board 
nominated  Hon.  Geo.  D.  Stitzel,  of  Beading,  Pa.,  and  Jacob  K.  Funk, 
of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  elected  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

The  Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  consists  of  the  following  persons: 

Elder  John  Meilv,  whose  term  expires  January  1st,  1889. 
Rev.  John  W.  Steinmetz,  "  "  "         "    1890. 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,      "  "  "         "    1891. 

Elder  D.  B.  Manger,         "  '*  "         "    1892. 

Bev.  Geo.  B.  Besser,         *«  "  "         "    189S. 

Bespectfully  sobmitted,       Jko.  W.  Steikkbtz,  I^rndeni, 
JoHK  Meily,  Dreaturer,  in  aecouni  with  the  Reformed  C^reh  in  the  U.  Si 

1888.  GQiitliigviit  9vaa  Aoeoumt.  Dr. 

July  18.  From  Bev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Tress.  Schuylkill  Classis.  $84  OO 

"    20.  From  Bev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treasurer  E.  Penna.  ClasBis...  113  00 

Aug.  20.  From  H.  C.  Hoover,  Treasurer  Philadelphia  Classis...  49  00 

<^  28.  From  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Treasurer  Tohickon  Classis...  82  00 

Sept.    8.  From  Bev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuylkill  Classis.  78  00 

'*    11.  From  Bev.  T.  Kessler,  Treasurer  Lebanon  Classis 116  00 

"    17.  From  Bev.  J.  H.Pannebecker,  Treas.  Lancaster  Claisis  56  00 
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Sept.  18.  FrcHn  Bey.  W.  A.  Haas,  Ttom.  W.  Susqaehanna  ClaasiB  $68  00 

'*    28.  From  Bev.  M.  H.  Diefenderfer,  Treas.  Lehigh  Glaasis  131  00 

Oct.     8.  From  Geo.  Hill,  Treanurer  £.  SniquehaDna  Classis....  81  00 

''      i.  From  D.  B.  Manger,  Treasurer  Goahenhoppen  Glaaaia.  80  00 

Total $873  00 

Oct      8.        To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer $133  04 

laST.  Cr. 

Oct.  17.  By  balance  dutf  Treasurer $6  38 

1898* 

Feb.  10.  Bey.  J.  P.  Stein,  Clerk  of  Syned,  on  account 60  00 

June  14.  Bey.  J.  P.  Stein,  Clerk  of  Synod,  on  account 60  00 

July  27.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  account  of  printing  bill 63  00 

Aug.  21.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  account  of  printing  bill 49  00 

Aug.  24.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  account  of  printing  bill 82  00 

Sept.   6.  Bey.  J.  P.  Stein,  balance 84  86 

Sept.  11.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  account  of  printing  bill 150  00 

Sept  18.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  account  of  printing  bill 170  76 

Sept  21.  Daniel  Miller,  printing  600  circulars,  Ac.,  for  pastors 

and  Consistories 3  96 

Oct     8.  Bey.  J.  C.  Leinbach,  synodical  expenses 20  00 

Balance  in  hand  of  Treasurer 133  04 

ToUl $878  00 

1888.                                 BeattBaxy  mmA  Omwiuact  Fiuid.  Dr. 

Feb.  10.  Harrisbuig  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  in t,Gerhart  legacy $9  00 

**    10.  C.N.Mumma,  adm.,  6  mos.int,  part  Kieffer  legacy 125  00 

*'    16.  C.N.Mumma,  adm.,  principal  or  mort  paid       "  6,000  00 

''    16.  C.N.Mumma, adm.,  mt  on  aboye  Feb.  1  to  16 10  40 

April  4.  Leonard  Mounts,  6  mos.  int,  part  Kieffer  legacy 112  50 

*'      4.  John  W.  Mish,  Treasurer  of  St  John's  Beformed  Con- 

gre^pation,  Lebanon,  6  mos.  interest  Cook  legacy...  30  00 
"     12.  J.  J.  Bishop,  1  mos.  int  on  $5,000,  at  3  per  cent,  part 

Kieffer  le|)^cy. 12  50 

July  11.  Harrisburg  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  int,  Gerhard  legacy...  9  00 

Sept  29.  J.  J.  Bishop,  6  mos.  int.,  part  Kieffer  legacy 125  00 

Oct     2.  Leonard  Mounts,  6  mos.  int.,  part  Kieffer  legacy 112  50 

**      2.  J.  W.  Mish,  Treasurer,  6  mos.  int,  Cook  legacy 30  00 

Total $5,576  90 

1888.  Cr. 

Mch.  31.  J.  J.  Bishep,  part  Kieffer  legacy,  secured  by  1st  mort  $6,000  00 

April  17.  J.  B.  Both,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster..  290  40 
Sept  17.  B.  F.  Kelker,  Treasurer  of  Foreign  Missions,  12  mos. 

interest,  Gerhart  legacy... 6  00 

"    17.  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Home  Missions^ 

12  months'  interest  Gerhard  legacy 6  00 

"    17.  Bey.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, 12  months'  interest,  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

Oct     2.  J.  B.  Both,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary,  Lancaster..  267  50 

Total $5,676  90 
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1888.  i;ri«^lta  VnlTvrsUr 

Mar    7.  Bev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treasurer  of  E.  PenneylYania  ClasaiB  $35  00 

'^   12.  Rev.  W.  A.  Haaa,  Treaanrer  W.  Siuqaehanna  Clania.  62  55 

"    22.  Geor^Hill,  Treasurer  East  Soscmehaona  Classis 119  99 

Sept  18.  Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treasurer  W.  Susquehanna  Classis.  8  00 

Total $225  64 

1888.  CSr. 

June  21.  Bey.  D.  B.  Shuev,  President  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 

Wichita  Univeroity .*. $217  54 

Oct.     4.  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  President  of  Board  of  Trustees  of 

Wichita  nniversity 8  00 

Total $225  54 

r 

1888*  OoBttBumt  Fu»d  of  Otmmrml  Sjraod.  Dr. 

June  28.  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treasurer  Schuylkill  Classis....  $124  00 
Oct     1.  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Treasurer  Tohickon  Classis 98  00 

To  amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Oct.  8, 1888 $222  00 


1888*  Balaaca  of  Bond  due  to  Board  ot  Hoio  MiMlomo.  Or. 

July  81.  Isaac  G.  Gerhart,  Treasurer  of  Tohickon  Classis $23  00 

To  amount  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  Oct  8, 1888 23  00 

Unpaid  ApportUmmente  of  Contlngtent  Fund  of  By  nod  in  tlie  IT.  8» 

East  Susquehanna  Classis,  1887 $54  00 

Wyoming  Classis,  1886  and  1886 81  00 

Wyoming  Classis,  1887 54  00 

Total $189  00 

I  annex  hereto  the  following  memorandum,  hy  request  of  Bot.  D.  B. 
8huey,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Wichita  University: 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  October  Uh,  1888. 

Beceived  from  the  followinit  parties  for  the  Endowment  Fund  of 
Wichita  University,  as  collected  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  tb« 
United  States  of  the  Beformed  Church. 

188T. 

Jan.     7.  Mrs.  H.  S.  Dotterer,  Missionary  Soc.,  Phila.  Classis $50  00 

**      8.  Bev.  B.  Bausman,  D.D.,  St  Paul's  Memorial  Church...  100  00 

'•    80.  Bev.  A.  8.  Leinbach,  D.D 100  00 

**    80.  Leesport  Congregation 20  00 

«  .80.  Hamburg  Congregation 20  00 

Feb.  14.  First  Beformed  Church,  Beading 100  00 

"    14.  Orwigsburg  charge 10  00 

Mch.   8.  J.  B.  Hilbush,  Mahanoy  chaige 25  00 

28.  Trinity  Congregation,  Tamaqua. 25  00 

28.  St  John's,  Schuylkill  Haven 15  00 

28.  New  Jerusalem,  Schuylkill  Haven 87  00 

28.  Second  Church,  Beading 250  00 
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April  1.  NewHollaDd  charge. $  35  00 

"      4.  Jacob  BaoAxnaD 1000  00 

May  11.  Zion'g  Church,  Pottstown 25  00 

June   6.  James  T.  Reber,  Treasurer  of  Schuylkill  Classis 23  00 

**    26.  Martin  Bushong 10  00 

July  28.  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasured 60  00 

Aug.  17.  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer 100  00 

Dec.  23.  Rev.  J.  D.  Detrich 60  00 

Feb.  18, 1888.  Oley  charge,  Rey.  I.  S.  Stahr 40  00 

Total $2,096  00 

For  all  of  the  above  this  duplicate  receipt  is  given  to  John  Meily, 
Treasurer  of  said  Synod.  D.  B.  Shubt, 

J^eaidmU  <^  Ike  Board  ^  DnuUet  of  ITieUte  I7ittf<mf|f. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
October  8, 1888.  John  Meilt,  Treasurer. 

Lebanon,  Pa.,  Odober  8/A,  1888. 

The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  to  audit  the  foregoing  account, 
report  that  we  have  examined  the  same,  compared  the  vouchers,  and  find 
it  correct  as  stated. 

Geo.  B.  RE88ER,     )  ru..^ -^^ 

JNO.  J.  NI88LEY.    ;  «>»»*»«^- 

FUKD6  BECEIYED  SINCE  CL08IN0  THE  STATEMENT. 
1888.  lirielftlta  VnlTcrsltjr  Fwftd. 

Oct  10.  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treasurer  of  Schuylkill  Classis.    $22  00 

Report  of  Special  Committee  on  arrearagee  to  Wichita  Univer- 
sity. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Items  touching  the 
action  of  certain  Claasefl,  with  reference  to  the  Wichita  University, 
would  beg  leave  to  report — 

That  they  carefully  examined  the  Classical  Records,  in  each 
case,  and  find  the  following : 

1st  That  the  Claasis  of  Philadelphia  simply  requests  Synod  to 
excuse  it  from  the  payment  of  its  apportionment  towards  Wichita 
University  without  urging  any  reasons  for  the  request. 

2d.  That  the  Classis  of  Tohickon  bases  its  request  upon  the 
CUim,  that  it  has  already  paid  more  than  its  pro  raia  apportion- 
ment to  the  Fund,  and  should  therefore  be  relieved  of  the  pay- 
ment of  the  aasessment  in  question. 

8d.  That  the  Claases  of  East  Pennsylvania,  of  Lebanon  and 
Lehigh  were  influenced  in  their  adverse  action  by  unfavorable  re- 
ports as  to  the  condition  of  Wichita  University,  and  have  merely 
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{Kwtponed  action  until  further  and  more  encouraging  information 
as  to  its  status  may  be  receiyed  by  them. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  that  in  view  of  the 
representations  made  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  now  in  our  midst, 
which  seem  to  promise  success,  and  in  view  of  the  moral  respoun- 
bility  resting  upon  this  Synod,  and  through  it,  upon  the  several 
Classes,  this  Bynod  does  most  earnestly  request  the  above  ClasMs 
to  waive  what  may  seem  to  be  just  reasons  for  their  action,  and  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  their  apportionment  at  the 
earliest  possible  day.  BespectAiUy  submittedt 

Saml.  G.  Wagnkb, 
Frakk  K  Levak, 
D.  8.  Kellsb. 

In  connection  with  the  12th  item  on  the  Report  on  the  Minutes 
of  Synod,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Inasmuch  as  the  Synod  of  the  United  States  at  its  annual  ses- 
sions^ held  in  Philadelphia,  October,  1886,  did  direct  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  the  balance  of  $5000  pledged  by  Synod.to  Wichita  Uni- 
versity, and  unpaid  on  the  1st  of  April,  1887,  and  inasmuch  as 
this  has  not  been  done,  Synod  now  directs  its  Board  of  Trustees  to 
make  a  note  or  bond,  with  proper  and  sufficient  endorsement,  and 
at  once  borrow  the  money  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Wichita  University — and  further, 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  confidence  in  its 
ultimate  success,  and  its  great  usefulness  in  the  future  operations  of 
our  Church  in  the  West,  and  that  we,  therefore,  request  the  Oasses 
and  charges  in  arrears  in  pledges,  or  apportionments  to  this  good 
cause  to  make  immediate  payment. 

Resolved^  Hat  we  request   the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania, 

Lebanon,  Tohickon  and  Philadelphia,  which  declined  bearing  any 

part  in  this  matter,  to  reconsider  their  action  and  at  once  to  asist 

in  this  good  work.  ^ 

Rep<ni  on  Finance. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  Report,  which  was  acted  on 
item  by  item,  and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  begs  leave  to  offer  the  following  report. 
Items  were  referred  to  us,  viz. : 

1.  The  Report  of  the  Synod's  Treasurer. 
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2.  The  Gontingent  Fand  of  Synod. 

8.  The  Balftry  of  Teacher  of  Elocution,  and  an  item  of  $50.00  to  pay 
principal  and  interest  on  loan  made  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Yisiton  of  Theological  Seminary. 

4.  The  Seminary  Aid  Fund. 

Your  committee  apportioned  the  amounts  given  us  among  the  seyeral 
daases  on  the  basis  of  communicant  members. 

1.  The  Gontingent  Fund  of  Synod,  estimated  amount  necessary,  $700. 


East  Pennsylvania  dassis...  $75  00 

Lebanon  Cfassis. 90  00 

Philadelphia  Classis 42  00 

Lancaster  Classis 43  00 

East  Sosquehanna  Classis...    44«00 
West  Susquehanna  Classis..    46  00 

2.  Salary  of  Teacher  of  Elocution,  amount  $150.00. 


Ooshenhoppen  Classis........  $68  00 

Tohickon  Classis. 62  00 

Lehigh  Claasis 100  00 

Schuylkill  Classis 86  00 

Wyoming  Classis 44  00 


East  Pennsylvania  Classis..  $16  00 

Lebanon  Classis 18  00 

Philadelphia  Classis 8  00 

Lancaster  aassis 8  00 

West  Susquehanna  Classis..    12  00 
East  Susquehanna  Classis...    12  00 

8.  The  Seminary  Aid  Fund,  amount  needed,  $250.00. 


Ooshenhoppen  Classis. $14  00 

Tohickon  Classis 12  00 

Lehigh  Classis 20  00 

Schuylkill  Classis 16  00 

Wyoming  Classis 12  00 


Ooshenhoppen  Classis 24  00 

Tohickon  Classis. %2  00 

Lehigh  Classis 86  00 

Schuylkill  Classis 32  00 

Wyoming  Classis 15  00 


East  Pennsylvania  Classis ..  $28  00 

Lebanon  Classis 88  00 

Philadelphia  Classis 14  00 

Lancaster  Classis 14  00 

West  Susquehanna  Classis.    16  00 
East  Susquehanna  Classis...  $16  00 

BeepectfuUy  submitted,    H.  Mossbr,  Chairman. 

An  order  for  $25.00  on  the  Treasurer  was  granted  in  favor  of  Bev. 
Samuel  B.  Bridenbangh,  Pastor  of  the  Beformed  Church  of  the  Ascen- 
sion, Norristown,  Pa.,  for  printing  and  other  expenses  incurred  during 
the  sessions  of  Synod. 

Hon.  G^.  D.  Stttxel,  of  Beading,  Pa.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occurring  January  1st,  1889,  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCB8. 

Five  items,  under  the  general  head  of  appeals,  in  the  Report  on 
Minutes  of  ClasBes,  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting 
of  Revs.  E.  N.  Kremer,  D.  E.  Schoedler  and  Elder  Jno.  W.  Bickel, 
who  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted. 

Tour  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  appeals  of  Rev.  Dr. 
L  E.  Loos  as  Counsel  for  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed  Church 
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of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  from  the  action  of  East  Pemuylvania  daaBis, 
would  respectfallj  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : — 

1.  We  find  all  the  appeals,  namely, 

(a)  The  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  East  Pennsylvania  ClassiB, 
relative  to  the  appeal  of  A.  F.  Knight  and  others,  members  of  Christ 
Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  from  the  Ck)Dsistory  and  Spirit- 
ual Council  of  Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

(6)  The  appeal  from  the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  re- 
questing Rev.  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos  to  withdraw  entirely,  and  finally,  from 
all  further  service  in  Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

(c)  The  appeal  from  the  action  o(  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  in- 
structing Rev.  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos  to  cease  the  exercise  of  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  Christian  Ministry  within  the  limits  of  Christ  Reformed 
Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

(d)  The  appeal  from  the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  de- 
claring the  excommunication  of  A.  F.  Knight  by  the  Consistoiy  of 
Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  null  and  void. 

(e)  The  appeal  from  the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  de- 
claring the  election  for  church-ofScers,  held  in  Christ  Reformed 
Chureh,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  May  9, 1888,  unconstitutional,  and  therefore 
null  and  void : — to  be  in  order,  the  steps  required  by  the  constitution 
having  been  observed  by  the  appellant. 

2.  That  the  appeals  be  heard  and  disposed  of  separately,  with  the 
exception  of  b  and  e,  which  can  be  heard  and  disposed  of  together. 

3.  That  all  the  papers  pertinent  to  the  appeal  be  read. 

4.  That  in  the  hearing  of  each  case,  the  appellant  be  given  twenty 
minutes  to  open  the  case,  the  appellee  thirty  minutes  to  reply,  and 
the  appellant  ten  minutes  to  dose  the  case.  After  the  appellant 
and  appellee  have  been  heard,  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  Before  clos- 
ing this  part  of  the  report,  your  Committee  deem  it  proper  to  saj 
that  the  so-called  appeals  marked  b,  e,  d  and  e  in  this  report  shoold 
have  been  brought  before  Synod  in  the  form  of  complaints  against 
the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  but  that,  since  the  Classis 
did  not  correct  this  error,  but  allowed  what  should  have  been  com* 
plaints  to  go  on  its  minutes  as  appeals,  the  Synod  should  permit 
them  to  be  heard  in  the  form  in  which  they  have  come  before  it 

5.  That  the  hearing  of  these  appeals  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 

at  two  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon. 

E.  N,  KB£M£By  Chairman, 
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*  The  Order  of  the  day  having  arrived,  namely  the  appeal  of  Rev. 
Dr.  I.  K.  Loos  and  Christ  Reformed  Church,  -Bethlehem,  Pa.,  fix)m 
the  action  of  East  Penndjlvania  Classis,  the  papers  proper  in  the 
case  were  read.  Revs.  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp,  Dr.  Jno.  A.  Peters  and 
Elder  D.  8  Keller  appeared  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos, 
and  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  and  Revs.  H.  M. 
Kiefier,  T.  O.  Stem  and  J.  W.  Mabry  defended  the  action  of  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  vote  resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas :  Jas.  B.  May,  O.  P.  Steckel,  D.  E.  Eiopp,  E.  N.  Kremer, 
J.  G.  Leinbach,  O.  W.  Gerhard,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  N.  Z.  Snyder, 
D.  E.  Schoedler,  J.  A.  Peters,  G.  S.  Sorber. 

Elders :  Isaiah  0.  Gerhart,  Josiah  Keen,  D.  S.  Keller,  Wm.  Moyer, 
Henry  Fomwald. — 16. 

Nays:  Revs.  Tobias  Kessler,  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  J.  B.  Henry, 
J.  H.  Pannebecker,  J.  8.  Stahr,  D.  C.  Tobias,  T.  Derr,  L.  D. 
Steckel,  U  K  Evans,  C.  S.  Wieand,  M.  H.  MiU,  A*  B.  Koplin,  8. 
G.  Wagner,  E  A.  Gemant,  M.  H.  Diefenderfer,  N.  W.  Helfrich, 
J.  J.  Fisher,  O.  H.  Strunck,  H.  Mosser. 

Elders:  Jno.  W.  Bickel,  Wm.  K.  Gresh,  A.  M.  Schmidt,  Geo.  F. 
8tong,  Reuben  Reigner,  Fred.  Crouse,  Nathaniel  Metz,  Wilson  Peter, 
R.  H.  Kramm,  H.  Y.  Stoner.— 29. 

Non  liquet:  A.  R.  Bartholomew. 

Notice  was  given  by  Elder  D.  S.  Keller,  one  of  the  Counsel  in  be- 
half of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  that  he  would  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  Synod  to  the  Gep,eral  Synod. 

*  On  Monday  evening,  the  appeals  marked  b  and  e,  were  brought 
before  Synod  for  consideration.  The  papers  having  reference  to 
these  appeals  were  read,  and  the  counsel  on  both  sides  heard.  The 
yeas  and  hays  were  called,  and  the  vote  resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas :  Revs.  Jas.  B.  May,  D.  E.  Klopp,  Jno.  A.  Peters.  Elders 
Isaiah  C.  Gerhart,  D.  S.  Keller,  Wm.  Moyer,  Henry  Fomwald. — 7. 

Nays :  Revs,  O.  P.  Steckel,  J.  B.  Henry,  J.  H.  Pannebecker, 
W.  J.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Stahr,  D.  C.  Tobias,  E.  N.  Kremer,  Wm.  G. 
Engle,  T.  Derr,  G.  W.  Gerhard,  L.  D.  Steckel,  D.  O.  Shoemaker, 
L.  K.  Evans,  C.  &  Wieand,  N.  Z  Snyder,  M.  H.  Mill,  A.  B.  Ko'p- 
lin,  8.  G.  Wi^er,  E.  A.  Gemant,  M.  H.  Diefenderfer,  N.  W.  Helf- 
rich, J.  J.  Fisher,  O.  H.  Stranck,  H.  Moeser.  Elders  Jno  W.  Bickel, 
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Wm.  E.  Qresh,  Fred  Grouse,  Nath.  Metz,  Wibon  Peter,  R  H. 
Kramm,  Danl.  Milled,  A.  M.  Schmidt,  JosiahEeen,  Geo.  F.  Btong, 
Reuben  Reigner. — 85. 

Non  liquet :  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Bomberger,  J.  0.  Leinbach,  D.  E. 
Schoedler,  F.  EL  Levan. — 4. 

Notice  was  given  hj  Rev.  Dr.  D.  E.  Elopp,  one  of  the  counsel  in 
behalf  of  Dr.  I.  EL  Loos  and  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  that  he  would  appeal  from  the  decision  of  this  body  to  the  Gen- 
eral Synod. 

On  Tuesday  the  appeal  marked  d — namely  the  appeal  from  the 
action  of  East  Penna.  Classis,  declaring  the  excommunication  of  A. 
F.  Knight  by  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  null  and  void,  as  the  business  pending  before  Synod. 

The  Counsel  of  Rev.  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos  and  the  Consistory  of  Christ 
Reformed  Churchy  Bethlehem;  asked  permission  to  record  the  follow- 
ing on  the  minutes  as  a  matter  of  privilege. 

The  appellant's  counsel  file  the  following  paper.  While  submit- 
ting, that  the  appeal  in  this  case  was  sustained  by  Classis  on  erroneous 
grounds,  inasmuch  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  minutes  of  the  spedal 
meeting  of  Classis  held  March  1, 1888,  to  show  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  spiritual  counsel  in  the  case  of  the  excommunication  of  A.  F. 
Knight  was  unconstitutional  and  irregular,  the  appellants  have  been 
advised  by  their  counsel,  that  a  fatal  error  was  committed  by  the 
spiritual  counsel  in  not  reducing  the  testimony  adduced  before  it  to 
writing,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  be  allowed  to  withdraw  this  ap- 
peal   In  response  to  this«request  the  following  action  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  that  without  endorsing  any  of  the  reasons  assigned  the 
request  to  withdraw  the  appeal  is  granted. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Kie^r,  one  of  the  counsel  in  behalf  of  the  del^ates 
of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  was  granted  permission  to  record  in  the 
Minutes  of  Synod  as  a  matter  of  privilege  the  following: — 

The  delegates  of  East  Pennsylvania  ClaaBis,  appointed  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  action  of  said  Classis,  in  the  excommunication  of  A.  F. 
E[night,  beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  said  Classis  to  place  upon  the  minutes 
of  this  body,  since  they  are  in  the  belief  of  some,  debarred  from  the 
privilege  of  protest,  their  unqualified  objection  to  any  such  construc- 
tion of  the  above  paper  presented  by  the  counsel  for  the  appellant 
as  may  imply  that  any  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  was  oo 
erroneous  grounds  in  the  case  of  A.  F.  Knight 
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On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  appeal  marked  (e),  namely  the  appeal 
from  the  action  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  declaring  the  election 
for  church-officers  held  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa , 
May  9,  1888,  unconstitutional  and  therefore  null  and  void,  was 
brought  before  Synod  for  its  consideration.  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp  and 
Elder  D.  8.  Keller  appeared  as  counsel  in  behalf  of  Dr.  I.  K  Loos 
and  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa ,  and 
Revs.  H.  M.  Kiefier  and  T.  O.  Stem  as  counsel  for  the  delegates  of 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis  in  defense  of  their  own  action.  The  pa- 
pers pertaining  to  the  case  were  read,  and  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
heard.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  result  of  the  vote 
waa  as  follows : 

YeoB:  Revs.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  J.  C.  Leinbach,  D.  O.  Shoe- 
maker, D  E.  Schoedler,  J.  A.  Peters,  D.  E.  Klopp.  Elders  H.  M. 
Housekeeper  and  Henry  Fornwald. 

HJayB :  Tobias  Kessler,  Jas.  B.  May,  O.  P.  Steckel,  J.  H.  Panne- 
becker,  E.  N.  Kremer,  J.  8.  Stahr,  D.  C.  Tobias,  Geo.  W.  Gerhard, 
Li.  D.  Steckel,  L.  K.  Evans,  C.  8.  Wieand,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  M.  H. 
Mai,  A.  B.  Koplin,  Saml.  G.  Wagner,  E.  A.  Gemant,  N.  W.  Helf- 
ricb,  J.  J.  Fisher,  O.  H.  Strunck.  Elders  Josiah  Keen,  A.  M. 
Schmidt,  Wm.  Moyer,  Geo.  F.  Stong,  Reuben  Reigner,  Fred.  Crouse, 
Nath.  Metz,  Wilson  Peter,  Danl.  Miller. 

Non  liquet :    Jno.  W.  Bickel. 

Notice  was  given  by  Rev.  Dr.  D.  E.  Klopp,  one  of  the  Counsel 
for  Rev.  Dr.  L  K.  Loos  and  the  Consistory  of  Christ  Reformed 
Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  that  he  would  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
this  body  to  the  General  Synod. 


On  motion  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  three  ministers  and 
two  elders,  was  appointed  to  confer  with  both  parties  with  reference, 
to  the  difficulties  existing  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
and  to  report  a  certain  line  of  action,  for  Synod,  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  The  Committee  consists  of  Revs.  J.  C.  Leinbach,  Saml. 
G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  E.  N.  Kremer  and  Elders  Jno.  W.  Bickel  and  H. 
M.  Housekeeper. 

A  paper  bearing  on  the  state  of  affiiirs  in,  Christ  Reformed  Church 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  was  presented  by  Rev.  D.  F.  Brendle,  D.D.,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  this  case. 
6 
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The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  difficultiea  in 
Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa,,  presented  its  report  on 
Wednesdaj  morning,  which  was  adopted.  The  report  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : — 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Slate$, 
Your  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  difficulties  in 
Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  with  instruction  to  re- 
commend some  action  looking  to  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  interests 
of  the  Reformed  Church  to  their  proper  status,  would  lieg  to  report 
the  following : — 

Recognizing  the  earnest  efforts  of  the  Classisof  EastPennsylvanis 
to  adjust  the  difficulties  existing  in  said  congregation,  and  if  possible 
to  bring  about  peace  and  harmony  among  its  members,  and  believing 
that  under  God's  Providence  and  in  His  own  good  time,  these  efforts, 
if  properly  encouraged  and  furthered  by  this  body,  will  so  result. 
Therefore 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  prayerfully  admonish  all  the  mem- 
bers of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  to  lay  aside  all 
selfish  feeling,  and  to  remember  that  as  Christians  they  are  to  live 
for  each  other  and  for  the  glory  €f  Ood. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  ezpreases  the  hope  that  the  eniire 
congregation  will  be  reconciled  to  the  Clasns  of  East  P^pnaylvania, 
and  will  bear  in  mind  that  in  all  its  actions,  the  Classis  has  been  seek- 
ing only  the  common  wel&re  of  all. 

3.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  does  hereby  request  the  Classis  of 
East  Pennsylvania  to  call  a  special  meeting  at  an  early  day,  and  en- 
deavor to  make  such  provision  for  the  organization  of  a  Second  Re- 
formed Congregation,  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  all  parties  cencemed. 

4.  Resolved^  That  whilst  this  Synod  does  not  wish  to  dictate  to  the 
lower  judicatory,  it  would  still  suggest  that  a  division  of  the  congre* 
gation  be  effected  on  the  following  basis : — 

Those  members  remaining  in  tlie  old  organization  of  Christ  Re- 
formed Church  to  agree  to  pay  to  those  who  shall  withdraw  b  the 
interest  of  the  new  organization,  the  sum  of  Four  Thousand  doUare— 
and  transfer  to  them  the  old  organ  now  used  by  the  Sunday-school, 
and  one  half  of  the  Poor  fund- 

5.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  does  hereby  appoint  the  Revs.  Ik  K. 
Evansy  H.  Mosser  and  Elder  Frederick  Crouse  a  committee,  whose 
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duty  it  shall  be  to  co-operate  with  the  Claaeie  of  East  PenDsylvania 
and  the  members  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  in  the  organization  of 
this  new  oongr^ation,  should  their  presence  and  assistance  be  de- 
sired hj  the  Classis.     Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Chairman, 

Reiolvedf  That  the  stated  derk  be  instructed  to  communicate  to  the 
Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania 'iand  to  the  Reformed  Church  of  Beth- 
lehem the  ^tion  of  this  Synod  in  adopting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee 6n  the  difficulties  in  Christ  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem, 
Pa.  The  following  statement  was  read  by  Dr.  I.  K.  Loos  person- 
ally on  the  floor  of  Synod,  and  which  on  motion,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  in  the  minutes : 

If  the  division  of  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  be  ac- 
complished in  substantial  accordance  with  the  basis  set  forth  in  the 
action  of  this  Synod  or  any  other  mutually  satisfactory  basis,  then, 
I  for  myself,  and  others,  agree  to  ask  the  privilege  pf  General  Synod 
to  withdraw  the  appeals  taken  in  the  matters  of  the  Christ  Reformed 
Church  difficulty  at  Bethlehem,  Pa. 


ARTICLE  XVIL 

OOMPLAIKT. 

An  item  from  the  Report  on  overtures  was  referred  to  a  special 
oommittee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Tobias  Kessler, 
and  Elder  John  W.  Bickel,  who  subsequently  submitted  the  follow- 
ing report,  which  was  adopted. 

To  ike  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  ''  Item  6  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Overtures/'  respectfully  reports  that,  after  having 
carefully  considered  the  petition  from  members  of  Christ  Reformed 
Churchy  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  find  that  Part  2,  chapter  2,  article  30  of 
the  Constitation  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  de- 
fining the  necessary  steps  for  individuals  to  appeal  from  the  action 
of  Classis,  have  not  been  taken.  That  Synod  has  no  jurisdiction  what- 
ever in  the  premises,  and  therefore  recommend  that  this  petition  be 
roomed  to  the  petitioners. 

J.  H.  FAjmsBECKEB,  Chairman. 
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ARTICLE  XVm. 
The  Standing  Committee  on  Religious  services  made  provision  to 
address  the  Sunday-schools  of  Trinity  Church,  and  the  Church  of  the 
Ascension,  at  their  regular  sessions  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

FUBLICATION. 

ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  THE  PUBLICATi6n  BOARD  OF  THE  REFORMBD 

GHUBCH  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  • 

To  the  S^noda  of  Pittsburgh,  Potomac  and  United  Stcdes: 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  Synods  named,  this,  its 
Annual  Report : 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  Board  held  one  special  and  two 
regular  meetings. 

The  officers  of  the  preceding  year  were  continued,  namely :  Pres- 
ident, Q.  S.  Griffith  ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Chas.  O.  Fisher. 

As  the  Synods  at  their  respective  Sessions  last  Fall  directed  the 
Board  to  dispose  of  the  interests  under  its  care  on  the  most  &vorable 
terms  to  a  private  party,  a  special  meeting  was  duly  called  by  the 
President  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  direction,  which  was  held  at 
the  Publication  Rooms,  907  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia,  November 
10th,  1887,  2  o'clock,  p.m.  Every  member  of  the  Board  was 
present 

At  this  meeting  the  resolutions  of  the  several  Synods  were  laid 
before  the  Board  and  carefully  considered.  The  only  conclusion  to 
be  arrived  at  was,  to  carry  out  the  direction  of  the  Synods,  and 
that  upon  the  best  terms  possible. 

Therefore,  at  the  instance  and  request  of  members  of  the  Board, 
the  Superintendent,  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  renewed  the  proposition  which 
he  had  made  to  the  Board,  at  its  meeting  in  September,  1887,  and 
which  came  before  the  Synods  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the 
Board,  and  was  subsequently,  for  reasons  then  stated,  withdrawn  by 
him  at  the  Synods  of  Potomac  and  United  States.  This  proposition, 
after  being  modified  in  some  particulars  at  the  instance  of  the  Board 
with  the  consent  of  Chas.  6.  Fisher,  was  accepted  and  approved, 
and  the  officers  were  authorized  to  prepare  and  execute  the  neces- 
sary papers  for  the  transfer. 


.- 
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AccordiDgly,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  1887,  the  deed 
conveying  the  real  estate  to  Chas.  G.  Fisher  was  signed  by  the 
President  and  certified  to  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  and  deliv- 
ered»  and  the  agreement  and  lease  entered  into  by  the  Board  in 
behalf  of  the  three  Synods  and  Chas.  G.  Fisher  was  also  duly 
signed  by  the  same  officers  and  Chas.  G.  Fisher. 

The  Agreement  and  Lease  is  as  follows : 

Know  all  men  by  these  frebknts,  That  Whereas  the  Publi- 
cation Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  has  this 
day  granted  and  conveyed  unto  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  the  premises  situate  No.  907  Arch  Street  in  said  city,  in 
fee  simple,  under  and  subject  nevertheless  to  the  payment  of  a  yearly 
ground  rent  of  $100  and  a  mortgage  debt  of  the  principal  sum  of 
$15,000.  And  have  also  by  a  Bill  of  Sale  of  said  date  granted,  sold 
and  delivered  to  the  said  Charles  G.  Fisher  all  the  stock,  good-will, 
fixtures,  book  accounts,  &c.t  as  particularly  set  forth  in  the  said  Bill 
of  Sale. 

Now  THIS  INDENTURE  WITNE88ETH  that  the  Said  Charles  G. 
Fisher,  ii)  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar  unto  him  in  hand 
well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  at  and  before  the  sealing  and  delivery 
hereof,  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  as  well  as  of 
divers  other  valuable  consideration  hereinabove  set  forth,  hath  and 
by  these  presents  doth  agree  to  covenant  and  enter  into  the  following 
written  lease  with  the  said  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  aforesaid  as  follows,  to  wit : 

That  the  said  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  hereby  lets  and  leases  unto  the  said  Charles  G.  Fisher 
for  the  term  of  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of  January  a.  d.  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  all  the  stereotype  plates  of 
all  the  publications  belonging  to  them,  and  the  sole  right  to  use  said 
plates  and  publish  books  therefrom,  and  also  the  sole  right  to  pub- 
lish all  the  periodicals  now  issued  by  said  Board  for  his  sole  and 
separate  use,  benefit  and  profit. 

And  in  consideration  thereof  the  said  Charles  G.  Fisher,  for 
himself,  his  executors,  administrators,  hereby  agrees  to  pay  all  the 
liabilities  or  debts  of  said  publication  business  to  the  date  of  these 
presents,  and  indemnify,  save  and  keep  harmless  the  said  Publica- 
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tion  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  of  and 
fi'om  all  debts  contracted  by  them  on  account  of  said  business  to  the 
date  hereof,  and  to  pay  them  three  per  cent,  on  the  gross  receipts  of 
the  whole  of  said  business  annually,  and  the  said  Charles  G.  Fisher 
hereby  covenants  and  agrees  that  the  said  three  per  cent,  shall  not 
in  any  one  year  amount  to  a  less  sum  than  $1200,  said  $1200  to  be 
paid  in  quarterly  instalments  of  $300,  and  any  excess  accruing 
above  said  $1200  to  be  paid  at  end  of  every  year.  The  said  Charles 
6.  Fisher  to  make  a  detailed  statement  of  receipts  to  the  Board  at 
their  annual  meeting  and  the  said  Board  to  have  access  to  the  books 
to  ascertain  receipts  and  verify  said  statement. 

It  being  distinctly  understood  and  agreed  upon  between  the  parties 
hereto  that  the  Synods  of  the  United  States,  Pittsburgh  and 
Potomac  are  in  consideration  of  the  terms  of  this  lease  to  agree  that 
they  jointly  or  any  one  of  them  will  not  establish  or  themselves 
conduct  or  have  conducted  for  them,  a  publishing  house  or  houses, 
nor  publish  any  books  or  periodicals,  nor  endorse  any  periodicals 
that  may  be  published  by  any  private  party  or  individuals  either 
within  or  without  their  respective  bounds ;  and  also  to  employ  and 
engage  the  said  Charles  6.  Fisher  to  do  all  their  official  printing 
and  publishing  provided  the  terms  for  such  printing  and  publishing 
are  no  higher  than  those  of  any  other  party  for  the  same  class  of 
work. 

No  objectionable  advertisements  to  be  inserted  in  said  periodicals 
and  the  Messenger  to  be  delivered  free  to  the  life  subscribers. 

And  the  said  Charles  6.  Fisher  further  covenants  and  agrees 
that  he  will  keep  the  periodicals  and  books  up  to  their  present 
/  standard  as  well  as  keep  up  to  the  times  as  far  as  practicable,  and 
will  not  discontinue  the  publication  of  any  without  consulting  with 
and  receiving  the  sanction  of  the  said  Board  of  Publication  and  will 
issue  them  at  the  lowest  possible,  not  exceeding  present  prices  unless 
first  receiving  approval  of  said  Board. 

It  is  further  agreed  between  the  parties  hereto  that  the  editorship 
of  the  Messenger  b  to  be  filled  by  the  Synods,  the  selection  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  said  Charles  Q.  Fisher. 

And  the  said  Charles  6.  Fisher  further  covenants  and  agrees  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  the  editors  of  all  the  periodicals,  the  amounts  of 
each  to  be  fixed  by  him,  excepting  that  of  the  Editor-in-chief  of  the 
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Messenger,  and  upon  acootint  of  that  he  hereby  agrees  to  pay  the 
sum  of  $1000  per  annum  as  his  full  share. 

It  is  also  agreed  that  the  Synodical  Editorships  are  to  be  filled  as 
now  by  their  respective  Synods. 

And  the  said  Charles  6.  Fisher  also  agrees  to  print  and  publish 
all  acknowledgments  and  notices  for  the  Church  and  its  Boards  in 
the  Messenger  free  of  charge,  or  any  other  official  matter  which 
said  Synods  may  desire  to  have  published. 

And  the  said  Charles  Q.  Fisher  agrees  for  himself,  his  heirs, 
executors  and  administrators  that  in  the  event  of  his  making  a 
sale  of  the  premises  907  Ajrch  Street  that  he  will  pay  over  to  the  said 
Board  of  Publication,  the  full  one-half  part  of  any  amount  he 
may  realize  ovei  $35,000. 

And  lastly  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  understood  that  the  property 
of  the  said  Board  of  Publication  as  leased  to  the  said  Charles  G. 
Fisher  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Stereotype  Plates  of  Heidelberg  Catechism;  Heidelberg 
Gatechism  Simplified ;  Exercises  on  the  Heidelberg  Catechism  ; 
Palatinate  Catechism,  English ;  Palatinate  Catechism,  German ; 
Constitution  and  Form ;  Psalms  and  Hymns ;  Hymns  for  the 
Reformed  Church ;  Order  of  Worship ;  Family  Assistant ;  Golden 
Censer;  Heaven,  or  Sainted  Dead;  Heavenly  Home;  Heavenly 
Recognition ;  Harfe ;  Child's  Catechism ;  Hymns  and  Chants ; 
Liives  of  the  Fathers,  vols.  1, 2,  3,  and  4 ;  True  Glory  of  Woman  ; 
Union  with  the  Church ;  Tunes  for  Worship ;  Evangelical  Lieder  ; 
Eleven  Sunday  School  Books ;  Life  of  Schlatter ;  Creed  and  Cus- 
toms. 

Periodicals  :  The  Messenger ;  The  Guardian ;  The  Reformed 
Quarterly  Review ;  The  Scholar's  Quarterly ;  The  Advanced  Lesson 
Paper ;  Primary  Lesson  Paper ;  S.  8.  Treasury ;  Reformed  Mission- 
ary Herald ;  Sunshine. 

It  is  hereby  further  agreed  that  if  the  Publication  Board  again 
lease  these  interests  the  above  named  Charles  G.  Fisher,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  shall  have  the  option  of  continuing  this  contract  for 
another  term  of  ten  years  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Publication,  &c. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  and  understood  by  and  between  the  par- 
ties hereto  that  the  said  Charles  G.  Fisher  shall  have  the  exclusive 
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right  and  privilege  of  carrying  on  and  conducting  the  said  btuineaB 
under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Reformed  GEniBCH  Publication 
House. 

And  it  is  also  further  agreed  that  in  case  of  any  disagreement 
between  the  parties  hereto  in  reference  to  any  matter  herein  con- 
tained that  the  dispute  shall  be  settled  by  arbitration  finally  and 
without  appeal.  The  said  Charles  G.  Fisher  to  appoint  one  arbi* 
trator,  the  said  Board  of  Publication  one,  and  these  two  appoint  a 
third  arbitrator,  to  whom  all  or  any  disagreements  shall  be  submitted 
and  their  decision  or  award  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon  the 
said  parties.  All  of  the  said  arbitrators  to  be  absolutely  disinter- 
ested in  any  manner  or  form  whatever. 

Ik  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  have  hereunto  set  tbeir 
hands  and  seals  this  thirtieth  day  of  December,  a.ix  1887. 

G.  S.  Griffith,  Prerident  ( /--*-s ") 


<  seal  ^ 
^   ( 


Attest :  Edward  J.  Durban,  Secretary,    (^-v-^  ) 

Charles  G.  Fisher.   •<  seal  v 
Witne88  Present:  (.— ^w  J 

Henry  M.  Boyd. 

In  thus  disposing  of  the  p^perty  of  the  Board  by  purchase  and 
lease,  the  Board  believes  it  has  brought  about  the  most  favorable 
and  advantageous  conclusion  of  what  has  been,  for  some  time,  a 
troublesome  question  to  determine,  and,  at  the  same  time,  carried 
out  the  direction  of  the  Synods  respecting  it 

It  is  to  be  hoped  in  view  of  the  conditions  of  the  agreement 
that  the  Synods  and  all  within  their  bounds  will  give  to  the  pur- 
chaser and  lessee  that  confidence  and  substantial  support  he  merits* 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  several  publications,  books  and 
periodicals  to  be  published  by  him  are  still  the  property  of  the 
Board  for  the  Synods,  and  that  under  this  agreement  it  is  to  receive 
a  stipulated  income  from  the  receipts  of  the  whole  business,  and 
that  to  be  increased  as  the  receipts  increase.  It  therefore  behooves 
all  members  of  the  Church  to  see  that  they  do  all  within  their 
power  to  increase  the  business  of  the  House. 

In  consequence  of  the  change  affected  by  this  transfer,  it  became 
necessary  for  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  who  had  been  filling  the  office  of 
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Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  to  resign  the  same.  Subse- 
quently, the  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Edw.  J.  Durban, 
of  Philadelphia,  as  Secretary,  and  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  of  Quarry  ville, 
Pa.,  as  Trecunirer. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting,  September  5th,  1888,  ihe  Treasurer, 
Geo.  W.  Hensel,  reported  he  had  received  from  Charles  G.  Fisher, 
in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  six  hundred  dollars,  the  amount 
of  percentage  for  first  and  second  quarters,  in  full  to  July  1st,  1888. 

He  also  reported  that  he  had  arranged  for  the  deposit  of  each 
quarter's  percentage  in  a  reliable  Savings  Institution,  it  there  bear- 
ing interest  at  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
said,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Board,  all  the  income  derived  from 
this  source  and  all  interest  accumulating  upon  it,  should  be  invested 
and  kept  intact  during  the  term  of  the  lease. 

The  term  of  Gea  W.  Hensel  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lication expiring  at  the  end  of  the  present  year,  the  Synod  named 
will  therefore,  at  its  coming  session,  fill  the  vacancy  that  will  then 
occur  in  the  Board.  The  election  of  a  member  of  the  Board  by 
that  Synod  at  its  last  meeting  was  therefore  an  error. 

Respectfully  submitted,    G.  S.  Griffith,  President. 

Edward  J.  Durban,  Secretary. 

Philadelphia,  September  22d,  1888. 

REPORT  OP  THE  EDITORIAL  COMMISSION. 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  United  States : 

The  Editorial  Commission  constituted  by  members  appointed  by 
the  three  Eastern  (Eng.)  Synods,  held  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia  on 
the  14th  day  day  of  December,  1887,  and  organized  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  T.  G.  Apple  President,  and  Henry  Wirt  Secretary. 
A  communication  was  received  from  Dr.  P.  S.  Davis  resigning  his 
office  as  editor  of  The  Messenger,  to  take  efiect  in  January,  1888. 
The  resignation  was,  on  motion,  accepted.  The  subject  of  the 
editorship  of  the  Messenger,  which  was  referred  to  the  Commission 
by  the  three  Synods,  then  came  up  for  consideration.  The  Commis- 
sion finally  resolved  not  to  appoint  an  editor  for  the  present,  but  to 
take  measures  to  have  the  editorial  work  conducted  under  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  Commission  by  such  writers  as  might  be 
engaged  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  publisher,  Rev.  Charles  G. 
Fisher,  be  requested  to  act  as  office  editor,  and,  so  far  as  this  position 
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requires  it,  to  have  general  charge  of  the  "  get  up*'  of  the  Messenger 
from  week  to  week.  The  Commissioii  then  appointed  a  Bub  com- 
mittee from  its  own  members,  consisting  of  Dr.  B.  Bausman  and 
Dr.  T.  6.  Apple,  to  which  they  committed  the  supervision  of  the 
editing  of  the  Messenger,  including  the  authority  to  appoint  writers 
and  fix  their  remuneration,  in  consultation  with  the  office-editor, 
and  in  harmony  with  his  position  as  publisher  and  office-editor.  For 
reasons  not  necessary  to  detail  here,  it  was  found  that  this  sub-com- 
mittee had  neither  the  time  nor  the  inclination,  under  the  circura- 
stances,  to  perform  the  delicate  and  responsible  task  of  securing 
editorial  writers  for  the  Messenger  and  fixing  their  remuneration. 
Accordingly  the  duties  have  been  performed  by  the  office-editor.  It 
is  due  to  the  office-editor  to  state  his  impression  in  r^ard  to  th« 
action  of  the  Commission  is,  that  they  committed  to  him  authority 
to  perform  these  duties,  in  Consultation  with  the  sub-committee,  with. 
the  members  of  which  he  has  been  in  correspondence  on  the  sub- 
ject.  The  practical  result  is  that  writers  have  been  engaged  and 
the  Messenger  has  been  edited  according  to  the  general  plan  adopted 
by  the  Editorial  Commission.  Considering  all  the  circumstances 
it  was  believed  that,  for  the  time  being,  and  until  the  Synods  should 
meet,  this  was  the  best  arrangement  that  could  be  made,  and  that  it 
was  worth  testing  as  a  plan  that  might  possibly  be  adopted  more 
permanently  by  the  Synods  having  the  matter  in  charge. 

As  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  Commission  to  hold  a 
second  meeting  before  the  meetings  of  the  Synods,  this  report  can- 
not express  any  opinion  or  judgment  of  the  Commission,  as  such,  in 
regard  to  the  success  of  the  plan.  The  Messenger  as  at  present 
conducted  has  been  before  the  Church  for  some  considerable  time, 
and  the  Synods  have  sufficient  data  to  determine  whether  they 
desire  the  plan  to  be  continued,  and  if  so,  under  what  arrangement 
and  supervision. 

If  the  plan  is  deemed  satisfactory,  it  will  be  necessary  to  appoint 
another  Commission  to  have  some  general  supervision  of  the  editing 
of  the  Messenger  The  present  Commission  has  performed  its  trust 
as  &est  it  was  able  under  all  the  circumstanceSi  and  it  now  asks  to 
be  discharged.         Respectfully  submitted, 

Th^'S.  G.  Apple,   j 
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R£FOBM£D  Ghurce[  PUBLICATION  HousE,  907  Arch  Street,  Phila., 

September  22d,  1888. 
To  the  Synods  of  Pittsburghj  Potomac  and  United  States : 

You  will  learn  officiallj  through  the  annual  report  of  the  Publi- 
cation Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  pre- 
sented at  your  present  sessions,  that  I  have,  upon  terms  of  the 
agreement  and  lease  accompanying  the  Board's  report,  become  the 
purchaser  and  lessee  of  its  property,  and  have  been  conducting,  and 
propose  to  continue  the  business  under  the  name  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Publication  House,  at  the  same  place,  907  Arch  Street, 
Philadelphia. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  conduct  the  business  with  an  eje  single  to 
the  wants  of  the  Church,  and  keep  up,  or  rather  improve  the  stand- 
ard of  the  publications  as  formerly  issued  by  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion. 

I  of  course  expect  in  return  the  full  patronage  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Church  and  their  aid  in 
making  the  income  the  Board  is  to  derive  from  the  receipts  as 
large  as  possible. 

The  plan  upon  which  the  Messenger  has  been  edited  since  January 
1st,  1888,  has  worked  so  successfully  and  satisfactorily  to  the  readers 
of  the-  paper  and  ail  concerned,  and  as  it  has  only  had  as  yet  a 
short  trial,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  Synods  will  allow  the  same  arrange- 
ment to  continue  under  the  charge  of  the  Editorial  Commission 
chosen  at  their  last  sessions. 

In  reference  to  this  plan  it  may  be  said,  a  number  of  the  popular 
and  Bucoessful  religious  papers  in  this  country  are  conducted  upon 
it  It  is  certainly  better  to  divide  up  the  labor  required  upon  a 
paper  such  as  the  Messenger,  as  then  a  variety  may  be  given  in  its 
columns,  several  writers  being  able  to  do  more  in  this  way  than 
any  single  one.  The  enlarged  interest  in  its  columns  under  its  pres- 
ent management,  beyond  a  doubt,  is  mainly  owing  to  the  endeavors 
in  this  direction;  besides  the  talent  of  the  Church  is  better  brought 
out. 

It  will  also  be  learned  through  the  report  of  the  Board  that  I 
bave  carried  out  my  part  of  the  agreement  in  paying  over  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  the  first  and  second  installments  (quarterly) 
of  percentage.  I  have,  therefore,  good  reason  to  look  to  the  Synods 
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and  every  minister  and  member  within  their  bounds  to  do  their  part 
in  lending  their  efforts  and  influenoe  in  behalf  of  their  Publication 
interests  as  now  conducted. 

That  there  is  a  need  of  a  general  awakening  in  the  Church  as  to 
a  wider  circulation  of  her  literature  among  the  membership  no  one 
will  deny.  It  lies  mainly  with  the  pastors  and  more  intelligent 
laymen  to  bring  this  about  It  will  be  my  aim  to  lend  them  in  thia 
all  the  aid  possible. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  kept  in  view,  that  the  Reformed 
Church  Pubucatiox  House  is  the  Publication  House  of  the 
Church  and  especially  of  the  three  Synods  represented  in  the  Publica* 
tion  Board  and  that  it  shares  its  income  with  them. 

Accompanying  this  are  copies  of  the  nine  periodicals  now  issued 
by  the  House  and  also  copies  of  the  latest  publications  that  have 
been  issued  since  the  beginning  of  this  year,  viz. :  ''  Conference  on 
Union  of  the  Reformed  Churches,"  and  ''The  Heidelberg  Teacher/' 
which  are  respectfully  presented  to  the  Synods  for  their  inspection 
and  worthy  consideration. 

Hoping  to  merit  continued  patronage  and  encouragement,  I  am 
Yours  respectfully,  Chahles  G.  Fisher, 

Proprietor  of  the  Reformed  Ckureh  Publication  Hoiue. 

Report  on  Publication, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  various  papers 
and  documents  were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  duly  considered  item  by  item  and  finally  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

There  were  referred  to  tkis  Committee  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Publication  ;  a  communication  from  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher, 
proprietor  of  the  Reformed  Church  Publication  House,  tc^ther 
with  a  copy  of  various  periodicals  of  the  church  published  by  him ; 
a  communication  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod ;  the  Report  of  the 
Editorial  Commission,  and  the  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  now 
in  session,  in  regard  to  our  publication  interests. 

The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  sets  forth  that  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  directions  received  last  fall  from  the  Synods  to 
dispose  of  the  interests  under  their  care  on  the  most  favorable 
terms  to  a  private  party ;  they  have  during  the  year  conveyed  the 
real  estate  to  Charles  G.  Fisher,  and  entered  into  an  agreement 
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with  him  in  the  name  of  the  respective  Synods  in  a  manner  minute- 
ly described  in  the ''  agreement  and  Case/'  which  appears  in  the 
printed  report  of  the  Board,  which  was  distributed  among  the  mem- 
bers of  Synod. 

The  report  also  shows  that  Edw.  J.  Durban,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
elected  secretary,  and  George  W.  Hensel,  of  Quarryville,  Pa., 
treasurer. 

The  Pittsburgh  Synod,  in  its  action  forwarded  to  the  Synod,  ex- 
presses regret  to  learn  of  the  manner  and  form  of  the  disposal  of 
all  the  property,  rights  and  privileges  in  the  publication  interest  un- 
der  the  care  of  the  Board,  and  asks  this  Synod  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  whether  a  more 
satisfactory  arrangement  could  not  be  made  in  the  matter. 

The  Report  of  the  Editorial  Commission  and  the  communication 
from  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  refer  principally  to  the  manner  of  editing 
the  Messenger  and  the  patronage  of  the  church. 

The  communication  from  the  Potomac  Synod  endorses  the  action 
of  the  Board  and  makes  certain  suggestions  to  this  Synod. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  that  is  involved  in  the  subject 
under  consideration  your  committee  would  offer  the  following  pre- 
ambles and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Board  of  Publica- 
tion acted  in  good  fisiith  and  did  what  they,  in  the  light  of  experi- 
ence, considered  to  be  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  the  United  States ;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  under  the  present 
peculiar  and  complicated  circumstances,  owing  to  the  Tri-Synodic 
compact,  and  with  the  divided  opinions  of  the  members  of  the 
Church,  in  regard  to  the  publication  interests,  the  Synods  could 
have  come  to  any  more  satisfactory  conclusion ;  and  , 

Whereas,  the  Messenger,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Editorial 
Commission,  seems  to  give  general  satisfaction,  therefore 

1.  Besolvedf  that  this  Synod  endorses  the  action  of  the  Board  of 
Publication  in  the  sale  and  lease  of  the  publication  interests  to  Rev. 
C.  G.  Fisher. 

2.  Besolvedf  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  act  con- 
jointly with  similar  committees  appointed  by  the  Pittsburgh  and. 
Potomac  Synods  and  con&r  with  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  for  the  correc- 
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lion  of  all  difficulties,  which  may  be  felt  to  exist,  and  to  bring  about 
a  greater  unanimity  among  the  Synods^  and  to  awaken  a  deeper  and 
more  general  interest  in  the  periodicals  and  literature  of  the  church. 

3.  Me^olvedy  that  the  action  of  the  Editorial  Commission  be  ap- 
proved, and  that  the  arrangement  made  with  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  to 
act  as  office  editor  be  continued  until  an  editor-in-chief  be  elected. 

4.  Hesolvedy  that  five  persons  be  elected  by  this  Synod,  as  a  com- 
mission, who,  together  with  three  persons  from  the  Potomac  Synod, 
and  three  persons  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  elected  or  appointed 
by  the  respective  Synods  for  the  same  purpose,  shall  have  power  to 
elect  an  editor-in-chief  of  the  Reformed  Church  Messenger. 

5.  Besolved,  that  the  Board  of  Publication  be  authorized  to  pay 
whatever  amount  may  be  necessary  in  the  estimation  of  the  Edito- 
rial Commission,  towards  the  salary  of  the  editor-in-chief. 

6.  Resolved,  that  the  membership  and  ministry  of  this  Synod  be 
earnestly  requested  to  give  the  terms  of  the  contract  their  cordial 
and  active  support  and  co-operation. 

KespectfuUy  submitted,        N.  Z.  Sktdeb,  Chairman, 

IfL  the  adoption  of  the  first  resolution  in  the  Report  on  Publica- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  called.  The  result  of  the  vote  is  as 
follows : 

r«w— Revs.  T.  O.  Stem,  H.  M.  Kieffer,  W.  P.  More,  Tobias 
Eessler,  D.  E.  Klopp,  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  W.  J.  Johnson,  E.  N. 
Kreraer,  J.  S.  Stahr,  D.  C,  Tobias,  T.  Derr,  (Jeorge  W.  Gerhard, 
L.  D.  Steckel,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,  L.  K.  Evans,  C.  S.  Wieand,  N.  Z. 
Snyder,  M.  H.  Mill,  8.  G.  Wagner,  E.  A.  Gernant,  M.  H.  Diefen- 
derfer,  F.  K.  Levan.  Elders  John  W.  Bickel,  H.  M.  Housekeeper, 
Josiah  Keen,  A.  M.  Schmidt,  D.  S.  Keller,  G^rge  F.  Stong,  Rea- 
ben  Reigner,  Fred.  Grouse  and  Nathaniel  Metz. 

Nays — Revs.  C.  J.  Becker,  James  B.  May,  Samuel  R.  Briden- 
baugh,  A.  B.  Koplin,  N.  W.  Helfrich,  J.  J.  Fisher,  O.  H.  Strunck, 
H.  Mosser,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  J.  A  Peters  and  Henry  Fomwald. 

In  the  adoption  of  the  third  resolution  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called,  and  the  result  is  as  follows : 

Yeas — Revs.  T.  O.  Stem,  H.  M.  Kiefier,  C.  J.  Becker,  James  B. 
May,  O  P.  Steckel,  D.  E.  Klopp,  J.  H  Pannebecker,  W.  J.  John- 
son, E.  N.  Kremer,  D.  C.  Tobias,  J.  C.  Leinbach,  T.  Derr,  Q.  W. 
Grerhard,   L.  D.  Steckel,  D.  O.  Shoemaker,   L.  K.  Emna,  C.   8. 
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Wieand,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  J.  J.  Fisher,  O.  H.  Strunck,  H.  Mosser 
uid  F.  K.  Levan. 

Elden  John  W.  Bickel,  Wm.  K.  Gresh,  H.  M.  Housekeeper,  A« 
M.  Schmidt,  Josiah  Keen,  D.  S.  Keller,  George  F.  Stong,  Reuben 
Ri^ner,  Fred.  Grouse  atad  Nathaniel  Metz. 

Nay% — Revs.  Samuel  R.  Bridenbaugh,  D.  E.  Schoedler,  J.  A. 
Peters,  H.  Fornwald,  Non  liquet^  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry. 

The  special  committee  called  for  in  the  second  resolution  consists 
of  Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  T.  O.  Stem  and  Elder  John  W. 
Bickel. 

The  Editorial  Commission  called  for  in  the  fourth  resolution  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  who  reported  a  double 
set  of  nominees.  An  election  was  held  which  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  Revs.  Dr  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  J.  A.  Peters,  H  M.  Kieffer, 
Hon.  Jeremiah  S.  ^ess  and  J.  J.  Nissley. 

Mr  George  W.  Hensel,  of  Quarry ville.  Pa.,  was  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Publication.  The  members  of  this  Synod 
on  the  Board  of  Publication  are  Messrs  George  W.  Hensel,  E.  J. 
I>urban  and  James  T.  Reber. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  of  Columbia,  Pa.,  was  elected  Synodic- 
al  editor  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

« 

Rettgnodion  of  Dr,  P.  8»  Davis  as  Editor-in-Chief  of  (he 

**  Messenger" 

Whereas,  this  Synod  has,  at  this  session,  assisted  in  transferring 
to  other  hands  the  editorial  management  of  the  Messenger,  we  deem 
this  A  fitting  time  to  record  our  high  appreciation  of  the  long  and 
fiuthful  service  of  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D.,  who  for  twelve  years 
served  the  Church  as  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Messenger,  B,nd  out 
sympathy  with  him  in  his  affliction ;  therefore 

Resolved^  that  this  Synod  gratefully  remembers  the  talent,  abil- 
ity and  faithfulness  of  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis,  D.D.,  in  the  editorial 
management  of  the  Messenger, 

Resolved^  that  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  Rev.  P.  S.  Davis, 
D.D.,  in  bis  physical  afflictions,  and  pray  that  he  may  be  sustained 
in  them  by  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  who  as  our  High  Priest 
is  toached  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities. 

The  Stated  Clerk  reported  that  2S00  copies  of  the  Minutes  of 
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Synod  were  publiBhed  in  the  English  Language  at  a  cost  of  $286.65, 
or  at  the  rate  of  lOi  cents  per  copy,  and  600  copies  in  the  German 
language  at  a  cost  of  $159  61,.  or  at  the  rate  of  26}  cents  per 
copy. 

Instructions  were  ^ven  to  the  Stated  Cldrk  to  have  3200  oopies 
of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  published  in  the  English  language. 


ARTICLE   XX. 

CHURCH  GOVERNMENT. 

Ingtruetions  to  the  Stated  Clerk, 

Whereas,  at  every  meeting  of  Synod  there  is  difficulty  in  de- 
termining what  vacancies,  to  be  filled  by  this  Synod,  occur  in  the 
various  Boards  and  other  agencies  of  the  Church,  when,  and  how 
these  vacancies  are  to  be  filled,  who  are  eligible — whether  ministers 
or  elders,  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  or  others,  and  the  term 
of  service,  therefore,  be  it 

Besolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  examine  the 
charters  of  the  various  Boards,  and  the  minutes  of  Synod,  to  dis- 
cover the  law  and  custom  of  the  case,  with  any  other  information, 
which  will  help  the  Synod  in  its  elections,  with  a  view  to  the  annual 
publication  in  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  of  a  schedule  of  Boards,  va- 
cancies, etc.,  and  that  said  Stated  Clerk  report  next  year. 

Subject  of  Inquiry. 
Whether  any  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  has  a  right  to  re- 
ceive a  member  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  his  own  congrega- 
tion, who  having  made  application  for  his  or  her  dismissal,  and 
having  been  re&sed  such  paper  by  his  pastor, — and  in  what  way 
such  members  are  to  be  treated.  This  inquiry,  on  motion,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  H.  Panne- 
becker,  J.  B.  Henry  and  Elder  J.  J.  Nissley,  who  are  to  report  at 
the  next  annual  s^sions  of  Synod. 

Topics  on  Prcustieal  Church  Work, 

The  following  action  was  adopted : 

Jieaolvedf  That  Sjmod  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  arrange 
subjects  for  discussion  at  the  evening  sessions  of  the  next  annual 
Synod  on  Practical  Church  Work,  Missions,  etc,  and  designate  the 
speakers,  who  shall  be  notified  at  least  one  month  prior  to  the 
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meeting  of  Synod.  The  committee,  appointed  bj  the  President, 
consists  of  Revs.  Dr.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  £.  A.  Gemant  and  Elder 
R.  H.  Kramm. 

Certifioaies  of  Church  Memberahip. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Beiolved,  That  Synod  instructs  the  Classes  to  direct  their  respect- 
ive pastors  to  give  to  members  moving  out  of  the  bounds  of  their 
congregations,  letters  of  dismission  to  the  congregations  into  whose 
bounds  they  move. 

Resolved,  That  the  Classes  direct  all  such  members'  to  ask  their 
respective  pastors  for  such  letters  of  dismission. 

Besolved,  That  the  pastors  out  of  whose  congregations  such  mem- 
ben  move  give  immediate  notice  of  the  fact  to  the  pastors  of  the 
congregations  into  whose  bounds  they  move. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Ov  the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions  the  President  appointed  a  spe- 
cial committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J.  C.  Leinbach,  L.  D.  Steckel 
and  Elder  J.  Moyer,  to  hear  excuses  for  leave  of  absence.  The 
committee  reported  the  applications  made  by  members  of  Synod 
for  leave  of  absence,  and  the  requests  were  granted 

Bethany    Orphans'   Borne, 

The  Report  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home  was  presented  to  Synod, 
through  its  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  item  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  J.  H.  A. 
Bomberger,  H.  Mosser  and  Elder  Jos.  Moyer. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  &^nod  of  the  Untied  States : 

Rev.  Faihers  and  Brethren: — Another  year  has  passed  away 
since  it  was  our  privilege  to  address  you  concerning  this  work  of 
the  Lord.  It  was  a  year  filled  with  the  usual  experiences  incident 
to  the  life  in  an  orphans'  home,  with  the  unusual  incident,  however, 
in  our  history  that  this  year  the  Angel  of  Death  visited,  for  the 
fourth  time  in  twenty-five  years,  this  family  and  called  away  one  of 
our  little  girls.  This  was  a  sad  experience  for  us,  but  much  as  we 
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moamed  the  sudden  departure  of  one  who  had  endeared  herielf  to 
many  in  the  Home,  we  were  ready  to  say,  **  Thy  will  be  done." 

Our  family  at  present  numbers  81  children,  including  5  which 
were  admitted  by  the  Board  October  4th.  The  general  health  of 
the  family  was  good  during  the  year.  It  is  a  very  rare  occurrence 
indeed,  that  a  physician  is  called  to  attend  any  of  our  children.  A 
good  building,  pure  water,  mountain  air,  plenty  of  exercise  and  good 
wholesome  food  (blessings  which,  through  the  liberality  of  God's 
stewards,  our  children  enjoy),  are  better  than  drugs  and  powders. 

Our  harvests  were  unusually  good  this  summer.  We  were  blessed 
with  a  large  amount  of  fruit  and  in  various  other  ways  did 
the  kind  Heavenly  Father  show  us  his  favor  with  an  abundant  hand. 

We  have  two  schools,  which  the  children  attend  for  ten  months  in 
the  year ;  however,  only  three-fourths  of  a  day,  the  rest  of  the  time 
being  spent  in  work  and  other  exercises. 

The  children  attend  &mily  worship  in  the  chapel  morning  and 
evening ;  church  and  Sunday-school  on  Sunday.  The  regular  ordi- 
nances of  the  church  are  observed  and  the  ^pembers  instructed,  as 
they  have  the  means,  to  be  liberal  towards  benevolent  objects. 
During  the  last  classical  year  the  congregation  contributed — ^for 
classical  assessment,  $6.00 ;  Missions,  $33.87 ;  Orphans*  Home, 
$25.19 ;  total,  $65.06. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  of  this  year,  the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  Home  was  celebrated.  It  was  a  jubilee  occasion 
and  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  Home.  In  connection  with  this 
event  a  special  appeal  was  made  for  contributions,  to  which  many 
congregations  responded  most  liberally.  Through  this  means  about 
$2700  was  raised.  With  this  money  we  were  enabled  to  pay  off 
our  old  debt,  accumulated  by  making  necessary  improvements  and 
on  account  of  the  increased  number  of  children  in  the  Home. 
Meanwhile,  however,  salaries  became  due  again,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  preparation  for  winter,  so  that  now  we  are  in  the 
same  position  in  which  we  generally  are  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
namely,  with  a  floating  debt  of  between  $1500  and  $2000.  This 
explanation  is  made  in  order  that  the  congregations  may  not4;htQk 
that,  having  received  the  **  free-will  oiferings  "  at  the  anniversary, 
we  do  not  need  the  Christmas  gifts,  but  that  the  Christmas  contri- 
butions should  be  as  large  as  formerly,  and,  indeed,  more  so,  on  ac- 
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coant  of  the  larger  number  of  children  in  the  Home.  Of  our  81 
children  only  4  are  full  boarders,  77  are  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  church  for  tsupport  Our  Board  has  recently  refiiaed  a  number 
of  applications  to  admit  boarders,  holding  that  what  little  room  we 
have  left  should  be  reserved  for  those  who  have  no  one  but  the 
church  to  care  for  them,  and  to  the  church  we  look  to  provide  the 
means  for  their  support. 

While  the  call  to  the  churches  to-day  is  loud  for  the  support  of 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  and  we,  as  disciples  of  the  Master, 
should  consider  it  a  blessed  privilege  that  we  have  such  grand  op- 
portunities for  doing  His  will  in  these  directions,  we  should  hot  for- 
get the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  "  the  poor  always  ye  have  with 
yon,"  and  *'  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  unto  me/' 

Now  may  the  Father  of  the  fatherless  continue  his  watchful 
care  over  this  family.  May  the  servants  of  the  Lord  who  are 
blessed  with  substance  continue  to  do  His  will  by  contributing  to 
the  support  of  His  dependent  children.  Unto  Him  do  we  ascribe 
praise  and  Him  do  we  thank  for  past  mercies  and  present  blessings, 
and  upon  His  care  do  we  depend  for  the  future. 

Yours  in  Christ,         Thos.  M.  Yundt, 

Womeladorf,  Oct.  8,  1888.  Sec.  &  Supt  B.  0,  Borne, 

The  Special  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

The  Committee  on  the  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  beg  to  submit 
that  the  Annual  Report  exhibits  a  measure  of  prosperity  in  the 
work  of  the  Home,  which  is  highly  encouraging.  But  this  implies 
corresponding  responsibility  for  the  church  to  meet  the  increased 
demands  of  growth.  In  this  case  these  demands  need  special  em- 
phasis. The  approach  of  winter  calls  for  fuller  supplies,  and  this 
requires  enlarged  liberality  in  the  usual  contributions.  The  large 
sum  so  commendably  given  at  the  recent  anniversary  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  pressing  debts  has  been,  of  course,  appropriated  to  that 
purpose,  and  wholly  absorbed  by  it.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  in- 
stead of  diminishing  the  winter  and  Christmas  donations  toward 
the  current  needs  of  the  Home,  they  will  be  kindly  remembered 
and  promptly  forwarded  in  enlarged  measure. 

The  publication  of  the  "  E&tory  of  the  Home  "  is  timely,  and 
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the  facts  reported  and  preserved  in  it  are  valuable.    It  is  warmly 
commended  to  wide  circulation.    Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  A.  BoMBEROEB,  Chairman. 

• 

The  Conference  on  Union  of  the  two  Reformed  Churehea. 

Several  books  on  this  subject  were  presented  to  Synod  through 
the  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  books  were  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  D.  E.  Klopp, 
and  Elder  Fred.  Grouse,  who  subsequently  submitted  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted  : 

Youf  Committee,  to  which  were  referred  the  copies  of  the  Con- 
ference on  Union  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  held  in  Philadelphia  April 
3  and  4,  1888,  respectfully  report  that, 

In  this  volume,  the  representative  minds  of  both  denominations 
have  defined  the  several  points  of  agreement  and  difference,  as  they 
exist  between  these  two  sister  churches,  both  as  regards  matters  of 
doctrine  and  worship. 

We  would,  therefore,  heartily  commend  this  book  to  the  pastors 
and  people  of  our  church,  believing  that  a  careful  perusal  of  its 
pages  will  materially  assist  in  furthering  the  proposed  union  of  the 
two  churches.  Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  R.  Bartholomew,  Chairman, 

Intemperance, 

By  special  resolution  Synod  reiterates  its  action  adopted  a  year 
ago  at  the  sessions  of  the  Synod  of  Sunbury,  on  the  evils  of  Intem- 
perance.   The  action  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  profound  regret  and  sorrow  the 
great  evil  of  Intemperance,  and  especially  its  sad  and  deadly  firuite, 
— crime,  poverty  and  temporal  and  eternal  death ;  and  that  we 
here  and  now,  before  God  and  the  nation,  record  our  protest  against 
it, — and  earnestly  call  upon  our  Classes  and  Churches  to  unite  with 
us  in  zealous  and  persistent  Christian  efforts  looking  towards  its 
speedy  extermination. 

CONTEMPLATED   ACTION   IN   REGARD    TO  THE   NEW  HYMN-BOOK. 

Several  items  in  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Classes  were  submit- 
ted to  a  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  John  S.  Srahr, 
Tilghman  Derr  and  Elder  Daniel  Miller.     The  committee  presented 


85 

its  report,  and  action  thereon  was  postponed  until  the  next  annual 
sessions  of  Synod. 

The  report  reads  as  follows,  to  wit: 
To  the  Synod  of  the  United  States : 

Your  committee  to  whom  were  referred  items  4,  8  and  9  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  consisting  of 
requests  from  the  Classes  of  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna 
and  Wyoming,  to  the  effect  that  this  Synod  overture  the  General 
Synod  not  to  publish  at  this  time  a  new  Hymn-Book,  would  re- 
spectfully report : 

Deeply  conscious  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  we  have 
given  it  careful  consideration  only  to  find,  however,  that  so  many 
elements  enter  into  the  general  question  involved  that  we  feel  a 
good  deal  of  uncertainty  as  to  the  course  we  ought  to  recommend. 

It  has  been  felt  for  a  long  time  that  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States  ought  to  have  a  new  Hymn-Book — one  book  for 
the  whole  Church,  and  repeated  efforts  have  been  made  to  reach 
such  a  result.  Nothing  was  accomplished  toward  this  end  by  the 
committee  appointed  during  the  peace  movement  nor  by  that 
raised  by  the  Synod  of  Baltimore.  The  committee  appointed  by 
the  Synod  of  Akron,  however,  is  now  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  such  a  book,  and  unquestionably  many  of  our  Churches  are 
waiting  with  eager  expectation  for  the  result  of  its  labors. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  diversity  of  opinion,  both  with  respect  to  the  kind  of  book 
desired  by  the  Church,  whether  a  hymnal  or  a  hymn-book,  and 
with  respect  to  the  arrangement  of  the  hymns,  whether  topical  or 
according  to  the  Sundays  of  the  Church  year.  It  is  also  to  be  ob- 
served that  the  long  delay  in  the  preparation  of  a  hymn-book  has 
induced  many  congregations  to  introduce  either  the  Hymn-Book 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  Hymnal  prepared  by  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Good,  so  that  the  intro- 
daction  of  a  new  book  would  entail  a  good  deal  of  expense  in 
these  congregations,  and,  perhaps,  occasion  great  inconvenience. 

We  believe  that  the  subject  brought  before  your  body  by  the  re- 
quests of  the  three  Classes  referred  to  above  should  be  carefully 
considered,  and  your  judgment  concerning  it  clea'rly  expressed, 
and,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  state  of  things  to  which  we  have 
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called  attention,  and  in  view  also  of  the  fact  that  union  with  the 
Keformed  Church  in  America  is  under  discussion,  and  one  of  the 
possibilities  of  the  near  future,  we  recommend  for  your  considera- 
tion and  adoption  the  following : 

BeBolved,  That  the  requests  of  the  Classes  of  East  Susquehanna, 
West  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  be  granted,  and  that  this  Synod 
overture  the  general  Synod,  not  at  this  time,  to  publish  a  new  hymn- 
book.  BespectfuUy  submitted, 

John  S.  Stahr,  Chairman. 

BEPORT  ON  SEVERAL  ITEMS  CONCERNING  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
RELIEF  OF  MINISTERS   AND  THEIR  WIDOWS. 

Several  items  concerning  thb  subject,  from  the  Keport  on  Min- 
utes of  Classes,  were  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
Revs.  L.  D.  Steckel;  D.  0.  Shoemaker  and  Elder  Fred.  Crouse, 
who  subsequently  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adop- 
ted: 

Your  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  items  2  and  7  of 
the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing, viz  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Society  for  the  -Relief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows  be  requested 
to  prepare  a  tract  setting  forth  the  beneficent  character  and  work  of 
the  Society,  the  number  of  those  who  have  been  aided,  and  are  now 
receiving  aid,  together  with  the  average  sum  given  to  each ;  alao 
that  the  amount  given  in  aid  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  charity,  but 
as  a  debt  due  to  every  one  receiving  it.  Moreover,  all  such  other 
facts  and  information  as  may  tend  to  commend  the  society  to  the 
favor  and  benevolence  of  the  Church. 

2.  Besolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  publishing  and 
distribution  of  such  tract  be  borne  by  this  Synod. 

3.  Besolved,  That  we  earnestly  urge  upon  all  the  Classes  of  this 
Synod  that  all  superannuated  and  disabled  ministers  and  their 
widows  in  their  respective  bounds  be  properly  cared  for. 

4.  Besolved^  That  inasmuch  as  Synod  has  no  authority  to  direct 
the  Management  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Society  for  the  Be- 
lief of  Ministers  and  their  widows,  we  refer  each  Classis,  which  may 
desire  any  particular  disposition  of  its*contribution8|  to  the  Society  it- 
self. 
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5.  Besolved,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions to  the  secretary  of  the  Society.      Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  D.  Steckel,  Chairman, 

KEPORT  OK  NOMINATIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  report  that  the  following  docu- 
ments have  been  referred  to  it : 

1.  A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  Synod, 
signed  by  Rev.  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  President,  stating  that  th^  term 
of  office  of  Jno.  Meily  expires  on  January  1st,  1889,  and  that  the 
Board  has  nominated  Hon  George  D.  Stitzel,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  and 
Jacob  K.  Funk,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  the  election  of  one  of  whom  it 
suggests  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

2.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  calling  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  Elder  Geo.  W.  Hensel  was  last  year  elected 
to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Board,  which  did  not  exist  at  that  time, 
which,  however,  occurs  now,  and  has  to  be  filled  by  this  Synod. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  stating  that 
the  terms  of  office  of  Revs.  Dr.  Saml.  G.  Wagner,  Dr.  C.  Z. 
Weiser  and  Elder  J.  Y.  Dietz,  as  Trustees  of  said  college  is  about 
to  expire,  and  that  the  Board,  at  its  last  meeting,  renominated  them 
and  submitted  their  names  for  election  by  this  Synod. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  stating  that  the  said  Synod,  at  its  late  meeting, 
elected  W.  J.  Baer,  P.  S.  Hay  and  John  Truxal,  as  Trustees  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  Revs.  A.  E.  Truxal 
and  S.  Z.  Beam  as  visitors  of  said  Seminary.  By  the  aid  of  these 
referred  papers,  the  committee  was  enabled  to  present  its  nomina- 
tions on  Monday  afternoon.  A' sufficient  number  of  tickets  were 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  election  made  the  order  of  the  day 
on  Tuesday,  at  2  p.m.  The  hour  of  election  having  arrived,  Revs. 
M.  H.  Mill  and  O.  P.  Steckel  were  appointed  tellers.  The  tickets 
were  distributed,  the  roll  called  and  the  ballot  taken  by  the  tellers, 
who  reported  the  results  of  the  election  to  the  President  of  Synod. 

The  members  elected  on  the  respective  Boards  will  be  found 
noted  in  each  case  in  their  appropriate  place.  The  vacancies  occur- 
ring in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 
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have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Eevs.  Dr.  Saml.  G.  Wagner,  H. 
Mosser  and  Hon.  John  W.  Bickel. 

Revs.  Geo.  W.  Gerhard,  Warren  J.  Johnson  and  Elder  A.  M. 
Schmidt  reported  the  proceedings  of  Synod  to  the  secular  papers, 
for  which  service  Synod  returned  its  sincere  thanks. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

RESUMPTION  AND  CLOSE. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  Synod  hereby  tender  its  sincere  thanks  to  the 
pastors  and  members  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Norristown, 
Pa.,  and  also  to  the  members  of  other  denominations,  for  the  gen- 
erous entertainment  given  its  members  during  its  sessions,  and  that 
this  action  be  printed  in  the  city  dailies  and  read  from  the  pulpits 
of  the  Reformed  Churches. 

Resolvedf  Also,  that  Synod  tender  its  thanks  to  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Railroad,  to  the  Stony  Creek  Railroad  and  to  the  va- 
rious divisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  for  per- 
mitting members  of  Synod,  and  others,  to  travel  at  excursion  rates 
on  their  respective  lines  of  travel,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  this 
body. 

The  S3rnodical  roll  was  called  finally,  and  no  one  was  found  ab- 
sent without  permission.  The  Minutes  were  then  read  finally,  and 
approved. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod  be  held  in 
the  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  at  AUentown,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday, 
October  16th,  ad.  1889,  at  7.30  p.m. 

Synod  finally  adjourned  by  joining  in  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
prayer  and  the  doxology.  The  Apostolic  Benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  President. 

John  P.  Stein,  SUUed  Clerk  A.  B.  Koplin,  President. 

Official  copy  from  the  original  Minutes. 
Attest :  Jno.  P.  Stein,  8t<Ued  Clerk. 
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OfM  Hundred  and  Forty- Third  AnnutU  SeB^ions* 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 

Of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States^ 
convened  in  Zion's  Bef armed  Church  of  Allentown,  Pa.^  in  the 
month  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine.  The  session  commenced  on  the  eveiiing  of  the 
mzieenth  and  continued  until  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  inclusive. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING  OP  SYNOD. 

Synod  convened  according  to  adjournment  in  Zion's  Reformed 
Church  of  AUentown,  Pa,  October  16th,  a.d.  ISsO,  at  7.30  P.M. 
The  opening  Bermon  was  preached  by  the  President  of  Synod,  Rev. 
A.  B.  Koplin,  D.D.,  from  the  text  recorded  in  Acts  15 :  28—"  For 
it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  us^  to  lay  upon  you  no 
g^reater  burden  than  these  necessary  things." 


.       ARTICLE  IL 

HKMBKIW  PRESENT. 

J. — Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania. 

Ministers:  Revs.  T.  O.  Stem,  H.  M.  Kieffer,  DJ).,"  W.  P.  More, 
C.  W.  Levan,'  F.  W.  Smith.' 

Elders:  Jacob  Rader,'  John  Teel  and  Edw.  Bachman.' 

J/.^-  Classis  of  Lebanon, 

Ministere :  Revs.  Henry  J.  Welker,'  Thos.  M.  Yundt,  Thos.  C. 

Xieinbachy  Adam  J.  Bachman.* 

Elders :  Geo.  Fahrenbach,  Percival  P.  Edris,  D.  P.  Althouse,* 

Jacob  R.  Funk.' 

IIL — Classis  of  Philadelphia. 

Mtnisten:  Revs.  G.  H.  Johnston,  D.D.,  Jerome  B.  Henry,'  Henry 
T.  Spangler,  Saml  R.  Bridenbaugh. 

Elders:  Isaiah  C.  Gerhart,*  Jno.  W.  Bickel,  Esq.,  Jacob  G.  Brown 
and  Cyrus  Swinebart 
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IV, — CloBsis  of  Lancaster. 

MinisterB :  Revs.  Geo.  W.  Snyder,  Jas.  W.  Meminger,  Milton  H. 

Sangree,  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Jno.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D. 

Elders :  Geo.  W:  Hensel,  J.  E.  Eershner,  Philip  Bausman,  Wm. 

H.  Seibert. 

V. —  Clasns  of  East  Susquehanna, 

Ministers:  Revs.   Geo.  B.  Bechant/  Thos.  J«  Hacker,  C.  S. 
Mutschler. 
Elder:  8.8.  Smith. 

VL — Classis  of  West  Susquehanna, 

Ministers :  Revs.  Wm.  A.  Haas,  W.  W.  Clousier,  J.  Dotterer. 
Elders:  C.  M.  Bower,  Esq.,  Pro£  Wm.  Moyer,  Cyrus  Heller. 

VIL — Classis  of  Ooshenhoppen, 

Ministers:  Revs.  Eli  Keller,  DD.,  Joseph  E.  Freeman. 
Elders :  Jacob  M.  Christman,  H.  E.  E.  Roeder. 

VIIL— Classis  of  Tohiekm. 

Ministers:  Revs.  B.  B.  Ferer,  N.  Z.  Snyder,  A.  B.  Eoplini  D.D. 
Elders:  Allen  Clymer,'  Saml.  F.  Scheetz.* 

IX, — Classis  of  Lehigh. 

Ministers :  Revs.  J.  Alvin  Reber,  R  A.  Gemant,  W.  R  Hofford, 
D  D.,  A.  J.  G.  Dubbs. 
Elders:  R.  H.  Krammi  Jacob  Lawfer,  T.  F.  Butz. 

X, — Classis  of  SehuylhUL 
Ministers :  Revs.  Chas.  F.  McCauley,  O.  H.  Strunck.'  R.  W.  Mil- 
ler, Henry  Mosser. 
Elders :  Danl.  MUler,*  Daniel  Shepp,'  H-  Y.  Stoner.' 

XL — Classis  of  Wyoming, 
Ministers :  Revs.  A.  Houtz,  F.  C.  Yost,'  F.  K.  Levan. 
Elders :  Daniel  dinger,**'  Unas  P.  Getz,*  Daniel  Lerch.' 

Advisory  Members, 
East  Pennsylvania   CfaMW.— Revs.   G.  A.  Schwedes,  Jas.   W. 
Mabry,  W.  D.  C.  Rothrock,  Chas.  Becker.  T.  C  Porter,  D.D., 


The  nnmber  Attached  to  the  namee  of  the  deleg»(ei  on  the  roll  Indleaiea  ili«  dmj" 
wheo  they  appeared  and  took  their  aeata.  The  letters  indicate  the  daj  on  wliioh  Ihcy 
obtained  leave  of  abeenoe. 


Sobt.  Liflberger,  Ghas.  B.  Weaver,  M.  A.  Smith,  Geo.  B.  Smith, 
J.  E.  Smith,  T.  O.  Liodaman,  8.  P.  Mauger. 

Lebanon  Clams. — Prof.  W.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.D.,  Revs.  8.  A. 
Leinbach,  D.  £.  Klopp,  D.D. 

Philadelphia  Clasgis* — Revs.  Jas.  Crawford,  D.D.,Chafl.  6.  Fisher, 
E.  D.  Wettach,  Jas.  I.  Good,  D.D. 

Lanoader  Clama. — Revs.  E.  E.  Higbee,  D.D.,  E.  V.  Gerhart, 
D.D.,  J.  H.  Dobbs,  D.D.,  T.  G.  Apple,  D.D.,  J.  8.  Stahr,  Ph.  D., 
A.  C  Whilmer,  8.  Schweitzer. 

East  Susquehanna  Classis, — Revs.  J.  Cal.  Leinbach,  Dr.  R.  Duen. 
ger,  Geo-  J.  Lisberger. 

WeBt  Susquehanna  Classis. — Revs  Wm.  M.  Landis,  Jno.  F.  De 
Long. 

Groshenhoppen  Classis.-^ 'Re\B.  8.  M.  K.  Huber,  C.  8.  Wieand, 
Isaac  S.  Stahr,  Jos.  D.  Peters,  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser,  A.  L.  Dechant  and 
S.  K.  Gross. 

lohickon  Classis. — Revs.  Robt.  C.  Weaver,  James  G.  Dengler, 
M.  H.  Mill.  F.  J.  Mohr. 

Lehigh  C2tu^.— Revs.  E.  J.  Fogel,  Thos.  N.  Reber,  Wm.  M. 
Reily,  Ph.D..  N.  F.  Peters,  A.  P.  Horn,  J.  A.  Fritzinger,  Tobias 
Kessler,  J.  C«  Kurtz,  M.  H.  Dieffenderfer. 

Schuylkill  C/oArM.— Revs.  Geo.  B.  Walbert,  C  8.  Gerhard,  H. 
E.  Binklej,  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  8.  E.  Stofflet,  Henry  A.  Keyser. 

Wyoming  Classis. — Revs.  A.  M.  Masonheimer,  E.  D.  Miller. 

Zion*s  ClassiSf  Synod  of  Potomac, — Rev.  Ambrose  D.  Gring. 

Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, — Rev.  George  M.  Zacharias. 

Carlisle  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. — Rev.  8.  B.  Schafer. 

Union  Church  of  Japan. — ^Rev.  M.  Oshikawa. 

Of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York — Rev.  Philip  Schaff, 

D.D. 

Other  Churches. 

Presbytery  of  Lehigh,  Rev,  C.  Earle,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  A.  Little, 
D.D.  Reformed  Church  of  America,  Rev.  Dr.  Talbot  W.  Cham- 
bers, of  New  York.  Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  C.  J.  Cooper,  B.  E. 
•Kramlich,  Rev.  J.  S.  Renninger,  Rev.  T.  C.  Seip,  D.D.,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Baoman,  of  Mahlenberg  College,  Rev.  8.  A.  Repass,  D.D.,  Rev. 
Charles  Hay,  Alleutown,  Rev.  Charles  F.  Steck,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
Evangelical  Church,  Revs.  W.  K.  Wieand,  AUentown,  S.  C.  Brey- 


fogel,  Reading,   and  Bev.  B.  F.  Bahner.    Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Bev.  W.  Bamford. 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,  delegate  secundua,  took  the  place  of 
Elder  J.  £.  Kerahner,  delegate  primarius  from  Lancaster  Classis,  on 
the  fourth  day  of  the  sessions.  Elder  H.  E.  E.  Boeder,  delegate 
secundus  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis  on  the  fourth  day,  took  the  place 
of  Elder  Jacob  M.  Christman,  his  primarius.  Bev.  J.  Alvin  Beber, 
delegate  secundus  of  Lehigh  Classis,  took  the  place  on  the  third 
day  of  his  primarius,  Bev.  N.  C.  Schaefier,  Ph.D. 


ABTICLE  in. 

ELECTION   OP   OFFICERS. 

Bev.  John  M.  Titzel,  DJ>.,  of  Lxincaster,  Pa.,  was  elected  Presi- 
dent 

Bev.  W.  F.  More,  of  Catasauqua,  Pa ,  was  elected  Corresponding 
Se«etary. 

Bev.  John  P.  Stein,  of  Millersville,  Pa.,  is  Stated  Clerk. 

Elder  John  J.  Nissley,  of  Hummelstown,  Pa.|  was  re-elected 
Treasurer. 


ABTICLE  IV. 

BULES  OF   ORDER. 

The  rules  of  order  adopted  by  the  General  Synod  at  Akron  were 
read  by  the  Stated  Clerk. 

The  bar  of  the  house  was  defined  to  extend  to  the  twelfth  row  of 
pews  from  the  chancel..  The  business  session  of  Synod  opened  at 
9  A.M.,  and  closed  at  5  p.m.,  with  a  recess  from  11.30  a.m.  to  1.30 
P.M.  A  business  session  was  held  on  Monday  evening  commencing 
at  7.30  o'clock. 


ABTICLE  V. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

I.  On  Minutes  of  Synod. — Bevs.  W.  A.  Haas,  W.  W.  Clouaer 
and  Joseph  E.  Freeman,  and  Elders  Allen  Clymer  and  T.  F.  Bats. 

II.  On  Overtures,— ReY8.  Dr.  W.  B.  Hofford,  J.  Dotterer,  C.  H. 
Mutschler  and  Elders  P.  Bausman  and  S.  S.  Smith. 


m.  On  BdigiouB  Services, — Revs.  R  A.  Gernant,  Dr.  A.  J.  G. 
Dubbs  and  W.  R.  Hofford,  and  Elders  Jacob  Lawfer  and  R.  H. 
KniDiD. 

IV.  On  Minutes  of  Classes.— RevB.  O.  H.  Strunck,  Rufus  W.  Mil- 
ler  and  F.  C.  Yost,  and  Elders  Daniel  Lerch  and  Jacob  M.  Christ- 
man. 

V.  On  Examination,  lAeensure  and  Ordination. — Revs.  Dr.  C,  F. 
McCaulej,  Dr.  Eli  Keller  and  W.  F.  More,  and  Elders  Jacob  G. 
Brown  and  William  Moyer. 

VL  On  the  State  of  Religion, — Revs.  Dr.  A.  B.  Koplin,  B.  B. 
Ferer  and  F.  W.  Smith,  and  Elders  Samuel  F.  Sheetz  and  H.  Y. 
Stoner. 

VII.  On  Theological  Seminary, — ^Revs.  Dr.  G.  H.  Johnston,  J. 
W.  Meminger  and  M.  H.  Sangree,  and  Elders  George  W.  H^isel 
and  W.  H.  Seibert. 

VIII.  On  Missions, — ^Revs.  F.  K.  Levan,  H.  T.  Spangler  and  Q. 
W«  Snyder,  and  Elders  Isaiah  C.  Gerhart  and  Jacob  Rader. 

IX.  On  Finance. — Revs.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  Thomas  M.  Yundt 
and  N.  2L  Snyder,  and  Elders  Cyrus  Heller  and  P.  P.  Edris. 

X.  On  Nominations  — Revs.  T.  J.  Hacker,  Dr.  H.  M.  Kieffer 
and  J.  A.  Reber,  and  Elders  G.  W.  Hensel  and  John  J.  Nissley. 

XI.  On  Publication.— ne^YB,  D.  W.  Gerhard,  T.  O.  Stem  and 
George  B.  Dechant,  and  Elders  J.  W.  Bickel  and  C.  M.  Bower. 


ARTICLE  VL 

COMlfUKICATIOKS. 

L  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon, 
Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Gioshenhoppen,  Tohickon,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Wyoming  were 
reoeived  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
daases,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Statis- 
tical Tables,  which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
this  subject. 

2.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary — also  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Board  of  Education — were  received  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Theological  Seminary. 
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3.  The  R«^rt  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  and  the  Report  of  the 
TresBurer  of  Spaod  were  received.  The  former  was  referred  to  the 
C^^tee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  on 

4  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Annual  Re- 
port  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions  and  the  Report  of  the  Trm- 
urer  of  the  Board  of  Missions  were  received  and  r«fen«i  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

6.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  waa  received 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 
J'u^  «>'"'»u°>cation  from  Pittsburgh  Synod,  with  nominations 
tor  Board  of  Visitors  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Semi 
nary,  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

7   Numerous  other  documents  were  received  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

MtNDTEB  OP  8TNOD. 

The  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Norristown  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Standmg  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod.    The  com- 

^^S7^  '**  ""^1^  "^'""^  ""^  "^^^  "P-  ^"^  by  item,  and 
adopted.    The  report  reads  as  follows,  to  wit: 

BEPORT  ON  THE  MINDTIS   OP    SYNOD 

aI^I'  ^?!-^**  f^"^""^^  ""^  appointed  with  instructions  to 
define  the  relation  of  Beneficiary  Students  to  the  Synod  a  Board  Tf 
Education.     Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner.  D.D.,  chairman.  "  "^"^  '^^ 

cJZ  ^'  ^T  f  J^  o  ^'^^^  ^^''^  ""^  '°«'™<=»«i  to  communi- 
cate the  action  of  th«  Synod  to  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  of 

the  Potomac,  m  regard  to  the  new  Professorships  in  the  Theolo<.ical 
Sen,mai7.  proposed  to  be  endowed  by  the  respective  Synods.     " 

Item  3,  Page  52.  A  Committee  of  Counsel  was  appointed  to  ad- 
vise the  Committee  on  Constitution  of  the  WomT's  8ynodi«l 
Missionary  Society  in  the  formation  of  a  constitution 

Item  4,  Page  63.  Synod  set  apart  Friday  evening  of  the  pneem 
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sessioDSy  to  be  devoted  to  the  exercisea  of  the  Women's  Sjnodical 
Missicyiaiy  Society  and  to  the  consideration  of  woman's  work. 

Item  5,  Page  55.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  transmit  a 
copy  of  Synod's  action  on  the  Unification  of  Missions  to  the  sev- 
eral district  Synods  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

Item  6,  Page  66.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  cooperate  with 
the  Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania,  and  members  of  the  Christ  Re- 
formed Churchy  Bethlehem,  in  the  organization  of  a  new  congre- 
gation.    Chairman,  Rev.  L.  K.  Evans. 

Item  7,  Page  67.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  domrouni- 
cate  the  action  of  Synod  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  and  Christ 
Reformed  Church,  in  joegard  to  existing  difficulties. 

Item  8,  Page  78.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  act  conjointly 
with  similar  committees,  appointed  by  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and 
Potomac,  and  confer  with  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher  for  the  correction  of 
aU  difficulties  which  may  exist    Rev.  Saml.  G.  Wagner  chairman. 

Item  9,  Page  79.  Five  Persons  were  elected  by  Synod  as  an  Edi- 
torial Commission,  who,  together  with  three  persons  from  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac  and  three  persons  from  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh, shall  have  power  to  elect  an  editor-in-chief  of  the  jRe- 
formed  Church  Messenger. 

Item  10,  Page  80.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  pub- 
lished 8,200  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  in  the  English  Lan- 
guage. 

Item  11,  Page  80.'  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  examine 
the  charters  of  the  various  Boards,  to  discover  the  law  and  customs 
prevailing  in  the  elections  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  several  Boards. 

Item  12,  Page  80.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  ascertain  in 
what  manner  a  church  member,  in  good  and  regular  standing,  is  to 
be  treated,  who  is  denied  by  his  own  congregation  a  proper  dismia- 
saL 

Item  13,  Page  81.  Synod  appointed  a  committee  to  select  subjects 
on  Practical  Church  Work,  for  discussion  at  the  next  annual  ses- 
BioDA.     Chairman,  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.D. 

Item  14,  Page  85.  Action  on  the  report  of  a  Special  Committee 
on  the  New  Hymn- Book  waa  postponed  until  the  next  annual  ses- 
dons. 

Item  15,  Page  87.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  transmit 
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8  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Synod,  in  regard  to  the  Society  for  the 
Belief  of  Ministers  and  their  Widows,  to  the  Secretary  of  theiifore- 
said  Society. 

Item  16,  PcLges  13  and  18.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  report 
on  the  request  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  to  change  its  Synodical  title. 

Mem  17,  Page  32.  The  committee  on  the  endowment  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  was  continued. 

Item  18,  Page  65.  An  Overture  to  the  Ursinus  Union,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  dissolution  of  its  department  of  Home  Mission  Work. 

Hem  19,  Page  60.  The  Board  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  are  di- 
rected to  borrow  a  certain  amount  for  Wichita  University. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  a.  Haas,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  1st  and  17th  items,  see  Article 
XIII  on  Theological  Seminary.  The  2d,  oth,  7th  and  15th  items 
were  reported  as  attended  to.  On  items  3  and  18,  see  Article  XIV, 
on  Missions.  On  items  6,  11,  12  and  16,  see  Article  XX,  on 
Church  Government.  On  items  8,  9, 10  and  14,  see  Article  XIX, 
on  Publication.    On  item  19,  see  Article  XV,  on  Finance. 


ARTICLE  Vin. 

OVERTURBS. 

The  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  its  report.  It  was  re- 
ceived, considered,  item  by  item,  and  finally  adopted.  The  report 
is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Fathers  and  Brethren: — ^Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs 
leave  to  report  the  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod  : 

Item  1.  A  letter  from  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Reily,  Ph  D.,  inviting  Synod 
to  visit  in  a  body  Allentown  Female  College. 

Item  2.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Bethany 
Orphans'  Home,  Womelsdorf,  Pa. 

Item  3.  Catalogues  of  Frauklin  and  Marshall  Collie ;  of  Uzm- 
HUB  College;   of  Palatinate  College;    and  of  Allentown  Female 

College. 

Item  4.  Proceedings  of  Ist  Convention  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Andrew  and  Philip. 
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Hem  5.  An  overture  from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Brother- 
bood  of  Andrew  and  Philip. 

Item  6.  A  Memorial  from  St  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Bethle- 
hem, Pa. 

Semi.  A  communication  from  the  Potomac  Synod,  reciting  ite 
action  in  reference  to  the  Tri-Syuodic  Compact. 

Item  8.  The  action  of  Potomac  Synod,  with  reference  to  nomina- 
tions for  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theo- 
logical Seminary. 

Item  9.  A  communication  from  the  Potomac  Synod,  announcing 
the  election  of  Bev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

Item  10.  A  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Society  for  Belief  of  Minis- 
ters and  their  Widows,  and  a  statement  of  its  official  relation  to 
the  financial  condition  of  the  Society. 

Item  11.  The  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod  as  to  the  electing  of 
the  editor-in-chief  of  the  Messenger, 

Item  12.  A  paper  from  Pittsburgh  Synod,  with  reference  to  the 
editor-in-chief  of  Messenger, 

Item  13.  A  report  and  overture  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  as  a 
member  of  the  Commission  of  Synod,  for  the  election  of  an  editor- 
in-chief  of  the  Messenger,  Bespectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  R.  Hopforb,  ChairmaTu 

For  action  on  items  1,  2,  3,  4,  8, 10,  see  Article  XXI,  Miscella- 
neous ;  on  item  6,  see  Article  XVI,  on  Appeals  and  References ; 
on  items  7  and  9,  cee  Article  XIV,  on  Missions;  on  items  11, 12 
and  13,  see  Article  XIX,  on  Publication. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

REUGIOU8  BEBVICEB. 

The  sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  and  closed  with  religious  ser* 
vices.  The  Standing  Committee  on  this  subject,  reported  from 
time  to  time  the  Order  of  Service,  and  appointed  the  persons  who 
were  to  conduct  the  same.  The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  finally 
adopted.    It  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  Religious  Services  and  pulpit  supply  would 
lespectfully  report  the  following : 
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Thursday  Evening — Home  Missions.  *  Addresses  by  J.  F.  De  Long 
and  A.  C.  Whitmer.        Liturgical  service,  Rev.  N.  Z.  Snyder. 

Friday  Evening — Service  under  auspices  of  Women's  Synodical 
Missionary  Society.  President  of  the  evening  the  Pastor  LocL 
See  Report  of  Committee  on  Practical  Church  Topics,  for  pro- 
g^mme. 

Saturday — 2  o'clock  p.m.  Service  preparatory  to  Holy  Com- 
'  munion.  Altar  service,  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.D.  Sermon,  by 
Rev  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

7.30  P.M. — Practical  Church- Work  Topics^  Liturgical  service. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Stein.  Topics :  see  report  of  Committee  on  Practical 
Church- Work  Topics 

Sunday — 9.30  A.M.  (German).  Liturgical  Service,  Rev.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew.     Sermon,  Rev.  Henry  Mo^ser. 

10.30  A.M. — Celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion  (English). 
Altar  services.  Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh  and  Rev.  E.  V.  Ger- 
hart, D.D.,  LL.  D.  Sermon,  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Apple,  D.D., 
LL.D.  Assistants  at  Distribution,  Revs.  C.  F.  McCauIey,  D.D, 
and  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston,  D.D. 

2,15  P.M. — Sunday-school  service.  Addresses,  Rev.  Dr.  Mc- 
Cauley,  Rev.  Dr.  Kieffer,  Rev.  O.  H.  Strunk,  Rev.  Philip  Schaff, 
D.D.,  LL  D. 

3.30  P.M. — In  Salem's  Reformed  Church.  Public  meeting  in  the 
interests  of  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip. 

7.30  P  M. — Foreign  Missions.  Liturgical  Service,  Rev.  A.  R. 
Bartholomew.  Addresses  by  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Rev.  A.  R.  Bai^ 
tholomew.  Rev.  Oshikawa. 

St  John' 9  Reformed  Church — A.M ,  Rev.  H.  M.  Keiffer,  D.D. 
P.M.,  Rev.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh,  D  D. 

Salem's  Reformed  Church — a.m  ,  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker.  P  M.,  Rev. 
O.  H  Strunck. 

Christ  Reformed  Church — am.,  Rev.  W.  A.  A.  Haas.  p.m. 
(S.  S.),  Rev.  S.  R.  Brideu^»augh.     p.m.,  Rev.  H.  T.  Spangler. 

St.  John's  Lutheran  Church — ^AM.,  Rev.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.D. 
P.M.,  Rev.  G.  H.  Johnston,  D.D. 

St.  PauFs  Lutheran  Church^XM.,  Rev.  J.  F.  De  Long,  p.m., 
Rev.  J.  W.  Meminger. 

Salem's  Reformed  Church,  Catasauqua — ^p.m..  Rev.  B.  B,  Ferer. 
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Keystone  State  NwrmoU  SeJiOol,  KtOztown,  Pa.— a.m.,  Rev.  C.  W. 
lievan. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church — p.m.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein. 

First  Reformed  Church,  South  Bethkhemr—A.u.,  Rev.  W.  W. 
Clouaer.    P.M.,  Rev.  G.  W.  Snyder. 

Presbyterian  CAwrc^— A.M.,  Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  DD.  p.m., 
D.  W.  Gerhard. 

Presbyterian  Church,  Catasauqua — ^B.  B.  Ferer. 

Baptist  Church—A.u.^  Rev.  F.  K.  Levan.  pm.,  Rev.  A.  C 
Whitmer. 

Jordan  Church — ^p.m.,  Rev.  T.  M.  Yundt. 

Coplay  Reformed  Church — P.M.,  Rev.  J.  P.  Stein. 

E^ypt  R^ormed  Church — a.m.,  Rev.  T.  M.  Yundt 

St  Mark's— Rev.  Dr.  Diinger. 

Maeungie  Reformed  Church — Saturday  Preparatory  Service, 
Bev.  0.  H.  Mutficbler.  Sunday  Communion  Service,  Rev.  T.  C. 
lieinbach. 

Trexlertown  Reformed  Church — P.M.,  T.  C.  Leinbach. 

Jacksonville  Reformed  Church — ^a.m.,  Rev.  A.  J  Bachmau. 

Salem's  Evangelical  Church — p.m.,  Rev.  F.  C.  Yoet 

&one  Reformed  Church,  Montgomery  County — A.M.,  Rev.  D  W. 
Gerhard. 

Ebenezer  Evangelical  Chureh^x.u.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry« 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edwin  A.  Gernant, 
B.  H.  Eramm. 

report  of  committee  on  topics  of  practical  church  work. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  select  subjects  for  discussion  Qn 
Practical  Church  Work,  and  to  designate  the  speakers,  and  to 
make  provision — also  for  the  holding  of  Missionary  meetings  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  present  Synod,  would  beg  leave  to  offer  th^ 
following  programme 

Wednesday  Evening,  at  7  30  o*clock.— Opening  Sermon,  by  Rev. 
Dr.  A*  B.  Koplin. 

Thursday  Evening — Home  Misdonary  Service.  Addresses,  Rev. 
J.  H.  Sechler,  Rev.  J.  F.  De  Long  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer. 
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Friday  Evening  Seryioes  to  be  conducted  by  the  Women's 
Synodical  Missionarj  Society,  as  appointed  by  the  last  Synod. 

Saturday  Eveninff — ^Practical  Church  Work  Topics.  For  this 
discussion  the  following  subjects  and  speakers  have  been  chosen : 

1.  Pastoral  Work — its  End  and  Scope. — Principal,  Rev.  S.  IL 
Bridenbaugh.    Alternate,  Rev.  C.  S.  Gerhard. 

2.  The  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip — its  Aim  and  Ad- 
vantages.— Principal*  Rev.  R.  W.  Miller.  Alternate,  Rev.  J.  H. 
Pannebecker. 

3.  The  Purpose  and  Benefit  of  Church  Attendance. — ^Principal* 
Rev.  Dr.  H.  M.  Kieffer.    Alternate,  Rev.  J.  G.  Dengler. 

Sunday  Evening — Foreign  Missionary  Service.  Addresses  by 
Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Rev.  Oshikawa  and  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew. 
According  to  instructions  of  Synod,  the  above  brethren  were  noti- 
fied at  least  one  month,  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Synod. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

8.  Q.  Waqjter, 
E.  A.  Gerkant, 
R.  H.  Kramm. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES  OF  CLAfiBES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  its  re- 
port during  the  session  on  Friday.  It  was  read,  acted  on  item  bj 
item,  and  finally  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  b^  leave  to  offer  for 
your  consideration  the  following  report : 

L  IrregiUarUies. 

Item  1.  Lebanon  Classis  fails  to  fix  its  seal  to  Statistical  table. 
•  Item  2.  Lancaster  Classis  fietils  to  propound  the  Constitutional 
questions  to  one  of  its  elders,  p.  15. 

Item  3.  Lancaster  Classis  fails  to  give  a  full  schedule  of  items. 

Bern  4.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  adopt  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Overtures  as  a  whole,  p.  21. 

Hem  5.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  fails  to  give  an  orderly  and 
foil  index. 
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Hem  6.  Goshenfaoppen  Claasis  fails  to  read  its  Minutes  at  the 
opening  of  a  morning  session »  p.  2. 

Item  7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  adopt  the  Report  on  Over- 
tures as  a  whole,  p-  12. 

Bern  8.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  give  the  county  and  state 
of  place  of  special  meeting,  p.  23. 

Jian  9.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  fix  the  name  of  the  President 
of  Classis  to  its  Minutes  for  two  special  meetings,  pp.  22  and  24 

Item  10.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  fails  to  state  the  acceptance  of  a 
call  given  to  Licentiate  Fisher,  p.  24. 

Item  11.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  closes  its  session  without  religious 
service,  p.  24. 

Item  12.  Lehigh  Classis  fiiils  to  give  two  weeks'  notice  of  a  spe- 
cial meeting,  p.  f>8. 

Item  13.  Lehigh  Classis  fails  to  attach  the  seal  to  Report  on  the 

State  of  Religion. 

//.  Requests, 

1.  Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  excuse  it  from  appor- 
tionment for  Wichita  University,  p.  45. 

2.  Philadelphia  Classis  returns  an  answer  to  the  request,  and  direc- 
tions to  Synod  concerning  apportionments  for  Missions,  pp.  66,  67. 

3.  Lehigh  Classis  requests  the  continuance  of  the  printing  of 
German  Minutes,  p.  32. 

4.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  asks  to  be  exonerated  from  the 
payment  of  $175  apportionment  by  Synod  for  Church  Building 
Fund,  p.  15. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  asks  indulgence  of  Synod  in  the 
payment  of  arrears  on  pledges  to  Wichita  University,  p.  35. 

///.  Complaints. 
None. 

IV.  SuhjeeU  Reftrred  to  the  Classes. 

All  the  Classes  took  favorable  action  on  all  the  subjects  referred 
by  Synod  with  the  following  exceptions. 

1.  Lebanon  Classis  does  not  concur  in  the  apportionment  for 
Home  Missions,  p.  61,  Min.  of  Synod,  and  p.  21,  Min.  of  Classis. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  assumes  the  apportionment  for  Seminary 
repairs  and  Wichita  University  which  it  had  declined  to  assume, 
pp.  31  and  36. 
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3.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  does  not  adopt  the  instnictions  of 
Byiod  to  apportion  no  amount  for  Home  Missions  on  chai^ges  which 
do  not  pay,  pp.  25  and  26. 

4.  Tohickon  Classis  declines  to  reconsider  its  former  action  with 
reference  to  apportionments  for  Wichita  University,  p.  15. 

5.  Wyoming  Classis  reconsiders  its  action  of  last  year  and  de- 
clines to  place  its  beneficiary  students  under  the  parent  Board. 

6.  Lehigh  Classis  fails  to  acquiesce  with  the  instruction  of  Synod 
to  establish  a  Missionary  Sunday. 

7.  Lehigh  Classis  does  not  adopt  Synod's  instructicMi  to  give  to 
members  moving  out  of  the  bounds  of  their  congregations  letters  of 
dismissal. 

8.  Lehigh  Classis  refuses  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Synod  of  Norristown,  that  the  Classes  are  not  to  apportion 
amounts  for  Home  Missions  on  all  congregations  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  an  unwise  and  unjust  discrimination. 

V.  XAcensuref  Ordination,  ReeepUon  and  DitmiMol. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  licensed  Messrs.  Sefellen  E.  Stofflet  and 
Greorge  J.  Lisberger,  pp.  35  and  36 ;  received  Rev.  8.  P.  Mauger 
from  Philadelphia  Classis,  Synod  of  United  States,  p.  7 ;  Rev.  John 
J.  Stauffer  from  Gettysburg  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  p.  50;  Rev 
Gustave  A.  Schwedes  from  Lehigh  Classis,  Synod  of  the  United 
States,  p.  53 ;  Lie.  Russell  N.  Koplin,  p.  47,  and  Lie.  Charles  B. 
Weaver  from  Tohickon  Classis,  Synod  of  United  States,  p.  51  ; 
Lie.  Samuel  A.  Hitner  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  Synod  of  United 
States,  p.  48 ;  dismissed  Lie.  Sefellen  £.  Stofflet,  p.  36,  and  Rev.  H. 
K.  Binkley,  p.  48,  to  Schuylkill  Classis,  Synod  of  United  States ; 
Lie.  Geo.  J.  Lisberger  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Synod  of 
United  States,  p.  53,  and  Lie.  Geo.  H.  Miller  to  Wyoming  Clasra, 
Synod  of  United  States,  p.  b^ ;  and  revoked  the  license  of  Thomas 
M.  Balliet,  at  his  own  request,  p.  33. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  licensed  Gideon  P.  Fisher  and  Chas. 
E.  Wehler,  p.  8;  received  Wm.  H.  Groh  from  Classis  of 
West  Susquehanna,  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  United 
States;  Rev.  H.  Hilbish  from  Classis  of  Gettysburg,  Synod 
of  Potomac;  Rev.  James  A,  Wickert  from  Classis  of  Meroers- 
burg,   Synod  of  Potomac;  Eev.  David  U.   Wolff  fipom 
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of  Crettjsburg,  Synod  of  Potomac ,  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  D JD., 
dassis  of  Philadelphia,    Synod    of  United    States,    pp.    5,    44, 

47,  6,  48 ;  diflmissed  Rer.  C.  H.  Coon  to  Classis  of  Philadelphia, 
Synod  of  United  States ;  Lie.  Chas.  E.  Wehler  to  Classis  of  Phila> 
delphia.  Synod  of  United  States;  Lie.  6«  P.  Fisher  to  Classis  of 
Groshenhoppen,  Synod  of  Reformed  Church  in  United  States ;  Rev. 
Tobias  Kessler  to  Classis  of  Lehigh,  Synod  of  United  States,  pp. 

48,  9,  9,  26. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Messrs.  Wilson  Delaney,  Wm.  H. 
Shepp,  Samuel  A.  Hitner,  p.  33,  and  Wilson  Stearly,  p.  47 ;  or- 
dained Lie.  Edwin  C.  Hibechman,  p.  18,  and  Lie  Abr.  J),  Wolfin- 
ger,  p.  27 ;  received  Rev.  D.  P.  Lefevre  from  Maryland  Classis, 
Synod  of  Potomac,  p.  3 ;  Rev.  James  R.  Lewis  from  Iowa  Classis, 
Synod  of  the  Interior,  p.  3  ;  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Hendricks  and  Trinity 
Christian  Church,  Freeland,Mont.  Co.,  Pa.  (previously  independent), 
p.  6 ;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Coon,  p.  9,  and  Lie  Charles  E.  Wehler,  p.  64, 
from  Lebanon  Classis ;  Rev.  Joseph  Duckworth,  now  member  of 
Bethel  Reformed  Church,  previously  of  Methodist  Protestant 
Church,  p.  65 ;  dismissed  Lie  Samuel  A.  Hitner  to  East  Penna. 
Classis,  p.  37,  and  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp,  I>.D„  to  Lebanon  Classis, 
p.  73. 

4.  Lancaster  Classis  received  Rev.  J.  F.  Mackley,  Classis  of 
Clarion^  Synod  of  Pittsburgh;  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangree,  Classis  of 
Gettysburg,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  dismissed  Rev.  N.  J.  Miller  to 
Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  ordained  Lie.  Geo.  F.  Mull 
and  Lie  R.  C.  Scbiedt. 

5.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  W.  T.  Auman  and  dis- 
missed the  brother  to  Wyoming  Classis,  Synod  of  United  States,  p. 
24 ;  dismissed  Rev.  D.  H.  Leader  to  St.  Paul's  Classis,  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  pp.  1-3 ;  Rev.  T.  S.  Land  to  St  Paul's  Classis,  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  pp.  1-3 ;  Rev.  W.  H.  Groh  to  L^anon  Classis,  Synod  of 
United  States,  pp.  20-21 ;  Rev.  Z.  A.  Yearick  to  Mercersburg 
Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  Rev.  S.  P.  Brown  to  East  Susquehanna 
Oassis,  Synod  of  United  States,  p.  41 ;  Rev.  T.  R.  Dietz  to  Mer- 
cersburg Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac,  p.  43 ;  received  Rev.  A.  A. 
Black  from  St.  Paul's  Classis,  Pittsburgh  Synod,  p.  39. 

6.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  received  Tic.  G.  P.  Fisher  from  Classis 

of  Lebanon,  Synod  of  United  States,  p.  24 ;  ordained  Lie.  J.  D. 
2 
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Peters,  p.  9 ;  dlsmisBed  Rev.  J.  D,  Peters  to  Classis  of  Gkttysbarg^ 
Synod  of  Potomac,  p.  12. 

7.  Tohickon  Classis  licensed  C.  B.  Weaver  and  R.  N.  Koplin  ; 
dismissed  Lie.  R.  N.  Koplin,  p.  15,  and  C.  B.  Weaver,  p,  29,  to 
East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

8.  Lehigh  Classis  licensed  (p.  35)  Geo.  B.  Walbert,  Morris  H. 
Brensinger,  Oliver  F.  Schaeffer,  Hiram  A.  Frantz  and  Calvin  E.  Bar- 
tholomew ;  dismissed  Lia  G.  B.  Walbert  to  SchuykiU  Classis,  Synod 
of  United  States,  p.  49 ;  O.  F.  Schaefler  to  Gettysburg  Classis, 
Synod  of  Potomac,  p.  49 ;  Lie.  C.  E.  Bartholomew  to  Schuylkill 
Classis^  Synod  of  United  States ;  H.  A.  Frantz  to  Schuylkill  Classis, 
Synod  of  United  States ;  ordained  Lie.  C.  E.  Wagner,  p.  27 ;  Uc 
M.  H.  Brensinger. 

9.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  received  Rev.  S.  P.  Brown  from 
West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Synod  of  United  States ;  Lie.  Geo.  J. 
Lisberger  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Synod  of  Ubited  States, 
p.  3 ;  dismissed  Revs.  W.  G.  Engle  and  J.  C.  Glantz  to  Wyoming 
Classis,  Synod  of  United  States. 

10.  Wyoming  Classis  received  Licentiate  W.  T.  Auman  frooi 
West  Susquehanna  Classis,  p,  9 ;  Revs.  W,  G.  Engle  and  J.  C. 
Glantz  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  p.  65,  and  dismissed  Rev.  J. 
8.  Wagner  to  Somerset  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  p.  2 ;  Rev.  L*. 
G.  Edmonds  to  the  Congregational  Association  of  New  Jersey,  p. 
3 ;  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunsberger  to  the  Genesee  Presbytery,  New  York, 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  p.  66. 

11.  Schuylkill  Classis  received  Licentiates  Hiram  A.  Frantz,  Q, 
B.  Walbert  and  C.  E.  Bartholomew  from  Lehigh  Classis  (Overtures 
items  6,  10,  13)  ;  Licentiate  S.  E.  Stofflet  from  East  Pennsylvania 
Classis  (Overtures  item  15) ;  and  Rev.  H.  K.  Binkley  from  East 
Pennsylvania  Classis  (Minutes  of  Special  Meeting  held  July  22)  ; 
ordained  Licentiates  C.  B.  Schneder,  G.  B.  Walbert,  H.  A.  Frantz» 
C  E.  Bartholomew  and  8.  E.  Stofflet  (in  reference  to  the  first  see 
Min.  of  Classis,  item  8,  and  the  four  last  named  have  been  ordained 
since  the  last  annual  meeting). 

VI.   Time  and  Plaoe  of  Meeting. 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  will  meet  in  Plainfield  Reformed 
Ohurch,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  Thursday,  May  15,  ▲•D,  18^^ 
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at  7.30  P.H.    Eev.  W,  F.  More,  Presideni;    Rev.  T.  O.  Stem, 
Stated  Qerh 

2.  Lebanon  ClaesiB  will  meet  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church  in 
Womekdorf,  Berks  County,  Pa.,  on  Thureday,  May  15,  a  d.  1890,  at 
7.30  P.M.    Rev.  Jaa.  B.  May,  President ;  J.  £.  Heister,  Stated  Clerk. 

3.  Philadelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  the  First  Reformed  Church, 
Spring  City,  Chester  County.  Pa.,  on  Ascension  Day,  May  15,  a.d. 
1890,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry,  Prerident;  Rev.  John  H. 
Sechler,  Stated  Clerk. 

4.  Lancaster  Claesis  will  meet  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church, 
Lancaster,  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  Thursday,  April  24,  a.d.  1890, 
at  7.30  p  M.  Rev.  J.  M.  Membger,  President;  Rev.  D.  W.  Ger- 
hard, Stated  Clerk. 

5.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church, 
Ashland,  Schuylkill  County,  Ph.,  on  June  5,  a.d.  1890,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Rev.  Tilgh.  Derr,  President ;  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Stated  Clerk, 

6.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Reformed 
Church,  Bellefonte,  Centre  County,  Pa.^  on  third  Wednesday,  May 
21,  A.D.  1890,  at  7.30  p.m.  Elder  C.  M.  Bower,  Presideni;  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk. 

7.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  will  meet  In  HuflTs  Reformed  Church, 
Berks  County, Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  May  14,  a.d.  1890,  at  2  o'clock  p.m. 
Rev.  Jos.  £.  Freeman,  President;  Rev.  C.  S.  Wieand  Stated  Clerk. 

8.  Tohickon  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Peter's  Reformed  Church, 
South  Easion,  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  on  Friday  afler  Ascension, 
May  16,  a.d.  1890,  at  7.30  p.m.  Rev.  A.  B.  Koplin,  President; 
Bev.  N.  Z.  Snyder,  Staled  Clerk, 

9.  Lehigh  Classis  will  meet  in  Salem's  Reformed  Church,  East 
Penn  Township,  Carhon  Co.,  Pa  ,  on  Thursday,  May  15,  a.d.  1890, 
at  10  A.M.  Rev.  Dr.  S.  G.  Wagner,  Preddeni;  RdV.  E.  A.  Ger- 
nant,  Slated  Clerk. 

10.  Schuylkill  Classis  will  meet  in  St  John*s  Reformed  Church, 
in  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.,  April  28,  ad.  1890,  at  7  30  p.m.  Rev. 
O.  H.  Strunck,  President;  Rev.  C.  B  Schnader,  Stated  Clerk. 

11.  Wyoming  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church, 
Freeland,  Luzerne  County,  Pa  ,on  Wednesday,  April  30,  A  d  1890,  at 
7.30  p.M   Rev.  F.  C.  Yost,  President ;  Rev.  S.  8.  Kohler,  Sta/ed  Oerk 

I.  The  several  items  reported  as  irregularities  were  adopted. 

IL  For  action  on  items  1,  2  and  3^  under  the  head  of  requests. 
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see  Art  XVI.,  on  Appeals  and  References.  The  Requests  4  and  5 
for  reasons  satisfactory  to  Synod  were  granted.  For  action  on  items 
1  and  4,  under  the  head  of  subjects  referred,  see  Art.  XVL,  on 
Appeals  and  References.  The  items  2,  S,  5,  6, 7  and  8  under  Uub 
head  were  adopted. 
All  the  items,  under  the  general  heads  V.  and  YI.  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XL 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE  AND  ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordina- 
tion, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordina- 
tion, would  respectAiUy  report,  that  no  applicants  appeared  for 
examination  and  that  no  other  matters  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. Respect^lly  submitted, 

Chas.  F.  McCauley,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  XIL 

*   THE  STATE  OP  THE  CHURCH. 

The  following  Report  on  Religion  and  Morals  was  received  and 
adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren: — ^In  reviewing  the  work  of  the 
Church  for  the  past  year,  we  would  first  of  all  record  our  gratitude 
to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  for  the  many  blessings  with 
which  He  has  so  graciously  remembered  us. 

The  health  of  ministers  and  people  has  on  the  whole,  been  very 
good. 

Nearly  all  our  ministers  have  been  able  during  the  whole  year  to 
attend  to  all'  the  duties  of  their  office,  whilst  the  people  were 
permitted,  very  generally,  to  attend  upon  all  the  means  of  graoe. 

Several  Classes,  however,  were  called  upon  to  chionicle  the  death 
of  some  of  their  co-laborers.  Let  us  believe  that  these  departed 
brethren  have  lived  out  their  allotted  time,  and  that^  having  fin- 
ished their  work  in  the  Church  militant,  the  Lord  of  the  dead  and 
the  living  has  called  them  to  their  reward  in  the  Church  above. 
And  let  us  not  mourn  their  departure  as  "  those  which  have  no 
hope."  Rather  let  us  realize  that  our  loss  is  their  gain ;  and  that 
even  in  our  loss  there  is  also  a  gain ;  fbr  in  the  departure  of  those, 
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whose  hearts  so  lately  throbbed  in  union  with  ours,  we  are  made  all 
the  more  keenly  to  realize  that 

'*  The  Bftints  in  ]i€aT«n  ftnd  saints  on  euih 
Bui  one  oommnnion  make,** 

whilst  we  are  warned  at  the  same  time  to  labor  with  ever-growing 
zeal  while  the  day  lasts. 

From  the  reports  placed  in  our  hands  we  learn  that  there  is 
within  the  bounds  of  our  Synod  an  encouraging  growth  both  of  an 
extensive  and  an  intensive  character. 

New  coDgregations  were  organized ;  missions  have  become  self- 
supporting  ;  new  houses  of  worship  have  been  built  and  old  churches 
remodeled  and  improved  and  debts  paid  off,  whilst  there 
is  also  a  gradual  increase,  though  slow  it  may  be,  in  the  membership 
of  the  Church.  So  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  a  noticeable  growth 
in  Churchliness,  a  more  general  attendance  upon  the  services  of  the 
sanctuary :  a  faithful  catechization  and  induction  of  the  youth  into 
the  Church ;  an  increase  in  the  benevolent  contributions  of  our 
people  and  a  growing  missionary  spirit ;  whilst  the  Sunday-school  is 
becoming  more  and  more  efficient  for  the  Christian  training  of  our 
children. 

The  yawning  gap  between  the  roll  of  our  membership,  and  the 
list  of  communicants  is  gradually  filling  up,  whilst  this  holy  sacra- 
ment is  coming  to  be  ever  more  fully  appreciated  as  the  innermost 
sanctuary  of  our  whole  Christian  worship. 

80  it  is  also  a  matter  of  great  encouragement  to  notice  that 
while  one  after  another  of  the  watchmen  of  Zion  are  called  to  their 
reward,  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  those  in  course 
of  preparation  for  the  holy  office,  so  that  there  never  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  our  Church,  when  so  many  young  men  dedicated 
themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  as  at  the  present  time ;  but 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  their  numbers  are  not  much  greater  still. 
For  the  supply  is  to-day  as  far  from  equal  to  the  demand  as  it 
perhaps  ever  was  at  any  time  in  our  history.  "  The  harvest  truly 
18  great,  but  the  laborers  are  few :  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  that  He  may  send  laborers  into  His  harvest," 

Much  as  has  been  done  in  every  department  of  Church-work,  yet 
there  remains  much  more  to  be  accomplished,  if  we  are  to  prove  in 
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a  small  degree,  equal  to  the  solemn  trust  which  the  Great  Head  of 
the  Church  has  committed  to  our  hands. 

Our  institutions  of  learning  have  accomplished  great  things  for 
us ;  but  if  they  are  ever  to  reach  the  end  for  which  they  were  estab- 
lished, they  must  be  endowed  and  equipped  so  that  they  may  stand 
abreast  with  other  institutions  of  their  kind  in  the  land. 

And  if  we  are  to  have  our  share  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world,  we  must  lay  hold  more  and  more  on  the  life  of  the  nation  to 
which  we  belong ;  yea,  we  must  cross  the  seas  and  carry  the  gospel 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  It  will  not  do  to  plead  inability 
and  poverty  as  an  excuse  for  not  doing  our  full  share  in  this  great 
and  glorious  work.  Christ  our  Head  "  had  not  where  to  lay  His 
head,''  and  the  disciples  were  poor  fishermen.  Yet  the  commission 
is :  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea- 
ture.'* 

We  have  plead  and  preached  poverty  too  long  by  far,  and  it  is 
high  time  that  we  preach  from  the  house-tops  a  truer  and  a  more 
cheering  gospeL  It  is  true  that  the  masses  of  our  membership  are 
not  found  in  the  money  centres  of  the  land,  where  large  fortunes 
are  sometimes  speedily  amassed ;  but  it  is  also  true,  that  they  pos- 
sess many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  broad  acres  of  our  land,  on 
the  fruits  of  which  every  enterprise  of  our  people  must  depend  for 
their  success.  Whilst  we  may  have  but  few  who  have  amassed 
large  fortunes,  we  have  many  thousands  who  together  are  abun- 
dantly able  to  double  our  treasuries  in  a  single  day.  It  is  our  ex- 
alted privilege,  and  no  less  our  bounden  duty,  to  utilize  this  great 
power,  which  has  lain  dormant  so  much  too  long;  and  it  will  be 
conducive  to  our  soul's  health,  as  individuals,  no  less  than  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Church  as  a  body,  to  fulfill  the  mission  for  which 
the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  given  us  a  place  among  the 
churches  of  the  land. 

The  barrier  of  language  must  also  be  noted  as  a  formidable  hin- 
drance to  our  efficiency  to  perform  our  solemn  duty  towards  the 
many  thousands  of  our  brethren  of  so  many  different  nationalities^ 
who  flock  to  our  shores,  and  so  loudly  call  upon  us  to  minister  to 
their  spiritual  wants.  And  who  that  has  had  any  considerable  ex* 
perience  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  among  us,  has  not  learned  that 
much;  very  much  of  our  want  of  better  success  in  the  indoctrina* 
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tion  of  the  young,  and  enlisting  them  in  the  active  duties  of  the 
Christian  life  and  the  work  of  the  Church,  lies  in  the  fact  that  so 
manj  speak  a  language  which  is  not  written,  and  read  a  language 
in  the  schools  which  they  do  not  speak. 

Yet,  when  we  remember  what  God  has  accomplished  by  us  hith- 
erto, in  the  £ace  of  all  the  obstacles  which  have  confronted  us  at 
every  step,  and  when  we  keep  in  full  view  how,  at  the  first  plant- 
ing of  the  Church,  the  Holy  Ghost  empowered  the  apostles  to 
''speak  with  other  tongues,"  and  opened  the  hearts  of  those  who 
would  believe,  so  that  the  "  dwellers  at  Jerusalem,  from  every  na- 
tion under  heaven,  heard  in  their  own  tongues  the  wonderful  works 
of  God,"  and  that  on  that  day  three  thousand  souls  were  added 
onto  the  Church,  we  may  be  well  assured,  that,  by  the  same  Spirit 
we  may,  by  faith  in  our  blessed  God  and  Saviour,  be  enabled  to 
overcome  every  hindrance  which  may  beset  our  way  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  work,  which  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has 
committed  to  our  hands. 

With  feelings  of  devout  gratitude  to  our  covenant-keeping  God 
for  the  many  &vor3  and  blessings  with  which  He  has  hitherto  so 
abundantly  remembered  us,  let  us,  with  a  firm  trust  in  the  prom- 
ises of  our  blessed  Master,  take  fresh  courage,  and,  by  the  help  of 
God,  redouble  our  diligence  in  His  blessed  service,  until  He  shall 
say :  "  It  is  enough." 

And,  now,  unto  Him  who  has  redeemed  us  and  washed  us  in 
His  own  blood,  and  has  made  us  to  be  office-bearers  in  the  house 
of  God — to  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church,  forever  and  ever.    Amen. 
Respectfully  submitted,  A.  B.  Koplhy,  Chcdrman, 

(For  Statistical  Tables,  see  Appendix.) 


ARTICLE  Xm. 

THEOLOOICAL  SEMINARY. 

/.  Sqxnis  of  the  Boards  of  Trudeea  and   VisUort, 

(a)  Bepori  of  Board  of  Trustees, 

Te  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Stales, 

Dear  BaETHREN:  I  enclose  the  Annual  Report  of  J.  B.  Roth, 
Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  beg  leave  further  to  say : 
That  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Seminary  held  two  meetings 
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dnrin^  the  year-^one  on  the  9th  of  ^Iat.  at  JjancatsUT^  Pju,  ud 
the  other  on  the  26th  of  September.  «t  HaLrnsi^r^,  Pa.  At  the 
former  meeting  the  following  memb«n  w>c»  tc-esent:  G«>.  W. 
Hensel,  George  Heilman,  I.  H.  Keifer,  A.  G.  Rerjuin^er,  Jolm  B. 
Roth,  Cha4.  Santee  and  John  D.  Skilek  An  eienion  for  officers 
wan  held,  when  D.  W.  Grow  was  re-ekv-^c^  President,  George  T\\ 
IJpnuel  Vice-President,  John  B.  Rodi  TrestsnTet  &nd  George  Z. 
Kunkel  Secretary. 

Exi^cutive  Committee  continued,  rii. :  D.  TT.  Groass  G.  W 
HeniM>I,  O.  Z*  Kunkel,  J.  B.  Roth  and  J.  D.  Skiies. 

At  the  meeting  on  the  26th  of  Sepuai/i»ar  the  foLowinn^  men>- 
h*»n»  were  present:  D.  W.  Gross,  Gtvx  W.  Henacu.  J.  B.  Roii. 
I^mtc  H,  Keifer,  George  Heilman,  Israel  Lauck^  C.  A.  Shulu 
tuttl  Itot).  Z.  Kunkel. 

Tlw  Tntwurep  presented  his  Annniu  Hrpon.  A  oommittee  wa* 
ap(^'^^^(^'^^  ^<^  audit  the  same:  Geo.  W.  Bensal.  I.  B.  Keiier  asa 
C   A.  S.'halti. 

Th»»  ivmmittee  reported  the  aocsount  cnrrect,  with  a  balance  in 
Uu*  Ui\iul-i  of  the  Treasurer,  Septein>»er  26. 18H9,  of  Sii>J(u34. 

riw^  Auiliting  Committee  also  examined  thr  investment?  of  iif 
(4«MMtn»^rv.  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  found  them  all  sau«- 

0«  uv^tu^n  the  following  resoluticai  was  adopted  bv  the  Board; 

**  X\\M  iho  i^eniiuary  Board  request  the  Svnod  to  provide  hv  ar- 
|H*kt\oou\iHU  on  the  Classes,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fitrr  d**!- 
\  4»^  l\*  jxiv  i«alary  of  Teacher  of  Elocution  for  the  coiuinp  vklt. 
^s«s^  \\\s\  the  amount  so  appc^naoned  be  paid  to  tht  Treasurer.: 
<M^  ^t.  i^^^d  through  him  to  the  Treasurer  oi  the  ThH^iup-^A^ 
^  i^M^^-^vx ."  Bespectfuilj  sulimitiwl, 

G»0    Z.  KlTNCKL, 
Secv  of  I*d,  of  Triiftt^e,'*  of  TlkfA^l.  Semina-v 

^\^\n«bMriy>  Oct.  14, 1&&9. 
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JoHK  B.  Both,  l^etuurer,  in  aceouni  tnih  the  Theoiogicai  Seminary  of  the 

Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

Sept.  18.  To  balance  dae  per  report  rendered $493  96 

'*     18.  To  amount  from  Pittsburgh  Synod :  "  Elocution  " 76  00 

"      19.  To  interest  from  T.  Royer  in  full 1  67 

"      22.  "  •'        J.  Heyaer  on  account 76  00 

"      25.  "  "        F.  Schaum,  to  Oct.  1, 1888 26  47 

Oct.      1.  "  "        Coen  Mortgage,  to  July  9, 1888 21  00 

1.  "  "  Routh  Mortgage,  to  June  19, 1888...  42  00 
"  1.  "  •*  Simmons  Mortgage,  to  Oct.  6, 1888..  105  00 
"       8.  "  "  Bassler  Mortgage,  to  Oct.  1, 1888....  30  00 

"       8.  "  '•        Fritz  Mortgage,  to  Oct.  1, 1888 85  58 

"       3.  "  "       S.  M.  Keen,  to  Oct  1, 1888 75  00 

**       5.  "  "        L.  P.  &  C.  Titus,  to  Oct  1, 1888 9  00 

"     10.  "  "       Kieffer  Legacy $237  50 

"      10.  "  "        Cook  Legacy 30  00—267  50 

**      16.  •*  "        8.  J.  Johnston,  to  Oct  1, 1888 80  00 

"     30.  "  "        N.  Groff,  to  Oct  1, 1888 30  00 

Not.     2.  "  "        Ashford,  to  Not.  1, 1888 10  50 

2.  "  "        Killough,  to  Not.  1. 1888 75  00 

"       6.  "  "        Lysinger,  to  Nov.  15, 1888 30  00 

6.  *•  "        W.  H.  Einer,  to  Oct  1, 1888 30  00 

Dec.     1.  "  '*       L.  Strom,  to  Dec.  1, 1888 87  50 

1.  "  "        Richardson,  to  Dec.  1, 1888 29  75 

"       3.  "  "        Ashford,  in  full 3  50 

"      18.  "  "  L.  V.  R.  R.  bonds,  to  -Dec.  1, 1888..  150  00 

•'     31.  '•  "        Fink  Mortgage,  to  Jan.  1, 1889 8  76 

"      31.  "  <<  MerceiBburg  Glassia,  to  Jan.  1, 1889  24  00 

Jan.      5.  «  «        Brubaker,  to  April  1, 1889 90  00 

"       5.  "  "       Home  Bonds,  to  Oct  1, 1888 5  00 

"       5.  "  "        Loan 5  67 

"       7.  *•  "  Routh  Mortgage,  to  Dec.  19, 1888...  42  00 

"      14.  "  "        Coen  Mortgage,  to  Jan.  9, 1889 21  00 

"      16.  "  "        J.  B.  Both,  to  Jan.  1, 1889 136  00 

"      16.  "  "        Loan 44 

"      17.  "  "        Allemannia  Fire  Insurance  Co 15  00 

**      18.  •'  "       Loan 20  00 

"      26.  "  "  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  on  acc't.  5  17 

"     30.  "  "  St  John's  Ref.  Cong..  Shamokin,  to 

Oct  1, 1888 30  00 

"      30.  "  "  P.  M.  Ermentrout  to  April  1, 1888..  270  00 

"      31.  "  "       John  Becker,  to  Feb.  28. 1889 480  00 

Feb.     7.  "  "       Steacy  Mortgage,  to  date 3183 

"       9.  "  "  Allentown  F.  Col.  b'ds,  to  Jan.  1,  '89  50  00 

"       9.  "  ••       Lane  A  Co.,  to  Feb.  1, 1889 79  10 

"     11.  "  "  T.  O.  Apple,  D.D.,  to  Jan.  1, 1889...  18  00 

"     19.  "  "  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  to  Oct  29,  '88  42  00 

Mar.     6.  "  "  Schroyer  Mortgage,  to  Feb.  8,  1889..  105  00 

"      11.  "  "        F.  Schaum,  to  April  1, 1889 22  50 

"     18.  ''  <'  East  Penna.  Classis,  to  Oct  1, 1888.  15  00 
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Mar.  19.  To  interest  from  Geo.  Oarbaugh,  to  April  1, 1889 $  120  00 

"     30.  *'  "  Zahm.infull 276  00 

April    1.  "  "  8.  M.  Keeo,  to  April  1, 1889 76  00 

**       1.  "  "  A.  &  J.  Fritz,  to  April  1, 1889 62  60 

"       1.  "  *'  S.  J.  Johnston,  to  April  1. 1889 30  00 

"       2.  "  "  A.  Keen,  to  April  1, 1889 30  00 

"       2.  «  "  Amos  H.  Christ,  to  April  1, 1889....  125  00 

"       2.  "  «  N.  Groff,  to  April  1, 1889 30  00 

"       4.  *'  "  J.  G.  Simmons,  to  April  6, 1889 105  00 

"       6.  "  "  Home  Bonds,  to  April  1.  1889 6  00 

"       6.  "  "  L.  P.  &  C.  Titus,  to  April  1, 1889...  9  00 

"       6.  "  "  W.  H.  Reiner,  to  April  1,  1889 30  00 

"       8.  "  "  E.  &  J.  F.  Baseler,  to  April  1, 1889.  30  00 

"       8.  «  "  Geo.  W.  Hensel.  Treas.  Com.  of  Syn.  49  20 

"     13.  *•  "  Jacob  Heyt-er,  on  account 200  00 

"      16.  "  "  Kepner,  to  April  1.  1889 42  30 

"     20.  "  "  Job  Robinson,  to  April  25, 1889 36  00 

"     23.  "  "  M.  A.  Keefer  &  Co.,  April  21, 1889..  120  00 

"      29.  "  "  Zion's  Classis,  to  May  1.  1889 23  22 

May     4.  "  "  Killough  Mortgage,  to  May  1.  1889.  76  00 

"       4.  "  "  Rev.  L.  K.  Evans,  to  date 150 

"       7.  "  "  L.  P.  &  C.  Titus,  to  date 1  31 

"       8.  "  '•  E.  S.  Stehman,  to  Feb.  3, 1889 30  00 

'*       9.  "  "  J.  Heyser,  on  account. 100  00 

"     10.  "  '*  Kieffer  Legacy,  to  April  1. 1889 237  60 

"     11.  **  "  Lysinger  Mortgage,  to  May  16, 1889  30  00 

"     16.  "  ."  St.  John's  Ref.  CSng.,  Shamokin.  to 

April  1. 1889 30  00 

"     16.  "  "  P.  M.  Ermentrout.  to  April  1,  1889.  270  00 

June    4.  "  "  Wyoming  Classis,  to  July  1, 1889...  16  00 

"       7.  "  "  Strom  Mortgage,  to  Jane  1, 1889 87  60 

7.  "  "  Richardson  Mortgage,  to  June  1.  '89  29  76 

"     17.  "  "  Mrs.  A.  Eyerman,  to  June  13, 1890..  60  00 

"      19.  "  "  L.  V.  R.  R.  bonds,  to  June  1. 1889..  160  00 

"     28.  "  "  Ins.  returned,  less  costs 3  40 

July      1.  "  "  J.  Fink  Morteage,  to  July  1.  1889...  8  76 

**       8.  "  '*  J.  Bausman,  Trs.  F.  &  M.  Col.,  fence  14  00 

"       8.  "  '•  Thos.  Routh  Mort..  to  June  19,  »89..  41  86 

"       8.  "  "  Harrisburg  Bridge  Co.,  dividend 6  10 

"     19.  "  '*  Juniata  Classis,  to  July  1, 1889 12  88 

"      26.  "  "  J.  B.  Roth,  to  Julv  1,  1889 62  60 

Aug.  16.  "  "  Coen  Mortgage,  to  July  9.  1889 21  00 

"     15.  "  "  Geo.  W.  Schroyer.  to  Aug.  8, 1889..  106  00 

Sept    2.  "  "  Henry  Keen,  to  Oct  1, 1889 30  00 

^       8.  •*  "  W.  A.  Cessna,  to  May  16, 1889 60  00 

"       6.  "  "  John  Becker,  to  Aug.  28, 1889 240  00 

"     14.  "  "  div'nd  81,  Allemannia  Fire  Ins.  Co.  16  00 

"     23.  "  "  Theo.  Bern.  Aid  Fund,  rec'd  to  date.  626  25 

16,888  90 
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1888.  CR. 

Not.  2.  By  amount  paid  E.  V.  Gerbart,  on  account $200  00 

"  2.  "  "  Tho8.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 

"  2.  "  "  F.  A.  Gaat,  on  account 200  00 

"  30.  "  "  Humphreville  bill 162 

"  80.  **  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  Jan.  1, 1889 175  00 

"  30.  "  "  T.  G.  Apple,  to  Jan.  1, 1889 175  00 

"  30.  "  *'  F.  A.  Gaat,  to  Jan.  1, 1889 175  00 

1889. 

Jan.  4.  '•  "  Jno.  P.  Schaum's  bill 6  06 

"  25.  "  "  A.  T.  Clay's  bill 5  50 

Feb.  1.  "  "  Jno.  Arnold'g  bill 3  20 

"  1.  "  "  Almanac,  Seminary  ad 12  60 

"  1.  "  "  E.V.  Gerhart,  on  account....: 200  00 

"  1.  "  "  Thoe.  G.  Apple,  on  account 200  00 

*•  1.  "  "  F.  A.  Ga«t.  on  account 200  00 

Mar.  11.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  April  1, 1889 175  00 

"  11.  •'  "  Tho«.  G.  Apple,  to  April  1„1889 175  00 

"  11.  "  '•  F.  A.  Gast,  to  April  1, 1889 175  00 

•*  11.  "  "  janitor's  Hervices  to  Jan.  1, 1889 50  00 

"  14.  By  Ins.  paid  on  Kepncr  property 5  70 

**  14.  By  amount  paid  Schaum  A  Sons'  bill 12  35 

"  15.  "  '•  Treas.  salary  to  April  1,  1889 100  00 

«  29.  "  "  Inq.  Printing  Co.  bill 22  67 

"  29.  "  "  A.  0.  Berr's  bill 29  42 

April  13.  "  "  stamped  wrappers  and  papers 2  10 

'•  16.  "  "  Inq.  Printing  Co.  bill 16  50 

"  16.  "  •*  lanitor's  services  to  April  1,  1889 50  00 

May  1.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  account 200  00 

'^  1.  "  "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary  account 200  00 

"  1.  "  "  F.  A.  Gast,  salary  account 200  00 

"  11.  "  •'  Johp  Ruck  bill,  fence-making 54  25 

«  15.  "  "  Silas  8.  Neff,  Elocution 250  00 

"  21-  "  "  W.  D.  Hensel,  prof,  services 50  00 

"  22.  "  '*  B.  B.  Harkins' bill,  lumber 116  63 

"  24.  «  "  And.  Kantz  bill 187 

Jnne  8.  "  "  Thos.  G.  Apple,  ito  July  1, 1889 175  00 

7.  "  "  Penna.  R.  K.  Co.,  freight 65 

^*  10.  "  *'  Lancaster  Examiner,  diplomas 11  75 

"  10.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  to  July  1, 1889 175  00 

"  10.  "  "  F.  A.  Gait,  to  July  1, 1889 175  00 

**  11.  "  ''  Hensel's  bill  of  pump 18  85 

*^  18.  "  "  Reilly  Bros.' &  Raub  bill 28  11 

«  24.  "  *'  McKinsiry's  bill 8  00 

Jaly  3.  "  "  E.  G.  Smith,  in  ftill 100  00 

8.  "  "  janitor's  services  to  July  1, 1889 50  00 

"  8.  "  "  C.  noser's  bill 2  25 

••  8.  "  "  C.  B.  Mervin's  bill 10  95 

*•  8.  "  "  MaTihall  &  Rengier. 8  00 

**  19.  "  "  E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account 200  00 

"  19.  "  "  T.  G.  Apple,  on  account, 200  00 

••  19.  '•  "  F.  A.  Gast,  on  account 200  00 
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I.                   July  26.  By  amount  paid  Jno.  B.  Roth,  on  account $  100  00 

Sept.  8.  "  "  B.  B.  Martin  &  Co.,  coal 63  75 

^'  5.  "  "  E.  V.  Qerhart,  in  full  to  Oct  1, 1889  175  00 

"  5.  "  "  T.  G.  Apple,  in  full  to  Oct.  1, 1889...  175  00 

"  6.  "  "  F.  A.  Gast,  in  full  to  Oct.  1, 1889 175  00 

"  5.  "  "  Int  on  Klopp  Legacy,  to  Oct.  1, 1889  40  00 

"  7.  "  "  Spicer  &  Wetzel's  bill 48  00 

"  9.  "  "  janitor'B  servicea  to  Oct.  1, 1889 50  00 

"  9.  "  "  Library  Fund.  Int.  to  Oct.  1, 1889...  79  19 

"  16.  "  "  Geo.  W.  Hensel  bill 1108 

"  16.  "  '•  E.  Bookmyer  bill 1  00 

"  20.  "  "  W.  Wohkon  bill 43  07 

"  23.  "  "  Stoner,  Shreiner  &  Co.  bill 8  06 

t5.952  56 
Balance  due  Sept.  26, 1889 936^34 

The  collection  of  some  arrearages  of  interent  due  Theological  Semi- 
nary accounts  for  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  being  larger 
than  usual. 

John  B.  Roth,  ly^eaturetf  in  account  with  Aid  I^nd  of  TheoL  Seminary. 

1888.  To  amovat  reMivMl  ot  nSL 

Sept.  18.  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treas.  of  E.  Penna  Classis....  $51  00 

Oct.      8.  H.  Wirt,  Treas.  Synod  of  Potomac 135  00 

"     22.  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuylk'l  Classis  30  00 

Nov.     9.  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  from  friends  of  Seminary 

in  Philadelphia  Classis $10  00 

"      14.  Ditto 14  00 

1880 

Jan.'  25.  Ditto.. 12  00—36  00 

"     26.  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  of  W.  Susq.  Classis...  18  40 

"     26.  A.  Houtz,  Treas.  of  Wvoming  Classis 7  00 

May     8.  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuylk'l  Classis  20  00 

*^     11.  West  Susq.  Classis,  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas 6  00 

"      20.  Lancaster  Classis,  on  account 22  85 

*'     23.  Tohickon  Claasis,  pn  account... 5  00 

June     4.  Wyoming  Classis 10  00 

*'     10.  East  Susq.  Classis,  salary  account 31  00 

"     10.         "  "       relief  account 11  00—  42  00 

"      13.  Ivchigh  Classis,  salary  account 28  00 

July     5.  Tohickon  Classis,  J.  G.  Gerhart,  Treas 22  00 

"     26.  H.  A.  Forney,  Treas.  North  Carolina  Classis...  2  00 

Sept.    4.  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna.  Classis, 

for  Elocution 16  00 

Ditto,  for  Seminary  Aid 28  00—  44  00 

*'  11.  Jacob  K.  Funck,  Treas.  Lebanon  Classis,  per 
Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Treas.  of  Synod,  Sy nodical 
Apportionment  account 47  50 

$526  25 
See  credit  for  same  in  current  expense  account 
of  Theol.  Seminary,  Sept.  23, 1889. 

JoBK  B.  Both,  T^eoMurer. 
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Theologxcal  Seminary  Library  Account — ^John  B.  Both,  IVeamrer, 

1S88. 

Sept.  20.  For  amount  of  Fund,  as  per  report $1^81996 

1898.  DR. 

Sept.  20.  For  amonnt  balance  due 189  92 

188«. 

Sept.    9.  For  amonnt  interest  received  to  date 79  19 

$169  11 

1888.  CB. 

Sept.  25.  By  amount  paid  Stoddart*8  bill $6  00 

Dec.     3.      "  "         Boy's  bill 2  60 

1889. 

Jan.    19.  "  "         Button  A  Co 21  23 

April  16.  "  "  A.  H.  Waliis,  agent 6  00 

May    23.  "  "         Stoddart's  bill 6  00 

June  10.  "  '*         Zahm&Co.bill 19  66 

"     28.  "  "  books  and  freight,  F.  A.  G....  17  61 

July    19.  "  •'         F.  W.  Christern's  bill 2  80 

Sept.  24.  "  "         8.  H.  Zahm  &  Co.  bill 22  60—104  19 

Sept.  26, 1889.  Balance  due  Theol.  Sem.  Lib.  to  date  $64  92 

1889.  Building  litnd  Account, 

Sept.        Principal  of  Fund  is $12,888  06 

Interest  to  date  accounted  for  in  current  ex- 
pense account  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Pittsburg  Prof.  Fkind  Account, 

1888 

Sept!        Principal  of  Fund  is $1,718  30 

Interest  on  same  accounted  for  in  current  ex- 
pense account  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Smoltz  I\md  Account. 

1889. 

Principal  of  Fund  is $5,000  00 

1888.  DR. 

Nov.     3.  To  interest  received  to  Oct.  1, 1888v $137  60 

1889. 

April  29.      "  "  "    April  1.1889 137  50 

$275  00 

1888.  OR. 

Oct.    19.  By  interest  paid  Bev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas $137  60 

1889. 

•  April  29.      **  "  "  "  "    137  50 

$276  00 
Endovfment  Hmd  Staitment. 

1988. 

Sept.  20.  Amount  of  Fund  reported  to  Board ...$76,554  76 

1889. 

Mar.  29.  Beceived  of  Executors  of  Bev.  Geo.  W.  Glessner, 

deceased,  in  payment  of  Plainfield  Bond 25  00 
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April    8.  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Treas.  of  Oom.  of  Synod,  addi*' 

tional  Prof.  Fund $    870  00 

I  May     8.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  in  payment  of  Bev.  L.  K. 

Evans'  pledge 60  00 

July   11.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  contribution  from  Bt.  John's 

Ref'd  Cong,  of  Lebanon 15  00 

(Sept.  12.  Increase  of  Fund  by  purchase  of  Kepner  property.       342  30 

$77,857  06 

BarrUburg,  Sfpt  26,  1889. 

The  undersigned  Auditing  Committee,  having  examined  the  Treas* 
urer's  accounts  and  compared  vouchers,  find  the  same  correct. 

Geo.  W.  Hensbl. 
J.  H.  Keeper. 

C.  A.  SH0LT2L 

Statement  of  Fundi  in  handi  of  Treasurer  Sept,  26, 1889. 

Endowment  Fund $77,857  06 

Building  Fond 12,883  06 

Library  Fund 1,819  96 

SmaltzFund 5,000  00 

Pittsburgh  Prof.  Fund 1,718  30 

$99,278  37 
(6)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the    Theologicdl  Seminary, 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Respected  Brethben  :  It  is  the  privilege  of  the  midersigned, 
through  the  good  Providence  of  God,  fyy  present  to  your  honorable 
body  the  following  as  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Theological  Seminary : 

At  the  opening  of  the  Seminarj,  on  Thursday,  September  6, 
1888,  the  following  persons  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Claas: 
Herbert  Christian  Alleman,  Thomas  K.  Cromer,  Albert  Suder 
Glessner,  Francis  Marion  Line,  William  J.  Muir,  Edward  C. 
Musselman,  David  Scheirer,  Jr,  Henry  E.  Snyder  and  George  P. 
Stem.  Of  these,  nine  in  all,  six  were  graduates  of  Franklin  and 
Marshall  College,  one  of  Pennsylvania  College  and  one  of  Heidel* 
berg  College. 

The  Middle  Class  consisted  of  fifteen  members.  One  of  the  six- 
teen  reported  last  year,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Young,  having  accepted  of 
the  appointment  to  become  a  professor  in  the  Wichita  College  in 
the  State  of  Kansas,  did  not  return  to  the  Seminary. 

The  following  persons,  seventeen  in  number,  membeis  of  the 
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Senior  Class^  having  completed  their  studiee,  and  having  sustained 
a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  presence  of  the  Board  of  Yisitois, 
were  dismissed,  and  awarded  the  usual  Testimonials  at  the  Anni- 
versary of  the  Seminary  in  May  last :  William  T«  Auman,  Calvin 
£.  Bartholomew,  John  T.  Balliet,  Lloyd  E.  Coblentz,  George  C. 
£rb,  A.  Marion  Kifer,  Russel  N.  Koplin,  Franklin  E.  Laufier, 
George  J.  lisberger,  J.  Harvey  Mickley,  Charles  A.  Santee, 
Oliver  F.  Schaeffer,  Ambrose  M.  Schmidt,  Sefellen  E.  Stofflet, 
James  B.  Stonesifer,  George  B.  Walbert  and  Charles  B.  Weaver. 
Of  these,  eleven  were  graduates  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 
and  the  rest  had  studied  at  other  literary  institutions,  or  had 
otherwiBe  prepared  themselves  for  a  course  of  theological  study. 
This  is  the  largest  class  that  has  passed  from  the  Seminary  into  the 
ministry  since  the  founding  of  the  Seminary  at  Carlisle,  in  1825. 

Thus,  during  the  year,  there  were  in  all  forty-one  students  con- 
nected with  the  Seminary;  nine  in  the  Junior,  fifteen  in  the  Mid- 
dle and  seventeen  in  the  Senior  Glass,  in  all  forty-one,  the  same  as 
during  the  previous  year. 

The  examinations  of  the  students,  written  and  oral,  were  satisfac- 
tory. According  to  the  report  of  the  Faculty,  the  moral  and 
Christian  conduct  of  the  students  was  such  as  became  candidates 
for  the  holy  ministry  ;  and  so  also  as  it  regarded  their  industry  and 
application  to  their  studies,  there  was  no  occasion  at  any  time  for 
complaint. 

Prof.  Silas  Neff  during  the  year  gave  instructions  in  Elocution, 
each  class  having  received  twenty-five  lessons  or  exercises.  He  oc* 
cupies  a  prominent  position  in  his  profession,  and  his  method  of 
teaching  is  regarded  by  the  Faculty  as  thorough  and  efficient. 
The  Board  recommends  that  his  services  be  retained  for  another 
year,  and  requests  that  arrangements  be  made  for  the  payment  of 
his  salary — $250,  by  the  three  Synods,  of  which  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States  is  expected  to  furnish  $100. 

The  Board  congratulates  the  Synod  in  view  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  Seminary  during  the  past  year,  and  its  encourag- 
ing prospects  for  the  iuture,  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Church 
are  due  to  Him,  firom  whom  all  progress  in  the  work  of  our  han^s 
flows.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Secretary, 
Laneaelcr,  Pa,,  Od.  15, 1889. 
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(a)  REPOBT  OF  TBEA8TJREB  OF  BOARD  OF  EDUCATIOIir. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  account  with  Chas.  G.  Fisheb,  l^eamrer, 

CR. 

By  balance  in  Treasury $247  42 

By  cask  per  Ber.  t.  O.  Stem,  Treaa.  East  Penna.  Ciassis 495  00 

per  J.  B.  Both,  Treas.  Theol.  Sem.,  int.  KIopp  Legacy.     40  00 

"    8malt2  Fond..,    275  00 

Ser  J.  J.  Niaaley,  Treaa.  Syn.  U.  8.,  int  Gerhart  L^'y       6  00 
ividends  Harnsburg  National  Bank 22  50 

interest  from  different  loans 519  92 

from  Whitemarsh  and  North  Wales  Cong's. 52  00 

from  Christ  Church,  Phila 25  37 

from  church,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va 25  00 

from  a  friend 10  00 

amount  returned  by  Dr.  J.  A.  W.  Hetrick. 1,023  14 

Total $2,741  35 

DR. 

To  cash  paid  beneficiaries  of  East  Penna.  Classis $480  00 

"  "  General  Fund 970  00 

"  Bey.  Theo.  Appel,  D.D.,  salary  as  Secretary 20  00 

"  expenses  of  Cnarter 16  00 

"  "to  Lancaster 4  25 

Balance  in  Treasury 1,251  10 


$2,741  35 


This  is  to  certify  that  the  undersigned  has  examined  the  account  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education,  that  he  has  compared  it  with 
accompanying  vouchers,  and  that  he  has  found  it  to  be  correct. 

Theodobb  Apprl. 

(6)  Repari  of  the  Committee  on  Additional  ProfeBSorship  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
would  report  as  follows : 

But  few  contributions  in  money  were  received  during  the  past 
Synodical  year,  the  sum  total  (including  the  $100  received  after 
our  last  report  was  closed)  being  only  $320. 

The  attention  of  the  several  Classes,  however,  is  being  gradu- 
ally directed  to  the  importance  of  the  work  which  your  Committee 
has  in  hand. 

The  Clasrifl  of  East  Susquehanna  has  instructed  its  officers  to  ex- 
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ecate  a  bond  for  $2000^  which  shall  be  made  available  at  such  time 
when  the  Synod  shall  have  sufficient  funds  and  obligations  on  hand 
to  justify  the  creation  of  the  additional  Professorship  which  is 
hereby  contemplated. 

The  Classis  of  Tohickon  has  obligated  itself  in  the  amount  of 
$1000»  to  be  raised  by  five  annual  assessments  of  $200  each. 

The  Classis  of  Lehigh,  through  its  pastors  and  elders,  has  prom- 
ised your  Committee  to  raise  during  the  present  Classical  year,  not 
by  asse^ment,  but  rather  by  voluntary,  individual  effort,  the  sum 
of  $600. 

A  few  other  Classes  have  taken  some  action  which  has  not  yet 
reached  a  definite  shape,  but  which,  we  trust,  will  mean  something 
tangible  in  the  near  future. 

These  are  only  promises,  it  is  true,  but,  with  the  honor  of  the 
church  at  stake,  we  are  clearly  warranted  to  indulge  the  sure  hope 
that  these  promises  will  ere  long  materialize. 

The  slow  work  thus  far  is  not  very  assuring,  either  to  the  church 
or  to  your  Committee.  The  question  is  being  seriously  asked,  Will 
the  Synod  ever  be  able  to  accomplisl^  this  work  ?  To  which  the. 
answer  is  unhesitatingly  given — Never,  unless  the  pastors  themselves 
speedily  awaken  to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the  movement. 
Thus  far  your  Committee  has  had  very  little  encouragement  from 
the  ministry  of  this  Synod.  No  hearty  co-operation  can  be  secured. 
Many  are  even  free  to  confess  that  they  see  no  pressing  need  for  the 
additional  professorship.  Consequently  there  is  but  little  or  no  en- 
thusiasm among  the  people.  When  the  confidence  of  the  pastors  is 
withheld  no  hearty  response  can  be  expected  from  the  members. 
The  ministry  of  this  Synod  have  it  in  their  power  to  help  along  or 
to  retard  this  movement,  ai  they  will. 

Under  these  circumstances  another  CooTmittee  might  possibly 
give  a  fresh  inspiration  to  the  work,  and  labor  with  some  degree  of 
enthusiasm.  Your  present  Committee  cannot,  and  therefore  most 
earnestly  begs  that  it  be  dissolved,  and  that  a  new  Committee  be 
constituted  by  retaining  such  of  the  present  members  as  may  be 
willing  to  work  in  the  face  of  discouragement,  and  the  addition  of 
a  mifficient  number  of  new  members.      Respectfully  submitted, 

8.  G.  Wagneb»  Chairman  of  Committee. 
3 
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(e)  Relation  of  Benefiaary  Students  to  SynodCs  Board  of  Education, 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Belatioo  of  Beneficiary  Students  to 
the  Synod's  Board  of  Education,  and  to  the  seyeral  Classes,  under 
whose  care  they  prepare  for  the  Gospel  Ministry. 

To  properly  understand  the  nature  of  the  work  entrusted  to  it, 
your  Committee  deems  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
body,  Ist.  To  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Synod  at  Sunbury,  A.D. 
1887,  which  is  as  follows : 

'*  Resolvedf  That  this  Synod  directs  all  Classes  not  now  operating 
through  the^parent  Board,  to  place  their  Beneficiaries  under  its  care» 
and  that  the  apportionments  made  for  their  support  shall  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Board." 

2d.  To  the  action  which  the  Synod  at  Norristown,  a.  d.  1888| 
deemed  necessary  in  view  of  the  above  resolution : 

**Be9olv€d,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed,  with  instructions  to 
define,  under  the  action  of  the  Synod  at  Sun  bury,  Pa.,  the  relation 
of  Beneficiary  students  to  the  Synod's  Board  of  Education  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  Classes  by  which  they  are  supported  on  the  other, 
the  said  Committee  to  report  at  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod  " 

Your  Committee  would  base  its  definition  of  the  action  of  the  Sun- 
bury  Synod  upon  two  pi^opositions :  Ist  Beneficiary  students  are 
presumed  to  be  students  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  (Part  I,  Chap.  L 
Art.  3)  inferentially  provides  that  all  such  students  shall  pursue 
their  studies  under  the  care  of  some  Classis.  2d.  Of  Beneficiary 
students  there  are  two  classes :  a.  Those  who  receive  their  support 
from  the  Classis  under  whose  care  they  stand,  b.  Those  who  are 
supported  by  Synod's  Board  of  Education.  Both  classes  seem 
required  by  the  Constitution  inferentially,  and  by  a  formal  action 
of  the  Synod  to  place  themselves  under  the  care  of  the  Classis  with- 
in whose  bounds  they  live. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  therefore,  that  the  Synod  of 
Sunbury,  Pa.,  simply  meant  to  instruct  each  Classis  to  report 
through  its  Treasurer,  to  the  Board  of  Education,  the  names  of  its 
Beneficiaries,  together  with  the  amount  each  one  is  to  receive,  and  to 
disburse  said  moneys  to  said  students,  in  each  case,  through  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education.    Such  students*  accord- 
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ingly  would  hold  only  a  Dominal  relation  to  the  Synod's  Board  of 
Education,  inasmuch  as  the  Board  do€8  not  actually  hold  any  au- 
thority over  them  and  makes  no  provision  for  their  support.  They 
are  amenable  to  the  Classis  under  whose  care  they  are.  It  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Education  has  some 
students  under  its  care  (class  b)  for  whose  support  no  provision  is 
made  by  any  Classis,  and  over  whom  Classis  exercises  only  a  moral 
or  spiritual  care.  In  view  of  this  class,  the  action  of  the  Sunbury 
Synod  would  seem  to  require  that  Classes,  congregations  and  indi- 
vidual members  should  forward  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  such 
moneys  as  are  not  designated  for  any  particular  student,  and  thus 
relieve  the  Board  from  frequent  embarrassment. 

Your  Committee  would,  therefore,  recommend,  in  the  way  of  pro- 
viding for  the  above  contingency,  that  the  Classes  be  requested  annu- 
ally to  make  liberal  apportionments  for  Beneficiary  Education,  and 
that  what  may  not  be  designated  for  their  own  students,  be  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  general  use. 

Furthermore  it  is  the  judgment  of  your  Committee,  that  those 
students  wdo  receive  their  support  from  the  Board,  and  those  whose 
support  comes  through  the  Board  from  the  Classis,  should  severally 
obligate  themselves  to  the  body  whence  their  support  comes,  to  re- 
fund the  money  under  certain  conditions,  and  that  the  money  so 
refunded  should  become*  in  the  one  case,  the  property  of  the  B^ard, 
and  in  the  other  case  the  property  of  the  Classis,  to  be  disposed  of 

as  each  may  elect. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

8.  G.  Wagner. 

N.  Z.  Snyder. 

J.  A.  Lauffer. 

77.  Report  on  the  Theological  Seminary, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom  the 
foregoing  reports  were  referred,  presented  its  report  on  Monday 
during  the  afternoon  session.  The  report  was  taken  up  item  by 
item,  and  finally  adopted  as  a  whole.     It  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  offers  the  follow- 
ing report :  Synod  referred  to  us  the  following  documents :  (a)  The 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  and 
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the  Treasurer's  Report ;  (6)  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
of  the  Theological  Seminary ;  (c)  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Education ;  (d)  The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  En- 
dowment and  Additional  Professorship  in  the  Theological  Seminary, 
and  (e)  the  Report  on  the  Relation  of  Beneficiary  Students  to 
Synod's  Board  of  Education. 

We  call  special  attention  to  the  following  points  in  these  reports 
for  the*  consideration  of  the  Synod : 

1.  In  the  Reporl  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  we 
learn  that  on  September  26,  1889,  there  was  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury of  $936.34. 

2.  In  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
we  have  the  statement  that  there  are  $99,278.37  in  his  hands,  of 
which  $77,857.06  belong  to  the  Endowment  Fund;  $12,883.05 
belong  to  the  Seminary  building;  $1819  96,  to  the  Library  Fund; 
$5000,  to  the  Smaltz  Beneficiary  Education  Fund;  $1718.70, to  the 
Pittsburgh  Professor's  Fund. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  tells  us  that  nine  students 
were  received  to  the  Junior  Class  in  September,  1888;  that  the 
middle  class  had  fiileen  during  the  year,  and  that  seventeen  were 
graduated  from  the  Seminary  in  May  last,  which  is  the  largest 
class  that  has  gone  out  from  the  Seminary  since  it  was  founded  in 
1825.  Of  the  number  graduating,  eleven  were  graduates  of  Frank- 
lin and  Marshall  College.  During  the  year  there  were  forty-one 
students  connected  with  the  Seminary.  Instruction  in  Elocution 
was  maintained  as  in  the  former  year,  and  the  Board  recommends 
that  it  be  continued  during  the  present  year,  asking  this  Synod  to 
provide  $100  towards  the  expenses. 

4.  From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Beneficiary  Education  we 
gather  that  the  receipts  were  $2741.35;  expenditures,  $1490.26, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $1251.10  in  the  treasury. 

5.  In  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Increase  of  Endow- 
ment of  the  Theological  Seminary,  we  learn  that  $3920  is  reported 
in  the  way  of  pledges  and  of  cash ;  but  the  committee  states  that 
the  work  has  its  discouraging  features. 

6.  Having  considered  the  facts  in  these  reports  and  various  mat- 
ters not  stated  in  the  above  outline  of  topics,  much  of  special  inttr- 

«est  might  be  written ;  but  that  you  may  have  the  principal  points 
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before  you  for  coneideration  and  action,  we  offer  the  following  reso- 
lutions :• 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  great  satisfaction 
that  there  was  a  balance  of  8936.34  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
at  the  end  of  the  last  Seminary  year. 

Mesoived,  2  That  the  Synod  acknowledges,  with  profound  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God,  the  evidences  of  the  divine  favor  upon  the 
Seminary,  the  number  of  whose  students  is  larger  than  ever  before 
in  its  history,  its  professors  faithful  and  even  enthusiastic  in  their 
work,  and  its  students,  af^er  a  full  three  years*  course  of  study, 
coming  forth  thoroughly  equipped  for  the  ministry. 

JBesolved,  3  That  the  ministers  be  again  affectionately  reminded 
that  they  ought  diligently  to  seek  out  worthy  young  men  to  enter 
upon  the  ministry  of  the  gospeL 

By  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Fuller  Endowment  of 
the  Seminary,  your  committee  is  reminded  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  at  Pottstown  in  1884,  when  it  was  first  appointed.  It  was 
then  resolved  to  raise  the  sum  of  $50«000,  $10,000  of  which  should 
be  devoted  to  completing  the  endowment  of  the  Chair  of  Hebrew 
and  Old  Testament  Theology.  This  amount  has  been  raised,  and 
the  endowment  of  the  above  chair  completed ;  $10,000  of  the  $50,000 
was  to  be  raised  as  a  fund  the  interest  of  which  should  be  used  to 
defray  the  annual  incidental  expenses  of  the  Seminary,  and  $30,000 
for  an  additional  professorship  in  the  Seminary. 

Since  this  action  was  taken  at  Pottstown  $30,000  has  been  raised 
for  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  the  gathering  of  which,  by  a 
mutual  understanding,  kept  in  abeyance,  to  an  extent,  the  work  of 
the  Seminary  Endowment  Committee  of  this  Synod.  But  the  way 
is  now  again  more  open  to  carry  forward  and  complete  this  work ; 
therefore, — 

Resolved,  4.  That  the  committee  appointed  at  Pottstown  to  secure 
funds  for  the  endowment  of  an  additional  professorship  in  the  Sem- 
inary, of  which  the  Rev.  Samuel  G.  Wagner,  D.D.,  is  chairman,  be 
continued  with  power  as  before  to  fill  any  vacancies,  and  that  this 
Synod  hereby  pledges  its  confidence  and  support  in  this  good 
work. 

Remdvedf  ^,  That  Synod  assumes  the  sum  of  $100,  to  be  appor- 
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tioned  among  the  Classes,  towards  paying  an  elocutionist  for  the 
Seminary  for  the  current  year. 

Bespectfully  submitted,  Obo  H.  Johnston,  Chairman, 

Board  of  Trudees  of  Theological  Seminary. 

Eastern  Synod. — Daniel  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  George  W. 
Heosel,  Quarry ville.  Pa. ;  George  Z.  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  J. 
B.  Roth,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  J.  D.  Skiles,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Charles 
Santee,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  George  G.  Heilman,  Heilman  Dale,  Pa. ; 
Aaron  Renninger,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Pittsburgh  Synod. — W.  J.  Baer,  Somerset,  Pa. ;  P.  S.  Hay,  Elk 
Lick,  Pa. ;  John  Troxell,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  W.  R.  Bamhart,  Greens- 
burg,  Pa 

Synod  of  Potomac. — Henry  Wirt,  Hanover,  Pa. ;  Israel  Laucks, 
York,  Pa.;  C.  A.  Schultz,  York,  Pa.;  H.  W.  Shriver,  Union  Milk, 
Md. ;  Edgar  Slagle,  Hanover,  Pa. ;  Isaac  H.  Keefer,  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa. 

Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Shninary, 

Eastern  Synod. — Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D.,  Lancaster,  Pa. ; 
Rev.  E.  E.  Higbee,  DD,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner, 
D.D.,  Allentown,  Pa  ;  Rev.  C  P.  McCauley,  D.D.,  Reading,  Pa  ; 
Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Porter,  D  D., 
Easton,  Pa. 

PUisburgh  Synod. — Rev.  Lucian  Cort,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Rev. 
Albert  E^  Truxal,  Manor  Station,  Pa. 

Potomac  Synod. — Rev.  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.D.,  Carlisle,  Pa. ;  Rev. 
E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.D.,  Frederick,  Md. ;  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  Han- 
over, Pa. ;  Rev  J.  W.  Santee,  D.D.,  Cavetown,  Md. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 
I.   REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Refonned  Church  in  the  United  States: 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  herewith  submit  to  your  reve- 
rend body  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  that  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States. 
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It  18  gratifyiog  to  see  from  these  reports,  that  comtDendable  pro- 
gress has  been  made,  during  the  past  year  in  the  work  of  Home 
Missions. 

The  Board  moams  the  loss,  by  deatU,  of  three  active  and  efficient 
members,  viz.,  Rev8.<3eorge  Wolff,  D.D.,  W.  H.  H.  Snyder  and 
I.  K«  Loos,  D  D.,  all  of  whom,  at  the  time  of  their  departure, 
were  in  connection  with  your  reverend  Synod. 

Such  matters  as  claim  your  special  attention  are  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  paper. 

Praying  that  your  deliberations  may  call  forth  a  liberal  response 
from  the  Church  in  behalf  of  Missions^  we  invoke  upon  you  the 
guidance  and  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  O.  Miller,  PreMenJt, 

Ywrk^  Pa.,  Odober  1, 1889.  Ellis  N.  Kbemer,  Secretary. 

The  following  items  claiming  the  attention  of  Synod  are  sub- 
mitted by  the  Board : 

I.  The  Board  recommends  the  continuance  of  the  Tri-Synodic 
Ck>mpacL 

Adion  of  the  Board, 

Whereab  the  General  Synod,  at  its  last  session,  instructed  the 
several  district  Synods  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  Home  Missions 
by  such  methods  as  will  open  the  way  for  the  transfer  of  the  said 
work  to  the  supervision  and  management  of  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions  of  the  General  Synod  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible ;  and — 

Whereab,  the  district  Synods  constituting  this  Board  have  all 
taken  action  favorable  to  this  movement  of ''  unification ;  and — 

Whereas,  the  next  session  ef  the  General  Synod  will  take  place 
during  the  ensuing  year,  when  further  legislation  on  the  subject 
may  be  taken ;  bat — 

Whereas,  in  our  judgment,  no  such  progress  in  unification  has 
been  made,  as  will  warrant  the  present  dissolution  of  the  Tri- 
Synodic  Compact,  therefore  be  it — 

Setohedf  that  the  Board  recommends  to  the  Synods  the  continu- 
ance of  the  TriSynodic  Compact  for  another  term  of  four  yearS| 
unless  in  the  mean  time  the  Synods  order  otherwise. 

IL  The  Synods  are  requested  to  uige  the  Classes  to  take  certain 
action. 
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Action  of  the  Board, 

Besolved,  that  the  Synods  are  herebj  reqaested  to  urge  the 
Classes  to  take  action  on  the  following  subjects : 

1st  The  establishment  of  additional  Church-bnilding  Funds. 

2d.  The  larger  circulation  of  the  Mianonary  Herald  in  the  Sun- 
day-schools and  congregations. 

3d.  The  introduction  of  a  Mission-day  in  our  Sunday-schools. 

4th.  The  importance  of  bringing  the  Classical  apportionmenta 
down  to  the  individual  members. 

ni.  The  Synods  are  requested  to  enlarge  the  Executive  Council. 

•     Aai<m  of  the  Board. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  a  more  equal  distribution  of  labor 
and  responsibility,  and  in  order  that  the  Church  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  helpful  judgment  of  a  larger  number  of  the  memben 
of  the  Board, — 

Resolved,  that  in  case  the  Tri-Synodic  Compact  is  continued,  the 
Board  hereby  asks  the  three  Synods  so  to  modify  the  terms  of  the 
Compact  that  the  Executive  Council  shall  hereafter  consist  of  six 
(6).  instead  of  four  (4)  members. 

IV.  The  Board  unanimously  nominated  Rev.  A.  G.  Whttmes 
for  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

EuJB  N.  Kremes,  Secretary. 

n.   REPORT   OF   THE    SUPERHTTENDENT  OF  HOME  UIB8IONS    FOR 
THE  TEAR  ENDING  OCTOBER   1,  1889. 

To  the  Reverend  Synods  of  the  United  States,  of  PiUdmrgh  and  of  ike 

Potomae : 

Dear  Brethren  : — Every  fourth  yearly  report  has  special  in- 
terest and  value,  because  it  marks  the  end  of  a  four-year  period  for 
which  the  Board  is  oi^anized  and  for  which  the  Superintendent  is 
elected.  In  presenting  my  fourth  yearly  report,  the  sixteenth  in 
the  series  under  the  tri  synodic  compact*  I  desire,  firet  of  all,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  goodness  of  God  in  blessing  the  work  committed  to 
feeble  hands ;  and  next  I  desire  to  thank  the  Synods  and  the  pas- 
tors, as  well  as  the  Board,  for  their  oonlidenoe  and  oo-working.  The 
relation  of  the  Superintendent  to  the  Board  and  to  the  Church  has 
been  veiy  pleasant;  and  the  cheerful  aid  given  by  many  thonsaiids 
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18  moet  gratefully  recorded.  Our  work  has  gone  forward  duriug 
these  four  years  without  serious  interruption,  and  is  to  day  in  good 
condition.  For  the  most  part,  the  men  employed,  the  places  selected 
and  the  self-helpfulness  of  the  missions,  merit  the  hearty  confidence 
of  the  Church. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  missionary  year,  October  Ist,  1888,  we 
bad  on  the  roll  fifty-three  missions,  to  which  seven  have  since  been 
added,  namely :  Altoona,  Pa.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Braddock,  Pa.,  Bur- 
lington, N.  C,  Jaennette,  Pa.,  Steelton,  Pa,  and  Whitewater,  Kan. 
Of  these  sixty  missions  please  note :  Three  have  become  self  support- 
ing, namely.  Lansdale,  Pa.,  Latrobe,  Pa.,  and  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
(the  last  by  January  1st,  1890) ;  and  eight  have  for  various  reasons 
been  dropped  from  the  roll,  namely,  Harrisville,  Va.,Mariettaf  Pa., 
Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  Napa  City,  Cal.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Stockton, 
Cal.,  Topeka,  Kan.,  and  Whitewater,  Kan.  As  ^he  mission  in  New 
York  is  enrolled  also  by  the  German  Board  of  the  East,  it  is  now 
dropped  from  our  roll,  and  our  supplemental  appropriation  will 
hereafter  be  paid  directly  into  the  treasury  of  that  Board.  These 
twelve  missions  are  therefore  in  italics,  and  all  the  rest  are  the  new 
roll  for  the  year  beginning  October  1st,  1889. 

NOTES  ON   THE  MISSIONS. 

Abilene,  Kansas. — ^This  mission,  even  amid  hard. times,  has  made 
progreas.  A  Missionary  and  Literary  Society  and  a  Ladies'  Mis- 
sionary Society  have  been  organized.  Plans  for  next  year  include 
the  organization  of  another  congregation  and  the  building  of  a 
church. 

Altoona,  Pa. — ^This  promising  off-shoot  of  the  old  congregation 
riteelf  a  mission  from  1863  to  1872)  was  organized  in  December, 
1888.  The  Sunday-school  was  organized  six  months  earlier.  Bev. 
L.  E.  Coblentz  took  charge  July  1st,  1889. 

Baltimore,  Md. — Rev.  A.  8.  Weber  took  charge  of  Faith  Mission 
October  Ist,  1888.  Good  progress  is  seen  in  the  additions  and 
finances. 

BaUtmare,  Md. — This  mission  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city 
began  in  a  Sondayschool  about  two  years  ago,  carried  forward  by 
Bev.  E.  R.  Deatrick,  of  Woodberry,  Md.  About  a  year  ago,  with 
the  aid  of  several  other  ministers,  he  secured  a  Sunday  evening 
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service  for  the  mission,  and  himself  gave  it  a  Thursday  evening  ser- 
vice. Rev.  M.  L.  Firor  and  he  secured  a  lot  on  which  now  stands 
a  plain  church.  Bev.  A.  M.  Schmidt  took  charge  July  Ist,  1889. 
The  congregation  (the  tenth  in  Baltimore)  was  organized  August 
2d,  1889,  with  fine  prospects. 

Bangor,  Pa. — Rev.  S.  A.  Hitner  took  the  mission  June  Ist,  1889, 
and  reports  the  prospects  encouraging. 

Boulder,  Iowa. — Rev.  D.  EL  Fulcason  took  this  field  December 
1st,  1888,  and  has  been  quite  successful. 

Braddock,  Pa. — The  mission  is  Braddock  and  Turtle  Creek ;  but 
each  congregation  should  have  more  service  than  now. 

Burlington,  N.  C. — This  mission  is  made  up  of  a  new  congrega- 
tion at  Burlington,  and  part  of  the  charge  formerly  served  by  Rev. 
6.  W.  Welker,  D.D.  Rev.  Jesse  Richards  took  charge  April  Ist, 
1889. 

Chamberaburg,  Pa. — ^Busy  building  a  much-needed  church.  The 
mission  has  shown  praiseworthy  activity  and  aeli-denial|  receiving 
but  little  help  from  abroad. 

Clearville,  Pa. — Vacant  all  the  year.  Supplied  during  the  sum- 
mer by  a  theological  student. 

Coneord,  N.  Q — Small  growth,  but  large  giving.  No  prospect  of 
early  self-support,  unless  by  reconstruction. 

Du  Boia,  Pa. — Slow  but  steady  improvement  A  small  debt 
which  the  mission  cannot  yet  pay  is  a  great  hindrance. 

Duneannon,  Pa. — New  hope  and  new  activity  have  been  awak- 
ened under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Miller,  who  took  charge  in 
April  last. 

Duahore,  Pa. — Vacant  all  the  year  with  loss.  A  new  pastor  just 
called. 

.  EasUm,  Pa. — A  parsonage  just  finished  is  a  long  step  towards 
self-support     Fair  progress.    A  united  and  active  people. 

Freeland,  Pa. — German  and  English.  Finances  better.  Many 
hindrances,  but  good  progress.  Two  missionary  societies  (adult  and 
youth)  organized. 

Harrtsville^  Fo.'^Building  a  church  in  this  weak  mission  was  a 
great  strain. 

Hastleton,  Pa. — ^A  church  lot  has  been  paid  for,  the  mission  rais- 
ing $1200.  For  a  church  they  must  now  have  aid  from  abroad. 
Very  encouraging. 
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Imogene,  Iowa, — Growth  slow,  and  likelj  to  continue  so  for  some 
time.  , 

lolOf  Kanmu, — Small  membership  and  few  additions ;  but  with 
better  times  in  view  the  prospects  are  brightening.  Rev.  J.  R. 
Skinner,  of  Michigan,  is  about  to  take  charge  of  the  mission,  Rev. 
Alt  going  to  Michigan. 

JaenfuUe^Pa. — ^This  mission  in  a  new  but  permanent  town  27  miles 
east  of  Pittsburgh,  was  organized  iti  April,  1889,  and  so«n  aller  was 
placed  in  charge  of  Rev.  N.  H.  Skjles.  Steps  have  been  taken 
towards  building  a  church  and  paying  something  for  pastor's 
salary. 

Johnstown,  Pa, — The  church  at  large  knows  the  calamity  which 
befell  this  mission.  But  much  yet  remains,  both  of  membership 
and  of  hope,  and  the  mission  must  be  helped  to  a  new  church. 

Kanaaa  (My^  Mo. — ^Vacant  from  April  15th,  1888,  to  July  1st, 
1889,  when  Rev.  C  A.  Santee  took  charge.  It  was  supplied  by 
Supt  Shuey,  on  alternate  Sundays ;  but  the  long  vacancy  was  a 
great  loss.  In  April  he  organized  a  missionary  society  with  23 
members. 

Laneaster,  Pa. — Steady  progress.  The  great  outlay  for  congrega- 
tional use  was  owing  to  the  enlargement  of  the  church,  which  now 
18  roomy  and  convenient 

LansdaUf  Pa, — After  receiving  aid  for  only  four  years  this  mis- 
»on  declared  itself  self-supporting  from  May  1st,  1889 — an  example 
of  self-helpfulness  to  all  missions. 

Lairobe,  Pa, — Very  unexpectedly  this  mission  now  declares  itself 
self-supporting  from  October  1st,  1889.  Pastor  Hartzell  has  had 
diarge  of  it  for  only  four  years,  and  has  done  a  work  deserving 
praise. 

Leighionj  Iowa. — ^Vacant  from  December  1st,  1888,  to  April  1st, 
1889,  when  pastor  Buser  took  charge.    Prospects  fair. 

Lidnm,  Iowa. — Rev.  D.  S.  Fouse  will  leave  October  1st,  1889,  to 
become  Superintendent  of  Missions  under  the  Board  of  Greneral 
Synod. 

Lisoombj  Iowa, — How  31  members  pay  $320  to  a  pastor  may  puz- 
zle many  eastern  people,  but  this  is  the  record  of  this  mission. 

Lock  Havenj  Pa, — In  May  last  this  mission  had  great  loss  through 
the  flood,  but  yet  its  prospects  are  good. 
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Mdquoketa,  Iowa, — ^Aid  for  this  mission  was  discontinued  a  jear 
ago ;  but  later  it  wa^  found  best  to  enroll  it  again,  with  Rev.  8.  P. 
Harrington  as  missionary,  from  February,  1889.  Many  things  are 
in  the  way  of  progress,  but  our  experienced  missionary  is  hopeful  of 
success. 

Marietta,  Pa. — According  to  the  action  of  the  Board  a  year  ago, 
this  mission  was  dropped  from  the  roll  in  March,  1889,  at  the  end 
of  Rev.  S.  F.  Laury's  pastorate. 

McKeesport,  Pa. — Since  October  1st,  1889,  this  congregation 
stands  alone,  Turtle  Creek  having  been  detached,  which  accounts 
for  change  of  figures. 

ML  Jackson,  Va. — ^Vacant  since  January  Ist,  1889. 

Napa^  Cal — Owing  to  various. causes  but  little  progress  has  been 
made  in  ten  years  past.  Hence  the  Board,  aAer  much  patience  and 
hope,  has  felt  obliged  to  drop  the  mission  from  the  roll. 

New  York^  N.  Y. — Under  an  oppressive  debt  Belonging  to  the 
Eastern  German  Board,  it  will  now  come  off  our  roll,  and  our  aid 
will  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  that  Board. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — This  mission,  after  passii/g  through  many 
changes  and  great  labors  during  many  years,  declares  itself  self- 
supporting  after  January  1st,  1890.  A  fine  location  and  a  desira- 
ble church,  but  the  Board  did  not  expect  self-support  so  soon. 

Phoenixville,  Pa, — Rev.  J.  R  Lewis  had  charge  from  November 
Ist,  1888,  to  June  15th,  1889. 

Plymouth,  Pa, — Progress  in  this  mining  town  is  slow,  even  under 
faithful  work. 

Reading,  Pa* — This  mission,  organized  March,  1884,  has  made 
rapid  progress,  and  is  very  near  self  support.  Nothing  hinders  it 
but  the  enlargement  of  the  church  now  in  progress 

Salemy  Oregon, — The  organization  of  a  German  Methodist  Church 
hinders  the  growth  of  this  mission. 

San  FrandaeOy  Cal — ^Vacant  since  February  1st,  1887.  The 
Board  has  agreed,  that  the  mission  shall  sell  its  property,  pay  its 
debts  and  dissolve  the  organization. 

Scotidale,  Pa. — Vacant  from  October  1st,  1888,  to  June  1st,  1889, 
when  Rev.  J.  H.  Mickley  took  charge. 

SeaUle,  W.  T. — Large  additions  give  new  hope;  but  for  various 
reasons  the  appropriation  cannot  yet  be  reduced. 
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Sioux  City,  Iowa. — ^The  larger  of  two  congregations  is  fourteen 
miles  from  the  city,  requiring  the  mi^ionary  to  preach  three  times 
and  drive  twenty-eight  miles  every  other  Sunday.  A  new  church 
has  been  built  in  the  city.     Good  prospects. 

Stafford,  Oregon. — The  alms  of  this  mission  should  be  noted  as  a 
good  eign  ;  but  growth  in  membership  has  been  slow.  Pastor  Lange 
does  much  work  also  in  neighboring  fields  that  call  for  help. 

^teelton.  Pa  — Work  was  begun  here  anew  by  Rev.  M.  H.  Sangrce, 
January  1st,  1889,  soon  after  which  the  congregation  was  reorgan- 
ized.    Prospects  very  good.     About  building  a  church. 

Stockton,  Cat. — Rev.  J.  B.  Braun  was  directed  to  leave  Albany, 
Or^on,  and  to  take  charge  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  which  he  did,  Novem- 
ber, 1888.  Prospects  have  long  been  poor;  and  as  this  (after 
dropping  Napa  City  and  San  Francisco)  is  our  only  mission 
in  California,  the  Board  has  felt  obliged  to  close  it  aAcr  April  1st, 
1890. 

Tvmbercille,  Va. — Weak  at  best,  a  vacancy  of  nearly  two  years 
has  been  quite  a  loss.  Rev.  J.  T.  Balliet  took  charge  June  Ist, 
1889. 

Topeka,  Kani^aB. — Owing  to  engagements  elsewhere,  but  mainly 
for  want  of  a  preaching-place,  Supt.  Shuey  had  to  discontinue  ser- 
vices here  ;  and  as  a  missionary  cannot  now  be  sent,  this  nnssion  has 
been  given  into  the  care  of  Kansas  Classis  and  the  Board  of  the 
Synod  of  the  Interior- 

Washington,  D  C — Vacant  since  May  1st,  1889.  Supplied 
during  the  summer  by  a  student  Prospects  good.  Rev.  A.  T.  G. 
Apple,  lately  commissioned,  will  soon  take  charge. 

Weit  Union,  Oregon, — Prospects  brightening,  but  growth  will  be 
slow. 

Whitewater,  Kansas  (twenty-two  miles  north  of  Wichita). — Sup- 
plied by  Supt  Shuey,  under  whose  care  the  congregation  was 
organized  and  a  church  built  The  Board  agrees  to  have  Cheney 
separated  from  W^ichita  and  united  with  this  mission,  forming  a  new* 
charge  to  be  under  the  care  of  Prof.  £.  L.  Kemp,  of  Wichita^  As 
this  charge  asks  no  aid,  Whitewater  will  now  be  dropped  from  the 
roll  and  referred  to  Wichita  Classis. 

TFtcAifa,  Kansas, — Hard  times  have  greatly  hindered  the  work  ; 
bat  yet  much  has  been  done  in  ever}*  way  towards  putting  this 
misaon  on  good  financial,  numerical  and  spiritual  basis. 
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Wilkinaburg,  Pa. — The  large  amount  for  congregatioDal  expenses 
was  paid  for  improving  the  church ;  but  ita  alms  also  are  large. 
Better  prospects  than  for  a  long  time. 

Williamsportf  Pa. — Vacant  from  April  Ist,  1889,  to  August  Ist, 
1889,  when  Rev.  Lewis  Robb  took  charge.  In  good  condition  and 
promising. 

Wilton  Junction,  Iowa, — Vacant  much  of  the  year.  Rev.  G.  C. 
Erb  took  charge  June  1st,  1889.  Not  in  good  condition,  but  may 
recover- 

Winchester,  Va — Vacant  since  April  let,  18:9,  and  all  services 
suspended  owing  to  various  causes.  The  trustees  have  borrowed 
$300,  with  which  to  repair  the  church,  in  hope  of  securing  the 
$4,000  claim  from  Congress. 

Woodberry,  Md, — Five  years'  faithful  work  have  given  us  a  good 
congregation,  whose  growth,  alma  and  self-helpfiilness  must  be 
noted. 

York,  Pa.  Under  Rev.  I.  N.  Peightel,  since  Oct.  Ist,  1889.  Good 
progress,  having  more  than  doubled  its  membership,  and  good  profh 
pects. 

REMARKS. 

1.  A  study  of  the  roll  shows  that  the  missions,  in  the  main,  are  in 
good  condition  ;  and  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all 
the  missions  lately  enrolled  are  in  large  and  growing  places. 

2.  Note  their  self-helpfulness.  The  60  missions,  with  5,560  com- 
municants, paid  for  congregational  expenses  $38,300,  averaging 
about  $7.00  a  member ;  and  for  benevolence  nearly  $3,500,  averag. 
ing  over  60  cents  a  member.  Of  the  latter  amount,  $1,300  were  for 
home  missions,  t.  e.  23  cents  a  member.  Whereas,  the  average  in 
the  Church  at  large  for  congregational  expenses  and  missions  is 
much  less  than  this. 

3.  Some  of  the  missions  have  been  on  the  roll  since  1874,  many 
for  about  ten  years,  with  very  small  reduction  of  appropriation 
The  experience  of  the  Board  shows  that  no  system  or  rule  of  yearly 
reduction  can  be  applied  to  all  alike,  because  there  are  so  many 
modifying  circumstances ;  but,  without  a  doubt,  many  missions  are 
upon  the  roll  too  long.  The  Board  a  year  ago  directed  the  Super- 
intendent to  issue  a  circular  to  the  missions,  urging  them  to  increase 
their  subscriptions  toward  the  support  of  their  pastors,  in  order 
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that  the  appropriation  of  the  Board  might  be  decreased.  An  exami- 
nation of  the  last  five  columns  of  the  statistical  table  shows  that  in  an- 
swer to  this  circular  very  few  of  the  missions  asked  for  less  than  they 
are  now  receiving ;  and  in  most  cases  a  reduction  would  affect  the  mis- 
sionary rather  than  the  people,  and  so  can  hardly  be  made,  Nowhere 
else  in  the  report  is  reference  made  to  the  hardships  and  manifold 
self-denials  patiently  endured  by  many  of  our  missionaries ;  but  the 
Church  should  know  that  some  of  her  most  faithful  servants  are 
bearing  great  burdens.  Will  not  thousands  of  our  people  show 
their  appreciation  of  this  by  larger  giving  to  this  work  ?  The  sal- 
ary of  many  missionaries  is  quite  too  small. 

*  4.  In  the  last  column  of  statistics,  where  no  appropriation  is 
named,  it  is  because  the  mission  is  either  vacant  or  dropped. 

5.  The  Board  has  pledged  to  the  Board  of  General  Synod  $350 
toward  the  support  of  a  missionary  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  $600  for  one 
at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  $100  for  one  at  Baker,  Kans. 

6,  The  Board  has  received  nearly  one  hundred  dollars  from  the 
Women's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod  toward  the  support 
of  the  missionary  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 

REY.  D.  B.  BHUET'B  WORK. 

A  year  ago  the  Board  directed  him  to  give  his  whole  time  to  gen- 
eral work,  making  the  Synod  of  the  Interior  his  field  The  experL 
encc  of  the  past  year  fully  justifies  this  arrangement.  Living  at 
Emporia,  he  occupies  the  parsonage  owned  by  the  Board,  and  also 
has  oversight  of  the  Church  property  there. 

During  the  yVar  he  preached  every  two  weeks  at  Kansas  City, 
31o.,  until  Rev.  C  A.  Santee  took  the  mission.  On  this  account,  in 
part,  he  gave  little  time  to  Topeka.  At  Ellii,  Kansas,  a  new  town 
on  the  Uuion  Pacific  Railroad,  he  found  twenty-two  members ;  and 
at  Wells,  Kansas,  he  has  a  class  of  catechumens  almost  ready  for 
confirmation,  and  preaches  every  six  weeks  in  a  school-house.  Otis, 
Rush  County,  Kansas,  is  a  mission  under  the  care  of  the  Board  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Interior,  with  Rev.  N.  Joss  as  pastor.  Here  the 
planning  and  building  of  a  parsonage  took  much  of  the  Superin- 
tendent's time.  So  in  planning  and  building  the  church  at  White- 
water, and  preaching  for  that  mission.  In  ten  months  past  he 
traveled  17.000  miles,  at  a  cost  of  $106,  paid  by  collections  where 
he  preached. 
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OUR    CHURCH-BUILDING    FUNDS. 


The  Plan — ^Two  years  ago  the  Board,  seeing  the  necessity  of 
having  money  on  hand  for  building  mission  churches,  to  be  used  as 
loans,  adopted  the  following  plan  for  holding  and  using  such 
Church-building  Funds : 

1.  Each  Fund  shall  be  at  least  $500. 

2.  It  shall  bear  a  distinct  name — that  of  the  giver  or  any  other 
name  he  may  choose,  approved  by  the  Board  of  Missions. 

3.  It  shall  be  under  the  care  and  control  of  this  Board. 

4.  It  shall  be  held  as  a  distinct  Fund ;  but  interest  paid  on  it 
from  time  to  time  shall  be  used  as  the  Board  may  see  fit 

5.  It  shall  be  used  only  for  the  building  of  churches  in  missions 
under  this  Board. 

6.  No  Fund,  and  no  part  of  any  Fund,  shall  be  a  gift  to  the 
mission ;  but  money  shall  always  be  loaned  on  iirst  mortgage,  payar 
ble  within  ten  years,  in  such  instalments  and  at  such  rate  of  interest 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Board  and  the  mission. 

Our  Nine  Funds, — On  this  plan  the  Board  now  holds  the  follow- 
ing-named Funds : 

1)  The  First  Special  Church-building  Fund.  This  was  made  up 
about  three  years  ago  of  $50  subscriptions  from  congregations,  mia- 
sionary  societies  and  individuals. 

2)  The  Virginia  Classis  Fund,  given  by  that  Classis  in  1887. 

8)  The  Edimauuers  Hanover  Church-building  Fund,  No.  1, 
given  by  the  Missionary  Society  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  in  1887. 

(These  three  Funds  were  loaned  to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Mission  in 
1888.) 

4)  The  Charles  Santee  Fund,  given  by  Elder  Charles  Santee,  of 
Philadelphia  in  1888,  and  the  same  year  loaned  to  the  Trustees  of 
Maryland  Classis  for  Faith  Mission,  Baltimore,  Md. 

6)  The  Catharine  Dietz  Fund,  given  in  1888  by  Elder  Jacob  Y. 
Dietz,  of  Philadelphia. 

6)  The  Missionary  Society  Church-building  Fund,  made  up  in 
1889  by  sixty  five  missionary  societies.  This  $1000  (all  the  other 
funds  are  $500)  came  from  the  following  Synods :  United  States, 
$368;  Pittsburgh,  $317;  Potomac,  $280;  Interior,  $20;  Ohio,  $15. 

7)  The  Emmanuers  Hanover  Fund,  No.  2,  given  by  the  Mia- 
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nonary  Society  of  Hanover,  Pa.,  in  1889.  This  h&s  lately  been 
loaned  to  the  Trustees  of  Maryland  Classis  foi;  the  mission  in  North- 
western Baltimore. 

8)  The  Malinda  M.  Acker  Fund,  given  in  1889  by  Mrs.  M.  M. 
Acker,  of  Uwchlan,  Chester  County,  Pa. 

9)  The  John  and  Hannah  Brownback  Fund,  given  in  1889  by 
Miss  Mary  M.  Brownback,  of  Uwcfitlm,  Chester  County,  Pa. 

In  addition  to  these  completed  Funds,  the  Women's  Missionary 
Society  of  Philadelphia  Classis  has  paid  $200  25  toward  a  Fund 
bearing  its  name.  Our  people  are  taking  great  interest  in  this  im- 
portant branch  of  the  work,  and  the  present  term  of  the  compact 
has  no  more  marked  feature  than  this  activity. 

We  mud  have  more  of  these  Funds. — The  Board  has  often  been 
greatly  embarrassed,  and  the  missions  have  suffered  loss,  by  the 
lack  of  money  for  building  mission  churches;  and  the  Board  has 
found  that  by  having  such  money  on  hand  to  be  used  when  most 
needed,  both  money  and  missions  are  saved.  Hence,  in  addition 
to  the  small  amounts  that  come  in  on  the  classical  apportionments 
for  church-building,  which  have  always  been  too  small  for  the 
growing  work  of  the  Board,  we  are  now  trying  to  secure  these 
special  Church-building  Funds,  so  that  missions  may  be  promptly 
helped  when  they  most  need  help,  and  the  Church  at  large  be  saved 
from  loss. 

•The  plan  on  which  these  Funds  are  held  and  used,  being  both 
simple  and  safe,  commends  itself  to  the  judgment  of  business  men, 
and  has  their  confidence ;  and  we  again  call  the  attention  of  pastors 
and  people  to  this  important  interest  Several  more  of  our  newly- 
enrolled  missions  must  have  timely  help  in  building  their  churches ; 
and  what  more  beautiinl  monument  is  there  than  such  a  Fund, — 
a  lasting  memorial  and  an  abiding  source  of  good?  While  the 
Board  makes  grateful  acknowledgment  of  what  has  already  been 
done,  we  plead  for  the  establishment  of  many  more  of  these  Church- 
building  Funds. 

EDITOBIAL  WORK. 

The  Befarmed  Missionary  Herald  has  been  published,  as  before, 

under  the  editorial  control  of  the  Executive  Council.    In  a  few 

months  this  paper  will  complete  its  ninth  year.    The  circulation  for 
4 
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four  years  paat  baa  been  onlj  about  5000  copies  a  month, — ^Far  too 
■mall  for  the  work  it  ie  intended  to  do.  The  circulation  should  be 
at  lea&t  doubled,  and  during  another  year,  by  the  help  of  pastom 
and  others,  we  hope  to  do  this.  It  will  continue  to  be  published  as 
heretofore. 

TBANBFEB  OF  OUR  PACIFIC  COAST  MISSIONS. 

In  1887  the  Board  proposed  a  transfer  of  our  Pacific  Coast  Mis- 
dons  to  a  German  Board,  on  stated  terms,  and  the  Synods  approved 
this  action.  The  offer  was  then  made,  first  to  the  Board  of  the 
Northwestern  and  the  Central  Synods,  and  later  to  the  Board  of 
the  German  Synod  of  the  Ea^t ;  but  both  Boards  reluctantly  de- 
clined the  offer  on  the  terms  stated,  and  our  Board  will  now  keep 
the  Pacific  Coast  Missions  under  its  own  care. 

OUB  INCOME. 

Beference  to  the  Treasurer's  Report  shows  that  our  income  thia 
year  is  917,995,  only  a  little  more  than  that  of  last  year.  Without 
a  doubt  it  was  considerably  affected  by  the  great  floods  of  last  May^ 
The  aim  of  the  Board  and  the  pride  of  the  Church  should  be  to 
have  the  work  on  a  cash  basis.  As  the  new  missions  enrolled  this 
year  will  cost  much  more  than  those  dropped  from  the  roll,  the 
Board  must,  during  the  coming  year,  have  still  larger  income.  In 
brief,  the  work  of  1890  will  cost  about  $4000  more  than  that  of  tho 
past  year^  We  trust  that  pastors  and  people  will  appreciate  thia 
&ct. 

THE  AMOUNT  NEEDED  FOR  THE  COMING  YEAB. 

For  four  years  past  the  Board  has  asked  from  the  Church  the 
game  amount,  namely,  $22,000  for  missions,  and  $5000  for  church- 
building;  but  this  year  we  must  ask  for  a  larger  sum.  Our  growing 
work  demands  more  money.  Never  has  the  Board  had  a  better 
roll,  and  never  has  the  Church  had  so  much  interest  in  missions. 
For  the  work  of  the  comiug  year,  therefore,  the  Board,  with  faith 
in  God  and  with  confidence  in  our  Reformed  people,  aaks  ibr 
$24,000  for  missions,  and  $5000  for  church-building,  as  follows : 

For  Missiona:  Synod  of  the  United  States,  $13,000;  Synod  of 
Pittsburgh,  $4500 ;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $6500. 

for  Churohbuilding :  Synod  of  the  United  States,  $2500;  Synod 
of  Pittsburgh,  $1000;  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  $1500. 
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IMPOBTAirr  FTOURES. 

The  following  statement  should  be  carefully  studied : 

Cash  on  hand  September  18th,  1888 $1,681 

Beoei Ted  daring  the  missionary  year 17^995 

Paid  ont  during  the  missionary  year 17,767 

Cash  on  hand  September  2l8t,  1889 1,800 

Due  the  missionaries  to  October  1, 1889 4,700 

Money  borrowed  four  and  six  years  ago 2,000 

Low  estimated  cost  of  the  work  next  year 20,000 

Adding  the  last  three  items  and  deducting  the  cash  on  band 
shows  the  amount  absolutely  necessary  for  the  work  for  the  year 
begbning  October  Ist,  1889,  namely,  $24,900. 

A  SIMPLE  FLAH. 

In  view  of  the  &ct  that  so  much  money  is  needed  f(>r  our  pros- 
perous work,  a  simple  plan  for  raising  a  large  sum  was  proposed 
and  approved  by  the  Board,  namely,  the  Superintendent  is  author- 
ized and  directed  to  try  to  secure  one  thotuand  ten-dollar  wbdcrip- 
tians  from  individuals^  not  to  be  credited  on  the  apportionment,  but 
as  special  offerings  for  the  work.  Surely  this  can  be  done  in  the  eight 
hundred  congregations  of  the  three  Synods.  May  God  move  pas- 
tors and  people  to  prompt  and  faithful  help  in  this  new  effort  to  put 
our  finances  in  good  condition. 

A    Brr  OF    HIBTOBT. 

At  the  close  of  another  term  of  the  tri-synodic  compact  it  is  nat- 
ural to  look  back  over  the  way  by  which  we  have  come.  This  tri- 
synodic  plan  grew  out  of  the  unfortunate  divisions  in  the  Church, 
owing  to  which  the  Board  of  General  Synod  found  it  impossible  to 
carry  forward  the  work,  and  so  in  1873  transferred  its  missions  to 
Boards  of  the  District  Synods.  Three  of  these,  the  United  States, 
the  Pittsburgh  and  the  Potomac,  united  in  a  Joint-Board,  and  now 
for  four  terms  of  four  years  each  this  Tri-synodic  Board  has  success- 
fully carried  forward  the  missions  under  its  care. 

The  four  terms  were  1874  to  1877 ;  1878  to  1881 ;  1?82  to  1886 ; 
1886  to  1889. 
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The  Superintenderds  during  these  terms  wfere :  Rev.  P.  K.  Levaa ; 
Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D. ;  Rev.  Theodore  Appel,  D.D. ;  Rev, 
A.  C.  Whitmer. 

I%e  tiicome  of  these  four  terms  for  missions  and  church-huilding 
(not  including  legacies)  was:  $36,000  ;  $46.000 ;  $66,000;  $80,000. 

The  average  number  of  missions  for  each  term  was  :  37, 38, 59,  58. 

Legacies. — During  the  last  four  years  the  Board  has  received  tte 
following  legacies:  John  Lerch,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  $2,375;  Mrs, 
Anna  K.  Uhler,  Manheim,  Pa.,  $950 ;  Miss  Nancy  M.  McClellan, 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  $1,442;  J.  Welker,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa., 
$4,167 ;  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Zimmerman,  Frederick  Co.,  Md.,  $95 ;  Mrs. 
Susannah  Johnston,  Franklin  Co.,  Pa.,  $75 ;  Solomon  Bressler. 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  $95;  Nicholas  Gruber,  Martinsburg,  Pa.^ 
$1876. 

THREE  VACANT    8EA1B. 

The  Board  deeply  feels  the  solemn  call  of  God  that  comes  to  us 
in  the  death  of  three  of  its  members  during  the  past  year :  Rev. 
George  Wolf,D.D.,  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder  and  Eev.  I.  K.  Loos, 
D  D.,  and  we  humbly  pray  for  grace  and  guidance  that  we  too  may 
be  faithful  even  unto  death.  A  suitable  minute  has  been  entered 
upon  the  record  of  the  Board. 

FINK. 

Seeing,  now,  that  our  work  is  in  good  condition,  that  the  present 
roll  deserves  the  hearty  confidence  of  the  Church,  and  that  the 
newly  enrolled  missions  will  add  much  to  our  outlay,  we  confidently 
look  to  the  Church  for  a  larger  income ;  and  while  we  thank  God  for 
the  bright  outlook,  we  also  pray  for  Hb  continued  blessing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C  Whitmer, 

Superintendent  of  MUsum*^ 

m.  repobt  of  the  tbeasubeb  of  missions. 
lb  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  ^ 

The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  lay  before  you  his  sixteenth  annual 
report  of  the  state  of  the  finances  during  the  year  beginning  September 
19, 1888,  and  ending  September  24. 1889. 

Moneys  were  received  and  payments  made  for  Home  Mlasiona,  Chare  K 
Building,  &c.,  during  the  year,  as  follows,  vix. : 
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BECEIPTS  FOR  HOME  MISSIONS. 

Sfffiodo/the  United  Slates, 


ClasBu  of  Philadelphia I  640  43 

Tohickon 936  61 

Goshenhoppen...  1,359  47 
£.  Pennsylvania    599  00 

Lebanon 824  21 

Schuylkill 1,143  23 

Lancaster 760  44 


u 
a 
« 
u 
u 


Clasflis  of  E.  Susquehanna  $  532  04 
W.Susquehanna    578  38 

Lehigh 1,210  25 

Wyoming 696  94 


u 
It 


Total $9,279  00 


Synod  of  the  Potomac, 


ClasHis  of  Maryland $1,222  84 

Merceraburg 629  81 

Juniata 1,100  48 

Carlisle 246  36 

Zion's 280  04 

Gettysburg. 460  81 

Virginia 853  64 


it 
« 
tt 
it 


Classis  of  North  Carolina..  291  25 

Iowa. 47  87 

Portland-Oregon  91  88 

San  Francisco...  26  00 


Total $4,751  43 


Classis  of  Saint  Paul 4  22  37 

"        Westmoreland..,  37  77 

•*        Allegheny 5  00 

Clarion 20  00 


Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

Treasurer  of  Synod.., 3,417  80 


tt 


Totel $3,502  94 


tt 
tt 
tt 


Miscellaneous  Sources, 

• 

Received  interest  on  "Gerhart  Legacy" $    12  00 

"         Loans 117  10 

"       of  Ida  V.  Missemer 1  00 

"       Rents  of  Perkiomen  Seminary 65  00 

of  the  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  General  Synod..    105  00 

Legacy  of  Susan  Johnston 75  00 

'^      Solomon  Breasler 95  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  19, 1888 1,581  95 

Total  from  miscellaneous  sources $2,042  80 

Total  from  all  sources : $19,576  17 

DISBUBSEMEirrB. 

Orders  of  the  Board  paid  by  the  Treasurer  during  the  year....  $15,384  62 

Orders  paid  by  the  Treasurer  of  Pittsburgh  Synod 2,382  30 

Babince  in  the  Treasury  September  24,  1889 1,809  25 

ToUl ; $19,576  17 

Church  Building  Funds,  Dr. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  19,  1888 $683  88 

Received  for  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Mission,  from  Somer- 
set Classis $16  00 


'f 
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From  Schuylkill  Glassis f  10  00 

From  Maryland  Classia 43  40 

From  Philadelphia  Claasis... 16  00 

From  Carlisle  Olaaeis 6  00 

From  Lebanon  Classia 1  25—     90  65 

Beceived  for  Wichita,  Kans.,  Mission,  from  Zion'a 

Claasis 6  UO 

From  Lebanon  Classis., 1  25—       6  25 

Received  for  DuBois  Mission  from  Schuylkill  Claasis*.  5  00 

Keceived  from  Zion's  Classis  for  Hazleton  Mission...        5  00 

For  Newton  N.  C,  Mission 6  00 

For  Lock  Haven  Mission 6  00 —     15  00 

Beceived  for  Church  building  in  Baltimore  from 

Mercersburg  Classis 60  00 

From  Gettysburg  Classis 10  00 

From  Carlisle  Classis 17  25 

From  Zion's  Classis 30  00—    117  25 

Beceived  per  Jesse  Bollinger,  Treasurer  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Emanuel  Reformed  Church  of 
Hanover,  Pa.,  (to  be  loaned  to  N.  W.  Baltimore 

Mission) 500  00 

Beceived  per  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  from  Mary  M. 
Brownback,  to  constitute  a  Church  Building  Fund 
to  be  known  as ''  The  John  and  Hannah  Brownback 

Church-building  Fund" 500  00 

Received  per  Rev.  A.  C. Whitmer,  from  Miss  Malinda 
M.  Acker,  to  constitute  "  The  Malinda  M.  Abker 

Church-building  Fund" 500  00 

Received  per  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  from  the  Wo- 
men's Missionary  Society  of  Philadelphia  Classis 
towards  constituting  ''The  Women^s  Missionary 
Society,  of  Philadelphia  Classis  Church-building 

Fund  ^' 200  25 

Received  per  Rev.  A.  C. Whitmer,  contributions  from 
sundry  Missionary  Societies,  to  constitute  a  "  Mis- 

BionaiV  Church-building  Fund" 1.000  OO 

Receivea  per  John  W.  Bickel,  attorn ey-at-law,  the 
sum  realized  from  the  final  disposition  of  the  "  Wel- 

ker  Legacy  Mortgage"... 4,167  75 

Beceived  peir  Rev.  F.  A.  Rupley.  D.  D.,  Treasurer  of 
Juniata  Classis,  the  legacy  of  the  late  Elder  Nicho- 
las Gruber  (less  expenses  incurred) 1,S76  62 

Beceived  during  the  year  for  Church-building  pur- 
poses in  general,  viz. : 

From  Classis  of  Lancaster 134  59 

Philadelphia 10  00 

"  "         Goshenhoppen 2&  00 

"  "         E.  Pennsylvania 96  00 

*'  "         Tohickon 128  07 

"  "         W.  Susquehanna. 16148 

"  "         Schuylkill 158  35—   716  49 

"  '•         Mercersburg 63  00 

"  "         Gettysburg 68  00 
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From  Claflsis  of  Juniata. $197  00 

"           "         Zion 68  75 

"           "         North  Carolina 8  60 

"        Carlisle 104  37 

"           "         Maryland 28  00 

Virginia 10  00—    627  62 

•'           "         Somerset 60  00 

•'         Kansas 10  00 

Received  on  account  of  a  balance  due  the  Board  by  the 
Synod  of  the  United  States  on  a  certain  Bond,  viz. : 

From  ClaHHis  of  Goshen hoppen 22  00 

'*           "         W.  Susquehanna 11  91 

"           '*         E.  Pennsylvania 82  00 

"           *'         Lancaster 18  36 

"           "         Schuylkill 10  00 

"         Tohickon 28  00 

'•           "         Wyoming? JS  00—    125  26 

Beceived  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis  for  the  relief 

of  the  Bohemian  Church 30  00 

Total  from  all  souroes $11,122  02 

Paid  out  during  the  year,  viz. :  C&. 

To  Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey,  for  painting  parsonage  at  Em-* 
poria,  Kans $100  00 

Paid  Rev.  F.  Fox,  for  the  use  of  Martha  Memorial 
Church  of  New  York 60  00 

Paid  Rev.  George  H.  Johnston,  D.D.,  for  the  use  of 
the  Church  of  the  Strangers,  pursuant  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  Synod  of  the  United  States 679  60 

Paid  Rev.  F.  Wetzel,  contributions  received  for 
Sioux  City  Mission.....^ 89  40 

Paid  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer  of  Maryland  Clas- 
sis,  amount  received  from  Mercersburg  Classis  for 
Church-building  in  Baltimore 60  00 

Loan  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Fremell.  secured  by  a  mort- 
gage on  three  houses  in  Harrisburg,  Pa 2.200  00 

Loan  to  John  R.Hamilton,  secured  by  a  judgment...  1,000  00 

Loan  to  Grace  Reformed  Church,  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
secured  by  a  mortgage 2,000  00 

Loan  to  Mission  in  N.  W.  Baltimore 600  00 

Loan  to  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel,  secured  by  ample  collaterals, 
payable  on  demand 2,000  00 

Paid  to  Lock  Haven  Mission 6  00 

Paid  to  Hazleton  Mission 6  00 

Paid  to  Wichito  Mission 6  00 

Paid  to  Rev.  A.  M.  Schmidt,  for  N.  W.  Baltimore 
Mission 80  00 

Paid  to  Dr.  J.  C.  Clapp,  for  use  of  Newton,  N.  C, 
Mission 6  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  24, 1889..... 2,488  12  $11,122  02 

Respectfully  submitted,  Wm.  H.  Ssibebt,  IVeantrer, 
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^  We,  the  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Mia- 
aions  of  the  Beformed  Church  in  the  United  States  to  audit  the  account 
of  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer  of  said  Board,  respectfully  report  that  we 
have  attended  to  the  duty  enjoined  upon  us,  and  find  the  Treasurer's 
account  correct  (with  two  immaterial  discrepancies),  with  balances  in 
the  seyeral  funds  as  stated  therein,  namely : 

For  Missions— General  Fund $1,809  26 

For  Church  Building 2,483  12 

The  Superintendent,  Rev.  Whitmer,  stated  that  the  securities  named 
in  the  Report  of  the  Church-Building  Fund  are  all  in  his  possession, 
excepting  the  mortgage  for  the  $500  Joaned  to  the  mission  in  N.  W. 
Baltimore,  which,  he  informs  us,  is  in  the  Recorder's  Office  for  record. 

D.  S.  Keller,       ] 

J.  A.  HoFFHEiNS,  >  Auditing  Committee, 

Lewis  Reit£b.     j 

LanGoster^  Pa.^  SepPemher  26, 1889. 

IV.    SECRETAKY's  report  to  the  board  of  00MHIBSI0NEB8  FOR 

FOREIGN   MISSIONS. 

To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed   Church  in  jhe  United  States :  Dear 
Fathers  and  Brethren : 

6od*s  gracious  work  of  sowing  and  reaping  continues  in  Japan. 
The  growth  of  the  work  there  has  been  simply  marvellous.  The 
summary  of  our  own  Mission  for  the  past  year  shows  a  steady  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  converts  and  in  the  offerings  for  benev- 
olence. 

The  Board  realizes  the  solemnity  of  the  hour,  and  feels  the  need 
of  entire  consecration  to  the  service  of  the  Lord,  if  His  work  b  to  be 
done  with  credit  to  ourselves,  with  justice  to  the  Japanese,  and  with 
the  honor  due  His  name. 

Our  Mission  is  no  longer  an  experiment ;  it  is  a  success.  Our 
Missionaries  occupy  an  important  place  in  the  missionary  operations 
of  Japan,  and  they  enjoy  the  full  confidence  of  the  best  people  of 
Bendai.  It  is  therefore  of  the  highest  importance  that  they  should 
be  sustained,  not  only  by  the  prayers,  but  also  by  the  contributions 
of  our  people.  The  extraordinary  expenses  incurred  last  (fiscal) 
year,  in  the  erection  of  the  Girls'  School  building,  and  two  dwelling- 
houses  un  our  property  in  Sendai,  have  been  met,  but  these  have  de- 
pleted our  treasury  and  for  the  first  time  in  our  history,  we  have 
been  unable  to  transmit,  the  amount  due  them  for  their  salary. 
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This  fiiiluTe  to  meet  our  obligations  makes  apparent  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  immediate  measures  to  replenish  the  treasury. 

Since  my  last  report  to  your  Reverend  body  a  number  of  changes 
have  taken  place  in  our  foreign  missionary  work,  which  are  set 
forth  at  length  in  the  accompanying  letter  to  the  pastors  and  members 
of  the  Church.  From  it  the  Reverend  Synod  will  gather  the  follow* 
ing  facts  which  merit  favorable  action. 

The  Board  is  anxious  to  send  a  suitable  tea4!her  for  the  Training 
School,  as  soon  as  the  contributions  of  the  Church  will  warrant  it 
Men  who  have  made  the  work  of  missions  in  Japan  a  careful  study 
are  agreed  that  the  triumph  of  the  Gospel  there  depends  upon  tlie 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  by  the  ncUive  converts. 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  work  of  training  young  men  for 
the  ministry  is  by  fiur  the  most  fruitiul  and  permanent  method  of 
doing  missionary  work  in  Japan.  A  good  native  minister  can 
preach  more  eloquently  and  make  more  converts  than  almost  any 
one  of  the  foreign  missionaries  ;  he  preaches  in  his  mother  tongue, 
understands  his  own  people  better,  becomes  more  intimate  with 
them,  and  has  more  influence  over  them.  All  this,  however,  pre- 
supposes the'  direct  personal  contact  of  the  native  evangelist  with 
the  foreign  missionary.  By  training  native  young  men,  the  mission- 
ary multiplies  himself  manifold. 

He  makes  eanveri-makera ;  and  if  he  makes  twelve  eflicient  con- 
vert-makers he  does  better  than  if  he  would  make  a  hundred  con- 
verts." 

In  view  of  these  indisputable  facts,  the  Church  should  promptly 
furnish  the  Five  Thousand  Dollars  necessary  for  the  New  Training 
School  Building.  It  is  an  urgent  need  that  the  erection  of  the 
Seminary  building  b^in  early  in  1890,  the  time  of  the  formal 
adoption  of  the  new  constitution  of  Japan.  Upon  the  Church  at 
home  devolves  the  solemn  responsibility  to  extend  the  usefulness  of 
this  very  important  department  of  Christian  work.  Let  it  be  the 
subject  of  much  fervent  prayer  and  liberal  giving. 

Allow  me  to  refer  to  the  efforts  that  are  being  made  to  secure  the 
money  for  the  "  Oshikawa  Memorial  Building/'  Rev.  W.  £.  Hoy 
offers  five  prizes  to  the  Sunday-School  scholars  raising  the  five  high- 
est sums  of  money,  by  soliciting  contributions  of  five  cents  a  person. 
The  list  of  names  and  the  money  must  be  sent  to  Hon.  R.  F.  Kel- 
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ker,  Harrisbnrg,  Pa.,  not  later  than  January  1,  1890.  A  sketch  of 
Rev.  M.  Oshikawa,  the  pioneer  native  missionary  in  the  north  of 
Japan,  and  at  present  on  a  visit  to  America,  will  soon  be  ready  for 
sale  and  the  profits  thereof  will  be  applied  to  the  Seminary  Fund. 
If  our  pastors  and  elders  will  give  their  friendly  aid  to  these  pro- 
jects, the  sum  oifive  thousand  dollars  can  be  realized. 

Providence  permitting,  the  Board  expects  the  Rev.  M.  Oshikawa 
to  visit  the  several  Synods  at  their  annual  meetings.  He  came  to 
this  country  in  March  of  the  present  year,  to  find  the  rest  he  so 
much  needs  and  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  richer  experience  in 
grace  and  truth.  We,bespeak  for  him  a  cordial  welcome  everywhere. 

D£AR  Brethren  :  Religion  in  Japan  is  the  burning  topic  of  the 
day.  The  people  will  have  some  kind  of  religion.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  about  the  having  or  not  having  a  religion.  The 
question  of  present  interest  is.  What  kind  of  religion  shall  it  hef 
Christianity,  Buddhism  and  Scepticism  are  the  three  rival  forces  at 
work  for  the  mastery.  From  the  tidings  that  come  to  us  from  the 
missionaries  on  the  field,  we  may  infer  that  the  contest  will  be  a 
fierce  but  brief  one.  A  few  years  will  determine  the  issue.  If 
Christianity  fails  to  triumph  in  the  conflict,  the  censure  will  rest 
upon  us. 

Experience  has  taught  us  that  the  membership  of  the  Church  do 
not  ordinarily  go  beyond  their  pastors  and  elders  in  zeal  and  activity, 
in  knowledge  and  liberality.  Our  people  need  more  light  on  the 
subject  of  missions,  and  they  look  to  us  for  it.  In  charges  where 
the  Church  paper  is  not  a  regular  visitor  in  every  family,  the  pas- 
tor should  tell  the  people  of  the  work  from  the  pulpit,  and  in  his 
pastoral  visitations,  and  thus  awaken  an  interest  in  missions.  Every 
pastor  who  is  conversant  with  the  progress  of  missions  has  the  fuel  in 
his  hands  wherewith  to  enkindle  the  fire  of  missions  in  the  most 
indifierent  hearts.  He  is  the  great  medium  through  which  the 
wants  of  the  missionaries  are  to  be  made  known,  the  mouth-piece  for 
heathendom  as  it  pleads  with  Christianity. 

In  order  that  we  as  a  Church,  may  share  in  the  joy  of  gathering 
the  large  harvest  of  souls  for  Christ  in  Japan,  we  must  be  up  and 
doing.  The  missionaries  ask  for  our  prayers ;  they  crave  our  sym- 
pathy ;  they  need  our  help.  The  Board  earnestly  pleads  for  more 
money  to  prosecute  the  work. 
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Give  us  the  meaas  and  we  will  cheer  your  heart  with  the  glad 
tidiogB  of  the  progress  of  the  Guapel  amoDg  a  people  who  are  not  yet 
the  people  of  God.  God's  word  caDDot  be  broken.  God's  cause 
will  prevail.  The  crowns  of  rejoicing  will  appear  when  they  and 
we  shall  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  Eternal.  God  be  with  ua  until 
we  meet,  then,  for  His  name's  sake. 

Yours  in  the  Gospel, 

Allen  R.  Babtholouew,  Seeretary. 
Potlaville,  Pa.,  September  30, 1889. 


V.   BEPOBT  OS    MCeiONB. 


The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  presented  its  report  on 
Saturday.  The  report  waa  taken  up,  item  by  item,  and  finally 
adopted. 
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The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  would  report  as  follows : 

J.  Documents  Referred  to  it. 

The  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Treasurer's  report  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

The  copy  of  action  of  the  Potomac  Synod  on  Missions,  relating 
to  Tri-Synodic  Board. 

A  statement  from  the  clerk  of  said  Synod  that  Rev.  A.  C. 
Whitmer  has  been  re-elected  superintendent. 

A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  of  the 
General  Synod. 

A  statement  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  General 
Synod. 

An  item  from  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  relating  to  the  Ursinos 

Union. 

IL  Home  Missions. 

From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missiona  we  learn  these 
facts: 

That  the  work  under  the  care  of  the  Board  has  been  fairly  pros- 
perous during  the  past  year. 

That  the  number  of  Missions  is  about  the  same  as  last  year,  and 
the  income  of  the  Board  a  little  more. 

That  there  are  now  nine  church  building  funds,  of  $500  each, 
several  having  been  added  since  the  last  meeting  of  Synod. 

That  the  Board  authorized  and  directed  the  Superintendent  of 
Missions  to  secure  one  thousand  ten  dollar  subscriptions  from  indi- 
viduals, not  to  be  credited  on  apportionments,  but  to  be  considered 
as  special  offerings  for  the  general  work. 

That  for  the  proper  carrying  forward  of  the  work  of  Missions 
during  the  CDming  year,  the  Board  asks  from  the  three  Synods  the 
sum  of  $24,000,  and  requests  this  Synod  to  assume  813,000  of  tHis 
amount ;  and  also  for  church  building  fund  $2,500. 

And  that  three  members  of  the  Board,  who  were  also  members 
of  this  Synod,  Rev.  George  Wolff,  D.D.,  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Snyder 
and  Rev  L  K.  Lk>os,  D.D  ,  have  been  called  from  us  by  the  hand 
of  death. 
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The  Board  of  MmionB  calls  attention  to  the  following  items,  and 
recommends  favorable  action  on  them : 

1)  The  continuance  of  the  Tri-Synodic  Compact  for  carrying 
forward  the  work  of  Missions  for  another  term  of  four  years. 

2)  Items  relating  to  the  general  good  of  the  cause,  viz. : 
The  establishment  of  additional  church  building  funds. 

The  larger  circulation  of  the  Mudonary  Herald  in  the  Sunday 
schools  and  congregations. 

The  introduction  of  a  Mission  day  in  our  Sunday-schools. 

The  importance  of  bringing  home  the  classical  apportionments  to 
the  individual  members» 

3)  The  Synods  are  asked  to  enlarge'the  Executive  Council  from 
four  to  six  members. 

4)  The  Board  submits  by  nomination  the  name  of  Sev.  A.  C. 
Whitmer  for  re-election  as  Superintendent  of  Misdions  for  another 
term. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  we  learn  that  the  total  in- 
come of  the  fioard,  including  balance  in  Treasury  of  $1581.95. 

Was  daring  the  past  year $19,576  17 

Total  disbnrsements 17,766  92 

Leaving  a  balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  of. $1,809  25 

The  adion  of  the  Potomac  Synod  makes  known  that  said  Synod 
has  voted  in  favor  of  continuing  the  present  Tri-Synodic  Compact 
for  another  term  of  four  years,  unless  the  Synods  interested  in  the 
meantime  order  otherwise. 

Also  that  it  has  re-elected  the  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  to  the  Super- 
intendency  of  Missions. 

In  view  of  all  the  fiicts  before  us,  and  of  the  action  of  this 
Synod  one  year  ago,  at  Norristown,  on  this  general  subject,  your 
committee  submits  the  following : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  manifest  blessing  of  Almighty  Ood  upon 
the  Missionary  work  of  the  Synod  is  hereby  gratefully  acknowl- 
edged, and  we  pray  for  a  continuance  of  His  favor. 

2.  Reaolvedf  That  we  sympathize  with  the  efforts  made  to  unify 
our  Home  Mission-work  under  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod  ,* 
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but  in  view  of  the  fact,  that  the  neoessarj  agencies  for  carrying 
forward  our  operations  successfully  are  not  yet  fully  provided  for, 
and  in  view  also  of  possible  legal  complications  that  might  arise, 
we  prefer  not  to  make  an  immediate  transfer  of  our  Missions,  and 
therefore  we  hereby,  resolve  to  continue  the  Tri-Synodic  Compact 
for  another  term  of  four  years,  unless  in  the  meantime  the  Synod 
order  otherwise. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $13,000  for  Missions  and  $2,500 
for  church  building  fund  be  assessed  as  follows : 

CLASSES.  Mi*-  ChvKh 

dom.  Baild- 

East  Pennsylvania $1340  $250 

Philadelphia 600  170 

Lebanon 1755  330 

Lancaster 835  160 

East  Susquehanna 825     '       160 

West  Susquehanna. 825  150 

Ooshenhoppen 1240  230 

Tohickon 1240  220 

Lehigh 1800  360 

Schuylkill 1765  330 

Wyoming 825  160 

Total $13,000        $2500 

4)  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Nominations  be  instructed 
to  put  fourteen  names  in  nomination  for  members  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  for  another  term. 

5)  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  heartily  endorses  the  plan  of  the 
Board  to  raise  one  thousand  ten  dollar  contributions,  in  addition  to 
the  regular  apportionments. 

6)  Resolved,  That  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  be  requested  to  take 
such  action  as  will  lead  to  the  endowment  of  additional  church 
building  funds  by  the  Missionary  Societies  and  by  individual  mem- 
bers of  the  Churches. 

7)  Resolved,  That  the  Classes  be  urged  to  take  suitable  action 
on  the  following  items : 


63 

(a).  The  larger  circalation  of  the  Misswnary  Herald  in  the 
Bunday-schoolfl  and  oongregatioiiB. 

(6).  The  adoption  of  specific  days  in  our  Sunday-schools  for 
making  ofierings  to  the  cause  of  Missions. 

8)  Resolved^  That  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  be  requested  to 
enlarge  the  Executive  Council  from  four  to  six  members. 

9)  ReMhedf  That  the  Rey.  A.  C.  Whitmer  be,  and  hereby  is, 
re  elected  Superintendent  of  Missions^  according  to  the  terms  of 
Besolution  relating  to  the  Tri-Synodic  Compact 

10)  Beaolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  pleasure  that  the 
TJrsinus  Union,  in  the  interests  of  harmony  and  unification,  discon- 
tinued its  Missionary  operations. 

IIL  Foreign  Misaionsm 

The  statement  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  Training  School  at  Sendai,  Japan,  and  also  to  the  fact 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Board  have  unfortunately  been  larger  of 
late  than  its  income,  and  that  it  stands  in  pressing  immediate  need 
of  funds  to  pay  existing  obligations — ^at  least  two  thousand  dollars 
being  wanted  at  once.  We  therefore  ofier  the  following  resolutions 
as  the  sense  of  this  Synod  in  the  case. 

Beaolvedy  That  we  rejoice  and  give  unfeigned  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty God,  that  He  has  opened  the  gates  of  Japan  so  wide  for 
the  entrance  of  the  Gospel,  and  has  so  abundantly  crowned  our- 
own  work  in  bringing  the  blessings  of  Christianity  to  that  people. 

Beiolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  efibrt  of  the  Board  to  estab. 
lish  permanently  a  Theological  Training  School  at  Sendai,  and  are 
thankful  for  the  results  it  has  already  accomplished. 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  to  the  hearty  support  of  our 
Classes,  ministers  and  people,  the  aforesaid  Theological  Training 
School  at  Sendai;  and  also  the  claims  of  our  Foreign  Mission 
work  generally;  and  especially  ask  immediate  hearty  efforts  on 
the  part  of  our  congregations  and  members  to  relieve  the  Board 
from  the  threatened  embarrassment,  and  to  enable  it  to  go  forward 
vigorously  with  the  work  in  hand. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  K.  Levan,  Chairman. 
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The  following  persons  have  been  elected  as  the  members  of  the 
Eastern  Synod,  on  the  Tri- Synodic  Board  of  Home  Missions,  for 
the  term  of  four  years : 

Rev.  Jno,  A.  Peters,  D.D.,  Danville,  Pa.;  Saml.  Q.  Wagner, 
D.D.,  AUentown,  Pa. ;  Rev.  C.  S. .  Gerhard,  Reading,  Pa. ;  Rev. 
E.  N.  Kremer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Rev.  Thos.  J.  Hacker,  Shamo- 
kin,  Pa.;  Elder  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  and  Elder 
Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Hummelstown,  Pa. 

Rev.  A.  Carl  Whitmer,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  has  been  elected  by 
this  Synod  as  Superintendent  of  the  Board  of  Missions  for  the  term 
of  four  years. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Sjmod,  and  also 
the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  Both 
Reports,  save  the  item  having  reference  to  the  filling  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  Board,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
item  pertaining  to  an  election  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Nominations.    The  following  are  the  reports : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed    Church  in  the    Untied 
States: 

Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren  : — Your  Board  of  Trustees, 
which  met  in  Reading  on  last  Monday  (October  14,  1889),  in- 
structed the  President  of  the  Board  to  communicate  its  different 
actions  to  your  Reverend  Body. 

Ist.  The  term  of  office  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz  expires  on  De- 
cember 31,  1889.  The  Board  nominated  Rev.  Henry  Moaser,  of 
Reading,  of  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill,  and  Rev.  Sam.  A.  Leinbach, 
of  Reading,  of  Lebanon  Classis,  as  suitable  candidates  for  election 
to  fill  said  vacancy. 

2.  The  Board  calls  the  attention  of  Synod  to  the  arrearages  of 
the  different  Classes  on  the  apportionments  made  by  Bynod^  as  the 
said  arrearages  are  given  in  the  Treasurer's  report. 

3.  The  Board  requests  Synod  to  instruct  the  pastors  and  the 
several  treasurers  of  the  different  Classes  to  pay  all  moneys  or  ap- 
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portionmentB  made  by  Synods  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  apportionments  for  Home  Missions. 

4.  The  Board  borrowed  Thirteen  Hundred  Dollars  of  J.  J, 
Niasley  on  November  2,  1888,  according  to  the  instructions  of 
Synod,  to  pay  the  balance  of  Synod's  pledge  to  Wichita  Univer- 
sity. Of  this  amount  only  $436.21  has  been  repaid  to  the  Board, 
with  accrued  interest;  there  is  now  a  balance  of  81028.20. 

The  unpaid  pledges  given  by  individuals  and  congre- 
gations and  Classes  amount  to $408  70 

Apportionments  of  Classes  unpaid 873  90 

$787  60 
This  leaves  a  deficit  of. $240  60 

The  Board  recommends  Synod  to  make  a  new  apportionment  on 
the  several  Classes,  to  cover  said  deficit.  Likely  $400  will  be 
needed  to  cancel  the  note,  with  the  interest  accruing  thereon. 

The  Board  of  Trustees,  as  at  present  constituted,  consists  of  the 
following  persons : 

Bev.  J  no.  W.  Steinmetz,  whose  term  expires  January  Ist,  1890. 

Elder  Jno.  J.  Niasley,  '*        '*  "  "  "    1.891. 

Elder  D.  B.  Mauger,  "        *'  "  "  "    1892. 

Rev.  Geo.  B.  Resser,  "        "         "  "  "    1893. 

Hon.  Geo.  D.  Stctzel.  "        "  *'  "  "    1894. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  Preddent, 

John  J.  Nisslet,  Treatwrer^  in  account  with  Synod  of  the  Rtformed 

Church  in  the  United  Stalee, 


1SS8.                              Comti»0*mt  F«nd  Genciml  Synod*  Dr. 

Oct.     8.  To  cash  from  JohnMeily,  former  Treasurer,  balance..  $222  00 
Nov.  16.    '•      "      "     Rev.  M.  H.  Diefenderfer,   Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis 100  00 

4.      21.    "      "      •'     Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis....  21  00 

18S9, 

Jan.  19.    "      **      *'     Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Tr.  Lancaster  ^ 

aassis 67  00 

Apr.  16.    "      "      "      D.  B.  Mauger.  Tr.  Ooshenhoppen  Clas.  96  00 

May  11.    "      "      "     Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  West  8u-*q.  Clas.  45  10 

"      20.    "      "      •'     Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Tr.  East  Penna.  Clas.  135  00 

•'      81.    "      "      "      Rev.  A.  Hout£,Tr.  Wyoming  Classis....  15  00 

Apr.  16.    ••      •'      "     Rev.  M.  fl.  Dieienderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

ClasBis 55  00 

"     20.    '•      "      "     J.  K.  Funck,  Tr.  Lebanon  Classis 138  00 

6  $894  10 
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1889.  C^. 

Feb.    2.  By  cash  paid  C.  Q.  Gross,  Treasurer,  on  accoant $300  00 

July    8.   "  **  "  "  "  •* 400  00 

Sep.  30.   "           "           "           "           "            "             1»4  10 

$894  10 

1888.                                    CoattnscAt  Fand  Aeooant.  Dr. 

Oct.     8.  To  balance  from  John  Meily,  former  Treasurer $133  04 

Oct  23.  To  cash  from  Bev.  A.  Hontz,  Tr.  Wyoming  ClHSsia....  20  00 

u      29.    '•           "           '*           "           •*            ••           "    ....  12  OO 

Nov.  21.    "           "           "           «            "           "           «    ....  6  00 

18S8. 

Jan.  29.    "           "           "           •'           "           "           "    ....  4  00 

May  10.    "           "           "           "            "          ' "           "     ....  12  00 
24.    "           "        Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Tr.  Lancaster 

Classis .,  43  00 

Aug.    9.    "           "        J.  K.  Funck,  Tr.  Lebanon  Classis 90  00 

"      10.    "           "        H.  0.  Hoover,  Tr.  Phila.  CJassis 42  00 

"      12.    "           "        L  G.  Gethart,  Tr.  Tohickon  Classis 62  00 

"      13.    "           "        Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Tr.  East  Penna,  Clas..  75  00 
"      14.    "           "        Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Tr.  Schuylkill 

Classis 86  00 

"      16.    "  "        Rev.  M.  H.   Diefenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis 20  00 

Sep.  20.    "           "        Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  West  Susq.  Clas..  45  00 

Oct.  10-    "           "        D.  B.  Mauger,  Tr.  Goshenhoppen  Clas..  68  00 

"      12.    "           "        Geo.  Hill,  Tr.  East  Susquehanna  Clas..  64  00 

$772  04 

1888.  Cr. 

Oct.     8.  By  cash  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  traveling  expenses $2  22 

"      23.    "      ''    Rev.  S.  R.  Breidenbaugh,  Synodical  expenses  25  Oq 

1889. 

Jan.  22.    ''      "    Rev.  J.  P.  Stein,  clerk,  on  account  expenses..  150  00 

May    4.    "      "        "     *      "           "       balance  expenses 36  85 

Aug.    9.    '*      '*    Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  on  ace.  printing  bill....  200  00 

Sept.   3.    "      "        "           "           "      balance  bill 108  55 

Oct.  14.  By  balance 249  42 

$772  04 

1989.                                 EmtMkinmrjr  «nd  OerlUMrt  Fuad.  Dr. 

Mar.  28.  Cash  from  L.  and  A.  Mountz.  6  mos.  int.  on  part 

Keifer  legacy $112  50 

April  1.  Cash  from  J.  J.  Bishop,  6  mos.  int.,  on  part  Keifer  > 

legacy 125  00 

Sep.  12.  Cash  irom  Harrisburg  City  Bond^,  12  mos.  int.,  Ger- 

hart  legacy ., 18  00 

Oct.     1.  Cash  from  L.  and  A.  Mountz,  6  mos.  int.,  on  part 

Keifer  legacy 112  60 

Oct.    5.  Cash  from  J.  J.  Bishop,  6  mos.  int,  on  part  Keifer 

legacy : 126  00 

Oct.     7.  Cash  from  John  W.  Mish,  Treasurer,  12  mos.  int.,  on 

part  Cook  legacy  60  00 

$553  00 
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M«9.  Or. 

May   9.    By  cash  John  B.  Both,  Treaa.  Theological  Seminary, 

Lancaster,  interest  Keifer  leji^acy $237  50 

Sept.  12.  By  cash  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treas.  Foreign  Missions,  12 

moe.  int.,  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

Sept  12.  By  cash  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home  Missions,  12 

mos.  int.,  Oerhart  Wacy 6  00 

Sept.  12.  By  cash  Bev.  Chaa.  Q.  Fisher,  Treas.  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, 12  mos.  int.,  Qerhart  legacy 6  00 

Oct.     8.  By  cash  Jno.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

6  moe.  int,  Keifer  legacy 237  50 

Oct.     8.  By  cash  Jno.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological  Seminary, 

12  moa.  int..  Cook  legacy 60  00 

$553  00 

1B99.                            ]lb»d  dua  Board  oit  Hoaft«  MImIoim.  Dr. 

Oct.     9.  To  balance  from  former  Treasurer $23  00 

isav. 

Jan.  29.  To  cash  from  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Treaa.  Wyoming  Classis  5  00 

May  14.    "      "      "        "        "        "        **           "            "  4  00 

it         81       *'         "         "            "            "            **            **                  "                   **  A   Oi) 

Sept  80.'   "      ''     *'     J.  K.  Fanck',  Treas.  Lebanon  Classis 27  00 

$63  00 

!•«•.  Or. 

Sept.    8.  By  cash  paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer $36  00 

u     80.    *'      '*      "        "        "        •'           "         27  00 

$63  00 

1888.                                     l¥l«blto  UAlYvnttf  Fvmd  Dr. 

Oct  10.  Cash  from  Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuylkill 

Classis ....  $22  00 

"      29.  Cash  from  Rev.  A.  Houts,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis...  23  00 
Nov,    7.    "        "      Re?.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuylkill 

Classis 88  00 

'*      12.  Cash  from  John  J.  Nissley.  Loan 1,800  00 

1889. 

Jan.  19.  Cash  from  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq.  Clas..  30  82 

"      29.    '•        "      Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis...  5  00 

Apr.  19.    '*        '*      D.  B.Mauger,  Treas.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  80  00 

May  11.    •'        '•      Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq.  Clas..  24  18 

a        u         «  i(  ((  «  i<  u  tt  i<  ti  |« 

account  pledge 26  01 

"      24.  Cash  from  Rev.  T.  0.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna.  Clas..  5  00 

«       «       ««       ."      Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  W.  Lane.  Classis  59  v80 

June  10.    *'        "      Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis....  27  00 

Sept    3.    "        "      J.  K.  Funck,  Trean.  Lebanon  Classis 112  00 

•*     20.    "        "      Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq.  Clas..  9  00 

Oct     6.    '*        '*      Geo.  Hill,  Treas.  East  Susq.  Classis 5  00 


$1,811  81 
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1888.  Or. 

Oct.  10.  By  cash  paid  Rer.  D.  B.  Shney,  Prei.  Board  of  Tnia.  $22  00 
N^ov   12.    **      "         **        **        '*        **        «     -  «        <(        u 

balance  of  pledge 1,358  00 

"      27.  By  cash  paid  John  J.  Niasley,  on  account  of  loan 41  40 

X880 

Feb. '4.    "      **        "        *'        "        "       "         "         "    130  82 

Apr.  19.    "      "       ••        "        "        "       "         "         "    80  00 

if     27     "      "        "        *'        "        "        **         *'          '<  57  go 

Sept.    8.    "      "        "        "        "        "        "         "         "    \\\\\\  112  00 

Oct.     8.    "      **        "        "        "        *'        "         "         *'    14  00 

$1,811  81 

1880.                                        BolMmUun  Gliw«l&  Aid.  Dr. 

Jan.  29.    ''        "    Bev.  A.  Houtz.  Treas.  Wyoming  Clasain $8  00 

"       "       "        "    Rer.  W.  A.  Haas.  Treas.  West  Susq.  Classis  10  05 

"       "       *•        "    I.  Q.  Gerhart,  Treas.  Tohickon  Claaais 31  00 

May  14.    '*        "    Bev.  A.  Houtz,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis 4  00 

'*      15.    "        "    Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq.  Classis.  6  00 

''      24.    "        "    BeT.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna.  Classis  44  00 

"       "      "        '*    Bev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  Liinc.  Clas.  21  51 

"      81.    "        "    Bev.  A.  Houtz,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis 8  50 

Aug.  14.    "        "    Bev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Treas.  Schuvl.  Classis  84  00 

Sept.  80.    "        "    J.  E.  Funck,  Treas.  Lebanon  Classis 32  00 

Oct.     1.    "        "    Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq.  Classis  2  40 

*'       5.    "        "    Geo.  Hill,  Treaa.  East  Susq.  Classis 11  00 

$212  46 

1880.  Cr. 

Jan.  29.  By  cash  paid  C.  G.  Gross,  Treas.  General  Synod... $41  05 

Mar.  15.    *^     "        "        "        "        "        "        "        "     6  00 

cf      24     "      **        **        "        "        <'        '<        *'        "  21  51 

Aug.  16*.    "      '*        "        "        "        "        "        «        •*     I'.iy.Z  98  50 

Sept.  30.    "       *        "        "        "        "        "        "        "     82  00 

Oct.     8.    "      "        "        "        "        "        "        "        •* 13  40 

$212  46 

1889.  Harlier  KImAoh.  ]>r. 

May  15.  To  cash  from  Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq. 

Classis ^  $15  00 

Oct.     1.  To  cash  from  Bev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Soaq, 

Classis 6  00 

$21  00 

1889.  €3r. 

May  15.  By  cash  paid  Chas.  Santee,  Treas,  Board  of  Home 

Missions,  General  Synod $15  00 

Oct     8.  By  cash  paid  Chas.  Santee,  Treas.  Board  of  Home 

Missions,  General  Synod 6  00 

$2roo 
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1889.  TMMlMr  «€  Klo«mtlmi. 

Oct.     6.  To  caih  from  Qeo.  Hill,  Treas.  East  Sttsq.  Claisis $12  00 

1889.  Cr. 

Oct.     8.  By  ca»h  paid  John  B.  Both,  Treaa.  Theological  Semi- 

nary... W2  00 

1889.  SemlnAvy  Aid  Fwad.  Dr. 

Oct     6.  To  caah  from  Geo.  Hill,  Treas.  East  Suaq.  Olaasis $16  00 

1889.  Or. 

Oct     8.  By  caah  pud  J.  B.  Both,  Treaa.  Theol.  Seminary $16  00 

Beapectfully  aubmitted,  Jno.  J.  Nissley,  Treasurer, 

Beading,  Pa,,  October  14, 1889. 

We,  the  underaigned  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  foregoing 
acconnt  report  that  we  have  ezamin^  the  aame,  compared  voochers, 
jwd  find  it  correct  aa  aUted.  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz. 

Geo.  B.  Bbsser. 

Beport  of  Oo/mmiUee  en  Finamte^ 

The  Committee  on  Finance  submitted  its  Beport  It  was  taken 
up  item  by  item,  and  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Tour  Committee  on  Finance  would  offer  the  following  report: 
The  items  reft^rred  to  ns  were :  1.  The  Beport  of  Synod's  Treas- 
urer. 2.  The  Report  of  Trustees  of  Synod.  3.  A  request  from 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  for  $100 
towards  the  salary  of  the  Teacher  of  Elocution. 

The  following  arrearages  were  reported  by  the  Treasurer  of 
Synod: 


East  PennayWania. 

Lebanon 

Philadelphia. 

Lancaater 

East  Snaqnehanna. 
Weat  Siiaqaehanna, 

Ch)shenhoppen 

Tohickon 

Lehigh 

Schuylkill 

Wyoming. 


I; 

a 

h 


i4  00 


as 

©a 


i 


^ 


80  00 
125  00 


249  00 


59  00 

64  50 
18  90 


142  40 


70  001 

40  00 

5  20 

50  00 


80  00 
125  00 


13  00 

18  00 

5  49 

950 

1  55 


50  00 


370  20 


97  64 


I 

'^  a 


81  00 
108  00 
35  00 
9  48 
13  00 
12  50 


122  00 


380  98  79  74 


o  s 


900 

14  00 

2  65 

15  00 

3  09 


36  00 


-a  S 


I 


5  50 
8  00 
3  64 
00 
50 


6 
9 


14  00 
51  00 


97  64 


14  00 

13  00 
24  00 

36  00 


87  00 
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Your  committee  find  that  great  difficaltj  and  much  confusion 
arises  from  the  fact  that  moneys  are  frequently  sent  to  the  wrong 
Treasurers,  and  retained  and  accounted  for  by  them.  We  would 
therefore  recommend  the  following  action : 

Besolvedf  That  the  Classes  be  requested  to  instruct  their  respec- 
tive Treasurers  to  pay  the  following  apportionments  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  Synod,  viz. :  Contingent  Funds,  Wichita  University,  Bohe- 
mian Church  Aid,  Harbor  Missions  and  Bond  to  Home  Mission 
Board  ;  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary  the  ap- 
portionments for  Teacher  of  Elocution  and  Seminary  aid  ;  and  to 
the  Treasurer  of  Home  Missions  the  apportionments  for  Home 
Missions  and  Church  Building  Fund. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  and  the  Treasurers  of  the 
respective  Boards  be  instructed  that  whenever  money  is  sent  to 
them  which  does  not  properly  belong  to  them,  that  they  return  it 
with  the  request  that  it  be  forwarded  to  the  person  who  is  entitled 
to  hold  it  and  account  for  it 

Resolved,  That  whenever  appointments  be  made  for  any  other 
purpose,  Synod  also  designate  to  what  Treasurer  the  money  is  to  be 
paid. 

Resolved,  That  all  Classes  in  arrearage  on  previous  apportion- 
ments for  Wichita  University  be  earnestly  requested  to  pay  the 
same,  and  also  the  present  apportionment  at  the  earliest  possible 
date. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  following  apportionment,  made 
on  the  basis  of  communicant  members : 


GLASSES. 


Oontingent 

Fund  of 

Sjrnod. 


East  Pennsylvania $72  00 

Lebanon 79  00 

PhUadelphia 88  00 

Lancaster 88  00 

East  Susquehanna. 85  00 

West  Susquehanna 84  00 

Gk)9henhoppen 54  00 

Tohickon 59  00 


Salary  of 

KlOOQ- 

tioniflt. 


$12  00 

14  00 
800 
7  00 
6  00 
6  00 
900 

10  00 


Deficit  OB 
Synod*! 

pledfTo  to 
Wi<-hlta 
Univar^ 

$48  00 

56  00 
12  00 
28  00 
24  00 
24  00 
86  00 
40  00 
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Lebigb $80  00  $14  00  $56  00 

Schuylkill 76  00  13  00  62  00 

Wyoming -    35  00  6  00  24  00 

Bespectfully  Bubmitted, 
S.  B.  Bbidenbauoh,  Chairman. 

An  order  for  $20.00  on  the  Treasurer  was  granted  in  favor  of 
Rev.  E.  A.  Gernant,  pastor  of  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Allen; 
town,  for  expenses  incurred  during  the  sessions  of  Synod.  An  or- 
der for  $7.45  was  granted  in  favor  of  the  Committee  on  Confer- 
ence in  regard  to  our  Publication  interests. 

Rev.  Henry  Mosser,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  was  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occurring  January  1,  1890,  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Synod. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEAUB  AKD    BEFERENCES. 

The  1st,  2d  and  3d  items,  under  the  head  of  Requests,  and  the 
items,  under  the  head  of  Subjects  referred,  in  the  Report  of  the 
Minutes  of  Classes,  were  referred  to  a  Special  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  Revs.  Dr.  Chas.  F.  McCaulej,  Greo.  W.  Snyder  and  Elder 
Jacob  Rader,  who  subsequently  presented  the  followiog  report, 
which  was  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  certain  items  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Classes  of  Philadelphia,  Lebanon,  Tohickon  and  East  Petinsylvania 
were  referred,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : 

They  have  carefully  considered  the  import  of  the  action  in  each 
case.  They  are  persuaded  that  the  non-concurrence  with  Syood's 
request  in  the  case  of  the  Classes  of  Philadelphia  and  Lebanon 
arose  from  a  misconception  of  the  design  of  Synod.  The  action  of 
Philadelphia  Classis  implies  the  belief  that  Synod  wished  to  reach 
congregations  immediately,  instead  of  mediately  and  constitution- 
ally, through  the  Classis.  And  the  action  of  the  Classis  of  Leba- 
non regards  Synod  as  disposed  to  adopt  a  system  of  apportion- 
ment, which  might  be  onerous,  because  of  the  inequality  of  its  ap- 
plication— a  disposition  which  was  not  entertained  by  Synod.  In 
the  light  of  all  previous  legislation  by  Synod,  we  feel  assured  that 
the  request  made  of  Philadelphia  Classis,  to  report  the  charges 
which  were  unwilling  to  respond  to  Synod's  apportionment,  was 
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made  simply  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  Synod  to  avoid  any  ac- 
tion which  might  result  in  the  embarrassment  to  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board — such  as  would  arise  from  expecting  money  from  apportion- 
ments made  which  could  not  be  realized,  because  certain  congre- 
gations, in  the  exercise  of  their  legitimate  liberty,  preferred  to  dis- 
burse their  benevolence  through  a  Board  organized  and  active  in 
their  midst  at  the  time.  The  authoritative  declaration  under  which 
said  congregations  were  acting,  made  at  the  Synod  held  in  Bellefonte 
in  1882,  and  its  subsequent  explanation  by  the  Synod  at  Mifflins- 
burg  in  1885,  are  in  accord  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the 
church,  and  were  called  forth  by  a  diversity  of  sentiment  honestly 
entertained  by  different  portions  of  our  church  at  the  time.  Your 
committee  gratefully  recognize  that,  under  the  special  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  an  earnest  desire  has  arisen  amongst  us  for  unity 
and  peace,  and  would  therefore  suggest  for  Synod  s  adoption  the 
following  action  : 

1.  Resolvedy  That  those  Classes,  which  declined  complying  with 
the  requests  of  Synod  touching  apportionments  for  benevolent  and 
educational  purposes,  be  kindly  and  earnestly  requested,  for  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  honor  of  Synod,  to  reconsider  their  action. 

2.  jResolved,  That  all  the  Classes  be  requested  to  take  such 
measures  as  may,  in  their  judgment,  tend  to  a  more  entire  conse- 
cration of  both  pastors  and  people,  in  person  and  property,  to  the 
cause  of  Christ,  and  thus  secure  not  only  the  apportionments,  but 
gifts  largely  beyond  these,  so  that  all  men  may  see  that  we  are  io 
full  sympathy  with  the  Master,  who  said  "  It  is  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive."  Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  F.  McCaulet,  Chairman, 

The  6th  item  in  the  Beport  on  Overtures  was  referred  to  a  ^>e* 
cial  Committee,  consisting  of  John  W.  Bic^el,  Esq.,  Elders  Geo- 
W.  Hensel  and  B.  H.  Kramm,  who  presented  the  following  report, 
which  was  adopted : 

To  the  Severendf  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 

United  JSaie$ : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  from  St. 
Paul's  Reformed  Congregation,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.  (Item  No.  6,  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Overtures),  respectfoUy  reports : 

That  they  had  before  them  two    paperSi  viz.:    (a)    the  said 
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Memorial  of  the  Consistory  of  said  St.  Paurs  congregation,  (fi) 
the  minutes  of  East  Pennsylvania  Classis. 

That  they  find  from  an  examination  of  the  said  Memorial  that 
the  said  petitioners  have  wholly  misapprehended  the  action  of 
Synod  at  Norristown,  relative  to  its  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions, looking  toward  the  settlement  of  the  difficulties  existing  in 
the  Church  at  Bethlehem,  in  this,  that  the  action  of  Synod  was 
only  advisory  in  the  interest  of  peace  and  4)armony,  and  not  man- 
datory, as  the  Synod  had  not  the  power  to  compel  the  payment  of 
the  moneys  and  the  division  of  the  property  as  suggested. 

Tour  conmiittee  also  find  that  the  Memorial  contains  accusations 
against  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  but  they  find,  from  the  minutes 
of  Classis,  that  the  Classis  did  all  it  could  in  the  premises  toward 
having  the  recommendations  of  Synod  approved  by  Christ  Church 
without  success. 

They  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  said  memorial  be  re- 
turned to  said  petitioners,  and  their  attention  be  respectfully  called 
to  the  fact  that  a  Memorial  to  Synod  ought  not  to  include  an  accu- 
sation against  an  Ecclesiastical  body,  but  must  be  in  the  form  of  a 
petition  to  Synod,  either  as  a  Memorial  in  due  form,  or  in  the  shape 
of  specific  charges  against  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  if  they  have 
any  such  to  present,  and  that  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  re- 
turn said  Memorial  with  this  information. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  W.  Bickel,  Chairman, 

The  request  of  Lehigh  Classis,  in  the  Report  of  Minutes  of  Classes, 
asking  Synod  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  German  Minutes  of  its 
proceedings,  was  duly  considered,  whereupon  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  that  Synod  does  not  see  its  way  dear  to  comply  with  this 

request  

ARTICLE  XVIL 

COMPLAINTB. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  Synod« 

ARTICLE  XVm, 

8UKDAY-6CH00UB. 

No  special  action  was  taken  on  this  subject  Sunday-school  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  on  Sunday  afternoon,  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Religious  Services. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

ANNUAL  BEPOBT  OF  PUBLICATION  BOARD  OF  REFORMED  CHURCH 

IN  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

To  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh,  Potomae  and  United  &ates : 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  of  the  United 
States  respectfully  submits  to  the  Synods  named  this  its  annual 
report : 

During  the  year  just  ended  one  meeting  was  called,  namely,  the 
regular  annual  meeting  for  September  4th,  1889.  In  the  absence 
of  a  quorum,  the  Executive  Committee,  a  majority  being  present, 
authorized  the  officers  of  the  Board  to  prepare  and  issue  th^  Annual 
Report. 

The  various  publications,  under  the  existing  compact  with  the 
Bev.  Charles  Q.  Fisher,  have  maintained  their  circulation  and  seem 
to  meet  with  approval.  The  chief  organ,  the  Reformed  Church 
Messenger,  is  not  losing  anything  either  in  circulation  or  popularity, 
and  the  indications  point  to  a  larger  increase.  The  members  of  the 
Board  are  therefore  united  in  their  recommendation  to  Synods  to 
preserve  the  present  arrangepients  for  its  editing  and  general  man- 
agement. 

The  books  of  the  publisher  and  lessee  were  duly  examined  and 
audited,  and  the  receipts  being  within  $40,000  for  the  first  year,  the 
treasurer  received  the  quarterly  instalments  of  $300,  as  guaranteed 
imder  the  compact. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  is  as  follows  : 

Db. 

April  25th,  1888.  To  cash  received  from  Bev.  Charles  G.  Fi«her,  $800.00 
Aug.  10th,  1888.        "                     *'                       "               "  800.00 

Dec.  14th,  1888.        "                     "                       **               "  800.00 

Feb.  6th,  1889.          "              (4  months)              "               "         400.00 
May  20th,  1889.        "              (2  months)              "               "  200  00 

Aug.  23d.  1889.         "              (3  months)              *'               "  300.00 

Interest  received  to  Feb.  6th,  1889 16.86 


Total ..$1816.86 
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Cr- 

Feb.  6th,  18S9.  By  cash  to  BeT.  Schick,  ezpenies .$27.50 

May  20th,  1889.  By  cash  to  O.  8.  Griffith,  expenaea. 7J0 

84.80 

Balance  on  hand ^ $1782.06 

The  treasurer  also  reports  that  the  interest  is  added  to  the  princi- 
pal at  the  end  of  each  year,  and  is  subject  to  like  interest  with  the 
principal. 

In  this  connection  the  Board  would  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Synods  to  the  importance  and  value  of  joining  heartily  in  the  eflbrta 
of  the  Publishing  House  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  several 
periodicals  and  otherwise  to  support  the  establishment,  as  the  direct 
money  return  to  the  Church  wiU  increase  with  its  extension  and 
prosperity. 

The  terms  of  Mr.  Jas.  T.  Beber,  of  the  United  Btates  Synod,  and 

of  Bey.  J.  M.  Schick,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  as  members  of  the 

Board,  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  present  year.     The  Synods 

named  will,  therefore,  at  their  coming  sessions,  fill  the  vacancies 

that  will  then  occur. 

6. 8.  Griffith,    PreMenL 

Philadelphia,  Sept  5, 1889.  Edw.  J.  Durban,  Secretary. 

PBOCEEPINQ8  OF   THE    COMMnTBEB    OF    OOKFEREKCS    OH    PUBU- 

CATIOH  INTERESTS. 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

The  Committee  of  Conference  appointed  by  the  Synods  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Potomac  and  the  United  States,  to  confer  with  reference  to 
the  ^ale  and  lease  of  the  Publication  interests  of  the  three  Synods 
by  the  Board  to  Bev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  met  at  907  Arch  St.,  Philadel- 
phia, on  Tuesday,  December  4,  1888,  at  11  o'clock,  a.m.  All  the 
members  were  present 

On  motion  Bev.  8.  N.  Callender,  D.D.,  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Bev.  A.  J.  Heller  was  elected  secretary. 

Statements  were  heard  from  the  members  of  the  diflerent  com- 
mittees expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  several  bodies  represented  by 
them  in  regard  to  the  afore-mentioned  sale  and  lease. 

In  order  that  the  grounds  and  reasons  for  the  said  sale  and  lease 
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by  the  Board  of  Publication  might  be  more  fiilly  known  and  un- 
derstood, it  was,  on  motion, 

Remlved,  That  Mr.  K  J.  Durban,  a  member  of  said  Board  and 
resident  of  Philadelphiai  be  requested  to  meet  with  the  Gommiasion 
this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to'  meet  at  2  o'clock,  p.m. 

Commission  met  as  per  adjournment,  and,  on  moti#n.  Rev.  8.  N. 
Callender,  D.D.,  and  Elders  J.  W.  Bickel  and  C  M.  Boush  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  minute  expressive  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Commission  as  to  the  legality  and  finality  of  the  sale 
and  lease  of  the  Publication  interests  by  the  Board  of  Publication. 

Mr.  Durban  met  with  the  Commission,  and  fully  and  freely 
stated  the  motives  and  principles  which  influenced  the  Board,  and 
on  the  basis  of  which  the  sale  and  lease  were  made. 

The  sub-committee  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : 

The  committee  appointed  by  this  Commission  to  draft  a  minute 
expressive  of  its  sense  as  to  the  legality  and  finality  of  the  sale  and 
lease  of  the  Publication  interests  of  the  Synods  of  the  United  States, 
Potomac  and  Pittsburgh,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following: 

After  a  full  and  free  interchange  of  views,  careful  inquiry  and 
calculation,  the  Commission  unanimously  agree  that  the  sale  and 
lease  were  the  best  possible  which  were  available  at  the  dme ;  that 
the  said  sale  and  lease  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  Resolutions 
1  and  2,  as  adopted  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  in  1887,  and  which 
sale  and  lease  were  approved  by  the  Synods  of  the  United  States 
and  Potomac  in  1888.  It  is  the  firm  judgment  of  the  Commisaaon 
that  the  transaction  is  legal  and  is  now  fully  consummated  and 
beyond  recall  The  Commission  learned  that  the  action  taken  by 
the  several  Synods  and  published  to  the  Church  was  regarded  by 
the  Board  of  Publication  as  a  sufficient  invitation  for  propoaals  for 
the  purchase  and  lease  of  the  Publication  interests,  and  that  it  had 
only  the  proposition  of  B.ev.  G.  G.  Fisher  and  the  reference  of  the 
one  made  by  Daniel  Miller,  Esq.,  by  the  Synods,  before  them. 

Bev.  C.  O.  Fisher,  purchaser  and  lessee,  was  then  invited  to 
meet  the  Commission,  with  a  view  of  conferring  with  him  and  as- 
certaining whether  he  would  be  willing  to  agree  to  more  liberal 
terms  than  the  contract  provides  fon    To  which  he  made  ansnRrer 
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that  the  condition  of  the  establishment  and  its  buainesB  neither  did 
nor  does  now  warrant  more  liberal  considerations  on  his  part,  and 
that  he  is  ready  and  willing  to  surrender  the  whole  contract  and 
the  property  conveyed  and  let  thereby  at  any  time,  if  within  three 
mcniths  from  this  date  (December  4, 1888),  the  Publication  Board 
or  the  Synods  will  pay  or  assure  to  him  the  full  amount  of  his 
claim  and  interest  in  the  whole  concern. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted : 

Setolved,  That  this  Commission  is  not  authorized  to  accept  his 
proposition,  nor  would  it  consider  it  wise  and  prudent  to  do  so, 
e^en  if  authorized,  and  that  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Publica- 
tions remain  the  property  of  the  three  Synods,  and  that  their  in- 
come from  the  Publication  interests,  above  the  stipulated  $1200  per  . 
annum,  is  dependent  upon  the  increase  of  the  business,  the  ministers 
and  membership  of  the  three  Synods  interested  be  earnestly  re- 
quested to  extend  to  the  establishment  their  cordial  co-operation 
and  liberal  support 

8.  G.  Wagotcr,  '\ 

T.  O.  &rsM,  [  Synod  of  United  SlaUs. 

John  W.  Bickel,  j 

A.  J.  Heller,  ^ 

C.  M.  BousH,  y  Synod  ofPUUburgh. 

C.  R.  DiEFFEVBACHEB,  3 

S.  N.  Callendeb,        *\ 

J.  O.  Hilleb,  y  Synod  of  PoUmaxe. 

6.  S.  MiLLEB,  J 

REPORT  OF  THE  EDFTOBIAL  COMMISSION. 

To  the  Eadem  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Your  Editorial  Commission  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  Norris- 
town,  Pa.,  would  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  failed  to  appoint  a 
similar  Commiasion  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Commissions  ap- 
pointed by  this  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  it  was  felt 
by  your  CommisBion  that,  under  the  Tri-Synodic  Compact,  they 
had  no  power  to  act  in  the  election  of  an  editor-in-chief  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  MesungeTf  and  they  do,  therefore,  refer  the  whole 
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matter  back  to  this  Sjnod  to  be  disposed  of  as  may  be  believed  to 
be  to  the  best  interests  of  all  parties  concerned. 

Respectfully  submitted,  S.  G.  Wagnbr,  Chairman. 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
in  Annual  Session  at  AUentoton,  Pa, : 

As  a  member  of  the  '*  Commission  "  chosen  by  Synod  last  year 
for  the  purpose  of  "electing  an  editor-in-chief  of  the  Reformed 
Church  Meisenger"  the  subscriber  begs  leave  respectfully  to  over- 
ture your  reverend  body  either  to  continue  the  said  "  Commission  " 
for  another  year  or  to  elect  a  new  one  with  powers  to  act  in  your 
behalf,  for  the  following  reasons,  to  wit : 

1)  Because  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  last  year  iaDed  to  appoint  rep- 
resentatives, and  hence  your  **  Commission "  has  not  been  able  to 
meet  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  given  us  by  the  Synod  at 
Norristown. 

2)  The  Pittsburgh  Synod,  at  its  recent  session  at  Greensburg^ 
Pa.,  has  now  appointed  commissioners,  and  overtures  this  Synod  to 
appoint  a  similar  commission  and  thus  unite  with  it  in  the  election 
of  an  editor. 

3)  Because  the  "Agreement  and  Lease"  entered  into  between 
the  Publication  Board  and  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher  specifically  re- 
quires "  that  the  editorship  of  the  Messenger  is  to  be  filled  by  the 
Synods  f  and,  moreover,  since  the  said  "  Agreement  and  Lease  ** 
has  gone  into  effect,  the  office  of  editor-in-chief  has  not  yet  been 
filled  in  accordance  with  these  terms  of  the  contract 

4)  Because,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  a  strict  adhe- 
rence to  this  requirement  of  the  said  ''Agreement  and  Lease"  will 
secure  from  the  Church  an  increased  patronage  to  the  Messenger,  as 
well  as  to  all  the  other  publications  that  are  issued'  by  the  "  Re- 
formed Publication  House." 

Respectfully  submittedi  J.  A.  Petebs. 

KEFORT  ON  PUBLICATION. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  various  papeva 
and  documents  were  referred,  submitted  the  following  report,  which 
was  adopted.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
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report  The  docamentB  referred  to  ns  are  the  following,  to  wit : 
The  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication ;  The  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  with  similar  committees  of  the  Pittsburgh 
and  Potomac  Synods,  on  the  Publication  interests ;  A  communica- 
tion from  the  Synod  of  Pitteburgh ;  A  communication  from  the 
Bynod  of  the  Potomac ;  A  communication  from  Rey.  Dr.  S.  G* 
Wagner,  chairman  of  the  Editorial  Commission,  and  lastly,  a  com- 
munication from  Hev.  Dr.  John  A.  Peters,  also  a  member  of  the 
£ditorial  Commission. 

From  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  we  learn 
that  the  Commission  unanimously  agreed  that  the  sale  and  lease  of 
the  Publication  interests  were  the  best  possible,  which  were  availa- 
ble at  the  time.  It  is  the  firm  judgment  of  the  Commis^on  that 
the  trausaction  is  legal  and  is  now  fnlly  consummated  and  beyond 
control.  From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  we  learn  of 
the  satisfactory  condition  and  favorable  outlook  of  our  publication 
interests.  The  members  of  the  Board,  are,  therefore,  united  in  their 
recommendation  to  preserve  the  present  arrangements  for  editing, 
and  the  general  management  of  the  Messenger, 

The  Chairman  of  the  Editorial  Commission  reports,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh  failed  to  act  in  appointing  a  similar  com- 
inision,  nothing  was  done,  and  that  the  whole  matter  is  in  conse- 
quence referred  back  to  this  Synod  to  be  disposed  of  as  may  be  be- 
lieved to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  all  parties  concerned. 

From  the  a)mmunication  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  we  learn 
that  the  Synod  elected  an  Editorial  Commission  at  its  recent  annual 
meeting,  and  requests  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  and  also  this 
Synod  to  continue  their  Editorial  Commissions. 

It  will  be  well  for  Synod  to  remember  right  here  the  conditions 
under  which  the  E^iitorial  Commission  originated  and  its  history  up 
to  this  point  At  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  West  Philadelphia,  1886, 
the  Board  of  Publication,  pressed  by  a  heavy  debt,  asked  for  the 
privilege  of  having  the  Meaenger  edited  in  a  manner  that  would  be 
leas  expensive  than  was  the  case  at  that  time,  and  overtured  the 
Synod  owning  the  establishment  to  allow  the  Board  to  arrange  for 
the  editorial  conduct  of  the  Messenger^  as  they  did  for  the  other 
periodicals  which  they  published,  the  same  to  go  into  effect  January 
1, 1887. 
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Dr.  P.  8.  Davis,  then  editor,  in  a  letter  implied  that  the  state  of 
his  health  might  compel  him  to  resign  the  editorship  of  the  M&h 
sengeTy  and  reques^ted  that  the  different  Synods  appoint  a  Commis- 
sion to  consider  his  resignation,  should  he  offer  it,  and  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  editing  of  the  Mesaenger  in  case  his  resignation 
should  he  accepted.  In  view  of  these  facts,  an  editorial  commission 
was  elected,  consisting  of  Revs.  Dr.  D.  Van  Home,  Dr.  B.  Bau»- 
man,  Dr.  C.  Z.  Weiser  and  Elder  Charles  Santee  and  Jacob  G. 
Brown.  Nothing  was  however  done  during  the  following  year  by 
this  Commission. 

At  the  meeting  of  Synod  at  Sunbury  in  1887,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Publication  establishment  reported  that  it  would  seem  that 
our  publication  interests  had  reached  the  point  when  something  de- 
cisive must  be  done  to  save  them  from  embarrassment  and  demoral- 
ization. He  also  says  that  things  cannot  go  on  in  this  way  any 
longer.  The  Superintendent  then  offers  to  purchase  and  lease  from 
the  three  Synods  the  publication  interests.  And,  moreover,  he  says, 
that  in  order  to  be  true  to  himself  he  makes  this  offer,  not  because 
he  personally  desires  it,  but  chiefly  to  relieve  the  Synods  of  this 
whole  business,  a  heavy  debt  it  would  seem,  and  so  shape  things 
that  they  may  receive  some  benefit,  in  a  pecuniary  interest  at 
least. 

The  Board  of  Publication  in  considering  the  matter  say  that  they 
fully  agree  with  theSuperintendent  that  things  cannot  go  on  any  longer 
as  they  have  been,  and  then  refer  the  whole  question  to  the  Synods 
for  their  consideration.  Daniel  Miller,  of  Reading,  also  made  a 
proposition  to  the  Synods,  but,  as  already  stated  above,  the  ofifer 
made  by  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  Fisher  was  accepted  as  the  best  possi- 
ble available  at  that  time. 

The  matter  of  the  editorship  of  the  Messenger  was  at  this  time  re- 
ferred to  a  commission  composed  of  representatives  in  the  Board  of 
Publication,  Messrs.  Hensel,  Reber  and  Durban,  together  with 
Re¥S.  Drs.  Bausman  and  Thos.  G.  Apple. 

At  the  Synod  of  Norristown  last  year  Drs.  B.  Bausman  and  Thos. 
G.  Apple  as  a  sub-committee,  reported  that  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher  as 
Publisher  was  requested  to  act  as  Office  Editor.  Writers  were  en- 
gaged to  furnish  matter  for  the  columns  of  the  Messenger,  and  the 
editing  has  been  done  according  to  the  general  plan  adopted  by  the 
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Editorial  CommiaBion.  This  sub-committee  further  says  that  this 
was  the  best  arrangement  that  could  be  made,  and  that  it  was  worth 
testing  as  a  pUn  that  might  possibly  be  adopted  more  permanently 
by  the  Synods  having  the  matter  in  charge. 

And  now  as  to  the  results.  The  Publisher  says  that  the  plan  has 
worked  successfully  and  satisfactorily  to  the  readers  of  the  paper 
and  all  concerned.  The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication  at  the 
Synod  of  Norristown  express  the  judgment  that  the  Synod  could  not 
have  come  to  any  more  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  this  judgment 
was  adopted  by  Synod. 

From  this  brief  recital  of  facts,  it  would  appear  that  although  the 
Synod  at  West  Philadelphia  in  1886  first  established  the  movement 
of  having  an  Editorial  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  an 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Messenger,  the  best  efforts  of  those  giving  their 
time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Synod  and  the  Church  at 
large  as  well,  have  resulted  in  bringing  about  the  management  of 
the  Messenger  as  above  indicated,  instead  of  electing  an  Editor-in- 
Chief.  The  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Drs.  B.  Bausman  and 
Thos.  6.  Apple,  in  their  report  last  year,  intimate  that  possibly, 
after  this  plan  had  been  tested  for  a  while,  it  might  be  adopted  more 
permanently.  We  now  have  the  benefit  of  another  year  s  trial,  and 
at  this  stage  of  our  history  the  Board  of  Publication  unitedly  recom- 
mend to  the  Synods  to  preserve  the  present  arrangements  for  the 
editing  and  general  management  of  the  Messenger. 

Instead  of  being  told  now,  as  formerly,  of  **  embarrassment  on  ac- 
count of  large  indebtedness,"  and  consequently  passing  resolutions 
that  "  annual  collections  be  lifted  in  all  the  churches  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Board,"  we  can  report  to  Synod  that  the  Board  has  an  annual 
income  of  not  less  than  $1200,  and  that,  withal,'Our  various  publi- 
cations under  the  existing  compact  with  the  Rev.  Chas.  6.  Fisher 
have  maintained  their  circulation  and  seem  to  meet  with  general 
£avgr,  and  that  the  Messenger  is  not  losing  either  in  circulation  or 
popularityt  but  that  the  indications  point  to  a  larger  increase  and 
uaefulness.  Uuder  these  circumstances  Synod  should  act  circum- 
spectly and  cautiously. 

Your  Committee,  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  mat- 

ter,  have  concluded  to  ofier  the  following  resolutions  to  Synod  for 

adoption : 
6 
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Besolved,  That  Synod  recognizes  with  pleasure  the  satisfactory 
condition  and  the  favorable  outlook  of  our  Publication  interests. 

Besolved,  That  it  affords  the  Synod  special  pleasure  to  learn  from 

the  report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  that  the  chief  organ,  the  Be- 

farmed  Chureh  JUeasenger,  is  not  losing  anything  either  in  circulation 

or  popularity,  and  that  the  indications  point  to  a  larger  increase 

and  usefulness. 

Besolved,  That  in  view  of  the  foregoing  &ct8,  this  Synod  deems  it 
inexpedient  to  further  continue  the  Editorial  Commission,  and  re- 
spectfully submits  the  above  statement  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Synod  of  Pittsburgh  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Resolved,  That  the  arrangement  heretofore  made  with  Key.  Chas. 
G.  Fisher  to  act  as  Office  Editor,  be  continued  until  further  action 
of  the  three  Synods. 

Beadved,  That  this  Synod  overture  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and 
Potomac  to  discontinue  the  Editorial  Commission,  and  place  the 
arrangements  for  editing  the  Messenger  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Publication  under  the  terms  of  contract  with  Rev.  C.  6.  Fisher. 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Publications  remain 
the  Property  of  the  three  Synods,  the  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Church,  be  earnestly  requested  to  extend  to  the  establishment 
their  cordial  co-operation  and  support 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to  com- 
municate this  action  to  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  of  the  Poto- 
mac. Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  W.  Gbrhard,  Chairman, 

RBPORT  ON  THE  PUBLICATION  OP  THB  MINUTES  OP  SYNOD. 

The  following  report  was  accepted : 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod,  would  respectfully 
report  that  he  had  published  3200  copies  of  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  last  annual  Sessions  of  Synod  in  the  English  language,  and 
distributed  the  same  among  those  entitled  to  receive  them.  The 
cost  of  publication  was  $308.55  or  at  the  rate  of  9f  cents  per  copy. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  p.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  Stated  Clerk  to  have  3300  copiee 
of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  published  in  the  English  language. 
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James  T.  Reber,  of  Beading,  Pa.,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Publication.  The  following  persons,  belonging  to  thifs 
Sjnod,  are  members  of  the  Board :  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  E.  J.  Durban 
and  Jas.  T.  Beber. 


I 
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ARTICLE  XX. 

CHUKCH   GOVERNMENT. 

LoMO  and  Oudom  of  Filling  Vaeaneies  on  various  Church  Boards, 

The  following  report  was  received  and  adopted : 
To  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States: 

Deab  Brethren  :  In  response  *to  the  instruction,  given  a  year 
ago  bj  the  Synod  at  Norristown,  to  ascertain  the  law  and  custom 
in  the  case  of  electing  members  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  various 
Boards,  and  other  agencies  of  the  Church|  the  undersigned  would 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : — According  to  the  Char- 
ter, the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  consists  of  five  persons — two  ministers 
and  three  laymen.  One-fifth  of  the  Board  changes  annually,  and 
the  term  of  ofiice  expires  on  the  1st  day  of  January.  The  same 
person  cannot  be  re-elected  on  said  Board  until  he  has  ceased  to  be 
a  member  for  at  least  one  year.  The  Treasurer  of  Synod  must  be 
a  member  of  this  Board,  and  is  to  be  elected  as  Treasurer  of  Synod 
annually.  The  election  for  the  new  member  on  the  Board  must  be 
by  ballot,  and  shall  be  held  on  a  day  different  from  the  one  on 
which  Synod  elects  members  to  fill  the  various  other  Boards  in  the 
Church* 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  according  to  the 
Charter,  consists  of  eighteen  members,  all  of  whom  must  be 
laymen — ^whereof  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  may  annually  change  one-third  by  a  new  election. 
The  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  same  institution  consists  of  twelve 
peraons^  of  whom  one-half  may  be  changed  annually  by  a  new 
election.  Since  the  formation  of  the  Synods  of  Pittsburgh  and  the 
Potomac  out  of  portions  of  territory  originally  belonging  to  the 
Mother  Synod,  the  Sjrnod  of  Pittsburgh  has  been  represented  by 
two  members  on  the  Board  of  VisitorB  and  by  four  members  on  the 
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Board  of  Trustees  while  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  has  been  repre- 
sented by  four  members  on  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  by  six  on  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  consists 
of  thirty  members,  of  which  numbet  two-thirds  must  be  members  of 
the  Keft)rmed  Church.  The  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  States  elects  annually  three  members  of  the 
aforesaid  Board,  who  hold  their  office  for  a  term  of  ten  years.  Iho 
member  of  the  Faculty  can  be  elected  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees. 

The  Board  of  Publication,  acgording  to  the  Charter,  consists  of 
five  members.  One  vacancy  occurs  annually,  which  shall  be  filled 
by  an  election  held  by  Synod  at  its  annual  sessions  held  during  that 
year  from  nominations  made  by  the  Board  itself.  The  Trustee 
thus  elected  shall  serve  a  term  of  five  years.  The  Board  shall  not 
be  precluded  from  including  with  its  nominees  the  name  of  the  indi- 
vidual whose  term  expires. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jno.  p.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk. 

Concerning  the  Dimnisaal  of  Church  Members. 

The  following  report  from  a  Special  Committee  appointed  at  the 
Synod  of  Norristown,  Pa„  was  received  and  adopted.  It  is  as 
follows : 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  Sates : 
Fathebb  and  Brethren:  Your  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  inquiry  "  whether  any  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church 
has  a  right  to  receive  a  member  in  good  and  regular  standing,  in 
his  own  congregation,  who  having  made  application  for  his  or  her 
dismissal,  and  having  been  refused  such  paper  by  his  pastor/'  re- 
spectfully offer  the  following : 

Article  ISO,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  says:  ''Memb^s  of  the  Church  removing  from  the 
bounds  of  one  congregation  to  those  of  another,  shall  obtain  a 
certificate  of  membership  and  dismission,  and  connect  themselyes  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  with  the  congregation  to  whose  bounda  they 
have  removed."  * 

•  Norriftown  Min.  Sjaod,  1S88,  page  80. 
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This  language  Beems  to  make  it  the  duty  of  members  of  the 
Charch  removing  from  the  bounds  of  one  congregation,  to  ask  the 
proper  authorities  for  a  certificate  of  membership  and  dismission. 
If  these  refuse  or  neglect  to  issue  such  certificates  to  persons  duly 
entitled  to  them,  there  is  no  reason  why  such  persons  should  not  be 
received,  without,  certificates,  by  the  congregation  into  whose  bounds 
they  have  moved,  provided,  always,  that  the  Ck)nsistory  of  the  con- 
gregation are  satisfied  that  such  application  has  been  made,  and  the 
person  or  persons  are  entitled  to  such  certificates. 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Panvebeckeb.  Chcdrman. 

J.  B.  Henbt. 

JnO.  J.  NiSSLEY* 

Columbia,  Pa.,  Oct.  9*  1889. 

The  Changing  of  the  Synodioal  Title. 

The  following  report  was  submitted  by  a  Special  G>mmittee 
appointed  at  the  Synod  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  which  was  received  and 
adopted: 

To  the  Reverend  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  changing 
the  Synodical  title  of  this  Synod,  respectfully  report : 

That  your  committee  met  in  the  city  of  Beading  on  the  6th  day 
of  June,  and  have  also  had  several  meetings  in  AUentown  since 
the  meeting  of  Synod. 

That  upon  examination  of  the  Act  of  Incorporation*  they  find  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Ist  That  by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania* 
approved  March  30,  1859  (see  Pamphlet  Laws,  I860,  page  825), 
the  Trustees  of  Synod  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of  "  Trus- 
tees of  the  Synod  of  the  Grerman  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
SUtes." 

2d.  That  Section  2  of  said  Act  protects  this  Synod  against  any 
misnomers  in  the  instruments  making  grants,  bequests,  devises  or 
gifts  for  the  use  of  said  corporation. 

8d.  That  the  Trustees,  as  a  corporation,  are  empowered  to  make 
by-laws  and  ordinances.  ^ 

4th.  That  the  membenhip  of  the  corporation  is  limited  to  five 
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penons  elected  for  five  yean,  and  that  Synod  shall,  annaallj, 
change  one-fiflh  of  said  Board  or  Corporation  in  manner  as  the 
Sjmod  shall  see  proper. 

Gth.  That  the  Ck)rporatio]i  shall  hare  a  Preadent,  a  Yiee-PreBi- 
dent  (who  shall  be  Secretary  or  Clerk)  and  a  Treasurer. 

These  o£Scers  shall  be  elected  by  the  trustees  from  their  number, 
except  the  Treasurer,  who  shall*  annually,  be  elected  by  the  Synod 
from  the  members  of  the  Corporation. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  find  that  the  distinction  beyond  the 
Synod  proper  and  the  Corporation  is,  that  the  Synod  is  an  aaeocia- 
tion  and  the  trustees  are  the  Corporation ;  but,  that  under  the  said 
Act  of  Incorporation,  the  Synod  elects  the  trustees,  who  thereby 
become  members  of  the  Corporation,  and  that  the  general  financi^ 
business  of  Synod  is  committed  to  the  care  and  trust  of  said  Cbr- 
poration  by  said  Synod,  but  that  the  Corporation  is  subject  to  the 
special  instructions  of  Synod  in  the  management  and  disposal 
thereof 

Your  committee  also  finds  on  examination  of  the  laws  goyemin^ 
the  case*  that  any  amendment  to  the  charter,  or  change  of  name^ 
must  be  made  by  the  Corporation  itself,  and  which  afterwards  must 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Courts. 

We  would,  therefore,  respectfiiUy  submit  the  following  resolntions 
for  adoption  by  Synod,  viz. : 

Resolved  (1),  That  the  name  of  this  Synod  be  changed  by  the 
insertion  of  the  word  ^^  Eastern  "  before  the  word  Synod,  so  that  the 
same  shall  hereafter  be  known  as  ^  The  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States." 

Reeolved  (2),  That  the  Trustees  of  this  Synod  be  instructed  to 
take  necessary  steps  to  amend  their  Act  of  Incorporation,  so  that 
the  name  of  the  Corporation  may  conform  to  that  of  the  Synod. 

BespectftiUy  submitted, 

D.  E.  Elopp, 
John  W.  Bickel, 

H.  MOSSER, 

AOeniown,  Bi.,  October  17»  1883.  (hminiUm. 
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ARTICLE  XXL 

MI8CBLLAKEOU8. 

Report  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home, 

The  Report  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  presented  to  Synod 
through  its  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures.  The  item  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Henry  Moeser,  C. 
W.  Levan  and  Philip  Bausman. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home 
is  as  follows : 

To  the  Synod  of  the  United  States: 

Ret.  Fathebs  and  Bbfthren  : — Again  it  is  our  privilege  to 
call  your  attention  to  that  particular  spot  and  work  in  the  vine- 
yard of  the  Lord,  the  care  of  which,  under  God,  has  been  entrusted 
to  our  hands.  It  is  not  necessary  at  this  time  to  enlarge  upon  the 
necessity  or  importance  of  systematic  benevolence  or  of  making 
permanent  provision  for  the  care  of  neglected  and  dependent  chil- 
dren. The  Father's  tender  solicitude  for  these  is  repeatedly  ex« 
pressed  in  His  holy  word,  and  is  well  known  to  every  tn;e  under- 
BhephenL  I  will,  therefore,  briefly  state  the  condition  and  needs 
of  the  particular  work  in  which,  under  the  blessing  of  God  and 
your  sufferance,  we  are  permitted  to  labor. 

Twenty-six  years  ago  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  started.  In 
ftll  its  history  it  has  never  cared  for  as  many  church  orphans^  at 
one  time,  as  during  the  past  year.  God's  gracious  care  has  watched 
over  ns.  We  had  no  serious  sickness  in  the  orphan  family,  though 
the  kind  Heavenly  Father  saw  fit  to  make  us  personally  pass 
through  the  valley  of  deep  affliction  in  calling  home  to  Himself 
our  only  child. 

The  work  of  the  Home  has  gone  forward  in  its  usual  quiet  way. 
We  had  our  trials  and  oar  joys.  The  school  session  lasted  ten 
months,  the  children  attending,  as  a  rule,  three-fourths  of  the  day, 
while  the  other  fourth  they  were  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  prac- 
tical industrial  work.  Our  morning  and  evening  fiimily  worship, 
catechetical  instruction,  Sunday-school  and  chorch  services,  were  all 
rq^larly  observed  to  our  spiritual  comfort  and  upbuilding.  On 
Whit-Sunday  nine  of  our  orphan  children — five  girls  and  four 
boys— ^united  with  the  church.    The  work  in  the  house  and  on  the 
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fam  has  gone  forward  in  a  satiflfactory  manner,  and  our  acres 
yielded  for  the  support  of  the  family  more  in  comparison  than 
many  neighboring  ones,  owing  to  the  care  and  attention  which  is 
paid  to  the  land  which  the  church  has  purchased  for  our  use. 

We  have  at  present  78  children— -34  girls  and  44  boys.  Of  this 
number  8  are  from  the  bounds  of  the  Potomac  Synod,  while  the 
remainder  are  from  the  Synod  of  the  United  States. 

We  are  now  at  the  doors  of  winter ;  our  financial  condition  is 
not  as  comfortable  as  it  ought  to  be,  for  reasons  stated  below.  We 
have  a  floating  debt  of  about  $1700.00,  and  have  not  yet  made  full 
provision  for  winter.  Several  causes  contribute  to  this  state  of  af- 
£edrs. 

Fird,  Our  family  is  larger  than  it  formerly  was,  while  there  is 
no  perceptible  or  proportionate  increase  in  the  contribution& 
When  we  took  charge  of  the  Home,  three  and  a  half  years  ago, 
we  had  60  children ;  now  we  constantly  have  from  75  to  80. 

Second.  Our  anniversary  this  year,  while  numerically  and  soci- 
ally a  very  pleasant  and  successful  occasion,  did  not  yield  us  that 
financial  relief  which  we  had  fondly  hoped  it  would.  These  anni- 
versary occasions  seem  to  have  the  nature  of  some  good  old  apple- 
trees  ;  they  bear  abundantly  every  other  year.  This  was  an  ofi*- 
year. 

Third,  The  principal  cause,  however,  is  probably  found  in  the 
&ct  that  many  of  our  congregations  and  individuals,  instead  of 
making  their  regular  contributions  to  the  support  of  the  Home,  in 
the  fullness  of  their  hearts,  gave  all  they  felt  able  to  give  to  the 
worthy  cause  of  relieving  the  afiiicted  victims  of  the  Western  floods, 
and  in  responding  to  the  urgent  call  for  the  support  of  missions, 
thinking,  no  doubt,  that  since  this  Home  is  an  old  established  in- 
stitution, it  was  not  in  need  of  constant  support.  However*  if  this 
inference  was  drawn  by  any,  it  is  a  mistake.  We  have  a  farm, 
65  acres,  under  cultivation,  and  an  endowment  fund  of  about 
$3300.00  This  is  all  that  we  have  in  the  way  of  invested  sup- 
port The  bulk  of  our  support  for  our  large  &mily  must  come  di* 
rectly  from  the  hearts  and  pockets  of  the  people  every  year.  And, 
unless  this  is  done,  we  cannot  go  forward  in  the  good  work  on  the 
same  scale  in  which  we  have  been  working  lately. 

We  should  have  no  debt,  and  we  ought  to  pay  aa  we  go. 
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It  remaiDS  my  pleasant  dutj  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt daring  the  past  year,  of  the  sum  of  $2000.00  from  Mr.  Chas. 
W.  Santee,  of  Philadelphia,  which  is  added  to  the  endowment 
fiind  in  memory  ot  his  .deceased  son,  Joseph  H.  San  tee,  and  the 
further  gift  of  $1000  00  from  Mr.  Jacob  Bausman,  of  Lancaster,  Pa. 
Commending  this  work  anew  to  the  prayers  and  liberality  of 
yourselves  and  your  people,  and  praying  God  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  direct  us  in  all  things,  I  am,  Your  Bro.  in  Christ, 

Tho6.  M.  Yundt, 
See.  &  SupH.  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home, 
In  behalf  of  the  Board, 
Wamebdarf,  Pa,,  Oct  3, 1889. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  : — Your  committee  would  respectfully 
report  that  only  one  item  was  referred  to  them,  viz.,  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Orphans'  Home. 

With  special  gratification  do  we  refer  to  the  growing  confidence 
of  our  people  in  the  institution.  This  is  manifest  in  the  &ct  that 
beyond  the  contributions  for  general  support,  two  persons  made 
handsome  donations  for  endowment  Mr.  Chas.  Santee,  of  Phila- 
delphia, gave  $2,000.00  and  Mr.  Jacob  Bausman,  of  Lancaster^ 
$1,000  00.  The  endowment  fund  has  now  the  creditable  beginning 
of  $3,300.00. 

There  are  78  children  in  the  Home.  We  are  now  doing  the 
work  first  <!ontemplated,  inasmuch  as  the  inmates  are  all  church 
orphans.  The  increased  number  has  brought  increased  responsi- 
bility. The  physical,  moral,  educational,  industrial  and  religious 
condition  is,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  satisfactory. 

We  are  sorry  to  learn  that  there  is  a  deficiency  of  funds  in  meet- 
ing the  current  expenses  to  the  amount  of  $1,700.00.  This  is 
owing,  it  is  confidently  believed,  to  the  charitable  demands  on  our 
people  by  the  many  sufferers,  occasioned  by  the  great  floods  of  last 
spring. 

We  also  learn  that  the  Superintendent's  family,  who  so  tenderly 
care  for  many  church  orphans,  was  lately  bereft  by  death  of  their 
only  child.    In  view  of  this  event,  we  ofier  the  following : 
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Beaolvedf  That  this  Synod  tender  the  Superintendent  and  wife 
our  sincere  sympathy  in  their  bereavement,  and  prayerfully  com- 
mend  them  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  who  is  gradually  perfecting 
the  ties  of  family  life,  though  it  be  by  painAiI  disappointment  and 
the  visitation  of  death. 

We  also  offer  the  following  for  adoption : 

Besolved,  That  we  express  sincere  gratitude  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  degree  of  prosperity  vouchsafed  thB  Home  during  the  past 
year,  and  that  we  invoke  the  continuation  of  the  divine  favor. 

Resolved,  That  we  record  our  sincere  thanks  to  donors  for  gener- 
ous gifls  designated  for  endowment,  as  well  as  to  all  who  supplied 
the  general  wants  of  the  Home. 

Besolved,  That  the  attention  of  all  pastors,  congregations  and 
Sunday  schools  be  specially  called  to  the  large  deficiency  in  current 
funds  and  to  the  necessity  of  early  liquidation  of  the  debt ;  and 
that  they  be  urgently  requested  during  the  coming  Christmas  fes- 
tivities to  remember  the  Cause  of  the  Orphans  by  liberal  collec- 
tions and  donations. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  hereby  tendered  the 
members  of  the  Board  for  the  patient  and  careful  management  of 
this  charity.  Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  MossER,  Chairman^ 

The  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  iRnisien  and  their  Wtdwoi. 

In  response  to  action  taken  a  year  ago  by  this  Synod,  a  copy  of 
which  was  transmitted  by  the  Stated  Clerk  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
aforesaid  society,  the  following  communication  was  received : 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Dear  Brethren  :  The  officers  of  the  Society  for  Relief  of  Min- 
isters and  their  Widows  of  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
in  obedience  to  the  request  of  the  Society  present,  for  record  in 
the  Minutes  of  the  Synod,  the  following  brief  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  during  the  past  year,  viz. : 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash  on  hand  as  per  report  Oct.  9,  1888 12270.96 

Collections  during  the  year. ^ 16(y4.26 

Interest  from  invested  fund 360.62 

Bequest,  donation,  etc 4900.00 

$9185.74 
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EXPENDITUILES. 

Paid  to  29  annuitants $1610.00 

Invested 6166.00 

MiflcellaneouB  items 106.06 

Cash  on  hand  Oct.  8, 1889 2258.68 

$9135.74 
The  inyested  fund  amounts  to  $22,118.00. 

During  the  past  year  twenty-nine  annuitants  haye  been  on  the  roll 
of  the  society,  of  which  number  nine  were  disabled  ministers  and 
twenty  widows  of  deceased  ministers.  In  the  coming  year  two 
widows  more  will  be  added  to  the  list,  making  thirty-one  annui- 
tants. 

Most  of  the  cash  on  hand  will  be  needed  for  the  payment  of  the 
appropriations  made  by  the  society  during  the  sessions  of  the  Synod, 
and  which  will  be  paid  to  the  annuitants  on  or  before  the  close  of 
the  civil  year. 

Twelve  life  members  have  been  made  in  the  year  sow  closed  by 
the  different  Classes  from  the  collections  lifted  in  their  churches. 

m 

The  past  year  has  been  the  most  prosperous  year  in  the  history  of 
the  society — the  society  receiving  from  the  estate  of  Christian  H. 
Wolff  a  bequest  of  $2000  and  from  Elder  Chas.  Santee,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  a  donation  of  $2000,  in  memory  of  his  deceased  son, 
Joseph  H.  Santee.  The  future  of  the  society  is  bright,  with  the 
promise  of  better  and  more  liberal  things  for  the  disabled  ministers 
and  bereaved  widows.  Bimon  S.  Miller,  Treasurer. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  reiterate  our  former  action,  appointing  the 
third  Sunday  in  June  as  a  day  of  special  offerings  in  our  churches 
for  the  benefit  of  this  society. 

Resolved,  That  we  again  most  cordially  commend  the  Society  of 
Belief  to  the  attention  of  our  pastors  and  churches — that  the  Classes 
be  requested  whenever  it  can  at  all  be  done,  to  lay  annual  appor- 
tionments equivalent  to  at  least  two  life  memberships;  and  Air- 
ther,  that  our  Classes  be  directed  to  request  the  pastors  to  present 
the  claims  of  this  society  to  their  people  both  from  the  pulpit  and 
privately  in  the  course  of  their  ministrations  and  to  endeavor  to 
tecore  as  many  and  as  large  bequests  as  they  possibly  can. 
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The  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip. 

Tbe  4th  and  5th  items  in  the  Report  on  Overtures  were  submitted 
to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Bevs.  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  Dr. 
A.  B.  Koplin  and  F.  G.  Yost,  and  the  Elders  Wm.  Moyer  and  Dan- 
iel Miller,  who  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted. 
It  reads  as  follows : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  report  a  minute  on  the  Brotherhood 
of  Andrew  and  Philip  respectfully  offer  the  following : 

Several  documents  were  referred  to  uSf  viz. : 

a)  A  Manual  of  the  Brotherhood,  containing  a  constitution  and 
various  rules  and  by-laws. 

b)  A  Pamphlet  embodying  the  proceedings  of  the  1st  Conventioa 
of  the  Brotherhood,  held  in  the  2d  Reformed  Churchy  Reading,  Pa,, 
June  6  and  7,  1889,  and 

c)  A  Paper  from  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Brotherhood 
asking  favorable  recognition  by  this  body. 

Inasmuch  as  the  history  of  this  Brotherhood  in  its  origin,  object 
and  work  has  been  spread  before  the  Church,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
give  any  account  of  it  here.  It  is  enough  to  state  that  it  proposes 
to  organize  the  young  men  in  the  congregations  of  our  Church  into 
bands  or  brotherhoods,  under  the  direction  of  the  pastors,  in  order 
that  they  may  labor  more  efficiently  in  behalf  of  the  salvation  of 
young  men.  By  the  rules  of  the  organization  the  young  men, 
identifying  themselves  with  it,  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  pray 
for  young  men  and  to  seek  to  bring  those  who  are  not  Christians 
into  the  fold  of  Christ  In  view  of  the  above  considerations,  we 
offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved  1 ,  That  this  Synod  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  cen- 
tral object  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Andrew  and  Philip  in  its  purpose 
to  work  for  the  salvation  of  young  men,  doing  its  work  under  the 
supervision  of  the  pastors  and  in  harmony  with  the  doctrines  and 
customs  of  our  Church. 

Resolved  2,  That  the  aims  of  the  Brotherhood  are  worthy  of  the 
examination  and  study  of  our  ministers  and  churches,  and  we 
hereby  commend  the  Brotherhood  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
our  people.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  H.  JoHi7STONy  Chairman. 


93 


Alleniown  Female  College. 

During  the  Bession,  on  Thursday  aftemooni  an  invitation  was 
received  from  Rev-  Wm.  M.  Reily,  Ph.D.,  President  of  Allentown 
Female  College,  to  visit  the  aforesaid  Institution.  Synod  accepted 
the  invitation,  took  a  *  recess  of  one  hour  and  visited  the  College. 
The  Synod  waa  cordially  received  by  the  Teachers  and  pupils  of 
the  institution,  and  delightfully  entertained  during  its  brief  visit 
Later  in  its  sessions  Synod  adopted  the  following  action : 

Whereas,  Allentown  Female  College,  the  only  Educational  In- 
stitution in  the  Reformed  Church,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  edu- 
cation of  Young  Ladies,  is  located  within  the  bounds  of  this 
Synod,  therefore— 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  express  our  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion in  having  been  privileged  by  special  invitation  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Wm.  M.  Reily,  the  President  of  the  College,  to  visit  said  institu- 
tion, and  that  we  do  most  cordially  commend  the  College  to  the 
confidence  and  support  of  the  Synod,  as  well  as  to  the  Church  at 
large ;  and  further,  that  we  hereby  request  the  different  Classes  to 
take  such  action  as  may  seem  to  them  most  expedient,  and  as  may 
be  efficacious  for  its  financial  assistance  and  enlarged  patronage. 

The  Educational  Intereds  of  iheChurch, 

On  Saturday,  during  the  Afternoon  Session,  Dr.  Philip  Schaff,  of 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York,  briefly  addressed  the 
Synod  on  "  reminiscences "  concerning  his  call  to  and  acceptance 
of  the  Professorship  of  Church  History  in  the  Seminary  at  Mer- 
cersburg,  forty-five  years  ago.  He  briefly  reviewed  with  satisfac- 
tion the  progress  that  since  then  has  attended  the  Reformed  Church 
and  its  Educational  Institutions,  to  which  he  feels  himself  still 
warmly  attached.  Additional  addresses  were  made  by  Drs.  Thos. 
O.  Apple,  Jno.  S.  Stahr,  E.  V.  Gerhart,  R  E.  Higbee  and  Jos.  EL 
Dabbs,  concerning  the  position,  the  progress  and  the  pressing 
needs  of  the  College  and  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster, 
Fa.  The  need  of  a  building  for  the  Theological  Seminary  was 
strongly  emphasized.  Special  buildings  are  also  greatly  needed  for 
the  departments  of  sdence  and  the  preaervatUm  of  valuable  Ubra- 
riea. 
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The  Subjed  of  Padoral  Support. 

The  following  preamble  and  reeolution  on  this  subject  was  adop- 
ted: 

Whereas,  the  subject  of  Pastoral  Support,  throughout  the 
bounds  of  Synod,  is  not  properly  understood,  and  in  many  in- 
stances pastors  receive  inadequate  compensation,  therefore, 

Besolvedf  That  a  committee  of  three  Elders  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare a  brief  paper  calling  attention  to  the  peculiar  expenses  of 
Ministers,  and  to  the  injunction  of  the  Saviour,  that  the  laborer  ia 
worthy  of  his  hire — and  that  this  committee  shall  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  Synod. 

The  oommittee  consists  of  Elders .  Jacob  Rader,  Jno.  W.  Bickel 
and  Geo.  W.  HenseL 

Topics  on  Practical  Church  Work, 

The  following  action  was  adopted  : 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  Revs. 
Henry  Mosser,  Dr.  Chas.  F.  McCauley  and  Dr.  B.  Bausman  be  ap- 
pointed to  select  subjects  and  speakers  on  Practical  Church  Work, 
to  be  discussed  at  the  evening  session  of  the  next  annual  Synod, 
and  that  persons  chosen  to  present  these  subjects  be  notified  at  least 
one  month  prior  to  the  meeting  of  Synod. 

Action  on  the  Publication  of  a  New  Hymn-Booh, 

In  response  to  overtures,  coming  from  several  Classes  which  the 
Synod  of  Norristown  referred  to  a  special  committee  to  propose  a 
certain  line  of  action.  A  report  on  this  subject  was  presented,  aa 
published  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Norristown,  on  pagee 
84-86,  but  action  thereon  was  deferred  to  the  present  sessions  of 
Synod.  The  subject  was  taken  up  on  Thursday  afternoon,  and 
freely  discussed,  after  which  Synod  came  to  the  decision  that  action 
on  the  report  be  itidefinitely  postponed. 

REPORT  ON  170MIKATI0NB. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  the  following  report 
which  was  adopted  : 

The  committee  would  report  that  the  following  items  have  been 
referred  to  them : 

1,  A  communication  fit>m  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synods 
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nominating  Rev.  Henry  Moeoer  and  Dr.  S.  A«  Leinbach,  one  of 
whom  is  to  be  elected  as  Trustee  of  Synod. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication,  stating  that  the 
term  of  Jas.  T.  Reber  expires. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trus* 
tees  of  Frauklin  and  Marshall  College,  stating  that  the  terms  of 
Messrs.  J.  W.  Wetzel,  S.  A.  Butz  and  B.  F.  Shenk  expire. 

4.  A  communication  from  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  stating  that  it 
has  nominated  W.  R  Barnhart,  Esq.,  for  Trustee  of  Theological 
Seminary,  and  Rev.  Prof.  Ludan  Cort  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors  of  said  Seminary. 

5.  A  communication  from  Potomac  Synod,  nominating  Messrs. 
H.  Wirt,  Israel  Laucks,  Chas.  A.  Schultz,  Edgar  Slagle,  H.  W. 
Shriver  and  Isaac  H.  Keefer  for  trustees  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  Rev.  Dr.  A.  H.  Kremer,  Dr.  E.  R.  Eschbach  and  J.  C 
Bowman,  as  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors. 

6.  An  item  from  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Missions,  referring 
to  the  fact  that  the  term  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
has  expired 

Your  committee  would  recommend  the  following  for  considera- 
tion, viz. : 

1.  That  the  names  of  Rev.  H.  Mosser  and  Rev.  S.  A.  Ldnbach 
be  submitted  to  Synod,  one  of  whom  is  to  be  elected  as  Trustee  of 
Synod. 

2.  That  Jas.  T.  Reber  be  re-elected  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Publication. 

3.  The  following  names  are  submitted  ibr  Trustees  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College.  Messrs.  J.  W.  Wetzel,  8.  A.  Butz,  B.  F. 
Shenk,  Wm.  Keller,  Jos.  Obert,  C.  C.  Leader — three  of  whom  are 
to  be  elected  for  a  term  of  ten  years. 

4.  We  recommend  the  election  of  the  persons  whose  names  were 
submitted  by  the  Synods  of  Potomac  and  Pittsburgh  as  members 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  and  do  not  recommend  any  change  in  this  Synod's  rep- 
resentation on  these  Boards. 

5.  We  recommend  that  the  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  be  instructed 
to  append  his  report  to  this  Synod  in  r^;ard  to  the  Law  and  Cust 
torn  of  electing  members  of  the  different  Boards  in  the  printed 
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Minutes,  together  with  such  a  schedule  of  the  various  Boards 
will  show  from  year  to  year,  whose  term  of  olSSce  expires. 

6.  Your  committee  submits  a  double  number  of  names,  from 
which  Synod  is  to  elect  a  Board  of  Missions.  ^  ' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Thob.  J.  Hacker,  Chairman. 

The  committee  was  directed  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  tickets 
printed,  and  the  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  the 
Wednesday  evening's  session.  The  hour  for  the  election  having  ar- 
rived, the  President  appointed  Revs.  S.  R.  Bridenbaugh  and  Henry 
T.  Spangler  as  tellers.  The  tickets  w^re  distributed,  the  roll 
called  and  the  ballot  taken.  The  results  of  the  election  were  re- 
ported to  the  President,  who  announced  the  same  to  the  Synod. 

The  members  elected  on  [the  various  Boards  are  noted  in  each 
case  in  their  appropriate  place  The  vacancies  occurring  in  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  were  filled  by 
the  re-election  of  Messrs.  J.  W.  Wetzel,  S.  A,  Butz  and  B.  F. 
Shenk. 


Catalogues  were  received  from  Ursinus  College,  Palatinate  Col- 
lege, Allentown  Female  College  and  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege. Synod  was  pleased  to  learn  of  the  success  which  has  thus  far 
attended  these  institutions,  and  commends  them  anew  to  the  favor- 
able  consideration  and  patronage  of  the  Church. 


At  the  opening  of  the  Sessions  of  Synod  the  President  appointed 
Revs.  B.  B.  Ferer,  Thos.  M.  Yundt,  D.  W.  Gerhard  and  W.  F. 
More  as  reporters,  who,  from  day  to  day,  reported  the  proceedings 
of  Synod  to  the  secular  papers. 


ARTICLE  XXn. 

BESUBCPTIOK  AND  CLOSE. 

The  following  vote  of  thanks  was  unanimously  adopted : 
Resolved,  That  Synod  hereby  tenders  its  most  hearty  thanks  to 
Zion*s  Reformed  Congregation  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  and  to  the  Re- 
formed people  of  other  congregationsi  for  the  excellent  accommo- 
dations and  entertainment  famished  the  members  and  visitors. 
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Bem>bfed,  Thnt  the  thanks  of  Syiiod  he  extended  to  the  officers  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Beading  Railroad,  the  Lehigh  Yallej  Bail- 
road,  the  Central  Bailroad  of  New  Jersey  and  the  Stony  Creek 
Bailroad,  for  thdr  courtesy  in  furnishing  members  and  visitors  with 
excursion  rates. 

The  Synodical  roll  was  called,  finally,  and  no  one  was  found  ab« 
sent  without  permission.  The  Minutes  were  then  read,  finally,  and 
approyedy  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 


ABTICLE  XXIIL 

ADJOUBKMENT. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Suohedf  That  the  next  annual  sessions  of  Synod  be  held  in  the 
First  Beformed  Church,  of  Beading,  Pa.,  on  the  8d  Wednesday 
(October  15th),  A.P.,  189a  at  7.30  p.m. 

Synod  finally  adjourned  by  joining  in  the  Confession  of  Faith, 
in  ^e  Lord's  Prayer  and  in  the  singing  of  the  Doxology.  The 
Apostolic  Benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  President. 

J«o.  P.  Steik,  Stated  Clerh.        Jno.  M.  T^tzel,  Prerident. 

Offidal  copy  firom  the  original  Minutes. 
Jho.  P.  Stbot,  /SMed  Clerk, 
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LENIMATA. 


Article      I.  Opening  of  Synod. 
"  II.  Members  Present. 

"        III.  Election  or  Ofticers. 
"        IV.  Rlxes  of  Order. 
•*  V.  Standing  Committees. 

/.   On  Minutes  of  Synod. 

2,    On  Overtures. 

J.   On  Religious  Services, 

4.  On  Minutes  of  Classes, 

5.  On  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordinadon, 

6.  On  the  State    of  Religion    and  Statistical 

Reports. 

7.  On  Theological  Seminary. 

8.  On  Missions. 
Q.   On  Finance. 

10.  On  Nominations. 

11.  On  Publication. 

*'  VI.  Communications. 

**  VII.  Synodical  Minutes. 

"  VIII.  Overtures. 

**  IX.  Religious  Services, 

*^  X.  Minutes  of  Classes. 

"  XI.  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordination. 

"  XII.  Religion  and  Morals. 

**  XIII.  Theological  Seminary. 

"  XIV.  Missions. 

"  XV.  Finance. 

"  XVI.  Appeals  and  References.] 

"  XVII.  Complaints. 

'*  XVIII.  Sunday  Schools. 

**  XIX.  Publication. 

**  XX.  Church  Government. 

"  XXI.  Miscellaneous. 

^'  XXIL  Resumption  and  Close. 

"  XXIII.  Adjournment. 


One  Hundred  and  Forty-fourth  Annual 


ACTS  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 

Of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States ^ 

convened  in  the  First  Reformed  Church  of  Readings  Pa, ,  in  the 

month  of  October^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun^ 

dred  and  ninety.     The  sessions  began  on  the  evening  of  the 

fifteenth  and  coutinued  until  noon  of  the  twenty-first. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OPENING   OF   SYNOD. 

Synod  convened,  according  to  adjournment,  in  First  Reformed 
Church,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  October  15th,  a.  d.  1890,  at  7:30  p.  m. 
The  session  was  opened  with  religious  services,  and  the  opening 
sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Jno.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D.,  from  the 
text  recorded  in  I  Cor.  15  :  3 — "  For  I  delivered  unto  you,  first  of 
all,  that  which  I  also  received,  how  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins 
according  to  the  Scriptures."  At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon,  the 
President  called  the  Synod  to  order,  and  formally  opened  it  with 
prayer.  Whereupon  the  certified  roll  was  called,  and  a  quorum 
was  formed  to  be  in  attendance. 


ARTICLE  II. 

MEMBERS   PRESENT. 

/. — From  the  C/assis  of  East  Pennsylvafiia, 

Ministers:  Tilgh  O.  Stem,  Geo,  B.  Smith,  G.  A.  Schwedes,*  J. 
E.  Smith,'  S.  P.  Mauger,  ^-^  C.  W.  Levan. 

Elders :  J,  J.  Hoffman,' Jno.  A.  Singer,  Gabriel  Riedy. 

II, — From  the  Ciassis  of  Lebanon, 

Ministers:  Geo.  B.  Resser,*  Samuel  A.  Leinbach,**  Wm.  C. 
SchacfTer,  Ph.  D.,  Henry  Hilbish.* 

Eldsrs :  Harrison  P.  Epler,'  D.  P.  Althouse, «  Jacob  K.  Funk, «  - 
J.  H.  Cilley. 


///. — From  the  Class  is  of  Philadelphia, 

Ministers :  Jos.  H.  Hendricks,  Jno.  H.  Sechler,  Jas.  I.  Good^ 
D.  D„«-*  Chls.  H.  Coon, 2-  J.  B.  Henry,^  Henry  T.  Spangler.«-* 

Elders :  Hiram  C,  Hoover,'  IVof.  J.  S.  Weinberger,*  Jno.  W. 
Bickel,  Esq,,  Wm.  K.  Gresh,*  VVm.  H.  Schall. 

IV — From  the  Classis  of  Lancaster. 

Ministers:  E.  N.  Kremer,^  S.  M.  Roeder,  Jon.  H.  Pannebecker, 
Wm.  F.  Lichliter,  Jno.  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D. 

Elders :  P.  Bausman,  Wm.  A.  Heilshu,*-*  p.  E.  Gruger,  Wm. 
H.  Seibert. 

V, — From  the  Classis  of  East  Susquehanna^ 

Ministers :  Tilgh.  Derr,^  S.  P.  Brown,*  A.  R.  Hottenstein.* 
Elders :  Daniel  Eisenhart,  M.  G.  Bressler,*  Jno.  R.  Kauffman.* 

VI, — From  the  Classis  of  West  Susquehanna, 

Ministers :  Wm.  M.  Landis,*-^  Geo.  E.  Addams,  2-*  Lewis  Robb, 
Elders :  Prof.  Wm.  Moyer,  Dr.  F.  W.  Vandersloot,  Henry  W» 
Kreamer.  *"* 

VH — From  the  Classis  of  Goshenhoppen^ 

Ministers:  Eli  Keller,  D.  D.,  Isaac  S.  Stahr,* 
Elders  :  Reuben  Riegner.  • 

VII  1, — From  the  Classis  of  Tohicken, 

Ministers:  A.  B.  Koplin,  D.  D.,«  F.  J.  Mohr.* 
Elders :  Wm.  F.  Hartman,  Nathaniel  Metz/ 

IX, — From  the  Classis  of  Lehigh, 

Ministers :  C.  Ernest  Wagner,*  J.  Alvin  Reber,  Thos,  N.  Rebcr,. 
Jno.  H.  Leinbach. 

Elders:  Jas.  F.  Hunsicker,  Wm.. R.  Lawfer,'**  Thos.  F,  Butz.* 

» 

X, — From  the  Classis  of  Schuylkill, 

Ministers:  Geo.  W.  Roth,  Chas  B.  Schneder,*  W.  Donat,  »  G. 
B  Walbert.' 

Elders:  Chas.  A.  Meek,*  Samuel  H.  Lenhart,*"*  Daniel  Shepp,*' 
Daniel  Miller. 


The  numbers  attached  to  the  names  of  delegates  on  the  roll  indicate  the  dajr  when 
they  appeared  and  took  their  seats.  The  letters  indicate  the  day  on  which  they  obtained 
leave  of  absence. 


XL-^From  the  Classis  of  Wyoming, 

Ministers:  E,  D.  Miller,  Aaron  Noll,^  Daniel  E.  Schoedler. 
Eii/ers:  William  j;  Eckert,-  David  R.  Williams.' 

Rev.  Jno.  F.  Moyer,  delegate  secundus  from  Lancaster  Classis, 
occupied  the  seat  of  Rev.  E,  N.  Kremer,  delegate  primarius,  until 
the  third  day,  when  he  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Rev,  Chas.  E.  Wehler,  delegate  secundus  from  Philadelphia 
Classis,  occupied  the  seat  of  Dr.  Jas.  I.  Good,  delegate  primarius, 
until  the  third  day,  when  he  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Rev.  A.  L.  De;phant,  delegate  secundus  from  Goshenhpppen 
Classis,  occupied  .jhe  seat  of  Rev.  I.  S.  Stahr  until  the  second  day, 
when  the  primarius  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Prof.  Wm.  M.  Reily,  delegate  secundus  after  the  fifth  day,  occu- 
pied the  seat  of  the  primarius.  Rev.  C.  E.  Wagner,  from  Lehigh 

Classis. 

Advisory  Members. 

East  Pennsylvania  Ciassis. — Rev.  Jas.  W.  Mabry. 

Lebanon  C/assis,— Revs,  David  U.  Wolff,  D.  B.  Albright,  L.  D. 
Stambaugh,  Wm.  J.  Kershner,  Henry  J.  Welker,  D.  E.  Klopp,  D. 
D.,  Thos.  C.  Leinbach,  R.  S.  Appel  and  Jon.  E.  Heister,  D.  D. 

Philadelphia  Classis, — Revs.  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  E.  C. 
Hibschman,  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  D.  D. 

Lancaster  Classis, — Revs.  J.  M.  Titzel,  D.  D.,  J.  S.  Hartman, 
Dr.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  W.  Gerhard,  D.  C.  Tobias,  S.  Schweitzer, 
Jos.  H.  Dubbs,  D.  D.,  A,  C,  Whitmer,  M.  H.  Sangree  and  Prof. 
J.  E.  Kerschner. 

East  Susquehanna  Classis. — Revs.  Geo.  J.  Lisberger,  Thos.  J. 
Hacker  and  Dr.  Rudolph  Duenger. 

West  Susquehanna  Classis, — Revs.  Wm.  Clouser  and  Jno.  F. 
DeLong. 

Goshenhoppen  Classis, — Revs.  S.  M.  K.  Huber,  C.  S.  Wieand, 
Geo.  P.  Fisher,  Jos.  E.  Freeman,  C.  H.  Herbst,  L.  K.  Evans. 

Lehigh  Classis, — Revs.  M.  H.  DifTenderfer,  Geo.  W.  Richards, 
M.  L.  Brensinger, 

Schuylkill  Classis. — Revs.  Dr.  C.  F.  McCauley,  Dr.  B.  Bausman 
H.  Mosscr,  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  C.  S.  Gerhard,  H.  Y.  Stoner,  O. 
H.  Strunck,  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  H.  K.  Binckley,  R.  W.  Miller. 


Wyoming  C/assis. — Revs.  Wm.  S.  Engle,  F.  K.  Levan. 
Vifgim'a  CiassiSy  Synod  of  Potomac. — Rev,  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D. 
Carlisle  ClassiSy  Synod  of  Potomac. — Rev.  L.  S.  Messinger. 
Maryland  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac, — Rev.  Warren  J.  Johnson. 
Tiffiin  Classisy  Synod  of  Ohio, — Rev.W,  H.  H.  Hibschroan,  D.  D. 
German  Philculelphia  Classis ^  German  Synod  of  the  East, — Revs. 
I..  K.  Derr  and  Dr.  N.  Gehr. 

Other  Churches. 

Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  M.  C.  Horine,  Rev.  E.  S.  Brownmiller. 

Pr.esbyterian  Church,  Rev.  Wm.  Templeton. 

Evangelical  Church,  Rev.  S.  C.  Breyfogle,  Rev.  A.  Krecker. 


ARTICLE  IIL 

ELECTION   OF   OFFICfiRS. 

Rev.  Tilgh  O.  Stem,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  was  elected  President. 

Rev.  Geo.  B.  Resser,  of  Lebanon,  Pa.,  was  elected  Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

Rev.  J  no.  F.  Moyer,  of  Huramelstown,  Pa.,  was  elected  Treas- 
urer. 

Rev.  John  P.  Stein,  of  Millersville,  Pa.,  is  continued  Stated 
Clerk. 


ARTICLE  IV. 

RULES  OF  ORDER. 

The  reading  of  the  Rules  of  Order  was,  on  motion,  dispensed 
with,  and  the  limits  constituting  the  Bar  of  the  House  wtrt  defined 
to  consist  of  the  first  ten  pews  from  the  chancel  railing. 

The  following  hours  were  fixed  for  the  opening  and  closing  of 
the  current  sessions  of  the  Synod,  to  wit :  The  daily  sessions  of 
the  Synod  are  to  open  at  9  a.  m.  and  Close  at  5  p.  m.,  with  a  recess 
at  noon  from  11:30  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.  An  evening  session  was  held 
on  Monday,  beginning  at  7  o'clock. 


ARTICLE  V. 

STANDING   COMMITTEES. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees,  viz : 

I.  On  Minutes  of  Synod. — Revs.  Chas.  B.  Schneder,  Thomas  N. 
Reber,  A.  R.  Hottenstein,  Elders  Prof.  J.  Shelly  Weinberger,  Ga- 
briel Riedy. 

II.  On  Overtures, — Revs.  Jno.  H.  Sechler,  Geo.  B.  Smith,  Geo. 

B.  Resser,  Elders  Wm.  F.  Hartman  and  J.  J.  Hoffman. 

III.  On  Religious  Services. — Revs.  Lewis  Robb,  Chas.  E.  Weh- 
ler  and  Elder  Daniel  Miller. 

IV.  On  Minutes  of  Classes. — Revs.  J.  Alvin  Reber,  H.  T. 
Spangler,  Samuel  M.  Roeder,  Elders  Prof.  Wm.  Moyer  and  Jas. 
F.  Hunsicker. 

V.  On  Examination^  Licensure  and  Ordination. — Revs.  Eli  Kel- 
ler, D.  D.,  John  S.  Stahr,  Ph.  D.,  A.  B.  Koplin,  D.  D.,  Elders 
Wm.  H.  Seibert  and  Chas.  A.  Meek. 

VI.  On  Religion  and  Morals. — Revs.  D,  E.  Schoedler,  Samuel 
A.  Leinbach,  Geo.  B.  Walbert,  Elders  Dr.  F.  W.  Vandersloot, 
Philip  Bausman. 

VII.  On  Theological  Seminary. — Revs.  Wm.  C.  Shaeffer,  Ph. 
D.,  Geo.  W.  Roth,  C.  K.  Wagner,  Elders  John  W.  Bickel  and 
David  R.  Williams. 

VIII.  On  Missions. — Revs.  F.  J.  Mohr,  Wm.  F  Lichliter,  G.> 
A.  Schwedcs,  Elders  Daniel  Eisenhart  and  William  H.  Schall. 

IX.  On  Finance. — Revs.  Jonathan  H.  Pannebecker,  Aaron  Noll,, 
S.  P.  Mauger,  Elders  Wm.  J.  Eckert  and  Harrison  P.  Epler. 

X.  On  Nominations. — Revs.  C.  W.  Levan,  E.  D.  Miller,  Isaac 
S.  Stahr,  Elders  Daniel  Shepp  and  Nathaniel  Metz. 

XI.  On  Publication. — Revs.  Tilgh  Derr,  Geo.  B.  Resser,  Joha 
H.  Sechler,  Elders  Jno.  W.  Bickel  and  Reuben  Riegner. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

I.  The  Minutes  of  the  Classes  of  East  Pennsylvania,  Lebanon, 
Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  East  Susquehanna,  West  Susquehanna, 
Goshenhoppen,  Tohicken,  Lehigh,  Schuylkill  and  Wyoming  were 
received,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of 
Classes,  except  the  Reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  the  Sta- 
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tistical  Tables,  which  were  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
these  subjects. 

2.  The  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  Board 
of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary — ^also  the  Annual  Re|X)rt 
of  the  Board  of  Education — were  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committe  on  Theological  Seminary. 

3.  The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Synod,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  Synod  were  received.  The  former  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Nominations,  and  the  latter  to  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Finance, 

4.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Misssons,  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  the  Report  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions — also  the  Report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  P'oreign  Missions — were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missions. 

5.  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Publication  was  received 
and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Publication. 

6.  A  Communication  from  Potomac  Synod  with  Nominations 
for  Board  of  Visitors  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Semi- 
nary was  received  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on 
Nominations. 

7.  A  Report  from  the  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College 
was  received  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

8.  Numerous  other  documents  were  received  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures. 


ARTICLE  VII. 

MINUTES   OF  SYNOD. 

The  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Synod  of  Allentown  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  also  the 
Minutes  of  the  General  Synod  at  Lebanon.  The  committee  sub- 
mitted its  report,  which  was  considered  item  by  item,  and  adopted. 
The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

REPORT   ON   THE   MINUTES   OF   SYNOD    OF   ALLENTOWN,   1 889. 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Synod  beg  leave  to  report  the 
following  items,  viz . 

Item  7,  Page  jy.  The  Committee  on  the  endowment  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  was  continued. 
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Item  2,  Page  62.  The  Synod  resolved  to  continue  the  Tri-Syn- 
•odic  Compact  for  another  term  of  four  years,  unless  in  the  mean 
time  the  Synod  orders  otherwise. 

Item  J,  Page  62.  Synod  requested  classes  to  take  actioh  that 
will  lead  to  the  endowment  of  additional  church  building  funds 
by  Missionary  Societies  and  by  mdividual  members  of  the  church. 

//em  4,  Page  6j.  The  Board  of  Home  Missions  was  requested  to 
•enlarge  the  Executive  Council  from  four  to  six  members. 

Item  ^y  Page  yj.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  return  the 
Memorial  from  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church  of  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
along  with  certain  information  in  reference  to  the  Memorial  sent 
to  Synod. 

Item  6,  Page  82.  This  Synod  overtured  the  Synods  of  Pitts- 
burgh and  Potomac  to  discontinue  the  Editorial  Commission,  and 
to  place  the  arrangement  for  editing  the  Messenger  in  charge  of 
the  Board  of  Publication,  under  the  terms  of  contract  with  Rev. 
Chas.  G.  Fisher,  D.  D. 

Item  7,  Page  82.  The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  3300 
copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  published  in  the  English  language. 

Item  8,  Page  86,  The  Trustees  of  this  Synod  were  instructed  so 
to  amend  their  Act  of  Incorporation  that  its  legal  title  may  con- 
form to  that  of  Synod. 

Item  p,  Page  g4.  A  committee  of  three  elders  was  appointed,  to 
prepare  and  report  at  this  annual  meeting  a  brief  paper,  calling 
attention  to  the  peculiar  expenses  of  Ministers,  and  to  the  injunc- 
tion of  the  Saviour,  that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire  ;  Elder 
Jacob  Rader,  Chairman. 

Item  10,  Page  Q4,  Synod  appointed  a  committee  to  select  sub- 
jects and  speakers  on  Practical  Church  Work  for  the  evening  ses- 
sions of  this  Synod,  Rev.  H.  Mosser,  Chairman. 

REPORT   ON    MINUTES   OF  GENERAL   SYNOD   OF  LEBANON,  MAY,   189O. 

Item  /,  Page  64.  General  Synod  urges  District  Synods  to  transfer 
their  missions  and  funds  to  the  General  Board. 

Item  2y  Page  yg.  General  Synod  urges  District  Synods  to  direct 
the  classes  to  direct  the  consisteries  to  bring  as  far  as  practicable 
the  cause  of  missions  to  the  individual  member. 

Item  J,  Page  jg.  General  Synod  requests  the  classes,  through 
the  synods  to  apportion  such  amount  upon  the  charges,  as  shall 
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average  5  cents  per  member,  per  year,  for  the  period  of  three  years 
as  a  Church  Building  Fund. 

Item  4y  Page  100,  District  Synods  and  classes  are  instructed  to 
take  action  on  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Item  5,  Page  120.  General  Synod  urges  Synod  to  continue,  and 
if  possible,  increase  their  contributions  to  Orphans*  Homes. 

Item  6f  Page  121.  General  Synod,  in  reference  to  the  Society 
for  the  relief  of  Ministers  and  their  widows,  requests  District 
Synods :  (a)  to  urge  upon  their  classes  to  take  such  action  as  shall 
best  bring  the  importance  of  the  Society's  claims  to  the  notice  of 
the  people  and  elicit  their  hearty  support,  (b)  to  urge  that  special 
account  be  taken  of  the  fact  that  the  coming  year  will  be  the  Cen- 
tennial year  of  the  founding  of  the  Society,  (c)  to  direct  the 
classes  to  increase  the  number  of  life  members  of  the  Society. 

Item  7,  Page  ijS.  The  Eastern  Synod  is  respectfully  requested 
to  pay  the  delinquency  on  the  Bohemian  Church  Aid. 

Item  8,  Page  ijS.  Synods  are  directed  to  pay  apportionments 
for  Harbor  Missions  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions of  the  General  Synod. 

Item  p,  Page  ij8.  Synods  are  requested  to  pay  one-half  of  their 
contingent  expenses  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  General  Synod  withia 
one  year  after  the  adjournment  of  that  Synod. 

Item  10,  Page  164.  The  next  triennial  sessions  of  the  General 
Synod,  will  be  held  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church  of  Reading, 
Pa.,  May  24,  A.  D.,  1893,  at  7:30  P.  M. 

.  Item  Iff  Page  rj.  General  Synod  does  not  approve  of  the  sug- 
gestion of  this  Synod  to  apply,  if  the  unification  theory  be  adopted, 
the  contributions  of  German  congregations  to  support  German  mis- 
sions and  those  of  English  congregations  to  the  support  of  English 
missions,  and  those  of  congregations  where  both  languages  to- 
similar  missions. 

Item  12,  Page  146,  General  Synod  adopts  Dr.  N.  Gehr's  trans- 
lation of  the  '*  Directory  of  Worship  "  and  allows  its  use. 

Item  ijy  Page  1^8,  General  Synod  makes  the  following  appor- 
tionment on  this  Synod,  to  wit : 

For  Contingent  Expenses, |i272.ia 

"    Harbor  Missions, 1060.15. 

Total, 2332,25. 
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Item  14,  Page  162,  General  Synod  heartily  commends  the  aims 
and  objects  of  the  "American  Sabbath  Union/' 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  B.  Schneder,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item,  i,  see  Article  XIII,  Theo- 
logical Seminary  ;  for  the  result  of  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  2> 
3,  4,  see  Article  XIV,  Missions ;  on  5  and  6,  see  Article  XVI, 
References ;  on  items  7,  see  Article  XIX,  Publication  ;  on  item  8^ 
see  Article  XV,  Finance ;  on  item  9,  see  article  XXI,  Miscellane- 
ous; on  item  10,  see  Article  IX,  Religious  Service. 

General  Synod — For  the  action  of  Synod  on  item  i,  see  Article 
XIV,  Missions;  for  action  on  items  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  with  a,  b,  c,  see 
Article,  XVI,  References;  on  item  7  and  13,  see  Article  XV,  Fi- 
nance; items  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  were  adopted ;  for  action  on  item 
14,  see  Article  XVI,  Miscellaneous. 


ARTICLE  VIII. 

OVERTURES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Overtures  submitted  its  report.  It 
was  taken  up,  and  considered,  item  by  item,  and  finally  adopted. 
The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  Overtures  begs  leave  to  report  that  the  fol- 
lowing named  communications  have  been  placed  in  its  hands,  and 
are  herewith  presented  for  your  action  : — 

1.  Communication  frotn  George  F.  Baer,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  proffer- 
ing passes  over  the  Neversink  Mountain  Railroad  to  delegates  to 
Synod ;  also  one  from  C.  M.  Dechant,  Superintendent  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Penn  Gravity  Railroad,  inviting  members  of  Synod  to 
a  free  ride  over  the  road,  and  accompanied  with  tickets  for  the 
purpose. 

2.  Bid  of  **Owen,  the  Printer,"  for  publishing  the  Minutes  of 
Synod. 

3.  Letter  from  Rev.  A.  R.  Kremer,  concerning  his  "  Life  of  Dr. 
Nevin,"  together  with  a  copy  of  the  book. 

4.  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home. 

5.  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Education. 

6.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  a  New  Pro- 
fessorship in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 
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7-  Communication  from  the  Faculty  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
inary  at  Lancaster,  Pa, 

8.  Report  of  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer,  Missionary  Superintendent. 

9.  Plan  for  Unification  of  Home  Missions. 

10.  Communication  relating  to  Special  Mission  Work  among 
^he  Hungarians. 

11.  Register  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  and  Theological 
Seminary. 

12.  Catalogues  of  Ursinus  and  Palatinate  College. 

13.  Copy  of  the  '*  Weekly  Messenger**  of  issue  Dec.  15.  1841, 
containing  sermon  by  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff,  delivered. at  opening  of 
Synod,  at  Reading,  Pa.,  in  1841. 

14.  Communication  from  a  Committee  appointed  to  arrange  for 
the  Annual  Reunion  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  Eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

15.  Overture  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  requesting  a  reduc- 
tion in  its  classical  apportionment  for  home  missions. 

16.  Communication  from  Potomac  Synod,  communicating  infor- 
mation of  time  and  place  of  its  next  annual  meeting,  and  suggest- 
ing that  the  Potomac  and  Eastern  Synods  meet  at  different  times. 

17.  An  appeal  against  the  opening  on  Sunday  of  the  Columbian 
Exposition  at  Chicago. 

18.  Report  of  Society  for  Relief  of  Ministers  and  Ministers' 
Widows, 

19.  Catalogue  of  Allen  town  Female  College. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Sechler,  Chairman, 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  items  i,  3,  4,  11,  12,  14,  16,  17,  18 
and  19,  see  Art.  XXI,  Miscellaneous.  On  item  2,  see  Art.  XIX, 
on  Publication.  On  items  5,  6  and  7,  sec  Art.  XIII,  on  Theolog- 
ical Seminary.  On  items  8,  9,  10  and  13,  see  Art.  XIV,  on  Mis- 
sions.    On  item  13,  see  Art.  XVI,  on  References. 


ARTICLE  IX. 


RELIGIOUS    EXERCISES. 

The  Sessions  of  Synod  were  opened  with  religious  services.  The 
Standing  Committee  on  this  subject  reported  the  Order  of  Services, 
and  appointed  the  persons  who  were  to  conduct  the  same.  The 
report,  as  a  whole,  was  finally  adopted.    It  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren — Your  Committee  on  Religious  Ser- 
vices begs  leave  to  offer  the  following  report : — 

First  Reformed  Church — lo  a.m.,  Rev.  Prof.  E.  V.  Gerhart, 
D.D.  LL.D.  1.30  P.M.,  Sunday  School,  Rev.  C.  W.  Levan,  Rev. 
Alvin  J.  Reber,  Hon.  H.  C.  Hoover.     7  p.  m.,  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry. 

Second  Reformed  Church — 10.30  a.m.,  Rev.  Prof.  J.  S.  Stahr,. 
Ph.D.  1.30  p.  M.,  Sunday  School,  address.  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Adams, 
7  p.  M.;  Platform  Meeting  in  interest  of  Brotherhood  of  Andrew 
and  Philip,  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler. 

St.  PauVs  Reformed  Church — 10.30  A.  m.,  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem. 
7  p.  M.,  Rev.  Jno.  S.  Stahr,  Ph.D. 

St,  Stephen's  Reformed  Church — 10.00  A.  M.,  Rev.  G.  B.  Walbert. 
7  p.  M.,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kremer. 

St,  John* s  Reformed  Church — 10  a.m..  Rev.  Tilghman  Derr.  7 
p.  M.,  Rtv.  T.  O.  Stem. 

Zions  Reformed  Church — 10  A.M.,  Rev.  Eli  Keller,  D.D.  7  p.m.,. 
Rev.  J.  E.  Smith, 

Calvary  Reformed  Church — 10  a.m..  Rev.  J.  H.  Sechler.  7  p.m.^ 
Rev.  Ed.  C,  Hibshman. 

Olivet  Reformed  Church — 7  p.  m..  Rev.  J.  Alvin  Reber, 

Presbyterian  Church — 10. 30  a.m.,  Rev.  Prof.Wm.  C.  Schaeffer. 
7  p.  m.,  Rev.  Aaron  Noll. 

St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church — 10.30  a.  m.,  Rev.  E.  N.  Kre- 
mer.    7  p.  m..  Rev.  H.  T,  Spangler. 

Sixth  Street  Evangelical  Church — 10.00  a.  m.,  Rev.  S.  M. 
Roeder. 

Berne  Reformed  Church — Rev.  W.  G.  Engle. 

Leesport  Reformed  Church — Rev.  A.  R.  Hottenstein. 

St,  Thomas"  Reformed  Church,  Twelfth  and  Windsor  Sts.— Rev. 
A.  S.  Leinbach,  Pastor:  10.00  a.m.,  Rev.  Geo.  E.  Addams.  3.00 
P.M.,  Corner  Stone  Laying:  {a)  Rev.  G.  B.  Walbert;  {h)  Rev. 
Wm.  M.  Landis. 

To  the  Corner  Stone  Laying  of  St.  Thomas'  Church  the  Synod 
is  cordially  invited. 

K  M,  C  A, — 3.45  p.  m.,  Rev.  C.  H.  Coon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Lewis  Robb,  Chcurman. 
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REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    PRACTICAL   CHURCH    WORK. 

The  following  report  was  presented  at  the  opening  of  the  Synod 
and  was  adopted.     It  is  as  follows : 

Fathers  and  Brethren — ^Your  Committee,  appointed  at  the  last 
annual  meeting,  at  Allen  town,  with  instructions  to  select  topics  on 
Practical  Church  Work,  appoint  speakers,  and  give  due  notice  of 
their  appointment  would  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report — 

We  were  informed  that  the  appointment  of  speakers  for  the  sev- 
*   eral  Missionary  Services  was  also  delegated  to  us  by  the  instruction. 

Home  Missionary  Service  on  Thursday  Evening,  at  7.30  o'clock. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  S.  Stahr,  presiding. 

Addresses  to  be  delivered  by  Revs.  Geo.  B.  Resser  and  C.  W. 
Levan. 

Services  on  Friday  Evening,  at  7.30  o'clock,  Rev.  J.  F.  Moyer, 
presiding. 

First  Topic :  Method  of  Developing  Practical  Benevolence. 
Address  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Schwedes,  to  be  followed  by  five-minute 
speeches. 

Second  Topic :  How  to  Enlist  Catechumens  in  Church  Work. 
Address  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Henry,  to  be  followed  by  five  minute 
speeches. 

Services  on  Saturday  Evening,  at  7.30  o'clock,  in  the  interest  of 
Foreign  Missions,  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.  D.,  presiding. 

Address  by  Rev.  Aaron  Noll,  followed  by  short  voluntary  ad- 
dresses. Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  MOSSER, 

C.  F.  McCauley, 
B.  Bausman. 

At  the  request  of  the  pastors  of  Reading,  the  Sy nodical  Com- 
munion was  held  on  the  first  day  of  the  sessions  of  Synod,  namely, 
on  Thursday,  at  10  a.  m.  The  officers  of  the  Synod  conducted 
the  services  and  administered  the  Holy  Communion. 

women's  synodical  missionary  society. 

The  Women's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  held  its 
Second  Annual  Meeting  on  Friday,  October  17,  1890,  in  the  Sec- 
ond Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Pa.  The  morning  session  was 
devoted  to  business.     In  the  afternoon,  addresses  were  delivered  by 
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Rev.  Jno  H.  Sechler  and  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew. 

A  service  was  held  in  the  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

An  address  of  welcome  to  the  members  of  the  Women's  Mission- 
ary Society  was  delivered  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Ermentrout,  of  Reading, 
and  responded  to  by  Mrs.  S.  J.  Houtz,  of  Orangeville,  Pa. 

The  President,  Mary  G.  Heitshu,  of  Lancaster,  read  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Society. 

The  closing  address  was  delivered  Mrs.  Amelia  A.  Quinton,  Pres- 
ident of  Women's  National  Indian  Association,  in  behalf  of  the 
Evangelization  of  the  North  American  Indian. 


ARTICLE  X. 

MINUTES   OF   CLASSES. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Classes  presented  its   . 
report  during  the  session  on  Saturday.     It  was  taken  up  item  by 
item,  acted  on,  and  finally  adopted  as  a  whole.     The  report  is  as 
follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  Classes  beg  leave  to  report 

as  follows : 

Irregularities 

1.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  closed  its  special  meeting  with  the 
Benediction  only,  pp.  4,  5,  22,  44. 

2.  Lebanon  Classis  has  no  date  to  the  call  for  a  special  meeting 
on  October  3d,  1889. 

3.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  has  omitted  the  marginal  references. 

4.  Goshen hoppen  Classis  does  not  say  that  its  documents  are  a 
<:orrect  copy  of  the  original,  p.  27. 

5.  Wyoming  Classis  furnishes  no  index,  no  report  on  the  State  of 
Religion  and  no  statistics. 

6.  Schuylkill  Classis  fails  to  certify  to  its  copy  of  the  State  of 
Religion  and  statistics. 

7.  Philadelphia  Classis  does  not  give  a  date  on  the  call  for  a 
special  meeting,  Dec.  3,  1889. 

8.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  held  a  special  meeting,  and  only 

gave  four  days  notice. 

Requests, 

I.  Philadelphia  Classis  asks  to  be  excused  from  raising  Building 

Funds  for  the  use  of  the  Tri -Synodic  Board,  pp.  45,  46. 
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a.  Philadelphia  Classis  asks  Synod  to  excuse  it  from  taking 
action  to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Missionary  Herald^  p.  47. 

3.  An  overture  from  West  Susquehanna  Classis  to  Synod,  to  cor- 
rect its  record,  in  reference  to  the  withdrawal  of  one  of  its  mem- 
bers Rev.  D.  M.  Wolf,  as  a  nominee  on  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
the  Theological  Seminary,  p.  36. 

4.  Wyoming  Classis  overtures  the  Synod  to  change  its  record  on 
p.  18  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  1889,  ^"^  instead  of  stating  that  Rev. 
I..  C.  Edmonds  was  dismissed  to  the  Congregational  Association  of 
New  Jersey,  to  state  that  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  was  dismissed  to 
Zion's  Classis  Synod  of  the  Northwest,  p.  34 

5.  Wyoming  Classis  overtures  Synod  to  discontinue  the  Annual. 
Appropriation  for  a  Teacher  of  Elocution  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Subjects  Referred, 

The  Classis  took  favorable  action  upon  the  subjects  referred  to 
them  with  the  following  exceptions : 

1.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  does  not  see  its  way  clear  to  carry 
on  its  beneficiary  operations  through  Synod's  Board,  p.  29. 

2.  West  Susquehanna  Classis  did  not  act  favorably  on  the  Re- 
lief Society's  request,  pp.  29,  30. 

3.  Tohickon  Classis  considers  the  arrearage  charged  against  it 
for  Wichita  University  as  an  error,  p.  19. 

4.  Lebanon  Classis  declines  to  make  apportionment  for  Harbor 
Missions,  p.  38. 

5.  Lebanon  Classis  refuses  to  accept  certain  apportionments  of 
Synod,  p.  98. 

6.  Lehigh  Classis  reiterates  its  action  in  reference  to  copies  of 
German  Minutes,  p.  39. 

7.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  did  not  adopt  specific  days  for  of- 
ferings to  the  cause  of  Home  Missions,  p.  22, 

8.  Goshenhoppen  Classis  took  no  favorable  action  on  the  re- 
quest for  liberal  annual  apportionments  for  Beneficiary  Education. 

9.  Wyoming  Classis  declines  to  accept  I24.00  of  Synod's  pledge 
to  Wichita  University,  p.  39. 

10.  Philadelphia  Classis  holds  to  its  action  of  last  year  touching 
benevolent  and  educational  purposes,  p.  47. 

Licensure^  Ordination^  Etc, 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis  licensed  Urias  O.  Silvius;  ordained,. 
Lie.  Samuel  A.  Hitner,  Lie.  Chas.  B.  Weaver,  Lie.  Russell  N.  Koplin* 
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Received  Rev.  Silas  F.  Laury  from  Lancaster  Classis  ,and  Lie. 
Albert  Lobach  from  Lehigh  Classis,  and  dismissed  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
Schlappig  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  and  received  Rev.  Stewart 
Mitman  from  Carlisle  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

Lebanon  Classis  received  Rev.  Jairus  A.  Wickert  from  the 
Classis  of  Mercersburg,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  Rev.  D.  E.  Klopp, 
D.  D.,  from  the  Classis  of  Philadelphia;  Dismissed  Rev.  Wm.  H. 
Groh  to  the  Classis  of  Carlisle,  Synod  of  Potomac. 

Deposed  Rev.  Martin  L.  Fritch  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Gospel. 

Philadelphia  Classis  licensed  Charles  B.  Alspach,  Albert  H. 
Hibschman  and  Joseph  W.  Bell.  Ordained  Lie.  Chas  E.  Wehler, 
Lie.  Wilson  Delaney,  Lie.  Chas.  B.  Alspach,  Lie.  Albert  H, 
Hil)schman.  Received  Rev.  Prof.  Geo.  Stibbitz,  Ph.  D.  from  Le- 
high Classis;  Rev.  Francis  C.  Yost,  from  Wyoming  Classis;  dis- 
missed Rev.  James  R.  Lewis  to  Tohickon  Classis ;  Lie.  W.  H. 
Shepp  to  St.  Paul's  Classis,  Pittsburg  Synod ;  Lie.  Wilson  R, 
Stearly  to  Tuscarawas  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio ;  Rev.  Joseph  B. 
Shumaker,  D.  D.  to  Tiffin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  Rev. 
Abram  D.  Wolfinger  to  Lancaster  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Lancaster  Classis  ordained  Licentiates  J.  V.  George,  M.  M., 
Noacher ;  received  Lie.  J  V.  George  from  Lehigh  Classis ;  Rev. 
L  E.  Graeff,  D.  D.,  from  Schuylkill  Classis;  Rev.  G.  Merle  Zach- 
arias,  from  Somerset  Classis,  Pittsburg  Synod,  Ijc.  M.  M.  Noacher, 
from  East  Susquehanna  Classis  and  Zwingli  Reformed  Congrega- 
tion, from  Philadelphia  Classis,  German  Synod  of  the  East.  Dis- 
missed Rev.  S.  F.  Laury  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis ;  Rev.  J. 
F.  Mackley  to  Mercersburg  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  Rev.  W. 
J.  Johnson  to  Maryland  Classis,  Potomac  Synod. 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  Milton  M.  Noacher ;  ordained 
Lie.  N.  W.  Sechler;  received  Rev.  C.  W.  E.  Siegel  from  Juniata 
Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac ;  Rev.  J.  A.  Danner  from  Tuscarawas 
Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio ;  Rev.  J.  W.  Schlappich  from  East  Penn- 
sylvania Classis ;  Lie.  N.  W.  Sechler  from  Goshenhoppen  Classis ; 
dismissed  Lie.  M.  M.  Noacher  to  Lancaster  Classis ;  Rev.  Samuel 
Kuhn  to  West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  Rev.  T.  J.  Hacker  to  Lehigh 
Classis. 

West  Susquehanna  Classis  licensed  Miles  O.  Noll,  James  L. 
Roush ;  ordained  Lie's  Lewis  Robb  and  Miles  O.  Noll ;  received 
Rev,  S.  H.  Eisenberg  from  St.  Paul's  Classis,  Pittsburg  Synod ;  Rev. 
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G.  E.  Addams  from  Classis  of  Carlisle,  Potomac  Synod ;  Lie.  J.  R- 
Brown,  from  Tohickon  Classis;  Rev.  S.  S.  Kohler  from  Wyoming 
Classis ;  Rev.  S.  Kuhn  from  East  Susquehanna  Classis  ;'  Dismissed 
Lie.  J.  R.  Roush  to  Goshenhop[>en  Classis. 

Goshenhoppen  Classis  licensed  Abner  S.  Deehant,  Irwin  W. 
Hendricks,  Nathan  W.  Sechler ;  received  Lie.  J.  L  Roush  from 
West  Susquehanna  Classis ;  ordained  Lie.  G.  P.  Fisher  and  Lie.  J. 
L.  Roush  ;  dismissed  Lie.  1.  W.  Hendricks  to  Philadelphia  Classis,. 
Lie.  N.  W.  Sechler  to  East  Susquehanna  Classis,  Lie.  A,  S.  De- 
chant  to  Kansas  Classis,  Synod  of  Interior. 

Tohickon  Classis  licensed  James  R.  Brown,  received  Rev.  James- 
R.  Lewis  from  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  Jonathan  W.  Miller  fron^ 
Alleghanny  Classis,  Pittsburg  Synod;  dismissed  Rev.  M.  H.  Mill 
to  Westmoreland  Classis,  Pittsburg  Synod ;  Lie.  James  R.  Brown 
to  West  Susquehanna  Classis. 

Lehigh  Classis  licensed  Geo.  W.  Richards,  Jonathan  V.  George, 
Albert  Lobach,  Raymond  E.  Butz ;  received  Rev.  F.  B.  Hahn 
from  Tiffin  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio;  dismissed  Lie.  J.  V.  George  to 
Lancaster  Classis,  Lie.  Albert  Lobach  to  East  Pennsylvania  Classis 
and  the  name  of  Rev.  E.  A.  Gernant  was  stricken  from  the  roll  of 
ministers. 

Schuylkill  Classis  licensed  H.  Y.  Stoner,  ordained  Lie's  G.  B. 
Walb^rt,  H.  A.  Frantz,  C.  E.  Bartholomew,  S.  E.  Stofflett,  H.  Y. 
Stoner,  T.  J.  Bowers;  received  T.  J.  Bowers  from  Wyoming  Clas- 
sis, Rev.  W.  H.  Shepp  Irom  St.  PauTs  Classis,  Synod  of  Pittsburg  ; 
dismissed  Rev.  I.  E.  Graeff,  D.  D.  to  Classis  of  Lancaster  Rev.  Sw 
E.  Stofflett,  Mercersburg  Classis,  Potomac  Synod;  Lie.  D.  W> 
Albright  to  Lancaster  Classis. 

Wyoming  Classis  licensed  T.  J.  Bower,  dismissed  Lie.  T.  J, 
Bower  to  Schuylkill  Classis,  Rev.  S.  S.  Kohler  to  West  Susque- 
hanna Classis,  Rev.  F.  C.  Yost  to  Philadelphia  Classis,  Rev.  L.  C. 
Edmonds  to  Zion's  Classis,  Synod  of  North  West ;  received  Lie. 
G.  H.  Miller  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis,  Rev.  D.  W.  Ebbert 
from  Miami  Classis,  Synod  of  Ohio;  ordained  Lie.  Wm.  T. 
Auman  and  Lie.  G.  W.  Miller. 

Time  and  Place  of  Meeting, 

East  Pennsylvania  Classis  will  meet  in  St,  John's  Reformed 
Church,  East  Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  May 
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aist,  A.  D.  1891,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.     Rev.  Geo.  B.  Smith,  Presi- 
dent] Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Stated  Clerk, 

Lebanon  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church, 
Schaefferstown,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  preceeding  As- 
cension Day,  May  6th,  a.  d.  1891,  at  7:30  p.  m.  Rev.  A.  J.  Bach- 
man,  President;  Rev.  J.  E.  Hiester,  D.  D.,  Stated  Clerk, 

Philadelphia  Classis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church,  Col- 
legeville,  Mont.  Co.,  Pa.,  first  Thursday  evening  in  June,  1891,  at 
8  o'clock.  Rev.  S.  U.  Snyder,  President;  Rev.  Jno  H.  Sechler, 
Stated  Clerk, 

Lancaster  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Church,  Hummels- 
town,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Thursday  after  Whitsunday,  May  21st, 
A.  1).  1 89 1,  at  7:30  p.  M.  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Roeder,  President ; 
Rev.  Darius  W.  Gerhard,  Stated  Clerk, 

East  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Trinity  Reformed  Church 
at  Millersburg,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  on  first  Wednesday  after  Whit- 
Sunday,  May  20th,  A.  D.  1 89 1,  at  7:30  p.  m.  Rev.  Geo.  B.  De- 
chant,  President;  Rev.  J.  Calvin  Leinbach,  Stated  Clerk. 

West  Susquehanna  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church, 
Madison  burg,  Centre  Co.,  Pa.,  the  third  Wednesday  of  May,  a.  d. 
1891,  at  7:30  o'clock,  p.  M.  Rev.  Geo.  W.  GexhdLid.,  President ; 
Rev.  Wm.  A.  Haas,  Stated  Clerk, 

Goshenhoppen  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church, 
Towamencin,  Mont.  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday  before  Ascension  Day, 
May  6th,  a.  d.  1891,  at  i  o'clock,  p.  m.  Rev.  S.  M.  K.  Huber, 
President;  Rev.  C.  S.  Wieand,  Stated  Clerk. 

Tohickon  Classis  will  meet  in  Christ  Reformed  Church,  Lower 
Saucon,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  Friday  after  Ascension  Day,  May 
8th,  1 89 1,  at  7:30  p.  M.  Rev.  J.  J.  Rothrock,  President;  Rev. 
N.  Z.  Snyder,  Stated  Clerk, 

Lehigh  Classis  will  meet  in  the  Reformed  Chapel  at  Fleetwood, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  on  Monday  evening,  May  i8th,  a.  d.  1891,  at  7:30 
o'clock.  Rev.  W.  R.  HofTord,  D.  D.,  President;  Rev.  M.  H. 
DifTenderfer,  Stated  Clerk,  * 

Schuylkill  Classis  will  meet  in  St.  Mark's  Reformed  Church, 
Tremont,  Pa.,  on  second  Monday  evening  of  May,  a.  d.  1891,  at 
7.30  o'clock.  Rev.  A.  R.  Bartholomew,  President;  Rev.  C.  B. 
Schncder,  Stated  Clerk, 
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Wyoming  Classis  will  meet  in  Zion's  Reformed  Church,  Wilkes- 
barre,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  May  20th,  a.  d.  1891,  at  7:30  p.  m.  Rev. 
J.  B.  Kershner,  President;  Rev.  D.  E.  Schoedler,  Stated  Clerk, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Alvin  Reber,  Chairman. 

For  the  action  of  Synod  on  the  Irregularities  and  Requests,  see 
Article  XMI,  References.  Under  the  head  of  subjects  referred 
the  items  i,  2,  3,  7,  8,  were  adopted.  For  the  Action  of  Synod 
on  the  remaining  items  under  the  head,  viz:  4,  5,  6,  9,  10,  see 
Article  XVI,  Reference  and  Appeal.  The  remaining  items  of  the 
Reix)rt  on  Minutes  of  Classes  were  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

EXAMINATION,  LICENSURE   AND   ORDINATION. 

The  Standing  Committee,  on  Examination,  Licensure  and  Ordi- 
nation, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  Examination,  Licensure,  and  Ordination, 
would  respectfully  report,  that  no  applicant  appeared  for  examina- 
tion, and  that  no  other  matters  were  referred  to  the  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Eli  Keller,  Chairman, 


ARTICLE  XII. 

THE  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  following  Report  on  Religion  and  Morals  was  received  and 
adopted.     The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren : — Your  Committee  on  State  of 
Religion  and  Morals  would  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  report : 

In  comparing  the  classical  reports  on  the  State  of  Religion  and 
Morals  that  have  come  into  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  we  find 
that  they  make  a  wonderfully  beautiful  mosaic.  This  mosaic  con- 
sists, as  all  mosaics  do,  of  light  and  shadow,  not  all  light  and  not 
all  shadow^  but  more  light  than  shadow  \  but  the  shadows,  or  som- 
bre colors,  serve  to  bring  out  more  distinctly  and  prominently  the 
brighter  hues.     Let  us  first  look  at  the  bright  side  of  the  picture. 

All  the  reports  contain  a  grateful  acknowledgement  of  God's 
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goodness  in  vouchsafing  unta  the  stewards  of  His  mysteries,  that 
measure  of  health  and  strength,  that  was  necessary  for  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  duties  pertaining  to  their  high  calling,  without  much 
interruption  during  the  year,  notwithstanding  the  Grippe  and  the 
unfavorable  condition  of  the  weather  and  the  roads.  The  minis- 
ters of  our  church  were  abundant  in  labors.  They  preached  the 
Word,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  administered  the  sacranttnts, 
catechized  and  confirmed  the  youth,  visited  the  sick  and  the  dying 
and  administered  unto  them  the  consolations  of  our  holy  religion, 
and  buried  the  dead,  improving  these  latter  occasions  for  the  sprit- 
ual  profit  of  the  mourners  and  others.  Through  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel,  they  also  gathered  sinners  out  of  the  world  into  the 
kingdom  of  grace,  there  to  be  saved  by  Christ  through  the  means 
of  grace,  that  are  at  hand  in  that  kingdom.  In  order  to  do  this 
work,  most  of  them  had  to  travel  miles  and  endure  many  hard- 
ships. But  they  performed  their  duty  in  that  spirit  of  self-denial 
for  the  Master's  sake,  which  is  the  root  of  all  Christian  endeavor, 
and  of  which  the  Master  himself  was  the  most  conspicuous  illus- 
tration ;  and  in  that  faith  of  which  it  is  said  that  it  **  marches 
to  battle  with  a  psalm,  suffers  with  a  hymn  upon  its  lips,  glorifies 
God  in  the  fires,  passes  out  of  this  world  to  the  tune  of  the  Te 
Deum,  and  not  to  the  dolorous  note  of  a  dirge."    • 

Cheerful  and  cheering  evidence  is  borne  to  the  fact,  that  the  at- 
tendance on  the  regular  Lord's  Day  services  is  greatly  on  the 
increase,  and  that  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  so  much 
the  more  faithfully  observed  than  heretofore,  that  the  hope  is  in- 
dulged that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  disparity  between 
the  total  and  the  communicant  membership  will  not  be  nearly  as 
great  as  it  is  at  present.  This  increased  attendance  on  the  services 
of  the  sanctuary  is  the  fruit  of  earnest  preachings  on  the  subject. 
And  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  the  only  instrumentality  by  means  of 
which  a  reform  in  this  or  any  other  respect  can  be  brought  about. 
"  Not  by  power  or  by  might,  but  by  my  spirit,**  saith  the  Lord, 
and  the  Gospel  is  the  instrument  in  and  through  which  the  Spirit 
works.  The  kingdom  of  Christ  is  a  spiritual  kingdom,  and  only  by 
spiritual  means  can  its  ends  be  promoted.  The  entrance  into  the 
mind  of  the  light  that  shines  forth  from  the  Gospel  giveth  light 
and  knowledge,  dispelling  the  ignorance  and  darkness  with  which 
the  mind  is  enveloped.     AH  of  good  in  mediaeval  chivalry — its 
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honor,  its  regard  for  woman,  and  for  the  rights  and  property  of 
others — it  owed  to  the  Gospel.  Every  advance  that  has  been 
made  in  civilization  has  been  the  fruit,  the  result  of  the  taking  up 
into  the  conscience  of  the  people  of  some  isolated  truth  or  truths 
contained  in  God's  Word.  It  was  in  this  way  that  slavery  was 
abolished,  and  it  is  in  this  way,  and  in  this  way  only,  that  ail  the 
evils  irom  which  our  age  suffers — ^intemperance,  the  social  evil,  the 
conflict  between  capital  and  labor — can  be  done  away  with.  Let, 
during  the  coming  year,  the  Gospel  be  preached  still  more  ear- 
nestly, and  plainly  and  pointedly,  with  faith  in  its  power,  and  in 
its  adaptation  to  the  needs  of  individuals  and  of  society,  and  there 
will  be  brought  about  in  the  church  a  state  of  religion  and  morals 
brighter  and  better  even  than  that  of  which  we  have  such  a  cheer- 
ing evidence  this  year.  For,  if  the  power  of  the  Gospel,  of  reli- 
gion, lies  in  God,  then  that  power  is  equal  to  any  demand.  The 
harder  the  case,  the  more  signally  is  the  power  displayed.  Some 
ministers  forget  this.  They  try  the  Gospel  only  on  easy  cases  of 
men  and  conditions.  Decorous  and  kid-gloved  sinners  they  ven- 
ture to  approach,  but  not  the  slums.  Now  the  poor,  the  miserable, 
the  blind,  the  naked  are  the  fit  subjects  of  the  efforts  of  ministers 
in  and  out  of  the  pulpit.  It  is  the  publicans  and  harlots  that  con- 
stitute the  chronic  despair  of  civilization.  Human  power  can  do 
nothing  with  these.  How  much  more  important,  therefore,  that 
the  Gospel  should  take  them  in  hand  and  cleanse  them.  Let  the 
churches  adjust  this  power  to  this  need.  Their  failure  to  do  so  has 
in  a  large  measure,  given  rise  to  the  Salvation  Army.  That  organ- 
ization has  got  hold  of  a  right  idea.  The  idea  may  be  travestied 
but  it  is  a  right  one.  Some  people  are  given  too  much  to  obscur- 
ing what  is  valuable  by  indulging  their  keen  perception  of  what  is 
absurd,  and  in  this  spirit  they  will  not  allow  that  the  Salvation 
Army  can  be  commended  for  the  aim  it  has  in  view.  Its  way  of 
procedure  may  be  grotesque,  yea,  even  bizarre,  at  times,  but  who 
will  deny  that  it  has  in  some  cases  been'salutory?  We  love  them,  be- 
cause they  love  our  common  Lord  ;  and  if  we  will  not  have  them 
do  the  work  of  reaching  the  lower  classes  in  their  way,  then  let  the 
churches  do  that  necessary  and  important  work — that  Christ  com- 
manded work — in  their  way. 

Another  feature  of  the  bright  side  of  the  picture  is  seen  in  the 
enlarged  spirit  of  liberality  and  benevolence  among  our  people. 
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From  the  reports  we  learn  that  there  is  larger  giving,  more  frequent 
giving,  and  more  systematic  giving  than  ever  before.  Our  people 
are  beginning  to  realize  that  "it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive,"  and  that  the  reflect  influence,  or  effiect,  of  benevolence 
on  the  benevolent  is  a  good,  conducing  to  the  development  and 
^owth  of  their  spiritual  life.  Our  church  is  beginning  to  see  that 
no  church  caft  prosper,  if  she  neglect  missionary  and  othef  be- 
nevolent work  ;  that  the  church  that  puts  this  work  into  a  corner, 
will  be  put  in  a  corner  herself;  that,  therefore  the  church  must 
carry  forward  this  work  for  her  own  sake,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of 
others ;  that  not  only  others  cannot  be  saved,  but  that  she  herself 
cannot  be  saved  if  she  neglects  this  work.  '*  Freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give." 

Another  sign  of  awakened  interest  and  activity  in  the  church  is 
the  organization  of  an  unusually  large  number  of  new  congrega- 
tions, the  planting  of  new  missions,  the  erection  of  many  new 
houses  of  worship,  and  the  repairing  of  old  ones,  and  the  organiza- 
tion under  the  auspices  of  the  church,  of  auxilliary  societies,  such 
as  the  Society  of  Christian  Endeavor,  Chapters  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Andrew  and  Phillip,  Women's  Missionary  Societies,  and  others 
of  like  character.  There  are  no  full  means  for  comparison  at  hand, 
but  your  committee  would  not  be  surprised  if  it  should  prove  to  be 
the  fact,  that  the  churches  having  these  auxilliary  helps,  show  the 
greatest  dregree  of  prosperity.  Let  us  look  a  moment  at  the  dark 
side  of  the  picture,  as  we  gather  it  from  the  reports.  Worldliness, 
selfishness,  immorality,  strife,  contention,  divisions,  insubordina- 
tion to  the  rightfully  constituted  authorities  of  the  church,  on  the 
part  of  individuals  and  of  congregations,  and,  alas  !  at  times  also 
on  the  part  of  pastors,  neglect  of  church  disciplines,  these  and 
other  things  are  the  tares  which  the  arch-enemy  of  souls  sows 
among  the  wheat.  And  as  between  the  church  and  the  world,  the 
combat  deepens,  the  conflict  grows  fiercer.  The  more  and  better 
efforts  the  church  puts  forth  to  establish  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  in 
the  world,  both  extensively  and  intensively,  the  more  the  Devil 
bruises  her  heel  and  tries  to  thwart  her  efforts.  The  more  the  light 
of  Christ's  Gospel  shines  into  the  spiritual  darkness  of  this  world, 
the  more  that  darkness  is  revealed,  and  the  more  it  is  revealed  by 
the  light  of  God's  truth,  the  more  it  resists  that  truth.  And  as  the 
powers  of  darkness  are  thus  revealed,  the  church  can  see  the  magni- 
tude of  the  task  that  is  before  her  ;  and  realizing  that  in  and  Of 
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herself,  she  is  not  equal  to  the  task,  she  will  flee  for  help  to  Him, 
who  has  promised,  that  He  will  be  with  her  alway,  and  that  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  her. 

NECROLOGY. 

The  report  of  the  Lancaster  Classis  records  the  death  of  Rev. 
Dr.  E.  E.  Higbee,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Dr.  Higbee  was  well  and  favorably  known  in  the  church.  He  was 
a  magnetic  speaker,  both  in  the  pulpit  and  on  the  rostrum.  He 
had  acquired  a  national  fame  as  an  educator.  Personally,  he  was 
loved  by  all  that  knew  him ;  even  his  failings  learned  to  virtue's 
side.     Of  him  it  may  be  said  in  the  language  of  Goldsmith  : 

"  To  relieve  the  wretched  was  his  pride,  • 

And  e'en  his  failings  learned  to  virtue's  side  ; 
But  in  his  duty  prompt  and  every  call, 

He  watched,  and  wept,  and  prayed  for  all , 
And  as  a  bird  each  fond  endearment  tries, 

To  tempt  its  new-fledged  offspring  to  the  skies. 
He  tried  each  art,  reproved  each  dull  delay, 

Allured  to  brighter  worlds  and  led  the  way.*' 

Tohicken  Classis  reports  the  death  of  Rev.  A.  J.  Ziegler,  wha 
died  comparatively  young.  East  Susquehanna  Classis  reports  the 
death  of  Rev.  A.  S.  Stauffer,  who  died  very  suddenly,  and  that  of 
Rev.  W.  B.  Sandoe,  who  died  after  a  long  and  severe  illness. 
Schuylkill  Classis  reports  the  death  of  Rev.  Jacob  Kline,  who  died 
full  of  years  and  labors.  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  reports  the  death 
of  Elder  Thos.  J.  Miller,  who  was  often  on  the  floor  of  Classis  and 
on  Synod,  and  who  took  a  deep  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
Church  of  Christ ;  and  Lebanon  Classis  reports  the  death  of  Elder 
Ephriam  B.  Shuey,  who  was  revered  by  all  who  knew  him,  lliese 
brethren  are  now  a  part  of  that  great  cloud  of  witnesses  by  which 
we  are  encompassed,  and  their  departure  should  urge  us  to  greater 
diligence  and  faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  our  ministerial 
duties.  Brethren,  let  us  ''work  while  it  is  called  to-day,  ere  the 
night  cometh  in  which  no  man  can  work."  And  now  ^'may  the 
God  of  peace  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus, 
that  great  shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlast- 
ing covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will, 
working  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through 
Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  forever  and  ever.     Amen. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.    E.   SCHOEDLBR, 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

THEOLOGICAL   SEMINARY. 

/.  Report  of  the  Trustees  and  Visitors. 
(fl.)  Report  of  Board  of  Trustees. 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  I  enclose  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  would  beg  leave  further  to 
say  :  That  two  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  have  been  held 
during  the  year.  One  at  Lancaster  on  the  8th  of  May,  and  the 
other  at  Harrisburg  on  the  25th  of  September. 

At  the  first, meeting  the  following  members  were  present:  D. 
W.  Gross,  President,  Geo.  W.  Hensel,  C.  A.  Schultz,  Geo.  G. 
Heilman  and  John  D.  Skiles.  The  names  of  John  B.  Roth  and 
Geo.  B.  Kunkel  were  obtained  afterwards  to  ratify  the  proceedings. 

On  motion,  D.  W.  Gross  was  elected  President,  Geo.  W.  Hen- 
sel, Vice-President,  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer,  and  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel^ 
Secretary,  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Gross,  Hensel,  Roth,  Kunkel  and  Skiles  the  Executive  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hensel  the  Board  adjourned  to  meet  at  2:30 
P.  M.,  at  the  College  building  on  the  1 7th  of  June  next.    Adjourned. 

No  quorum  present  on  the  17th  of  June.     No  meeting  was  held. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  25th  of  September,  the  following  members 
were  present,  I,  H.  Keiffer,  C.  A.  Schultz,  A.  G.  Renninger^ 
Israel  Laucks,  Geo.  G.  Heilman,  J.  B.  Roth,  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel  and 
D.  W.  Gross. 

Treasurer  J.  B.  Roth  presented  his  Annual  Report.  Messrs. 
Keiffer,  Schultz  and  Renninger  were  appointed  to  audit  the  same^ 
and  having  done  so,  reported  the  amount  correct,  with  a  balance 
in  the  Treasurer's  hands  of  I686.39. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  "That  the 
Seminary  Board  request  the  Synods  to  provide  by  apportionment 
on  the  Classes,  the  sum  of  $250  to  pay  salary  of  Teacher  of  Elocu- 
tion, for  the  coming  year,  and  that  the  amount  so  apportioned,  be 
paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  and  through  him  to  the  Treasurer 
of  Theological  Seminary.     Adjourned. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Z.  Kunkel, 
Sec*}\  Board  of  Trustees  Theoiogicat  Seminary. 
Harrisbliig,  Oct.  9,  1890. 
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John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer ^  in  account  with  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

1889.  DR. 

Sept.  26.  For  amount  balance  due,  ^36  34 

"     27.  For  interest,  H.  GrofiF,  to  Oct.  1,  1JJ90, 30  00 

•'     27.  "  F.  Schaum,  to  Oct.  i,  1890, 18  00 

28.  *'  W.  Susq.  Classis,  on^account, » 5  22 

30.  "  Lebanon  Classis,  to  July  i,  i8iJ9 45  00 

30.  "  Jacob  Fritz,  to  Oct.  1,  1889, 82  50 

Oct      I.  "  Home  Bonds,  to  Oct.  r,  1889, 5  00 

*'       I.  "  S.  M.  Keen,  to  Oct.  i,  1889, 75  00 

"  ^   I.  *•  L.  P.  Titus,  to  Oct.  I,  1889,; 2  25 

I.  '*  J.  G.  Simmons,  to  Oct.  6,  1889, 105  00 

5.  ••  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  in  full 3  00 

9.  "  Kieffer   Legacy,  to  Oct    i,   1889,  J.  J. 

Nissley,  Treasurer, 237  50 

"       9.  **  Cook  Legacy,  Sept.  i,  1889 60  00 

•'     16.  **  Jno.  F.  Bossier,  to  Oct.  1, 1889 30  00 

**     23.  "  St.  Stephen's  Chapel,  Oct  29,  1890 42  00 

Nov.     5.  *'  E.  H.  Killough,  Nov.  i,  1889, 75  00 

30.  **  Richardson  Mortgage,  Dec.  i,  1889, 29  75 

30.  *'  Strohm  Mortgage,  Dec.  I,  1889, 8750 

Dec.   24.  *'  Mercersburg  Classis,  Jan.  i,  1890, 24  00 

*'     26.  '*  St  John  s  Reformed   Church,   Shamo> 

kill,  Oct  I,  1889 30  00 

"     31.  "  Fink  Mortgage,  to  Jan.  i,  1890, 8  75 

1890. 

Jan.      3.  "  Routh  Mortgage,  to  Dec.  19,  1889 ~  4175 

"     17.  **  Coen  Mortgage,  to  Jan.  9,  1890, » 2100 

**     20.  "  P.  M.  Brmen trout, on  account,.. 100  00 

"     23.  *•  Jno.  H.  Brubaker,  to  April  1,  1890, 90  00 

"     29.  **  Allemania  F.  Ins.  Co.,  Div'd  No.  32, 15  00 

Feb.     8.  •*  Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  to  Tan.  i,  1890,..  12  00 

"     15.  "  W.  Lysinger,  to  Nov.  15,  1889 3000 

*•       8.  "  E.  End.  R.  W.  Co.,  in  full 40  00 

"     24.  **  Lane  &  Co.,  to  Feb.  I,  1890, 15000 

Mar.  22.  *'  Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Bonds,  to  Dec.  i,  1890,  150  00 

*'     24.  "  F.  Schaum,  to  April  I,  1890, 1500 

'*     29.  *•  J.  Fritz  and  Wife,  to  April,  i,  1890, 82  50 

"     29.  "  E.  S.  Stehman,  to  Feb.  3,  1890, 30  00 

*'     31.  "  Geo.  Carbaugh,  to  April  i,  1890, 120  00 

Apr.      I.  *'  S.J.  Johnston,  to  April  I,  1890, -  6000 

"       I.  *'  S.  H.  Keen,  April  I,  1890 75  00 

**       I.  "  Aaron  Cunkle,  to  April  i,  1890 60  00 

"       I.  *'  on  Loan, 2  00 

"       2.  "  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  to  April  i,  1890,....  7  20 

'*      3.  **  Newton  Groff,  to  April  i,  1890 30  00 

"       3.  *•  Mich'l  Westley,  to  April  I,    1890, 4200 

**       3.  "  S.  Harlin,  to  April  I,  1890, 19026 

**       3.  •'  W.  H.  Rinier,  to  April  i,  1890, 60  00 

*'       4.  "  John  F.  Bossier,  to  April  i,  1890 30  00 

'*       4.  '*  Henry  Keen,  to  April  i,  iSigo, 30  00 
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For  Interest,  Isaac  G.  Simmons,  to  April  6,  1890, I105  00 

Jacob  Heyser,  on  account, 200  00 

P.  M.  Ermentrout,  on  account 100  00 

Job  Robinson,  to  April  25,  1890 36  00 

Geo.  W.  Schroyer.  to  Feb.  8,  1890, 10$  00 

A.  H.  Christ,  to  April  i,  1890, 90  00 

John  Becker,  to  Feb.  28,  1890. 240  00 

Keefer  &  Co.,  to  April  21,  1890, 120  00 

Jacob  Heyser,  on  account,  100  00 

Kieffer  and  Cook  Legacies,  J  no  J.  Niss- 

ley,  Treasurer, 267  50 

St.  John's  Reformed  Church,  Shamokin, 

to  April  I,  1890 30  00 

Zion's  Classis,  to  May  i,  1890, 23  22 

E.  H.  Killou^h,  to  May  i,  1890, 75  00 

Juniata  Classis,  to  July  i,  1890, 8  70 

Anna  M.  Eyerman,  to  June  13,  1890, 50  00 

Richardson  Mortgage,  to  June  i,  1890...  29  75 

Routh  Mortgage,  to  June  19,  1890 41  75 

H.  B.  Hartmau  &  Co.,  to  June  21,  1890,  200  00 

Allemania  F.  Ins.  Co., 20  00 

Harrisburg  Bridge  Co. , 4  10 

Lebanon  Classis,  to  July  i,  1890, 15  00 

on  Loan 7  08 

W.  Lysinger,  to  May  15,  1890, 30  00 

Lehigh  V.  R.  R.  Bonds  June  i,  1890, 150  00 

Wyoming  Classis,  to  July  i,  1890 15  00 

Coen  Mortgage,  to  July  9,  1890 .    21  00 

John  Becker,  to  Aug.  28,  1890, 240  00 

Allentown  Female  Col ,  to  July  i,  1890,  75  00 

Loan,  2.48 

W.  Susq.  Classis,  on  account, 12  37 

Aid  Fund  and  Elocution, 472  53 

^,302  CO 
CR. 

By  amount  paid  W.  D.  Sprecher*s  bill, I  5  00 

C.  H.  Leonard's  bill 300 

St.  Stephen's  Chapel, 12  00 

A.  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  by  order  of 

Synod, 45  80 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  salary, 200  00 

Thos.  G.  Apple,  D.  D.,  salary, 200  00 

F.  A.  Gast,  D.  D.»  salary, 200  00 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  Salary  to  Jan.  i,  1890,  175  00 
Thos.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  Jan.  i,  1890,  175  00 

F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  Jan,  i,  1890, I75  00 
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F.  Pfeiffer,  bill 2  56 

Stoner,  Shreiner  &  Co., 90 

Janitor,  services  to  Jan.  i,  1890 50  00 

T.  G.  Apple,  on  account,  salary, 200  00 

E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account,  salary,  ...  200  00 

F.  A.  Gast,  on  account,  salary, 200  00 

Roth,  treasurer,  on  account, 50  00 

Hager  &  Bro.,  bill, 8  53 
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By  amount  paid  W.  U.  Hensel,  professional  services,  50  00 

New  Era  Printing  Co.,  bill  for  1890,  $  27  85 

•'             "         E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to  Apr.  i,  1890,  175  00 

**             **         T.  G.  Apple,  salary'to  Apr.  i,  1890,..  175  oo- 

"              '*          F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  Apr.  I,  1890, 175  oi> 

"             '*         Seminary  Ad.  in  Almanac,  1890, 12  oo 

*'  *'         E.  V.  Gerhart,  bill  of  envelopes  and 

stamps, ~  4  05 

'*             "         Thos.  G.  Apple,  on  account,  salary,..  200  00- 

"             •*         E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  account,  salary,...  200  00 

"             "          F.  A.  Gast.  on  account,  salary, 200  00 

•*             '*         Silas  S.  NefF,  elocution 250  oo 

'*             '*         Seminary  Ad.  in  Oriflamme, 9  00 

"             "         T.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  July  i,  1890,...  175  oa 

'*              '*          E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to  July  i,  1890,  175  00 

•*              "          F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  July  I,  1890 175  00 

"              *'        Janitor's  service  to  July  I,  1890, 100  00 

T.  Humphreville's  bill, 6  75 

H.  C.  Kinstry's  bill 2  25 

Wohlsen's  bill  Dec.  9.  1889 2  05 

'*              '*        E.  V.  Gerhart,  account  salary 200  00 

•*               **        T.  G.  Apple,  account  salary, :..  200  00 

**              "        F.  A.  Gast,  account  salary, 20000 

J.  P.  Schaum's  bill. t  lo 

'*              "         Wohlsen's  bill,  repairs, 1504 

B.  B.  Martin's  bill,  coal, 60  00 

"        E.  V.  Gerhart,  salary  to  Oct.  i,  1890,  175  00 

**              "        T.  G.  Apple,  salary  to  Oct.  i,  1890,....  175  00 

'*              "         F.  A.  Gast,  salary  to  Oct.  i,  1890, I75  00 

"              '*        Janitor's  service  to  Oct.  i,  1890, 50  00 

"              "        Library  Fund  to  Oct.  I,  1890. 79*9 

"              "        Treasurer's  salary  to  Oct.  i,  1890, 150  oo- 

*•         P.  O.  Stamps,  etc., 5  00 

•♦              **        Geo    Pontz,  bill,  pain  ting  at  E.V.G.,  2109 

"              *•        Stoner,  Shriner  &  Co i  95. 

**              *'        Klopp,  legacy  to  Oct.  r,  1890, 40  00 

'*              '•        W.  U.  Hensel,  prof,  services  1890, 50  00 

te.615  6r 

Balance  due  Theological  Seminary, 68639. 


Sept.  25,  1890.  J.  B.  Roth,  Treasurer, 

John  B.  Roth,  Treasurer^  in  account  with  Aid  and  Elocution 

Fund  of  Theological  Seminary, 

1889.  For  amonat  reoetvcd  v€  DR. 

Sept.  27.  I.  G  Gerhart,  Treasurer  of  Tohickon  Classis  of  Elocu- 
tion,  %  12  00 

"    28.  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  of  W.  Susq.  Classis, 11  00 

"    30.  Henry  Wirt,  Treas.  of  Potomac  Synod, 7074 

Oct.     I.  Jacob  K.  Funck,  Treas.  of  Lebanon  Classis,  per  John 

J.  Nissly,  Treas.  of  Synod, «  51  00 

"      3.  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  of  Philadelphia, 23  00 

"      9.  John  J.  Nissly,  Treas.  from  E.  Susq.  Classis,   Geo. 

Hill,  Esq.,  Treas., 28  00 
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1890. 

Jan.    23.  Rev.  M.  H.   Diflfcndcrfcr,  Treas.  of  Lehigh   Clasdis, 

Elocution  and  Seminary  Aid, 24  00 

"     24.  Schuylkill  Classis,  per  John  J.  Nissly,  Treas.  of  Synod,  48  00 

Apr.   16.  D.  B.  Manger,  Treas.  ol  Goshenhoppen  Classis, 38  00 

"    25.  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  of  Lancaster  Classis,..  20  74 

*'    25.  Rev.  A.  Houfz,  Treas.  Wyoming  Classis, *,.  15  00 

May  16.  Rev.  W.  A.Haas,  Treas.  W.  Susq.  Classis, 10  50 

June  18.  Rev.  M.  H.  Diflfenderfer,  Treas.  of  Lehigh  Classis, 36  00 

July    14.  Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  of  Lancaster  Classis,..  3  64 

Sept.  13.  Rev.  W.  Haas,  Treas.  W.  Susquehanna  Classis, 2  65 

**    .16.  Henry  Wirt,  Treas.  of  Potomac  Synod,  in  full  to  Oct. 

If  1890 79  26 

*472  53 

See  credit  for  same  in  current  expense  account  of 
Seminary. 

John  B.  Roth,  Ureasurer, 

Theological  Seminary  Library  Account — John  B.  Ro'JH,  Treas. 
1889.        Amount  of  Fund  is I1819  96 

Sept.  26.  For  balance  due  to  date, ,^64  92 

Oct.     7.  For  interest  from  John  Miley,  Esq., 4500 

1890. 

Sept.  5.  For  interest  red^ved  to  Oct.  i,  1890, 79  19 

^  ^189  II 

>  == 

1889.  GR. 

Sept.  27.  By  bill  paid  A.  C.  Armstrong  &  Son, |    4  70 

Oct.   31.         "         "    W.  H.  Roy, x  00 

Dec.  28.  "  **  Armstrong  &  Son, 2862 

1890. 

Feb.'    6.  **  "  Armstrong  &  Son 187 

"    20.  ••  "  W.  H.  Rov, 7  20 

Mar.  20.  **  •*  Stoddart&Co 600 

Apr.  21.  "  "  Zahm  A  Co., 15  16 

July  14.  "  "  F.  W.  Christern 280 

Sept.  9.  *•  *•  Zahm  &  Co., 1988 

89  23 

I99  ^ 
With    bills    payable    for    Books    ordered  == 

amounting  to  about  Fifty  Dollars. 

Building  Fund. 

1890. 

Sept        Principalis 112,883  05 

Interest  on  same  included  in  current  expense 

account  of  Seminary. 

Pittsburg  Prof,  Fund, 

1890. 

Sept         Principal  is~ |i,7i8  30 

Interest  on  same  included  in  current  expense 

account  of  Seminary. 
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SmaUz  Fund. 

1890. 

Sept         Principal  is $S,ooo  oo* 


1889.  DR. 


• 


Nov.  25.  For  interest  received  to  Oct  i,  1889, ^137  50 

1890. 

May    7.  For  interest  received  to  April,   1,1890, 13750 

^275  oa 

1889.  CR. 

Dec  24.  By  interest  paid  Rev.  C  G.  Fisher,  Treas., 137  50 

1890. 

Jun.  II.  By  interest  paid  Rev.  C.  G.  Fisher,  Treas., 137  50  ■ — 

$275  Qt> 

Endowment  Fund. 
Account  as  per  report  made  Sept.  26,  1889,....  tllfisy  06- 

DR. 
1889.  For  amonat  reo«lved  ot 

Oct.     5.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee of  Synod, ^    5  00 

1890. 

Apr.    2.  S.  G.  Wagner,   D.  D.,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee of  Synod 30  00 

'*      2,  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee of  Synod, 30  00 

May  22.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Chairman  of  Commit- 
tee of  Synod 165  50 

"    14.    I.  G.  Gerhart,  Treas.  of  Tohickon  Classis 161  00 

Apr.  17.  Rev.  M.  H.  Diifenderfer,  Treasurer  of  Lehigh 

Classis, 27  00 

May  24.  Rev.  M.  H.  Diflfenderfer,  Treasurer  of  Lehigh 

Classis, 46  34 

July  25.  Rev.  Dr.  S.  G.  Wagner, «      25  00 

489  84 
178,346  90 

CR. 

Less  amount  of  note  canceled  by  order  of 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board, 50  00 

I78.296  90 
Prize  Essay  Fund  in  Church  History , 

1890. 

Sept.  25.  To  cash  received  on  account  of  same  by  Treas.  550  00 

Respectfully  presented, 

John  B.  Roth,   Treasurer, 


Lancaster,  Sept,  2§y  i8go. 
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The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts 

of  the  Treasury  of  Theological  Seminary,  reported  that  we  find 

them  correct. 

I.  H.  Keeper, 

C.  A.  Shultz, 

Lancaster,  Sept.  25,  1890.  A.  G.  Renninger. 

(^)  Report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors, 

To  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  The  undersigned  respectfully  presents  to- 
your  honorable  body,  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,, 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  for  the  years  1889  90  • 

At  the  opening  of  the  Seminary,  in  September,  1889,  the  fol- 
lowing students  were  admitted  to  the  Junior  Class:  Henry  H. 
Apple,  Albert  B.  Bauman,  Edgar  Campbell,  Atvill  Conner,  Jr.; 
Charles  E.  Creitz,  Samuel  G.  Hetrick,  William  M.  Irvine,  Charles 
H.  Keller,  U.  Oliver  H.  Kershner,  Gotthold  A.  Neff,  Frederick 
A.  Rupley,  Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  Isaac  M.  Schaeffer,  Andrew  H. 
Smith,  George  B.  Smith,  E.  Wm.  Stonebraker,  Simon  U.  Wa-jga- 
man.  Of  these,  thirteen  had  graduated  at  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  one  at  Princeton,  one  at  Lehigh  University,  and  the  re- 
maining two  had  studied  at  other  institutions. 

Of  the  nine  students  of  the  Middle  Class  reported  last  year,  all 
returned  to  the  Seminary  except  Mr.  Edward  C.  Musselman,  who 
was  compelled  on  account  of  ill-health  to  be  absent  during  the  en- 
tire year.  Mr.  Henry  D.  Patton,  a  graduate  of  Waynesburg  Col- 
lege after  having  sustained  a  satisfactory  examination,  was  admitted 
as  a  regular  member  of  the  class. 

The  following  members  of  the  Senior  Class,  having  completed 
their  studies  and  sustained  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Board,  were  regularly  dismissed,  and  at  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Seminary  in  May  last,  were  all  awarded  the  usual  testi- 
monial except  two,  who  received  testimonials  that  they  had  pur- 
sued a  partial  course  in  the  Seminary:  Daniel  W.  Albright, 
Thomas  J.  Bower,  James  R.  Brown,  Raymond  E.  Butz,  Morris  W. 
Christman,  Abner  S.  Dechant,  Harry  F.  Ditmar,  Jonathan  V. 
George,  Irwin  W.  Hendricks,  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  Albert  E.  Lobach, 
Monroe  M.  Noacher,  Miles  0,Noll,  George  W.  Richards,  J.  Lucian 
Ronsch  and  Elmer  E.  Weller. — ^Total  16. 
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Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  last  year,  there  were  forty- 
two  students  in  connection  with  the  Seminary,  seventeen  in  the 
Junior,  nine  in  the  Middle,  and  sixteen  in  the  Senior  Class,  allow- 
ing an  encouraging  increase  in  the  number  of  candidates  for  the 
Holy  Ministry. 

Nothing  of  special  importance  occurred  during  the  year,  requir- 
ing the  action  of  the  Board.  The  prevailing  epidemic  slightly  in- 
terrupted the  studies  of  the  students  for  a  short  time.  One  of 
them  on  account  of  ill  health  was  compelled  to  discontinue  his 
studies  for  ♦he  year.  Three  felt  it  their  duty  to  teach  during  a 
part  of  the  year  in  order  to  secure  funds  to  pay  their  expenses. 

The  Board  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  instructions  in  elo- 
cution, should  be  continued  during  the  present  year,  and  requests 
that  arrangements  be  made  to  pay  the  salary  of  the  teacher, — J250 
by  the  three  Synods;  ^100  by  the  Eastern  Synod;  ^75  by  the 
Synod  of  the  Potomac ;  and  ^75  by  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  report  that  the  result  of  our  supervision  of 
the  Seminary  as  a  Board  has  been  satisfactory.  The  professors 
have  sought  to  discharge  their  duties  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  students  as  well  as  their  diligence  in  the  prose- 
cution of  their  studies  have  been  such  as  to  commend  them  to  their 
teachers.  The  examinations  were  approved  as  satisfactory,  perhaps 
more  so  than  usual,  by  the  Board.  On  the  whole,  the  year  has  been 
one  of  more  than  ordinary  prosperity  to  our  school  of  the  prophets  ; 
and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are  also  encouraging.  The  present 
year  opens  with  forty-seven  students  on  the  roll.  For  all  this  our 
thanks  are  due  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  who  has  thus  en- 
abled us  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  flock  committed  to  our 
charge.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Theodore  Appel,  Secretary. 
Lancaster,  October  13,  1890. 

(r)  Report  of  Treasurer  of  Board  of  Education. 

Board  of  Education  of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
the  United  States^  in  Account  with  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Treasurer. 

1889.  CR. 

Oct,  I.  By  balance  in  Treasury ^^t^Si  10 

By  cash  per  Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  Bast  Penna.  Classis 530  00 

per  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  of  Lancaster  Classis,,.  250  00 

per  Rev.  M.  H.  DiflFenderfer,  Treas.  of  Lehigh  Classis  125  00 

per  Rev.  J.  A.  Hoffheins,  Treas.  of  Virginia  Classis...  18  00 

per  L  G.  Gerhart,  Treas,  of  Tohickon   Classis 478  00 


K 
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By  cash  per  J.  K.  Funck,  Treas.  of  Lebanon  Classis I  4  69 

per  J.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theo.  Sem.,  Klopp  Legacy 40  00 

per     "         *'            "          •'         "       Smaltz  Fund :.  275  00 

per  J.  J.  Nissley,  Treas.  E.  Synod,  Gerhart  Legacy....  6  00 

per  H.  Bentz,  Treas  of  St.  John's  Ch.,  Lebanon,  Pa....  150  00 

per  Dr.  E.  I.  Santee,  Treas.  of  Christ  Church,  Phila—  19  59 

per  Whitemarsh  Cog'n,  Rev.  J.  D.  Detrick,  Treas 25  00 

per  Interest  on  Loans 223  42 

Dividends  Harrisbnrg  National  Bank 22  50 


<< 

<< 
(( 
<« 

II 


Total, 13,418  58 

DR. 

To  cash  paid  benificiaries  of  East  Penna.  Classis I530  00 

"                    *'               Lancaster  Classis 250  00 

**                    "               Lehigh  Classis 125  00 

"                   **               Tohickon  Classis 478  00 

•*                   *•               Lebanon  Classis 15000 

"                    **               General  Fund 905  00 

'*                    "               Smaltz  Fund 290  00 

'•            Rev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  salary  as  Secretary 20  00 

**           For  expenses  to  and  from  Lancaster,  Pa 4  25 

1890. 

Oct  I.  Balance  in  Treasury 666  05 

I3418  58 
This  certifies  that  the  undersigned,  as  instructed  by  the  Board, 
has  examined  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, and  after  comparing  it  with  accompaning  vouchers,  has  found 
it  to  be  correct.  Theodore  Appel. 

(/f)  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  a  New  Profes- 
sorship in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa, 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reforvted  Church  in  the  United  States : 

Dear  Brethren  :  Your  Committee  has  nothing  special  to  re- 
port to  you  at  this  time.  Some  few  of  the  Classes  at  their  last  an- 
nual meetings  took  favorable  action  in  one  form  or  another,  which, 
no  doubt,  will  materialize  in  the  near  future. 

Other  Classes  promised  to  do  something  later  on.  No  indi- 
vidual subscriptions  or  obligations  were  received  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  G.  Wagner,  Chairman. 

II.  Report  on  the  Theological  Seminary. 

•The  Standing  Committee  on  Theological  Seminary,  to  whom 
the  foregoing  reports  were  referred,  presented  its  report  on  Mon- 
day during  the  afternoon  session.  The  report  was  considered  item 
by  item,  and  finally  adopted  as  a  whole.    It  read  as  follows,  to  wit : 

c 
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To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  Theological  Seminary  begs  leave  to  offer 
the  following  report : 

The  following  documents  were  referred  to  us :  (a)  The  report  of 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the  Theological  Seminary ;  (b)  The  re- 
port of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Theological  Seminary ;  (c) 
The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Seminary ;  (d) 
The  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Education ;  (e)  The 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  a  new  Professor- 
ship in  the  Theological  Seminary. 

From  these  reports  we  learn  the  following  facts  to  which  we 
call  the  special  attention  of  the  Synod  : 

1.  On  Sept.  2Sth,  1889,  there  w^as  a  balance  in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  of  J686.39 

2.  From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, we  learn  that  there  are  funds  in  his  hands  to  the  amount  of 
^100,268.31,  of  which  178,296.90  belongs  to  the.  Endowment 
Fund;  $550.00,  to  the  Prize  Essay  Fund  in  Church  History; 
$12,883.05,  to  the  Building  Fund;  $1,718.30,  to  the  Pittsburg 
Professorship  fund;  $5,000,00,  to  the  Smaltz  Fund;  and  $1,819.- 
96  to  the  Library  Fund. 

3.  From  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors,  we  learn  that  at 
the  opening  of  the  Seminary  in  September,  1889,  17  young  men 
were  admitted  into  the  Junior  Class ;  that  the  Middle  Class  had  8 
members ;  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  14  members  of  the 
Senior  Class  completed  the  full  course  of  study  and  two  partial 
courses.  Forty-two  students  were  thus  connected  with  the  Semi- 
nary during  the  year.  We  also  learn  that  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  year  there  are  forty-seven  students  on  roll.  The  past  year 
was  in  every  respect  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Visitors,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  said  to  be  encouraging. 

4.  We  are  also  pleased  to  learn  that  regular  instruction  in  Elocu- 
tion was  given,  as  in  former  years.  This  Synod  is  overtured  to 
contribute  $100.00  toward  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  teacher 
of  Elocution  during  the  coming  year. 

5.  From  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, we  learn  that  the  receipts  for  the  past  year  were  $3,4x8.58; 
expenditures,  $2,752,53,  leaving  a  balance  of  $666.05. 

6.  From  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  a 
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new  Professorship  in  the  Theological   Seminary,  we   learn   that 
nothing  was  done  during  the  past  year. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  following  resolutions  for  adop- 
tion: 

Resolvedy  i.  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  that  there 
was  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of  {686.39  at  the  close  of  the  Semi- 
nary year. 

Resolved^  2.  That  Synod  acknowledges,  with  profound  gratitude 
to  Almighty  God,  the  evidences  of  divine  favor  upon  the  Semi- 
nary ;  and  that  the  Synod  has  learned  with  great  satisfaction  that  the 
number  of  students  in  the  Seminary  is  larger  than  ever  before  in 
its  history,  and  that  its  professors  and  students  were  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Resolved^  j.  That  the  ministers  be  again  affectionately  reminded 
that  they  ought  to  seek  out  worthy  young  men  for  the  ministry. 

Resolved,  4,  That  Synod  assume  the  sum  of  1 100. 00,  to  be  ap- 
propriated among  the  classes,  towards  paying  the  salary  of  a 
teacher  of  Elocution  for  the  Seminary. 

Resolved,  5.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Endowment  of  a  new 
Professorship,  be  continued ;  but  that  inasmuch  as  nothing  was 
done  daring  the  past  year  in  the  way  of  raising  funds  for  the  said 
Endowment,  and  in  view  of  the  urgent  necessity  of  a  new  Semi- 
nary building,  this  work  be  held  in  abeyance  for  the  present  so 
that  the  energies  of  Synod  and  the  people  may  be  directed  to  the 
raising  of  funds  for  such  a  building. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Wm.  C.  Schaeffer,  Chairman. 

Board  of  Trustees  of  Theological  Seminary, 

Eastern  Synod, — Daniel  W.  Gross,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Geo.  W. 
Hensel,  Quarryville,  Pa.;  Geo.  Z.  Kunkel,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  J.  B. 
Roth,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  John  D.  Skiles,  Lancaster,  Pa.;  Charles 
Santee,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Geo.  G.  Heilman,  Dale,  Pa.;  Aaron  G. 
Renninger,  Allen  town.  Pa. 

Pittsburg  Synod. — Hon.  Wm.  J.  Baer,  Somerset,  Pa.;  Peter  S. 
Hay,  Elk  Lick,  Pa.;  John  Troxell,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  W.  R.  Barn- 
hart,  Greensburg,  Pa. 

Potomac  Synod, — Geo.  N.  Forney,  Hanover,  Pa.;  Peter  C. 
Weist,  York,  Pa.;    George  L.   Freet,  Altoona,  Pa.;    Henry  J. 
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Seibert,  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.;  Israel  Laucks,  York,  Pa.;  H.  Wirt 
Schriver,  Union  Mills,  Md. 

Board  of  Visitors  of  Theological  Seminary^ 

Eastern  Synod. — Rev.  Theo.  Appel,  D.  D.,  Lancaster,  Pa.;. 
Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Allentown,  Pa.;  Rev.  Charles  F.  Mc- 
Cauley,  D.  D.,  Reading,  Pa.;  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  D.  D.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  Rev.  H.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  E^ton,  Pa.;  Rev. 
Thomas  C.  Porter,  D.  D.,  Easton,  Pa. 

Pittsburg  Synod, — Rev.  Lucian  Cort,  Greensburg,  Pa.;  Rev.  A. 
E.  Truxal,  Manor  Station,  Pa. 

Potomac  Synod.^-Kcy,  A.  H.  Kremer,  D.  D.,  Carlisle,  Pa.;^ 
Rev.  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  Frederick, *Md.;  Rev.  J.  Spangler  Kief- 
fer, D.  D.,  Hagerstown,  Md.;  Rev.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  Mt. 
Crawford,  Va. 

///.    T/ie  Professorship  of  the  Potofnac  Synod. 

The  following  communications  were  received  on  Monday,  Oct. 
20,  1890,  and  read  before  Synod  by  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender,  of  Vir- 
ginia  Classis,  Synod  of  Potomac.  The  communications  were  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  E.  N.  Kremer, 
S.  P.  Brown,  Wm,  L.  Landis  and  Elders,  Wm.  R,  Lawfer  and  Wm. 
Moyer.     The  papers  are  the  following,  to  wit : 

To  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod  of  tJie  Reformed  Church  in  th^  United 
States : 

Beloved  Fathers  and  Brethren  :-r-The  following  action  was 
unaminously  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  at  its  session 
on  Thursday  morning,  the  16th  instant,  to  wit : 

"  Your  special  committee  who  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  for- 
mulating a  minute  expressive  of  the  sense  of  this  Synod  of  her  re- 
lation to  the  Professor  to  be  chosen  by  her  to  the  Chair  of  New 
Testament  Exegesis  in  the  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  her  right  and 
powers  in  the  election  of  an  occupant  of  that  Chair,  and  also  her 
rights  of  control  over  the  endowment  fund  of  said  Professorship, 
begs  leave  to  report,  that  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject  and  the  important  interests  involved ;  your  committee  re- 
commends the  adoption  of  the  following  minute. 

In  view  of  the  relation  formerly  sustained  by  that  portion  of  our 
Church  now  comprised  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  the 
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Potomac,  the  corporate  relation  it  then  sustained  to  the  Seminary, 
the  part  it  had  in  the  establishment  and  endowment  of  it,  this 
Synod  feels  that  the  formal  Constitution  of  this  Synod  as  a  separate 
body  from  the  old  mother  Synod,  did  not  extinguish  her  moral  and 
financial  rights  in  said  Seminary.  She  also  feels  that  hitherto  cir- 
cumstances have  not  required  this  body  to  enter  upon  the  enjoy- 
ment and  exercise  of  those  rights,  other  than  those  accorded  it  in 
the  way  of  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Eastern  Synod,  who  alone 
holds  the  corporation  and  charter  of  said  Seminary.  It  is  the  sense 
of  this  body,  that  now  that  she  is  about  to  choose  a  j)erson  to  fill 
a  Chair  in  said  Seminary  and  ra^e  provisions  for  the  payment  of 
his  salary,  the  time  has  come  when  her  rights  in  the  Seminary 
should  be  formally  acknowledged,  and  she  be  admitted  to  a  legal 
share  in  the  corporation. 

This  Synod  recognizes  the  fact,  that  in  the  selection  of  an  occu- 
pant of  the  Chair  of  New  Testament  Exegesis,  she  has  now  the 
power  simply  to  designate  her  choice  of  persons,  who  can  be  legally 
elected  by  the  Eastern  Synod,  if  said  person  would  be  admitted  in- 
to the  corporation  as  a  full  member  of  the  Faculty,  co-equal  with 
the  other  members. 

It  is  the  sense  of  this  Synod  also,  that  she  should  and  does  here- 
by determine  so  to  do,  to  retain  the  full  control  of  the  endowment 
fund,  which  she  has  provided  for  said  Professorship,  and  will  thus 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  occupant  of  the  chair. 
And  it  is  the  further  sense  of  this  Synod,  that  she  ought  to  be  in- 
vested with  full  legal  power  to  elect  the  professor  for  said  chair. 

Your  committee  would  further  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  similar  committee  appointed  by  the  Eastern  Synod,  for 
the  purpose  of  reaching  an  agreement  by  which  the  Synod  of 
the  Potomac  may  be  admitted  to  such  a  share  in  the  legal  corpo- 
ration as  will  secure  to  her,  her  rights  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary, located  at  Lancaster. 

Resolved,  that  the  Eastern  Synod  be  hereby  requested  to  appoint 
■such  a  committee  of  conference,  and  clothe  it  with  the  necessary 
power  in  the  premises, — said  committee  to  report  their  conclusions 
to  their  respective  Synod,  for  their  approval  and  proper  and  formal 
enactment." 
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The  committee  called  for  in  the  first  resolution  consisted  of 
Revs.  S.  N.  Callender,  D.  D.,  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  and  Elder 
Israel  Laucks. 

It  is  hereby  further  certified,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  N.  Callender 
has  been  duly  appointed  a  commissioner  to  proceed  to  Reading, 
Pa.,  and  lay  the  foregoing  before  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod  now 
in  annual  session  there.  In  testimony  therefore,  I  do,  this  17th 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety,  subscribe  myself. 

Yours  fraternally  in  Christ, 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick, 
'Stated  Clerk  of  the  Synod  of  the  Ihtomac. 

» 

To  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reforpied  Church  in  the  United 
States  : 

Fathers  and  Brethern  : — The  Potomac  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  in  the  United  States,  now  in  session  in  Hanover,. 
Pa.,  has  named  as  its  choice  to  fill  the  chair  of  New  Testament, 
Exegesis,  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  at  Lancaster  Pa.,  Rev.  J. 
C.  Bowman,  of  Hanover,  Pa. 

I  have  been  instructed  to  report  this  action  to  your  reverend 
body,  that  you  may  take  it  into  your  consideration,  and  complete 
it  by  giving  it  your  approval. 

Fraternally  yours, 

Cyrus  J.  Musser,  Cor.  Sec'y, 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  the  communica- 
tions received  from  the  Potomac  Synod,  presented  the  following 
report  which  was  considered  item  by  item  and  adopted. 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  certain  communications 
from  the  Potomac  Synod,  asking  for  a  committee  of  reference  and 
designating  the  Synod's  choice  of  a  Professor  to  fill  the  chair  of 
New  Testament  Exegesis  in  the  Seminary  of  Lancaster,  respectfully 
report. 

We  learn  from  these  communications : 

ist.  That  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac  has  provided  an  Endow- 
ment  fund  for  a  chair  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  and  proposes 
to  pay  the  salary  of  the  occupant  of  said  chair. 

2d.  That  the  said  Synod  has  determined  to  retain  the  control  of 
its  Endowment  Fund,  and  desires  to  be  investsd  with  full  legal 
power  to  elect  the  Professor  for  said  chair. 
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3d.  That  said  Synod  requests  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  this  Synod  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  of  the  Potomac 
Synod  with  regard  to  the  legal  and  financial  rights  which  it  claims 
to  have  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster. 

4th.  That  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  Hanover,  Pa.,  has  been  designat- 
ed by  the  Potomac  Synod  as  its  choice  to  fill  the  chair  of  New  Testa- 
ment Exegesis  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  and  this 
Synod  is  requested  to  complete  said  action  by  giving  to  it  our 
approval. 

We  recommend  the  following  : 

Resolved,  that  this  Synod  rejoices  in  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended the  efforts  of  the  Endowment  Committee  of  the  Potomac 
Synod,  and  congratulates  that  body  upon  the  fact,  that  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  of  its  committee,  the  liberal  response  of  its  pastors  and 
members,  with  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  have  combined  to 
produce  such  a  happy  result. 

Resolved,  That  the  endowment  of  a  Professor's  chair  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  is  an  event  of  significance  for  the  whole 
Church,  and  is  an  example  and  encouragement  to  the  pastors  and 
members  of  our  Churches  for  renewed  prayers  and  contributions  in 
behalf  of  this  institution. 

Resolved,  That  we  invoke  upon  our  sister  Synod  of  the  Potomac 
the  blessing  of  the  Triune  God,  and  unite  in  thanksgiving  to  His 
Holy  Name  for  His  blessing  bestowed,  and  for  the  beautiful  tribute 
paid  to  the  glory  of  our  God  and  of  His  Christ,  by  that  portion  of 
the  Church. 

Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  right  of  the  Potomac  Synod  to 
control  its  endowment  fund  and  to  provide  for  the  salary  of  the 
Professor  it  has  designated. 

Resolved,  That  the  request  of  said  Synod  to  be  invested  with  full 
legal  power  to  elect  its  own  Professor  is  reasonable  and  just,  and 
meets  the  approval  of  this  body. 

Resolved^  That  we  appoint  a  committee  to  confer  with  a  similar 
committee  appointed  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  to  consider 
the  steps  that  may  be  necessary  to  accord  to  the  said  Synod  such 
rights  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  to  report  its  action  to  this 
Synod  for  approval. 

Resolved,  That  we  enter  upon  the  election  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Bow- 
man, Hanover,  Pa.,  to  fill  the  chair  of  New  Testament  Exegesis 
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in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa,,  at  such  time  during 
the  present  session,  as  this  body  may  designate. 

The  President  of  the  Synod  having  requested  your  committee  to 
suggest  the  committee  called  for  by  this  report,  we  submit  to  your 
revere'nd  body  the  following  :  Rev.  S.  G.  Wagner,  D.  D.,  Chair- 
man ;  Rev.  Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Elder  Daniel  S.  Keller. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Revs.  Ellis  N.  Kremer. 
Wm.  M.  Landis. 
S.  P.  Brown. 
Elders,  Wm.  R.  Lawfer. 
Wm.  Mover. 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  October  20,  1890,  at  9  p.  m.,  be 
appointed  as  the  day  and  hour,  for  the  election  of  a  Professor,  fo^ 
the  chair  of  New  Testament  Exegesis  in  the  Theological  Seminary 
at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

When  the  order  of  the  day  had  arrived,  Synod  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  a  Professor  in  New  Testam^t  Exegesis.  As  the  Potomac 
Synod  supplied  the  funds  for  the  endowment  of  this  Professorship — 
to  it  also  belongs  the  right  of  suggesting  the  name  of  Rev.  Jno.  C. 
Bowman,  of  Hanover,  as  its  nominee.  In  accordance  with  instruc- 
tions  the  stated  clerk  cast  the  ballot  of  Synod  in  favor  of  Rev.  Jno. 
C.  Bowman,  whereupon  the  President  of  the  Synod  declared  him 
to  be  elected  as  the  incumbent  of  the  chair  of  New  Testament 
Exegesis  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Besohfedf  That  the  officers  of  Synod  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  tender  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Jno.  C.  Bowman,  of  Hanover, 
Pa.,  to  fill  the  chair  of  New  Testament  Exegesis,  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  of  the  Church,  and  subject  to  the  conditions,  that 
the  salary  be  provided  by  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac. 

Resolved,  further  that  the  officers  of  the  Potomac  Synod  be  re- 
quested to  conduct  the  installation,  when  the  call  is  accepted. 

IV.   The  Need  of  a  Seminary  Building  at  Lancaster, 

The  communication  from  the  Professors  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Lancaster,  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Overtures  and  presented  in  the  8th  item  of  its  report  was  referred 


41 

to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Jon.  H.  Pannebecker, 
Wm.  C-  Shaeffer  and  Elders  J.  J.  Hoffman  and  Jas.  F.  Hunsecker, 
who  presented  their  report  on  Tuesday,  which  was  adopted.  The 
communication  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

To  the  Eastern  Synod,  the  Pittsburg  Synod  and  the  Potomac  Synod  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Dear  Brethren  :  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  May,  1889,  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  exterior 
necessities  of  the  Seminary,  instructing  the  faculty  to  prepare  a 
paper  addressed  to  the  three  Synods  respecting  the  lack  of  accom- 
modations for  the  professors  and  students  and  for  the  library. 

In  compliance  with  this  action  of  the  Visitors  the  faculty  presents 
the  following  statement  to  each  of  the  three  bodies  under  whose 
supcr\'ision  and  direction  this  oldest  institution  of  the  Reformed 
Church  is  now  conducted. 

It  may  be  necessary  definitely  to  remind  your  reverend  body 
that  your  Theological  Seminary  has  no  building  of  its  own.  The 
institution  is  dependent  for  class-rooms  and  for  all  meetings  held 
by  students  on  the  hospitality  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College. 
All  the  privileges  which  the  College  can  afford  are  freely  given. 
The  college  even  discommodes  itself  to  accommodate  the  Seminary. 
But  the  capacity  of  the  building  is  inadequate  to  the  demands  of 
the  two  institutions,  since  seven  classes  are  under  tuition  during 
the  same  hour.  A  number  of  the  rooms  have  to  be  used  for  two 
and  three  different  purposes. 

The  College  fronts  eastward.  The  room  on  the  third  floor, 
south  end,  is  occupied  by  the  Seminary  library,  where  there  are 
not  less  than  1,200  volumes.  This  is  the  lecture  room  of  Dr. 
Gerhart,  and  here  the  Society  of  Inquiry  holds  its  weekly  meet- 
ings, no  other  apartment  being  available  for  this  purpose. 

Dr.  Apple  occupies  a  class-room  on  the  second  floor,  north  end, 
which  is  also  used  by  Rev.  Dr.  Stahr. 

Dr.  Gast  is  consigned  to  a  room  on  the  first  floor,  immediately 
under  the  chapel,  north  side.  This  space  is  divided  into  two  apart- 
ments, a  reference  library  being  in  the  west  end  and  Dr.  Cast's 
class-room  in  the  east  end.  Both  rooms  are  small.  Neither  is 
adequate  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  to  be  used.  Particularly 
the  east  end,  occupied  by  Dr.  Gast,  is  not  suitable  for  class-room 
work.     His  room  being  below  on  the  north  side  of  the  westward 
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extension,  it  is  from  morning  until  night  under  the  shadow  of  the 
north  wing  of  the  building.  At  present  the  College  is  erecting  an 
extension  westward  of  this  northern  wing  as  a  laboratory,  leaving 
a  space  of  only  8  feet  9  inches  between  the  wall  of  the  laboratory 
and  Dr.  Cast's  room.  The  consequence  will  be  that  his  room  will 
not  get  one  direct  ray  of  light  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
year ;  and  the  reflected  light  will  be  to  a  degree  obstructed  iJy  the 
laboratory.     Hence  his  room  cannot  but  be  damp  and  dingy. 

Our  Junior  class  now  numbers  twenty-three  members ;  and  one 
minister  to  whom  the  Faculty  has  accorded  the  privileges  of  the 

Seminary.  When  they  all  get  into  Dr.  Cast's  class-room  it  is  so- 
crowded  and  closely  packed  that  it  becomes  not  only  inconvenient, 
but  even  impossible  so  to  use  the  blackboards  as  is  necessary  in 
order  to  teach  with  freedom. 

We  have  said  that  the  Seminary  Library  occupies  the  room  on 
the  third  floor  of  the  south  wing,  one  of  the  largest  apartments  of 
the  building.  This  room  has  been  packed  full  of  books  from  the 
floor  to  the  ceiling  on  three  sides,  east,  west  and  south.  Some 
shelves  have  double  rows  of  books.  Many  books  are  of  necessity- 
stored  away  in  corners  and  under  the  ceiling  in  such  manner  that 
they  are  not  accessible.  ^ 

For  several  years  many  books  were  |>acked  away  in  boxes  or 
stacked  upon  the  floor,  because  there  was  no  vacant  space  on  the 
shelves.  In  the  spring  of  1889  the  want  of  enough  shelving  was 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  Board  of  Visitors.  The 
two  Boards  joined  in  ordering  shelves  to  be  put  up  on  the  north 
side,  extending  from  the  floor  to  the  ceiling.  Now  nearly  all  the 
books  are  on  shelves ;  but  owing  to  the  crowded  condition  of  the 
library  many  books  are  still  maccessible. 

As  before  stated  the  **  Reference  Library*'  occupies  an  apartment 
on  the  first  floor  of  the  rear  extension  of  the  College  building,  north 
side  and  is  n6w  connected  by  folding  doors  with  Dr.  Cast's  class. 
room.  The  Reference  Library  is  also  the  reading  room.  In  addi* 
dition  to  the  Quarterlies.  Monthly  and  Weekly  Periodicals,  the 
books  on  the  shelves  of  the  Reference  Library  number  about  8oo. 

The  library  of  our  Seminary  is  a  valuable  collection  of  books. 
As  in  other  libraries  so  in  ours  there  are  some  volumes  which  as 
regards  current  uses  have  only  nominal  value.  But  there  are  very 
many  works  of  great  excellence,  works  which  are  both  necessary 
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and  highly  important  to  a  theological  institution.  Some  could  not 
be  replaced  except  at  large  expense,  whilst  there  are  not  a  few  that 
could  not  be  replaced  at  all.  It  may  be  added  that  we  have  some 
books  which  are  exceedingly  rare,  and  worth  is  not  to  be  estimated 
in  terms  of  finance. 

The  exterior  condition  of  the  Theological  Seminary  as  now 
described  in  several  particulars  brings  some  facts  before  the  Church 
which  we  beg  leave  definitely  to  emphasize. 

1.  The  institution  requires  larger  and  better  accommodations. 
The  professors  need  suitable  apartments  to  meet  their  classes.  These 
they  have  not  now,  as  must  be  evident  to  all  who  form  a  correct 
conception  of  the  situation.  The  students  need  apartments  where 
they  can  hold  their  various  meetings.  The  apartments  which  they 
are  now  using  are  not  such  as  meet  their  wants,  and  conduce  to  the 
growth  and  efficiency  of  the  institution. 

2.  It  is  evident  that  the  library  is  not  as  safe  as  it  should  be.  It 
should  have  better  protection  against  fire.  A  little  reflection  may 
convince  every  minister  and  elder  that  in  present  circumstances, 
notwithstanding  all  the  precautions  that  are  taken,  the  risk  is  serious. 
Further,  all  possible  care  is  taken  of  the  books  by  the  professors 
and  librarians,  yet  the  books  are  very  much  exposed.  Some  works 
from  time  to  time  are  found  to  be  missing ;  no  one  being  able  to 
tell  how  losses  occur.  Losses  are  the  consequences  of  unavoidable 
exposure  to  the  public ;  for  under  existing  circumstances  the  door 
cannot  on  all  occasions  be  locked. 

3.  The  representations  now  made  respecting  the  exterior  condi- 
tions of  your  Seminary  show  clearly  and  forcibly  that  in  this  regard 
the  needs  of  the  institution  are  urgent,  and  should  command  the 
serious  attention  of  the  membership  and  ministry  of  the  three 
Synods. 

These  exterior  needs  may  all  be  summed  up  in  one,  the  necessity 
of  a  separate  building  for  the  use  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  a 
building  that  will  provide  class-rooms  for  the  professors,  more 
suitable  accommodations  for  all  the  needful  purposes  of  the  Theo- 
logical students,  also  adequate  space  and  better  protection  for  the 
library. 

The  faculty  refrains  from  offering  any  argument  or  plea  other 
than  that  which  this  plain  statement  of  facts  furnishes.  The  facts 
speak  for  themselves.     They  make  their  own  appeal  to  the  heart 
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and  conscience  of  all  friends  of  this  Theological  school,  the  oldest 
institution  of  the  German  branch  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States. 

In  conclusion  the  faculty  begs  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  that 
after  some  discussion  of  the  subject  presented  by  this  i>aper  it  be 
referred  by  each  Synod  to  a  committee  of  three,  who  in  conjunc- 
tion with  similar  committees  appointed  by  the  two  other  Synods 
shall  consider  the  necessities  of  the  Seminary,  which  now  numbers 
nearly  fifty  students,  and  adopt  such  measures  and  report  such 
action  a^  in  their  judgment  may  be  deemed  necessary  and  feasible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Emanuel  V.  Gerhart, 
Thos.  G.  Apple, 

F.  A.  Gast. 
Theological  Seminary,  Oct.  9th,  1890. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  communication  in  regard  to  the  urgent  necessity 
of  erecting  a  Seminary  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  communication 
from  the  faculty  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
respectfully  offer  the  following  for  adoption. 

ist.  Resolved,  That  this  Synod  recognizes  the  urgent  necessity 
of  erecting  a  suitable  building  for  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Lancaster,  Pa. 

2d.  Resolved  J  That  in  view  of  this  fact,  the  endowment  of  another 
professorship  by  this  Synod  be  held  in  abeyence  for  the  present, 
and  that  the  energies  of  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  Seminary  be 
directed  to  secure  the  necessary  funds  for  erecting  said  building. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  who  shall 
act  in  conjunction  with  similar  committees,  who  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Potomac  and  Pittsburg  Synods  agreeably  to  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  faculty  of  the  Seminary,  and  that  this  committee  shall 
take  immediate  steps  to  raise  the  money  required. 

J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Chairman. 

In  compliance  with  the  action  adopted  in  the  3d  resolution  of 
•of  the  forgoing  report,  the  President  appointed  Revs.  Jon.  H. 
Pannebecker,  Wm.  C.  Schaefier  and  Samuel  A.  Leinbacb,  as  the 
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committee  of  this  Synod,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  similar  com- 
mitteeSy  that  may  be  appointed  by  the  Pittsburg  and  Potomac 
Synods  in  carrying  out  the  above  suggestions. 


ARTICLE  XIV. 

MISSIONS. 

/.  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  send  to  you  the  report  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 
and  that  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  board.  We  bespeak  for  these 
papers  that  careful  consideration  which  you  have  ever  been  pleased 
to  give  to  them. 

Substantial  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  to 
which  the  Missions  fostered  by  your  reverend  body  have  largely 
contributed. 

The  field  of  missionary  activity  is  ever  enlarging  and  your  board 
may  soon  be  called  upon  to  extend  its  labors  in  directions  which 
cannot  so  well  be  reached  by  any  other  body. 

We  trust  that  your  action  with  regard  to  this  sacred  cause  may 
call  forth  a  liberal  response  from  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  O.  Miller,  President. 

Ellis  N.  Kremer,  Secretary, 

II.    Repot  t  of  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Missions  for  the  year 

ending  October  r,  i8go. 

To  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod  and  ike  Synod  of  the  Potomac : 

Dear  Brethren  :  You  will  notice  that  this  report  is  addressed  to 
two  Synods  instead  of  three,  as  heretofore,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
one  year  ago  the  Pittsburg  Synod,  the  third  party  in  the  tri-synodic 
compact,  instructed  its  Board  to  transfer  its  missions  to  the  Board 
of  General  Synod,  which  was  done  January  ist,  1890,  since  which 
time  our  Board  represents  only  your  two  reverend  bodies.  We  call 
your  attention  to  the  following  facts : 

I.  Organization.  The  Board  organized  in  November,  1889, 
for  another  term  of  four  years,  and  the  following  are  its  officers : 
President,  Rev.  J.  O.  Miller,  D.  D.;  Secretary,  Rev.  E.  N. 
Kremer;  Treasurer,  Elder  W.  H.  Seibert.  The  Executive  Council, 
in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Synods  a  year  ago,  now  con- 
sists of  Severn  members,  namely,  in  addition  to  the  three  officers. 
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Rev.  C.  S.  Gerhard,  Rev.  T.  J.  Barkley,  Rev.  J.  C.  Bowman,  and 
^x-officio  the  Superintendent. 

2.  The  number  of  missions.  We  began  the  year  with  48  missions 
on  the  roll.  Of  these,  as  already  said,  7  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Pittsburg  Synod,  namely,  Braddock,  Du  Bois,  Jeannette,  Johns- 
town, McKeesport,  Scottdale  and  Wilkinsburg  were  January  ist, 
1890,  withdrawn  from  the  care  of  this  Board;  3,  namely,  St, 
Stephen's,  Reading,  Pa.,  Hazleton,  Pa.,  and  Boulder,  Iowa,  be- 
came self-supporting;  Phoenixville,  Pa.,  was  by  the  Philadelphia 
Classis  transferred  to  the  Board  of  General  Synod ;  2,  namely, 
Clearville,  Pa.,  and  Wilton  Junction,  Iowa,  have  been  referred  to 
their  Classes  for  reconstruction ;  Nanticoke,  Pa,,  has  been  enrolled ; 
and  so  we  close  the  year  with  a  roll  of  36  missions. 

3.  The  condition  of  the  missions.  Two,  namely,  Clearville,  Pa., 
and  Winchester,  Va.,  have  been  vacant  all  the  year.  Dushore, 
Pa.,  and  Washington,  D.  C,  vacant  a  year  ago,  now  have  pastors. 
Abilene,  ICansas,  lola,  Kansas,  Lisbon,  Iowa,  Sioux  City,  Iowa  and 
Wilton  Junction,  Iowa,  became  vacant  during  the  year;  but  all 
except  the  last  now  have  pastors.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  work  has  suffered  but  little  interruption.  Charabersburg  has  built 
a  church.  Altoona,  Hazleton  and  Steel  ton  are  now  busy  building. 
Williamsport  has  enlarged  its  church.  Faith  mission,  Baltimore, 
is  enlarging  its  church.  Winchester  has  remodelled  its  church. 
York  has  paid  its  whole  debt.  And  an  examination  of  the  statistics 
will  show  that  the  giving  of  the  missions,  both  for  benevolence  and 
for  congregational  expenses,  has  been  very  large.  The  Board 
heartily  commends  its  roll  of  missions  to  the  confidence  and  support 
of  the'church. 

4.  Aid  to  other  Boards,  In  addition  to  the  outlay  for  our  own 
missions,  we  pledged  also  I150  to  the  German  Board  of  the  East 
for  New  York ;  and  to  the  Board  of  General  Synod  $600  for  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  $100  for  Baker,  Kansas,  and  J350  for  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
These  pledges  have  been  renewed  for  the  year  to  come  (though  only 
$300  for  Cleveland,  O.,  as  requested). 

5.  The  income  of  the  Board. — The  treasurer's  report,  which  is 
herewith  transmitted,  shows  that  we  have  had  a  year  of  unusually 
large  giving,  and  that  the  condition  of  the  treasury  is  quite  gratify- 
ing. The  effort  of  the  Board  to  raise  1000  ten -dollar  subscriptions 
for  the  general  treasury,  to  bring  our  work  up  to  a  cash  basis,  re- 
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-suited  in  securing  nearly  500  "  tens,"  at  least  half  of  which  would 
not  have  been  received  but  for  this  effort.;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  in- 
terest to  state  that  one-tenth  of  the  "  tens**  came  from  our  missions, 
a  fact  of  which  both  they  and  the  Church  may  be  justly  proud. 
The  Board  has  instructed  the  Superintendent  to  continue  the  effort 
to  raise  one  thousand  '*  tens,** 

6.  The  amount  needed  for  the  coming  year, — As  we  now  have  a 
smaller  number  of  missions  than  heretofore,  we  ask  for  a  smaller 
sura  for  their  support ;  but  the  amount  asked  of  each  Synod  is  about 
the  same  as  before,  because  the  missions  of  the  Pittsburg  Synod 
were  supported  by  that  Synod. 

Cash  on  hand  September  22d,  1890 %  4,855 

Dae  the  missionaries  to  October  ist,  1890, %  4,000 

Money  borrowed  five  and  seven  years  ago, $  2,000 

Bstimated  cost  of  the  work  next  year, $20,000 

This  is  for  the  support  of  the  missionaries ;  but  the  Board  must 
have  money  also  for  church-buihling,  and  we  therefore  ask  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  missions :  From  the  Eastern  Synod $13,000 

From  the  Potomac  Synod 7,000 

For  church-building :  From  the  Eastern  Synod $2,500 

From  the  Potomac  Synod ^iSOo 

While  asking  your  reverend  bodies  for  these  reasonable  sums,  we 
beg  also  that  the  work  committed  to  our  care  may  have  the  confi- 
dence, the  prayers,  the  sympathy  and  the  interest  of  all  our  pastors 
and  people,  so  that  with  their  hearty  co-working  it  may  greatly 
prosper,  to  the  praise  of  God  in  the  saving  of  souls. 

7.  Special  Church-building  Funds, — In  reference  to  these  import- 
ant helps,  which  have  now  become  well  known,  the  Board  is  pleased 
to  report  that  in  addition  to  the  nine  reported  last  year,  two  more 
have  been  received,  namely,  that  raised  by  the  Women's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Schuylkill  Classis,  bearing  the  name  of  that  body, 
and  one  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Harriet  M.  Schnebly,  of  Mer- 
cersburg,  Pa. ,  to  be  known  as  the  Harriet  Hoke  Schnebly  Church- 
building  Fund.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  also,  that  just  when  these 
two  funds  came  into  our  treasury  they  were  needed  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  Faith  Mission  Church,  Baltimore,  and  so  they  have 
already  begun  their  good  work. 

8.  Legacies  and SecuriHes.—'DuTing  the  year  a  committee  of  the 
Board,  at  great  cost  of  time  and  labor,  prepared  a  valuable  finan- 
cial report,  setting  forth  in  cronological  order  all  the  legacies  of 
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the  board,  whence  they  came  and  where  they  liow  are,  with  an  ab- 
stract of  the  wills,  and  the  date  and  place  of  record ;  also  a  state- 
ment of  the  mortgages,  notes  and  other  securities  held  by  the 
Board,  including  a  record  of  all  our  Church-building  Funds.  This 
report  has  been  recorded  by  the  Secretary,  and  will  be  valuable  for 
reference. 

9.  Our  Western  Superindent. — Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  continues  to  be 
our  Superintendent  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  the  Interior, 
giving  all  his  time  to  general  work,  overseeing  the  missions,  open- 
ing new  fields  and  supplying  vacancies.  This  general  statement 
can  be  made  in  a  few  lines;  but  his  travel  of  22,000  miles  during 
the  year  in  the  service  of  the  Board  is  proof  of  much  work  done. 

10.  The  Reformed  Missionary  Herald. — This  organ  of  the  Board, 
which  has  been  found  very  useful  in  giving  missionary  information 
to  our  people,  especially  in  reference  to  our  own  work  and  wants, 
has  been  published  as  heretofore,  under  the  editorial  control  of  the 
Executive  Council,  with  a  circulation  of  about  5,000.  But  now  a 
change  is  proposed.  Your  Board  and  the  Board  of  General  Synod 
have  appointed  committees  of  conference,  in  which  we  hopye  to  be 
joined  also  by  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  looking  to  the  pub- 
lication of  a  monthly  missionary  magazine  of  thirty-two  pages, 
which  shall  be  the  organ  of  these  three  Boards  and  of  all  our  mis- 
sionary work. 

11.  Requests, — In  closing  this  seventeenth  yearly  report,  your 
Board  resj^ectfully  makes  the  following  requests:^ 

a.  That  you  will  assume  and  apportion  the  above  named  sums, 
for  the  work  of  the  coming  year. 

b,)  That  you  will  urge  the  Classes  each  to  raise  its  full  apportion- 
ment, so  that  we  may  promptly  pay  the  missionaries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  C.  Whitmkr, 

Superintendent, 

III,  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Missions, 

To  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Untied  States  : 
The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  present  the  subjoined  report  of 

the  finances  of  the  Board  during  the  fiscal  year  ending,  September 

22,  1890. 
During  the  year  moneys  were  received  for  Home  Missions, 

Church  Building,  &c.,  and  payments  made  for  those  objects  as 

follows,  viz. : 
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HOME  MISSIONS. 

Synod  of  the  United  States, 

Classis  of  Philadelphia.....!  412  uo|  Classis  of  £.  Susquehanna  $  502  10 

**         Tohickon i>099  U  "         W.Susquehanna   84831 

**  Goshenhoppen  ..1412  29,         "         Lehigh 1,10016 

"  K.  Pennsylvania  1, 022  48 1         *'         Wyoming 70645 

**         Lebanon 88i  23 1  

"         Schuylkill 2,663  59'  Total !ii,748  90 

'*         Lancaster 1,101  15! 


Synod  of  the  Pbtomac. 

Classis  of  Maryland. 4i»423  20 

Mercersburg 772  56 

Juniata 1,315  27 

Carlisle 467  91 


t« 

If 

Zion's 1,185  8g 

*'         Gettysburg 1,129  68 


Classis  of  Virginia %  211  04 

North  Carolina..    222  45 
Portland-Oregon     63  45 

Total f6,79i  45 
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Synod  of  Pittsburg, 

Received  from  sundry  Brethren  within  the  bounds  of  Synod  mostly  on 

account  of  the  •*  1,000  Tens" $  264  88 

Received  from  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  C.  M.  Boush,  Esq 500  00 

Total $     764  88 

Miscellaneous  Sources. 

Received  of  Mrs.  C.  A.  Fremdell  interest  on  loan $  115  50 

"  Mechanics  Bank,  Harrisburg,  interest  on  Certificate 

of  Deposit 45  00 

"            Dr.  J.  O.  Miller  interest  on  loan 7210 

'*           J.  R.  Hamilton  interest  on  loan 60  00 

"            Geo.  Z.  Kunkel  interest  on  loan 6000 

Mrs.  Sophia  F.  Grove  interest  on  loan 60  00 

Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  dividend  of  the  Spangler  legacy 25  00 

The  Ladies  Synodical  Missionary  Society  of  the 

Synod  of  the  I n terior  for  Sioux  City  Mission 11  72 

Rev.  S.  Ream,  Liscomb,  Iowa,  for  i  of  "  1,000  Tens  "  10  00 

Wm.  AchenbauRh,  fur  i  of  the  **  1,000  Tens" 10  00 

Mrs.Jno.  Love  for  i  of  the  "1,000  Tens*' 10,00 

The  Missionary  Society  of  Brown  Memorial  Church, 

Wichita,  Kansas,  for  i  of  the  '*  1,000  Tens'* 10  oo 

Rev.  D.  B.  Shuey  for  i  of  the  **  1,000  Tens  '* 10  00 

Rev.  J.   F.   Butler,  Imogeue,  Iowa,   for   i  of  the 

"  1,000 Tens" 10  00 

Rev.  C.  A.  San  tee,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  for  i  of  the 

"  1,000  Tens** 10  00 

Miss  S.  J.   Umangst,  Martin,  Wis.,  for  i   of  the 

**  1,000  Tens'* 10  00 

Miss  Hannah  J.  Smith,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  for  i  of  the 

"  1,000 Tens" 10  00 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  24,  1889 |i|8o9  25 

Total  from  miscellaneous  sources $  2,348  57 
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Total  from  all  sources 121,653  ^ 
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DISBURSBMBNTS. 

Paid  orders  of  the  Board  during  the  year. I'6»794  ^ 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  22,  1890 4«^59  00 

Total *2>,653  80 

Church  Building  Funds.  Dr. 

» 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  September  25,  1%^^ $2,483  12 

Received  for  Church  Building  in  Baltimore,  viz. : 

From  Carlisle  Classis |2o  61 

From  Gettysburg  Classis 28  91 

From  Juniata  Classis 30  00 

From  Mercersburg  Classis 600a—      13952 

Received  for  Second  Reformed  Church  of  Chambers- 
burg  from  Mercersburg  Classis 100  00 

Received  on  account  of  a  balance  due  the  Board  by  the  Synod  of  the 
United  States  on  a  certain  Bond  viz.  : 

From  Lebanon  Classis 27  00 

From  Lehigh  Classis 41  00 

From  Wyoming  Classis....'. 200 —       7000 

Received  for  the  use  of  the  Reformed  Church  of 

Johnstown,  Pa.,  from  Sunday  School  of  the 

Church  of  the  Strangers,  Philadelphia,  Pa 11  08 

Christ  Church  Charge,  Gettysburg  Classis 20  00—        31  08 

Received  of  Rev.  Jno.  W.  Love,  pastor  of  the  Re- 
formed Church  of  Wichita,  Kansas,  amount 

of  Loan  made  to  said  Church  October  i,  1889 

Cash 62  50 

One  Quarter  Salary  due ^87  50 —      25000 

Received  for  Church-building  purposes  in  general. 

From  Lancaster  Classis 119  53 

From  Lebanon  Classis 229  35 

From  Goshenhoppen  Classis. 250  00 

From  E.  Pennsylvania  Classis 73  00 

From  Tohickon  Classis 15700 

From  W.  Susc[uehanna  Classis 96  27 

From  Shuylkill  Classis. 30830 

From  Gettysburg  Classis 132  00 

From  Juniata  Classis 191  00 

From  Zion's  Classis 3  91 

From  North  Carolina  Classis 20  47 

From  Carlisle  Classis 57  35 

From  Clanon  Classis 18  10 

1.656  28 

Received  of  Constantine  E.   A.    Foerster,  of  San 

Francisco,  Cal.,  attorney  for  the  Board,  amount 

collected  by   him   (less  his   fees)  fro^i   the 

German   Reformed  Church  of  said  City,  on 

Judgment  held  by  the  Board   against  said 

Church 3,682  24 

Received  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  amount  of  the 

judgment  bond  held  by  the  Bo«BLrd  against  him..  ii442  00 

Received  of  Hon.  H.  C.  Hoover,  Treasurer  of  Phila-  ^ 

delphia  Classis.  on  account  of  their  Classical 

Missionary  Society's  Church-building  Fund...  too  00 
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Received  of  C.  P.  Hutchison,  principal  and  interest 

of  a  judgment  bond  held  against  him  by  the 

Board I  507  75 

Received  per  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Treasurer 

of  Mercersburg  Classis,  amount  of  the  bequest 

of  Harriet*  M.  Schnebly,  deceased,  to  consti- 
tute the  **  Harriet  Hoke   Schnebly  Church 

Building  Fund'* 500  «> 

Received  per  Rev.  A.  C.  Whitmer  from  the  Women's 

Missionary  Society  of  Schuylkill  Classis  to 

constitute  "The  Church  Building  Fund  of  the 

Women's  Missionary  Society  of  Schuylkill 

Classis** 500  00 

Received  per  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,   Treasurer  of 

Maryland  Classis,  thefirst  payment  due  August 

II,  1890,  on  the  mart^a^e  of  S850,  held  by  the 

Board  on    Faith   Mission    Church    property 

Baltimore,  Md. 150  00 

Received  per  Rev.  M.  Firve,  pastor  of  Sioux  City 

Mission  on  account  of  the  mortgage  held  by 

the  Board  against  said  Mission 135    00 

Received  of  Geo.   W.   Guldin,  Dorrance,  Luzerne 

County,  Pa.,  payment  in  full  of  note  of  Wm. 

B.  Moyer  and  others  held  by  the  Board {  100  00 

^11,846  99 

Paid  out  during  the  year,  viz.  :  Cr. 

To  the  Reformed  Church  of  Wichita,  Kas.,  (Loans,)    $  250  00 

To  Chas.  Santee,  Treasurer  contribution  received  for 

Bohemian  Church  aid 30  00 

To  Rev.  S.  S.  Miller,  Treasurer  of  Maryland  Classis 
on  account  of  contributions  received  for 
Church-building  in  Baltimore,  Md 129  13 

To  Rev.  Ambrose  M.  Schmidt,  sum  received  for  use     • 

of  Christ  Reformed  Mission  of  Baltimore,  Md.  30  00 

To  Dr.  J.  O.  Miller,  towards  paying  indebtedness  of 

Grace  Mission,  York 250  00 

To  Rev.  R.  E.  Crum,  Du  Bois,  Pa.,  contribution  re- 
ceived for  his  Church 5  00 

To  Rev.  Geo.  H.  Johnston,  for  use  of  the  Church  of 
the  Strangers,  Philadelphia,  in  accordance 
with  the  request  of  the  Synod  of  the  United 
States. 553  00 

To  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Bates,  Johnstown  contributions  re- 
ceived for  his  Church 31  08 

To  H.  A.  Forney,  Treasurer  Board  of  Systematic 
Benevolence  of  North  Carolina  Classis,  money 
paid  into  the  Treasury  by  mistake 20  47 

To  Rev.  J.  B.  Shontz,  contributions  received  for  the 
Second  Reformed  Church,  Chambersburg,  Pa. , 
from  Mercersburg  Classis 100  00 

To  amount  of  a  donation  made  by  the  Board  to  the 
Reformed  Mission  of  Hamilton,  State  of 
Washington 100  00 

Loan  made  to  the  Mission 20000 
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To  Rev.  Aaron  Noll,  donation  made  to  the  Reformed 

Mission  at  Hazleton $  500  oo» 

lA>an  made  to  L.  C.  and  Leah  Sidel,  secured  by  a 

mortgage  on  property  in  Steelton,  Pa, ~     2,500  00 

To  loan  made  to  Calvin  R.  Hutchison  for  six  months,      • 

secured  by  a  jud^pient  bond 500  00 

To  loan  made  to  Sophia  F.  and  Jno.  L.  Grove,  se- 
cured by  a  mortgage  on  two  houses  in  Steelton, 
Pa •* -     2,000  00 

To  loan  made  to  Grace  Reformed  Church  of  Abilene, 

Kans.,  secured  by  a  mortgage ii5oo  00 

To  loan  Calvin  P.  and  Cordelia  Hutchison  for  three 

years,  secured  b;^  a  judgment  bond .^    ^tSOo  00 

To  Rev.  Simon  S.  Miller,  Treasurer  of  Maryland 
Classis,  loan  made  to  Trustees  of  the  Classis 
for  use  of  Faith  Mission,  Baltimore,  Md.,  se> 
cured  by  a  mortgage 1,000  00 

To  balance  in  the  Treasury  September  22,  1890 248  31 

|i  1.846  99 

Respectfully  submitted,  Wm.  H.  Ssibert,  Treasurer. 

We  the  undersigned  auditors  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurers's  ac- 
count, would  report  that  we  have  attended  to  the  duty  and  after  com- 
paring all  vouches  with  all  accounts,  find  the  accounts  correct  with  the 
following  balances  in  the  Treasurer's  hands. 

General  Fund ^41859  00 

Church  Building 248  31 

Jno.  W.  Nissley, 
T.J.  Hacker. 
Coi^UMBiA,  Pa.,  September  22,  1890. 

IV.  Secretary  s  Report — Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 

To  the  Eastern  Synod ^  Refortned  Churchy  United  States, 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren. — Another  year  with  its 
joys  and  sorrows,  hopes  and  fears,  triumphs  and  defeats  has  run  its 
course ;  and  in  response  to  a  deep  sense  of  duty  we  call  upon  our 
souls,  and  all  that  is  within  us,  to  bless  the  name  of  the  Lord.  The 
God  of  Missions  has  been  with  us,  and  we  will  not  forget  his 
benefits. 

The  progress  of  the  Gospel  in  Japan  has  not  been  as  perceptible 
as  the  previous  years,  still  there  is  no  mission  field  that  shows  bet- 
ter results.  The  proclamation  of  the  constitution,  the  failure  of 
the  treaty  revision,  and  the  change  of  Government  and  the  hatred 
^o  foreigners,  have  all  combined  to  unsettle  the  public  mind  and  to 
ike  it  less  receptive  to  the  Gospel.  That  there  has  been  no  sen* 
interference  to  the  work  under  the  political  excitement  is  great 
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cause  for  special  gratitude  to  God,  who  maketh  even  the  wrath  of 
men  to  praise  him. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  Japanese  are  at  present,  in  a 
transitional  period,  and  it  would  well-nigh  be  a  miracle,  if  the 
transition  from  the  pagan  religion  and  the  ancestral  polity  to 
Christianity,  were  not  accompanied  by  resistance  even  unto  blood. 
The  idea  that  Japan  will  be  wholly  won  for  Christ  is  the  assertion 
of  the  enthusiast.  No  nation  is  wholly  Christian.  Perhaps  there 
is  no  nation  so  strongly  under  the  power  of  the  Gospel  as  our  own 
native  land,  and  yet,  even  here,  the  powers  of  evil  make  them- 
selves felt  in  many  ways.  Japan  will  be  a  Christian  nation.  The 
cross  will  overcome  the  sceptre  of  heathendom  in  the  Empire  of 
the  East  and  tower  high  above  the  wrecks  of  time. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  missk>naries  breaths  the  spirit  of  entire 
consecration  to  the  Master's  use.  For  the  information  of  the  rev- 
erend synod,  I  will  insert  a  few  extracts,  which  portray  their  labors 
•during  the  past  year. 

REV.  J.  p.  MOORE. 

As  is  known,  in  July  of  last  year,  I  removed  from  Yamagata  to 
Sendai  since  which  time  I  have  labored  with  the  brethren  of  the 
Mission,  teaching  several  hours  a  day  in  the  Theological  Training 
School,  and  as  I  had  opportunity  and  strength,  assisting  in  the 
evangelistic  work  in  and  around  Sendai.  I  also  made  several  visits 
to  our  Tokio  stations,  preaching  and  administering  the  sacraments  ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  part  of  our  work  has  shown  signs 
of  new  life  since  my  last  report.  What  I  do  in  the  Training  School 
is  an  investment  which,  I  believe,  will  bear  compound  interest  in 
the  future  of  our  evangelistic  operations.     * 

REV.  W.  E.  FOV. 

Teaching  has  been  my  primary  work  as  a  missionary.  Every 
Monday  evening  I  teach  a  Bible  class,  which  meets  in  my  Library, 
I  lecture  at  the  congregational  prayer  meeting  on  the  books  of  the 
Bible. 

Mrs.  Hoy  teaches  a  Bible  class  at  our  house  on  Tuesday  after- 
noons. My  progress  in  the  vernacular  is  just  enough  to  give  me 
confidence  and  I  am  beginning  to  see  how  much  there  is  yet  to  be 
learned.  Humanly  speaking,  much  of  our  comfort  and  well-being 
can  be  traced  to  our  Board. 
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REV.  D.  B.  SCHNEDER. 

My  work  as  you  know,  has  been  mainly  that  of  a  teacher.  This 
work  brings  with  it  little  variety  of  experience,  and  all  that  I  need 
record  is  that  the  work  of  teaching  young  men  is  becoming  dearer 
to  me  and  I  hope  correspondingly  more  beneficial  to  the  young 
men  in  our  charge.  The  Sunday-schools  under  the  care  of  myself 
and  Mrs.  Schneder  have  been  jJrosperous  during  the  year.  I  preach 
frequently  partly  in  Japanese,  partly  by  interpretation. 

MISS  UZZIE  R.  POORBAUGH. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  when  busied,  there  is  least  to  be  said 
about  one's  work.  Such  is  the  case  in  regard  to  my  work,  for  the 
present  year.  In  addition  to  my  class-room  work,  the  oversight  of 
two  households,  the  care  of  ten  supported  girls,  with  whom  we 
come  in  closer  and  more  constant  relations  than  with  self-support- 
ing girls,  impose  a  good  deal  of  care  upon  me.  I  go  into  the 
school-room  at  half-past  seven  every  morning  and  continue  on  an 
average  of  five  and  a-half  hours.  Allowing  three  hours  for  meals 
and  recreation,  there  remain  but  three  and  a-half  hours  between 
six  in  the  morning  and  six  in  the  evening  in  which  to  look  after 
the  housekeeping  of  both  houses,  receive  accounts  and  make  settle- 
ments, attend  to  visitors,  workmen,  etc. 

MISS  EMMA  F.  POORBAUGH. 

Apart  from  my  work,  my  report  must  be  brief.  Five  hours  a  day- 
are  spent  in  the  school-room,  where  in  addition  to  my  classes  in 
English  I  also  meet  my  catechetical  class  and  give  lessons  on 
the  organ  to  six  girls.  My  afternoons,  when  not  interrupted 
by  visitors,  are  given  wholly  to  the  language,  a  knowledge  of 
which  seems  unattainable  as  it  is  necessary.  Monday  evening  is 
always  spent  in  consultation  with  the  Japanese  teachers,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  needs,  progress,  etc.,  of  the  school.  Wednesday  even- 
ing I  go  to  the  prayer  meeting  and  on  Saturday  evening  I  meet  the 
girls  socially.  We  read  for  an  hour,  explain  what  we  have  read, 
engage  in  conversation  and  end  with  games.  The  object  of  this 
meeting  is  to  gain  closer  companionship  with  the  girls  than  can  be 
done  in  the  class-rooms.  This  kind  of  work  makes  them  feel  that 
you  are  their  friend  as  well  as  their  teacher.  Every  Friday  after- 
noon I  give  them  an  extra  hour  for  sewing,  knitting,  etc.  I  also 
conduct  evening  prayers  with  the  girls.     Evenings  not  otherwise- 
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employed  I  give  to  the  sewing  machine,  as  it  requires  considerable 
of  that  kind  of  work  to  keep  three  people  clothed. 

SENDAI  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 

The  Sendai  Theological  School  has  had  a  fruitful  year.  Twenty- 
six  young  men  are  preparing  for  the  holy  ministry.  Next  Septem- 
ber we  shall  have  our  first  regular  class  in  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary proper.  This  course  will  be  three  years  of  thorough  work  in 
the  branches  commonly  taught  in  American  Theological  Seminaries. 
We  pray  that  a  new  teacher  may  be  sent  to  us  not  later  than 
September  i,  1890,  so  as  to  be  in  time  for  the  new  scholastic  year. 

The  prospects  of  the  school  are  good.  A  goodly  number  of 
promising  young  men  have  already  signified  their  intentions  to 
enter  the  new  class  for  the  next  scholastic  year.  But  if  we  wish  to 
keep  our  students  satisfied,  we  must  enlarge  the  school  and  furnish 
the  young  men  as  wide  a  course  of  study,  training  and  culture  as 
may  be  given  elsewhere.  That  which  is  done  in  this  cause  must  be 
well  done,  if  not  well  done,  it  were  better  to  leave  it  undone. 

girls'  school. 

The  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling  against  foreigners,  of  which  one 
hears  so  much  all  over  the  Empire,  is  felt  in  our  school,  less  per- 
haps than  in  some  others,  but  it  has  suffered  to  prevent  the  growth 
we  fondly  expected.  The  girls  that  are  in  the  school  are  loyal 
pupils,  very  grateful  for  the  comforts  provided  for  them,  and 
evince  their  earnestness  by  hard  work.  There  has  been  consider- 
able illness  among  them  during  the  winter,  nothing  serious,  how- 
ever, except  in  two  instances.  Miura  0*Hama  is  wasting  away 
with  consumption,  and  another  has  been  confined  for  nearly  a 
month  with  peritonitis.  The  Japanese  girls  are  frail,  and  I  often 
feel  the  need  of  fuller  gymnastic  appliances  than  we  have  for  their 
benefit.  Recently  we  received  from  the  officers  of  the  local  gov- 
ernment a  pro|X)sition  to  make  such  changes  in  our  course  of 
study  as  will  give  young  women  an  opportunity  to  secure  a 
thorough  Japanese  education.  This  change  is  nowise  to  affect  the 
moral  or  religious  character  of  the  school.  Society  of  Sendai 
promise  to  bestow  the  weight  of  their  influence  in  favor  of  the 
school.  Hoping,  believing,  that  this  may  prove  our  opportunity, 
we  are  making  every  effort  to  meet  their  requirements,  in  so  far  as 
the  policy  of  the  fission  will  permit.     This  will  involve  the  em- 
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ployment  of  more  and  higher  grade  Japanese  teachers  during  the 
coming  year,  but  will  require  less  of  English,  since  we  have  con- 
cluded to  teach  all  natural  sciences  and  mathematics  in  Japanese. 
Whether  the  result  will  be  what  we  desire,  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  Needs  of  the  Mission, 

NEW  SEMINARY  BUILDING. 

The  necessity  of  a  new  Seminary  building  has  been  keenly  felt 
and  strongly  urged  by  the  missionaries.  Those  who  have  read  their 
appeals  and  arguments,  cannot  help  feeling  the  absolute  necessity 
of  prompt  action.  Relying  upon  the  Divine  help  and  the  liberality 
of  the  people,  the  Board  has  authorized  the  Mission  to  erect  a  suit- 
able building  for  the  use  of  the  Sendai  Theological  Seminary. 

The  new  building  will  be  located  between  John  Ault  Memorial 
Hall  and  the  old  temple  used  by  the  Sendai  Church.  The  designs 
call  for  seven  recitation  rooms,  one  reading  room,  a  library  and  a 
Chapel.  The  building  will  be  in  brick  with  blue-stone  trimmings. 
The  contract  has  been  made  from  July  1890  to  August  1891.  The 
Board  will  need  at  least  ^4000  additional  for  the  building  fund. 

A  GOOD  LIBRARY. 

The  Theological  Seminary  needs  a  good  library.  The  necessity 
is  self-evident.  Rev.  W.  E.  Hoy  has  in  care  the  sum  of  ^1580, 
raised  in  Japan,  which  the  Board  will  allow  the  Mission  to  appro- 
priate for  the  founding  of  a  library.  We  unite  with  the  Mission  in 
the  hope  that  all  our  Reformed  authors  will  donate  copies  of  their 
works  to  the  Sendai  Theological  Seminary. 

NEW  TEACHERS. 

The  Mission  asks  for  a  new  teacher  for  the  Seminary,  who  will 
be  in  perfect  sympathy  with  the  work  as  now  carried  on  in  the  Ed- 
ucational policy,  and  also  for  a  lady  missionary  for  the  Girls' 
School. 

The  ideal  of  a  man  for  the  position  will  be  one  who  would  come 
with  the  purpose  of  throwing  his  whole  soul  into  the  work  of  giving 
our  young  men  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language.  The  lady 
teacher  should  be  a  person  of  broad  and  liberal  culture. 

STATISTICS, 

Owing  to  the  meeting  of  the  General  Synod,  the  Mission  has  sent 
the  statistics  for  the  year  ending  May  31st,  1890.  earlier  than  usual. 
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The  figures  given  at  the  end  of  this  report,  represent  the  work  of 
about  nine  months.  The  table  is  a  study  for  the  mind,  a  feast  for 
the  soul  and  an  inspiration  to  every  friend  of  foreign  missions. 
When  we  consider  the  native  opposition  to  Christianity  and  the 
•other  obstacles  in  the  way,  the  missionaries  did  very  well  during  the 
past  year.  Full  of  zeal  and  courage,  they  enter  upon  the  new  fiscal 
year  with  great  expectation.  May  they  realize  their  fondest  hope. 
To  this  end  we  must  do  our  duty  The  Lord  help  us  to  appreciate 
the  emphasis.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  the  reverend  synod,  to  hear 
the  latest  statistics  of  Protestant  Missions  in  Japan. 

The  total  membership  in  the  Protestant  mission  churches  is  31,- 
181,  with  274  organized  churches,  153  of  which  are  wholly  and  151 
partially  self-supporting.  There  are  135  ordained  native  ministers 
and  409  unordained  preachers  and  hel^xrrs.  There  are  350  Sabbath 
schools,  with  21,597  pupils,  and  17  theological  schools,  with  275 
students.  The  contributions  of  the  churches  during  the  year  1889 
amounted  to  J53, 503,13.  The  United  Church  of  Japan,  of  which 
our  integral  part,  reports  a  membership  of  8,690  and  contributions 
^18,071. 04.  This  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  great  harvest.  The 
Japanese  are  calling  for  foreign  helpers.  Men  to  occupy  new  sta- 
tions and  money  to  support  them,  is  the  great  cry  of  distress  that 
comes  to  us  from  a  people  who  promise  so  much  towards  the  evan- 
gelization of  the  Orient. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  appeal,  issued  by  the  Board,  to  the  pastors,  a  few  months 
ago,  reveals  the  the  lamentable  fact  of  an  empty  treasury,  with  an 
indebtedness  of  J5000.  The  prospects  of  the  Mission  have  never 
been  brighter,  and  with  sufficient  means  we  can  carry  forward  the 
work  successfully. 

Brethren  :  The  General  Synod  has  given  its  unanimous  en- 
-dorsement  to  the  educational  policy  of  the  Board  and  the- mission- 
aries have  a  right  to  look  to  you  for  moral  and  financial  support.  It 
is  not  the  Board,  appealing  to  the  churches  for  means,  but  the  brave 
and  indefatigable  workers,  who  fulfill  the  divine  command,  ''Go  ye 
into  all  the  world"  in  our  stead.  The  cause  of  foreign  missions 
has  no  apportionments  to  rely  on,  but  the  voluntary  contributions 
of  the  people.  The  responsibility  of  maintaining  the  work  rests 
with  the  pastors  and  the  people.  To  the  pastors,  the  Lord  looks  for 
<amest  effort. 
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From  the  people  the  Lord  expects  large  giving.  We  ask  your 
prayers  and  sympathies,  your  efforts  and  offerings  in  sowing  the 
seed  of  truth  upon  the  broad  acres  of  the  world's  spiritual  desti- 
titution,  in  the  confident  hope  that  the  fruit  thereof  will  appear, 
though  it  be  after  many  days.  May 'the  loving  Master  grant  us  the- 
light  of  His  countenance,  for  then  shall  we  see  the  path  of  duty. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Allen  R.  Bartholomew,  Secretary. 

Statistical  Report. 
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V.  A  Communication  from  the  Mission  Board  of  General  Synod, 

To  the  Reverend  Eastern  Synod: 

Dear  Brethren  in  Christ  :  In  accordance  with  the  instruction 
of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  at  its  sessions  held  in  Lebanon,  Pa,  ''The  Board  of  Home- 
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Missions  of  the  General  Synod  "  contemplates  undertaking  specia! 
mission  work  among  the  Hungarian  population  of  our  country  in 
various  localities.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  the  Board  is  about 
employing  missionaries  from  Europe  who  will  be  able  to  minister  to 
these  people  in  their  own  language.  This  will  involve  consider- 
able outlay  of  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  immigration,  and  the 
support  of  the  missionaries  while  they  are  in  the  employ  of  the 
Board. 

To  this  end  we  have  been  instructed  by  the  said  Board  respect- 
fully to  overture  your  Reverend  Synod  to  come  to  our  assistance  in 
this  good  work  in  your  prayers,  and  by  a  special  appropriation  \s> 
this  cause  through  the  assessments  laid  upon  your  classes.  We  name 
no  particular  amount  as  to  the  pro  rata  share  of  your  Reverend 
Body,  for  the  support  of  this  work,  but  would  leave  that  to  be  de- 
termined by  your  own  judgment  and  your  appreciation  of  the 
worthy  cause  of  Missions. 

You  will  please  direct  that  all  funds  raised  for  this  object  within 
your  territory,  shall  be  sent  through  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
your  District  Board  to  the  Treasurer  of  our  General  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  Elder  Charles  San  tee,  No.  532  North  Sixth  Street. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  shall  be  specifically  designated  for  this 
purpose.  Yours  in  the  Lord, 

J.  A.  Peters,  Pres.  B,  H.  M.  Gen,  Synod, 
E.  R.  EscHBACH,  Secretary, 

VL  Report  on  Missions, 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Missions  presented  its  report  on 
Monday  morning.  The  Report  was  taken  up,  item  by  item,  and 
finally  adopted.     The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

To  the  Reverend  the  Eastern  Synod: 

Your  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report.  The  follow- 
ing papers  have  been  referred  to  your  Committee  : 

1.  The  letter  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  transmitting  t 

a.  The  Report  of  the  Board ; 

b.  The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

2.  The  Secretary's  Report  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

3.  A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General. 
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Synod  in  relation  "  to  special  Mission  woric  among  the  Hungarian 
population  of  our  country  in  various  localities. 

The  3d  item  in  the  Report  of  Minutes  of  Synod  in  regard  to  the 
endowment  of  additional  Church  Building  Funds,  and  the  X5th  item 
in  Report  on  overtures  from  Blast  Penn'a  Classis  requesting  a  re- 
duction in  its  classical  apportionment  for  Home  Missions. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Synod  learns 
that  on  January  i,  1890,  the  seven  Missions  of  the  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burg were  transferred  to  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General 
Synod,  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  said  Synod  of  Pitts- 
burgh ;  and  that  since  that  date  our  Board  has  represented  only 
this  Synod  and  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac.  The  Board  further  ic- 
ports  that  in  November,  1889,  it  organized  for  another  term  of  four 
years ;  and  that  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Synods  the 
Executive  Council  was  enlarged  to  seven  members. 

Three  of  the  Missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board  became  self- 
supporting  within  the  year ;  one  was  transferred  by  the  Classis, 
within  whose  bounds  it  is  located,  to  the  Board  of  the  General 
Synod ;  two  were  referred  by  the  Board  to  their  respective  Classes 
for  reconstruction ,  and  one  new  mission  has  benn  enrolled  so  that 
the  whole  number  of  Missions  under  the  care  of  the  Board,  not 
including  those  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
which  were  transferred  to  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod,  is 
thirty-six. 

These  Missions  are  in  an  encouraging  condition ;  their  offerings 
have  been  very  large ;  and  the  Board  "  heartily  commends  them 
to  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  Church." 

Besides  supporting  its  own  Missions  the  Board  appropriated 
^1,000  to  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General  Synod,  and  I150 
to  the  German  Board  of  the  East,  to  aid  said  Boards  in  their  work  ; 
-and  has  renewed  the  pledges  to  these  Boards  for  the  current  year. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Board  is  "  quite  gratifying."  The 
year  was  one  of  "unusually  large  giving."  The  effort  of  the 
Board  to  secure  1,000  ten  dollar  subscriptions  was  so  far  successful 
.as  to  enable  the  Board  to  bring  its  work  up  to  a  cash  basis.  Nearly 
500  "tens"  were  secured;  and  the  Board  has  instructed  the 
Superintendent  to  continue  the  effort  to  gather  these  ten  doUar 
subscriptions. 

The  Board  will  need  and  asks  for  the  carrying  forward  of  its 
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work  ^20,000.00  for  Missions  and  $4,000.00  for  Church  Building. 
The  Board  apportions  these  amounts  as  follows : 

Far  Missions:  From  the  Eastern  S3niod 4i3,ocx> 

From  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac 7iOOo 

Far  Church  Building:  From  the  Eastern  Synod 2,500 

From  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac    1,500 

The  Board  reports  two  special  Church  Building  Funds  as  re- 
ceived within  the  year,  that  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Classis  of  Schuylkill,  and  that  from  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Harriet 
M.  Schnebly,  of  Mercersburg,  Pa.,  making  a  total  of  eleven 
special  Church  Building  Funds  now  held  in  trust  by  the  Board. 

From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board,  the  Synod 
learns  that  the  receipts  have  been  as  follows : 

From  the  Eastern  Synod, 111,748.90 

From  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac, 6,791.45 

From  the  Synod  of  Pittsburgh, 764.88- 

From  Miscellaneous  Sources, 539-32 

Balance  on  Sept.  24th,  1S89 1,809.25 

Making  the  Income  of  the  Board  for  the  year, 121,653.80- 

Within  the  same  time  the  Board  expended 16,794.80 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  22  of  Sept  1890,  of...  $4,859.00 

« 

Your  committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  facts  pre« 
sented  in  these  reports,  and  their  requests  and  the  very  encourag- 
ing condirion  of  the  work  of  the  Board,  recommend  that  the 
following  action  be  taken : 

1.  Resahed,  That  Synod  recognizes,  with  devout  thankfulness 
to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  the  encouraging  prosperity 
vouchsafed  the  Missionary  work  of  its  Board ;  and  invokes  His 
continued  blessing  upon  the  Board  in  all  its  operations,  and  upon 
the  Missionaries  and  Missions. 

2.  Resolved^  That  Synod  rejoicing  in  the  prosperous  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  Missionary  work,  cordially  commends  the 
cause  of  Missions  to  the  confidence,  to  the  increased  attention, 
and  to  the  enlarged  giving  of  the  Churches, 

3.  Resohedy  That  Synod  assume  the  amounts  asked  for  by  the 
Board,  namely,  $13,000  for  Missions  and  $2,500  for  Church  build- 
ing ;  and*  that  the  same  be  apportioned  as  follows : 
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CLASSIS.  '    Missions.       ^^jStog^*' 


East  Pennsylvania |  I1340  $250 

Philadelphia ;  500  170 

Lebanon 1  1755  330 

Lanacaster ,  835  160 

Hast  Susquehanna 825  150 

West  Susquehanna 825  150 

Goshenhoppen 1240  230 

Tohickon ,  1240  220 

Lehigh ^ '  i860  360 

Schuylkill 1755  330 

Wyoming ■  825      !        150 

Total |i3»ooo  ^2500 

4.  Resolved^  That  Synod  urges  the  several  Classes  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  will  enable  them  to  raise  and  pay  in  full  the  amounts 
apportioned  to  them  for  Missions. 

5.  Resolved^  That  Synod  has  heard  with  pleasure  of  the  success 
attending  the  effort  to  raise  1000  ten  dollar  subscriptions  which 
has  so  far  resulted  in  securing  nearly  one-half  of  the  number, 
enabling  the  Board  to  bring  the  work  up  to  a  cash  basis ;  and 
cordially  commends  this  effort  to  all  who  may  find  themselves  able 
to  give  one  or  more  of  these  subscriptions. 

Item  I  of  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Synod,  is  the  action  of  this 
Synod  taken  one  year  ago,  requesting  the  Classes  to  take  such 
action  as  will  lead  to  the  endowment  of  additional  Church.building 
funds.     On  this  subject  the  following  resollution  is  proposed  : 

6.  Resolved,  That  this  subject  is  again  earnestly  commended  to 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Classes,  and  they  are  requested  to  adopt 
such  action  as  will  bring  to  the  attention  of  Missionary  Societies 
and  individuals  the  need  and  value  of  these  $500  Special  Building 
Funds  in  carrying  forward  the  Missionary  work  of  the  Church, 

The  communication  from  the  Board  of  Mission  of  the  General 
Synod  informs  this  Synod  that  said  Board  is  about  emplo3nng  Mis- 
sionaries from  Europe  to  minister  to  the  Hungarian  population  of 
our  country,  which  will  involve  considerable  outlay  of  funds  to 
meet  .the  expense  of  immigration,  and  the  support  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries  while  they  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Board.  The  said 
Board  by  instruction  of  the  General  Synod  overtures  your  Rev- 
erend Body  to  come  to  their  assistance  by  your  prayers  and  a 
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special  appropriation  to  this  cause,  to  be  raised  by  an  apportion- 
.ment  on  the  Classis. 

Your  committee  recommend  the  following  action  : 

8.  Resolved^  That  Synod  sympathizes  with  the  purpose  of  the 

Oeneral  Synod  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  care  of  the  Hungarian 

people,  and  hereby  grants  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of 

^d  Synod,  and  votes  an  apportionment  of  ji,ooo  for  this  cause 

<on  the  several  Classes,  as  follows  : 

Classis  of  East  Pennsylvania %  loo 

••  "  Philadelphia. 68 

**  "  Lebanon 132 

**  **  Lancaster 64 

"  1'  East  Susquehanna 60 

**  **  West  Susquehanna 60 

"  *'  Goshenhoppen 92 

"  "  Tochicken 88 

"  "  Lehigh 144 

**  "  Schuylkill 132 

**  "  Wyoming 60 

Total |i,ooo 

9.  Resolved^  That  the  respective  Classes  are  hereby  directed  to 
-pay  these  apportionments  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  General  Synod  through  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  of  this  Synod,  specifically  designating  the  same  for  work 
among  the  Hungarian  people. 

Foreign  Missions, 

The  annual  Report  from  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  gives 
evidence  of  the  faithful  service  rendered  by  our  Missionaries  in 
Sendai,  Japan,  their  life  and  services  being  entirely  consecrated  to 
the  noble  cause  of  saving  the  heathen.  The  Sendai  Theological 
Seminary  is  progressing ;  {4000  are  needed  to  complete  the  new 
building.  A  sum  of  money  is  at  hand  for  a  Seminary  Library, 
and  Reformed  and  other  books  are  earnestly  solicited  for  its  use. 

Additional  teachers  are  needed  to  aid  our  Missionaries,  who  are 
now  laboring  hard.  The  report  calls  attention  to  the  sad  fact  of 
an  empty  treasury^  there  being  an  indebtedness  of  $5000,  which 
should  be  speedily  cancelled,  that  the  good  work  may  not  be 
retarded.  We  therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions  expressing 
•the  sense  of  Synod : 
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1.  Resolved^  That  we  gratefully  acknowlege  the  guidance  and 
great  blessings  of  God  in  advancing,  amid  manifold  difficulties  our 
work  in  Japan,  bringing  encouragement  to  the  hearts  of  our  brethren 
in  the  Foreign  field,  and  at  their  hands  sanctifying  the  gifts  be- 
stowed by  the  church  to  this  branch  of  Christian  endeavor. 

2.  Resolved^  That  we  express  our  pleasure  and  satisfaction  in  the 
near  completion  of  the  Theological  Seminary  building,  which  is 
to  be  provided  with  a  good  library  and  other  necessities,  hopefully 
looking  forward  to  the  good  which  Providence  thereby  has  in  store 
for  our  brethren  across  the  seas. 

3.  Resolved^  That  we  unite  our  prayers  and  purses  for  greater 
blessings  for  the  cause  we  love,  and  roost  earnestly  request  all  con- 
gregations to  do  all  in  their  power  for  the  encouragement  of  our 
Foreign  Missions,  so  that  the  work  may  go  on  unimpeded,  and  be 
made  to  grow  more  speedily,  that  the  Seminary  building  may  be 
finished  and  additional  helpers  be  sent  into  the  field. 

4.  Resolved^  That  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  or  next  succeeding 
Sunday  be  devoted  by  the  churches  of  the  Eastern  Synod  to  special 
prayer  for  Foreign  Missions,  and  on  that  day  every  possible  effort 
be  put  forth  to  relieve  the  Board  from  their  heavy  indebtedness ; 
that  our  pastors  and  people  be  most  urgently  requested  to  send  their 
increased  contribution,  to  vigorously  advance  the  cause  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  our  brethren,  who  are  devoting 
their  life  to  evangelization  of  the  heathen. 

An  overture  from  East  Pennsylvania  Classis  requesting  that  Synod 
reduce  the  Classical  Apportionment  on  Home  Missions  I300,  in 
consideration  of  the  support  said  Classis  gives  to  Stroudsburg  Mis- 
sion field,  your  Committee  would  suggest  the  following  :  Resoived^ 
That  this  Synod  does  not  see  its  way  clear  to  accede  to  the  wishes 
of  said  Classis,  but  requests  the  Classis  to  again  bring  the  matter 
of  the  Stroudsburg  Mission  to  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, and  the  Synod  hereby  requests  the  Board  of  Missions  to  give 
this  overture  of  the  Classis  earnest  consideration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  J.  MoHR,  Chairman. 
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VII.  Report  on  Plan  of  General  Synod*  s  Board  of  Missions 

on  Unification 

The  ninth  item  in  the  Report  on  Overtures,  having  reference  to 
the  Work  of  Unification  of  Missions,  was  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  Jno.  S.  Stahr,  Geo.  B.  Resser,  C. 
W.  Levan,  and  Elders  Jno.  W.  Bickel  and  J.  J.  Hoffman,  who 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  considered,  item  by 
item,  and  adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  plan  for  the  more 
practical  unification  of  the  Home  Mission  work  of  the  Church, 
submitted  by  the  General  Board  of  Home  Missions  to  all  the 
District  Synods,  respectfully  offer  the  following  report : 

The  desirability  of  unifying  the  work  of  Home  Missions  in  the 
Reformed  Church  so  that  there  may  be  cordial  co-operation  and  a 
proper  organization  of  our  missionary  operations  throughout  our 
whole  territory,  is  generally  acknowledged,  and  it  is  scarcely  neces- 
sary that  this  point  should  be  discussed  in  our  report.  The  consti- 
tution of  the  Church  places  the  management  of  both  Home  and 
Foreign  Missions  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Synod.  Success  in 
the  prosecution  of  missionary  work  requires  that  there  should  be 
oneness  of  purpose  and  method — ^a  mode  of  operation  into  which 
all  can  enter  with  hearty  zeal.  Besides  the  prospect  of  federal 
union  with  the  Reformed  Church  of  America  makes  it  desirable 
that  our  work  should  speedily  be  so  arranged  that  co-operation 
between  the  two  churches  may  be  secured  in  certain  branches  of 
missionary  operation. 

It  is  true,  the  constitution  does  not  prescribe  the  manner  in 
which  the  General  Synod  shall  manage  either  Home  or  Foreign 
Missions,  whether  through  its  own  board  absolutely,  or  through 
subordinate  boards  or  bodies  to  which  a  large  measure  of  freedom 
might  be  ^[ranted.  In  the  paper  referred  to  your  committee,  we 
have  a  definite  plan  proposed,  and  this  certainly  deserves  respectful 
consideration,  and,  if  it  meets  the  requirements  of  the  case,  adoption 
on  the  part  of  the  District  Synods,  as  speedy  as  is  consistent  with 
the  conversation  of  the  precious  interests  involved. 

By  the  precious  interests  involved  in  the  process  of  reorganiza- 
tion, we  mean  both  our  missions  and  the  missionary  zeal  of  our 
people.     These  are  matters  of  historical  growth,  so  are  our  mis- 
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sionary  operations ;  so  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  as  well 
as  the  General  Synod  itself.  For  this  reason  it  is  not  possible  to 
legislate  things  into  shape,  or  adjust  vital  interests  in  new  relations, 
more  rapidly  than  historical  conditions  and  progress  will  allow. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  present  condition  so  far  as  the 
prosecution  of  Home  Missions  is  concerned,  although  abnormal,  is 
the  outgrowth  of  a  state  of  things  that,  in  the  progress  of  our 
denominational  development,  could  not  be  avoided ;  and  there  is 
certainly  room  for  gratitude  and  rejoicing  because  of  the  prosperity 
and  success  of  our  Missionary  operations  under  the  Tri-Synodic 
Board.  All  that  has  been  gained  in  this  way  ought  to  be  carefully 
conserved,  and  any  change  that  is  made  in  our  mode  of  operation 
ought  to  be  made  without  a  jar  or  a  dampening  of  zeal  in  any 
quarter. 

It  was,  perhaps,  unfortunate  that  the  proposition  to  unify  our 
Missions  under  the  General  Board  was  made  as  early  as  it  was,  at 
a  time  when  the  movement  was  regarded  by  many  as  premature. 
It  was  again  unfortunate  that  when  the  question  came  up  before 
this  Synod  at  Norristown,  it  was  at  so  late  a'  day  in  the  Session, 
when  a  large  number  of  delegates  liad  already  left  the  Synod.  In 
this  way  it  happened  that  the  movement  towards  unification  has 
always  been  a  little  in  advance  of  the  general  sentiment  of  those, 
particularly,  who  have  been  most  earnest  in  the  prosecution  of 
Missions  under  the  Tri-Synodic  Board.  These  facts,  we  think, 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  consideration  of  the  general 
question. 

When  we  come,  now,  to  consider  in  detail  the  plan  submitted 
by  the  General  Board,  there  are  certain  features  which  need  to  be 
examined. 

First.  The  constitution  of  the  Board  itself.  This,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Synod.  Under  the  charter 
there  are  to  be  twelve  members,  and  these  are  selected  regardless 
of  any  ratio  from  the  District  Synods.  Accordingly  it  is  proposed 
that  each  District  Synod  shall  have  a  Board  of  its  own  as  advisary 
to  the  General  Board.  While  it  is  not  clear  that  this  is  the  onlf 
way  in  which  our  Missionary  operations  can  be  successfully  prose« 
cuted,  the  plan  is  in  harmony  with  our  general  method  of  work, 
and  if  the  General  Board  is  to  have  supreme  control,  it  is  certainly 
necessary  to  have  the  advisory  Boards  of  the  District  S3mods.    But, 
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besides,  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  there  is  a  wide- 
spread feeling  in  this  Synod  and  the  Potomac  Synod  that  the  con- 
stitution of  the  General  Board  is  faulty  inasmuch  ascertain  portions 
of  the  Church  which  have  contributed  very  liberally  if  not  most 
liberally  to  the  cause  of  Missions,  are  not  proportionately  repre- 
sented on  the  Board,  and  that  the  members  both  of  the  Board  and 
of  its  Executive  Committee  are  geographically  too  far  apart  to 
insure  full  meetings  and  ready  conference. 

Secondly.  The  distinction  made  in  the  plan  between  "Missions'* 
properly  so-called,  and  weak  Churches  which  receive  "  sustentation  '* 
under  the  management  of  District  Synods  (or  perhaps  classes)  in 
the  judgment  of  your  Committee  is  valid,  and  seVves  to  remove 
misunderstanding  and  to  simplify  the  work. 

Thirdly.  The  provision  according  to  which  the  District  S)mods' 
Boards  shall  retain  and  manage  "Church  Building  Funds,"  and 
the  means  suggested  for  the  administration  of  trusts,  we  think,  are 
sufficient  to  secure  the  church  against  loss,  and  to  guard  the  rights 
and  interests  of  different  sections  of  the  Church. 

Fourthly.  One  of  the  most  serious  difficulties  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  plan  is  the  provision  made,  or  want  of  provision  for  the 
prosecution  of  local  Missionary  work.  The  language  used  is  as 
follows :  "  Resolved,  That  Boards  of  District  Synods  and  Classes 
are  requested  to  refer  all  matters  in  regard  to  starting  new  Missions 
within  their  bounds  to  this  Board,  and  further^  openings  that  may 
come  under  their  observation  as  proper  fields  for  Missionary  opera- 
tions for  our  Church  should  be  reported  to  the  General  Board, 
which  shall  have  final  authority  in  the  matter."  This,  in  our 
opinion,  leaves  the  way  open  for  a  clashing  of  opinion,  or  a  difference 
of  judgment  between  Classes,  for  instance,  whose  territory  offers 
special  opportunities  for  the  founding  of  new  churches,  and  the 
General  Board,  which  may  lead  to  diminished  zeal,  smaller  con- 
tributions, and  a  general  decline  of  Missionary  activity. 

Your  committee  would  therefore  offer  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved^  i.  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  effort  to  unify  our 
Home  Mission  work  under  the  Board  of  the  General  Synod,  and 
that,  in  its  main  feature  the  plan  submitted  by  the  General  Board 
to  the  District  Synods  commends  itself  as  a  fair  adjustment  of  most 
of  the  difficulties  involved  in  such  unification. 

Resolved^  2.  That  certain  features  of  the  plan,  viz.  the  constitu- 
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tion  of  the  Board  and  the  provisions  concerning  the  founding  of 
new  Missions  in  places  where  our  Church  is  already  established, 
ought  to  be  changed  or  more  clearly  defined. 

Resolved^  3.  That  until  such  modifications  are  made,  so  as  to 
insure  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  Missions  throughout 
our  territory,  we  continue  to  operate  under  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  the  so-called  Tri- 
S3modic  Board,  which  organization  shall  be  continued  with  a  view 
to  bring  about  a  complete  adjustment  of  the  whole  question  by 
unification  under  the  General  Board  as  speedily  as  possible. 

John  S.  Stahr, 
Geo.  B.  Resser, 
Chas.  W.  Levan, 
J.  J.  Hoffman, 
John  W.  Bickel. 

The  following  additional  resolutions  were  received  and  adopted : 

Whereas,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Unification  of  Home 
Missions,  was  so  cordially  approved  by  Synod,  witnessing  our  ap- 
preciation of  the  wisdom  and  prompt  work  of^eaid  committee. 

Rtsolvedy  I.  That  the  members  of  the  same  committee  be  re- 
appointed with  the  addition  of  two  members  from  the  so-called 
"Tri-Synodic  Board  "  constituting  a  committee  to  aid  in  hasten- 
ing the  unification  Qf  our  Home  Missions. 

Resolved^  2.  That  we  suggest  to  General  Synod's  Board,  and  to 
our  Board  of  Home  Missions,  the  propriety^pf  a  Conference  between 
these  two  Boards,  with  the  view  of  adjusting,  such  difficulties  as 
may  stand  in  the  way  of  unification. 

The  President  appointed  Revs.  E.  N.  Kreftierand  C,  S.  Gerhard 
as  the  additional  members  on  the  committee  referred  to  in  the  ist 
resolution,  

ARTICLE  XV. 

FINANCE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod,  and  also 
the  annual  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod,  were  received.  Both 
reports,  with  the  exception  of  an  item  having  reference  to  filling  the 
vacancy  in  the  Board,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  item  in  reference  to  an  election  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nominations.     The  following  are  the  reports : 
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Fathers  and  Brethren — Your  Board  of  Trustees  would  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  report : 

1.  The  instructions  given  the  Board  at  your  last  annual  meeting 
''  to  take  necessary  steps  to  amend  the  act  of  incorporation  so  that 
the  name  of  the  corporation  may  conform  to  that  of  Synod" 
have  been  carefully  observed. 

The  Board,  in  special  sessions  held  at  Reading,  formally  received 
such  instructions,  wrote,  signed  and  attached  the  seal  to  a  petition  ; 
later  asked  the  court  to  make  the  change.  The  application  for 
change  of  title  was  duly  advertised.  The  court  granted  the  re- 
quest, and  the  title  of  the  corporation  is  accordingly  changed, 
and  is  as  follows:  ^^  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Re- 
formed  Church  in  the  United  States, 

The  information  of  such  change  was  given  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment, at  Harrisburg,  where  by  law  a  record  of  charters  and  changes 
of  charters  is  kept. 

2.  After  the  change  of  title  had  been  legally  made  the  Board  de- 
stroyed the  old  seal  and  procured  a  new  one.  We  adopted  the 
following  inscription;  Incorporated  March  jo,  i8^g:  Amended 
February  lo^  iSgo.  These  phrases  are  surrounded  by  the  title : 
Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
United  States  r 

3.  Your  Board  hereby  acknowledges  special  indebtedness  for 
much  gratuitous  service  given  the  Synod  by  Elder  J.  W.  Bickel, 
Esq.,  Norristown,  Pa.  As  our  attorney  he  examined  the  law  bear- 
ing on  the  change  of  title,  drew  petition  and  other  papers,  repre- 
sented us  on  several  occasions  in  the  courts  and  had  the  proper 
records  made  in  the  State  Department  at  Harrisburg. 

We  respectfully  suggest  that  Synod  record  a  suitable  minute  ex- 
pressing appreciation  of  his  valuable  services. 

4.  The  term  of  office  of  Elder  J.  J.  Nissley  expires  on  January 
X,  1891. 

According  to  the  provision  of  the  charter  we  nominate  Rev.  J. 
F.  Moyer,  Hummelstown,  and  Elder  A.  H.  Miller,  Lebanon,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  elected  his  successor. 

5.  The  Board,  as  now  constituted,  consists  of  the  following  per- 
sons :  Elder  J.  J.  Nissley,  whose  term  expires  Jan.  x,  X891 ;  Elder 
D.  B.  Mauger,  whose  term  expires  Jan.  i,  1892 ;  Rev.  G.  B.  Resser, 
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whose  term  expires  Jan.  i,  1893;  Hon.  G.  D.  Stetzel,  whose  term 
expires  Jan.  i,  1894;  H.  Mosser,  whose  term  expires  Jan.  i,  1895. 

6.  The  Board  would  call  the  special  attention  of  Synod  to  the 
unpaid  pledges  and  apportionments  of  Synod  for  Wichita  Univer- 
versity.  These  delinquencies  compel  us  to  pay  interest  annu- 
ally, when  we  need  funds  for  other  purposes.  If  these  several 
sums  are  not  paid,  such  additional  provision  should  be  now  made 
as  would  at  the  earliest  date  complete  the  work. 

We  would  also  call  attention  to  arrearages  on  Classical  appor- 
tionments. These  deficiencies  occasion  the  Treasurer  unnecessary 
discomfort. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  MossER,  President, 

John  J,  Nissley  Treasurer  in  Account  with  Eastern  Synod  of  the 

Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States. 

CONTINGBNT  FUND  GSNBRAI,  SYNOD. 
1S89.  DR. 

Oct.    2.  Cash  from  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis.  ^28  50 

1890. 

Apr.  12.     **       *'    H.  C.  Hoover,  Tr.  Phila.  Classis 59  00 

May  19.     •*        **    Rev.  W.   A.   Haas»  Tr.  West  Susq. 

Classis 18  90 

Oct.  13.  Balance  due  the  Treasurer 63  92 —  170  32 

1890.  CR. 

May    7.  Paid  C.  G.  Gross,  Treasurer  balance  due  on 

apportionment $170  32 

CONTINGENT  FUND  ACCOUNT. 
1869.  DR. 

Oct.  14.  Balance  in  Treasury -1249  42 

Oct.  15.  Cash  from  Rev.  M.  H.  Difienderfer,  Tr.  I^ehigh 

Classis 45  00 

Dec.    7.      **     **    Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis...     1297 

1890. 

Jan.  13.       "     "    Rev.  M.  H.  Diffendcrfer,  Tr.  l>high 

Classis 25  00 

March  I.  ''  "  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis...  2819 
Apr.  26.  "  '*  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis...  700 
May  7.  **  **  Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis...  21  00 
May  24.       "    **    Rev.  M.  H.  Diffcnderfcr,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis 10  00 

Aug.  15.       "    '*    Rev.   T.   O.  Stem,  Tr.  East  Penna. 

Classis 72  00 

Sept.  II.      "    "    J.  H.   Pannebecker,  Tr.   Lancaster 

Classis 38  00 
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Sept  15. Cash  paid  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.   West  Susq. 

Sept  15.      "     "    H.  C.  Hc^vcrVTr  PhiiaVaassi^^^  38  00 

Sept  15.      "    "    J.  K.  Punck,  Tr.  Lebanon  Classis 79  00 

Oct      I.      "     "    D.   B.    Mauger,   Tr.   Goshenboppen 

Classis 54  00 

Oct     2.      •'    ••     Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmetz,  Tr.  Schuylkill 

Classis 76  00 

Oct  3.  "  "  I.  G.  Gerhart,  Tr.  Tobickon  Classis..  59  00 
Oct      7.       "     *'    Rev.  M.  H.  Deiffenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis 80  00— I928  58 

1S89.  CR. 

Oct.  14.  Paid  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Resser,  traveling  expenses..      i  11 
Oct.  29.     "    Rev.  E.  A.  Gemant,  use  of   Church  and 
Services,  Sexton,  Meeting  of  Synod  Allen- 
town 20  00 

Oct  29.     '*    Rev.  T.  O.  Stem,  Expenses  Chairman  Com. 

Conference 7  45 

Nov.  5.     "    Rev.  J.  P.  Stein  Stated  Clerk  Salary 150  oo 

Dec.  16.  "    Rev.   J.    P.    Stein    Stated  Clerk  Postage 

Expenses • 44  06 

1890. 

Jan.    7.    "     Expressage  on  Seal 30 

Jan.  22.    "     Rev.  Geo.  B.  Kesser,  Traveling  expenses...      222' 

Jan.  22.    "    D.  B.  Mauger,  Traveling  expenses 228 

Jan.  22.  **  Jno.  W.  Bickel,  Expenses  paid  by  him  for 
Prothonotary's  fees  and  advertisement  in 
procuring  Amendment  to  Act  of  Incorpora- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synoa. 29  38 

May  29.  **  Reformed  Publication  House  account  print- 
ing Minutes  of  Synod 200  00 

July  23.    **    D.  B.  Mauger,  Traveling  expenses 56 

July  23.  **  Rev.  Geo.  B.  Resser,  Travelmg  expenses...  i  11 
Sept  II  "    Reformed    Publication     House,    printing 

Minutes  of  Synod 120  95 

Sept  25  **    Harrisbnrg  Stencil  Works,  New  Press  and  • 

Seal 5  00 

Oct.  14.  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer 344  16 — ^28  58 

SEMINARY  AND  GBRHART  FUND.  ' 

1890.  DR« 

March  4.  Cash  from  John  W.  Mish,  Tr.  6  mos.  interest 

on  Cook  legacy 30  00 

March  27.     ''      "    Harrisburg  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  int., 

Gerhart  legacy 9  00 

March  38.     "      "    A.  and  L.  Mounts,  6  mos.  interest 

part  Kieflfer  legacy 112  50 

March  31.     **      **    J.  J.  Bishop,  6  mos.  interest  balance 

KiefTer  legacy 125  00 

Sept    24.     "      "    John  W.  Mish,  Treas.  6  mos.  int. 

Cook  legacy 30  00 

Sept     II.     "      "    Harrisburg  City  Bonds,  6  mos.  int, 

Gerhart  legacy 9  00 

Sept    30.     '*      *'    A.  and  L.  Mountz,  6  mos.  interest 

part  Kieffer  legacy 112  50 

Oct        3.     •'      **    J-  J-  Bishop,  6  mos.  int.,  balance 

Kieffer  legacy * 125  00— 1553  00 


72 

1L890.  CR. 

Apr.  26.  Cash  paid  Jno.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  Theological 

Seminary,  6  mos.  int.,  Cook  legacy ^  30  00 

Apr.  36.  6  mos.  interest  Keiffer  legacy 237  50 

Sept  15.  Cash  paid  R.  F.  Kelker,  Treas.  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, I  a  mos.  int ,  on  |ioo,  Gerhart  le^cy      6  00 

Sept.  15.  Cash  W.  H.  Seibert,  Treas.  Home  Missions, 

12  mos.  int  on  $100,  Gerhart  legacy 6  00 

Sept.  15.  Cash  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  Treas.  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, 12  mos.  int,  Gerhart  legacy  on  ^100..      6  00 

Oct.    2.  Cash  paid  Jno.  B.  Roth,  Treas.  b  mos.  int,  on 

Keiffer  legacy 237  50 

Oct    2.  6  mos.  int.  on  Cook  legacy 30  00 — $$$^  00 

WICHITA  UNIVERSITY  FUND. 

1889.  DR. 

Oct  15.  Cash  from  Rev.  M.  H.  Biffenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis... 5  00 

1890. 

Jan.  23.  Cash  from  Rev.  M.  H.  Biffenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis.. 34  00 

Apr.  12.     *'      "     Rev.  A.  Houtz,  Tr.  Wyoming  Classis...     11  00 

May    7.     "      "      "    T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.  East  Penna. 

Classis 25  00 

May    7.     "       "      "    T.  O.  Stem,  Tr.  for  pledge  made 

by    Christ's    Church,    Bethle- 
hem, Pa. « 20   00 

And  for  pledge  also  by  Far- 
mersville  charge 20  00 

May  24.     "      "      "    M.  H.  Diffenderfcr,  Tr.   Lehigh 

Classis 41  00 

June  12.     **      '*      "    T.  O.   Stem,  Treas.  contributed 

by  Moore  Township  charge 7  00 

Tnnei^    **      **      •*    T.  O.  Stem,  Treas.   contributed 

bj  Bushkill  Centre  Congrega- 
tion       2  00 

July  10.     "      *'      "    J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Tr.  Lancaster 

Classis 5  20 

Sept  15.     "      "      "    W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq. 

Classis 24  00 

Sept  29.    "      *'      "    Jacob   Funck,  Treas.    Lebanon 

Classis 56  00 

Oct     I.    "      "      D.  B.   Mauger,  Treas.  Goshenhop- 

pen  Classis 36  00 

Oct.     2.     "      "      Rev.  J.  W.  Steinmeti,  Tr.  Schuylkill 

Classis 52  00 

Oct.     3.     **      •*      I.G.  Gerhart,  Tr.Tohickon  Classis..    40   00 

Oct     9.     "      "      Rev.  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Tr.  Lan- 
caster Classis 28  00— 1406  20 

1890.  CWU 

May   7.  Paid  John  J.  Nissley,  on  account  loan 115  00 

Oct    7.     "     John  J.  Nissley,  on  account  loan 263  20 

Oct  13.     **     John  J.  Nissley,  on  account  loan 28  00 — $406  20 
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BOHEMIAN  CHURCH  AID. 
1889.  DR. 

Oct  29.  Cash  from  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  Tr.  Schuylkill 

CHnis I  9  00 

Nov.   5.    "       '*     D.  B.  Manger,  Treas.  Goahenhoppen 

Clasais 30  00 

1890. 

Jan.  23.    "      "      Rev.  M.  H.  Diffenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis...... 20  00 

July  10.  •*  *•  •*  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  Lan- 
caster Classis 5  49 

July  23.     *'      "        "      G.   Graedel,  Pastor    Reformed 

Church  Seattle,  Washtn^on, 

?er   hands  W.    H.    Seibert, 
reas.  Home  IMissions 4  66 

Sept.  15.   Cash  from;  Rev.  W.  A.  Haas,  Tr.  West  Susq. 

Classis I  55 

Oct    6.     "      "      J.  K.  Funck,  Tr.  Lebanon  Classis...    13  00--$  83  70 

1889.  CR. 

Nov.    5.  PaidC.  G.  Gross,  Treasurer 30  00 

1890. 

Jan.   23.  PaidC.  G.  Gross,  Treasurer 29  00 

Sept  15.    •*      "  "      ••  "       II  70 

Oct.  13.    "      "  "      "  ««        13  00—1  83  70 

HARBOR  MISSION. 
1889.  DR. 

Oct  29.  Cash  from  Rev.  J.  W.Steinmetz,Tr.  Schuylkill 

Clasais - 18  00 

Oct  30.    "      "      I.  G.G«rhart,Tr.Tohickon  Classis..      700 

1890. 

Jan.   23.  Cash  paid  Rev.  M.  H.  Diflfenderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis... 45  «> 

May  19.       "      "      *'     W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq. 

Classis 5  00 

July  10.  "  •*  **  J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Treas.  Lan- 
caster Classis...... 9  4S 

Sept.  15.    "      "      '*      W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Susq. 

Classis. 17  50— I  91  98 

1899.  CR* 

Jan.   23.  Paid  Charles  Santee,  Treasurer 70  00 

Sept  15.     "  "  "  -        21  98-1  91  98 

BOND  DUB  BOARD  HOME  MISSIONS. 
1899.  DR. 

Oct  29.  Cash  from  Jno.  W.  Steinmetz,  Tr.  Schuylkill 

Classis 5  00 

Nov.    8.     "      "      Rev.   A.   Houtx,  Treas.    Wyoming 

Classis 2 
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1890. 

Jan.   23.  Cash  from  Rev.  M.  H.  Di0enderfer,  Tr.  Lehigh 

Classis , 36  00 

July  10.     "      "      "      J.  H.  Panncbecker,  Treas.  I^an-     • 

caster  Classis 265 

Sept  15.     "      "      "      W.  A.  Haas,  Treas.  West  Sasq. 

Classis 3  09 

Oct     6.     "     **      J.  K.  Funck,  Treas.  Lebanon  Classis      9  oo— ^  57  74 

1890.  CR« 

Jan.   23.  Paid  Wm.  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer., 4300 

Sept  15.     "        '•        "        "  "       5  74 

Oct   13.     "        "        '*        "  "      9  00— >  57  74 


ARRBARAGBS. 


CLASSES. 


§?   '    §0 


Bast  Pennsylvania 

Lebanon  

Philadelphia 

Lancaster 

East  Susquehanna 64  50' 

West  Susquehanna 

Goshenhoppen , 

Tohickon 

Lehigh ; 

Schuylkill 

Wyoming ' 


3* 

§8. 


S4   00 


Cd 


52  00   18  00 


79  00    74  00     9  50 


80  00, 
loi  00   30  00 


90  84 


X 


s 


?l 


E  •■  O 

O 


•    w 

m 

i' 


81  00 
108  00 
35  00 

13  a> 


14  oo- 

15  oo- 


13  00 


64  50  169  84404  00   57  50 


77  00 


314  00 


29  oo- 


We  the  undersigned  examined  the  Treasurer's  Report,  compared 
vouchers  and  found  it  correct  as  stated. 

H.  MOSSER, 

Reading,  Pa.,  Oct.  15,  1890.  Geo.  B.  Rksser. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  In  presenting  this  my  second 
annual  report,  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  one  of  the 
Classes  failed  to  pay  its  apportionment  for  Contingent  Expenses  of 
General  Synod,  hence  there  is  a  deficiency  of  163.92  which  should 
be  included  in  the  next  apportionment,  in  case  the  arrearage  re- 
ferred to,  will  not  be  paid.  The  Treasurer  would  also  inform  Synod 
that  at  its  last  annual  meeting  there  was  outstanding  for  Wichita 
University  fund,  on  apportionments  f  370. 20,  on  pledges  I403.70, 
and  Synod  made  an  apportionment  of  I400,  making  a  total  of 
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fi,i73-9o>  on  apportionments  I366.20  was  paid,  on  pledges*  140^ 
leaving  outstanding  on  apportionments  ^404,  on  pledges  ^363.70, 
total  ^767.70.  There  is  unpaid  on  the  loan  made  by  Synod  for 
this  object  ^566.00,  another  years  interest  will  make  the  amount 
needed  to  repay  the  loan  about  ^600.  Synod  may  be  able  to 
determine  what  amount  of  the  sums  outstanding  will  be  paid, 
should  it  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  loan,  some  other  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  deficiency. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  J.  Nisslev,  Treasurer, 

HUMMELSTOWN,  Pa.,  Oct.  1 4,  1890. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  Submitted  its  Report.  It  was  con- 
sidered item  by  item  and  adopted.     It  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Fathers  and  Brethren:  Your  Committee  on  Finance  re- 
spectfully report  as  follows : 

The  items  referred  to  us  are  : 

1.  The  Rfeport  of  the  Treasurer  of  Synod. 

2.  The  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  Synod. 

3.  A  request  from  the  Theological  Seminary  for  the  apportion- 
ment of  ^100  upon  the  Classes  as  Synod's  portion  of  salary  for 
Professor  of  Flocution. 

4.  General  Synod  directs  this  Synod  to  request  its  Classes  to 
pay  delinquencies  on  apportionment  for  Bohemian  Church  Aid. 

Item  I.  The  Treasurer  reports  delinquencies  on  loan  for  Wichita 
University  in  the  amount  of  $600.  Your  Committee  recommends 
that  Synod  hereby  calls  the  attention  of  Classes,  charges  and  indi- 
viduals to  the  fact,  that  the  amounts  apportioned  to  them,  and 
pledged  by  them,  are  legal  debts,  and  requests  them  to  make 
immediate  payment  of  the  same. 

Item  2.  The  following  Classes  are  in  arrears  in  amounts  and 
for  purposes  as  follows  : 
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CX«ASSBS. 


East  Pennsylvania.. 

X^banon 

Philadelphia 

Bast  Susquehanna.. 

Tohickon 

Lehigh 

Wyoming 

Total 


I64  50 


n 
§ 


64  SO 


I79  00 


9084 


G 

a 

f 


$84  00 

52  00 

74  00 

80  00 

ici  00 

13  00 


169  84404  00 


I 

3 

•  n 

B 


|i8  00 
9  50 

30  00 


a 

I 

z 

f 

o" 

3 


$&l    00 
108  00 

35  «> 
13  00 

77  00 


f 


? 

B 
(t 

X 

o 

3 

A 

sr 


57  SO'314  00 


$14  00 
15  00 


29  00 


Item  3,  Your  Committee  recommends  the  following  apportion- 
ment for  the  coming  year : 


CI^SSBS. 


Bast  Pennsylvania. 

Lebanon 

Philadelphia 

Lancaster 

Bast  Susquehanna. 
West  Susquehanna 

Goshenhoppen 

Tohickon 

Lehigh... 

Schuylkill 

Wyoming. 


0  ! 

eneral 
Contin 

^1 

■  8.  , 

$7S  00 

8600 

40  00 

40  00 

3700 

35  00 

57  00 

63  00 
8]   00 

82  00 

3700 

Item  4.  General  Synod  directs  that  the  apportionment  for  its 
contingent  expenses  be  paid  within  one  year  after  the  adjournment 
of  General  Synod. 

Item  5.  The  thanks  of  this  Synod  are  due  and  are  hereby  extended 
to  Elder  John  W.  Bickel,  Esq. ,  for  his  valuable  legal  services  rendered 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod  in  the  change  of  the  corporate  title 
of  the  Synod  and  its  Board  of  Trustees. 

Item  6.  Synod  asks  all  Classes  in  arrears  on  assessments,  and  all 
unpaid  apportionments,  to  pay  their  arrearages,  and,  if  they  do  not 
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pay  them,  state  their  reasons  for  not  complying  with  the  order  of 
Synod. 

Item  7.  The  General  S3mod  directs  the  Classes  to  pay  the  ar- 
rearages on  the  apportionment  for  Bohemian  Church  Aid. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  H.  Pannebecker,  Chairman, 

An  election  was  held  to  fill  the  vacancy  occurring  in  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Synod.  Revs.  Wm.  M.  Landis,  Wm.  F.  Lichliter  and 
S.  A.  Leinbach  were  appointed  tellers,  who  received  the  ballot, 
counted  the  votes  and  reported  the  results  to  the  President ;  who 
announced  to  Synod  the  election  of  Rev.  Jno.  F.  Moyer,  of  Hum- 
melstown,  as  a  Trustee  of  Synod,  his  term  beginning  January  i, 
1 89 1,  and  lasting  five  years. 

An  order  for  ^20.00  on  the  Treasurer  was  granted  in  favor  of 
Rev.  H.  Mosser,  Pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church  Reading,  Pa.,  for 
expenses  incurred  during  the  Sessions  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

APPEALS  AND  REFERENCES. 

The  judgment  of  the  Committee,  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  in  regard 
to  the  several  items,  contained  in  its  report,  under  the  head  of 
Irregularities  was  affirmed. 


The  requests  coming  from  the  General  Synod,  in  regard  to  the 
necessity  of  bringing  the  cause  of  Missions  to  the  individual  mem- 
ber :  to  apportion  such  an  amount  upon  the  charges,  as  shall  average 
five  cents  per  member,  per  year,  for  three  years,  as  a  Church  Build- 
ing Fund ;  to  take  definite  action  to  increase  the  funds  for  the  cause 
of  Foreign  Missions ;  to  increase  the  contributions  to  the  Orphans 
Homes ;  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  people,  the  importance  of 
aiding  the  Society,  tor  the  Relief  of  Aged  Ministers ;  and  to  urge 
that  special  account  be  made  of  the  fact,  that  the  coming  year  will 
be  the  Centennial  year  of  the  founding  of  the  Society ;  and  that 
the  number  of  life  members  of  the  society  should  be  increased, 
were  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  classes  for  further  action. 


Philadelphia  Classis  requests  Synod  to  excuse  it  from  taking  action 
to  increase  the  circulation  of  the  Missionary  Herald,  Whereupon 
the  following  action  was  taken.     Whereas,  Negotiations  are  now 
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pending,  looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  monthly,  Missionary 
Periodical.  Resolved^  That  the  request  of  Philadelphia  Classis  be 
held  in  abeyance. 

At  the  request  of  West  Susquehanna  Classis,  Synod  changes  its 
record  by  inserting  this  fact,  that  at  the  urgent  request  of  Prof.  D. 
M.  Wolf,  on  account  of  his  ill  health  and  inability  to  attend  to  the 
duties,  his  name  was  withdrawn  from  the  ticket  at  the  Synod  of 
Allentown,  in  1889,  ^  ^  nominee  for  the  Board  of  Visitors  of  the 
Theological  Seminary. 

At  the  request  of  Wyoming  Classis  Synod  changes  its  record  on 
page  eighteen,  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Allentown,  1889,  ^7 
rescinding  the  statement  that  Rev.  L.  C.  Edmonds  was  dismissed  to 
the  Congregational  Association,  of  New  Jersey,  and  inserting  the 
fact,  that  he  was  dismissed  to  Zion*s  Classis,  Synod  of  the  North 
West. 


In  response  to  the  overture  from  Wyoming  Classis,  to  discontinue 
the  Annual  Appropriation  for  a  Teacher  of  Elocution,  in  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Synod  adopted  the  action  that 
it  does  not  deem  it  wise  to  grant  the  request. 


Synod  reiterates  its  action  of  the  Synod  of  1889,  in  reply  to  the 
request  of  Lehigh  Classis  for  German  Minutes,  that  it  does  not 
deem  it  expedient  to  return  to  the  publication  of  the  Minutes  of 
Synod,  in  the  German  Language. 


The  action  adopted  by  Synod,  on  the  4th,  5th,  9th  and  loth 
items  in  the  Report  on  Minutes  of  Classes,  under  the  head  of  Sub. 
jects  Referred,  namely,  that  of  Lebanon  Classis  in  declining  to 
make  apportionments  for  Harbor  Missions,  and  its  refusal  to  accept 
certain  apportionments  of  Synod;  that  of  Wyoming  Classis  in 
declining  to  accept  ^24.00  of  Synod's  pledge  to  Wichita  Univer- 
sity; and  that  of  Philadelphia  Classis  in  failing  to  assume  the 
apportionments  of  Synod,  is,  that  these  respective  Classes  be  kindly 
urged  to  make  payment  of  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  connection  with  the  above  action,  Synod  reiterates  its  action 
adopted  at  the  Synod  of  Allentown,  1889,  recorded  on  page  73, 
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of  its  Minutes,  namely,  that  those  Classes,  which  decline  to  comply 
with  the  requests  of  Synod,  touching  apportionments  for  benevo* 
lent  and  educational  purposes,  be  kindly  and  earnestly  requested, 
for  the  Glory  of  God,  and  the  honor  of  Synod,  to  reconsider  their 
action. 


The  Philadelphia  Classis  was  excused  from  raising  building  funds, 
for  the  use  of  the  Tri  Synodic  Board  of  Missions. 


The  Stated  Clerk  reported  that  the  Memorial  from  St.  PauFs 
Church,  Bethlehem,  with  the  action  of  the  Synod  of  Allentown, 
was  returned  to  the  offices  of  that  Congregation :  also  that  he  noti* 
fied  in  accordance  with  instructions,  the  Synods  of  Pittsburg  and 
the  Potomac  to  discontinue  the  Editorial  Commission. 


A  copy  of  the  Weekly  Messenger,  containing  a  sermon  delivered 
by  Rev.  B.  C.  Wolff,  D.  D.,  at  the  opening  of  Synod  at  Reading, 
Pa.,  in  1 841,  was  presented  to  Synod,  and  given  in  charge  of  the 
Stated  Clerk  to  be  kept  in  the  Synod's  Archives. 


ARTICLE  XVII. 

COMPLAINTS. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XVIII. 

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

No  special  action  was  taken  on  this  subject,  requiring  the  atten- 
tion of  Synod. 


ARTICLE  XIX. 

PUBLICATION. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  PublicaHon  Board  of  the  Reformed 

Church  in  the  United  States. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Publication  Board  for  the  year  ending 
September,  1890,  was  received,  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publication.     The  report  is  as  follows : 
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To  the  Pittsburgh^  Ibtomac  and  Eastern  Synods  : 

The  Publication  Board  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United 
States,  in  presenting  its  annual  report  to  the  Synods  named,  is 
pleased  to  state  that  your  publication  interests  have  been  so  well 
conserved,  and  the  relations  between  the  Board  and  the  lessee  in 
such  thorough  accord,  that  the  necessity  for  calling  the  Board  to- 
gether was  limited  to  the  one  regular  annual  meeting  of  September 
3,  1890.  At  this  meeting  the  Executive  Committee,  through  the 
Secretary,  reported  that  the  books  of  the  lessee  and  publisher  had 
been  carefully  examined,  verified  as  far  as  practicable  and  found 
correct  in  all  particulars. 

The  gross  receipts  for  1889  show  an  increase  above  those  for 
1888  of  upward  of  ten  per  cent.,  but  being  within  140,000,  the 
basis  of  the  guarantee,  the  Treasurer,  in  accordance  with  the  terms 
of  the  contract,  received  the  quarterly  guarantee  of  I300,  as 
shown  by  the  following  report  of  the  Treasurer,  Geo.  W.  Hensel, 
Esq.,  submitted  to  the  Board : 

REPORT  OF  THS  TREASURER. 

To  balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer  per  report  1889 |ii782  06 

Dec.  3,  1889,  to  cash,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  3d  qr.,  1889 300  00 

Feb.  4,  1890,  to  cash,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  4th  qr.,  1889, 300  00 

Feb.  4, 1890,  interest  received, 65  32 

May  29,  1890,  to  cash,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  ist  qr.,  1890, 300  oe 

Aug.  29,  1890,  to  cash,  Rev.  Chas.  G.  Fisher,  2d  qr.,  1890,.*......     300  00 

Total  in  hands  of  Treasurer, l3fQ47  38 

This  rapidly-increasing  sum  in  the  Treasury  and  the  handsome 
increase  noted  in  the  gross  receipts  of  the  publishing  house  empha- 
size the  wisdom  of  your  action  in  the  present  disposition  of  your 
publication  interests,  and  the  Board  is  encouraged  to  reiterate  its 
recommendation  made  last  year  to  preserve  the  existing  arrange- 
ments for  the  editing  and  the  general  management  of  the  Messen^er^ 
as  also  for  the  other  publications,  believing  any  change  would 
check  their  growing  popularity  and  circulation. 

This  important  interest,  whose  preservation  in  the  past  has  been 
a  matter  of  anxious  solicitude  to  you,  and  whose  management  and 
finances  have  evoked  much  animated  discussion  and  conflict  of 
opinion  at  your  annual  meetings,  is  to-day  in  a  settled  and  healthy 
condition,  and  only  needs  the  earnest  co-operation  of  the  pastors 
to  widen  its  scope,  broaden  its  literature  and  largely  increase  the 
revenue  to  the  Synods  during  the  term  of  the  present  lease.     The 
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annual  revenue  received  from  the  lessee  and  publisher  is  not  the 
only  value  this  interest  possesses  to  the  Synods,  for  with  the  in- 
crease of  the  revenue,  the  value  of  the  plant  and  organization  in- 
creases, and  at  the  termination  of  the  existing  lease  can  command 
terms  corresponding  with  or  even  greater  than  the  percentage  of 
growth. 

The  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  three  Synods  to  guard  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  contract  with  the  lessee  is  clear,  and  generally  under- 
stood and  appreciated,  requiring,  therefore,  no  further  influences  to 
encourage  pastors  aud  others  in  their  efforts  to  disseminate  and 
support  the  authorized  literature  of  the  Church,  yet  the  Board,  from 
a  purely  business  standpoint,  directs  attention  to  these  financial  re- 
turns, which,  well-directed  and  persistent  effort  will  yield  your 
Treasury. 

The  attention  of  the  Synods  is  called  to  the  expiration  at  the  end 
of  this  year  of  the  terms  of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  : 
Hon.  John  Cessna,  of  the  Synod  of  the  Potomac,  and  Edward  J. 
Durban,  of  the  Eastern  Synod. 

G.  S.  Griffith,  President. 

Edw.  J.  Durban,  Secretary, 

Philadelphia,  September  so,  1890. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Publication  Board  was  referred,  submitted  its  report. 
The  same  was  received,  taken  up  item  by  item,  and  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Publication  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
report : 

The  only  document  referred  to  your  committee  is,  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Publication  Board. 

From  this  report  we  learn  the  following  facts  : 

1.  That  our  publication  interests  are  in  a  healthy  and  flourishing 
condition^  and  that  the  relations  between  the  Board  and  the  lessee,, 
during  the  past  year,  have  been  very  harmonious. 

2.  That  the  gross  receipts  for  the  past  year  show  an  increase  ot 
about  ten  per  cent,  beyond  those  of  the  previous  year. 

3.  That  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
are  rapidly  increasing,  and  now  amount  to  more  than  three  thous* 
and  dollars. 

We  learn,  also,  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod„ 
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that,  that  Synod  accedes  to  the  overtures  of  this  Synod  of  last  year, 
to  preserve  the  existing  arrangement  for  the  editing  and  general 
management  of  the  Messenger^  and  to  discontinue  the  editorial 
commission. 

With  these  facts  before  us  your  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : 

Resolved^  That  Synod  is  highly  pleased  with  the  satisfactory 
condition  and  very  promising  outlook  of  our  publication  interests. 

Resolvtdy  That  in  view  of  this  now  settled  and  healthy  condi- 
tion of  this  important  interest ;  and,  also,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  publications  remain  the  property  of  the  three  Synods,  the  min- 
isters and  members  of  the  Church  be  earnestly  requested  and  urged 
to  give  their  cordial  support  to  the  Board  in  the  circulation  of  the 
Reformed  Church  Messenger  and  other  periodicals  issued  by  said 
Board. 

Your  committee  also  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  terra  of 
membership  of  Edward  J.  Durban  expires  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

TiLGHMAN  Derr,  Chairman. 

The  following  report  was  received,  from  the  Stated  Clerk,  in 
reference  to  publishing  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Annual  Sessions  of 
Synod,  and  adopted : 

The  undersigned,  as  Stated  Clerk  of  Synod  respectfully  reports, 
that  in  accordance  with  instructions,  he  had  3,300  copies  of  the 
Minutes  of  Synod  of  Allentown  published  in  the  English  language 
at  9^  cts.  per  copy,  and  distributed  the  same  among  those  entitled 
to  receive  them.  Jno.  P.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk. 

The  Stated  Clerk  was  instructed  to  have  published  3,300  copies 
of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  in  the  English  language. 

The  second  item  in  Report  on  Overtures,  containing  a  proposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Owen,  Reading,  Pa.,  to  publish  the  proceedings  of 
Synod  at  a  certain  figure  was  referred  to  the  Stated  Clerk  for  his 
consideration. 

Edw.  J.  Durban  was  re-elected  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 

Publication,  whose  present  term  expires  on  the  first  of  January 
next. 


ARTICLE  XX, 

CHURCH   GOVERNMENT. 

Nothing  occurred  requiring  the  attention  of  Synod. 
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ARTICLE  XXI. 

UISCELLANEOUS. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  sessions  the  President  appointed  Revs. 
Wm.  F.  Lichliter,  S.  P.  Mauger  and  Tilgh.  Derr,  as  a  Special 
Committee  on  Excuses  for  leave  of  Absence,  and  to  prepare  suitable 
resolutions  of  thanks  for  hospitality  received.  The  applications 
made  by  members  of  Synod  were  reported  and  the  requests  were 
granted.  The  resolutions  of  thanks  will  appear  under  Article 
XXII.     Resumption  and  Close. 

Report  of  Bethany  Orphans^  Home, 

The  Report  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  was  presented  to  Synod 
through  the  Committee  on  Overtures,  and  referred  to  a  Special 
Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  G.  W.  Roth 
and  Elder  Wm.  Moyer. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home 
is  as  follows,  to  wit. : 

To  ike  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren:  Mindful  of  the  Divine 
blessings  which  have  so  manifestly  attended  this  work  throughout 
its  history,  and  truly  grateful  to  the  Church  which  has  so  constantly 
and  liberally  supported  the  cause  of  the  fatherless,  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans*  Home  submits  the  following  state- 
ment, and  asks  for  your  continued  prayers  and  contributions  in 
support,  and  for  the  increased  usefulness  of  this  branch  of  Church 
work. 

The  present  number  of  children  in  the  Home  is  81.  The  general 
health  of  the  inmates  during  the  year  was  good ;  we  had  a  few  cases 
of  sickness  in  the  family,  but  no  deaths. 

The  farm,  worked  by  a  farmer,  and  the  Orphan  boj's  under  the 
direction  of  the  Superintendent,  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  is 
well  stocked,  and  considering  the  number  of  acres,  yields  much 
for  the  support  of  the  family. 

The  Educational  work  in  the  Home  receives  due  attention. 
Considering  the  class  of  children  which  we  get,  we  naturally  have 
some  dull  scholars,  but  these  are  encouraged  in  their  studies  and 
the  brighter  ones  are  given  opportunities  for  intellectual  improve- 
ment commensurate  with  the  trust  which  the  Board  assumes,  when 
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it  takes  these  children  for  the  purpose  of  raising  and  training  them 
for  life.  With  pleasure  we  here  record  the  fact,  that  during,  the 
past  year  two  of  our  fifteen-year-old  boys,  without  lessening  their 
working  hours,  advanced  so  far  in  their  studies  that  they  were 
enabled  to  pass  very  creditable  teacher's  examinations  under  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Berks  County. 

Family  worship  and  Church  services  are  regularly  held.  During 
the  year  two  boys  were  confirmed.  Special  attention  is  given  to 
the  work  of  familiarizing  the  children,  with  the  Bible  as  a  whole 
and  impressing  leading  facts  upoa  their  minds. 

The  contributions  at  the  last  Christmas  season  were  very  liberal, 
and  enabled  us  to  pay  off  the  current  debt,  and  also  to  take  us 
through  the  Winter.  But  since  then,  as  is  our  usual  experience  in 
Summer,  the  income  has  fallen  far  below  our  expenses.  At  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  the  loth  of  October,  the 
Treasurer  reported  a  deficit  of  ^1,455.85.  Add  to  this  the  neces- 
sary bills  for  winter  shoes,  coal  and  a  few  other  items  including 
salaries  for  employees,  we  can  see  that  our  indebtedness  by  Christ- 
mas will  not  be  less  than  ^2,000.  The  policy  of  the  Board,  as 
defined  by  recent  action,  is  that  legacies  shall  not  be  used  for 
current  expenses.  Therefore  we  look  to  the  Churches  at  the  com- 
ing Christmas  season  to  relieve  the  Home  of  the  |2,ooo  debt  and 
make  further  provision  for  this  work. 

Our  great  need  at  present  is  more  room  to  accommodate  the 
deserving  poor.  Mothers,  pastors  and  consistories  unite  in  their 
appeals  to  the  Board  to  take  and  shelter  their  orphans.  The  house 
at  present  is  full,  and  the  Board  in  order  that  these  appeals  may  be 
heeded  is  about  taking  steps  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  Institt^ 
tion.  We  hope  and  pray  therefore,  that  at  the  coming  Christmas 
season  congregations  and  Sunday  Schools  will  unite  in  an  earnest 
effort  to  do  what  lies  in  their  power  for  the  support  of  this  work  of 
the  Lord. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board,  Yours  very  truly, 

Thos.  M.  Yundt, 
Secretary  and  Superintendent. 

WOMELSDORF,  Pa.,  Oct.  I3,  189O. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  submitted 
the  following  report,  which  was  considered  item  by  item,  and 
adopted. 
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The  Report  is  as  follows,  to  wit. : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  statement  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home  would  respectfully 
report : 

That  we  have  examined  the  statement  of  the  Board  with  much 
interest,  and  are  rejoiced  in  the  continued  prosperity  of  this  noble 
Institution.  There  are  8i  children  in  the  Home  at  the  present 
time,  and  these  are  well-cared  for  bodily,  mentally  and  spiritually. 
The  Board  deplores  the  sad  fact  that  they  have  not  more  room  to 
take  in  and  shelter  many  other  fatherless  ones  who  plead  for  a 
home,  and  they  are  now  considering  the  matter  of  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  building  so  that  more  may  find  a  Home  in  Bethany. 

We  regret  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Home  is  again  compelled  to 
report  an  indebtedness,  the  income  having  fallen  over  ^i>455  below 
the  expenses. 

In  view  of  these  statements  we  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following 
action  : 

Resolved ^  i.  That  the  success  which  has  thus  far  attended  the 
earnest  and  self-denying  labors  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  Superin- 
tendent and  friends  of  Bethany  Orphans'  Home,  calls  for  devout 
gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father,  and  urges  to  renewed  efforts  in 
behalf  of  this  noble  charity. 

Resohedy  2.  That  this  Synod  rejoices  to  hear  that  the  Board  is 
taking  steps  to  enlarge  the  building  so  that  a  larger  number  of  those 
knocking  for  entrance  may  be  admitted  to  the  protection  and 
fostering  care  of  the  Home,  and  that  we  not  only  commend  this 
purpose,  but  also  pledge  our  hearty  support. 

Resolved^  3.  That  the  cause  of  the  Orphans  be  specially  com- 
mended to  the  sympathy  and  liberality  of  Pastors,  Congregations 
and  Sunday  Schools,  and  that  they  be  earnestly  requested  during 
the  coming  Christmas  festivities  to  remember  the  Home  by  liberal 
collections  and  donations. 

Resolved^  4.  That  the  Classes  of  this  Synod  requests  its  Pastors 
and  Consistories  to  devise  measures  to  increase  the  amount  of  con- 
tributions to  the  Home,  so  that  the  Institution  may  be  in  some 
degree  assured  of  a  reliable  and  regular  income.  A  paper  was  also 
submitted  to  your  Committee  having  reference  to  holding  a  Reunion 
of  Reformed  people  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  which  is  to  be  held 
in  connection  with  the  Anniversary  of  the  Home  next  Summer,  to 
be  known  as  "  Bethany  Day  of  the  Reformed  Church." 
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Your  Committee  offers  the  following  for  adoption : 
Resolved^  That  Synod  heartily  endorses  the  movement  to  which 
said  paper  refers,  and  commends  the  project  to  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion  of  the  Churches.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  A.  Leinbach,  Chairman, 

Pastoral  Support, 

The  subject  of  Ministerial  Support,  referred  to  a  Special  Com- 
mittee of  Elders,  a  year  ago  at  the  Synod  of  Allentown,  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Synod  in  the  9th  item  of  the  Report  of  Minutes 
of  Synod.  The  Committee  presented  the  following  report  which 
was  adopted.     It  is  as  follows,  to  wit ; 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  : 

Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  subject  of  "  Pastoral  Support " 
having  been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Elders  by  Synod  at  its  last 
annual  sessions,  (see  page  94  of  Proceedings  of  Eastern  Synod, 
1889,)  to  report  at  the  present  session  of  Synod,  the  said  Com- 
mittee respectfully  reports : 

That  we  find  the  "  Peculiar  Expenses"  of  the  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  as  follows : 

a.  He  is  expected  to  maintain  a  respectable  appearance. 

b.  He  must  live  in  a  style  that  will  comport  with  the  dignity  of 
his  position  in  the  community. 

c.  He  is  forced  to  entertain  many  persons,  who  visit  the  congre- 
gation for  Church  and  benevolent  objects,  and  must  of  necessity 
be  "given  to  hospitality." 

d.  He  must  of  necessity  be  able  to  keep  himself  posted  on  the 
current  church  and  secular  literature  of  the  times,  and  must  provide 
himself  with  books  and  the  improved  educational  appliances  of  the 
day. 

e.  However  others  may  fail  to  properly  rear  and  educate  their 
children,  no  excuse  whatever,  will  be  entertained  for  such  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister.  He  may  have  other  "peculiar 
expenses,"  but  the  above  will  be  sufficient  to  call  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  congregations  of  this  synod,  who  now  barely  furnish 
their  Pastors  means  sufficient  to  meet  the  most  common  and 
ordinary  necessities  of  life,  without  even  thinking  of  comforts ; 
while  in  many  instances  the  battle  for  bread  is  so  engrossing,  that 
the  luxuries  of  life  are  an  unthought  of  and  an  unknown  quantity. 
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As  to  the  injunction  of  the  Saviour,  **  that  the  laborer  is  worthy 
of  his  hire/'  it  must  be  evident  to  every  thinking  mind  that  this 
truth  when  applied  to  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  (though  the  words 
** laborer"  jind  "hire**  in  this  connection,  may  be  misnomers^) 
is  of  doubtful  meaning. 

He  is  God's  servant,  then  how  can  his  professed  children  suflfer 
him  to  want  for  the  common  necessaries  of  life  ?  Of  all  persons, 
the  Minister  should  never  be  pressed  for  the  necessities  of  life  or 
the  comfortable  maintenance  of  his  station.  His  calling  is  so  high, 
his  responsibilities  to  his  Master's  work  so  great ;  his  duties  so  holy 
and  important,  that  his  mind  should  never  be  distracted,  except  in 
healthy  recreation  from  his  work ;  and  he  should  never,  with  want 
staring  him  in  the  face,  be  harrassed  and  worried  to  make  his  ends 
meet. 

Let  every  congregation  take  this  important  matter  to  heart  and 
devise  ways  and  means  for  the  relief  of  the  Pastor  so  that,  in  this 
mortal  life,  their  work  here  may  not  be  retarded  and  crippled,  and 
their  lives  shortened  by  the  neglect  of  the  plain  duty  of  Church 
members. 

We  feel  that  this  paper  is  not  complete  without  a  few  suggestions^ 
as  to  how  properly  provide  the  Minister  with  his  needful  support 
free  from  care  on  his  part. 

1.  Let  no  congregation  call  a  Minister  without  prayerfully  con- 
sidering what  salary  is  sufficient  to  properly  support  him,  and  beside 
enable  him  to  lay  aside  something  yearly  for  sickness  and  old  age. 

2.  Having  thus  prayerfully  performed  the  first  essential  duty, 
then  pay  him  at  stated  periods — quarterly  may  do,  but  monthly  is 
to  be  commended.  It  is  shameful  to  make  a  minister  wait  a  whole 
year  for  his  salary,  as  this  compels  him  to  deal  on  credit,  which 
oft-times  places  him  in  a  condition  which  compromises  him  with 
his  creditors,  and  the  community  at  large. 

Frequently  when  the  year  has  expired  the  easy-going  congrega- 
tion is  not  ready  to  pay,  and  the  trouble  is  aggravated  by  the  con- 
gregation still  continuing  in  arrears.  Some  one  has  said  "  that  if 
Christians  and  Churches  cannot  keep  their  promises,  one  with  the 
other,  but  defraud  each  other  of  their  dues,  who  can  be  expected 
to  be  hones*:?" 

3.  Have  some  definite  and  systematic  plan  to  raise  the  Ministers 
salary  and  all  other  Church  expenses.     The  best  plan  is  the  Bible 
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plan,  viz.  **  Upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  lay  by 
him  in  store,  as  the  Lord  has  prospered  him."  Let  every  member 
feel  it  his  and  her  duty  to  lay  by  something  weekly.  A  "  Lord's 
Drawer"  might  be  set  apart,  and  as  each  can  spare  something  for 
the  Lord,  deposit  it.  How  much  might  be  laid  by  for  this  cause 
by  practicing  a  little  self-denial. 

The  whole  subject  of  Christian  benevolence  is  easily  solved  by 
not  only  the  head,  but  every  member  of  the  family,  making  a 
systematic  effort  in  a  business  way.  Let  every  one  be  imbued  with 
the  "grace  of  liberality,"  with  which  the  Macedonian  Church  was 
blessed  even  in  their  ''deep  poverty." 

Many  congregations  have  the  "envelope"  plan;  others  the 
"subscription"  plan,  but  no  plan  is  worth  a  trial  that  does  not 
engage  every  member  of  the  family  in  a  systematic  setting  aside 
and  giving,  consecrated  by  prayer  and  a  deep  personal  responsibility 
and  personal  obligation. 

To  fully  call  the  attention  of  the  congregations  and  have  the 
co-operation  of  the  Classes,  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following : 

Resolved^  That  the  attention  of  our  congregations,  be  specially 
called  to  this  important  matter,  arid  that  the  several  Classes  be 
requested  to  take  the  proper  steps  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  earnest 
individual  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  W.  Bickel, 

Jacob  Rader, 

Geo.  W.  Hensel,  Comnuttte. 

The  following  additional  action  was  adopted  in  regard  to  the 
Report  on  Pastoral  Support : 

Resolved^  That  Synod  directs  the  Stated  Clerk  to  have  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  Report  printed  in  English  in  pamphlet  form 
and  five  thousand  in  the  German  language  for  a  pro-rata  distribu- 
don  among  the  several  Classes  of  this  Synod. 

Resolvfd,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the 
Stated  Clerks  of  the  respective  Classes  that  the  pamphlets  on 
Ministerial  Support,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Elders  of  the  re- 
spective charges  entitled  to  them,  for  distribution  among  the 
members. 
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Sabbath  Observance  at  Columbian  Exposition  i8gj. 

The  17th  item  in  the  Report  on  Overtures,  having  reference  to 
the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  at  the  Columbian  Exposition  in 
1893*  was  referred  to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  J. 
B.  Henry,  Geo.  B.  Smith  and  Elder  Theo.  F.  Butz,  who  presented 
on  Tuesday  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit.  : 

Mr,  President  and  Brethren  ;  Your  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  certain  papers  having  reference  to  the  proper  observance 
of  the  Sabbath  by  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  of  1893,  ^^g^ 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

Whereas,  The  United  States  of  America  is  pre  eminently  a 
Christian  nation ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  prosperity  and  perpetuity  of  our  nation,  and  the 
peace  and  well-being  of  her  i)eople,  are  dependent  upon  that  which 
is  distinctively  Christian  ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Sabbath  day  is  the  first  and  fundamental  Divine 
Institution  appointed  by  the  God  of  nations  for  the  good  of  man ; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod,  desiring  that  the  Christian  conscious- 
ness of  this  nation  may  not  be  offended  and  her  millions  of  Christian 
people  not  be  robbed  of  their  just  pride  in  the  Worlds  Columbian 
Exposition,  does  heartily  endorse  the  following  appeal : 
To  the  tVorlfTs  Columbian  Commissiott: 

In  harmony  with  the  Sunday  laws  of  the  States  and  Territories 
of  the  Union  ;  in  the  interest  of  public  morals  and  religion,  which 
are  the  bulwarks  of  free  institutions ;  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  the 
toiling  millions ;  for  the  benefit  of  the  exhibitors  and  employes  of 
the  World's  Fair;  in  compliance  with  the  well-known  and  ex- 
pressed convictions,  habits  and  desires  of  many  millions  of  our 
fellow-citizens  who  respect  and  keep  the  Lord's  Day,  and  for  the 
more  complete  success  of  the  Columbian  Exposition  to  be  held  in 
Chicago  in  1893,  your  petitioners  hereby  respectfully  and  earnestly 
request  your  honorable  body  to  order  that  its  gates  shall  be  closed 
to  the  public  on  the  Weekly  Sabbath  rest  day,  as  was  done  at  the 
grandly  successful  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia  in  1876, 
and  also  by  the  English  Speaking  Exhibitors  at  the  last  Paris  Expo- 
sition, who  covered  their  exhibits  on  that  day. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jerome  B.  Henry,  Chairman, 
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Our  Literary  Institutions. 

In  the  Report  on  Overtures,  the  nth,  12th  and  the  19th  items^ 
with  the  Catalogues  of  our  Literary  Institutions,  were  referred  to  a. 
Special  Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  G.  W.  Roth,  J.  E.  Sraitb 
and  Elder  F.  W.  Vandersloot.  The  committee  submitted  the 
following  report  which  was  adopted. 

It  is  as  follows,  to  wit.  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Catalogues  of  the 
following  named  Institutions :  Franklin  and  Marshall  at  Lancaster,. 
Pa.;  Ursinus  at  CoUegeville,  Palatinate  at  Myerstown  and  the 
Female  College  at  Allentown,  Pa.,  is  pleased  to  find  all  these 
Literary  Institutions  in  a  flourishing  condition,  extending  their 
usefulness  in  the  various  departments  and  spheres  of  education. 

We  would  at  this  time  call  special  attention  to  the  Institution  of 
this  Synod.  Franklin  and  Marshall  College  at  Lancaster,  whicb 
is  entering  upon  a  new  epoch  in  its  history.  With  its  free  tuition,, 
its  better  equipment  in  the  scientific  departments,  and  its  largely- 
increased  number  of  students,  comes  likewise  the  demand  for  an 
increased  number  of  instructors  and  a  still  further  endowment.  Be 
it  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  acknowledges  with  devout  gratitude,, 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  these  various  educational  in- 
terests, and  prays  for  a  continuance  of  that  benediction  in  the 
future. 

Resolved^  That  these  Institutions  be  commended  anew  to  the 
prayerful  attention  and  liberal  patronage  of  the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  W.  Roth,  Chairman^ 

Society  of  Relief  for  Disabled  Ministers. 

The  attention  of  Synod  was  directed  to  this  subject  by  the  follow- 
ing document  which  was  placed  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Overture,  and  presented  in  its  report  under  the  18th  item. 
The  request  contained  in  the  communication  that  the  same  should 
appear  in  the  Minutes  was  cheerfully  granted.  The  paper  reads  a& 
follows,  to  wit. : 

The  Officers  of  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Ministers  and  their 
Widows  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States  in  compliance 
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with  the  request  of  the  Society  and  the  desire  of  this  Synod,  present 
for  record  in  the  Minutes  of  the  sanie,  the  following  statement  of 
the  Receipts  and  Expenditures  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  15,  1890. 

'^'''^'  ta  a53  68 

Cash  •n  hand  as  per  last  year .'.V.'"!....  i',736  24 

Cash  on  hand  from  interest j  *    5  ^m 

Cash  on  hand  from  collections : "'^ 

fc»386  ^ 

EXPBNDrrUKES. 

Paid  to  thirty-one  annnitanls "//.'//.  1*800  00 

Paid  for  investments !..!!....!.!!  i|832  64 

Cash  on  hand ^^  *  26  00 

Paid  for  Miscellaneous  items ^ 

I5.386  07 

Investment  Fund  ^23,918.00. 

During  the  year  just  closed  there  have  been  on  the  roll  of  the 
Society  thirty-one  annuitants,  of  which  eight  were  disabled  Mmis- 
ters  and  twenty.three  were  the  widows  or  dependents  of  deceased 
Ministers.  In  the  coming  year  three  Ministers  and  one  widow 
will  be  added  to  the  list  of  annuitants.  Of  the  cash  on  hand, 
nearly  all  of  it  will  be  required  to  meet  the  apportionment  made 
by  the  Society  at  the  late  annual  meeting,  and  will  be  paid  on  or 
before  the  close  of  the  civil  year. 

In  the  pa^t  year  seventeen  life  members  and  four  contributing 
or  annual  members  have  been  enrolled  from  the  collections  and 
contributions  received,  to  wit.  : 

Revs.  I.  H.  Reiter,  D.  D.,  Geo.  Z.  Mechling,  D.  D.,  H.  M. 
Herman,  D.  D.,  D.  F.  Brendle,  D.  D.,  John  Kretzing,  J.  H.  Derr, 
A.  B.  Shenkle,  H.  Talhelm,  C.  S.  Slagle,  J.  M.  Mickley,  G.  W. 
Snyder,  J.  M.  Evans,  F.  F.  Bahner,  Robt.  E.  Cram,  J.  H.  Hart- 
man.  Prof  J.  B.  Kerschner  and  D.  G.  Klein. 

Annual  members :  Revs.  C.  B.  Heller,  F.  Strassner,  F.  A.  Gast, 

D.  D.  and  W.  D.  C.  Rodrock. 

Wm.  M.  Deatrick,  Prestdent. 

T,  Frank  Hoffmeier,  Secretary. 
Simon  S.  Miller,  Treasurer, 

The  Lord's  Day, 
In  agreement  with  the  action  of  General  Synod  as  expressed  in 
the  i8th  item  in  the  Report  of  the  Minutes  of  Synod  concerning 
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the  aim  and  object  of  the  American  Sabbath  Union,  the  following 
action  was  adopted. 

Whereas,  The  Lord's  Day  is  the  most  conspicuous  divine  in- 
stitution, and  its  proper  observance  is  essential  to  the  maintainance 
^f  religious  and  civil  liberty,  as  well  as  individual  happiness  in  this 
ivorld  and  that  which  is  to  come,  and. 

Whereas,  There  is  a  growing  tendency  to  ignore  the  sanctity  of 
the  day,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  this  Synod  directs  its  pastors  frequently  to  preach 
-on  the  sanctity  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Synod 
that  the  members  of  the'  Church  join  all  legitimate  efforts  in  their 
several  localities  to  enforce  the  laws  on  this  subject. 

Rev,  A,  R,  Kremer^s  Life  of  Dr,  Nevin, 

In  connection  with  the  3d  item  of  the  Report  on  Overtures  a 
copy  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Nevin  was  presented  to  Synod,  which  was 
referred  to  a  Special  Committee  consisting  of  Revs.  Jno.  S.  Stahr, 
Ph.  D.,  Wm.  C.  Schaeffer,  Ph.  D.  and  Rev.  S.  P.  Mauger.  The 
Report  of  the  Committee  were  presented  on  Monday,  during  the 
•afternoon  and  was  adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows,  to  wit. : 

To  the  Eastern  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Church : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  A. 
R.  Kremer  together  with  a  copy  of  his  life  of  Dr.  Nevin,  presented 
through  the  publisher,  Mr.  Daniel  Miller,  would  respectfiilly  offer 
the  following  report : 

We  have  given  the  work  referred  to  us  as  careful  an  examination 
•as  our  time  would  allow.  The  book,  although  modest  in  its  pre- 
tentions, is  an  interesting  and  forcible  sketch  of  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  the  great  men  who  for  so  many  years  constituted  the  central 
figure  in  the  history  of  the  Reformed  Church.  The  author  makes 
no  attempt  to  give  an  exhaustive  review  of  Dr.  Nevin's  writings  or 
to  present  in  detail  his  many-sided  activity.  All  who  desire  full 
information  on  these  points,  he  refers  again  and  again  to  Dr, 
Appel's  large  work  in  which  Dr.  Nevin  is  quoted  so  freely  and 
allowed  to  represent  himself  so  fully.  At  the  same  time  the  author 
gives  in  the  book  under  review,  in  simple,  clear  and  often  graphic 
language,  a  highly  appreciative  sketch  of  the  great  thinker  and  the 
-still  greater  man  whom  he  has  undertaken  to  represent ;  and  we 
believe  that  the  book  will  be  read  with  interest  and  profit,  not  only 
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by  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  but  also  by  others  who. 
desire  or  need  information  concerning  one  whose  place  in  history 
is  assured  as  one  of  the  greatest  Theologians  of  modern  times. 

Jno.  S.  Stahr,  Chairman, 

Report  on  Nominations, 

The  Committee  on  Nominations,  had  the  following  papers  re- 
ferred to  them,  viz :  A  communication  from  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Synod ;  from  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College ;  from 
the  Stated  Clerk  of  the  Potomac  Synod ;  items  from  the  Report  on 
the  Theological  Seminary ;  and  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Publication.  By  means  of  these  referred  papers  and 
items,  the  committee  was  enabled  to  present  its  Report  of  Nomi- 
nations on  Monday.  The  report  was  adopted.  Instructions  were 
given  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  tickets  printed  for  the  use  of 
Synod.  The  election  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  7  p.  m.  ;. 
the  election  was  held,  and  the  results  were  reported  to  and  an- 
nounced by  the  President. 

The  members  elected  on  the  respective  Boards  will  be  found 
noted  in  each  case  in  its  appropriate  place. 

The  vacancies  occurring  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklia 
and  Marshall  College,  have  been  filled  by  the  election  of  Revs. 
Jacob  O.  Miller,  D.  D.,  E.  R.  Eschbach,  D.  D.,  and  A.  Herr  Smithy 
Esq. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Rev.  C.  J.  Musser,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  Potomac  Synod,  informing  this  body  that  its  next 
annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Reformed  Church,  Chambersburg^ 
Pa.,  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  October,  1891.  Synod  took 
note  of  this  fact,  and  appointed  the  time  for  its  next  annual  meet- 
ing on  the  third  Wednesday  in  October,  1891. 


ARTICLE  XXII. 

RESUMPTION   AND  CLOSE. 

On  motion,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 
Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  are  hereby  returned  to  the 
pastor  and  members  of  the  First  Reformed  Church,  Reading,  Pa.^ 
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and  to  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  other  churches  who  have 
aided  them,  for  their  delightful  hospitality  in  entertaining  the 
members  of  Synod  and  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Synodical  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  hereby  express  the 
pleasure  it  has  enjoyed  in  being  privileged  to  hold  its  annual  ses- 
sions in  this  community. 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  are  hereby  returned  to  the 
authorities  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railroad,  and  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  and  branches,  for  the  special  excursion  rates 
to  the  members  of  Synod  travelling  over  their  respective  roads. 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  Synod  are  hereby  extended  to  Geo. 
F.  Baer,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the  Neversink  Mountain  Railroad, 
to  Calvin  M.  Dechant,  Superintendent  of  the  Mt.  Penn  Gravity 
Railroad,  and  to  A.  J.  Brumbach,  President  of  the  Electric  Rail- 
road, and  the  companies  they  represent,  for  the  delightful  pleasure 
trips  over  their  respective  roads,  and  the  courtesies  extended  to  the 
members  of  Synod  and  their  friends. 

Resolved^  That  Synod  returns  thanks  to  Messrs.  Leinbach  & 
Brother  and  to  Dr.  Jacob  H.  Stein,  for  free  conveyance  on  the 
street  cars. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  no  one  was  absent  without  being  ex- 
cused. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  adopted. 


ARTICLE  XXIII. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn  finally,  it  be  to  meet  again  in 
annual  sessions  in  Reformed  Salem  Church,  at  Harrisburg,  Dauphin 
county,  Pa.,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  October  A.  D.,  1891,  at 
7:30  p.  M. 

The  Synod  adjourned  finally  on  Tuesday  forenoon,  October  21st, 
at  11:30  A.  M.,  by  gathering  around  the  chancel  in  the  singing  of  a 
hymn,  repeating  the  Apostles'  Creed,  joining  in  the  Lord's  Prayer 
and  singing  the  doxology.  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
the  President.  Th-gh.  O.  Stem,  President. 

Jno.  p.  Stein,  Stated  Clerk, 

Official  copy  from  the  original  minutes. 

Jno.  p.  Stein,  Stated  Cltrk, 
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